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Of  ChrifPi  Offices. 

Queft.  23.  XT  THAT  offices  doth  Chrift  execute  as  out 
W    Redeemer? 
A.  Chrift^  as  our  Redeemer y  doth  execute  the  office  of  a  prophet^ 
^  a  pnejt^  and  of  a  king^  both  in  his  ejiate  of  humiliation  and 
exaltation. 
0^1 .  What  are  the  ftates  and  conditions  of  our  .Redeemer  f 
A.  Chrift's  Aates  are  twofold  \  namely,  his  ftate  of  humilia* 
tion,  and  his  ftate  <A  exaltatioil;  Phil.  ii.  8,  9.  And  being 
found  in  faihion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  dc^th  of  the  crofe  :  Wherefore 
.  God  alto  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  a* 
boTC  every  name. 
0^2.  How  many  offices  belong  to  Chrift  in  thefe  ftates  ? 
A.  Chriit  hath  a  threefold  office  \  namely,  of  a  prophet,  of  a 
prieft,  and  of  a  king.^ 
Q^  3.  Why  doth  Chrift  take  all  thefe  three  offices  ? 
A.  Becaufe  they  are  all  neceftary  for  our  falvation,  and  we 
have  the  benefit  of  them  all ;  i  Cor.  i,  30.  Who  of  God  is 
made  unto  |is  wifdom^  and  righteoulhels,  and  ian£lificatian» 
and  redemption. 

Q/4.  Can  no  man  take  Chrift  in  one  offiee,  and  not  in  ano- 
rterT 

A.  No;  whoever  will  have  the  benefit  of  any  one,  muft  re- 
ceive him  in  all  \  Adls  T.  31.  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  bin 
right  hand  to  be  a  Prince,  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repen* 
tance  unto  Ifirael,  and  forgivenefs  of  fins. 

Q^c.  What  refped  have  th^  offices  of  Chrift  to  the  pro- 
Sflifes  f  . 

A.  The  prtHnifes  flow  out  of  them  as  out  of  xheir  fountain 
VouVHL  A 
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'2  Cor.  i.  20.  For  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him,  arc  jK:a/an3       1 

in  him,  amen. 

0^6.  What  promifes  flow  out  of  the  prophetical  office  ? 

A.  All  promifes  of  illumination,  guidance,  and  dire&iofi| 
flow  out  of  Chrift*s  prophetical  office  ?    .     -  -         f  , 

'     ;  0^7-  What  promifes  flow  out  of  the  prieftJf  oflfce  ? 

A.  All  the  promifes  of  pardon  and  peace  flow  out  of  it. 

Q^  8.  What  promifes  flow  out  of  the  kingly  ofllicc  ? 

A.  All  the  promifes  of  defence,  prdtedlion,  and  deliverances.    '    ' 
'      (^9.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  ?       ... 
/    A..  Hence  we  learn  the  completenefs  of  CKrift  for  aU"  tlte 
wants  of  his  people ;  Col.  ii.  i  o.  And  yfe  arc  complete  in  hini. 

Q^ib.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruftion  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  tlic  folly  and  mifery  of  all  thofe  hypo^ 
'  crites  that  clofe  partially  with  Chrift.  ■  •     ■      h\        * 

".    Q^ri.  What  is  the  third  inftruftion  ?  *       ^ 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  Angular  dignity  of  the  Lord  Jefus :        i 
.None^ter  having  had  all  thofe  offices  but  Chrift. 

Q^i'2.  What  is  the  laft  inftruftion?     •       •     '  •         -         ^ 

A.  That  faith  is  a  confiderate  a*ft ;  and  requires  miicb  de- 
liberation. 

-■   '  .Of  ChriJPs  Prophetical  Office.  .  ^     ** 

Quefti  24.  TTOW  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  pro* 
'--'    ,  .  Jti     Phet? 

•    A.  Chrift  execiiteth  the  office  of  a  prophet^  in  revealing  toui^^    ;\ 
by  his  word  and  Spirit y  the  will  of  God- for  our  falvatiM.  -^ 

Q^  I .  What  doth  vChrift^s  prophetical  office  imply  ? 

A*  U  implies  man's  natnfal  blindnefs  and  ignorance )  i  Cor. 

ii.  14.  But  the  natural, mail  receiyeth  not  the  things  of  %h6 

Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  fooliftinefs  unto  him  ;  neither  can 

'  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcemed.     •         : 

'    Q.  2.  Whatelfeddthit  imply? 

'  A.  That-Chrift  is* the  original  and  fountain  of  all  that  Jight 
which  guides  us  to  falvation  ;  2, Cor,  iy.  6,  7.  For  God  t|iat 
commanded  the  light  to  fliine  out  ofdarknefs,  hath  fiiin^d  in 
our  hearts,  to  givCLthe  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  ot* 
God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  ^      '       ,  '      . 

*  •  c>.  3.  How  doth  Chrift  teach  men  the  will  of  God  ? 

A.  He  doth  ir  by  external  revelation  of  it;  Afts  lii.  22* 
For  Mofes  truly  faid  to  the  fathers,  A  prophet  fliall  the  Lord 
^cwt  God  raife  up  tmto  yoii  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me, 
him  ftiall  ye  hear  in  al!  things,  whatfoever  he  (hall  fay  unto 
you.  •  And  by*  iritcrnal  illumination. j  Luke  xxiy.  45.  Then 
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j-ii^<5ied  he  their  ilnderftanding,  that  they  might  underftand 
'  the  fcripture.  '       '  /,  • 

*Q^'  What  need  "then  of  man*8  miniftry  ?. 
1  A.  Very  much  ;  for  ChVift  bath  inftituted  minifters  as  in- 
ftruments,  by  whom  he  will  teach  us ;  Eph.  iv.  11, 12.  And  * 
he  gave  fome  apoftlesi  a^d  fome  prophets,  and  fome  evan- 
gdifls,  and  fome  paAors^  and  teachers,  for.tbe  perfeding  of . 
Ae  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Cbrift.  A£U  xxvi.  18.  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to 
turn  them  from  darknefs  Cojight^  and  from  the  power  of  Sa- 
tan unto  God,  th^  they  may  receive  forgivcnefs  of  fins. 

0^5.  Can  no  man  (avmgly  know  the  will  of  God  without 
the  teachings  of  Chrift  ?  , 
'  A.  No ;  though  comnioo  kjiowledge  may  be  obtained  in  a  . 
natural  way,  yet  not  faving ;  Matth.  xi.  25.  At  that  time  Je- 
fusanfwered,  andfaid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  hea- 
ven and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  theft  things  from  the , 
wife  and  prudent,  and  baft  reveaied  them  unto  babes. 
^  0^6,  How  appears  it  that  Chrift  is  appointed  to  this  office  ? 

A.  We  have  the  written  word  for  it;  Ads  iii.  2^.  For, 
Mofes  truly  faid  unto  the  fathers,    A  prophet  fliall  the  Lord 
your  God  raife  up  upto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  mj, 
him  (hall  ye  hear  in  all  things,  whatfoever  he  ftiall  fay  unto 
yoii. 

Q^  7.  What  18  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hence  ? 

A.  None  need  be  difcouraged  at  their  natural  weaknefs,  if, 
Chrift  be  their  teacher  \  •  Matth.  xi.  2  5.  At  that  time  Jefus  an- 
fwered  and  faid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and 
prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes,  Pfalm  xix.  7, 
The  teftimonies  of  the  Lord  are  fure,  makipg  wife  the  fimplc. 

0^8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruclion  I 

A.  That  it  is  a  dreadful  judgment  to  be  fpiritually  blinded 
under  the  gofpel ;  2  Cor,  iv.  3,  4.  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  • 
is  hid  to  them  that   are  loft  ;  in  whom  the  gx>d  of  this  worlds 
h^tl^  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,- 
(hould  (hine  unto  them. 

Q^  9.  "What  is  the  third  inftruftion  ?  t 

A.  ITiat  prayer  is  the  beft  expedient  to  obtain  faving  know- 
l^ge;-  James  1.  5.  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  kt  hiiii  alk  of 
God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbnudah  not  j  and 
?t  Ihall  be  given  him.  v      / 
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Q.  10.  What  is  the  laft  mftruaion  ? 

A.  Learn  henee  the  tr^nfcendcnt  excellency  of  the  know- 
If^dge  of  Chrift  above  all  other  knowledge  ;  Phil.  iii.  8.  Yea, 
doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord. 

Of  Chrift' s  Prieftkood. 

Queft  25.  T  T  O  W  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  pried  i 
JLjL     a.  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  aprieft^  in 
his  once  off eririg  up  (f  himfelf  a  facrifice  to>fatisfy  divine  ju* 
fticcj  and  reconcile  us  to  God^  and  in  making  continual  inter-^ 
ceffion  for  us. 
Q^  ,  I .  What  is  the  priefthood  of  Chrift  in  general  ? 
A.  It  is  his  expiation  of  our  fins  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf, 
and  obtaining  God's  favour  for  us ;  Col.  i.  20.  And  (having 
made  peace  through  the  blood  of  his  crofs)  by  him  to  reconcile  * 
all  things  unto  himfelf;  by  him»  I  fay^  whether  t|iey  be  things  , 
in  earth,  or  things  in  heaveq| 
,Q^  2.   What  are  the  parts  of  Chrift's  prieftly  office  ? 

A  It  hath  two  parts.  Firftj  Oblation,  or  offering  of  him- 
felf; Heb.  ix«  14.  How  much  more  ftiall  the  blood  of  Chrifl!^. 
who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to 
God,  purge  your  confciences  from  dead  works,  to  ferve  the 
living  God?  Secondly y  Interceffion  for  us;  Heb.  vii.  25. 
Whertfore  be  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that 
come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
ceffion  for  them. 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  end  of  Chrift*s  oblation  ? 

A.  The  end  of  it,  as  to  God,  was  to  fatisfy  his  incenfed 
juftice ;  Rom.  iii.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  pro- 
pitiation, through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouf- 
nefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbear* 
ance  of  God.  And  as  to  men,  to  put  away  their  fins.;^  Heb* 
ix.  26  <  For  then  muft  he  often  have  fuffered  fince  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world ;  but  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  hath 
he  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice nof  himfelf. 
^  Q^  4.  What  is  the  firfl  difference  between  Chrift  and  other 
pricfts  ? 

A.  Other  pricfls  offered  the  blood  of  bcafts ;  Chrift  bis  own 
blood  ;  Heb.  ix.  12.  Neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves, 
but  by  his  own  blood,  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place, 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us. 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecond  difference  ? 

A.  Tbej  offered  many  £igrifi^e$ »  Chrift  pierfeded  all  by  one 
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dffering,  Heb.  x.  14.    For  by  one  o&ring  be  hath  perfeded 
fcr  ever  them,  that  are  ian&ihed. 

Qj^  6.  W  hat  was  the  facrifice  Chrift  offered  to  God  ? 

A.  His  body  \  Ueb.  x.  i  o.  By  the  which  will  we  are  f^nc- 
ti£ed,  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  once  for 
i\.    And  his  foul  \  Ifa.  liii.  lo.  W  hen  thou  ihalt  make  bia^ 
foul  an  offering  for  fm. 

Q^  7.  Whence  is  the  efficacy  of  this  facrifice  ? 

A.  From  the  divine  Perfon  to  whom  that  foul  and  body* 
was  united  i  A£ts  xv.  28.  Feed  the  church  of  God^  which  he 
hath  purchafed  with  hts^own  blood. 

Qj^ «•  What  18  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  believers  are  ditcharged  by  Chrift  firom  all  their  > 
fms  and  debts ;  A&s  xiii.  39.  And  by  him^  ail  that  believe  are 
jttftified  from  ail  things.  . 

(^9.  W  hat  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  \  hat  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an- 
abfolute  God  s  Luke  xxiii.  3 1 .  For  if  they  do  thefe  things  in  a 
green  tree,  what  ftiall  be  done  in  the  dry  i 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  third  inference? 

A.  That  it  is  impoffibje  for  man  to  iatisfy  God  for  his  own 
fms  \  Fial.  cxxx.  3.  If  thou,  Lord|  ihouldeft  mark  iniquities, 
0  Lord,  who  (hall  fiand  ? 

Q^ii.  W  hat  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  the  Chriftian  religion  «nly  fettles  the  confcience 
in  peaces  Heb.  ix;  14^  How  much  more  (hall  the  blood  of 
Chrifti  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without 
fpot  to  God^  pnrge  your  confciences  from  dead  works  to  fenre 
^  living  God  \ 

Of  ChriJPs  Kingly  Office. 

Qucft,  26.  TTOW  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office  of  a  king? 
XJL  ^*  Chrift  execuMh  the  office  rfa  king^  in 
Juhduingus  to  himfelf ^in  ruling  and  defending  us^and  inreflraift' 
ing  and  conquering  all  his  and  our  enemies. 

Q^  I.  How  manifold  is  Chrift's  kingdom  ? 

A.  Twofold.  Firft ^  Internal,  in  mens  fouls ;  Lube  xvii. 
21.  Behold,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.  Secondly^ 
External,  over  all  the  world  5  Eph.  i.  12.  And  hath  put  all 
things  under  his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  Head  over  all 
things  to  the  church. 

Q1  2    What  is  the  end  of  Chrift*s  providential  kingdom  ? 

A.  The  good  an4  lalvation  of  the  church  j  John  xvii.  2.  Af 
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j  thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  ffcfli,  that  he  fliould  -gi^e  * 

•  eternal  life  to  a«  many  a$  thou  haft  given  him.  '    ' 

(^3.  Wherein  doth  he  exercifc  his  kingly  power  ? 
•  A.  In  rcftraining  his,  and.  his  people's  enemies;    Pfalm 
l*xvi.  yo$,  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  (hall  praife  thee;  there* 
,  mainder  of  wrath  fnah  thou  restrain.  '     ' 

Q^  4.  How  elfe  is  it  exercifed  ? 

A.  In  protecting  his  church  amidft  all  enemies;  Exod.  iii. 
3.  And  Mdfes  faid,  I  will  now  turn  afidc,  and  fee  this  great 
fight,  why  th«  bufh  is  not  burnt. 

Q^  $.  What  inftrumentsdoth  Chrift  ufe  ? 
A.  Angels  lare  miniftring  fpirits  to  him  ;  Heb.1.  14.  Are^ 
j  ttley  not  all  miniftring  ipirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  theni 
^iiAi^^jjMl'be  heirs  of  falvatiort  ^  And  men,  yea  the  worft  of 
;  men;-  Rey.  xii.  16.  And  the  earth  helped  the  ysroman,  and  , 
the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  the  flood  which 
%hc  dragon  caft  out  of  his  mouth.  ' 
.  q.  6..In  what  manner  doth  Chrift  rule  the  world  7 
A.  By  fupreme  power  ;  Rev.  xix.  16.  He  hath  on  his  vef-^ . 
,ture,  alnd  on  h^a  thigh  a  name  written,    King  of  lings,  and 
Iiordof  lords.    ,!Arjd  perfeA  wifdom ;  Eph.  i.  11.  In  whom 
ajfo  we  have  obtair^ed  an  inheritance,  being  predeftinated  ac^  '- 
cording  to  the  purpofe  of  him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the' 
.counfel  of  his  own  will. 

*  Q-  7»  What  learn  we  from  hence  .? 

A.  Ihat  the  Church  is  &ved  aniidft  a)l  dangers ;  Jer.  xxx.  " 
II.  For  I  am  with  thee,  faith  the  Lord,  to  fave  thee  ;  though  ' 
I  .make  a  full  end  of  all  nations,  Whither  I  have  fcattcred  thee,^ 
yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee.  •  / 

|Q.  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftrut^ion  i   . 

A.  That  the  godly  may  fafcly  truft  to  Chrift's  care ;  2  Chron» 
iti.  9'.  Fdr  the'eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  * 
iwJjole  earth,  to  fliew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the'  behalf  of  them  whofe 
keart  is  perfeft  towardsfhim. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  inftrufltion  ? 

A.  That  sill  plots  againll  the  church  ihall  furely  be  defeated ; 
Kji»  liv.  f7.N0  weapon  that  is  formed  againfttheelhallprofpcr. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fourth  inftruftion  ? 

A.'  It  gives  the  faints  full  fatisfaftion  in  all  conditions  ;  Rom, 

Tiii.  28.  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good, 

to  them  that  lov€  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according 

to  his  purpofe. 

cQi  U-.^^l^at  is  the  laft  inference?  *  ,       '    V" 

'^.  We  ihould  uot  ftand  in  a  llaviih  fearof^^aen;  Ifa.  li« 
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ji2-  I|  even  I  am  he  that  cpipforttth  you ; .  who  art  tliouy  that 
thou  ilioujdeft  be  afraid  ot  a  man  that  ihall  die,  and  of  the  fo|i 
it'  man,  which  fliil^  be  made  as  grafa.  ' 

Of  Cbrift's  Humiliation.  , 

it^gdl.  27.  XTTTTHerein  did  Chrift*s  humiliation  confift  ? 

Y  V  ^'  ^^'i^'f  humiliation  conftjitd  in  Ms  be- 
ing  iorUf  and  that  in  a  Jow  conditionj  made  undir  the  lavf^  unaer- 
goiag  tk  mferies  qf  this  lifej  the  wrath  ofGod^  and  the  air  fed 
death  of  the  firx^s ;  in  being  kwiedy  and  continuing  under  the 
pdnmerofdBatbforatime* 
,   Qj^  I ,  What  dath  Chrift*s  htimMing  of  himfelf  import  ? 

A.  His  voluntarineTs  in  the  deepeft  point  of  fclf-denjal  5  Pfal* 
ri.  7 .  Then  faid  I,  Lo,  I  come  ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  15 
written  of  me.  ^  . 

.  Q^  2.  What  was  theHrft  aft  of  ChrilFs  humiliitipn  ? 
.  A.  His  taking  man's  nature  on  him,  with  all  its  finlefs  in- 
firmities i  Rom.  viii.  3.  God  (ending  his  own  Son  in  the  like- 
ned of  finfui  fieihy  and  for  fm  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh.     - 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  fecond  part  of  his  humiliation  ? 
•  A.  That  mean,  life  he  lived  in  this  world,  which  ohfcurcd 
his  divine  glory ;  Mark  vi.  3.  Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  fon 
•f  Mary  I      . . 

Q.  4.  What  was  t^c  firft  thing  in  ChriftV  life  that  bumbled 
bim  T 

.  A;  The  poverty  of  it ;  Mat.  vii.  20.  And*  Jefus  faith  unto 
l^im,  The  foxrs  have  holes,  and  the  birds  ot  (tie  air  haveneits ; 
but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head. 

(^  5.  What  was  the  fecond  thing  in  nis  life  that  humbled 
him?  . 

A.  The  temptations  of  Satan,  to  which  he  was  fubjefl ;  Mat, 
iy.  I.  Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefer, 
to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  and  that  for  our  fakes.  Heb.  ii.  17. 
therefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto 
his  brethren,  vef.  18.  For  in  that  he  himfelf  hath  fuffered,bc-! 
ing  tempted,  he  is  able  to  fuccour  them  that  are  tempted. 

Q.  6.  What  wafs  the  third  thing  in  Chrift  life  that  hum- 
Ued'him.?, 

A,  His  fubjeaion  to  the  law  \  Gal.  i.  4.  But  when  the  fwf-.' 
nefs  of  the  time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a 
woman,  made  under  the  law. 

.  0^7;  W^at  was  the'  fourth  thing  in  Chrift's  life  that  hum- 
med.him  ?:  .      <        '    ,  , 
A.  The  reviliQgs  and  contradictions  of  fmners ;  Heb.  xii* 


41  An  Expofttion  ff  the  Affemhi/s  CatecMfin. 

2*  For  cohfider  him  that  endured  fuch  contradidHon  offinner^ 
againft  himfelf. 

Qj^S.  Wherein  was  Chrrft  humbled  in  his  death  ? 

A.  His  death  was  painful  and  ignominious;  Gal.  iii.  13. 
Ghrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curfefor  us:  For  it  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one  that 
hangeth  6n  a  tree.  Made  a  curfe  for  us,  and  deferted  in  it ; 
Matth.  xtvii.  46.  And  about  the  ninth  hour,  Jefus  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  Eli,  Eli,  lama  fabactbani ;  that  is  to 
iay,  My  God,  My  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ^ 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  lowlindis  and  humility  bei^omes  Chfift's  followers  ; 
Matth.  xi.  29.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for 
I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  i 

A.  That  Chrift's  love  to  fiuners  is  aftohiihingly  great ;  2  Cor. 
viii.  9.  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor,  that 
ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  made  rich. 

q.  II .  What  is  t,he  third  inference  ? 

A.'  Chriftians  ihould  be  ready  to  fufler  for  Chrift ;  i  Peter 
iv.  I.  Forafmuch  as  Chrift  hath  fuffered  for  us  in  the  fleih, 
arm  yourfelves  likewife  with  the  fame  mind:  for  he  that 
bath  fufFered  in  the  flefli,  hath  ceafed  from  fin. 

<^  J  2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 
.    A.  Tfiat  humiliation  is  the  true  wav  to  exaltation  5  Matth. 
xxiii.  12.  And  whofoever  (hall  exalt  nimfeif,  fhall  be  abafed  ; 
and  he  that  ,(hall  humble  himfelf,  ihall  be  exalted^ 

Of  GhriJFs  exaltation. 
Qucft.  28.  XTCTHEREIN  confiOs  Chrift's  exaltation? 
W  A.  Chrift^ s  exaltation  confijls  in  his  rifing 
again  from  the  dead  on  the  thhd  day ;  in  afcending  up  into  hea^ 
ven^  in  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Fath^er^  and  in  coming 
to  judge  the  world  at  the  I  fjl  day. 

q^  I .  What  is  the  firft  ftep  of  Chrift's  exaltation  ? 
s    A.  His  rcfurreftion  from  the  dead. 
.    0^2.  How  doth  his  refurredion  appear  ? 

A.  By  the  fcripture  prophecies  accompliflied  in  him ;  i  Cor. 
XV. .4.  And  that  he.  was  buried,  and  that  he  rofe  again  the 
third  day,  according  to  the  fcriptures. 

Q^  3.  Why  did  Chrift  rife  again  ? 
.  A. To  eftablifti  our  faith,  and  abolifli  otwr  ^ngi\  i  Cor.  xv. 
17.  And  if  Chrift  be  not  rifen,  your  fiuth  is  vain ;  ye  are  yet 
in  your  fins. 
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<i.  4.  What  other  end  was  there  of  Chrift's  refurre^on  ? 

A.  To  declare  his  divine  power ;  Rom.  i.  4.  And  declared 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of ' 
holinefsy  by  the  refurre£tion  from  the  dead.   And  to  evidence 
thefulnefs  of  his  fatisfaflion ;  John  xvi.  10.  Of  righteoufneisy 
becaufe  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  ye  fee  me  no  more. 

(^5.  Did  Chrift  rife  in  the  fame  body  he  laid  down  ? 

A.  It  was  fubftantially  the  fame  \  John  xx.  27.  Then  faith 
he  to  Thomas,  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my  hands  ; 
and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thruft  it  into  my  fide,  and  be 
not  faithlefs,  but  believing. 

0^6.  What  doth  Chrift's  refurredion  teach  us  ? 

A-  The  certainty  of  our  refurre£tion  after  death  ;  1  Cor. 
XV.  ao.  But  now  is  Chrift  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  become 
the  firft  fruits  of  them  that  flept. 

Q^  7.  What  was  the  fecond  ftcp  of  Chrift's  exaltation  ? 

A.  His  afcenfion  aft^  forty  days  into  heaven  ;  AGts  !.  7.^ 
3.  Until  the  day  in  which  he  was  taken  up,  after  that  he 
through  the  holy  Ghoft,  had  given  commandment  unto  the  a- 
poftles,  whom  he-had  chof^n  :  To  whom  alfo  he  fliewed  him- 
felf  alive  after  his  paflion,  by  many  infallible  proofs,  being  feen 
of  them  forty  days,  and  fpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Q^  8.  Why  did  Chrift  ftay  fo  long  on  earth  ? 

A.  To  afiure  the  truth  of  his  refurre£lion,  and  to  fettle  the 
due  government  of  his  church,  A£ls  i.  2,  3. 

QI^  p.  For  what  end  did  he  afcend  ? 

A.  To  take  poffcflion  of  his  glory  5  John  xvii.  5.  And  now^ 
0  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  ownfelf,  with  the  glory 
which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was.  And  that  as  our 
fore-runner^  Heb.  vi.  20.  Whither  the  Fore-runner  is  for  us 
entered,  even  Jefus,  ifc. 

Qj^  lo.  In  what  manner  did  Chrift  afcend  ?    . 

A.  Triumphantly,  and  magnificently  \  Ffalm  xlvii.  5.  Go^ 
is  gone  up  with  a  ftiout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet. 

Qj^  1 1 .  What  doth  his  afcenfion  teach  us  ? 

^  A.  Hcavenly-mindednels  j  Col.  iii.  1,2.  If  ye  then  be  rifea 
with  Chrift,  feek  thofe  things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift 
fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  fet  your  afTediions  oh  things 
above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth.  And  an  encourage- 
ment in  our  Chriftian  race ;  Heb.  xii.  1,2.  Wherefore,  feeing 
we  alfo  are  compaifed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  withcf- 
fes,  let  us  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  ea^ 
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fiiy  befet  }kBi  AM  tet  xis  iiifl  with  pkti^ht^  tire  rate  that  i*Tct 
htfott  msi  fookliig  uht6  Jtfd^  the  ^othbf  ^nd  fiiltfl^  of^out- 
feilil  5  wte  f6r  th^  jdif  that  wS.^  fet  btfofe  him,  ^dnrccl  xfti 
itti&i  dif^l^tig  the  (hafxlt,  and  i^  fet  duitu  at  thd  tight  h^htl 
rfth^thremeioifGcM; 

rhcfecond  Pdrt  ^  fh  ttth  f^ttijlibn,  tf  Chtijt^  t±aktai<m. 
Quell  I.  \T[TH  At  Wai  the  third  degree  6f  Chrift'^tx- 
YV      ahation? 

A.  htb  Wtirtg  at  God's  right  haftd  iil  hd^veft  i  Hcb.  i.  3*. 
Wk^  h^  hU  Irjr  hithftlf  ptltgetl  dtrf  fills,  fet  diwii  dtt  the  right 
hund  of  the  majefty  on  high. 

a  2.  What  doth  OiA'%  right  hartd  fighlfy  ? 

AT  A  flat€f  df  hfcfnodf;  Heb.  i.  i  j.  But  to  i^^hlch  of  tht  aiifceh 
ftid  ft6  at  atiy  tfmt,  6it  on  my  right  harid  uittil  I  tfiakfc  thifii 
enemies  thy  footftool  ?  And  pilwef ;  Matth.  xxVl.  64.  tfercafr 
ter  fliti!  yc  fea  the  Sort  of  itian  fitting  bn  fchtf  fight  hartd  of  pbWcr. 
' '  Qi,  3-  What  is  trtplicd  in  Chriffs  fitting  therfe  ? 

A.  That  his  Work  m  earth  h  feiilhed  5  rifeb.  k.  li.  Bitt 
thi^  Hi^ii  rftii'  bfe  had  (tfTeWdone  facrificC  ibf  fiti,  for  eVe^fet 
dbWrt  dtt  the  right  hiitd  (A  God. 

<3^^  4.  \¥h^t  dlfe  d«:h  it  flghify  ? 

^.    C?htai*8  ^owet  o^tt  all  CHCrfiifes ;  Pfalih  «.  i.   Th^ 
Lord  (ball  fend  the  rod  of  thy  ftr^ngth  OUt  <*f  Zionr  feulfc 
thou  in  the  mkfft  of  thine  entttiits. 
'  Q^  5;  Whdt  learn  \^e  frdhi  Chrift^s  fitting  there  ? 

A.  The  high  hbmnrf  believ«l-s  are  axiVahced  to  by  Chfift^, 
Eph.  ii.  6.- And  hath  raifed  lis  «{)  tdgaiher,  dhd  ihadc  \3d  fit 
€6gah^t  m  heavdiiy  pjac^  in  Chtift  Jeftis. 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  lift  ftep  of  Chrift'^  dcaltatioh  ? 

A.  Hi^  tcrriiing  to  judgment;  A£!s  i.  4I.  Afid  fee  ebtttn 
Tttatkfetf  u^  ib  pttteti  unto  the  peo|)lc,  and  to  teffify  tMt  it  i^  he 
which  was  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Jifdgdbf  qiiick  aiid  deatf. 

Q^  7.  Is  it  certaifi  there  ihail  bd  a  judgment-day  ? 

A..Yes;  the  fcripture  afftires  it-,  2  Coh  v.  i6.  F«#  we 
tnurt  d}art>^at  before  the  jtictgmettt-fetft  df  Chfift.  Ahdf  e¥tt^ 
man's  confcicnce  ^itneffeth  t6  it 5  feoiii;  fi.  id  Intbeday  ^Ken 
God  Riaill  jiidge  the  fetretfs  of  mert  by  |dfiis  ChriR,  accordixig 
to  tttf  g6!|jel.  .    '  ' 

q!^  §.  What  is  the  firft  property  df  thrift's  jtidgAiettt  ? 

A.  rt  ^\\\  be  ^wful  and  folcWi  ^  i  ^ef.  iv.  16.  Yi^  thfe 
Lord  himfeff  Ihall  defcend  from  heat^etif  Wii\i  a  ihototj  #i!B  ifife 
voice  6f  the  arch-angel,  ^tid  with  the  trtrhp  of  God ;  find  tBfe 
ifeadito  thrift  Qrafl  rife  (h-ft  * 

<t  9.  What  is  the  fexioad  i^perty  of  it  ?  .      .. .  # 


lrtic?^594  iWl  jw4g?  the  fi?cr^  of  mep  by  Jcfiie  Cbrift,  ^^. 
cording  to  my  gofpel.  Mattb.  xii.  36.  But  I  fay  unto  yov^ 
That  ^ifery  ii(|Jk  w^  tbaj  picp  IhgH  frfiajt,  tbcy  fl^H  give  ^- 
ji)tt^  tbfTfof  i»  tt^^  4?iF  <tf  jttdf pi€nn 

Qj^fo.  Wh^tist^eijbir^propeityof it? 

4,  1%  win  i^znHm^rCfi  judgment  I  I^cy.  xx- 1^.  At4l 
&W  1^  .4fiadt  {m?il  a|i4£«r9)(|  (^an4  V^orc  Godi  aAd  the  Ixig^ 
were  ^m^t 

Q^  }i.  Hpwi$thif  apaitofCbriI^'s^Z9lJ;at40ti) 

A,  Jif  BOBradJsimth^fulQ^fe'iQffei^kujglypavipri  M^th, 
xjLv,  34,  TThcQ  fhall  t^  iiRg  fwf  unto  »hw  pn  )]^  ^igb^ 
hand,  Come  ye  blelft^  9jf  ffly  F^WA  iuhcrit  dje  kingdpm  pre* 
pared  for  yon  from  the  foundfition  pf  thq  vorld.  And  t^is 
viU  frt^  i^F  ^f  rcpoftfji  c^  ^  poefniea  ;  Rev,  i.  7.  BchoW, 
bf  cofi^h,  w|th  c)wd$ ;  ap4  e^i^j  ^W  ^^^  ieebiai|  and  diey 

Q^  1 2 ,  Wb,;^  t^aqpL  w^  £cova  Gbriil's  bet^iig  judge  ? 

A*  Tkkfih€iAcy9X$^  (b^Jl  lu^  hfi  K^  hi|u4gaies)t^  BiQm-  riii* 
I.  Tb^e is  (hf^^fei^  no^  «9  dK^deipnitipn  tp  tbeqi  tku  ^^ 
in  Chrift  Jefu?. 

Q^  1 3.  Wbaf  l^m  )ii;e  frpiw  bence  3 
^  A-  Tbi^d^if>r»h}e  fet^e  fl(f  CbriftWi  pcxfons^  JLjjVe  ^ix. 
?7*  S^  t^<^  49»M1^  ^^o^ji^  t}«»t  "VQuH  not  th^  I  iiunuld 

rey;^  o»er  tH«»,lMring  hitH«"f  swd  <Uy  th«w  before  me- 

^.  <4.  Wip?f  e^e  icf r»  iice  frw  Chnft's  j^tnej^t  ? 
^J^^  Togivf?  ^  dj.liigcw:(?  tQ  be  fru^^dof  biqa  in  pQa<;c ;  %  Pct» 
lii.  1 4.  Wherefore,  beloved,  feeing  thajt  je  look  far  (ucb  tbiogs^ 
Udiyfsmt  iIm  ye  f^y  bfi  4^|i4 ^]^.i^  ia peace. 

t^ucft.  29.  T  T  O  W  arc  ^re  made  partakers  of rtic  t^Jemp- 
XjL    tioapyrcbafcd  l?y  Chrift? 
hp  IVe  arf!  n^ii  f^rt^ksrs  <^  the  reden^tion  purchaji4  h 

Chr\fiy  hy  ihAffft^u^l  ^flmtmofi^  /« ^'^  h  ^'^  *^(v  ^fi^t. 

<5^i,  Wb.?t  di'd  o.ur  redemption  coft  Chrift  ? 

^,  ftpoAbim  his  own  blopd  to.  obtain  it^  Web.  ix.  12. 
Kcither  by  the  bfood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  oWn  blood, 
he  entered  in  once  into  theehply  placCj  bswring  obt^i^d  eternal 
fcdwufriw  ^r  »§. 

Qj^  a,  Qagii  npi^c  hg^ye  the  Benefit  of  it,  except  It  be  applied 

JOthPTJ? 

^  NOf  if  Chrift  be  not  applied,  we  cannot  be  faved  5  John 
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i.  12*  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to 

becx>me  the  fens  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  Yas 

name. 

0^3.  Whofe  work  or  office  is  it  to  apply  Chrift  to  us  ? 

A.  It  is  the  office  and  work  of  God's  Spirit ;  Titus  iii.  49 
5.  But  after  that  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour 
towar.ds  man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righteoufncfe  which 
we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  favcd  ds,  by  the 
wafhing  of  regencrationj  and  renewing  oJtthe  holy  Ghoft. 

Q^  4,  What  means  doth  the  Spirit  ufe  in  applying;  Chrift  ? 
•  A.  The  external  means  he  makes  ufe  of,  is  the  miiiiftry  of 
the  gofpel ;  i  Cor.  iii.  5.  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  A* 
polios,  but  minifters  by  whom  ye  believed  ? 

Q^  5.  Is  this  fufficient  of  itfelf  ? 

A,  No,  the  bleffing  and  power  of  the  Spirit  muft  accompa- 
ny it,  or  Chrift  cannot  be  applied;  i  Theff.  i.  5,  6.  For  our 
gofpel  ca^ne  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power, 
and  in  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  in  much  affurance,  as  ye  know 
what  manner  of  men  we  were  among  you  for  your  fake.  And 
ye  became  followers  of  us,  and  of  the  Lord,-  having  received 
the  word  in  much  affli^ion,  with  joy  of  the  holy  Ghoft. 

0^6.  To  whom  doth  the  Spirit  apply  Chrift  ? 

A.  Te  thofe  that  were  given  him  or  the  Father  before  the 
world  was ;  Adsxiii.  48.  And  as  many  as  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life  believed.  John  xiv.  17.  Even  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  feeth  him  not,  nei- 
ther knoweth  him  ;  but  ye  know  Jiim,  for  he  dwelleth  with 
.  you,  and  ftiall  be  in  you. 

Q^  7.  Is  the  application  of  Chrift  to  a  foul  finiihed  at  once  I 

A.  Tho*  the  firft  a£l  of  faith  uhites  the  foul  to  Chrift,  yet  it 
^s  a  continued  a£t ;  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  To  whom  coming,  as  unto  a 
living  ftone. . 

Q7  8.  What  learn  you  from  hence  ? 

A.  What  a  deftitute  thing  the  foul  is'that  is  out  of  Chrift  j 
Rev.  iii.  18.  Becaufe  thou  fayeft  I  am  rich,  and  inereafed 
with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing ;  and  knoweft  not  that 
thou  art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked. 

Q^  9.  What  elfc  doth  it  teach  us  i 

A.  The  riches  and  dignity  of  believers.  Chrift,  and  all  hiai 
purchafes  are  theirs;  i  Cor.  iii.  22,  23.  Whether  Paul,  or 
^polios,  or.  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 
prefent,  or  things  to  come  j  all  are  your§,  and  ye  are  Chrift's* 
and  Chrift  is  God's. 
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,  (^  lo.  What  clfe  doth  it  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  the  deftni^iion  of  all  unbe- 
lievers ;  John  V.  40.  Mark  xvi.  16.  He  that  bdieveth^  and  in 
baptized)  (ball  be  fsiTed  i  but  he  that  believeth  not,  (hall  be  dam« 
aed.    . 

Of  our  Union  with  Chrifi, 
Queft.  30.  TT  O  W  doth  the  Spirit  apply  to  us  the  rfcdemp- 
jTl  ^^^  purchafpd  by  Chrift. 

A.  8y  working  faith  in  wxj  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Chrifi 
hi  our  ^eElttal  caUing* 

Q^i.  Can  none  have  faving  benefit  by  Chrift,'  but  fiicb  at 
are  united  to  him  / 

A;  No,  for  as  Adam's  fin  could  i^ot  hurt  us,  except  vre  had 
been  in  him  ;  fo  Chrift'^  fedemption  cannot  profit  us,  except 
vrearein  hitn  ;  i  Cor.  i.  30,  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus,  vrho  of  God  is  made  unto  us  ^rifdom,  and  righteoufnefs, 
and  ian^fi cation,  and  redemption. 

Q^  2.  What  are  the  bonds  of  this  union  ? 

A.  The  Spirit  on  God's  part;  i  John  iii.  24.  And  he  that 
leepeth  his  commandments^  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him ; 
and  hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which 
be  hath  given  us.  And  faith  on  our  part ;  £ph.  iii.  1 7.  That 
Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith. 

0^3.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  this  union? 

A.  It  is  an  intimate  union  ;  £ph.v.'30.  For  we  are  nipn- 
bers  of  his  body,  of  his  fleih,  and  of  1^8  bones. 

Qj^  4.  What  is  the  fecond  property  ? 

A.  It  is  an  union  never  to  be  difiblved ;  Rom.  viii.  35,  38* 
Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  tribnla* 
tion,  or  diftrefs,  or  perfecution^  or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or 
peril,  or  fword  \  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  <leatb,'  slor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  northings 
preient,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
other  creature,  ihall  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God 
ijrhich  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

0^5.  What  is  the  third  property  of  this  union  ? 

A.  It  makes  Chrift,  and  all-  that  he  hath  purchafed,  become 
ours^  I  Cor.  iii.  22,  23.  All  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrtft's  s 
andChrift  is  God's. 

QjS.  WTiat  is  the  fourth  property  of  this  union  ?  ' 

A.  It  is  the  foundation  and  root  of  all  our  ^ritual  and  ac- 
cqrtable.  obedience ;  John  xv.  4.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you. 
As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  Itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  t^ 
vine  I  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide.in  me* 


Q.  7-  What  is  the  firft  ififcr^^^  ff 9(b  h«Kfe  ? 
A-  1R»«  fewg  gf ?K3?  in  f h?  fiiif^t^  is,  imfiwt^I,  Wm  fccurcJ 
«r  llMm  HI  w4  fiy  Chn(l  i  <?q).  iij.  3,  Yi^^r  life  i|  lu4  vitjl 

H.  8.  What  IS  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  the  reIs|^oi^  h^weeii  C^rift  afi4  believers  is  very 
wm  m4  fVHiim^f »  ^h.  T.  39*  For  w^  ^e  mombqrs  ^  hi4| 
body,  of  his  flefh,  an4  f>f  hi^  ^nef  • 

«fi  ft-  Wh^t  W  th^  ^bird  ioferenp^  ? 

A.  That  believers  need  not  be  afrai^  to.  go  di»9ni  to  the 
frafff  s  R#n-:  i^ii^  Jti  i%'  Vor  1 4^  pf rf^^4c(l#  Jfeajt  peiijicr 
death  nor  life,  ■  ■  nor  anv  other  creature  fliall  be  able  to  fe-; 
pm^i^  h^m  tbf  !•««  ^0^*  whjc*  ii  ia  Chfift  J^s  our 

&{tt$^.^Wipf  ^bi?  irffi^rr^fki?^  of  th^  d^acj,  have  ye  tiot  rc^ 
^il  wkifk  yfn  {ppHw  ^nt^  yQ»  by  Q^,  faying,  I  ab^i  th9.  Go4 
of  Abraham,  and  the  Go4  ^  If;^ac»  ai^l  the  God  of  Jaf  ob  i^ 
God  is  not  the  God  0f  tbf  de^ds  but;  tl^  God  of  tb^  living. 
:    <^  lp>  VhiS  15  %h^  foi|riih  iwferep^  ? 

A-  Th.«<:  ill.  Yr(H)eii%  ?nd  pisiFftcvtijig  Af  f4a^»  caen  wumg 
ni4  pffrfwirte  Ghrift  iiHlf^^f  i  AQs.  ii$,  4i  A«)4  be  {eHt/9  the 
fllltb,  iMid  b??f4  a  v^f  &yi^  ^n|^  b^jq[i,  ^jU^  Sai^,  if^hj 
pcffecuteft  thou  n^e  ? 
•  Q^  1 1 .  W4ii*  isi  tbp  fifth  imkitn^e  ? 
•  Af  Tb^t  i»  reHeying  and  ifefreibiwg  the  i^nt^  ve  reljievo 
and  refrefh  Chrift  bw^Jf  •,  M^tth.  xi;v.  35.^^6.  For  I  wn  m 
bungred,  and  ye  gave  m^  mf»kt  i  a^  I  waft  ^r%,,  ^d  ye  g^ve 
me  dfbiVi  I  wa^a  ^raj*g^rj  ajQ^  ye  toolj^  v^c  in  |  n^e4,^^n4 
ye  dp^th^d  pp  ;  I  v?§.fi|:Vt  ?nd  y?  yifited  nie  3,  1,  was  i|i  fxHio^^ 
iMid,  yg  i:«iBe  im^p  h^^  VejC  40.  Ia  as  muiih  gjsye  havi^  dou^ 
ir  unpa  w»  9f  tb«  Ipftft  o{  tM^  g^y  WV^^  y^  W^  4ope  ii 

Q^  1 2.  What  19  %h§  Ipift  i^f^re^^  ?. 
,  A*  TMthfigci^.g  fy4i9ip^tby  i^  Cbfrifti  under  al^  thi^pref% 
fares  and  grievances  of  his  people  5  Heb.  iv.  1 5.  We  biave  n^ 
?n  high  pried  vrhifih.  tja^ftot  be  toucbisd  yrifh  tb^  feeJJ^ng  of  gur 
Vifirmili^t  btti  Wft*  in  all  points  leijipted,  lik^  as  vr^  ^e^  ye| 
Vithoitffio.       ...  ^ 

'       <ifEf<nmi  Calling. 

Oueft.  31.  IPfTHat  is  cffeftual  calling? 
~  '   W  '  *  A-  Epfiual  caiUng  it  the  work  pfC^^i 

Spirit^  -whrehy  convincing  us  cf  our  Jin  and  mijery^  ml^kttn^ 
'in£  mr  minds  hv  ^kekn§iukdge,  cf  Chrift^  axidi  rmpfuinf  OUT 


viJISfhcidothptrfUildif  dUi  ttidik  bs  io  Miraa  y^fui  C^Hji^ 
fthfy  xffttei  io  iu  in  the  gtj^il 
Q^  I.  What  haakts  the  (flgferenc^  bfet*ech  dfeftual  ^d  ihtf* 

feftuki  citeftg  ? 

A.  InCffeSUal  aiiiHg  ft,  t^lifeii  ihett  hnvt  ndtftin^  Hoi  ttlfc 
«t*rhal  fdtiria  df  the  gtrijJrf;  M^hh.  fit.  i6.  Poi'  riiaiif  H 
called^  butiet^  chofeti.  £tffea4ial  ft,  Whe/i  the  i5i)int  ^  6fU  111 
coajunaiQn  with  iht  Wbfd  s  Joh'ft  W.  45.  It  k  WHftcd  16  'the 
ft^oplictsi  Arid  they  ihali  be  all  taught  &f  (Sod :  ev^^  flian 
tlierefore  that  Mth  hdafd,  and  h^thtdatn^d  of  the  Fathit*^  koUX^ 
ctbimto.me. 

Q^  a.  Whit  i^  the  Rf ft  aft  bflhd  Spirit  Ifa  ilTiadd  iaBthg  ? 

A.  Cdriviftidrtdf  fid  ;  Jbftifl  jWL  6.  Aiid  Men  he  1*  tdm^i 
he  Ifrill  It jtotc  the  v^ailA  of  fiii. 
.  Q^  2.  Dq  the  called  of  Gbd  hiar  ahy  Voice  fro*  havktt  ? 

A.  bt&nztHf  \ii%iddl  IVithoiit  fouhd,  i^t  ^  dffl^addtu  af 
ttft  aii<Uble  ^Ib*  frdA  ht^feA. 

Q^  4.  What  is  the  fccond  aft  of  the  Spirit  liti  otif  e^fltild 
callingj  '.  .  ^ 

A. Thcilluitiin;ddtl  tjfthfc  mirtd  ih the  IbioWlidgebf  Chrift  1 
AQk  Htvi.  1 8.  T'o  open  th«ii'  tycs,  aftd  to  tuf n  thfem  from  iitki 
ncfi  to  llghty  stftd  fro'tft  the  pdWei*  6i  Sat:lh  atttd  Gtjfl. 

Q^  5.  In  what  things  doth  it  cnUghten  them  ? 

A.  te  this ;  That  (Jhrift  is  their  only  remedy  \  A&s  !▼•  ii^ 
^ekfter  n  tha^e  filf  atidh  in  iiiy  other ;  tot^  there  is  licme  oiW 
name  under  heaven  givdij  arm^g  ihen,  ^Herehy  we  inuft  be 
fived.  Afid  ttieit  ^l-fttfficiene  retnedy  5  Heh.vU.  25.  Whircr 
fere  he  i^  abk  2dK>  to  faife  thdm  to  the  uttef iitoft  that  cotue  i^d-^ 
toGodb^Hifti.  ..  ^ 

0^6.  What  lithii  third  iff? 
"  A.  Hk  ^chewing  ofthefifxficr's  will,  aiidinalhig  if  flexible  J 
Wilift  ek.  3.  Thy  people  (haH  be  willhig  itl'  the  day^  of  thy 
power.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  A  new  hean  alfo  will^I  give  yoo^ 
and  a  hew  fpirif  will  I  piit  Within  ybn,  and  I  ^itltake  awajr  the 
ftwiy  h^att  ptit  rfyOUr  flefh,  and  1  will  gH^  you  an  heart  of  fleflv 

<J^  2:  ^^  ^^  ^'^  ^^^^  ^  Chrift  till  thus  be  enabled  ? 

A.  No  i  k  i*  fio*  itt  tfrti  pdwer  of  man's  ilatefe  or  ifllU  i^ 
thus  renewed  and  enabled;  Eph.  i.  1^,  2o«  And  what  i^the 
exceeding  |reatitefe  of  Kis  po\vci:  to  us-Ward,  who  bellevd,  ac- 
cofdmgto  the  i(r6rkingof  his  thigHy  po#cr,  which  he  wrt^oghjc 
i!i  Cbriftj  when  he  faifed  him  froih  the  d^ad,  ahJ  fet  hirji  oA 
his  irtm  ^^ht  hand  in  the  heaveitly  places.  John  ti.  44.  iSfo 
man  can  come  to  me  except  the  Fath(?r,  which  hzth  (cnt  :iie?,  ^  1 
drawKA,'  -  -    •  -'  ^ 
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Q.  8.  What  fort  of  men  are  mott  ordioarilf  called  ? 

A.  The  gpor  and  mean  ones  in  the  world  ;.  i  Cor.  i.  2(5.  For 
ye  fee  your  calling,  brethren,  Bow  that  not  many  wife  meif 
after  the  fiefh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  cal* 
ltA%  but  God  hath  chofeu  die  fbolifh  things  of  the  world  to 
confound  the  wife ;'  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty. 

Q^p.  What  is  the  firft  inftrud^ion  from  it  ? 

A.  Souls  effectually  called  are  never  loft  ^  Rom.  xi.  29^  For 
the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  riepentance. 

C^io.  What  is  the  fecotid  inftruGion  ? 

A.  All  things  co-operate  to  their  good  ;  Rom.  viii.  28.  For 
we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  his  purpofe. 

Q^i  I.  What  is  the  third  inftruftion  ? 

A  It  is  dangerous  to  refufe  God's  call;  Prov.  i.  24.Becaufe 
Ibave  called,  and  ye  have  refufed,  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand, 
and  no  man  regarded. 

Qi^i2. -What  is  the  laft  inftruiaion  ? 
,  A.  That  Chriftians  are  obliged  to  walk  fuitably  to  their  hea- 
venly calling ;  i  Tlieff.  ii.  12*,  That  ye  would  walk  worthy  of 
God,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory. 

Of  the  Concomitants  of  Vocation. 

Queft.  32.  TTTHgt  benefits  do  they  that  are  effcftually  called 
•     partake  of  in  this  life  ? 

A.  They  that  are  eff equally  called^  do  in  this  life  partake  of 
juflification^  adopt  ion^  and  fan  fHfication,  and  the  fever al  benefits 
which  in  this  life  do  either  accompany  or  flow  from  them, 

Q^i.  Are  all  that  be  effediually  called,  juftified  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  God  juftifies  all,  and  every  foul  that  obeys  and  an- 
fwers  his  call  j  Rom.  viii.  30.  Whom  he  called,  them  be  alfb 
juftified. 

0^2.  What  other  benefits  have  the  called  in  this  life  ? 

A.  They  are  all  the  adopted  children  of  God ;  Eph.  i.  5.. 
Having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children,  by  Je- 
fi|S  Chrift,  unto  himfelf,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  qf  his 
wilL 

0^3.  Are  thofe  all  the  benefits  the  called  receive  ? 

A.  Np ;  they  are  not  only  juftified  and  adopted,  but  alCi 
fenftified ;  i  Cor.  i.  30.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  jefusj 
who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and  fanc- 
tification,  and  redemption. 

Q.  4.  Oo  xthcfc  three  bleffings  come  fingly  to  the  called  ^  , 
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j^^  If o }  ^bey  arf3  ail  acfiDddpaniod  with  multkude^  oF  other 
meifings  fldvring'from  them  \  £ph.  i;  3.   BUife^  be  the  God 
ind  Father  of  our  Lord  Jcfua  Chrift,  >^ho  hath  bleffed  us  with  . 
aUfpiritual  bleffings,  in  heaVeniy  places  in  Ghrift* 

Q^  5.  What  ate  die  meixies  floi^liig  frotm  juftificatJbn  I 

A.  They  ate  great  and  manifold  ^  Rom;  v.  1,2^  39  4»5* 
Therefore  being  juftified  b^  JFa&th^  i^e  have  peaice  ifrith  God, 
thiough  our  i^xA  Je£us  i^rift,  by  whom  alfo  we  havie  accefd 
by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftsuid9  aiid  rejoke  in  hofe. 
Ibf  the  glory  of  God.       ,       .. 

<^  6.  Wh^rt  aire  the  benefits  flowiiig  ftom  adoftioii  ? 

A.  Free  accefs  to  God)  £ph.  iti.  124  In  whom  ^e  ba^e 
boMneiEs  said  acce&  w^th  confidence  by  t^e  faith  of  him.  And 
a  title  to  heaV^  ;  Rom.  viiK  17.  }i^  children^  theh  heirs. 

Q^  y.  What  blefiifigs  acconipany  fan£^ification  i^ 

A.  Uhioh  with  Cbtift )  Heb.  ii.  11.  For  both  he  that  fane- 
bliecfa^  and  dSey  iwho  ace  0ii£iified,  are  all  of  one;  And  right  to 
the  Inheritances  A€^  xx.  ^1.  And  now^  brethren,  I  com^ 
mend  you  to  God^  and  to  the  Vroid  of  his  grace)  which  is  able 
to  build  you  x^»  and  to  giVe  you  ah  inheritance  among  all  them 
which  s^e  faii£tified; 

(^  8.  What  is  the  firft  le^oii  firon^  Aeiice  f 

A«  That  they  are  enemies  to  their  own  foul^,  w(io  obey  not 
Uie  gof{)d[  call ;  %  Thef.  i.  8.  In  ilaniihg  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance  osi  diem  that  know  not  Ood^  and  £at  <»bey  not  the  jga- 
IpelofourLord  jcfiisChrift,  \        , 

Qj,  9.  What  is  the  fecohd  leflbii  jfrbfii  hchce  ?  V 

A.  Thatthe  eftate  of  bdievers  abounds  with  fpiritualprivi- 
l^cs  \  I  Cor.  iii;  22^  23.  Whethei^  Paulj  or  Apollos,  or  C%r 
pfaas^  or  the  world,  or  life,, or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  thin^ 
to  come,  all  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chjrift's,  attdChrill  iS  GocTSi 

C^io.  Whatis  the 'rittrdlef&fi  from  hcrtc^?  ^ 

A.  That  all  the  believer's  privileges  are  ^iVh' in  hc^e^  but 
iome  in  hand ;  i  John  iiL  1 1  Behold  what  mimhei-  of  love  tWe 
Father  hath  be&o  wed  upon  u^  that  we  (hbuld  be  called  cht 
fohsofGod.  ^    ''<'^  ' 

<|^  1 1 .  What  is  the  fourth  icffon  froni  hence  r 

A.  The  greateft  fufferers  for  Chrift  have  no  reafoh  to  repent 
fteir  call  5  Rom.  Viii.  18.  For  Ireckon'i  that  the  fuffcrings  or 
Uds  prefent  tidoe  are  not  worday  to  be  compared  ivith  the  glory 
that  ibali  be  revealed  iii  us.  v       , 

<^  i^.^  Whitt  is  the  laft  Icftbii  from  hence  ? 

As  That  ve  have  infinite  reafon  to  blcfc  Gyd  for  the  gofocl* 
Vol.  VHi,  C 
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by  which  we  are  called;  aThefil  n.  14,  Whereiinto he ca|* 

kd  you  by  our  gofpel* 

Of  Jujlif  cation. 

Qjjcft.  33.  TXT  H  A  T  is  juftifk^tjon  ? 

.yy  Av  Jujiification  is  an  oR  (f  God^s  free 
grace f  wherein  he  pardwieth  all  our  fins^  and  accept eth  us  as 
righteous  in  hisjight^  only  for  the  right eoufnefs  of  Chrifl  imput- 
fdto  usy  and  received  by  faith  alone. 

Q^  I.  What  are  the  parts  of  juftification  ? 

A»  It  confifts  of  two  parts,  Firfi^  The  pardon  of  fin  ;  A&& 
xiif.  39.  And  by  him  all  that  believe  are  juftified  from  all 
things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of 
JMofes.  Secondly y  The  acceptation  of  our  perfons  as  righteousk; 
Rom.  v.^  I,  2,. 3.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  al* 
(o  we  have  accefs  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand, 
and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Q.  2.  Whofe  a£l  is  it  to  juftify  finners  ? 

A.  It  is  the  ^aij  of  God  alone ;  Rom*  viii^  3-3.  It  is  God 
that  juftifieth.  Matn's  juftifying  of  himfelf  is  nothing;  Luke 
xvi.  15.  And  he  faid  unto  them.  Ye  are  they  which  juftify 
yourfelves. before  men^  but  God  knoweth  your  hearts;  for 
that  which  is, highly  efteemed  amongft  men,  is  abomination  in 
the  fight  of  God.  Nor  other  mens  juftifying  of  us ;  Rev.  iii.  i. 
I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  baft  a  name  to  live,  and  aft 
dead.  ' 

(^3.  Is  there  any  thing  in  man  to  merit  his  jttftification  i 
"  A*  No^  it  is  an  a6l  of  free  grace  in  God  \  Rom.  iii.  24. 
Being  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption 
which  is  in  Jefus  Cbrift.,  :*. 

Q^  4.  If  it  be  upt  for  any  inherent  righteoufneKi-  how  then  ? 

A.  It  is  fi^rtbcrighteoufnefs  of  Chrpl  imputed  to  us ;  Rom. 
2V.  6.  Even  ^s,  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  bleilednefs  pf  the  man 
unto  whom^  Gpd;imputeth  rightsovi^ii*  without  works. 

Q.  5-  IIow  is  Chrift's  rrght^fi^efe  mad<5  our5  ? 

A.  By  application  of  it  to  us  by  faith  ;  Gal.  ii.  16.  Know- 
ing that  a'man  is  not  juftified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by 
the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  we  might  be  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  not  by  the 
works  of  the  law ;  for  by  the  works  of  the  law  ihall  no  fieftr  be 
juftified. 

Q^.  6.  Is  it  not  partly  by  Chrift's  rightcoufu»fs  made  ours> 
and  partly  our  own  ?  ,      , 


An  Bxpojiiion  rf  the  AJfembty*s  Catechifin*  19 

A.  No  ;  by  Chrift's  righteoufnefS)  without  any  mixture  of 
t>urs$  Rom.  iii.  28.  Therefore  we  conclude,  that  a  mania 
juftified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law. 

<^  7.  But  doth  not  James  fay  otherMrife,  James  ii.  14.  What 
doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a  man  (ay  he  hath  faith 
and  have  not  works  ;  Can  f^ith  fave  him  ? 

A.  The  two  apoftiescontradi^i  not  one  another;  Paul  fpeaks 
of  |<iftific3tion  before  God  9  and  James  of  Joftiiying  our  faith 
hefore  men. 

<^  8.  Is  no  r^ard  &en  to  be  had  to  good  works  ? 

A.  Yes,  very  great;  they  that  believe,  muft  be  caieful  to 
maintain  good  works ;  Tit.  iiL  8.  That  diey  which  have  be- 
lievi^d  ia  God,  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works.  Thefe 
dimgs  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men. 

Q.  9.  Why  can  none  be  juftified  by  ^orks  i 

A.  fiecauie  all  are  guilty  before  God ;  Rom.  iii.  29.  Is  he 
the  God.of  the  Jews^mly  ?  Is  he  not  alfo  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Tes, 
of  the  Gentiles  alfo.  And  the  law  curfes  all  that  are  under 
guilt ;  Gal.  iii.  io«  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in 
all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them*- 

<^  10.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
.  A-  The  happy  ftate  of  believers  who  are  now  it  peace  with 
God;  Rom.  V.  i«  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And  whom 
he  juftifieth  he  glbrifieth.  Rom.  viii.  30.  Whom  he  juftifiedsr 
them  he  alfo  glorified. 

(^  1 1 .  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  excellency  and  ncccfiity  of  faith ;  Rom.  iii.  30. 
The  circumcifion  is  juftified  by  faith,  and  the  uncircumciGon 
through  faith. 
•   Qi  12.  What  is  the  third  inference  f 

A.  That  the  greatneis  of  fin  is  no  bar  to  faith,  finceit  is  die 
ri^hteoufiiefs  of  Chrift  that  juftifieth;  2  Cor.  v.  21.  For  he 
hath  ms^de  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  wo  fin,  that  we 
may  be  made  the  righteoufnefis  of  God  in  him. 

<^  1 3.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  believers  ought  to  be  exceeding'humWe,  and  far 
from  boafting.  The  law  of  faith  excludes  boafting ;  Rom. 
til.  27.  Where  is  boafting  then?  It  is  excluded:  by  what 
Jaw  ?  of  work|  ?  nay,  but  by  the  law  of  faithi 

C  2 


^  4$i  E^pqfitm  if  tie  4ffendfly*l  Vaiifciif^^ 

Of  Adaption.      , 

W  A.  Ad^tifmUmaRrf€vi^3firee^grnie^ 
inhir.fbff  vff  0rg  rieceivcd  into  the  numifr^  tufii  have  a  right  id 
allthe  privileges  ^thf  Sons  Y  Cod, 

Q^  I,  JfoW  v^way  fortt  of  Sons  are  Acre  i  " 
.  A.  Tl^ere  is  tme  hj  gcner^ioni  ai^d  another  by  adopdois  ; 
John  i.  iTa  13-  But  as  dia^  as  received  him,  to  them  gaTe  W 
power  to  lKic(wo  tW  Ibqs  tof  G6d»  eyei^  to  iSbcn  that  beljeve. 
in  l|i$  same  i  wbic^  wm  boriif  '»<>t  of  bipod«  i»or  of  the  wii^ 
of  the  flefti,  tier  pf  the  wii|l  of  man,  but  ^f  God. 

0^2.  Wha^  ino¥e8  God  Up  adop^  my  m«ft  ? 

A;  Nothing  but  his  jfree'love  |  x  ^ofan  tii.  i*  %l^|d  vba| 
l(nanher  of  loi^  the  i^ather  hsu^bcfftoWedbn  its,  that  we  ibofild 
beoaicdthefonf  of  Ood.  '    '  ' 

Q^  3.^  Xs  this  privilege  common  UfiH  men  ? 

A.  Noi  itiapi^uUaftothem  thatrecdycM  ^Ipii.ti* 
l^t  a$  Inany  as.  received  him»  iq  theqi  gave  be  power  to  fae«* 
^m«  tbe  fiws  of  God. 

Qi,  4»  What  is  the  $rft  pfoperty  of  adf^ 

A-  it  is  a  cc^ftly  relation*,  'Gall  iv.  4.  Wheii  thefiilneft  o^ 
^ine  was  qome,  God'  fe]^  fibr^  his  Soa^^  made  of  a  womaiit 
Qiade  xihdcfr  the  laVTf  to  redeem  them  that  wece  liodei:  the  lawt 
^ihat  wc  Tni^t  wcive  tJic  adopt;ioh  of  Ions.     * 

Qi  5#  'What  is  the  fccond  property  of  adoption  I 

A.  Itis'an  hi^h  ahd  honourable  rebidon ;  i  Johi|  iii«  j^ 
Behold  what  V^nxier  ojF  lor^  t^e  Father  hath  befiowed  on  us,' 
mat  we  ftiou^dibp  called  •  ^ 

<^  6.  What  is  the  third  property  of  adoption  ? 

Ai  It  is  a  free  relation  on  Gbd*§  part ;  Jiph.  i.  4,  5.  Accord- 
ing a(  iie'l^e^b  diofen  vs  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
^orld»  that  Wf  ftould  be  holy  ai^d  witbotit  blame  before  his^ 
ill  l9y0»     Hltvuig  pVi^ft^  us  iinto  the  adoption  of  ehil« 

dren,  by  Jefus  Qmft  to'hunfelf,  accbrdiinig  to  the  good  pk^T 
{ure  of  his  will/   'And  it  makes  u^  btic^i  John  viii.  36.  If  the. 
|^(^'^r(^lb|»e  (hall  make  you  fjree,  ye  ihal}  be  free  indeed. 
'  0^7*  Whjtfisthe  fourth  properky  of  adoption? 

A.  I)t  is  9  pcivniaiient  relation  ;  John  viii.  35.  The  Son  Zf 
bidcth  in  the  hoiifc  for  ever. 
■  Cti,  8.'  What  is  the  6rft  ^privilege  of  the  adopt^  ? 

A.  They  have  an  in  tereft  in  Qod,  as  children  in  a  father  i 
z  Cor.  vi,  18.  AndjI  will  be  a  Father  unto  you^i  and,y^  ih^' 
^.  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Ahnighty. 


%^  9*  What  i»  the  ftcond  privilege  ? 

A.  Being  God's  fonst  they  are  h^trs  of  God^  aiKl  joint  fcein^ 
^ith  Chrift  3  Rom.  Tiii.  17.  And  if'cfaildreii,,  ^en  beirsi  heirs 
ftf  God,  aiMl  Johit  heirs  with  Cbiift, 

Q^  10.  Vihs^  is  the  third  privilege  ? 

A.  SeaCpnahle  at^d  boftified  a^^ons ;  lieb,  :pi«  ^.  He 
fcourgeth  every  fon  yrhom  he  rcceiveth. 
'  <^  1 1  •  What  is  the  tpunh  privilege  i 

A.  The  attendance  ^d  miniftry  evangels  \  |ieb.  u  14.  Are 
^ey'oot  aU  nlm^iftriitg  fpiritSf  fent  fonh  to  tninifter  ibr  then% 
who  (hall  be  heirs  of  falvation  ? 

0^12-  \V hat  is  the  fifth  privilege  ? 

A,  The  affiftancc  of  the  Spirit  in  prayef ;  Rom.  tiii.  T5»  For 
^e  have  not  received  the  fpiric  of  boi^age  again  to  fears  but 
ychave  received^  the  Spirit  of  a<)^tion»  wheieby  we  cry^  Ahba^ 
Father,  ^d  God's  audience  of  their  prayers  1. 1  Joon  v.  14. 
And  this  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  i^  b^,^  That  if  we 
aft  any  thing  accordkig  to  his  wiilj  he  bearetb  i^» 

(^13.  What  nfc  ft^d  we  make  «rf  this  ? 

A.  It  teacfaetb  n%  to  carry  ourfelves  as  chiidren»  to  our  hea- 
venly Father.  Firjtf  In  our  imitarion  of  him}  £ph.  v.  i. 
fte  ye  therefore  followers  of  God,  as  dear  cbUciren.  Snondfyj 
(noiMrfubmiiion  tohimj  Heb.  xii.  9.  Furthermore,  we  have 
had  fathers  of  qm  flelh,  who  corre£led  us,  and. we  gave  them 
reverence;  (hall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  fubje£lion  to  the 
Father  of  fpirits,  and  live?  Thirdly ^  In  our  dependance  on 
him ;  Matth.  v.  32.  For  your  heavenly  Father  knowcth  thac 
you  have  need  of  all  tbefe  things. 

,        Qf  SanBification* 

Qaeft.  35.  TXTHat  i$ fanaification  ? 

VV  ^'  SLaniiificati^nis  theiDOrkofG^^sfr^ 
gracti  v^reiy  ive  ^are  rentv>ed  in  the  Vfhole  man  after  the 
itnage  of  God,  and  are  enabled  more  and  more  t^  die  untofin%  and 
live  unto  rigkteGufnefi. 

(li  I.  What  are  the  parts  of  fanaification  ? 

A.  Dying  ukto  fin,  and  living  unto  God  5  Rom.  vi.  11. 
tiikewife  reckon  yt  aMb  yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  firi, 
W  alive  unto  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

Oi  2.  Who  is  the  Author  of  fan£lification  I 

A.  God  only  j  Jnde  vcr.  1.  To  them  that  are  fenftifi^d  by 
^od  the  Father. 

^3-  What  is  the  inftrnment  of  it? 
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A.  The  word  of  God ;  John  x?ii.  17.  laii£lify  them  dilo* 
thy  truth  ;  thy  word  is  truth. 

Qj4.  What  part  of  man  i$  fan£tified  i 

A*  Every  part,  bodi  of  foul  and  body  ;  i  Thef.  v.  23. '  And 
the  very  God  of  peace  fan£iify  you  whoUy ;  and  I  praj  God 
your  whole  fpirit,  foul  and  body  be  prcferved  blamelels  unto 
the  coming  pf  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Q^  5.  Is  fanfiification  peife£led  at  once  ? 

A.  Nbi  but  by  degrees ;  2  Pet.  tii.  iS.  3ut  grow  in  graee^ 
nxxA  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour .^us  Chri|L 

0^6.  When  will  it  be  made  perfieCb  ? 

A.  When  we  come  to  heaveUf  and  not  before;  i  Cor.  xiii. 
lO)  II.  But  when  that  which  is  perfeft  is  come,  then  diat 
which  is  in  part  fliall  be  done  away. 

<^  7.  What  are  the  figns  of  true  fan&ification  ? 

A.  When  it  runs  into'  all  parts  of  our  conver£ition  ;  i  Pet. 
i.  i]p.  But  as  he  which  hath  called  you  is  hdy,  fo  be  ye  holy 
in  all  maner  of  converfation.  Sec9niUy^  And  continues  to  the 
end ;  Rev.  xxii.  1 1 .  Let  him  that  is  holy,  be  holy  ftill* 

(^^.  What  is  the  infeparable  companion  of  ianAification  ? 

A.  Righteoufnefe  towards  men ;  Luke  i.  74,  75.  That  be 
would  grant  finto  us,  that  we  being  delivered  put  of  the  handa 
of  our  enemies,  might  feive  him  without  fear,  m  holinefe,  and 
and  righteoufnefs  before  htm  all  the  dap  of  our  life. 

Q^  9.  What  isoppoiite  to  fan£tiftcation  f    . 

A.  All  filthinefsof  fleih  and  fpirit)  aCor.  vii.  i.  Having 
therefore  thefe  promifes,  dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  Ipirit. 

<^  10.  What  18  the  privilege  of  the  (anAified  ? 

A.  They  are  all  clcfted,  and  (hall  be  glorified ;  1  Pet.  i. 
2,4.  Elcfl:  according  to  the  fore-knowledge  of  God  the  Fa^ 

ther,  through  fan£tification  of  the  Spirit to  an  inheritance 

incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved 
in  heaven  for  you. 

Oil.  What  is  the  cafe  of  them  who  live  and  die  unfanc- 
tificd  ? 

A.  They  fhall  never  fee  God ;  Jleb.  xii.  14*  Follow  peace 
with  all  men,  andholinefs;  without  which,  no  man  fliall  fee  ^ 
the  Lord.  .  , 

Q^i  2.  What  difFcrenceth  true,  from  pretended  fan^ification? 

A.  True  fanftification  purgcth  the  heart  from  the  love  of 
fin  J  Rom.  vii.  15.  For  that* which  I  do,  I  allow  not.  An4 
the  life  from  the  dominion  of  fin ;  Rom*  vi.  1^9.  As  ye  have 
yielded  your  members  fervants  to  uncleanneisi  and  to  iniqui* 
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%  onto  iniquity ;  even  fp  now  yield  your  members  ferva&U  x» 
lighteouihers,  unto  hoiinefs.. 

Q.  1 3 .  May  great  finners  be  fan£tified  ? 

A.  Tes  ;  the  Spirii  of  God  can  fandify  the  vileft  heart  \ 
I  Cor.  vi.  1 1.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you ;  but  ye  are  waihed» 
but  ye  are  fan£Ufied. 

Of  Ajfwrance^  the  Fruit  of  Juftification. 

Queii.  36.  X^T^^^  ^^^  ^^  benefits  which  in  this  life  do 
W      either  accompany,  or  flow  from  juftifi^ 
cation,  adoption,  and  fan£Uficacion  ? 

A.  The  benefits  winch  in  this  life  do  either  accompany  ^  or  flow 
fromjufi^cationf  adoption,  and  Janffif cation,  are  ajjfurance  of 
Gats  love,  peace  of  confctence,  joy  in  the  hofy  Chqft,  increafg  ^ 
grace,  and perfeverance  therein  to  the  end. 

^  I.  Is  affurance  poi&ble  to  be  attained  in  this  life  ? 

A.  Tes ;  for  Ibme  have  had  it ;  Cant.  rt.  3.  i  am  my  be? 
loTcd's,  and  my  bdoved  is  mine.  And  all  Chrifttan»are  com* 
manded  to  drive  for  it ;  2  Pet.  i.  10.  Wherefore  the  rather,  bre- 
thren, give  diligence,  to  make  your  calling  and  cle£Uoa  fnre; 

Q.  2.  How  many  ibrts  of  affurance  are  there  ? 

A.  There  is  an  obje^ve  aflurance  \  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feat» 
The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.  And  a  fubje^ve  or 
perfonal  aflurance ;  Gal*  ii.  20.  Who  loved  me,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  me. 

0^3.  Is  perfonal  aflurance  perfe£l  in  this  life  ? 

A.  No ;  it  admits  of  doubts  and  fears,  which  interrupts  it, 
and  it  is  not  always  at  one  height  \  i  Cor.  xiii.  lo.  When  that 
which  is  perfe£t  is  come^  then  that  which  is  in  part  Ihall  bt 
done  away.  ^ 

(^4.  On  what  tcftimony  is  perfonal  affurance  built  ? 

A.  Upon  the  teftimony  of  God^s  Spirit  witneffing  with  ours ; 
Rom.  viii.  1 6.  The  Spirit  itfelf  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirtt» 
tbat  we  are  the  children  of  God» 

0^5.  Doth  the  Spirit  make  ufe  of  figns  in  us  to  affure  us  i 

A.  Yes;  ordinarily  he  doth ;  I  Johi^  iii.  14.  We  know 
that  we  are  paffed  from  death  to  life,  betaufe  we  love  the  bre^ 
thren.  And  ver.  24.  Hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  uSy 
by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us« 

Q^  6.  How  is  true  affurance  difcemed  from  prefumption  ? 

A.  True  affurance  humbles  the  foul  \  Gal.  ii.  20.  I  am 
cnidSed  with  Cbrift ;  nevcfthelefs  I  live  5  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 
liveth  in  me.    And  makes  the  foul  afraid  of  ^n^  2  Coir^  iiA* 
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K.  Hfttkig  dierefcHre  thefe  promifes^  dearif  btlpwd,  ki  ia& 
cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  iilthineis  of  the  fleih  a.ad  fptrit^  pes^ 
fefiiiig  holinefs  iii  the  fear  of  God* 

0^7.  Wfiac  is  tbe  ufiial  feafoa  ofaflunHlce  j 

A.  The  tiffie  of  grcateft  fiifferings  for  Chrift }  i  Per.  it.  1 4; 
If  ye  be^  reproached  for  the  nameoiChrift,  happy  are  ye ;  far 
the  Spirit  of  glory,  and  of  God  refteth  upon  you. 

0^8.  Is  pcrfonai  aflurance  abfoloteVy  ncceffary  to  falvation  ? 

A.No(  a  mausnaybe  favedyand  in  Chrifti  without  it| 
]£i.  L  to.  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord^  that  o- 
beyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervantj  that  walketh  in  dai1(iiefe»  ao^ 
iMlji  no  light  ?  Let  hiin  truft  in  the  fUMBie  ef  th«  Lprd^  smd 
ftay  v^n  his  Go<i. 

Q^^.  What  is  the  fruit  of  aflurance  ?   , 
"^  A.Joy  unfpeakable  amidft  outward  tro«Mes|  ]lom.¥.  \u 
And  not  only  fo,  but  wc  ^o  joy  in  Go4,  through  our  l«ord 
}«fus  Chrifty  by  whom  we  have  now  received  die  atotxemeot. 

Qc  ^'^ •  W*^»t  fi*^*  ufiially  eclipfe  our  affurdtice  ? 

A.  I^eg^igence  in  duty  ftarves  it^  2  Pot.  i.  10^  Give  dftli* 
gence  ^  mahe  your  calling  and  e)e£|ion  fiire :  For  if  jre  44 
thefe  things  ye  fliali  never  fall.  And  inning  againA  lights 
ftabs itH  Pfalm  Ji.  S.  Make ooe  tohear  joy  andgladnefs \  that 
ihe  hones  which  thou  hitft  hroben  mny  rejoioe. 

Q^  1 1 .  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  this  A^nnt  t 

A.  That  Qto  «nr<^enerate  .pc^foa  caa  h^v^  any  ai{uran<3eii 
for  it  is  the  fruit  of  juftification,  adoption^  and  (iimSifiQ^iQn. 

(Xt  2j  What  is  the  fecond  inference  t 

itTrhat  all  the  joys  of  heaven  are  oot  to  coa^i^e  j  but  fcimd 
tXMnmiinicated  m  ibh  life  i  i  F^et.  i*  3«  Whoim  bmii^  no^ 
feen  ye  love  5  ici  whom  though  i?K>w  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  beliiev- 
ing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory. 

Q^  1 3.  What  is  the  third  inference  i 

A.  Xhat  -aflured  believers  need  to  be  cif!Cumfpe^  pedQns^ 
that  they  grieve  not  the  Sipirit;  Eph*  iv*  30.  And  grieve  xkcf. 
the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  &40d  Mfto^idPie  ^ay  ^ 
redemptioiu 

Of  Peace  (^  Cmfcievbcfi, 
Queft.  I.  "X ^[THatdoth  the  word  Peace  fighi^in  fcripture^ 
-  \^  ^'  i»  ^«  language  of  the  01d-Tef{amcnit 
it  fignifies  all  temporal  good;  i  Sajea*  xxv.  6.  Peace  be  bot-h  tp 
thee,  and  peace  be  in  thine  houfe,  and  peace  be  ufitQ  all  that 
t)|ou  haft.  And  in  the  New-Teflament  all  ifpecial  good  v  as 
tz  "^Theflr.  iiy  i6*  Now  ihe  Lord  of  peace  himfelf  give  yon  j^a^ 
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t^2.  Wliat  are  the  kinds  of  fpecial  peace  f ' 

A.  There  it  a  t^vofold  peace ;  one  without  ciS)  by  recohcili- 
^B^a ;  Rom.  ir.  i «  Hierefore^  being  juftified  by  faith)  we  have 
^cace  Tn^ich  God.  And  peace  within  us,  by  way  of  confolati- 
tm  i  Goh  lit.  1 5.  Akd  let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  your  hearts. 

Qt  3.  What-didouir  peace  o^  Chrift  ? 
^    A^  It  coft  him  bloody  iiripes  and  fufferings  j  tfa*  liii.  5. 
^e  chaftiftmeiit  of  ovr  pea^e  was  upon  him ;  and  by  his 
ftripes  #e  are  healed. 

0^4.  Can  none  have  trtte  p«kee  but  fuch  as  are  in  him  ? 

A.  No  I  odidrs  may  hare  falfe  peace}  Luke  ti.  at.  Wheii 
^  firong  man  armed  ke^peth  his  psjaoe^  his  goods  are  in  peace. 
But  belieVers^  only  hai^  truis  peaoei  Rom^  v^  t.  Thereferei 
Siting  juTtified  by  faith^  we  hare  pea^e  with  God  through  ou^ 
Lord  jfcfus  Ghrift . 

(^  tw  Have  jdl  hdtevers  peaite  in  thtir  cohfdenides  at  aU 
times  r 

A.  N0|  Acj  afe  always  in  a  ftate  6f  peatei  but  haW  Hot  air- 
ways the  fettfe  of  peate;  Ifa.  1.  10.  Who  is  amoiigyou  thai 
Seareth  the  Lolrd,  and  obeyetfa  the  toiee  of  his  fervant,  that 
walketfa  in  darknefs^  and  hath  no  light  f  Let  him  tpiA,  in  the 
iiame  of  die  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  hit  God. 

Q^  6.  What  is  tfakt  which  hiadcrs  the  fenfe  of  peace  in  be- 
fiercraP  % 

.  A.  Their  fins  againft  the  Lord^  ftnd  grieting  of  his  Spirit  i 
tfa.  lit.  t.  But  your  iniquities  have  feparated  l^tween  you  and 
your  God  (  axld  jrour  fins  have  hid  his  face  from  you«  that  he 
trffl  Hot  hear. 

^  7.  What  maintains  the  ftatts  of  peace  when  the  fenfe  di^ 
|»ace  is  loft  ? 

A^  Chrift's  eonttnual  atld  potetit  intcrceflioki  Vrith  th/;  Midler 
fei^  us  V  I  John  it.  1 2.  My  little  children^  theie  things  write  t 
tuito  yoi^  that  y^  fin  not :  And  if  any  mati  fiti,  we  htive  an 
Advocate  with  the  Father^  Jrfus  Chrift  the  ilghteoUS. 

0^8.  What  is  the  beft  way  to  maintain  oar  peacte  with  &od  f 
.  A.  Stri&  walking  by  gofpel  fuleSl  Gal.  vi.  10.  And  as 
tnany  as  walk  According  to  this  rule  ;  peace  be  on  them^ 

(^94  Dpth  this  peace  Come  and  go  with  outward  peate  ? 

A.  No ;  we  may  enjoy  this  when  no  peace  is  to  be  bad  in 
Ac  world  J  John  xvi.  33*  THefr- things  I  have  fpoken  unto 

J9U,  th;it  in  me  ye  might  have  peaite.    In  the  world  yS  fiiaU 
are  tribulation }  but  be  of  good  chefr,  I  havf  overcome  the 
world. 

Vot/iaat-     ,         .        l>         ^       /_   :  .  .  . 
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Q^  lo.  What  is  the  firft  inftru6\ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  wicked  are  in  a  fad  cafe  at  all  times,  but  efpe- 
cialiy  in  evil  times  \  Ifa.  Ivii.  ao,  zi.  But  the  wicked  ^e  Uke 
the  troubled  fea  when  it  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire 
and  dirt.    There  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 

(^  II.  What  is  the  fecond  initrudtion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  chief  care  of  a  Chriftian  fliould  be  to  keep  his 
peace  with  God;  Jer.  xvii.  17.  Be  not  a  terror  \o  mej  thoti 
art  my  hope  in  the  day  of  evil.  1 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  laft  inftriiftion  from  hence? 

A;  Let  the  faints  long  to  be  in  heaven,  the  ftate  of  full  and 
pcrfcdi  peace;  Ifa.  Ivii.  2.  He  Ihall  enter  into, peace;  they 
ihaU  reft  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  bis  uprightiie£s« 

Of  Joy  in  the  Holy  Chojl. 

Queft.  I .  T  T  OW  mariy  forts  of  joy  are  there  among  men  ? 
J[7X  ^'  There  is  a  fenfitive  joy ;  Afts  xiv.  17. 
Ncverthelels  he  left  not'  himfelf  without  witnefs,  in  that  he  did 
good,  and  gave  us  rain  from  heaven  and  fruitful  feafons,  fil- 
ling our  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs.  A  Hnfiil  joy  ;  Prov. 
XV.  21.  Folly  is  joy  to  him  that  is  deftitute  of  wifdom.  And 
a  fpiritual  joy ;  Rom.  v.  11 .  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  alfo  joy 
in  God  through  our  Lord  Jefu«  Chrift. 

0^2.  Why  is  fpiritual  joy  called  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft  ?    ' 
'  A-  Becaufe  the  holy  Ghoft  is  the  author  of  it ;   Gal.  v.  22» 
iBut  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,   eirr. 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  firft  thing  begets  joy  in  the  faints  i 

A.  The  firft  thing  they  joy  in  is,  their  juftification  before 
God ;  Ka.  Ixi.  10.  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord  ;  my  foul 
Ihall  be  joyful  in  my  Gbd  j^for  he  hath  cloathed  me  with  the 
gahi^ents  of  falvatipn,"  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robes  of 
righteoufnefs.  Rom.  v.  11.  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  alfo  joy 
in  (iod,  through  dur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  ^c  have 
now  received  the  atonement. 

'Qi^4J  What  is  the  fecond  thing  that  brcieds  this  joy  ? 
.  A.  'Hope  of  glory  breeds  joy  in  the  faints ;  Rom.  v.  2* 
And  rejoice,  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Q^  5.  What  is  tlie  inftrument  by  which  the  Spirit  conveys 
th'is  joy  ? 

*  A.  Faith  is  the  inftrument  of  it;  Phil.  i.  25.  Andhavinjg 
this  tJOnfidence,  I  know  that  I  ftiall  abide  and  continue  with 
you  all,  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith. 

O^  6.  What  1%  the  firft  property  of  this  joy  ? 

A.  It  is  joy  unfplakablc^  aud  full  of  glory;  i  Pet.  L  8. 
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Jcfieviii^,  ye  rejoice,  with  joy  uripeakabic,  and  full  of  glory 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  fccond  property  of  it  ? 

A.  -That  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  deprive  the  faints 
of  it;  John  xvi.  2a.  And  your  joy  no  ni,an  taketh  from  you. 
.  Q^  8.  What  isrthc  third  property  of  it  ? 

A.  It  makes  the  foul  free  and  chearful  in  the  wayS' of  obe- 
dience ;  Vial.  cxix«  32.  I  will  run  the  ways  of  thy  command* 
ments,  'when  thou  (halt  enlarge  my  heart. 

Q^  9.  What  is  moft  deftruftive  to  a  Chriftian's  joy  ? 

A,  Sin,  efpecially  fin  againft  light ;  Pfalm  li.  8.  Make  me 
t»  hear  joy  and  gladnefs,  that  the  bones  which  thou  hafl;  bro- 
ken may  rejoice. 

q.  10.  What  ihould  be  the  main  care  of  a  Chriftian  in  this 
world  > 

.  A.  To  maintain  his  joy  in  God  to  the  laft ;  A£l$  xx.  24. 
But  none  of  thefe  things  move  .me ;  neither  count  I  my  life 
dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that  I  might  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy. . 

Q^  1 1.  Have  not  hypocrites  their  joys  as  well  as  real  Chri- 
ftians  ? 

A.  Yes;  but  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  is  not  grounded  upon 
fcripture- warrant,  and  will  vaniih  away,  and  will  eom<e  to 
nothing  at  laft;  John  v.  35.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  ihin- 
ing  light ;  and  ye  were  willing  for  a  feafon  to  rejoice  in  his 
light. 

Qj^.i2.  What  IS  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  Let  all  that  expe£t  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft,  fee  that  they 
preferve  purity  of  confcience  and  converfetion ;  2  Cor.  i.  1%. 
For  our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  teftimony  of  our  confcienc^,  that 
in  fimplicity,  and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhiy  wifdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  copveriation  in  the 
world,  and  more  abundantly  to  you- wards. 

(^13.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  religion  isrno  melancholy  thing,  but  the  fountain 
of  all  joy  and  plcafure  ;  Prov.  iii.  17.  Her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

Of  the  Increaje  of  Grace. 
Queft.  I.  TXOth.all  true  grace  increafe  and  grow  ? 

\  3  A.  Yes,  it  doth,  like  the  morning  light ; 
Prov.  iv.  18.  The  path  i)f  the  juft  is  as  the  ftiining  light,  that 
fliineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day.  And  for  that 
end,  God  hath  ajipointed  minifters  and  ordinances  \  Eph.  iv. 
11,.  1 2.  And  he  gave  fome,  apoftles ;  and  fome,  prophets; 
^d  fome^  evangciiils ;  and  fome,  paftors  and  teachdi^  ^  tpc: 

D2  '. 


^he  perfeding  of  tke  (aiutB^  fdn^  the  work  of  the  man&rf^   ft# 
the  edifjiiig  of  the  tiody  of  QhiiiL 

q.  2.  Ca(iiiior£ilfe»  or  feeming,  gnce  grow  i 

A.  It  may  4^8  ^Ps!  ^'^  ^^^^  ^  flo^riih^  £bf  a  time,,  but 
ComeQ  not  to  peife&ion  |  Lttke  yiii.  14.  And  diat  tfhkh  fell 
^aMmg  thonit,  are  they^  whiqb  irhpa  diey  hate  beardy  gofoitfa^ 
and  affe-choaked  with  the  cmse^  and  riches^  vfdi  plca(hre8<^f 
this  ]i£c^  and  brin^  no  fmtf  to  perfedion* 

0^3*  Whattst^iiritfefpedin  whidigi?CK^fOwfr? 

A.  h  gpK>ws  by  deeper  iroting  itfidf  it^  t^e  fi^  ;  ]&ph*  liL 
117.  ThatChrift  teay  mrell  m  yoiu*  hcastsk  hv  fiiith  ;  that  y# 
li>euig  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  \^  abte^  <^ 

0^4*  Wki?  isthefecoiidrefpei^ormanner  of  ks  growth  ^ 

A.  It  grow$  in  refpef^  of  its  greater  iitnefs  apd  readine&  fet^ 
a£l$  of  obedknce  ^  Col.  i«  1 1.  Etrengtiliened  wfth  att  fx\if(bt^ 
according  to  his  glorious  poiwert  iuito  all  patience^  and  long*. 
JTuffering,  with  joyfu^{s« 

q.  5/ Wbac  ia  the  ^rd  re^ft  or  manner  of  it» growth  f 

A^  It  grows  in  refped  of  its  abilities  to  fix  ^e  m^nd  aoore 
fttadiiy  on  fpiritu^  tjiingsw  Hence  grown  Chiiilians  are  cal* 
Jed^iritual  n^en;*  Gal.  vi.  i*  Ye  which  are  fpiritaalj^  reftore: 
inch  an  one  in  the  fpirit  <xf  nieeiuie&. 

0^6.  Wby  ^^  ail  true  grapa  grow  ? 

A:  Becauie  there  is  a  ftati^^e  to  which  Chriftians  are  appobtr. 
^ ;  EpI^.  iy.  ^3.  T^U  we  a^  ^me  in  the  unity  of  the  faitb,^ 
alkd  of  the  l^wledi^  xKB^^vcrleQi  xnan,^ 

imto  the  nveafiare  ofthe  ftature  of  the  fubiefs  of  Chrift. 

<^  y.  What  are  the  eai^fes  of  a  Chriftiati's  grpwtb  } 

A.  UFnic^  iKfith  Cbrift  y '  John  xtr.  4.  As  t^e  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  p^  itfel^  ^cept  it  abide  in  the  Titi<;  ^  no  mon^  can 
ye»  except  ye  abide  ii^  me.  And  his  bleffings  on  the  ordi^ 
nances  \  Ifa.  Iv.  <a,  j^  i .  Foras  the  rain  cometh  downy  and  the 
ihow  from  heaven^  and  r^nieth  not  thither,  b^t  watereth  the. 
^arth»  and  mahetb  it  brmg  jfbr^  and  bud,  that  k  may  giv^ 
iced  to  the  fewer,  and  bread  U)  the  eater ;  fo  (hall  my  word  b^ 
that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth  \  it  (hall  no.^  return  unto  me 
void,  butfitil^li  aqcompltfh  that  which  I  pleafe,  anditihaB^ 
prolper  in  ti^e  thing  whereto  I  fent  it.  And  providences  y 
rhil.  i.  19.  P&r  I  know  that  this  (hall  turn  to  my  fcilvation 
^ro'  your  prayers,  and  the  fupplyoftfae  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift« 

0^8.  May  not  true  grace  fometimes  decay  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  may  5  Rev.  it.  4.  Neycrthelefs,  I  have  fome-t: 
"ffhat  againft  sbee,  bec^fe  thou  haitl^t  thy  firftloye.    li^' 
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m^^^ifi  tjelmnup*  Whofeever  k  born  of  God^  doth 
|)0t  GOouKik  fin  I  for  h»  feed  remaineth  in  kim. 
<^  9.  What  k  tbe  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  To  blefs  God  £pr  gpofpel  ordinances}  Pfakn  xcii.  I3>  f4. 
Thok  that  be  fiamied  m  the  houfe  of  the  Lord»  ihall  flouriih 
IB  the  OQiirt»q|  ouf  CiMl^  thev  (ball  ftill  bring  forth  fruit  in 
fU  age  }  they  IbaU  be  fat  and  flovriftiing, 
Q^  lOk  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 
A.  Hefice  we  fee  the  miferaWc  ftate  of  them^  -that  grdw 
ireife  and  worfe  1^  Jude,' ver.  1 2*  Thefe  are  fpots  in  your  feafts 
of  chant^j^  when  they  feaft  with  you,,  feeding  themfelves  with- 
^Bt  fear :  Clduds  they  are  without  water,  carried  about  of 
ynmdb  t  Trees  whofe  fruit  witheretb,  without  friiiti  X^k^  ie^d^ 
plucked  up  by  the  root. 
Q^  1 1  •  What  is  the  third  inference  i 
A.  Chnftiaas  {houjd  not  be  diicouraged  at  their  weakneis  in 
grace,  forthey  hafcamtrcifulChrift^  Ifaiahxlii.  3.  A  bruif - 
cd  reed  ibail  be  not  break  y  and  the  fmoaking  flax  fhall  be  not 
quench  ;  he  (hall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth.     And  a 
fure  promife  \  Job  xvii.  9.*  The  righteous  alfo  fhall  hold  on  his 
Way  \  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands,  Ihall  be  ftronger  and 
ftronger. 
Q^  12,  What  is  th«  laft  inference  ? 
A.  That  ail  true  Chriftians  draw  daily  nearer  and  nearer 
tttthe  heavenly  and  perfc<3:  ftate;  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  For  which 
pnk  we  faint  not  \  but  though  our  outward  man  pcriQi,  yet 
tkr  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day ;  Rom.  xiii.  1 1 .  For 
mfw  is  our  falvation  nearer  than  when  we  believed.. 

Of  P erf  ever ance* 
(3>ucft.  I.  "X'TlTH^t  is  pcrfeverance  to  the  end  ? 

\iyi       A.  It  is  the  fteady  aud  conftant  continu- 
ance of  ChriAians  in  the  ways  of  duty  and  obedience,  amidft 
all  temptadoits  and  difcouragements  to  the  contrary  ;  Col,,  i. 
23.  If  ye  continue  in  the  faith,  grounded  and  fettled,  and  be  not 
VEipyed  away  from  the  hope  of  the  gofpei,  which  ye  have  heard^ 
and  which  was  preached  to  every  creature  which  is  under  bea- 
ten, whereof  I  Paul  am  made  a  minifter. 
Qj^  2,  Do  all  that  profefs  Chrift,  continue  in  him  ? 
A.  No  J  many  that  at  ficft  zealoufly  profefs  him,  afterwardv 
fall  away  ;  John  yi.  66.  From  that  time  many  of  his  difciplc« 
went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him. 
Q^  3.  Why  do  not  all  pcrfevere  ?  . 

A.  Beeaufe  all  profeffors  have  not  a  good  root  and  foundati- 
^\  Matdi.  xiii.  2Q>  zi«  But. he  that  received  the  feed  into  Ao^l 
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ny  places,  the  fame  i$  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anoa 
with  joy  receivcth  it ;  yet  hath  he  not  root  in  htmfelf,  but  dur** 
cth  for  a  while ;  for  when  tribulation,  or  perfecution  arifeth 
becaufe  of  the  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended. 

<^  4.  What  is  the  firft  ground  of  the  faints  perfcvcrancc  ? 

A.  God's  eleding  love,  in  which  they  are  given  to  Ghrift  ; 
John  X.  29.  My  Father  which  gave  them  me,  is  greater  than 
all }  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's  hand. 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecond  ground  of  J)erfcverance  ? 

A.  The  iipmortal  nature  of  fanftifying  grace  ;  John  iv.  14. 
But  whofoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  fliall  give  him,  fliall 
never  thirff :  but  the  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fhall  be  iti 
him  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into  everiafting  life,  i  John 
iii.  9.  For  his  feed  remaineth  in  him. 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  third  ground  of  it  ? 

A.  The  covenant  of  grace ;  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  And  I  will  make 
an  everiafting  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away 
from  them  to  do  them  good ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  ftiall  not  depart  from  me. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fourth  ground  of  it  ? 

.A.  Chrift's  efFedual  interceffion  ;  Luke  xxii.  32.  But  I 
have  prayed  fbr  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail^not. 

Qj^  8.  Are  there  no  declinings  of  grace  in  the  faints  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  are ;  Rev.  ii.  4.  Neverthelefs  I  have  fomewhat 
againft  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  left  thy  iirft  love.  Yet  grace 
cannot  be  totally  or  finally  left  :  For  the  feed  of  God  renaaineth 
in  the  fan£t:ified  5  i  John  iii.  9.  Whofoever  is  born  of  God, 
doth  not  commit  fm  5  for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him  :  And  he 
cannot  fin  j  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God. 

Q^  9.  Is  there  no  hope  of  falvation  fdr  final  apoft^te^  ? 

A.  No,  thegofpel  gives  none  j  Heb.  x.  38.  But  if  any  man 
draw  back,  my  foul  ftiall  have  no  pleafure  in  him. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  firft  inftrudiion  from  hence  ? 

A.  It  warns  all  men  to  lay  a  good  foundation,  ,kft  the  build- 
ingsof  hope  be  overturned  wh^n  the  ftorm  comes;  Matth.  vii. 
,24,25.  Therefore,  whofoever  ^heareth  thefe  fayings  of  mine, 
and  doth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unta  a  wife  man,  which  built 
his  houfe  upon  a  rock  :  And  the  rain  defcended,  ahd  the  floods 
came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  houfe  i  and  it 
fell  not,  for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock. . 

Q^  II.  What  is  the  fecond  inftrudion  ? 

A.  That  all  men  fhould  look  to  themfelves,  left  they 
lofe  the  things  which  they  have  Wrought;  2  John  verfe  8. 
Look  t^  yourfelves^  that  we, lofe  not  thefe  things  which  w.g 
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hare  wrought,  but  that  wfe  receive  a  full  reward,  i  Cor.  x.  1 2. 
Wherefore  let  him  that  thinketh  he  itaiideth,  uke  heed  left  he 
&11. 

Q^  1 2.  What  IS  the  laft  inftruftion  ? 

A.  Let  no  true  Chriftian  be  difcouraged,  how  weak  foetrer, 
for  God  is  able,  to  make  him  ftand  j  Rom.  xif.  4*  Who  art 
thou  that  judgeft  another  man's  fenrant  ?  To  his  own  mafter 
he  ftandeth  or  falleth  ;  yea,  he  (hall  be  holden  up,  for  God  is 
able  to  make  him  ftand. 

Of  Perfeaim  at  Death. 

Queft.  37.  XX  THatbenefits  do  believers  receive  from  Chriik 
W    at  their  death  ? 

A.  The  fouls  of  believers  are  at  their  death  made  perfe^  irf 
bolinefSf  and  do  immediately  pafs  into  glory;  and  their  bodies  be^ 
ing  Jlill  united  to  Chrijiy  do  reft  in  their  graves  till  the  refur- 
region. 

Q^  I.  What  is  the  ftatc  of  perfc£l  holinefs  ? 

A.  It  confifts  in  a  perfeA  freedom  from  fin,  or  the  leaft  in- 
clinations to  fin  J  £ph.  V.  27.  That  he  might  prefent  it  to 
himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
fuch  thing  ;  but  that  it  fiiould  be  holy  and  without  blemifti. 

Q;^2.  Wherein  elfc  doth  perfe£Uon  confift  ? 

A.  It  confifts  in  the  attainment  of  the  higheft  meafures  and 
degrees  of  holinefs  the  creature  is  capable  of  i  £ph.  iv.  12,  13. 
For  the  perfe£ting  of  the  faints, Till  we  all  come  in  the  uni- 
ty of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  un- 
to a  perfefk  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs 
of  Chrift. 

Q^  3.  Cannot  this  be  attained  whilft  in  the  body? 

A.  No,  for  here  all  our  graces  are  imperfect  j  2  Cor.  ziii.  12. 
For  now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly  j  but  then  face  to  face. 
And  we  live  at  a  diftance  from  God  j  2  Cor.  v.  6.  Whilft  wc 
are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  from  the  Lord. 

Q^  4.  How  is  this  attained  at  death  ? 

A.  At  death  the  roots  of  fin  are  pulled  up  out  of  the  be- 
liever's nature ;  Heb.  xii.  23.  And  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfe£t. 

Q^  5.  Why  muft  the  foul  be  made  perfefl  at  death  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  purity  of  the  heavenly  ftate  admits*  no  fin 
or  imperfe£lion  ;  Rfev.  xxi.  27.  And  there  ftiall  in  no  wife 
eater  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth,  Neither  whatfoever  work- 
cth  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie,  but  they  which  are  written 
ill  the  LaxDb's  book  of  life. 
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Q^  6.  What  is  the  firft  infcrcace  firom  hence  ? 

A.  Tbait  death  fhould  be  lovely  ;ind  defirable  in  the  ef€i  et 
believers;  Phil.  i.  23.  Having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to  bi^ 
with  Chrift ;  which  is  far  better^  .        ''    ^ 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

^A.  That  God  hath  provided  fingular  relief  for  his  pQO|j« 
that  now  groan  under  their  fins,  and  many  impeifi^oiHr| 
f  Cor.  xiii.  12.  For  now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly;  but 
then  face  to  face :  Now  I  know  in  part ;  but  diea  ihali  I  know^ 
even  as  I  am  known. 

0^8.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  the  heavenly  ftate  is  infinitely  above  and  beyond 

whatever  we  enjoy  here ;  1  Cor.  ii.  9.  But  as  it  is  written^ 

'  eye  hath  not  fccn,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entrcd  into  the 

heart  of  man,  the  things  which  Gpd  )iath  prepared  for  them 

that  love  him.  ^        ^ 

Q^  9.  What  is  th6  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  That  believers  are  blit  at  a  fmall  diftancc  from  the  fatis* 
fuftion  of  all  their  defires  5  Rom.  xiii.  1 1 .  For  now  is  our  fal* 
Vation  nearer  than  when  we  believed. 

Q^i^.  What  is  the  fifth  inference? 

A .^  That  the  faints  (hould  carneftly  ^rfue  that  perfeQiom 
even  in  this  imperfeft  ftate  ;  Phil.  Hi.  13,  14.  Brethren,  I 
tounjt  not  myfehfto  have  apprehended  ;  but  this  one  thing  I 
do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
to  thofe  things  which  are  before,  I  prefs  towards  the  mark,  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  ChrJft  Jefus. 

<^  II.  What  is  the  fixth  inference  ? 

A.  That  death  to  the.  faints  is  better  than  life  j  Phil.  1.  21* 
For  to  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain. 
'    Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

'    A.  That  faith  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  entitle  tis  to  this 
perfefk  ft«e. 

Of  iminediate  Ghrificatkn. 
Queft.  I.  T^  O  all  that  die  in  Chrift  immediately  ptfs  into 
JLI  glory? 

A.  Yes,  they  do  ;  Luke  xxiii.  43 .  To  day  flialt  thou  be  with 
me  in  Paradife  ;  Phil.  i.  23.  Having  a  defire  to  depart,  and 
to  be  with  Chrift. 

'    Q^  2.  What  is  the  firft  reafon  for  their  immediate  glor^fi* 
cation? 

A.  Becaufe  heaven  is  prepared  and  ready  for  them  i  Mattiu  ' 
jcxv.  34.  Come,  ye  bieffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdOii» 
prepared  for  you  Irom  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
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ti^%.  What  is  the  fccond  reafon  for  it  ? 

A*  Becfiuft  at  death  they  ate  a$  readjr  for  heavch  ?8  ever 
l!bqr  ftall  be .;  Jph»  ix.  4^  I  mlaft  work  the  '^ork  of  bim  that 
Kent  me^  while  it  is  day  \  the  night  cometb^  iirhen  no  man  eu^ 
wojk. 

(^  4.  What  is  the  third  rcafch  for  It  ? 

A;  Bec;i^fe  death  elfe  (:0uld  not  be  gain^  as  ft  10^  ^il.  uzu 
I'or  id  iiie  to  liVe  is  Ghrift  \  apd  td  die,  is  eain. 

Q^  5.  What  19  the  fourth  ire^fpn  for  it  r 

Ai  Becaiife  there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  all,  as  for  lUjt  oti^  t 
£ut  fome  are  imn^ediately  glerified }  Luke  ipuii.  43*  Xo  i^ 
IhaJt  thbii  be  with  me  in  raradife^ 

Qj^  6i  What  is  the  fifth  reafon  for  it  > 

A.  Becaufo  Chrift  longs  fpr  their  caihiiig  to  hlok^  aiid  xktrf 
for  his  iekijoynyent  (  and  thefe  lohgings  are  iii  vain,  if  not  f;^s- 
fiedi  Ret /xxti%  t^i  %0.  And  theppirit^  ^lydth^  bride  hji^ 
Corner  And  let  him  that  heareth,  fay.  Come.  And  let  him 
ttiat  is  ^thirft,  tome :  And  whpfoever  wiU>  fot  him  take  t)ie 
water  of  life  freel^^  He  which  teftifietb  thefo  things^  faith^ 
l^iirely  I  conie  quickly*  Amen^  Even  fo  comei  Lord  Jefus. 

0^7*  ^Wliat  is  the  forft  inflruaiott  from  hcnce  ? 

A.  That  the  apparitions  of  departed  iaintfi  ordinarily  ;^re  but 
laUas  \  They  wander  not  I  Rey,  iii.  12*  Him  that  oyercomethi 
Willi  make  a  pillar  it^  the  tei^plt  of  my  pod>  add  he  ftall  gd 
tx>  more  DUtfc  ' 

Qi^  8i  What  b  the  fccotid  infcrettfcc  ? 

A«  Thalt  Puf gatory  is  a  gcoimdlcl^  faUe^  and  breittioa  ol^ 
i&en  j  aild  the  fcriptiire?  alled|;ed  tO  countjcnance  it»  grojQy  9^ 
hufed)  t  Vtu  iii.  tp.  By  which  alfo  ht  went  and  |iceacJbc4 
Unto,  the  fpirits  in  i^rifon^ 

J^|)i4  What  is  the  third  inference^ 

A^  That  heaven  mijtft  ^eds  he  ^  Daanrelfous  iWfrUe  jtd. 
helievers,  how  long  foe^er  they  have  converfed  ivith  it  here* 

Qj^  t  o*  What  if  the  fourth  inference  i 

A.  Xhe  <eonGderation  of  this  ihould  j;urovoke  laint^  ^  imsrk 
hard  to  AviSh  all  .they  have  to  do  on  earth;  Bcclef^  ix*  ioa 
Whatfoever  thy  hand  tindedi  to  do.  do  at  with  diy  mkht }  iot 
fhere  is  no  wotk^noridi&iij|Ce,~tior  Jvipwlcdge^  nor  in^monii  in  ^ 
the  ^lave,  whither  thou  goeft. 

(;^  1 1- What  is  the  fifth  ntfcrchtie  ^ 

A.  That  i^ere  is.  Ao  jaeafen  to  ^rieVexxccffivcly  for  depicted 
iaiats ;  i  Thef.  iv.  24.  £v^  fo  them  alfo  which fleep  ip  Jefos^ 
wiU  God  bring  With4ujo;i« 

Vol*  Vm.  K 
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C^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  > 

A.  That  Chriftleis  ones  are  immediately  in  hell ;  Luke  xtL 
22)  23.  The  rich  man  alfo  died,  and  was  buried  \  and  in  hell' 
he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in  torments. 

Of  Re^  in  the  Grave. 

Queft.  I .  XT  T^^  ^^^  belierers  come  to  the  grave  ? 

W  '  A.  Becattfe  where  fin  has  been,  death  by" 
the  law  muft  follow ;  Rom.  v.  1 2.  Wherefore,  as  by  one  man 
fin  efttred  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin ;  and  fo  death  pafied 
Upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned.  Rom.  viii.  10.  And  if 
Chrift  be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  becaufe  of  fin ;  but  the  Spi-' 
ritis  life,  becaufe  of  righteoufnefs. 

<^  2.  What  is  the  firft  privilege  of  theiif  bodies  there  ? 

A.  It  .is  the  pdvitege  of  their  bodies  to  be  there  in  union 
with  Chrift;  1  Thefi  iv,  14.  Them  alfq  which  fleep  in  Jefus^. 
will  Ood  bring  with  him. 

0^3.  What fe  their  fecond privilege?  / 

A*  Their  graven  are  places,  of  reft  j  not  prifons,  but  beds  of' 
reft;  Ifa.  hrii.  2.  He  ftiall  etifer  into  peace ;  they  fhaill  reft  in  * 
their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  bis  uprightnefs. 

C^  4.  What  is  the  firft  evil  they  teft  from  ? 

A«  All  the  toiIs>  and  troubles,^  and  afBiftionsy  of  this  life  i 
Rev.idv.  13.  They  may  reft' from  their  labours;  and  dieir 
works  do  follow  them.. 

Qt  .5.  What  is  th*  fccond  evil  they  reft  from  ? 
'  A.  They  reft  from  all  perfecutions  from  men ;  Jpkiii.  17* 
There  the  wicked*  ceafefrom  troubling  ;  and  there  the  weary 
be  at  reft- 

<t.  6.  What  is  the  third  evil  they  reft  from  ? 

A.  lliey  reft  from  fin,  never  to  feel  temptation  or  xndiha* 
ticm  tofin  ;  Heb.  xii.  23.  And  tothefpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfeft. 
.  0^7.  How  long  fliall  the  bodies  reft  in  the  grave  ? 

A.  Not  for  ever,  but  till  t^e  day  of  the  refurreftion ;  Job 
xlx.  ^6.  And  though  after  my  fkin,  worms  deftroy  this  body, 
yet  in  my  flefli  fliall  I  fee  God. 

Q^8i  Whatisthe  firft  inference  from  faet^ce  f 

A.  That  union  with  Chrift  redounds  to  the  fingular  advait'^ 
tage  of  the  body,  as  well  as  the  foul ;  Rom.  viii.  1 1 .  But  if 
theSpiritof  him  that  raifedup.  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in 
you  ;  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  fliall  alfo  quickeii 
your  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Sp|irit  that  dwdletb  in  you. 

0^9*  What  is  the  jGe(;oal ix^erence  ^  *  '  - 
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r  A.  That  death  diflolyes  not  the  union  betwixt  CbrifVand 
de  fouls  or  bodies  of  his;  Matth.  xxii.  32.  I  am  the  God  of 
AbnCham,  and  the  God  of  'Uaacy  and  the  God  of  Jacob ;  God 
is  not  the  God  of  die  dead,  but  of  the  living.  r 

Q^  lo.  What  is  the  third  inference  i 

A*  That  feeing  our  bodies  are  to  have  fo  long  and  fe  fweet 
reft  in  the  grave,  we  (hould  not  fpare  them  in  God's  fcrvice 
now ;  2  Pet.  i.  13,  14.  Yea,  I  think  it  meet,  as  long  as  I  aim 
in  this  tab^rnaiclei  to  ftir  you  up,  by  putting  you  in  remem- 
bnuice :  Knowing  that  (hortly  I  mcft  put  off  this  my  taber- 
jiacley  even  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  faadi  fliewed  me* 

Q^  1 1  •  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  That  Chriftians  fliould  neither  too  much  fear  their  own* 
nor  foirow  for  others  death ;  Rom.  viii.  38,  39.  For  I  am  per* 
fuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  princi- 

palitiest  nor  powers, nor  any  other  creature,  (hall  be  able 

tofeparate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  inX^hrift  Jefus  our 
Lord.  I  Thef.  iv.  13*  But  I  Would  not  have  you  (0  be  igno« 
rant,  brediren,  concerning  them' which  are  afleep,  thatyefor- 
row  not,  even  as  others  which  h^ave  no  hope. ' 

Of  thf  Rifurr^akH. 
Queft.  I  •  T  S  the  refunre^ion  a  credible  dofbine  ? 

J.  A;  Yes,  it  iss  Ads  xxvi.  8.  Why  fliouU  it 
be  thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you,  that  God  ihould  raife 
the  dead  i 

Q^  2.  Why  then  doth  it  feem  incredible  toyman  ? 

A.  Beckufe  they  err,  not  knowing  the  fcriptures  and  the 
power  of  God  \  Mark  xii.  24.  Do  ye  not  therefore  err,  becaufe 
ye  know  not  the  fcriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God  ?  The  pow- 
er of  God  aflures  us  it  inay  be  fi>,  and  the  word  of  God  tells  - 
it  muft  be  fo. 

<^  3. 1»  it  (inful  to  doubt  of  the  do£);rineof  the  refurre£iIon  ? 

A.  It  is  not  only  a  fin  to  doubt  it,  but  an  berefy  to  deny  it, 
it  being  a  fundamental  article;  Heb.  vi.  2.  And  of  the  refur- 
redionofthe  dead,  i  Cor;  kv;  13,  14.  But  if  there  be , no  re- 
furreOion  of  ^He  dead,  dien  is  Chrift  not  rifen ;  ind  if  Chrift  be 
not  )rifen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  yoijir  faith  isalfo  vain. 

0^4.  Who  muft  rife  again  at  the  refurfefiion  ? 

A.  AH  men,  good  and  bad,  muft  rife  again  ;  A£bxxiv.  15. 
And  have  hope  towards  God,  which  they  themfelvcs  alfo  allow, 
that  there  fliall  be  a  refunreaiori  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  juft 
diid  A^  linjuft.  Rev.  xx.  12,  13,  14.  And  I  faw  the  dead, 
(mail  and  great,  ftand  before  God,  ire. 

.'       E  2  ■'■."■•■     ^'  •     V 


Q^  $.  Wh^t  h  the  fiHt  diffbrehc^  betwi^tt  the  fefiim^^oii 
irfthcjuftaAduhjuft? 
^  A.  $aint9  life  by  virtue  of  their  t4tiitm  lrii;h  Chiift  $  Rmh 

5U1.  i|.  Put  if  th^  Spirit  of  hlM  that  raifal  up  Jeftis from  th^ 
ead,  dwell  in  you;  ti^  thaf  raifed  up  Chrid  from  (he  ^t^d^ 
thai  alfp  qyietefi  ybkr  mortal  bodiesi  by  his  $pifittbat  ^el- 
leth  in  you  j  Bat  thi  wicked  by  his  power. 

(^  6.  Vrhat  is  thfc  fccoitid  diJSBren9d  ? 

A«  The  fec6ikl  and  main  ^tftrtmct  ^ill  h^  in  the  tMtfat)^ 
-^ftdi  td  #hich  they  rife )  $>tiie  to  life^  md  (bm^  ^  eoiiA^ii$4 
fion ;  Diih/^i.  1.  And  many  of  tbem  that  %e^  ill  the  dtilfc 
pf  the  earth  fhall  awake^  fome  to  eyerta^ng  lite^  and  ipm^  ^0| 
ftaAdi^  afid  everliftirtg  cdntem^t.  >  ^ 
^    Q^^.  Whatis  the  glory  to  which  tain^bodies  {haQb^tttfed  i 

A.  In  the  likerteft  af  Chrift*3  glorious  bpdy  i  ?hil.  «i.  2 1 1 
t^iThd  Khali  cha^^e  dUr  yile  bod^y^  that  ^t  may  be  fafliioned  lite 
^ohi^glorfeusbody. 

9i;^«.  What  ti  th?  firft  infiereh<se  frwh  hence  ? 

A«  T^t  erery  nian  ^onld  ij^riye  to  the  uttermoft  to  attai^ 
to  the  refurreftioii  of  theju^ ;.  ?hit.  iii.  lO)  i i.  That  I  ftiijr 
imow  himt  and  the  ^wer  of  his  lt«ftirre£tion,  arid  the  fellpw-v 
ihip  of  hisrufenng$|  beitig  U|i:SKle  ^otrforifi^bte  unto  biadea^j^ 
i^  by  ktty  tfteansi  might  Attain  to  the  refurrcftionof  the  dead.' 

Qv  1^*  What i*  thefccond  inference  J 

A.  Comfort  to  them  tha^  now  groan  under  mlimfold  Air 
fiemperS)  ii'fid  ^efdrinities  of  b^y  $  thtf  %eing  made  equal  to^ 
arigel^\  Mark  in.  %$.  tcfr  vfhin  they  l^all  rife  from  the^eadj^ 
■tfhey  ttckher  ^arrt,  doj[  aii'c  g^iycn  in  jjUar^age^  but  areiLStfab 
Angels  vfhich  iirt  m  bcay^n.  '  "' 

Qj_^Vo.  ^Vhatfe^^^^ 

A.  Get  ^ion  with,  Chrift  by  faith,  'as  ypif  eicpe^  a  Jdyfel 
rtfurre^onV  |ohrt  3fL  25.  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  T  am  the  re? 
iurr^ibu,  ahd  the  life  s  betbat  t)^lifeTet;h  ift  me^  though  he 
iiWJredea'd,  Vet  fliajlheliye. 

^  XI.  W^ait  ^  the  fourth  iH^kftn^  ? 

A.  SaSuts  ftpould  riot  fear  i^ath  ;  Gen.  xlyi,  3.  Fear  n<*t  to, 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  Arc  laEft  fefefceijipe  ? 
A:  ZhipIoyYc^tir  fables  fbt  good  n^ 

Q^A*  }8.  imTHat  benefit;  do  H^fyer$  reoeil^  tmttC^lnAh 
-  VV     ^therefiirrcfifcion?      ' 

A*  At^  the  nfarrt^m  ieH^e^i  being  raifed  up  in  glory xfi^ 
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U  'bpitdy  Hekmvfledged,  iwdacfuitud  in  tie  day  tf judgment^  and 
mA  fgfffiffy  bkffed  in  thefuU  enjoyment  rf  Cod  to  all  etirnity. 

Q^  1 .  What  i»  it  to  be  acknowledged  by  Chrift  I 

A«  It  is  Chrift's  owttiiig  of  the  fpecial  relation  botwixt  bim 
tnd  ^iti  \  Utat*  XXV.  34.  Come,  ye  blcfled  of  my  Father,  in- 
li^itriie  kingdcmi  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
*«rofid« 

<^  2t  Whom  will  C%rift  acknowlege  for  his  ? 

A»  Siicb  as  confeis  Chrift  now;  Mac.  x.  32.  Wbofoever 
therefore  fliall  -Goofefs  me  before  tneii,  him  will  I  confefs  alfo 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

Q^  3.  Before  whom  wili  Chrift  confefs  them  ? 

A.  Before  hk  Father,  Mgds  and  men ;  Rev.  iii.  5^  He  th^ 
•'0Vercometfa,  the  (ame  &aU  be  cloathed  m  white  raiment,  and 
i  w31  not  btot  out  hb  name  oat  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will 
ponfefs,  his  name  before  my  Father,  and  b^re  his  angels. 

Q^  4.  Who  (hall  be  denied  by  Chrift  in  that  day  ? 

A.  All  that  now  deny  Chrift,  (hall  be  denied  by  him ; 
9  Urn.  ii.  12.  If  we  deny  him,  he  alfo  will  deny  us.  Tit.  i. 
16.  They  profoft  that  thqr  lu^ow  God ;  but  in  works  they  de* 
j^yfaim,  Ibeing  abommUe,  and  difobedient,  and  unto  every 
good  work  reprobate. 

Q^  5.  Why  will  Chrift  openly  acknowledge  them? 

A*  To  wipe  off  all  afperfions  and  cenfupes  that  now  are  caft 
'i^n  them ;  Ifatah  kvi.  5.  Your  brethren  that  hated  you, 
i^t  <^  you  out  for  my  name's  fake,  faid,  Let  the  Lord  be 
glorified ;  but  he  (hall  s^ypear  to  your  joy,  and  they  (haU  be 
aOiamed. 

Q^  6.  What  will  be  the  cffca  <rfChrift'«  acknowledgment  ? 

A.  It  will  put  a  full  end  to  all  doubts,  fears,  and  Jealoufiea 
of  themfelves ;  i  Cor.  iv.  3,  4,  But  with  me  it  is  a  very.  fmaU 
thing  that  t  (hould  be  judged  of  you,  or  of  man's  judgment  j 
yea,  I  judge  not  my  ownfetf  \  for  I  know  nothing  by  mylelf,  yetf 
am  I  not  hereby  juftified }  but  he  that  judgeth'  me,  is  the  Lord. 

Q.  7.  What  other  effed  will  it  produce  in  them  ? 

A.  Joy  un^aluble  and  tranfcendent :  hence  <:alled  time  of 
ri^e(hing ;  Afls  iii.  19*  When  the  time  of  refreihing  (haU 
•|x>me  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord. 

<^  8. /Is  this  the  only  time  Chrift  acknowledgeth  them  ? 

A  No ;  he  acknowledgeth  them  by  his  Spirit's  teftimony  now, 
but  that  is  private  in  thdr  bofoms ;  Rom.  viii.  t)6.,  The  Spirit 
^f  beareth  wiuiefs  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  ai«  the  children 
fjfGod. 

(^9,  Wfitttiathc-fiifft  iiiference  6^om  hence  I  . 
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A.  To  warn  all  how  they  pafs  rafii  ceofures  on  ChriftV 
fervantfi  \  Ffal.  Ixxiii.  15.  If  I  fay,  I  will  fpeak  this^  behold  I 
Ihall  o£Pend  againft  the  generation  of  thy  children* 
Qj^  10.  What  i«  the  fecond  inference  ? 
A.  Let  none  be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  confeft  the  perfbny 
office,  or  any  truth  of  Chrift,  for  any  lofs  or  danger  that  may 
threaten  them  \  Luke  xii.  8,  9.  Alfo  Ifay  anto  yottyWhofo* 
ever  ihall  confofs  me  before  men,  him  ihall  the' Son  of  man 
alfo  coiifefs  befote  the  angels  of  God.     But  he  that  denieth  me 
i>efore  men,. (hall  be  denied^before  the  angels  of  God. 
<^  1 1.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 
A.  Let  Chriftians  abound  in  good  works*     Everyadrofcba.^ 
Tity  for  Chrift  fhall  be  acknowledged  by  him  in  the  day  of 
judgment ;  Matth  xxv.  35.  For  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gav^e 
me  meat  %  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink ;  I  was  a  Aran* 
ger,  and  ye  took  me  in«  j 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  Let  all  Chriftians  love  and  long  for  the  day  of  Chrift's 
appearing  y  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  mc 
a  crown  of  righteoufnefc,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge» 
fliall  give  me  at  that  day,  and  aot  to  me  only»  but  unto  theqi 
alfo  that  love  his  appearing. 

OfChriftU  acquitting  Believers. 
Queft.  I .  T\  THat  is  it  to  be  acquitted  by  Chrift  ? 

yy  A.  It  is  to  be  difcharged  and  cleared  from 
all  the  guilt  of  un,  and  punifhment  due  to  it  by  the  law,  u|)<- 
on  the  account  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  imputed  by  God,  arid 
received  by  faith  5  Kom.  v.  i.  Therefore  being  juftiiied  by 
faith,  we  haye  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefqs  Chrift. 
.J&om.  viii.  i.  There  is  therefore  no:^  no  condemnation  to  them 
which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

(^  2.  How  many  ways  are  believers  acquitted  ? 

*     A.  They  are  acquitted  now  in  the  court  of  heaven ;  Rom^ 

viii.  33.  Who  ftialllay  any  thfng  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ? 

It  isGodthatjuftifieth.  In  the  court  of  their  own  confciences  ; 

I  John  iii.  2 1 .  Beloved,  if  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  then  have 

we  confidence  towards  God.     And  in  the  day  of  judgment : 

both  particular,  Heb.  ix.  27.    As  it  is  appointed  unto  men 

once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judgment.     And  general;  Ads 

iii.  19.  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that  your^fins 

.may  be  blotted  out.     Their  fins  are  then  blotted  out.  ' 

0^3.  How  doth  Chrift's  acquittance  now,  differ  from  that 

X  at  judgment  ? 

A.  They  differ  in  refpcft  of  ptublicnefej  this  is  fecrct  ia 
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ttie  believer's  bofoni)  and  that  open  before  men  and  angels; 
Rev.  iii-  5-  I  will  confefs  hi»  name  before  my  Father,  and  be- 
fore his  angels. 

Q^  4.  "What  IS  the  fecond  difference  ? 

A.  They  differ  in  iefpe£k  of  fubje£tive  certainty  and  affur- 
ance*     A  believer  may  doubt  of  this,  but  not  of  that  \  i  Cor. 
iv.  4,  5.  For  I  know  nothing  of  myfelf,  yet  am  I  not  hereby' 
juftified ;  but  he  that  judgeth  me,  is  the  Lord ;  therefore  judge  - 
nothing  before  the  time,  until  the  Lord  come. 

Qj^  5.  Wh^  is  the  third  difference  betwixt  them  ? 

A.  They  differ  in  point  of  confolation :  this  always  bears 
proportion  to  the  certainty  of  it.  Hence  that  day  is  called  the 
Jime  <rf  refreihing ;  when  Chrift  blots  out  their  fins  by  fenten- 
ci^  juftification ;  A£ks  iii.  19.  Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be 
converted,  diat  your 'fins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times 
df  refreihihg  (hall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord. 
'   Q^€.  Do  believers  then  lie  under  condemnation  t|ll  that  day?  - 

A.  No ;  they  ar^  truly  and  fully  juftified  now  ;  John  r.  24* 
He^at  heareth'my  Word,  and  beU^etbon  him  that  fent  me^. 
hath  everlafting  life,  and,  (hall  not  come  into  condemnation  •^ 
but  is  palled  from  death  unto  life.  Btit  this  fentence  is  not 
yet  publiflied-by  Ghrift's  owii  month,  as  it  fliall  be  then. 

Q^  7.  On  wnat  account  ftiall  they  be  acquitted  in  that  day  ? 

A.  On  the  very  fame  account  and  fcorethey  are  now,  viz.* 
For  die  imputed  righteoufneis  of  Chrift  in  the  way  of  free  grace  ; 
£ph.  i.  7.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  thxx>ueh  his  blood,  the 
forgiveneis  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

Q^S.  Muft  the  feints  be  fumi^oned  to  Chrift's  bar  in  that  day  f 

A.  Tcs ;  they  muft  appear  as  well  as  others ;  2  Cor.  v.  ro. 
For  we  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift. 
Bat  not  to  the  fame  end ;  Johii  v.  2p.  And  (hall  come  forth  % 
they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  refurreSion  of  life }  and 
they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  refurrefUon  of  damnation. 

Q^  9.  ;What  is  the  firft  inference  hence  ? 

A.  How  fure  is  a  believer's  juftification,  being  fo  ratified 
privately  aiid  publicly  in  this  world^  and  that  to  come. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  Though  the  day  of  judgment  be  awfully  folemn,  it  fhould 
iipt  be  dreadful  to  belieyet^s  :  they  ihould  look  for,  and  haften 
to  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God  ;  2  Pet.  iii.  1 2.  Looking  for, 
and  hafting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  6f . 

Q.  II.  What  is  the  tiiird  inference  ? 

A.,Xhat  &ith  is  agraceof  abfolute  neceffity,  and  unfpeakable 
.excelleacy  \  Rom.  v.  i ,  2.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faithj^  we 
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\i2Xt  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  \  by  whotfl 

alfo  we  have  accefs  hy  faith  into  this  grace  whcrda  we  ftancU 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  All  unbelievers  are  in  a  miferable  ftate  now ;  John  iii4 
1 8.  He  that  belicveth  not,  is  condemned  already.  And  worfe 
in  the  world  to  come ;  Matth.  xxv.  41  •  Depart  from  mef  ye 
curfedi  into  cvcrlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  dcval  and  his  an* 
gels. 

Of  the  full  enjoytnent  of  God* 
Queft.  I.  XTKT^^^^  ^'^^  perfed  ble0edne&  fuppofe  and  IxfL* 

A.  It  (uppofes  the  total  freedom  of  believers  fronr  all  tlue. 
moral  evil  of  fin ;  Eph.  v.  zy*  That  he  might  pre&nt  you  to 
himfelf  a  glorious  church,'  not  having  fpot  nor  wrinUe,  or 
any  fuch  thing,  but  that  it  (hould  be  ho)v,  and  without  blc- 
mifii.  And  from  all  the  penal  evils  of  u^ering ;  Rev«  >xi« 
4.  And  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  aiid 
there  (hall  be  np  more  deaths  nekher  forrow,  nor  crying,  nei- 
ther (hall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  toii\gs  are 
pafled  away. 

Q^  2.  W  hat  clfc  IS  implied  in  perfefl:  bleflcdnefe  ? 

A.  It  implies  the  full  and  perfe<£i  enjovinent  of  God;, 
I  Cor.  XV.  28.  And  when  all  things  ihall  befubdued  unto  bioif 
then  (hall  the  Son  alfo  bimlelf  be  (ubje^l:  unto  bim  that  put  all 
things  under  bim,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

Q^  3.  What  is  it  for  God  to  be  all  in  all  ? 

A.  It  implies  three  things  in  it.  Firfi^  That  all  the  faults 
fliall  be  filled  and  fatisfied  fi:om  God  alpne.  Secondly^  T|^at 
there  (hall  be  no  need  of  other  things  out  of  which  they  were 
went  to  fetch  comfort.  Thirdly^  That  all  other  things,  a$  h^'* 
Ten,  angels,  faints,  (hall  be  loved  and  enjoyed  in  God.  v 

Q^  4.  J»  what  re(pe£l  IbuU  they  enjoy  God  in  heaven  ? 

A.  They  (hall  have  the  glorious  and  immediate  prcfence  o£ 
,  God  with  them  ;  Rev.  xkL  3.  Godhimfelf  fhall  bie  with  them^ 
and  be  their  God. 

(^  5.  In  what  otiber  re^e^$  ihall  they  enjoy  God? 

A.  They  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is ;  t  John  iii/  a.  We  0iall 
^  like  him  ^  for  we  flialLfee  him  as  he  is.  ^ 

Q.  6.  What  will  foch  a  vifion  of  God  produce  ? 
.A.  It  wiU  produce  perfeft  conformity  in  them  to  God^ 
I  John  iii.  a.  Wbten  he  (hall  appear,  we  Aall  be  like  bim,  for 
we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is.  And  perfoft  joy  will  refult  from 
hence;  Pfalm  xvi,  ii.  In  thy  prefence  is  fulnds  of  joy.;  at 
thy  right  hand  there  are  pieafures.for  evermpr^. 


_       Do  not  the  faints  enjoy  G6d  here  P 

A*  t'es^  they  do  \  but  not  fo  as  they  (hall  enjoy  Mm  Iti  faea*' 
Yen;  1  Cor.  iill.  il;  Nd#  ik^  fee  through  a  giafe  darkly;  bit 
tib'eh  face  to  face ;  notir  I  kiioir  in  part^  but  then  fhal!  I  Inofir 
i^en  as  dMb  I  am  knowhk 

0^8.  What  aire  the  fpdciid  diflTd'ehee^  Wt#ee)i  tb6  lalnb 
cbmmunioh  with  God  helnei  aiid  that  in  UeaVen  i 

A.  Thieir  ^^dmmunioti  with  God  here  b  clogged  witK  fin  % 
ftom.  til.  21.  t  find  then  a  law,  that^heh  I  v^()uld  Ao  gbod^ 
evil  is  prcfetit  With  me.  Here  it  is  not  tonftant  |  PJkl m  txii*. 
t.  My  God^  thy  God^  ^hy  haft  thou  forfakeil  tak  \  Nor  is  it 
iatts^ying;  butinheaten  it  Will  be  pute^  conftanti  ^dfatii- 
fyiiig. 

(^  9*  Hoir  long  (hall  thejr.  thete  enjoy  Gbd  ? 

A.  Not  for  days)  yfeatSy  ages,  but  fbr  ever  and  eVei* )  i  llreSl 
h.  17.  And  ib  fliall  we  b«  eVcf  With  the  Lbrit 

Q^  10*  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  from  hettC^  f 

A  That  the  world  is  not  the  place  of  the  faints  reft  atttd  fatts^ 
fa6t:ioh ;  Heb.  iv.  9.  There  reniaiheth  thefefoni  a  itStio  thd 
tJcople  of  God.  .  2  Cor.  v.  2,  6*  For  in  thi^  we  git>an  ^af  neft- 
ly,  defiring  tabe^oatihed  upon  with  our  houfe,  which  h  frotn 
heaven :  therefore  we  ^re  alwa|^s  confident,  knowing  that  Whilft 
we  arei  at  home  in  the  body,  we  t^t  abfent  froM  the  L6rd/ 

Q^  II.  What  is  the  fecond  mftru£lion  from  hence  t 

A.  That  death  Is  a  fingulat  benefit  to  the  faiAts  $  ahd  thouj^h' 
it  be  an  dnemy  to  txature,  yet  it  is  the  medium  t(/  glory  ^  2  Cor. 
V.  4.  For  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  gtoan,  beiti|[  buSr^^ 
denied,  not  for  that  we  would  be  undoathed,  out  doathecl  up« 
on,  that  moitatity  might  be  fwallowed  up  of  iHe* 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  third  ihftrudlion  hcncfe  f 

A.  The  neceffity  of  faith  arid  regenefatibri  iti  thii  tfdrtd. 
Kone  (hall  be  raifed  up  in  glory,  acknowledged,  acquitted,  ^<t 
made  perfefltly  bleflid  in  th^  mil  ^joyhient  of  God,  but  be* 
lievers  \  Rom.  viii.  30.  Moreover  whom  K^  did  predeftinslifet 
diem  he  alfo  (galled  $  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  al(b  Jufti« 
fied  s  and  whom  he  juftified,  tlhem  be  alfo  glbrified.  Heb.  3&i«  - 
14.  Follow  peac6  with  all  men^  and  hotinefsi  with<mt  which 
no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord. 

Of  Man^s  Duty  U  OdJl. 

Queft  39. 1|1tTfi&»t  IS  the  duty  that  God  i*ecjuireth  of  Aan  ? 
W      A.  The  dtity  ijjhich  Cod  requifnh  tf  matif 
u  obedience  io  his  teveaUd 'Wili 
VoiL.VIH,  i^  '   ^ 
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<^  t .  Is  obedience  to  God's  will  the  duty  of  every  man  F~ 
A.  It  is  unqueilionably  the  duty  of  every  man  to  obey  the 
will  of  God^  fo  far  )a^  he  hath  made  it  known  to  kim ;  Micah 
ti.  8.  He  hath  ihewe^  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good :  and  what 
doth  the  Lord  requix'e  of  theie,  but  to  do  juftly,  and  to  Jove 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God. 

Q^  1.  On  what  account  is  man's  obedience  due  to  God  ? 
A.  It  is  diie  to  him,  Firfty  as  he  is  our  Creator,  in  whom  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being;  A£ls  xvii.  27,  28.  Se^ 
tondlyy  As  he  is  our  Benefadie>r,  from  whom  we  receive  all  our 
mercies  \  Deut.  xxviii.  47.  Becaufe  thou  fervedft  not  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  joyfulnefs  and  with  gladnefs  of  heart,  for  the  a* 
bundance  of  all  things  therefore  (halt  thou  ferve  thine  enemies, 
which  the  Lord  fhall  fend  againft  thee,  in  hunger,  third,  and 
in  nakednefs,  and  in  want  of  all  things.  Thirdly^  As  he 
is  our  Lord,  and  law-giver ;  James  iv.  12.  There  is  one.  Law- 
giver, who  is  able  to  fave  and  to  dcftroy, 

Qt  3'  ^^  obedience  due  to  none  but  Gpd  only  i 
A.  Yes;  fubjefls  muft  obey  their  lawful  magiftrates ;  Rom. 
xiii.   1.  Let  iefvery  foul  be  fubjeS  to  the  higher  powers,  for 
there  is  no  power  but  of  Gfod  ;  The  powers  that  be,  are  or- 
dained of  God.    People  their  minifters ;  Heb.  ;t}ii.  17,  Obey 

*  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  an4  fubmit  yourfelves,.  for 
they  watch  for  your  fouls,  as  they  that  muft  give  an  account,. 
Children  their  parents;  £ph.  vi,  i.  Children,  obey  your  pa- 
rents in  the  Lord,  for  tfiis  is  right*  But  not  as  they  are  to  o-' 
bey  .Gpd*  '   .  ,      /a  - 

0^4  What  is  the  difference  betwixt  our  obedience  to  dod'$ 
command^  and  men's? 

A.  We  sure  to  obey  God^  chiefly  and,  fupremely,  fdr  his 
own  fake,  but  creaturesfecondariry,  and  for  God's  fake;  i  Pet. 
ii,  13.  Submit  yourfelves  to  every  ordinance  of  men  for  the 

*  Lord's  fake.  And  Eph.  vi.  i.  Children  obey  your  .parents  ^n- 
the  Lord,]  for  this  is  right. 

Q^  5.  What  muft  we  do  when  the  commands  of  Gpd  ?ttxd 
men  fall  crofs  to  one  another? 

A.  In  that  cafe  we  niuft  yield  our  obedience  to  God,  and 
not  to  man,  whatever  we  fuffer  for  it ;  A£is  iv.^  19.  Whether 
It  be  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  uiito  you  more  than 
unto  God,  judge  ye. 

Qv  6.  Why  muft  we  obey  God  rather  than  man  ? . 

A.  Becaufe  God  is  the  fupreme;  and  fovere^gn  Lord  of  our 
confdences  j  arid  no  creature  hath  power  to.  command  ojur  0- 
bedieoge  but  in^  and  £rom  Jiiiri »  iifh.  xi^ii*  22*  For  the  Lord 
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IS  oiir  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  law-giver,  the  Lord  is  our  kingf 
kc  will  fave.  us. 

Q^  7.  Have  the  people  liberty  to^  compare  the  laws  of  God 
and  men,  and  judge  how  they  agree,  or  differ  ? 

A,  Yes;  their  judgment  of  difcretion  is  both  commanded  ;^ 
I  Cor*  i.  TO,  15.  I  fpeak  as  to  wife  men  ;  judge  ye  what  I  fay. 
And  commended;  A  As  xvii.  1 1.  Thefe  were  more  noble  thaii 
thofe  in  ThefTaknica,  in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all 
readinefs  of  mind,  and  fearched  the  fcriptures  daily,  whediei^ 
thofe  things  were  fo. 

Q^  8,  What  is  the  only  rule  for  our  obedience  to  God  ? 

A.  The  will  of  God  revealed  in  the  fcriptures  is*  our  only 
rule  of  obedience ;  Ifa,  viii.  20.  To  the  law  and  to  the  tcfti- 
mony;  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  itisbecaufe 
there  is  no  light  in  them. 

Qi-  9,  But  if  a  man  have  a  voice,  a  vifion,  or  a  dream » 
feeming  to  hint  the  fecret  will  of  God,  may  he  not  obey  it  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  if  it  be  cdiifonant  tp  the  revealed  will  of  God  in 
the  word,  otherwifc  not  \  Deut.  xxix.  29.  The  fecret  things 
belong  unto  the  Lord  pur  God ;  but  thofe  thi^igs  which  are  re- 
vealed, belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children  for  everi  that  we 
may  do  all  the  words  of  this  law. 

4t  10.  What  is  the  firfl  inflruftibn  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  it  is  highly  (inful  and  dangerous  to  difobey  the 
kn^wn  will  of  God  in  any  thing;  Rom,  i.  i8.  Forthewratli 
of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  againfl  all  ungodlinefs  and  un* 
righteoufnefs  of  men  who  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs* 
Luke  xii.  47.  And  that  fervant  which'  knew  his  Lord's  wdl^ 
and  prepared  not  hin^felf,  neither  did  according  to  his  wiU^ 
ihall  be  beaten  with  many  flripes. 

Q^  11^  What  is  the  fecond  inflruftioti  ? 

A.  That  is  a  blcfled  man,  who  confcientioufly  labours  txx  o- 
bey  the  will  of  God,  fo  far  as  he  can  difcover  u  5  John  xiii. 
17.  If  ye  know  thefe  things,  happy  are  ye  if  yc  do  them.  (Jah 
vi.  i6.  And  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be 
on  them,  and  inercy. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  It  is  highly  (infill  and  dangerous  to  command  others,  or 
obey  commands  fVom  others,  which  aire  not  according  to  God's 
cominand ;  Hofea  V.  1 1.  {^phraim  is  oppreiTed,  and  broken  sii 
judgment,  becaufe  he  willingly  walked  after  the  command- 
ment. Jer^vii.  31.  And  they  have  built  the  high  places  of  Td- 
pbet,  which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  fon'of'Hinhoihi  to  burp 

F  2        • 
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^pfi  fo^  %xi4  tbe»r  daujghters  in  tbe  fire,»  vhicb  I  cpn^unai^^^f^ 

iijejii  not j-  neither  came  i^  ipto  my  hearty 

Cf  the  Mof^f  L(^V3. 
^^ ^i •        yY      Hik of  hi* o))e4^enc^  ? 


few? 


i A,  ^e^  1^  n\^n  Wng  %  c^afons^ble  g?e8^t^r^,  {».  c;^pafete  of,  ^ 
^ttedl  fpr  goyernment  by  lav,  i^hkh  ^^  ^rc^^itVsi^es  ar^  noit  i 
jnd  being  Wi  accouptidbk  waturc  to  Q^,  ^luft  ^^edj^  be  ^tt-. 
der,  a  law  i  ^oi».  ii.  15,  Wbi«b  fliciy  |he  wpcks  of  tb?  h^ 
written  m  th^ir  li^am  't  tbdr  copfciw^?^  ayi?  beai^in^  wi^nefst 
and  thei|j:  Api^g^^^s  ^«  iiw^^iJi  vbil^  acquftngj  oif  e^lfc  e^^^v^fipg 
fmeaoot^er^ 

,  CL  ^-  H9^  Q9}M  ¥mt  ^  W«ter  a  Im  bcfpife  tb^  l^m  TJ» 
given  by  Mpfes  ^ 

A.  ]pefor«  €?i^er  tkc;  I^ir  w^  gitten  a$  SinaiA  all  the  ra^e  of 
Adam  bad  a  Uw  written  inttbeir  hearts,  viz.  %k^  \igh%  of  i[ea- 
jfon,  aiiii  dia^te§  pC  natural  conf^ience  y  IVoki,  y.  ^.  ^oi;  vbeft 
|be  Genti}e«(  wlj^ipbl^aYe  not  the  ktw,  do  by  i^a^ur^  4te  tjl^ingi^. 
oont^iiied  \i^  the  Iwf^  tbefe  babying  nptdie^ai?!}  sar|^^  l?w  unto, 
thcm^^iyg^.  ^d  bcfi^§.  tbis,j  tbe  ^burgb  b^d  the  i:ev^a|e4,  wi|l 
pjEi  G^  <o  fjirefl^  theiEja  ^  2  fet;.  i.  19,  29,  W^  ba^f  alfoa 
ino^e  furc  yrprd  p^  proph^^y,  vbcjfepi^Py?  ^P-X^cU  tp  take^ 
heed)  a$  unto  a  light  that  ihin^b  in  a  daj;k  plaae,.  until  the 
^y  dav^^  aiyl  the  day-ifagr  arifc  in  your  bcairts.  Knowing 
tUil  firft,  tl>a^  no  yrpphocy  p^  ^  C? riptui^e  ia  of  any  pri^yate  in^ 
^rpretationi. 
:    C^3^  Whatis^tlije  ^i^oiagpf  thc^oraliaj^  ? 

A.  It  ia  not  a  la^  %o  dired  and  ordet.oiqr  ma^ineris  y  but  a 
law  that  binds  univerfeUy  and  perpetually,  as  th^  ten  ^om- 
jina|X|)«nent»  dp  thofe  to  yhoni.  they  are,  prooiulgedi^  and  the 
Jighjt  of .  ?j,atui:c  dorftk  all  pther»;  Rom,  ii.  1.4.  for,  wb^Q  tbjE^ 
<^ntih»i whi^h  hai?se i;»ot th^ l;»,w% do  by  natjfre tb;e  tbiagscjon-. 
^2ied  i»  the  kwi,  thefe  living,  not  the  kiwj  areala»w  unto, 
^(hcwfelyes.  l^uke  xvi.  17*  It  i«  cafiei  fpr  beav^p  a;p4e3L|3^ta 
m^  thap  *mftUtd;Q^^o^^^ 
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^  Q*^  4«  Why  is  it  £iid  to  be  fummarily  eomprchouled  in  the 
^11  conimandi^ents  ? 

Ar  Becauie  iifxu^h  more  is  included  in  every  comoiand,  tba^k 
b  ^xprefl^  9squr  Saviour  lliew$  in  his  expo(;tion  of  it ;  Matth^ 
3p;ii  40I  On  thefe  two  commandments  ban{  all  the  law  vA 
t^  propl^et?. 

Q^S-  Doth  the  mior?l  lav  bind  ChrifHahs  under  tbe  gofpel  ? 

A.  YeS}  it  dotb)  as  a  rule  to  order  their  converfatioos  by  % 
Janu  ii.  8)^9,  IQ.  If  ye  fulfil  the  royal  law  according  to  the 

txvgtuie^  Tbou  (halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf ;  ye  do  well: 
u(  if  ye  have  refped  to  perfons,  ye  commit  fm»  and  are  con- 
f  inced  of  the  law  as  tranfgrefibrs  y  for  whofoever  fhall  keep 
the  wj^ole  l^w,^:  and  yet  ofi'end  in  one  poinc>  is  guilty  of  all. 

0^6.  Is  the  moiai  taw  the  fame  tbmg  with  the  covenant  of 
works^  and  imixafed  for  the  fame  end  ? 

A*  God  never  defigncd  the  Jaw  to  be  th^  way 'of  man's  ju- 
jftification  fince  the  fall;.  Gal.  iii.  ai»  22.  Is  the  law  then  a* 
gainft  the  promifes  of  God  ?  God  forbid  1  for  if  there  had  beei^ 
;^  law  gi^en  which,  could  have  given  life,  verily  righteoufiiefi 
wWd  have  been,  by  the  law  i  but  the  fcripture  nath  concluded 
j^l  under  fin,  t^at  the  promiie  by  faith  oi  Jefus  Chrift  mighc . 
be  given  to  them  that  believe.  But  it  was  promulged  to  con- 
vince man  of  fin  )  Rom.  vii,  ^.  What  fliall  we  fay  then  I  I« 
.  Ae  law  &n  ?  God  forbid  !  May^  I  ba4  not  known  fin,  but  br 
^fhe  law  i  foil  I  had  not  known  lvft»  except  the  law  had  &u^ 
Thou  (halt  not  covet.     And  brine  them  to  Chrifl ;  Gal.  iii.. 
24«  Wherefipre  tbe  law  was  our  fcliool-maileri  tq  bring  us  uiv 
,tf>  Chrift,  than  we  might  be  juftified  by  faith. 
Qj^  7.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  Hence  we  learn  the  abominable  nature  of  Popery.  The 
Pope  being  that  lawlefs  one,  who  will  not  be  bound  by  the 
laws  of  God  hinifelf  V  1  The£.  ii.  8.    Then  ihali  that  wicked 
one  be  revealed  whom  the  Lord  fhall/  cpnfume  with  the  S[)irit 
of  his  mouth,  and  fhall  deijroy  with  the  brightncis  of  bis  com« 
m%\  byi;  afi^mes  power  tq  difpenfe  with  God's  bws  to  others. 
Qi,  8<  "What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  ? 
A.  That  man  dieth  not  as  beads  die ;  which  are  under  no 
moral  law,  and  therefore  capable  of  po  fin ;  but  mult  come  to 
judgment  softer  death  j  Ecclef.  iii.^ai.  Who  knoweth  the  fpirit 
ipf  man  that  goeth  upward,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  bead,  that  go- 
0ii  downward  to  the  earth  ?  Heb.  i;c.  27.  Apd  as  it  is  appcant* 
^^  Ufllo  men  once  to  die,  fo  after  this  the  judgment. 
•Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  inference  hence  ? 
4^.  lliat  though  the  aftioiU  pi  men  naturally  confidered,  are 
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tranfient,  yet  their  confequences  and  cfFcfts  are  permanent; 
an  2£k.  is  foon  clone,  a  word  jToon  fpoken,  a  thought  foon 
tliought ;  but  when  done,  (boken  or  thought  they  are  placed^ 
to  account ;  Gal.  vi.  7, 8.  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mock* 
€d;  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  (hall  he  alfo  reap';  for 
he  that  foweth  to  the  flefh,  (hall  of  the  fleih  reap  corruption  y 
but  he  that  foweth  to  the  fpirit,  (hall  of  the  fpirit  reap  life  avcr- 
lailing. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  God  will  proceed  with  men  by  different  rules  in  th« 
^  day  of  judgment,  according  to  the  different  laws  they  lived  un* 
der  in  this  world ;  Rom.  ii.  12.   For  as  many  as  have  finned 
without  law  fhall  alfo  perifli  without  law ;  and  as  many  at  ^ 
have  finned  in  the  law,  fhall  be  judged  by  the  law. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  thpfe  who  have  finned  againfl:  the  cleareft  light,  and 
bcft  helps,  win,  if  they  die  imperritent,  be  judged  to  the  greated 
mifery  i  Matth.  xi.  23.  And  thou  Capernaum,  which,  art  tx*  - 
alted  unto  heaven,  (hall  be  brought  down  to  bell ;  for  if  the 
mighty  works  which  have  been  done  in  thee,  had  been  done 
in  Sodom,  It  would  have  remained  until  this  day.  Heb.  \u 
3.  How  (hall  we  efcape  if  we-negleft  fo  great  ialvation  ? 

Q^i  2".  What  is  the  fixth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  as  we  are  to  prize  the  moral  law  highly,  as  a  rute 
of  life ;  Pfalm  cxix.  105.  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet, 
and  a  light  umo  my  path :  So  ar^  we  to  blefs  God  for  the  go- 
fpei  difpenfation,  by  which  only  we  ,can  attain  to  juftification 
and  falvatioa ;  Heb.  xii.  22.  But  ye  arc  come  to  mount  Sion^ 
and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  J^rufalem,  to 
an  iAhumerable  company  of  angels.  ' 

Of  hv€  to  Cod  and  Man* 

<^eft;.  ^^*  \7L7^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^™  ^^  *^^  ^^"  commandments  ? 
V  V  ^'^  Thefum  tf  the  ten  commandments  is  to 
love  the  Lord  our  Gpd  with  ail  our  hearts^  with  all  our  fotil^ 
with  all  our  Jlrengthy  and  with  all  our  minds  and  Our  height 
^tir  as  mrf elves,  '      ^ 

Q^  I .  What  is  the  fum  of  the  ten  commandments  ? 

A>  To  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  a  fup/^eme  love,  and 
mtn  with  a  fittcere  lovcj  in  and  for  him  ;  Matth.  xxii.  37,  38, 
Jefiwiaid  unto  hixri.  Thou  flialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
This  is  the  fir  ft  and  great  commandment :  The  fecond  is  liko 
untojtj  Thou  ihak  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyC^KL      ' 
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.    Q^  2 .  What  is  the  firit  thing  contained  in  oor  fupreme  love 
to  God  ? 

A.  It  implies  the  loving  of  God  purely  and  abfolutely  for 
himfelf,  Tlie  excellencies  that  are  in  him ;  Cant.  i.  3.  Thy 
name  is  as  oin'tment  poured  forth  ;  therefore  the  virgins  love 
thee.  And  the  bendBts  we  receive  from  him  ;  Pfalm  cxvi.  i . 
I  love  the  L(>rd,  bccaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice  and  my  fup- 
piiqation. 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  this  fupreme  love  ? 

A.  Supreme  love  devotes  rfie  whole  man  to  God  and  thrift : 
So  that  in  life  and  death  that  man  defigns  the  glory  o(  God  a» 
.his  main  end ;  Eom.  xiv.  7^  8.  For  none  of  us  liveth  to  him* 
.felf,  andno  man  dieth  to  himfelf;  for  whether  we  live,  we 
Jive  unto  the  Lord,  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord  ^ 
.whether  we  live  therefore  or  die,  wq  are  the  Lord's. 

Q^  4.  What  is  the  third  property  rf  fupreme  love  ? 

A.  It  caufes  the  foul  to  depreciate  and  flight  all  other  things 
in  comparifon  of  God's  glory,  and  an  intereil  in  Chrift ;  Ads 
,xx.  24.  But  none  oi  thefe  things  move  me,  neither  count  I 
my  life  dear  unto  myfeH,  fo  that  I  might  finifli  my  courfe 
with  joy ;  Phil.  iii.  8.  1  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excel- 
lency of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord. 

Q^  5^  I  What  is  the  fourth  property  of  fupreme  love  ? 

A.  It  centers  the  foul  in  God  as  its  only  reft ;  Pfalm  cxvi. 
7.  Keturn  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul.  And  cannot  be  fatisfied 
,till  it  come  to  the  tuU  enjoyment  of  him ;  2  Thef.  iii.  5.  And 
the  Lord  dired  your  liearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into 
the  patient;  i^aiting  for  Chrift. 

Qt^  6.  Why  muft.we  love  God  with  a  fupreme  love  ? 

A.  Becaufe  fuch  a  love  only  fuits  the  tranfcendent  excellen- 
cy of  God;  commands  all  we  are  and  have  for  God ;  and  is  the 
only  love  that  will  continue  to  the  end ;  Rom.  viii.  35.  Who 
ihall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ? 

(^  7.  What  i?  it  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourielves  ? 

A.  it  is  the  exa£t  obfervation  and  pradice  of  the  golden 
rule  of  Chrift;  Matth.vii.  12.  Therefore  all  things  whatfoever 
ye  would  that  men  ftiould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fi)  to  them^ 
•for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  .. 

<^  8.  Are  all  men  to  be  loved  alike,  and  with  the  fame  de-, 
gree  of  love? 

A.  No  ;  tho'  we  miift  love  all  men  with  the  love  of  benevo- 
lence, yet.  the  faints  only  with  the  love  of  complacency ;  Pfal. 
xvi.  3.  But  to  tbe  faints  that  are  in  the  earth,  and  to  the  ex-* 
c^Uent  in  whom  is  siil  tsiy  delight.    Pfalm  %x.  4.  In  wbofe 
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tjts  a  vile  perfon  is  contemntd ;  but  he  honourcth  them  fliaf 
fear  the  Lord.  And  to  fuch  we  muft  efpecially  do  gQod| 
Gal.  Vi*  10.  As  we  have  therefore  o{)portunit]r,  let  us  dp  good 
unto  ail  men,  efpecially  unto  them  who  are  of  the  hoafl^old  d£ 
fiuth. 

0^9-  What  is  the  firtt  inftruSion  from  hence  ? 

A.  Hence  wc  learii  the  excellency  of  divine  love.  Mofiid 
exprefies  the  whole  duty  of  man  in  ten  commandments :  Chrift 
hangs  the  whole  law  upon  thefe  two,  love  to  God  and  out 
nel^bour;  Markxii.30,  31.  And  thou  (halt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God,  with  ^11  thy  heart,  aiid  with  all  thy  foiil,  and  wiA 
all  diy  mind)  and  with  all  thy  ftrength,:  This  is  the  firft  coitt- 
tnandment.  And  die  fecond  is  like,  namely  this,  Thou  (halt 
love  thy  neigbour  as  thyfelf :  There  is  none  other  command- 
ment greater  than  thefe.  And  the  apoftic  reduces  thefe  two 
into  one ;  Gal.  v-  14.  For  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  pne  wordj 
inrcn  in  this.    ThoU  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

Q^  10,  Whit'  is  the  fecond  inference  froih  hence  ? 

A»  It  convinced  the  holieft  of  men  how  far  fhort.they  coitie 
in  th^ir  obedience  to  the  rule  of  duty,  artd  therein  ttip  law  #jta 
our  fchool^mafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrifl,  Gal.  ili.  24^ 

Q^  II.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  f 

A.  It  difcovers  the  excellency  and  perfe^ion  of  the  law  of 
God;  Pfalm  xix.  7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfe£k,  con- 
verting the  foul :  And  that  we  are  highly  to  honour  and  mag« 
nify  it  as  a  rule  of  duty,  though  we  muft  utterly  renounce  it  A 
the  way  of  our  jitftification. 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hcftcfe  ? 

A.  That  there  is  riothing  too  dear  for  a  Chriffiatl  in '^tid 
world,  but  he  muft  give  it  up  by  felf-demal,  when  k  comes  in 
competition  with  his  fupreme  love  to  God;  Luke  xiv.  a6.  K 
^ny  msm  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mothef, 
and  wife,  ai]^  children,  and  brethren,  and  fifteifs,  yea,  and  his 
own  life  alfo,  he  caiinot  be  my  difciple ;  ft,  e.J  Lof e  t&enlr  left 
tbanmc. 

Of  the  Preface  to  the  ten  Cmtmandmenfs. 

Queft. 43.  XXT'^*^" thepreface  tothe  ten  comriiandmeiitrf? 
W  A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  cmrndndmenti 
is  in  thefe  words f  lam  thetordihy  Godf  which  ha'Oe  brought  tkie 
out  of  the  landof  Egypt^  out  rfthe  hoife  of  bondage. 

Q^  44.  What  doth  the  preface  to  the  ten  commandments; 
teach  us? 

A.  The  preface  to  thf  ten  commafuhnents  Udchth  zfs^  t64t 
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yec^fe  God  tt  the  Lori^  and  our  God,  and  Redeemer,  t6erffor0 
we  are  hound  to  keep  dtt  fjis  commandments, 

Qv^  I.  Why  doth  God  ufe  argumctits and  io^ttcemeots  to  wia 
tnttn  to  the  obedience  oF  his  faws  i 

A«  BeCaure  he  loves  to  work  oq  ban  as  a  rational  creatnre, 
According  to  the  pribciples  of  his  nature ;  MoT.  xi«  4%  I  drew 
theni  with  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love :  And  becaufe 
ik  delights  in  none  but  free  and  chearfnl  obedience  ;  Pfal.  ck. 
3.  Thy  'pep)>le  ftiall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power. 

C2.*  2.  What  is  the  firft  argument  in  this  preface  ? 

A.  It  is  the  ifoyeieignty  of  tlic  Law-gtver,  p  am  the  Lord, 3 
^wfaich  (hiouldawe  the  heart  of  every  man  to  obedience;  James 
iv,  ii;  There  i^  one  Law-giver«  who  Is  able  to  faVe,  ind  to<^- 

ftroy. 

'  Q^,  3 v^*^'^^  ^!  ^^^^^  ^^oid  argument  tb  obedience     • 

^    A.  Oiir  propriety  in  God  by  covenant,  XJL  aib  the  Lord  thy 

God  ;]  this  obhgeth  to  obedience,  and  aggravateth  difobedleAce ) 

ipfalm  1.  h.  ftcar,  O  my  people,  and  1  will  fpeak",  D  llraci,  and 

I  vi^ill  teftify  agaioft  thee  .•  I  am  C^od,  fcven  thy  Go4-  Hoi(ea  ixV 

)l.  For  thon  haft  gone  a  whcH-ing  frodd  thy  God. 

Q^  4'  Whit  is  the  third  arjgument  bnto  obedience  ? 
,    A.  The  benefits  of  k'edemption  that  they  receit^e  from  God; 
Benefits  perfiiade  to  duty;   and  tlic  goodniefr  of  God  leadeth 
thee  to  repentance,  Rom.  ii.  4.  . 

t^.  5'  Hbw  can  deliverance  oiit  dip  Egypt,  be  dn  argnkbeot  tcr 
them  that  never  Were  in  Egypt  ?      . 

A.  As  th^t  deliverance  was  a  ty^  of  bnr  deliverance,  fo  it 
is  an  argument  to  uS,  ahd  an  argument  from  the^  lels  to  the 
greater  ;  tdt  it  obligeth  us  more .  than  them  i  Luke  i.  74»  75* 
That  he  wobld  graht  unto  tis,  that  we  being  delivered  oat  ol^ 
the  habds  of  oiir  enemies,  might  ferve  hiiii  without  fear,,  in  ho* 
Kbefsandri^hteonrnefs  before  hiim,  all  the  days  of  ooir  life., 

Q^  6.  What  is  that  dclivetanCe  we  have  f  abd  bow  doth  it 
oblige  us  to  obedience  i 

.  A.  Oor  deliverance,  is  tiot  fixxn  kgypt,  btit  from  bell ;  boh 
I.  13.  Who  hdth  ^eli^ered  iasfrpm  the  power  of  darknicls,  an<) 
hath  tranflated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.    And  our 

f  prions  are  bought  by  the  Redeemer  to  glorify  God ;  1  ,Cor;  vi; 
9,  26.  What,  kiibw  yt  nbt  that  your  )^y  is  the  temple  of  i^i 
Holy  Ghbft^  which  is  in  you^  For  ye  ace  bought  with  a  price  t 
Therefore  gibf Ify  God  lU  your  body»  and  id  yoilr  i^irit,  whic& 
ke  God's.. 

Vol.  Vm  « 
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*   Q.  7.   Is  it  DOC  mercepary  to  (erve  God  upoa  the  accQoat  of 

benefits  received,  or  to  be  received  ? 

A«  He  that  maketh  religious  duties  mediums  to  attain  carnal 
advantages  onlj,  is  of  a  worfe  than  mercenary  fpirit ;  Hofea 
vii.  14.^  And  they  have  not  cried  unto  me  with  their  hearts, 
when  they  howled  upon  their  beds  :  They  aflemble  themfelves 
for  corn  and  wine,  and  they  rebel  againft  me.,  Bnt  to  be  quick* 
ened  by  mercy  to  duty  is  not  mercenary,  but  evangelical ; 
Hofea  iii<  5.  They  (hall  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodnefs. 

^4^  8.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  great  is  the  condefcenfion  of  God  to  man,  that  he 
will  ufe  arguments  to  induce  him  to  obedience,  who  might  ex* 
zQi  it  only  by  his  fovereignty,  and  juflly  damn  us  for  our  dif* 
obedience ;  2  Cor.  v.  20.  Now  then  we  are  ambaffadors  for 
Chrift,  as  though  God  did  bcfeecb  you  by  as  :  We  pray  you 
in  Chrift's  ftead,  be  yc  reconciled  to  God. 

0^  f.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  more  mercy  any  receive  from  God,  the  more 
obligations  are  laid  on  them  to  obey  him  ;  Pfalm  cxvi.  1,2.  I 
love  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  n^  voice,  and  my  fuppli- 
cations  :  ,  Becaufe  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  therefore 
will  I  call  upon  him  as  loi\g  as  I  live. 

Qi  lo.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  more  mercies  and  favours  any  man  fins  againft,  the 
'  greater  is  that  man's  fin,  and  the  forer  will  be  his  punifliment ; 
Amos  iii.  2.  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  ;  therefore  I  will  punifh  you  for  all  your  iniquities. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  God's  expectations  are  greater,  where  his  mercies 
aod  favours  have  been  fo ;  Ifa.  v.  4.  What  could  have  been  done 
more  to  my  vineyard,  that  I  have  not  done  in  it  ?  Wherefore 
when  I  looked  that  it  fhould  bring  forth  grapes^  brought  it 
forth  wild  grapes.  / 

Q,.  12.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  memorials  of  God's  mercies  are  to  be  kept  by  us, 
to  provoke  us  to  confiant  and  chearfuh  duties  of  obedience  ; 
Exod.  xvii.  14.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Moies,  write  this  for  a 
memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearfe  it^  in  the  ears  of  Joshua. 
Pfalm  ciii.  2,  3.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits. 

Of  the  firfl  Commandments 
Queft.  4 J.  "WT^Hich  is  the  firft  commandment? 

W     A.  Thefirfi  commandment  is,  Thou  fhah 
have  no  other  godi  trforc  tne. 


^An  Expojition  of  th  Ajfemh^^s  CdUcKfini  yi 

^  I.  What  is  the  firft  daty  cDJoiaed  ia  the  firft  oommand-' 
mem  ?      ^ 

A.  It  is  to  know  and  acknowledge  the  exiftence  or  being  oE 
God,  and  conieqneatly  condemns  all  atheifm,  both  in  judgment 
and  praQice;  Heb.  Ki.  6.  For  he  that  cometh  to  God,  muft  be- 
lieve that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligent- 
ly feek  him.  Pfalm  xiv.  i.  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his  hearty 
there  is  no  God. 

Q^  2.  What  is  the  feeond  duty  of  the  firft  commandment  i 

A.  It  requires  all  men  to  know  and  acknowledge  l^e  unity  of 
God  ;  Dent.  vi.  4.  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one 
Lord.  And  condemns  polytheifm,  or  plurality  of  gods  ;  i  Cor. 
viii.  5,  6.  For  though  there  be  that  are  called  gods,  whether 
in  heareo  or  in  earth  (as  there  be  gods  rnany^  and  lords  many) ; 
but  to  us  there  is  but  one  God. 

(^  3.  Whence  fprang  the  opinion  of  more  gods  than  one  at 
firft  in  the  world  ? 

A.  It  fprang  from  ignorance  of  God*s  omniprefence  and  om- 
nipotence. Hence  came  their  vain  imaginations ;  Rom.  i.  2  u 
Becaufe  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as 
God,  neither  were  thankful,  but  became  vain  in  their  imagina*  • 
tions,  and  their  foolifh  heart  was  darkened.  They  thought  the 
prefence  and  power  of  God  might  reach  one  plaqe,  and  not  a- 
Hother  ;  i  Kings  xx.  23.  And  the  fervants  of  the  king  of  Syria 
faid  unto  him,  Their  gods^are  gods  of  the  hills,  therefore  they 
were  ftronger  than  we ;  But  let  us  fight  againft  them  in  the 
plain,  and  furely  we  (hall  be  ftronger  than  they. 

Q^  4.  What  were  the  firft  creatures  wor(hipped  as  gods  I 

A.  Probably  the  heavenly  bodies,  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  be* 
caufe  of  their  fplendor  and  influences.  Thefe,  as  heralds,  do 
proclaim  God  to  the  world  ;  Pfalm  xix.  i,  2.  The  heavens  de- 
clare the  glory  of  God  ;  and  the  firmament  ftieweth  his  handy- 
work  :  Day  unto  day  uttereth  fpeech,  and  night  unto  night 
Iheweth  knowledge.  And  thele  meflengers  of  God  were  miC> 
taken  for  God  himfelf ;  job  xxxi.  26,  27,  28.  If  I  beheld  the 
fun  when  it  (hined,  or  the  moon  walking  in  brighinefsy  and  my 
'  heart  hath  been  fecretly  enticed,  or  my  mouth  hath  kificd  my 
hand ;  this  alfo  were  an  iniquity  for  I  fliould  have  denied  the 
God  that  is  above. 

Qi  5.  What  doth  thefe  words  [before  me]  import  ?    * 
A.  It  notes  God's  perfedl  knowledge  and  abhorrence  of  all 
idolatry,  or  worihipping  of  another  God,  as  what  be  cannot  ca- 
viare IP  behold ;   Jer.  xliv.  3,  4.   Becaufe  of  their  wickedne(s 

G  2  .      - 


Vhicb  they  have  oommitted  to  provoke  me  to  ^v>gp[^  io- th^t  )^C3| 
i^ent  to  born  ioceofe  to  ferve  other  gods  whom  they  ^ncMf  ^l, 
neither  tl^cy,  yoa,  qor  ypor  fathers.'  Howbeit,  \  fcpt  qnto^ 
you  all  my  (ervants  the  prophets,  rifiogei^riy,  nod  feQ(!^og  ttieoiy 
fayiogy  Oh  do  oo  not  thi$  abomioable  thiog  th^t  I  hatip. 

<^  6.  Are  oone  goihy  of  this  fin  bot  heatbeoifti.  idolaters  ? 

A.  Yes ;  all  that  place  their  fopreme  Ipve  or  troft  io  any  cres^-* 
tore,  make  that  creature  their  God  •  and  in  fcriptor^  are  cal- 
led icjplatcrs.  Col.  iii.  5.  And  covetoofnefs^  whicn  is  idolatry. 
]f  hil  iii.  19.  Whofe  end  is  deftroftioa,  whofc  god  is  their  belly, 
^d  whofe  glory  is  19  their  (hame,  who  mind  eai[thly  things. 
■  4j^  7.  How  doth  the  idolatry  forbiddeo  ip  the  firll,  differ  froip 
that  forbidden  in  the  fecond  commandment 7 

A.  The  idolatry  forbidden  in  thp  firfi  commandi^ent  is  a  lift 
l^fpefling  the  objef):  of  wor(hip,  when  Wfif'iet  op  ipj  thing  ia 
ihepla^eof  God,  which  by.  nature  is  not  God  ;  Gal.  iv.  8: 
dowbeity  then  when  ye  knew  not  God,  ye  did  fervice  onio 
d)eni  which  by  nature  are  no  gods.  But  that  againft  the  fccond[ 
commandment  is,  when  we  pretend  to*  worfhip  the  true  God, 
but  do  It  by  fuch  means,  and  in  fuch  a  nunoer  as  h^  hath  noj^^ 
required,  or  hath  forbidden ;  Exod.xxxii.  4.  And  he  receivedt 
them  at  their  hands,  and  fa(bipned  it  with  z^  graving  tool,  aftejr 
%t  had  made  it  a  nloiten  calf ;  and  they  fald,  Thefe  be  thy  god^ 
O  Ifrael,  which  brought  thee^  tip  out  of  th^  laud  of  Egypt* 
*  Qi  8.  What  is  the  firft  inlference  from  the  firft  commandment  ^.. 

A.  That  It  is  a  fpecial  mercy  to  bei  brought  forth  in  a  land 
where  the  trub  God,  is  known  and  wor(hipped  ;  Pfaim  cxlvii*  2q« 
^e  batt)  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation ;  and  as  for  his  judgmentsfi, 
they  have  not  known  them  ;  praife  ye  the  Lord*  * 

qI  9.  What  is  the  £:cond4fiference  frofU  the  iirft  comman4- 
ment  ?      ' 

'  A.  That  it  is  a  great  and  dfeadful  fin  to  live  without  the  wor- 
Cbip  of  6od  iQ  ih^  worl(i ;  Eph.  ii.  12.  That  at  that  time  ye 
were  without  Chrlft,  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Ifirael,  and  (irangks  from  the  icbvenants  of  promife,  having  no 
Ijopc,  and  wiihoot  God  in  the  world.       *' 

Q.  ipl  What  is  the  third  inference  from  the  firft  cpmmandr 

meut?    ■■     '""  '  '•;.'-. 

A.  That  Chndiaos  muA.  not  comply  with  idolatrous  and  f^ 
ff rflitious  v^orfi^ip,  'when  they  are  caft  into  idolatrous  plages, 
fiow  great  foever  tl)^  danger  be ;  Pfalm  xvi.  4.  Tijeir  forrows; 
diall  be  multiplied,  that  halten  after  another  god ;  their  drink- 
oflerings  of  blood  will  I  OOt  oKer,  nor  take  up  their  name  intoi 


9^  III  What  1$  tb^  foi^rtb  mfcrcnce  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  foprcme  love,  fear,  and  truft  of  the  foul,  M 
pod'a  peculiar  right  aod  due»  'Whofoeyer  places  them  oa  any 
ptfaer  befides  God»  i^  goUrjr  of  a  very  heinous  anid  greajt  fia 
9£aip{l  hiyn  \  i  Jol^u  ii.  1 5.  Love  cot  the  world,  qeither  th^ 
tdtogs  that  are  in  the  world :  If  any  man  love  the  world»  the 
|QVe  of  the  Father  is  pot  m  hiin.  Coinpared  with  Joh  sxxi, 
24,— 2S.  If  \  have  made  gold  xpy  hope,  or  have  faid  to  the  fine 
gold,  thpa  art  qiy  confidence  ;  this  alio  were  an  ioiqaity  to  be 
pu|)iihed  by  the  judg^  \  f^r  I  Ihould  have  denied  the  God  ihat 
is  above. 

9^  12.  Wh^t  is  the  $fth  inferen^  from  hence  I 

i^.  That  God's  eye  dircovf rs  the  clofeft  idolatry  in  the  world, 
whether  it  be  m  fecret  anions ;  Ezek.  viii.  j  2.  Had  rhou  feeii 
what  the  ancients  of  the  boufeof  Ifrael  do  in  the  dark  ?  Every 
man  in  the  chambers  of  bis  imagery  ?  for  they  fay,  the  Lord 
jp^th  us  not,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  the  earth.  Or  ioward 
aifeCtioas ;  Col.  iii.  5.  M9rtify  therefore  your  members  whlcb 
are  upon  the  earth,  fornication,  uncleanpefs,  inordinate  affec- 
tion, evil  cqncupifcence,  and  covetoufoefs,  which  is  idolatry. 

Q^  13.  >ybat  is  the  fixtb  inference  from  hence  I 

A.  That  an  high.and  ft^U  condition  in  the  world,  is  a  danger- 
ous condition,  and  lies  mo(^  expofed  to  the  danger  of  heart- 
Idolatry  ;  Prov.  XXX.  9.  LeA  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  and  (ay^ 
who  is  the  Lord  ?  Mark;  1^.  24.  How  hard  is  it  for  th^m  that 
truft  in  riches  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  I 

<^  14.  What  is  the  laft  infercn<:e  ? 

A.  That  in  coyeaanting  with  God,  and  avouching  him  for 
our  God,  we  muft  wholly  renounce  all  others,  and  take  God 
alone  for  our  portion,  and  objefV  of  our  love  and  dependaoce ; 
I^ofea  iii.  j.  Thou  (halt  not  be  for  another  man ;  fo  will  I 
alfo  be  for  thee.  Lpke  xiv.  33.  So  likewife,  whofocver  he  be 
of  you  that  forlakeith  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my 
difdplc. 

Of  the  fecond  Commandment. 

Queff.  4p.  TEllT^^'^''  '*  *^  fecond  commandment? 

W  -A.  The  fecond  commandment  is t  [Th&ujhalt 
not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  hnage^  or  any  likenefs  cf  any 
thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  heneath,  or 
,  thai  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth  :  thou  /balk  not  bow  down, 
thyfelf  to  them^  nor  ferve  them  :  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a 
jeaious  jGod,  vijiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  chtU 
4ren,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  thejfi  that  hate  me^ 


(4  '^^  ExpofiOm  of  the  Affmbly^s  Catechi/hC 

and  Jbewing  mercy  unt9  thoujimds  of  them  that  love  me,  and  keep 

my  xommandments '\ 

Queft.  50.  What  is  required  ia  the  fecond  commaDdmeot  I 

A.  ne  fecond  commandment  requireth,  the  receivings  oh/erv" 
ing^  and  keeping  pure  and  entire  aU  fiich  religious  vforjbip  and 
ordinances,  as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word 

Queft.  5  f.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fecond  commandment  f 

A.  The  fecond  commandment  forbiddeth  the  worjhipping  0/ 
Cod  by  images,  or  any  other  way  not  appointed  in  his  word, 

Qneft.  52.  What  are  the  reaions  annexed  to  the  fecond  comr 
mandment  ? 

A.  The  reajons  annexed  to  the  fecond  commandment  are,  God's 
[fivereignty  over  us,  his  propriety  in  us,  and  the  zeal  he  hath  tdf 
his  own  worjhipi 

(^  I.  What  is  the  fin  efpecially  forbidden  in  the  fecond  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  fm  here  forbidden^  is  the  corruption  of  God's  wor- 
(hip,  by  making  any  fimilitude  of  any  perfon  in  the  Godhead, 
i|nd  performing  divine  worihip  before  it,  or  to  it;  Exod.  xxxii;. 
8.  They  have  turned  afide  quickly  out  of  the  way  which  I 
commanded  them :  They  have  made  them  a  molten  calf»  and 
have  wor(hipped  it,  and  have  facrificed  thereunto,  and  fsad, 
thefe  be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael,  which  have  brought  thee  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Dent.  iv.  15,  16.  Take  ye  therefor© 
good  heed  unto  yourfelves  (for  he  faw  no  manner  of  iimilit^de 
on  the  day  that  the  Lord  fpake  unto  you  in  Horeb,  out  of  the 
midft  of  the  fire)  letl  ye  corrupt  yourfelves  and  make  you  a  gra- 
'  ven  image,  the  fimilitude  of  any  figure,  the  iikenels  of  male  or 
female. 

<^2.  What  is  the  fecond  fin  forbidden  in  this  command- 
ment? 

A.  The  f(fcond  fin  againfi  this  commandment  is  will-wor(hip, 
confifling  in  the  addition  of  man's  inventions  to  the  worfhip  of 
God^  as  a  part  thereof;  Mattb.  xv.  9.  Bdt  in  vain  they  do 
worihip  me,  teaching  for  doftrines  the  commandments  of  men. 
Col.  ii.  20,  21,  22,  23.  Wherefore  if  ye  be  dead  with  Chrift 
from  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  why,  as  though  living  in  the 
world,  arc  ye  fubjeft  to  ordinances,  (Touch ;not,  taAenot, 
handle  not,  which  all  are  to  periih  with  the  ufing)  after  the 
commandments  and  doArines  of  men  ?  Which  things  have  in- 
deed a  /hew  of  wifdom  in  wiU.wor(hip  and  humility,  and  ne- 
gle(5ting  of  the  body,  not  in  any  honour  to  the  fatisfying  of  the  . 
fle/h. 

(^3.  But  if  thofe  additions  be  for  the  more  decent  wor(hi(h 
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ping  of  God,  is  it  not  allowed  by  i  Cor.  xiv.  40.  Let  all  thiogs 
be  dooe  decently,  and  in  order  ? 

A.  No ;  that  fcriptnre  commaods  that  God*s  ioftitotioos  be 
regolarly  and  decently  performed,  bot  not  that  we  invent  cere* 
monies  that  are  fymbolical,  to  make  them  more  decent  than 
Chrlft  left  them. 

<^.  4.  Why  is  the  fecond  commandment  left  out  in  all  the  pnb* 
lie  ofBces  of  the  popiib  church  ? 

A.  Beoaufs  it  ezprefsly  condemns  their  idolatrous  images^ 
kneeling  at  the  faaament,  prayers  10  faints,  and  all  their  fuper* 
ftitious  erodes,  furplices,  and  chrifme,  as  finfnl. 

<^  5.  Do  they  not  clear  themfelves  from  idolatry,  by  telling 
US  they  only  woribip  God  before,  or  by  them,  bnt  not  the  ima- 
ges  themfelves  \ 

a.  No,  they  do  not ;  for  the  ufe  of  images  in  God's  wor(hip 
is  expredly  condemned  in  this  commandment ;  and  if  this 
would  excufe  the  papifts,  it  had  a]£b  excnfed  the  Ifraelites  in 

worfhipping  the  calf,  Exod.  xxxii.  4. And  they  faid,  Thefe 

be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael,  that  brought  thee  np  out  of  the  land  of 

(^  6.  What  is  the  firft  reafon  annexed  to  the  fecand  com- 
mandment ? 

k.  The  fir  ft  reafon  annexed  is  God's  (overeignty,  1  the  Lardf 
which  (hews  that  it  belongs  to  God  only  to  inftitute  his  own 
worChip,  and  make  it  eficAual ;  and  therefore  to  do  that  in  his 
worfhip  which  he  never  commanded,  is  finful  and  dangerous  ; 
Jer.  vii«  31.  And  they  hare  built  the  high  places  of  Tophet, 
which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  fon  of  Hinnom,  to  burn  their 
fons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire,  which  1  commanded  them 
not,  neither  came  it  into  my  heart. 

(^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  rei^fon  annexed  to  the  fecond  com* 
mandment  ? 

1.  The  fecond  realbn  is  God's  propriety  in  nss  He  is  our 
God,  and  we  belong  to  him ;  and  therefore  to  corrupt  his  wor* 
ihjp,  greatly  aggravates  our  fins ;  Hofea  tx.  i.  Rejoice  not,  O 
liirael,  for  joy,  as  other  people ;  for  thou  haft  gone  a  whoring 
from  thy  God,  ifc. 

%%.  What  is  the  third  reafon  annexed  to  the  fecond  com- 
msodment  ?  '         -     , 

A.  The  jeabufy  of  God  over  bis  worOitp  and  wofftilppers  ; 
fothat  this  fin  of  corrupting  his  worftitp  will  dreadfully  incenfe 
his  wrath,  as  it  did,  Lev.  x.  i,  a.  And  Nadab  and  Abihu,  the 
foQsof  Aaron,  took  either  of  them  his  cenfer,  and  put  fire 
thereon,  and  o£rcd  ftrange  fire  before  the  Lord,  which  be 
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comibafided  them  Dot.    And  there  went  out  Bre  from  the  Ldra; 
aod  devoured  them,  and  they  died  before  the  Lord. 

<^  9.  What  is  the  firft  inftruAron  from  the  fecodd  commahd- 
meDt  r 

A.  That  It  ts  ao  heiooms  fid  to  faegleft  the  worftilp  of  Gdd, 
10  that  manner  he  hath  apppiotcd  tis  to  worship  him,  as  in  pray- 
et ;  Jer.  x.  15.  Pour  oat  thy  fnry  npon  the  heiithen  that  ktidw 
thee  not,  and  uhpon  the  families  that  call  nbr  on  th^  tkimh. 
Heiiring  the  word  ;  ProV;  xxviii.  9.  He  that  tnrteth  aviray  his 
ear  from  hearing  the  law,  even  his  prayer  (hill  be  abotoinationi 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAion  from  the  fecohd  coni- 
d^aodment  ? 

A.  That  thofe  who  fuffeir  for  cndeavoBting  to  prcfervie  the 
purity  of  God*s  ordinances,  and  nonconformity  to  thie  contrary 
ibjnnfttons  of  men,  have  a  goocj  warrant  to  bear  thehi  out  itt 
a^ilfuch  fufTeriogs  ;  Dcut.  iv.  2.  Ye  (hall  not  add  nnto  the  word 
%hijch  1  command  you,  Neither  fhali  yon  dtminifii  dught  froni 
St,  that  ye  may  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lotd  your  God; 
wfakh  I  command  yob. 

Q^  II.  What  is  the  third  inftmftioii  froiil  the  fecohd  coni- 
iiia^ment  ? 

A.  Thac^t  is  highly  finful  and  dangerous  to  innovate  and 
prefcribc  by  hilman  authority  fuch  lymboHcai  rites  in  the  wbr- 
ftip  of  God,  as  he  never  appointed  or  allowed  in  his  ^vord  \ 
Matth.  XV.  9.  But  in  vain  do  they  worship  liie»  te^chiiig  tSi 
doArines  the  commatidments  of  men. 

Qi  la.  What  is  the  fourth  inftruftidn  hehce  ^ 
'  A.  Hience  We  learn  how  much  par^bts  and  children  ai^ie  obli- 
ged to  worfhip  God  conftantiy,  fpiritually,  and  agrecablj^  to  fiil 
wHI  revealed  in  his  word  ;  otherwife  the  jealotify  of  God  Will 
Tlfit  therti  both  in  the  way  of  judgment :  Fbr  as  obedience  en- 
tails a  bleffing,  fo  difobedience  entails  a  ctirfe  on  polterity  \ 
EJtod.  xxxi^'.  14.  For  thou  (halt  worftiip  fio  othar  god  j  fot  Ihii 
Lord  Whbfe  name  is  Jealous,  is  a  jealous  God. 

Of  the  third  CommanMent. 

Q2?ft.  53.  TX/Hich  is  the  third  commandment  ?    . 

^'      A,  Hfe  thiti  dimmimdment  is,   j^Thou  /halt, 

,  fiof  .t(d^i  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  Godwin  vain  i  for  the  Lofd  wiO 

mat  hold  him  guiltieft,  that  taketh  his  name  in  vdin^ 

'  Qj*cft.  54,  What  is  required  in  the  third  commandment  i     . 

A.  The  ihfrd  commandment  re^uireth  the  ibfy  and  reverend 

vfkfif  God[$  names ^  titks^  ^tttibiites^  <it4indnMf  nxrords^  ana 


.   <^ft.  55,  What  18  forbkkieo  la  the  ihkd  coomatidffiieilt  f 

A.  The  tkird  cmnrmndm&ht  farkidddtA  ail  ffofaning  or  cbufim 
itf  any  thing  lok^sby  Gui  mak^h-himft^  knffivn. 

Q^eft.  56*  Wkac  is  tt»  reafoo  aoaeKod  tQ  the  third  com- 
IHHadiiicQtf 

A.  Tke  f9af^  Mmiced  h  iki  tMrd  cmmandmeni  it,  thafJhw 
mer  tJH  tnskirs  rf  tkU  ^emmandmsnt  may  tjeape  funi/bmmt 
frwii  man,  yet  tht  l^rJ^i^^od^Ut  w^  Jufftr  them  to  ofiapc  Us 
P^ifeout  jvdgmentk  < 

^  t.  How  doth  ikia  cottMoUdsicat  i^r  frodi  the  fbrft  ni^d 
fecood  t 

A.  Th^  firft  bAth  refpeft  to  thd  obj^aof  worOiip,  foAid- 
dkig  n$  U3  ^im-(bip  any  other  bat  God.  The  fecood  Tefpeds 
the  AeaM  of  irorlbif,  forbidding  lit  to  worAtp  God  by  aof 
other  meaas  tllaa  wi)at  hd  bach  prefeiibedi  Bot  che  third  re^ 
l^fieftB  the  mancr  of  hia  y^tovOAp,  forbiddibg  atl^relefe,  ot 
pro^^ae  ufe  of  hil  «aitie,  aad  coiwtiaQ<fiiig  aa  boSy  rererenee 
from  us  ia  all  our  foleina  addrefles  to  him,  or  ordiQary  nentioii 
of  bis  Dame.  Mai.  16.  A  fim  booonreth  bk  father,  and  afer- 
V2mt  hiB  ifufter  :  If  tbea  I  be  a  father,  Mrfaere  It  ^hie  hoooiir  t 
«»d  if  i  be  a  mafler,  where  Is  my  fear  i  fakh  the  Lord  of  hoft^ 
tioto  yoo,  0  priefts,  that  delpife  my  iiaeM:  Aad  ye  fay^ 
Whoreio  have  we  defpifed  thy  ttamei 

4^  2.  What  ia  the  firft  thing  e(pedally  required  Jft  the  Ahrd 
commaateieiit  ? 

A.  It  reqotres  the  moft  awful  atid  retereotiar  frame  of  mt 
hearts  in  all  oar  approadies  to  God ;  Plalm  luitxix.  J.  God  tt 
greatly  to  be  (earied  to  the  aflembly.of  the  faiats  $  and  to  4)^ 
had  in  rererence  of  all  them  that  ace  aboiit  him.  And  in  M^ 
worftup ;  John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit ;  and  ih€y  that  worlMp 
him,  miift  worlbip  him  in  fpirit  and  ia  trmli. 

q.  3.  What  is  thefecond  thing  required  in  this  CoOUiiaod^ 
meat  ? 

A.  It  reqaites  trath  in  oar  wttoefs^'beariag,  as  kaowiag  <!od 
ieeth  oar  hearts,  aad  is  Witnefs  to  all  that  we  think,  orlpeak  i 
Zech.  V.  4.  i  wili  bdag  it  forth*  finth  the  I«ord  ^  hofts,  and 
tt  (hall  eater  into  t:he  honfe  of  the  thief,  and  into  the  boilfe  of 
him  that  fweareth  fsliely  by  my  oaoEiey  <ar^» 

^  4.  Wliat  4s  the  third  thing  repaired  in  this  codlmand- 
toent  ? 

A.  That  in  all  onr  appeals  to  God  in  lecret,  or  doobtfnl  mat* 
tet8»  we  be ^e  that  the  appeal  be  neceflary,  awful,  and  trtie^ 
Jer.  xvil.  16.   As  for^me^  I  bave  iot^t  bafteoed  ha^  being  a 

VouViKv  « 
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paflor  ta  follow  tbee,  Qcithcr  have  I  deflred  the  woeful  ^ay, 
thou  kaowed  :  that  which  came  out  of  my  lips  was  right  be- 
fore thee.  Pfaim  cxipcVx.  23,  24.  Search  me,  O  God,  aod  kpow 
my  heart:  try  me,  aod  Kqow  my  thoughts.  Aud  lee  if  there 
be  aoy  wicked  way  la  me  ;  aod  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafliog*; 
,    (^  5.  What  doth  this  cooiliiaadmeat  efpecialiy  forbid  K 

A*  |t  forbids  and  coudemos  all  profaoe  oaths,  as  moft  iuju^ 
rtous  to  the  uame  of  God,  Ma^h.  v.  34,  3,7. — Swear  UQt  at  aiU 
oeitber  by  heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne,  Ac.  But  let  yoar 
^ommupicatioQ  be.  Yea,  yea ;  Nay,  oay :  for  whatioevier  is  mpre 
than  thefe,  comeih  of  evil.  .  ; 

'   0^  6.  What  is  the  danger  of  profane  or  falfe  fwearing  ? , 

A.  Such  are  reckoned  enemies  to  God,  Pialm  cxxxix.  20* 
Thine  enemies  take  thy  name  in  vain.  The  curfe  of  God  enters 
^  into  fucb  families^  Zech.  v.  4.  I  will  bring  it  forth,  faith  the 
Lprdpf  hofts,  and  it  &all  enter  into  the,  honle  of  the  thief, 
and  *^nto  the  houfe  of  him  that  fweareth  falfely  by  iny  niusie,  &€*  ' 
And  the  Lord  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs* 

<^  7«  What  elfc  is  forbidden  in  this  commandment  ? 

A.  It  forbids  aod  condemns  all  heedkfs,  wandering,  and 
drowzy  performance  of  God's,  worihip ;  Ifa.  xxix,  13^  14* 
Wherefore  the;  Lord  faid^  Foraftduch  as  this  people  draw  near 
me  with  their  mouths,  and  with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  bat 
have  removed  their,  heart  far  from  me,  and  their  fear  towards 
me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of  men  :  Therefore,  behold  I  will 
proceed  to  do  a  .marvellous  work  among  this  people,  even  a  mar- ' 
v^llou^  work,  and  a  wpnder  ;  for  the  wtidom  of  their  wiie  men 
fiiall  peri(h,  and  the  underftanding  of  their  prudent  men  (hall 
be  bid/i  And  2  Kings  x,  3K  But  Jehu  took  no  heed  to  walk 
jp  the  Jaw  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  with  all  his  heart :  for 
he  departed  not  from  the  fins  of  Jeroboam,  which  made  liirael 
lo.fin*,    .•.'■■  .     '     "-      ' 

<t.  8.  What  other  fin  is  forbidden  in  this  command  ? 

A.  I(  forbids. all  light  and  irreverent  Ufe  of  the  fcriptures,  e^ 
irpecially  in  pur  jefts,  or  by  way  of  icofQng ;  Jer»  xvii.  15.  Be* 
hold,  they  iay  unto  me,  Where  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  ?  Let 
it  come  now*  .  ier,  vi.  jo.— Behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 
unto  them  a  reproach :  they  have  no  delight  in.  it. 
I  ^  9k  By  w^h^.t  argument  doth  God  enforce  the  third  com- 
mandment on  men  ?        '  .       \ 

A.  That  tjhe  breakers  of  t^is  commandopient  (hall  furely  be 
puaiftied  by  the  Lord,  cither  in  this- life,  Dent,  xxviii*  58, 59, 
V  thou  wilt  not  oblcrve  tp  do  all  ^he  words  of  this  law,  that 
are  written  la  this  book^  tha^tl^ou  mayefl  fear  this  gtori9i)S^and 
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ibrfol  Dame,  the  Lord  thy  God :  Then  the  Lcxrd  will  make 
tbj  plagues  wooderfoi^  and  the  plagues  of  thy  feed,  eiren  great 
plagues,  aud  of  lofig  contrfiuance,  and  fore  (ickoefs,  and  of 
loBg  coofiouaiice :  Or  io  that  to  come,  Rom.  ii^  5.  Bqt  after 
thy  hardoels  ana  impeoiteut  heart,  treaforeft  tip  tinto  thyfelf 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath;  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God  :  Except  they  repent  and  reform. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  fiiil  inftruiVion  from  the  third  C(^mand«* 
ment? 

A.  That  great  and  infinite  is  the  patience  of  God  in  forbear- 
ing .and  provoking  finnerd  fo  lodg  as  he  doth  ;  Rom.  ix.  22. 
What  if  God,  iirilling  to  (hew  his  wfath»  and  to  make  his  poir-* 
er  'ki»own,  endured  with  much  IbUg-fofFering  the  veflels  bf 
wrath  fitted  to  deftruAion  ? 

q.  1 1.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruAioti  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  God  is  to  be  juftified  in  ihc  fcvereft  of  his  jodg- 
ments,  by  which  at  any  time  he  mantfefts  his  difpleafore  agaioll 
the  profanenefs  of  the  world  ;  Hofea  iv.  i ,  2,  3.  Hear  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  Ifrael :  For  the  Lord  bath  i  coii- 
troverfy  with  the  inhalHtants  6f  the  land,  becaufe  there  is  no 
truths  nor -mercy,  nor  knowledge  of  God  in  the  land..  By 
fwearing,  and  lying,  and  killing,  and  dealing,  and  committing 
adultery,  they  break  out,  and  blood  toncheth  blood.  There- 
fore (hail  the  land  mourn,  and  every  one  that  dwelletb  therein 
(hall  languifhy  with  the  beafls  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls 
of  heaven,  yea,  the  fifhes  df  the  fea  alfb  (hall  be  taken  away. 

<^  12.  What  is  the  third  infiruAion  from  hence  ?  ' 

A.  That  God  takes  Ipedal  notice. of,  and  greatly  delighteth 
in  them  that  fear  and  reverence  his  name  ;  Ifa.  Ixvi.  5.  Hear  the 
word  of  jfae  Lord,  ye  that  tremble  it  hi's  word  :  Tour  brethren 
that  hated  you,  chat  caft  yon  out  for  my  barneys  fake,  fard.  Let 
the  Lco-d  be  glorlQed ;  but  he  (hall  appear  to  your  joy,  and  they 
fliaH1>e  af(haped.  Mai.  ili.  16.-* And  a  book  of  remembrance 
was  written  before  htm,  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  chat 
thought  upon  his  name. 

<^  13.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  henee  ^ 

A.   That  tb^(e  parents  have  moch  to  anfwer  for,  that  by 
their  examples  teach,   or  by  their  negligence  encourage  their' 
cittldren  to  profane  God's  name  ;   Jer.  v.  7.  How  (hall  I  pardoii 
thee  for  this  ?     Thy  children  have  for  taken  me,  and  fwdrn  by 
them  that  are  no  gods,  ire. 

Ha' 


Of  tbe  Sabbath, 

^S?^^  Si7'  XfJ^^  ^'  ^  foonh  cDiDBiaBdai^iit  ? 

^  A.  Thi  fourti  commdndmeni  Ut  IKememhtf^ 
the  $abbathzday,  to  hip  if  bofy.  Six  i^yi  flk^k  thou  labwt  onA 
Jo  ail  thy  work  i  but  the  foifstuh  tUy  $4  the  Sahimth  tf  the  Lord 
fhyCod:  in  it  thm  fi^  noi  do  any  wark^  thou^  n6r  iky /o»f  nor 
thy  doMgb^e^f  %  W^nr/frvanft  nor  thy  mdid/ervam,  mr  thy 
^attU^  nor  the  granger  nvhich  is  within  thy  gates.  For  in  fi^i^ 
(hys  the  lord  made  kfavMn  a^d  earth,  the  fea%  «md  all  that  in 
them  iSf  and  rejied  the  feventb.  day^  'mherifore  the  Urd  Uefitf 
theSabhatk<lay,amlb^»llow 

QJ^^.  58,  What  IB  requued  ia  the  fourth  CQiM9and«ieiH  f    - 

A*  The  fourth  cmmandm^t  requiireth  the  keeping  holy  to  Got^ 
fuch  fit  time- as  he  hath  i^ppointed  in  his  'weitds  emprefidy  ona 
whole  day  in  feven^  $0,  be. an  hofy  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord. 

Queft.  59.  Wbid)  day  of  fhe  jfeveii  bath  Ged  appoiDtcd  ^ 
^  the  weekly  Sabbath  i 

A.f'romthebeginnif^cfthei(^oMtotktrefiirre^km4^C^ 
^od  appointed  the  feventh  day  ef  the  we^k  to  be  the  weekfy  Sab^ 
bathi  and  the  fin;]!  day  vf  the  week  ^tr  fmce^  toe^timee  tpti^ 
ffut  ^  tbf  worlds  whicb  is  the  Chrifiian  ^bjatb^ 

qJ  f«  What  fpeck^l  oiarki  «if  h0Qour  bath  Qed  iet  Viffcm  ^Nt 
fourth  cdoui^aodineiit  ? 

A*  God  bath  (et  fqur  pecdiar  flaarks  of  hotiOiir  qti  iC;. 

(i.)  It  is  th«  iargcft  of  all  the  cpmiBatMls. 


U-ji  it  is  <|eUy«r(9d(  both  pofitively  aad  Qegatitr€ty»  which  the 


(2.)  It  bath  a  (okam  memteOo  pitiixcd  fo  it* 

h.l  Itisi 
fftfiareuot.  !  Ai^d» 

(4.)  )t  is  cnforoBd  ^ith  niore  argomeiits  tot  ftr^oigtbia  ^9 
conmaod  on  v^s,-  than  aay  other. 

^  Z.  Why  «rill  God  have  a  Sabbi^ili  00  earth  I 

▲/  God  will  have  ^  $ab^.^.  od  earth,  to  give  us  Aerein  a^ 

Kblen  of  that  eternal  Sdbb^th  in  heayi^»  yhere'm  his  pooplp 
ill  lie  ferviog  htm,  and  praifiog  him  wtthoot  iiiterrfiptio&,  01;^ 
ipnixturebf  any  oithe^  bufiiaefs  thr6ughottt  eterm<y  ;  Heb.  iv,  g. 
Thf (t  remaioetti  t^r^foie  a  reft  to  the  j^ofk  of  God. 

^  }•  ^<^  ^bat  otbq:  leafens  will  Gk^  bav^  a  Sabbncb  ? 

A.  He  wijil  have  a  Sabbatb  for  the  boawr  dF  his  oaoie,  Ift* 
tviii.  13.  \f  thoQ.  turn  awa^  thy  foot  ftom  the  Sabbatb,  frp^ 
^oing'tby  pleafur^  00  my  boly  day,  a^  caU,  ihe  ^bpich  a  de« 
tight,  the  holy  of  ^he  Lord,  hopourable,  and  (halt  honour  him^ 
not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  pleafure,  noi^ 
Ipeaiking  tbiae  own  words*  For  the  good  of  me^  fo^Is ;  Mzrif^ 
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%  ff  Aftd  he  fmd  onto  them^  The  Sabboib  wwmde  feraiai* 
aod  not  raao  for  the  Sabbath.  And  in  mercy  to  the  bodies  of 
PKO  and  beafts. 

^  4.  Is  thk  commamiiiicnt  morsd  tad  perpetod^  or  oeremo* 
iJal  aod  tempQr«7  t 

A«  \i  is,  and  ttidil  oqedt  be  moral,  aod  not  eeremoolah  br- 
paiiie  a^  tbt  t^om  that  enforce  it  are  perpetual,  aod  the  Sab"  • 
|>ath  continoed  when  the  cereinonial  law  ceafed,  and  was  vaniOi* 
|E<I !  Maiib*  iixit,  20.  But  pray  ye,  that  yonr  flight  be  not  in 
the  wioter,  neither  on  the  Sabbath^dny. 
Q.  ).  Wbftt  dgy  of  the  TeTea  is  the  Chriflriaii  Sabbath  ? 
A.  The  firft  day  of  the  week  is  our  Sabbath,  fioce  the  rtfm^ 
fefiion  of  Cbri&«     This  is  the  day  which  was  foretold  to  btf 
OUT  Sabbath ;  Pf^lm  cxviu.  24.  This  is  the  day  which  theLorA 
hodi  itfa^e  \  we  wiU  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  U.    The  Lord  hath 
marked  it  for  bimfelF,  by  fettiag  bis  own  nameon  it ;  Rev.  i.  io# 
I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day.     And  the  apoftles,  and 
prin^ttive  chnrcfa,  coolfaintiy  fet  it  apart  to  religions  oies  and 
'    cnd^ ;  A&t  XK.  7«  And  npoo  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  when 
the  difdples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preadied  noto 
fbern^  ^c.     I  Cor  Kvt.  a.  Upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  let 
fvery  ooe  of  yon  lay  by  htm  in  ftore,  as  God  hath  profpered 
I     him,  that  thare  be  no  gatherings  when  I  come. 
cL  ^-  When  doth  the  Cbrifttan  Sabbath  begin  ? 
A.  It  appears  that  this  day  is  not  to  be  reckoned  from  even* 
log  to  eveniogy   b|it  from  morning  to  moroiog  ;   becaofe  the 
Chriftian  Sabbath  mnft  begin  when  the  Jewilh  Sabbath  ended, 
bnt  that  ended  towards  the  morning,  Matth.  xaviii.  t.  In  the 
qid  of  the  Sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  towards  the  firft  day 
of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalen,  and  the  other  Mary,  to  fee 
i^  fepnUrhre. 
(^  7.   What  is  the  gronnd  of  changing  the  day  f 
A.  The  Ibtemo  commemoration  of  onr  redemption  by  the 
refimre^lkm  of  Chrift  from  the  dead,  is  the  ground -of  traoflat- 
in^  the  Sabbath  from  jhe  fevfinih  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week  % 
F£dm  cxvrii.  24.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made  ; 
we  will  rfJCTce,  and  be  glad  in  it.    Mark  xvi.  9.   Now  when 
}efus  was  ri&n  early  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  he  appeared 
firft  to  Mary  Magdalen,  oat  of  whom  he  had  caft  (even  devils. ; 
Cl^  8.    Is  it  the  whole  day,  or  only  fome  hours  of  the  day, 
that  are  fet  ^part  for  God  f 

A.  Not  a  part,  bnt  the  whole  day  is  the  Lord's  %  and  it  is  n 
^gerons  to  hake  it  with  God  in  poiat  of  time,  as  it  was  for 
#ia^  «Kld  Sapfhim  to  hsilve  their  dedicated  goods,  and  brmg 
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\fk  bot  a  pan.  Remember  that  thou  keep  hoiy  the  Sabbtth-daj^ 
b  the  commaod. 

Q^  9.  Is  there  any  other  day  holy,  befides  this  day  ? 

A.  No  day  but  this*  is  holy  by  inftitutioQ  of  the  Lord ;  yet 
days  of  homiliatioo  and  thaakfgiviDg  may  be  lawfully  fet  apart^ 
by  ineo  oa  a  call  of  providence ;  but  poplih  holy  days  are  not 
warrautable,  nor  to  be  obferved ;  Gal.  iv.  10.  Ye  obfervc  days^ 
and  months,  and  times,  and  years. 

.  Q^  10.  But  feeing  every  day  fhonld  be  a  Sabbath  to  a  Cbri- 
flian,  what  needs  any  other  fet  time  I   •" 

A.  Though  Chriftians  mud:  walk  every  day  with  God,    yet 
'  tvery  day  cannot  be  a  Sabbath,  becofe  God  calls  uis  to  other  da- 
ties  on  thofe  days,  but  will  hav^this  to  be  a  folenkn  and  cDtirc 
day  to  himfeif. 

Q^  1 1 .  But  if  a  man  fcrnpie  the  change  of  the  Sabbath,  may 
he  net  keep  both  days  weekly  i 

A.  No;  for  then,  by.dcjog  more  than  God  requires,  he 
breaks  a  plain  command,  Six  days  (halt  thou  labour. 

Q«^i2.  At  What  time  (hould  ChriAians  be  up,  and  at  their 
duties,  on  the  Lord's  day  ? 

:  A.  As  early  in  the  morning  as  their  flrength  will  permit,  to 
prepare  by  private  for  public  duties ;  yet  the  public  are  not  to 
be  entrenched  on  by  private  duties ;  Afts  x.  33.— Now  there- 
fore are  we  all  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all-  things  that 
are  commanded  thee  of  God. 

OJ  the  Sabbath. 

Queft.  60.  TTO  W  is  the  Sabbath  to  be  lanaified  ? 

^^  A.  The  Sabbath  is  to  be  JanBified  by  an  My 
refting  all  that  day^  even,  from  fuch  tvoridly  emphyments  and 
recteatkns  as  are  lawful  on  other  days,  and  fpending  the  whole 
time  in  the  public  and  private  exetcifes  of  Gods  tsfor/ibipi  except 
fo  much  as  is  to  be  taken  vp  in  the  works  of  necefftty .and^mercy ^ 

Que  A.  61.  What  are  the  fms  forbidden  in  the  fourth  cona« 
mandment  ?        / 

A.  7he  fourth  commandment  fxtrbiddeth  the  Omiffimt,  or  care^ 
le/s  performance  rf  the  duties  required,  and  the  profaning  the 
day  by  idlenefs,  or  doing  that  which  is  in  itfelf  finful^-  or  hy  un* 
nectffary  thov^hts^  words,  or  works,  about  our  wordly  employ^ 
ments  or  recreations. 

Que  A.  62.  What  are  the  reafons  annexed  to  the  fourth  com* 
mandaicnt  ? 

.  A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment  are,  Cod's 
alkwing  vs  fix  days  of  the  week  fat  ouf  own  employtrientf  b$S 
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fkjknging  a  fpeciai  pr$priety  in  tbe  fevetUh^  his  0wn  ixampf^ 
aa4his  iUiffing  the  SaHath-day* 

Q^  1.  What  is  |he  fe(l  ^vhkh  God  reqoires  oa  the  Sabbath  ? 

A.  It  i$  pot  a  mere  pacaral  or  civU,  bat  an  holy  reft,  refemr 
bliog  tKe  reft  in  be9?eo»  wherein  the  miad  is  moft  a£li?e  and  bofy 
in  the  worli  of  Qoi,  ibougb  the  body  be  at  reft,  and  tbe  fpi- 
fit  Dot  woaried  with  its  worJi ;  Rev.  iv.  8^.  And  the  fbor  beafta 
had  each  of  them  fix  wiop  ^boat  him,  and  they  were  full  of 
eyes  within,  and  they  reft  not  day  and  night,  faying,  Hdy, 
holy,  boly^  Zjoord  God  aimightyt  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  te 
come. 

Q^t.  May  not  any  works  of  our  civil  calling  be  ordinarily . 
done  on  that  day  I 

A.  No ;  it  isiiQfoI  to  pqt  onr  bands  ordinarily  to  oor  callings 
bo  that  day,  and  God  ufoally  ponifiics  it.  Neh.  ,xiii.  15,  16, 
1),  18.  In  thofe  d^ys  &w  I  in  Judah  fome  treading  wine*prefle$ 
oa  the  Sabbath,  and  bringing  up  (heaves,  and  lading  afles,  as 
alfo  wine-grapes,  apd  %s,  and  all  manner^  of  burdens  which 
theyforonghc  into  Jernfalem  on  the  Sabbath-day ;  andl  teftified 
againft  them  in  the  day  wherein  they  fold  viftnals.  There 
dwelt  men  of  Tyre  alfo  therein,  which  bronght  fi(h,  and  all 
manoer  of  ware^  ^nd  fold  00  the  Sabbath,  unto  the.  children  of 
Jadah,  axid  in  Jernfalem.  Then  I  contended  with  the  nobles 
of  Jadah^  and  faid  unto  them,  What  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye  do, 
and  profane  the  Sabbath-day  ?  Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  aod.did 
notour  God  bring  all  this  evil  npoo  us,  and  upon  this  city  ?  YeC 
ye  bring  more  wrath  upon  Ifrael  by  profaning  the  Sabbath. 

Q^  3.  May  we  not  refreth  our  bodies  by  recreations,  or  onr 
minds  by  thoughts  of  earthly  bniinefs,  or  difeourfes,  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Recreations  of  the  body^  which  are  lawful  on  other  days, 
are  ftoful  on  this  day;  and  ail  the  recreations  of  the  mind  aU 
lowed  on  thif  day^  are  fpiritnal  and  heavenly;  Ifa.  Iviii.  13,  14* 
If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy. 
pleafure  on  my  bql^  day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  tbe 
holy  of  tbe  l^ord,  honourable,  and  ftialt  honour  him,  not  dor- 
i&g  thine  pvi^n  ways,  nor  fiodipg  thine  own  pleafure,  nor  fpeak**. 
iog   thine  own  words ;   then  Ihalc  thou  delight  thyfelf  in  the. 
Lord,  and  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride  upon  the  high  places  of  the. 
earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father ;  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpokeo  it. 

Q^  4.  What  wprks  may  lawfully  be  done  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Chrift's  esumple  warrants  works  of. neceflity,  andworkt^ 
of  mercy,  hot  no  other  ;  Matth.  xii.  3.  4*  But  be  faid  unto 
themj  have  ye  nqt  read  wh^t  David  (iid^  when  he  was  an  h|ia- 
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^d,  asd  they  that  were  with.  him.  Hoy^  he  eiitidred  iM>  dui 
hoafe  of  God,  and  did  eat  the  (hew-bread,  wlikh  was  not  laW^ 
fbi  for  hko  to  eat,  neither  for  thetn  which  were  with  bim^  but 
only  for  the  pri«As.  Aod  ver.  7.  Bat  if  ye  bed  knowo  what 
this  BMftDeth,  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  (acrifioe,  isc, 

Q.  $.  What  are  the  holy  duties  of  the  Sabbath  ? 

A. .  The  (Hibiic  worihip  of  God  ;  io  reading,  and  heartd^ 
the  word  preached,  ifa.  Ixvi.  23.  And  it  Oiatt  eome  so  pais, 
that  from  one  new  moon  to  another,  and  from  ^oe  Sabbath  to 
ttfi^her,  (ball  all  fl^  come  to  ^orthip  before  me,  Kth  the 

Lord.     Loke  iv.  16. Aod  as  his  cuftom  was,  he  went  into 

the  fyaagogae  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  ftood  up  for  to  tcsuI. 
Afid  prayer;  A  As  xvi.  13,  14.  And  on' the  Sabbath-day  we 
%weiit  out  of  the  city  by  a  river  fide,  where  prayer  was  woac  to 
be^made»  6c.  And  receiving  the  Sacrament ;  A6h  xx.  7.  And 
lapeo  the  firft<  day  of  the  week,  when  thc^ifciptes  came  toge* 
iher  to  fore^k  bread,  Pan]  preached,  ifc. 

<^6.  Are  private  duties  ia  oar  fao^itiee  reqehed,  as  well  ai 
pablic,  on  the  Sabbath  i 

A.  Yes  ;  it  is  aot  enoogh  to  fanfHfy  the  Sabbath  in  ptiWid 
ordteadces,  bat  God  requires  it  to  be  fao^fied  in  family,  aad 
jpriprat^  dnties ;  Lev.  xxiii.  3.-*--^Bot  the  feyenth  day  is  the  Sab- 
bath of  reft,  and  h<^  coavocation  ;  ye  (hall  do  no  work  thare* 
IB  c  It  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  in  ail  yoor  dwel^gs. 

Q^  7.  With  what  frame  of  Spirit  are-^^all  SaMMth  datiesfi 
both  public  aod  private,  to  be  peHForraed  ? 

A.  They  are  to  be  performed  with  fpiritoal  delight ;  Ua.  Win^ 
13.  ff  thou  torn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath^  from  dotqg 
tl^  pleafare  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  detlg^; 
ifc.  And  all  grudging  at,^,aQd  wearinefs  of  f^ritnal  exerctfes,  is 
a  fla  forbidden ;  Mai.  i.  13.  Ye  faid  alfo,  behdd  What  a  wear!* 
Brfs  is  it,  and  ye  have  ft^fled  at  it,  (kith  the  Lord  of  hofts^ 
ted  }Be  broiig;ht  that  whteh  Was  <orn»  and  the  lame,  and  the  (ick ; 
A'fts  ye  brought  an  offering  :  flioald  I  accept  this  of  your  haad? 
6i«h  the  Lord.  Amos  vm,  5.  When  will  the  aew  moon  be 
gone^  that  we  may  (ell  corn  ?  ^tkA  the  Sabbath,  rtiat  We  ma/ 
fct  forth  wheat  ?  i;c^ 

0^6.  What  is  the  firft  reaCjn  annexed  to  Ats  command  ? 

A.  The  firft  reafoo  is  .^the  fufficient,  atid  large  allowance  rf 
time  God  hath  given  us  for  o«r  civil  callings,  and  earthly  ba^ 
linefs.    Six  days  ib  the  week  is  a  large  allowaace. 
^  Q^  9.  What  is  the  fecond  restfon  aaoexed  to  this  fourth  com* 
aoRind  ?  . 

A,.  The  fecond  feafoa  k  God'i  ianfi^fying  asdCi^aratlf^  this 
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i^y  i>y  ^  Ircc^  coo^D^od  and  iaftnutioQ  for  his  iervid^ ;  fi>  tlvtf 
i|j{M:ofaiie  tbUtiaiCi  i|^  (qfiq  againft  ^  expt'cfs  diyine  comipaad. 

SL  ^^  Wlm  u  the  chlrd  reafoQ  annexed  to  this  oolI^&aod  ? 

A.'  The  third  r^afon  ii  God's  own  example,  who  rcfled  ikip 
k^a^th  da}  hoqk  all  bil  works*  9od  bljefled  this  day,  by  viitae 
9f  which  bleffiq^  we  arc  eocovraxcd  to  (aoQifj  it. 
.  Q .  1 1 .  Is  it  pot  eooHgl)  to  tsJxAlty  this  day  in  onr  own  perlboi  ? 

A.   No  f  ^  Gqd  bath  pot  any  iinder  oor  aoilprity,  their 
j^rpfiViiiig  the  Sabbath  will  becon^e  pnr  fiq,  thokigh  we  be  n^vor 
fo  l\Ti(k  in  tbcf  obierTatioii  of  it  ourlclveS. 
.    (|>^  12.   Maf  we  continue  oor  civil  esiplqyipaits  to  the  )aft 
lliomei^t  of  oar  comalon  time  ?  . 

A.  Except  neceiTity  or  mercy  urge  tir,  w^  oaght  to  break  o^ 
before^  aiid  allow  Tome  titne  to  prepare  for  the  Sabbath,  Luke 
i|sili.  54.  404  ^bat  day  w^s  tbe  preparation,  and  the  i^bbath 
4re  y  on. 

C^  13;  What  i^  tbe  fyd  inference  ftom  bettce  f 

A,  Th^t  v^i^  bave  all  g^ei^t  c^nfe  to  be  hnmbled  foi*  obr  $ab- 
Wb  traafgreiltiotisy   eitber  in  odt  nnpreps^ednels  for  it,  aof 
^Dt  of  delij^t  abd  f^nritoality  in  it,  or  the  dne  gofe^iubeAt  o^ 
fm  faibilies  as  Qod  reqaires* 
.    ^14^  What  is Jhe  iecood  inference  firomhencfc  ? 

A.  That,  Chriflians  on  the  Sabbach-cUy  have  t  fair  Oceafioil 
Hci  beip  to  realise  to  th^mfeWes  the  heavenly  ftate,  ia  which 
thoy  are  to  lite  aJ3^rai£k  frotn  the  worlds  and  God  ift  to  be  4II 
.in  all  to  thcni. 

d/  the  J^h  tlofrmdnS/neHf. 

t}QeA.  d^>  XtTHi^h  is  the  fifth  command^eni ) 

^^     A*  7U  fifth  tmnuminmt  is^  Ji^Monour  th/ 
/aiber  an^  thy  w^heft  that,  thy  days  may  h^  (img  in  thp  land 
JUfhkh  the  f^ord.thy  GpJgiveth  thee.2 
.    fiuebk  6a.  Vjl^hat  is  required  in  the  fifth  commandinent  ? 

A.  the  jifth  comm4ndment  t^quiMh  the  prefetuing  the  ho^otftt, 
pfJferfcfming  the  duties  belonging  to  every  ene  in  thtir  /eperat 
places  and  telatiens^  as  Juptrijors^^  inferiors^  or  eijuaJs^ 

Qneft,  65* .  Wb4t  is  forbidden'  in  the  fifth  commandinent  i 

A.  Tbe£fth  epm/haridlmnt  fcrbidietb  the  negUEIing  of,  or 
•J^  any  tmni^  againjl  the  hormr  and  duty  which  behngetb  tfi 
eyery  one  in  their  /eveiral  places  and  relations. 

9j;eft.  t6.  What  is  the  t^x^  annexed  to  the  fifth  coaQnanj-* 
toeni? 

A.  The  reafon  annexed  te  the  fifth  commandment  is,^apsGndfa 
Vol.  yi:t  1 
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if  Iimg  life  and  profperity  (as  far  as  it  Jball  ferve  for  Cod^i' 

glory  and  their  own  g^J  to  all  /uch  as  keep  this  commandment*' 

(^  I.  What  relatives  are  dire^Uy  aod  more  efpecialiy  coa- 
ceroed  in  this  fifth  comipaadmeiit  ? 

A.  All  foperiors  and  iaferiors  are  coocerDed  in  it ;  efpeciall5^« 
( I.)  Political  fathers^  and  ^hetr  children ;  that  is,  kings  and  fub* 
je^s ;  Mark  xi.  lo.  Biefl^d  be  the  kingdom  of  our  father  Da" 
Vid,  isc.  (2.)  Spiritaal  fathers,  and  their  children ;  that  is» 
fdhiifters,  and  their  people ;  i  Cor.  iv.  1 5.  For  though  yon  hav6 
ten  thonfand  inllro^ors  in  Chrift»  yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers* 
for  in  Chrtft'  Jefns  I  have  begotten  yon  through  the  gofpd. 
.  (3.)  Natural  parents,  and  their  children ;  Eph.  vi.  i.  Chi]dreif« 
obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord.  (4.)  All  civil  fuperiors  and 
inferiors,  as  hufbands  and  wives,  matters  and  fervants ;  £ph.  v* 
22.  Wives,  fobmi^  yourfelves  unto  your  own  huibands»  as  ua- 
to  the  Lsrd.  .  And  £ph.  vi.  ;.  Servants,  be  obedient  to  them 
that  are  your  mailers  according  to  the  fleCh,  ifc^ 

Q^  2.  What  is  the  duty  of  political  fathers,  or  magiflrates^ 
^ .  to  their  p6litical  children,  or  fubjefts  ?  , . 

A.  It  is  to  rule  and  govern  the  people  oyer  whom  God  hath 
fet  them  with  wifdom ;  2  Cbron.  i.  10^  Give  me  now  wifdood 
and  knowledge,  that  I  may  go  out  and  come  in.  before  this  peo^ 
pie.  Juftice  ;  2  Chron.  xix.  5,  6,  7.  And  he  fet  judges  in  the 
Jabd,  throughout  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  city  by  city'. 
And  he  faid  to  the  judges,  take  heed  what  ye  do ;  for  ye  judge 
sot  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord^  who  is  with  you  in  the  judges 
ment.  Wherefore  now,  let  the  fear  of  the  Lord  b^  upon  yoi>» 
take  heed,  and  doit,  drc  And  piety ;  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3.-^ — Be 
that  ruletbover  men  mud  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  Go^. 
.Carefully  providing  for  their  ibuls  in  every  place  of  their  domi- 
nion ;  2  Chron.  xvih  9.  And  they  taught  in  Judah,  aod  had 
thp  bookof  the  law  of  the  Lord  with  ihem,  and  went  about 
throughout  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  taught  the  people.  And 
.  iFor  their  common  outward  peace  add  fafety  ;  2  Chron.  xvii.  1 2. 
Anc)  Jehoihaphai  waxed  great  exceedingly,  and  be  built  in  Jti- 
dah  caftles  and  cities  of  note. 

Q^  3.  What  are  the  duties  of  fubjefts  to  their  rulers  ? 

A.  It  is  to  pray  for  them ;  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2. 1  exhort  therefor^ 
that  firfi:  of  all  ntpplicatlons,  prayers,  intercefEons,  and  giving 
0f  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men  :  For  kings,  and  for  all  that  arts 
in  authority,  dr.  To  honour  them  ;  r  Per.  ii.'  47 — ^Fear 
God,  honour  the  king.  To  obey  their  juft  laws ;  Rom.  xiS. 
1.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeA.unto  the  higher  p€iwer&,  .itc  And 
tg  ^ay  tbcm  ^«  Uibute  ih^i  is  dtts  lO  them  i  Horn.  siii.  7. 
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^gidei:  ihefefore  to  all  tbei?  dues,  tribot^  to  whom  ^i^te  is 
jjoe,  oi^om  to  whom  cufioniy  ifc, 

<i^  4*  W^at  are  the  duties  of  mioifters  to  their  people  I 

A,  Their  doty  is,  ( i .)  To  feed  their  flock  cooftaotly  with 
whol^fome  food ;  ^  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  Preach  the  word,  be  ioftaot  ia 
feaibo,  and  out  of  (eafon ;  rebuke,  reprove,  esdiort,  with  all 
toQg-fuf&riog  and  dodhiue.  (2.)  To  be  full  of  bowels  of  tear 
der  affeJElioa  to  them;  1  ThcfT  ii.  7»  t{.  But  we  were  gentle 
amoQg  TCNI9  even  as  a  nurfe  qheri(heth  her  children :  So  being 
a&fiionately  defirons  of  yon,  we  were  willing  to  have  impart* 
cd  unto  you,  not  the  goipel  of  God  only,  but  alfo  our  owa 
fools,  becadfe  ye  were  dear  ^nto  os^  (3.)  To  pray  for  them, 
Eph*  i.  15,  16.  Wherefore  i  alfo,  after  I  heard  of  your  faith  ia 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  love  UQto  all  the  (kints,  ceafe  not  to  give 
ihanKs  for  yon,  makipg  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers.  (4.) 
To  wal^  aver  them;  ^i  Pet.  v.  2.  Feed  the  flock. of  God  which 
'  is  among  you,  ukipg  the  overfight  thereof,  not  by  conftraint, 
but  wUiin^y,  ifc.  And,  (5.)  To  walk  as  ;in  example  of  god-» 
.^oefs  before  them ;  Tit.  ii.  7.  In  all  thipgs  (hewing  tfayfelf  t 
pattern  of  good  works,  ifc.  All  which  duties  require  iheir 
refidence  among  them ;  i  Pet,  v.  a.  Feed  the  flock  of  Cod 
which  is  among  you^  &<• 
.    Q^  5.  What  are  the  people's  dqties  towards  their  miniAers  i 

A.  Their  duty  is,  (i.)  To  efteem  s^nd  love  theqi  dearly  for 
their  work's  fal^e;  1  TheJdl  v.  12,  13.  And  we  bekech  you, 
brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour  among  you,  and  are  o- 
ver  you  in  the  Liord,  and  admoniih  yon ;  and  to  efteem  them 
very  highly  in  lov^e  for  their  work's  fake,  (?.)  Tq  attend  oa 
the  word  preached  hy  them,  as  the  word  of  God  s  i  Thtfl*.  ii^ 
1  j*  For  this  canfe  alfo  thank  we  God  without  ceafing,  becgnfe 
when  ye  received  the  word  of  God,  which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye 
.deceived  it  not  as  the  word  of  men,  but  .(as  it  is  in  truth)  the 
word  of  God.  (3.)  To  pray  for  them,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their 
laboors;  Hcb.  xiii^  1$.  Pray  for  us,  drc.  (4.)  Not  to  receive 
light  and  malicious  reports  againft  them ;  i  Tim.  v«  19*  Againfl: 
an  elder  receive  not  an  accuiation,  but  before  two  or  three  wtt-^ 
nefTes.  (5.)  To  make  a  competent,  and  comfortable  provi-^ 
.  vifion  for  them";  Gal.  vi.  6»  Let  him,  that  is  taught  in  the  word* 
coinmonicate  unto  him  that  teacheth,  ia  all  good  things. 

Q^  6.  What  are  the  duties  of  natural  parents  to  cheir  children? 

A.  It  is  their  dot^,  (1.)  To  be  tenderly,  t)ut  not  fondly  af- 
fedtooate  to,  and  tender  over  then) ;  Ifa.  xlix.  151  Can  a  wo- 
IBdQ  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  ihe  (hould  not  have  compar- 
^  \  % 


lion  oa  the  fefi  of  1^^  womb  ?    (i.)  To  educate  theih  for ^6^  S 
Eph.  v|.  4*  And  je  hthersi  provoke  hot  your  c^ildreo  to  %ratl^ 
bnt  bring  them  np  in  the  ourtore  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
^3.)  To  reftrain  their  finsi  by  cerre£Hob  ;  f  roy.  xxix.  15.  The 
rod  and  reproof  give  wifdom,  but  a  cUiid  left  to  himfelf,  'bring- 
tth  ^18  qother  Xo  fhkme.     (4.)  To  provide  for  Aelr  nvelihood  ^ 
I  Tim.  V.  8.  But  if  any  provide  not  forhiso<Rm,  And  efp^ecidlly 
for  tfaofe  of  bis  own  hoare»  he  hath  denied  (bk  feicb,  iia,A  H 
5#orfe  than  an  infidel.    {$.)  To  pray  d^ily  fdr  thfem ;  JSb  i.  5; 
And  It  wasfoy  whtn  the  days  of  their  fealKtrg  Wferegefneabbtrt; 
that  Jobfeot  and  fanftified  theoi,  and  rofe  up  early  in  ArieipbjroV 
4Dg,  ando^Tered  biirnt-ofleringdk  according  to  tb6  huinber  df 
%em  all :  for  j|6b  {kid»  It  may  be  that  my  fonis  h^e  finbed^  ia^ 
icurfed  God  in  their  hearts :    Thus  'did  Job  conttnoany.     (j6.). 
To  encourage  them  with  endeiaring  language  m  the  way  of  godr 
finds ;   ProV.  n-jpxS.  i,  2,  3.  The  words  '^  king  l^emifclt  th<i 
prophecy  that  his  mother  taught  him.    What,  my  iba  i  'and 
'wblat  the  fod  of  my  wonab ?   and  what  the  fon.of  my  vows? 
<piVe  not  i!hy  ftrength  u^to  wofl[ien»  nor  thy  viays  to  that  Which 
*^eftro5^eth  kings.  * 

<^  7.  What  are  the  dqt^  of  c^lldre^  to  p^iienrs  I 
A.  Their  duty  is,  (i.)  To  obey  th^m*  only  in  the  tor*; 
%ph.  vi.  i.  CbildreW/obey  yaur  parents  in  the  tord.  {2*)  Ta 
Reverence  and  honour  them;  Lev.  ipx.  3.  Ye  (hall f^every 
Iptian  his  mother  and  ^is  father^  ifc.  (3.)  To  fubmit  to'thet 
reproofs  and  correfltons ;  ^eb..  xii.  ^.  Fur'thermdre,  we  faraVei 
4)ad  fathers  of  our  fleihy  ^hich  correded  os,  and  we  gave  thedi 
*rcvcrencc»  (4.)  To  provide  for  them,  if  th^  be  poor  and  ineedy, 
toid  w^  have  ability ;  Gen.  %lvii.  li.  And  Jofeph  iiourt(hed  his 
father  and  his  brethrep,  a^nd  ail  bisYaiha'9  booihold,  with  treiad» 
according  to  ibetf  families. 

<^  8.  What  (hall  children  do,  when  parents  abuFe  their  au- 
thority, by  forbiddrng  duty,  or  commanding  fin  2 

A.  In  fuch  cafes  children  are  to  obey  God,  rather  Aran  theh: 
parents;  AAsiy.  19.  Qut^eterand  John  aofwered^  and  faM 
tnto  them,  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  fi£tbt  6t  God,  to  hrark- 
en  nhto  vou,  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye.  But  yet  to  ma« 
iiage  their  refufals  of  obedieiice  With  all  meekneft  and  hami- 
lity-  ' 

c^  9.  What  IS  the  firft  duty  of>  btifbands  to  Acir  wWes  .> 
ji.   The  firil  duty,  on  which  all  biEber  duties  depend,  is  co.- 
jhabltation  with  tbeib;    1  Pet.  111.7.   Likewife  ye  bafbanda^ 
dwell  with  them,  accordmg  to  knowledge,  6r.     And  iiothn:^ 
^  inflik^  this  duty  yoidj  bot  t  hvf{\^  divorce  for  adnlce^j  i^ 


AnS^^Jiiion  if  fh  JJJmlfy's  Gtiechijfki  <^ 

iktlt).  ▼.  ^i»  3i/*^Biit  I  fay  tinto  yo«.  That  whoroever  fhol 
but  4{wi37  b!s  w^ift,  fevmg  for  the  cftufe  of  fornicatioo,  catifetlr 
WiocaAidiitadattery,  ^. 

ct:  ID.  What  is  the  hofbaad's  fecood  dtity  to  bis  .wife  t 
A.  Troip  alDfl  hearty  laVe  to  JTool  and  tody;  ^ph.  v.  15, 
fiufbatids*  lOYfc  yoor  wives,  eveo  as  Chrift  alfo  loved  the  church. 
M  |[ate  faiiBfTelf  fer  tt.  £?ideocitfg  itfelf  in  carefal  proHtkfk 
for  theiH";  1  Coir,  Vii.  33.  Btft  he  that  is  married,  carethfoTthte 
^kibgs  df  th6  world,  hOw  he  may  pkafe  his  wife.  BtH  ^pe^ 
<\sA\f  to  thdr  kmh,  in  wfociDg  ifhetti  to  Chrift  ;  1  Cor.  vii.  i($. 
«M)r,  hbW^aoWeftthon,  O  mao,  Whether  thoo  ftiall&ve  tbjr 
^ft  ?  And  building  them  up  in  Chrift;  1  Pet.  iii.  7.  ]$.i)ce-  . 
^ffe  fc  fauft)aQd8»  dweil  With  them  tecordin^  to  knowledge; 

E"  ing  honour  tmtb  'the  #ife,  as  unto  the  weaker  vcflel,  and  at 
og  heirs  together  of  the 'grace  of  life*  that  your  prayers  bto' 
nothiodered. 
<t^  1 1.  What  are  fhb  dtties  of  wives  to  their  hnftnnds  ? 
A-    It  h  their  duty,    (1.)  To  be  in  fubjeAion  to  their  oWh 
hosbands  ;  Epb  v.  22,  23.  Wiveis,  fubmit  yourfelves  unto  yonr 
own  husbands,  as  unto  die  Lord  ;  For  the  husband  is  the  head 
-of  the  wife^  even  as  Chrift  is  tlie  head  of  the  church.     (2.).  Td ' 
revereacle  fhem ;   Eph.  ?.  33**^And  the  wife  fee  that  fiie  i«ft- 
reoce  her  husband.    (3.)  To  exprefs  their  reverence  in  fuitablc 
words  and  aftions  ;    1  Pet.  iti.  '6.  Even  as  Sarah  obeyed  Abra* 
ham,   calling  him  Lord,   6r.     (4.)   To  be  faithful  to  tbeiti^; 
^fov.  xx^i.  12.  She  will  do  bsm  ^ood,  and  not  evil,  all  the 
days  of  her  life.     (5.)  To  adorn  their  relation  with  meekoeft, 
aod  quietnefs  of  fpirit;    i  Pet.  iii.  4.  But  let  it  be  the  hidden 
^man  of  ifee  ^art,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the  or* 
Dament  of  a  meek  aAd  quiet  ipifit,  wbkb  is  in  (be  fighf  of  Geit 
of  ,great  price.  .    -.     "      * 

(U  ii.  What  arc  the  duties  of  fervants  to  their  maftert  i 
^.  It  is  their  duty,  (i.)  To  be  faithful  in  all  things  commit* 
ted  to  their  charge ;    Tit.  ii.  10.  Not  purloining,  but  ibewidg 
all  good  fidelity,  &c.     (2.)  Te  honour  thetii  in  all  refpcAfnl 
words  and  carriages ;   i  Tim.  vi.  j .  Let  as  many  fervants'as  aae 
'under  the  yoke,  count  thdr  owo  mafters  worthy  of  aHihodoor, 
6e.    (5,)  To  bear  patkntly  their  rebukes;    1  Pet.  ii.  iB,  ijpw 
^crvaots,  be  fabjeft  to  your  mafters  with  all  fca[r ;    not  only  rp 
the  good  and  gentle^  but  alfo  to  the  froward.  For  this  is  thank- 
worthy, if  a  man  for  confcience  toward  God  endure  grief,  fbf- 
fering  wrongfully. 
^13.  What  is  the  firft  duty  of  mafters  to  their  fervants  ^ 
^;  Their  .firfi  datf  Is  to  rule  over  them  with  ^ntleiMis,  and 


pot  with  terror  and  rigoor ;  Epb.  ▼!.  y.  Aod  ye  xaSxx%^  <fe. 
the  fame  tbio^  ooto  them»  forbeariog  threateoiog ;  Kiiowi^ 
Ibac  yoor  Mafter  aifo  U  in  heaven,  neither  is  there  lefpeft  of 
perfoDs  with  hiip.  . 
Q;  14.  Wt^^t  is  the  fecood  doty  of  msfters  to  t^eW  <er?j|iits  \ 
A*  To  pay  them  their  wages  folly,  and  without  delay ;  Dent 
xiiv.  14,  i5«  Thoa  (bait  not  oppreis  an  hired  fervaot  that  i| 
foor  and  needy,  whether  he  be  of  thy  brethren »  or  of  thy 
Grangers  that  are  in  ,thy  land  within  thy  gates.  At  his  day  thoa 
(halt  give  him  bis  hire,  neither  (hall  the  fun  go  down  upon  it, 
lor  he  is  poor,  and  fetteth  his  heart  upo^  it ;  left  he  cry  againA 
thee  onto  the  Lord,  and  it  be  (in  nnto  thee.  hsA  to  provide 
food  for  them  convenient;  Prov.  xxvii.  27.  And  ibon  (bait 
have  goats-milk  enough  for  thy  food,  for  the  food  of  thy  hoof* 
bold,  and  for  maintenance  for  thy  maideps. 

<^  1 5.  What  is  the  third  daty  of  matters  to  their  fervants  I 
A.  The  third  and  principal  duty  is,  to  ei^nge  them  as  nMich 
.as  in  them  lies,  to  the  ways  of  God,  and  duties  of  religion,  as 
Abraham  did  ;  Gen.  xviii.  19.  For  I  know  him,  thathewi|| 
command  his  children,  and  his  houflibid  after  him,  and  they 
ftall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  <^«  And  Jo(hua,  Jo(h.  xtjl\^ 
,  1 5.-^Bnt  as  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will  fer?e  the  Liord. 

Of  tig  fvxth  Commandmeni^  \ 

;Qucft.  67.  TT  THich  is  the  fixth  commandment  * 

YY    A.  The Jixti  commandment  is,  inou/baJ^ 
mikilL^ 

Qneit.  6S.  What  is  required  in  the  fixth  commandment  f 

A.  Thi  ftxth  ammandmeni  requiiteth  all  Uhd/uI  endeavours  /a 
frefetoe  our  own  hfe^  and  the  bje  of  others. 

Queft.  69.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fixth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fixth  commandment  forbiddeth  the  taking  away  o/our 
9wn  Hfe^  or  the  lije  of  our  neighbour  unjuftfy,  or  whatfoever  tend- 
0th  thereunto. 

<^.  I .  What  is  the  natural  ordor  of  thefe  commandments  in 
the  fecond  table  ? 

A.  In  thefe  commands  God  begins  with  the  neareft  concern 
of  man,  which  is  life  ;  job  ii.  4.— Skin  for  skin,  yea,  all  that 
a  man  hath,  will  he  give  for  his  Kfe.  Next  to  that,  his  com* 
mand  guards  his  neareft  relative,  from  whom  the  bed  outward 
comfoct  is  torife,  bis  wife;  Mark  x.  8.  And  they  twain  fiiall 
be  one  flcfti,  ite.  After  that  his  good  name, .  which  is  vcj;y 
precious  to  htm  ;  Eccl.  vii.  i.  A  good  name  is  better  than  pre> 
ciotts  oimment.    And  then  bis  g<^s,  which  fupport  hi^  (ife  1 


M  Ex'p&fuich  ff  thi  ApmUfi  t$inhifku  ^t 

I  Uni.  I.  For  behold^  the  Lori,  ihe  Lord  of  bofls,  doA  ndce 
\  atfs;  from  Jerafaleoiy  and  from  Jadah,  the  ftay  aod  the  AalF^ 
the  whole  ftay  of  bread,,  and  the  whole  ftay  of  water. 

t^  2.  How  far  doth  this  oommaodmeot  extend  itielf  ? 

i.  It  prohibits  all  croeltj,  and  commands  all  help,  care,  and 
I  ]dty,  To  £ar  as  mens  hearts  and  hands  can  go,  for  the  relief 
aod  preiervation  of  others ;  P(alm  otix.  96.— *BQt  thy  com« 
fflaadment  is  exceeding  broad 

Q^  3.  Poth  thb  command  refpeA  only  the  outward  aftion, 
or  dfo  the  inward  paf&on  of  the  loul  ? 

i.  It  refpeAs  aiid  bridles  the  inward  paflSon  of  the  feol,  as 
irdl  as  dutward  aftions ;  as  hatred,  1  John  iii.  15.  Whofeefcr 
batedi  his  brother,  is  a  morderer,  be.  And  canfelels  anger  v 
Matth.  ▼•  X2.  Bisc  I  (ay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  is  angry  with 
his  brothor  without  a  canfe,  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the  jodg* 
ttent,  dr. 

%,  4.  Doth  this  command  only  refpeft  the  lives  of  others  ^ 

a.  No ;  it  primarily  refpe^ls  onr  own  lives,  and  forbids  qt 
id!  things  that  tend  to  the  (hortening  and  min  of  them  ;  Eph. 
t/2(;.  For  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flcfii,  bat  nomUherh^ 
ud  cfacriOieth  it,  even  as  the  Lord  doth  the  chnrch. 

(^  5*  How  many  ways  may  men  fin  againft  this  command^ 
with  refpeA  to  their  own  lives  \ 

A.  A  man  finneth  againft  his  own  life,  not  only  by  deflroying 
himfelf,  as  the  jailor  wonid  have  done ;  AAsxvi.  27.  And  the 
keeper  of  the  prifon  awaking  oat  of  his  fleep,  and  leeing  the 
jprifon-doors  open,  he  drew  out  his  fword,  and  would  have 
killed  himfell;^  fappofing  that  the  prifoners  had  been  fled ;  but 
byrefofingfood  or  phyfic  to  prcferve  life,  or  macerating  oar 

bodies  with  exceffive  forrows ;   %  Cor.  vii.  10. Bat  the  lbr» 

row  of  the  world  worketh  death.  Or  envy  at  others  felicity ; 
Prov.  xiv.  30.— But  envy,  the  rottennefs  of  the  bones. 

q..  6.  How  are  men  guilty  of  murder  with  refpeA  to  others  \ 

A.  Murder,  with  refpe^t  to  others^  may  be  either  with  rela« 
tion  to  their  bodies;  Numb.  xxxv.  30.  Wboib  killeth  any  per- 
foo,  the  murderer  (hall  be  put  to  death,  be.  Or  to  their  Ibols^ 
which  is  the  moft  heinous  murder  in  the  world  \  Ezek.  iii.  18. 
When  I  (ay  unto  the  wicked,  Thou  (halt  furely  die,  and  thou 
giveft  him  not  warning,  nor  fpeakeft  to  warn  the  wicked  from 
bis  wicked  way  to  fave  his  life  :  the  fame  wicked  man  (hall  die 
ia  his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.- 

(^7.  is  all  defif ufiioo  o£  another's  life  murder  in  the  ac« 
count  of  God  ? 
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A.  V6 ;  it  is  ooCy  if  the  life  of  a  pcrfoQ  be  Ul^eii  i^r^y  \fi  thf 
cmuKt  of  judice  ;  Geo.  ix.  6.  Whofo  (heddeth  ipsiD'^  bioo4, 
by  man  (hall  his  blood  be  (hed.  Or,  in  9  iaft  at}d  oeceflar^f 
war;  jQdges.v»  23.  Cocfe  y«.  Meroz,  (faid.  the  ang^l  of  the 
Lord)  cmfe  ye  bitterly  the  tohabltaots  thereof ;  l>c<:au{e  ihey 
camq  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord»  to  the  help  of  the  l#>rd  «- 
g^iaft  thjc  migbty.  Qr  by  pare  ficddeot;  Deut.  }(i%.  5.  A| 
when  a  man  goeth  into  the  wood  with  his  neigbbpcir  10  hcyt 
wood,  and  ki$  haod  fetcheth  a  ftroke  with  the  fxe  to  cut  dqwa 
the  tree»  and  the  head  flippeth  from  the  helvei  ai^d  iight^th  op* 
DO  bis  neighboar  that  he  die,  h^  (hall  flee  unto  one  of  thofe  d- 
lies,  and  live.  Or  in  felf-defencc ;  Ei^od.  xxii.  a.  If  a  thief  te 
found  breaking  qp,  and  be  fmttten  that  he  die,  therf  fli^U  n^ 
blood  be  (hed  for  him. 

U^  $.  Is  there  np  oth^  way  of  breaking  tbis  <;oa9ai9nd  ? 

A*  Yes,  there  is :  Innocents  may  be  mardered  qiider  t^ 
forms  ^ad  iblemniiies  both  of  jaflice  and  religipn«  So  Nabpth 
m^%  murdered  by  Jezebel;  f  Kings  xjci.  12,  iji  Tfaey  pro- 
claimed a  faft,  and  kt  Naboth  oq  high  among  the  pieopk)«  Atk4 
fthere  civofi  in  two  pien,  children  of  B^lUl,  ajld  fat  befpre  bini  s 
And  the  men  of  Belial  witn^fTed  agaioft  him<  even  agatpQ  Ha- 
bothi  In  ilm  prefence  c^  the  people,  fayiQg,  Naboth  <|kl  blaf- 
pheme  God  and  the  king.  Then  tliey  c^irried  him  forth  oat  o^ 
the  cicy,  and  Ikwed  him  wlih  (lopes  that  he  died.  Apd,  the 
martyrs  by  bloody  PapKls*  And  this  ftrengiy  proves  a  dfiy  ojF 
judgment;  EccUiii.  16,  17.  And  moreover.  I  fa^  vo^er  th|) 
^nn  the  place  of  jqdgment,  that  wickednefs  was  there,  and  t\ip 
|)lace  of  righreouibefs,  that  iniq.nity  was  there.  I  faid  in  foskhkf 
heart,  God  (hall  jgdge  the  righteoiis  and  the  wicked :  Fcgf 
Jthere  is  a  time  there  for  every  p^rpofe,^  and  for  every  work. 

<^  9*  Are  duels  forbidden  in  this  coounandment  i 

A.  Yes»  they  are  ;  for  whatever  point  of  honour  be  toudbe^ 
t)r  whatever  provocation  be  given,  we  are  not  tP  bfoiir  ^wa 
avengers.;  ^Rom.  xii.  19.  Pearly  beloTed>  awpgc  w*  yo«rf- 
felves,  ebf. 

Q;  10.   What  is  the  firft  iaferenec  hence  ? 

A,  That  we  have  great  canJie  to  bicfs  God  for  his  proteis 
Aing  law,  and  for  human  laws  grounded  upon  his  law  for  ^ 
^oteAiooof  our  lives;  Rom.  xiii.  4.-— -r^-For  bcf  is  the inicufter 
pf  God,  a  revenger  to  execme  wrath  upon  bim  that  dot|i 
evil.;        •  •      ^ 

•    0^  ir.  What  is  the  fecood  influence  henqe  ? 

A.  That  all  that  are  gnilty  of  ^is  fin,  have  «tdt  i^pfe  to  be 
humbled  and  affllAed :  For  it  is  a  crying  fin,  Geo*  iv.  ^o. ^ 


the  Vdce  of  tby  brother's  blood  crieth  i»mo  m%  'froitt  'the 
grottid^  Vet  Dot  (o  dcfpair  of  mercf  upoa  irme  r^^ntaace* 
itfjteiftflgh  •filed  iQlioceBt  tdood,  and  jet  was  ^^rdonedt  iipqa  f 6- 
|ieiiUBce ;  z  KiDgs  md;  16^  Moreover,  jilapaileb  ^hed  ioaooooc 
Uood'^sry  wich,  itiU  behadgUicd  Jerofidem  frottioneifodiio 
'  iMorhor,  ^q^ 

'^  i2i  W;faat  iS'lheihird  iflfeieaoe  hetice  ? 
jL.  /LetaUnea  watch  againilpcide,  paffioQ,  ikulieej  .aiid.it»- 
^eoge,  the  fin  df  die  hearty  ftoiii  i«ihl<!b  this  horrid  fm  vpn» 
coeds  ;  Mattht  »i  i4t,  i9.-p^ar-otit  of  ibc  iicarc  proceodrcndl 
thonf^es,  AQcdors,  hc» 

Of  the  feventh  iSmniandfhehi. 

Qoeftk  70.  XXT^^^^  '^  thefeveorih  commwit^nti 

fUticammitadutery. 
Qgeft. 7i«  What isreqvired  ta  khe isvfSQth  cwiiiHitidm^it)^ 
^A.    7fe  Jkdxntb  jfo^tmamknentreguif^h  tie  p^^Hfvaiim  .>|^ 

0ttr  011;^  and  9Ur  fuiglrhuris  chqftify  in  kt^art^Jpctcji^  4tnd  [bfh^ 

^Queft.  724  What  is  forbidden  in  ;tbe  feventh  cpmfiiaiidnwt  > 
A«  TAg  >fiv0nibcMnm»ndmmt/Qrkidd$ib  ^:$uic^(^ 
IMrdtt  ^AHdanUns. 

<^  t«  What  is  thfcdoty  reqidrcd  blhisiCDnmaadiiii^ot  ^ 
A.  The  fir(tdutyrec)Qired  in  Ihisf011ima9d1nafic.il,  i!|^t^ptt• 
Kep^alioD  d[  ^or  o,wa.Ghaftiiy.  ia  heart*  lips,  4ad  lifej  t  Tl^k 
m,  3,4.  !Forthis:is  the  .wiUjtfCfod^fCVfli  your  i^ftUi(:9:U9f* 
ttbat .pe  ^fliDold  abftab  fKMttforoicatkm.  lihat  ,e?ery  Qiie  ^f  jfyi 
.fiuoaUiknow  howitapdiTefsbis  vefTel  iafaoQlfiaiUQ^  ^  i)i0- 
.Boar.  Aad  Epfa.  iv.  ^9-  J««t  jko.comipt  coflwuoiaation  (pro* 
i«mI  Mit/of  yourfliOQCbt  he. 

j^'2.  Wbymuft/weprciisKTeoiir  owQ'Cbafticy} 
A.  Becaofe  ounbodies  ase,  or  ougbt  10  be  the  iediples  of  t^ 
4u)ly  Ghofi  ;  1  Cor.  ^i*  1.5,  19*  KooMr  ye  Dot^  ibat  yoar  h^dlfs 
are  the  members  of  Cfatift  ?   •  Shall  I  tbeo  take  the  members  pf 
Chridt  and  make  tbem  the  meaabers  of  an  barbt  ?    Gctd^for- 
:>BU.  ^  What,  knoMT  jye)not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  pf  the 
•ffaoly  GluJft»  |iKhi^b<isin  you,  which  y«  bate  of  God,  ipid  ,ire 
^reiaot  «.yoBr/  oMirnf    And  it  is  the  f  xprcfs  ^charge  of  Qodahat 
they  be  kept  pore  and  clean ;    t  Theflt  iv«  3, 4.  For  thU.is^t^c 
tvUl  of  God,  eveii  yoor  ian£tification,  that  lye  (boold  ^bA^i^ 
ittfBi  ferflltalioBt    'i^bas  ercty  one  of  ,yott  (bpnld  kaow  1)^  to 
ipoOeis  his  yellalJn  iaiiAificatioD.and.hoaoar« 
Vofc.  VUI.  H 
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.    <L  3'  What  is  the  fecood  reaioD  ? 

A.  The  fecood  reaibo  is,  becaufc  x>f  the  t^'A  of  it  to  oorielves : 
As,  (i.)  It  injures  the  body ;  i  Cor.  vi«  18.  He  that  comintcteth 
foroicatioD,  fuioeth  againA  his  own  body.  (2.)  It  levekiis 
with  the  Heathen  ;  £ph.  iv.  17,  19.  This  I  fay  therefore,  and 
teftify  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  henceforth  walk  not  as  other  Gear 
tiles  walk, — who  being  paft  feeling,  have  given  thenfelves  over 
onto  lafcivionfnefs,  to  work  all  uncleanneis  with  greedinefs.  (3.) 
Difiionoars  our  names  ;  Prov.  vi.  32,  33.  But  whofo  commie- 
teth  adultery  with  a  woman, — a  wound  and  di(honoar  (hall  he 
get,  6c.  (4.)  Scattersoureflates;  Prov.  v.  10.  Led  ftrangers 
be  filled  with  thy  wealth,  and  thy  labours  be  in  the  houfe  of 
ftrangers.  (5.)  Deftroyeth  the  foul;  Prov.  vi,  32, — He  that 
doth  it,  deftroyeth  his  own  louK 

<^  4.  What  age  is  moft  incident  to  this  fin  ? 

A.  The  youthful  age  is  mofi  apt  to  be  drawn  into  this  fin ; 
Prov,  vit.  7.  And  behold  among  the  fimple  ones,  I  difcemed 
among-  the  youths,  a  young  man  void  of  underfianding.  And 
2  Tim.  ii..22.  Flee  alfo  youthful  lufts,  6'c. 

<^  5.  How  far  doth  this  command  extend  itfelf  ? 
'  A.  it  extends  itfelf  to  the  heart,  mind,  and  fancy,  as  well 
t^  to  the  body^  and  external  jidVions ;    Matth.  v.  28.  But  I  fay 
unto  you,  that  whofoever  looketh  on  a  womad,  to  luft  after  her, 
hath  committed'adultery  with  her  already  in  his  heart. 

<^  6.  What  are  the  ufual  inducements  to  this  fin  ? 

A'.  The  ofual  inducements  to  this  fin  are,  ( 1 .)  Idlenefs  and 
fninefe  of  the  creatures ;  Ez€k.  xvi'.  49,  50.  Behold,  this  was 
the  iniquity  of  thy  fifler  Sodom  ;  pride,  fulneisof  bread,  and 
nbundance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her,  and  in-  her  daughters,  tfc. 
(2«)  Wanton  geftures  ;  Ifa.iii.  id.  Moreover,  the  Lord  faith, 
Becaufe  the  daughters  of  Zioo  are  haughty,  and  walk  with 
firetched  forth  necks,  aiu)  wanton  eyes,  walking,  and  mincing 
as  they  go,  and  making  a  tinkling  with  their  feet.  (3.)  Filthy 
communication  ;  Eph.  v.  4.  Neither  fiithinefs,  nor  foolifii 
talking,  nor  jcfiing,  which  are  not  convenient,  ifc^ 

(^7.  What  i^  the  firft  remedy  againft  this  fin  } 

A.  The  firft  remedy,  and  the  moft  efit6lual,  is,  to  get  the 
Spirit  of  God  within  us,  to  fanfVify  and  rule  us  ;   Gal.  v.  16. 

Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  fiiall  not  fulfil  the  luOs  of  the 

flefli. 

Qj  8»  What  is  the  fecond  remedy  ? 

A.  The  keeping  of  a  firiA  watch  over  the  heart;  Prov.  iv. 
213.  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  ijc. .  And  over  the  ef  * 
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femal  fiioies ;  Job  xxxi.  i.  I  made  a  covenant  whb*  mioe  eyes ; 
why  then  fhoald  I  think  upon  a  maid  ? 

'<^  9*  What  IS  the  third  remedy  againft  it? 

A.  Deep  and  ferions  oonfideration  of  the  danger  of  this  fin, 
and  what  God  threatens  againft  adulterers ;  Heb.  xiii.  4.—-^ 
Whoremongers  and  adulterers  God  will  judge,  i  Cor.  tL  9, 
lo. — Be  not  deceived,  neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor 
adulterers,  oor  effeminate^ — fhall  hiherit  the  kingdom  of  God« 
And  how  he  deicribes  them,  ^Prov.  xxii.  14.  The  mouth  of  a! 
ftrange  woman  is  a  deep  fit ;  he  that  is  abhorred  pf  the  Lord 
Aall  fall  therein.  , 

<^  f  o.  What  is  the  fourth  remedy  againft  it  ? 

A.  Prayer;'  Pialm  cxix.  37.  Turn  away  mine'  eyes  from  be-^ 
holding  fanity,  ^c*  And,  to  evidence  our  fincerity  in  prayer, 
we  muft  ftndy  to  (hun  all  occafions  of  this  fin ;  Pfalm  xviii.  23* 
I  was  alio  upright  before  him  ;  and  I  kept  myfelf  from  mine 
iniquity. 

(^11*  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  What  caufe  thofe  have  to  blefs  God,  that  have  been  kept 
from  this  Tm ;  though  the  beft  ought  to  be  humbled  for  their 
heart-pollutions. 

Qi  1 2.  What  is  the  fccond  inference  from  hence  ?  ' 

A.  Let  it  warn  parents  to  do  what  in  them  lies  to  prevent 
t}ie  ruin  of  their  children  by  this  (in,  ( f .)  By  filling  their  heads 
and  hands  with  lawful  bufinefs.  (2  }  By  fefious  admonitions 
and  prayers  for  them*  (3.)  By  keeping  them  from  vain  and 
tempting  company.  (4.)  By  difpofing  them  fedbnably  in  fuit* 
able  marriage. 

<^  13.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  Let  thofe  that  are  defiled  with  this  fin  repent,  ferioufly  of 
it,  as  David  did ;  Pfalm  li.  8.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladnefs, 
that  the  bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice.  Aodap^ 
ply  the  blood  of  Chrift  by  faith  ;  for  in  fo  doing,  it  maybe  par- 
doned ;  I  Cor.  vi,  1 1.  And  fach  were  fome  of  you  :  but  ye 
are  wafhed,  but  ye  are  lanAified,  hut  ye  are  juftified  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

Of  the  eighth  Commandment ^ 

Q^eft.  73.  "fXTHich  is  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

^^     A  The  eighth  commandment  is,    [Thou  Jhafi 
mt  fteal.^ 

Qocft.  74.  What  is  required  in  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

A.    The  eighth  commandment  requireth  the  Idvifui  procuring 
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ethers. 
Qoeft.  75.  WhfllibfcfrbhiikDmihe^bibodmms^fseat? 
A.    Tkg  iighik  ^mnmandment  JorbOdnh  iukaifmftr  tfofh^  of 

fu^  U9^uftly;  hinder  <mr  OMm^  at  our  z^igbkwr'i  W^^tii^  ^  ^^ 

Touard  eftate* 

^  f.  Whflitif  pre(bpp<irediatfaUcppMMHidiii|sDt^ 

Aw  It  prcftippofeth  that  God  bath  gwtm  cfer^  n^  ^imfriijBt]^ 

In  bis  eftftte,  nod  ibtt  no  muC%  go«^»  ai«  cwfi^ofk  to  ptlim^. 

cfaccept  bj  bis  oosfeiit  ia  ti«i^  aild  calb  ei^tfsiovdioftry  y  A£k»  & 

44*  And  ifU  that  beUeved  were  together^  and  ba^^att;  tfalngft 

coninioD. 

<(;.  a.  What  n  required  in  this  comfllapdiflcflt  I 

H.  It  requires  of  everY  BOian  diligence  in  » lawMI  eattiiig^  tt[ 

Sit  and  prtierve  an  eftate  for  hti  own  aod  othen  good  y  Vtory 
\u  i«.  He  that  gatheretti  bjIubcMir,  (bail'^ncreafe  $ph.]vi 
a8.--r*Bnt  rs^ther  let  him  iaboor,  workiog  with  his  haode  ib^ 
thing  which  if  gpo^  th^t  be  slay  have  to  give  to  hm  fimX 
needeth* 

q«  3[.  What  ^Ife  is  regnired  in  tbis  epttpandment  i 

A.  It' requires  us  not  only  to  get  and  keep  the  things  o(  th4 
world  ii^  a  kwful  manner,  but  u>  diftribttte  and  cotnmnQica^ 
tbenrto  tbo^  that  are  m  want,  and  not  caft  tbem  into  tempta- 
tions of  fin,  or  inefitabie  ruin ;  Ifa.  l?iii.  lo.  And  i6  tboa  < 
draw  out  ehj  foul  to  the  hungry,  and  fiitisfy  the  aAt^d  fcol  3 
Then;  flmli  thy  light  rife  in  oiblctirity,  and  thy  dari^oefe  be  ai 
the  nopd-day;  i  John  ^i.  17.  9ut  whofo  bath  this  world's 
good,  and  te^th  his  brother  have  need,  and  (hntfetjh  9p  bis 
bowels  of  cdmpaffiDn  from  htm,  h6w  dwelktb  the  to^  ff  €od 
in  him? 

q.  4.  What  elie  ts  required  in  this  commandment  ? 

A.  k  requires  in  every  man  a  public  Tpirlt  lo  procure  aofi  pro* 
ipiote  the  good  and  pro^rity  of  others ;  1  Coti  x.  24.  Let  an, 
pntt'  ieeb  his  own»  but  eyery  d^an  another's  wealdi. 

<t-  5*  Wbat  ^Ife  is  required  in  this  cotnmand  ? 

A.  It  requires  reftttution  of  all  goodjS  unjuftly  gomt^  or  ta- 
ken from  others  ;  J-ey.  vi.  4.  Then  it  fhall  be,  bccaufc  he  hath 
£nned>  and  is  ^qilty,  that  he  (hall  reftore  that  which  he  took 
yidently  aw^y»  or  the  thing  which  he  hath  de^itii^Hy  gotten, 
i&r.  4^d  the  reftoring  of  p^rns  and  pledge$»  when  they  are 
due ;  Ezek.  xyiii.  7^.  And  hath  ppt  oppreiTed  any,  but  bath  re^ 
fior^  to  the  debtor  )m  pl^lgc,  6c.  C^  thills  Ipflir  if  we  cafi^ 
i^&Qver  the  true  owqera.  ^ 

n.  6«  What  is  the  firft  fiikfoebiddcn  in  this  eonftmand  I 


'  k^\%  ftrtpicfe  4tl  eozeoiiig  aod  ch^Qg  ot  others  io  enr  4«ado 
iflgpi  and  «iP!*it  <3oiAB9f rcQ  vitb  tfaem;  i  TlicfEtr.  6.  That  so 
man  go  beyond  and  defraud  bis  brother  ia  aof  aaciBr,  i^^u 
Prov.  xvfu  28.  A  l:yi09  toagne  bateth  ^ihofia  tbat  areaffliAed 
Ix  itk  aod*  tf  flatter iog  SMmth  worked)  mio. 

^  7*   Wb«t  is  the  fecood  rblag  forbiddco  io  ilMecNmiaDili  - 

4.  it  forbids  all  exajtioa.  aud  oppreffioa  of  our  ntighboor»  by 

gpiftg  b€Qro09id  tb^m,  or  ^workiag  oft  their  oeceffitiea,  oc  decsn* 

lug  £«ir  (iaeA;  Lcv<.  »xv.  14.  And  if  thou  lall  oQgkt  mna  thy 

pelgbboDr»  or  boyeft  OQgbt  of  tby  otfighfaoor's  baod^  ye  fliatt 

HoropprefsooeaQoibev^  Frov.  xxir.  a^.  29.  Be  oot  a  witpei^ 

Igaiaft  tbjK  ainglbbottr  wilbot^  canfe :  And  decctve  not  usitb  thy 

kps^    Say  oof,  IwiiLdofo  lohtiBBS  be  haihdooB  tone:   I 

wiU  aeodcK  ta  the^  m^u.  accosding  to  but  viork. 

%.  9,  What  is  the  third  thkig  iofhkkleQ  ia  this  eoaunand  > 

A.  U lbfA>tds  all  uelawjbl veighis and mealWes*  wiuchis n« 

bsuer  tban  thaft  ia  God's  accoiuH ;   Micah  vu  i«,  1 1.  Am 

there  yet  the  treafnres  of  wickedoefs  in  the  honfe  of  the  wicked, 

and  the  fcant  meafare  that  is  abominable  ?     Shall  I  coant  them 

pore  with  the  wkkcd  bahaoea,  aad  wkh  the  tag  of  deccitfol 

^.  9.  What  is  the  feanh  lia  ferbiddea  ia  this  eonoiaad  ^  - 
4.  it  fovbMs  aU  fiiiaitiy  fraads  by  cbildcco ;  Prov.  xxviii.  34. 
Whofo  robbetfa  hit  fl^ther  or  hh  aKither,  and  faiib,  it  it  no 
ttaolgceffioa,  the  iame  is  the  compaaioaof  a  deRroyer.  Or 
ierrants  ;  Tit.  ii.  9,  low  Exhort ,  iervaats  to  be  obedient  anta 
their  own  auflcrs ; — not  parioinii^  bat  (bewiog  alt  good  fide* 

%  JO.  What  is.  the  fi&b  thing  Corbtddea  in  Aia commaad  1 

A.  It  forbids  all  tempting  of,  or  encoaragibg  others  to  d«^ 

fraad  thofe  who  hanv  any  troift  committed  10  them ;  yfafaa  I. 

i      18.  When  thoa  faweA  a  thief,  then  thon  confentcdft  with  htaiw 

Piov.  xxiK.  24.  Whofi)  is  partner  with  a  thief,  hateth  kisdwn 

£nii,  ifc. 

^11.  What  is  tlie  fixtb  thing  forbidden  in  this  commend  f 

A.  It  foebids  the  taking  away  of  another's  goods  by  open 

robbery  by  fea  or  land ;    job  v.  j. — And  the  robber  fwellowi* 

I      etb  np  their  fabftaoce.    Or  daodefibely  and  privately ;    i  Pet. 

vr,  i5«  Bat  let  none  of  yoa  ibfTer  as  a  marderer,  or  as  a  thieffp 

q;  12.  What  is  the  danger  of  thisfmr 

A.  It  brsQgs  mens  fools,  bodies,  aadeftatise,  under  the  eorle 
pf  God ;  2ecfa.  v.  3,  4.  Then  (aid  he  ante  me,  This  is  the 
^nrfc  that  gprth  £artb  cnef  the  fiiae  «f  the  whole  enrdi  1  Foir 
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eVery  one  that  ftealeth  (hall  be  cut  off,  as  oa  this  fide,  accohl* 
bg  to  it : — [  will  briog  it  forth,  Taith  the  Lord  of  boflbi,  audit 
ihall  enter  iote  the  houfe  of  the  rhief. 

Q.  13.  What  is  the  fir  ft  iaftrnftion  hence  ? 
.  A.  Let  al]  that  are  gailty  of  this  fio  repent,  and  reftore,  as 
Aey  expcft  merq^  from  God  ;  Eph.  iv.  28.  Let  him  that  ftoIe» 
ileal  DO  more,  ifc.  Luke  xix.  8.  And  Zacheos  ftood,  and  faid 
unto  the  Lord,  Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to* 
the  poor,  and  if  I  have  taken  away  any  thing  from  any  nuin  by 
falie  acciifations,  I  reftore  him  fourfold. 

Q.  14*  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  To  excite  all,  to  whom  God  hath  given  a  competency  of  ^ 
the  things  of  the  world,  that  they  btefs  God  for  keeping  them 
from  the  temptations  of  this  fin  ;  Prov.  xxx.  8^  9.  Give  me 
neither  poverty  nor  riches,  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me : 
Left  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord^  Or 
left  I  be  poor,  and  fteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vjun. 

Of  the  ninth  Commandment, 

Qneft.  76.  TTTHich  is  the  ninth  commandment  ? 

^     A.  The  ninth  commandment  is,    [Thou  Jbdit 
not  bear  falfe  vtitnefs  againft  thy  neighbour  J] 

QueA.  77.  Wb^t  is  required  in  the  ninth  commandment? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  requireththe  maintaining  and  pr^ 
mating  of  truth  between  man  and  man^  and  of  our  own  and  our 
neighbour's  good  name,  efpedally  in  witnefs-bearing^ 

Queft.  78.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  forbiddeth  whatfoevery  is  prejur 
dicial  to  truth,  or  injurious  to  our  own  or  our  neighbour's  good 
name. 

tt:  t.  What  is  the  general  {cope  and  aim  of  the  ninth  com- 
aandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  command  aims  cbitfly  at  the  pfeiervation  and 
promoting  of  truth  amongft  men;  Zech.  viii.  16. — ;$peak  ye 
every  man  the  tnUh  to  bis  neighbour,  6<r.  This  being  of  in- 
difpenfible  neceffity  to  the  fubfiftence  and  welfare  of  human 
fociety;  Eph.  i?.  25.  Wherefore  putting  away  lying;  fpeaJc 
every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour,  for  we  are  members  one 
of  another. 

(t*  2.  What  is  the  fir  ft  thing  required  particularly  in  this 
command  ?  , 

a:  This  command  requires  every  man  to  take  care  of  pre- 
(erving  his  own  good  name,  by  ordering  his  converfation  in  unr- 
verfal  imegrtty ;    i  Pet.  iii;  15,  16.  Bat  fanftify^tbe  Lord  God 


An  Expojition  qf  tin  Jffmbfy^s  Caticb^.  <f  9 

jbyeor  hearts,  and  be  ready  always  to  give  an  aofwer  to  every 
man  that  alkerh  yoa  a  reafbo  of  the  hope  that  is  In  yoo,  with 
mee^Defs  and  fear  ;  having  a  good  confcieucc ;  that  whereas  they 
fpeak  evil  of  yoa»  a$  of  evil-doers,  they  may  be  alhamed  that 
falfely  aocofe  your  good  converiation  in  ChrilL 

^  3.  What  is  the  fecood  thing  required  in  this  command  I 

A.  It  requires  all  due  care  to  prckrve  the  good  name  and 
hoQOnr  of  other  men,  as  well  as  our  own ;  for  ChriAians  arc 
not  to  be  of  narrow  and  private  fplrits,  which  centre  only  in 
their  own  interefts  and  concernment ;  Phil.  ti.  4.  Look  not  eve- 
ry man  on  his  own  things ;  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of 
others. 

<t-  4-'  How  are  we  to  prefcrve  the  good  names  of  others  i 

A,  We  are  to  preierve  the  good  names  of  others  by  an  in- 
ward efleem  of  all  the  good  that  is  in  them ;  PhiL  iL  3. — la 
lowlinefs  of  mind  let  each  efteem  others  better  than  themfelves. 
And  manifefting  oor  inward  efteem  of  them  by  a  wife  and  fea* 
foaable  expreflion  thereof  for  their  encouragement  in  the  ways 
of  godlinefs ;  Rom«  i.  8.  Firft,  I  thank  my  God  through  Jeins 
ChriQ  for  you  all,  that  your  faith  is  fpoken  of  throughout  the 
whole  world* 

<^  5.  How  elfe  are  we  to  defend  other  mens  names  ? 

Ai  By  our  leadincfs  to  receive  with  joy  the  reports  of  that 
good  that  is  in  them  ;  3  John  3.  For  I  rejoiced  greatly  when 
me  brethren  came  and  teftified  of  the  truth  that  is  in  thee, 
even  as  thou  walked  in  the  truth.  And  difcountenancing  all 
reproaches  maiiciouQy  vented  againft  them  ;  Pfalm  xv.  31 — Nor 
taketh, up  a  reproach  againft  his  neighbour. 

<t  6,  But  what  if  the  report  be  evidently  true  t 

A.  In  chat  cafe  we  are  to  grieve  for  their  mifcarriages,  as  the 
effeft  and  fruit  of  our  love  to  their  fouls ;  2  Cor.  ii.  4.  For  out 
of  much  afflidion  and  anguUb  of  heart,  I  wrote  unto  you  with 
many  tears,  not  that  ye  (hould  be  grieved,  but  that  ye  might 
know  the  love  which  I  have  more  abundantly  unto  you.  And 
todifcharge  our  duties  privately  ^d  faithfully,  in  order  to  their 
recovery;  Matth.  xviii.  15,  16,  17.  Moreover,  if  thy  brother 
(hall  trefpals  againft  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee 
and  him  alone,  6c.  Winking  at,  and  concealing  in  love,  their 
lefler  and  common  infirmities ;  i  Pet.  iv.  8.  And  above  all  thinga 
have  fervent  charity  among  yourfelves :  For  charity  fhall  cover 
the  multitude  of  fins. 

q,  7.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth  commandment  ? 

A.  It  forbids  us  to  injure  others,  by  raifmg  or  receiving  lies. 
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Utid  'filfe  reports,  which  are  highly  iofurioM  4o  '^dr  'gti#i 

luttnes ;  CoK  IH.  y.  Lie  Dot  one  to  aooihtr,  ^c. 

<t-  B.  What  eHe  is  forbidden  ta  the  ninib  ooflHiniKifliefit  f 

A.  It^^ccially  forbids  perjary,  or  fklfe  ftireariogy  iirtiefcby 
not  only  the  names,  bkrt  eftatcfs  and  lives  of  tbe  yanoce&t  are  i&« 
iured  and  Ttiined ;  Pfalm  xkxv.  i  i  •  FaHe  witneOes ^did  cile«p» 
They  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not-;  ftov.4(ix^  $• 
Afalfe  Witnds  IhtH  not  be  mptmlOxed  :  And  lie  ikat^fpea^eyi 
files  Omll  not  efeapc.  A  Tm  which  God  wili  pnnHh ;  Mbl.  ill  •$% 
;And  I  irill  come  near  to  700  to  jodgment,  ud  I  wtH  ^be«  fiirbft 
^t^metsagainft  -the  forcerevs,  und  againft  'the  'adnherert,  4»d  a* 
gainft  falfe  fwearers,  .ijc. 

it  9.  What  elfe  is  forbidden  io  this  cdmmandmetft  > 

A.  It  forbids-ftll  Wbifpering  'and  backtrittog^f  oth^i^  fecre#iy  % 
%  Cor.  xii.  tO: — >Left  there  be  debates,  etivjring6/wi«(hs,3ftHfcs» 
bikdtbttings,  whifperrags,  ire.  ^Aod  all  t^cafryiog  froiB  tmm 
t«>  sindther,  ^  otix  titi^hboor's  injary^  Lev.  xtx.  i^.  TIkHi 
fliah  tiot  go  tipand  down  as  a'taHe-bearer  among  fhe  people,  itc. 
^And  I  Tim.  v.  13.-^ And  not  only^idk,  bat  tatiers  *alfe,  'and 
tM^fy^^Ktdies,  fpeakiog  things  which  they  oogbtiiot. 

<t.  10.  What  elfe  doth  the  ninth  commandment 'forbid  ? 

A.  It  forbids  all  raOi  and  unwarrantable  jtidgtng  of  <Kber  flmi*t 
lieorts^cid  fin^l-eftates,  which  is -nfiialiy  accompanied  iwith  ig- 
4ioraft)ce  of  oor  own  ;  ^Matth..vri.  i,  3.  Judge  n<it,  that  ye  bfe 
«dt  jilelged.  And  why  beholdeftihon  the  mote  thdt  4$  i&'thy  bro- 
ther's eye,  bttt  eotifldereft  not  the  beam  that  4s  hi*thHieown«ye'f 

<t*  x-i*  Wbatdfe  is  forbidden  in  this  cotmntndfii^t  ? 

A*  It  forbids  theeclipfing  of  the  true  worth  and  hondnr^df 
others,  by  a  proud  ^exalting  of  ourfelves ;  rCor.  xUi.j|,  5* 
'CJharity  enWeth  trot,  charity vaodteth-notitfclf,  tsUotpMTed. 
*ot>,  '^c.  Or'by-cryipgup  oUc  to  thedlfparagwnent  of  anoth^ 
^goodman  ;  i  Cor.  iii.  4,  5,  For  while  one  faith,  I*8?m  df  ^attl» 
^nd another,  'I  atn  of  Apollos,  are  ye  not  carnttl?  ^c. 

'<t:  r2.  Whalt  is  thefirfVictferetice  fromhenee? 

A.  That  the  b6ft  Chrrflians  have  caufe  to 'be  "himbled  fir 
Tthe^finsiJf  the  tongue,  whereby  Odd  is  Hi  (honoured,  aud  b. 
•fbers'  are  injured  ;  James  iii,'2.  If  any  man  dflferidnOt  hi  word^ 
^be  fame  is  a  perfeft  inan,  and  able  alfoto  bridle -the  ^i^holebo- 
^y.  And'vcrte  5,  6.  'Even  fo*the  tongue  is  a  little  'member. 
Md.'boaAeih  great  things:  behold  how  greiit  a  mattera  little 
fire  kindleth.  And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  ^a  world  of  iniquity  t 
fo  is  the  tongue  amongft  our  members,  that  itd^fileth  the  ^ole 
Jbody,  and'fetteth  OQ  fire  the  ooorfirof  .nature ;  -aiid  At-k  fet  oa 
fire  of  hell.  1 


Jin  ]Sxptjk»h  4^  JiS^Mfi'i  C^h^,  »l 

''  ^  ^3*  What  is  the  fecoad  iDto«oce  frtim  hciice.' 

A.  It  is  oar  gfejH  i^oiftccrdibetit  to  u^lk  with  riiae  j^etj^  atxd 
Joftke  lowtrtb  G^  Md  tneft,  as  fo  cut  bfJT  all  jolt  occafioM 
4»f  i^^-oicb  fidtn  MDr  tMndeft;  1  Cer.  Mi.  il«  Bttt  what  I  dd» 
^t  1  0^  dd,  thftt  1  may  tiH  off  oecafioa  from  ibtol  which  ift^ 
4it«  OaSaSed^  #^4  I  Ttim  Vi  14.  t  #ill  fhertforc  Ihat  tke 
younger  women  aiarry«  bear  children,  gmle  the  honTey  ghe 
tone  otio^oA  to  the  a(l#errary  I0  Ipcftfc  rtpr^a^n Hy; 

Qs.  14.    What  is  the  thitd  ibference  from  this  codmiand* 

A,  T^  bkA  God  cfctil  otiF  Mdiei  aird  kept  Al^tet  and  hohdof^ 
able  in  the  world  afnoog  good  roent  $  John  11I;  Demetrius 
^th  a  good  Up^\  (rf  aH  o^eii,  '6c*  Or  If  we  be  ret»roach* 
«d>  it  \%  by  noiie  but  widted  meti*  and  that  for  oor  dbtjr  to 
Ck)d^  I>;Kit  ^<  51  Then  faid  thefe  iileff^  ^  (hall  not  find  dny 
occafion  againft  this  Daniel,  etcept  Hit  find  it  agiidd  Kim  cd»- 
«ttBing  the  ki#  •!  hia  Godk 

Of  ikt  ttnii  Catmmn4mm. 
i!}nell.  ?$.  Vtf  Rich  la  the  teftth  coAttattdmclit  ? 

Wteat^rl  M/  tmghhoHf^i  hon/t^  tlkajbak  not  cobst  thy  mig^-^ 
iou^s  wife^  n&  his  man-fir'uam,  Hof  his  fMithforikM,  H^  Mi 
t*i  net  hit  a/s,  Mt  any  thing  that  is  thy  tuighhur^sj 

QvePi  ibi.  Whit  is  required  ift  the  tenth  eoftlnanciment  f 

A.  the  §mth  comrfi^tridmcni  t^u^iih  fuU  eoHfentment  wth  our 
'Mrn  mtdiiim^  wfh  a  tight  mhI  thoHHhie  feaimt  tffpiiiit  iowatih 
Uirntighbmt^  dnd  ail  that  is  his. 

Q^eff .  Si.  Whit  Is  forbidden  h  the  leHfb  Mttthandalcor  i 

A.  The  t^tnth  eimmandmmt  f$rhkUkth  aU  dtji^ntentpntnt  with 
Hr  dwn  i^att,  tMying  e/t  gHtOing  at  tht  gomi  (f  tut  mighbmr^ 
mtd  alt  tMfdiMtt  mtioHt  and  oftBhm  ti^  any  thinj^  that  it  hifi, 

Q^  1.  yffhsti  ii  the  pfincipai  ftope  iidd  aim  of  the  tenth  com- 
llmndflienc  f 

A.  tt  is  Id  pretttdt  i^tl  oecffftoM  df  trao^rtfdltng  the  otbet* 
pmeprs  ef  rhe  feeond  ttfble,  by  reflraHHtig  this  fin  cf  tovetotrf- 
btfi  ift  the  hejMt  i  PfkltA  cxix.  35^  36.  Vbke  ide  to  {f[>  in  the 
]>aih  of  thy  eommandittents,  for  thereia  do  i  datight.  tecliM 
«qr  heart  nnto  thy  teAldioofes^  and  tiot  to  co^etodfdeft. 

(^  2.  What  doth  tbi»  temb  cdmttand  requite  of  us  fa  rdt^^ 
rcnce  Id  ottrfelves  J        , 

A.  It  recfotrea  of  na  pstfeU  cofttentttient  and"  fatisfaAioti 
With  that  eftaie  zad  cofiditioa  wherein  God  hath  placed  ua  kt 
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the  world  ;  Heb.  xili.  5.  Let  your  cooverfatioQ  be  withonrccr 
vetoufDefs,  aad  be  conceat  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have,  ifc* 
ReckoDiDg  it  to  be  good  for  us  to  be  ia  that  ftate  We  are* 
though  never  fo  lew  or  kiHi6led  ;  Pfalm  cxix.  67.  Before  I  was 
affiidted,  I  went  afiray  ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word.  And 
verfe  71.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  affli£led,  that  I 
might  learn  thy  (ta^utes. 

(^  3.  Is  contentment  with  God*s  appointments  attainable  it 
this  life  f     ^       .       , 

A.  Some  ChriAians  have  attained  to  a  very  great  meafure^ 
and  emiaeot  dpgree  of  conteiKineot  in  the  midft  of  changeable 

and  afflidive  providences ;    Phil,  iv .  1 1 . 1  have  learned  ia 

whatlbever  (late  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content.  Pfalm  xvi.  5,  6« 
The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance »  and  of  my  cup : 
thou  maintained  my  lot.  The  lines  are  fallen  onto  me  in  plea- 
fane  places  :  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage. 

0^4.  Is  there  no  danger  of  the  fm  of  difcontent  in  a  foU 
and  profperous  con  di  tion  ? 

A.  Fulnefs  of  the  world  fecures  do  man  from  the  fin  of  dlf* 
contentment  with  bis  own,  or  coveting  that  which  is  another's^ 
becaufe  the  defiresi  enlarge  as  the  eftate  doth  ;  Pfalm  Ixii.  10.-^ 
If  riches  increafe,  fetinot  your  heart  upon  them.  An  ia(tance 
.whereof  we.  have  in  Ahab,  1  Kings  xxi.  4.  And  Ahab  came  inf 
to  his  hou(e  heavy  and  difpltafed,  becaufe  of  the  word  whicti 
Naboth  the  Jezreeiite  had  fpoken  to  him  :  for  he  had  faid,  I 
will  not  give  thee  the  inhertt^oce  of  my  fathers ;  and  he  laid 
him  down  upon  his  bed»  aod  turned  away  his  face,  and  wooM 
eat  no  bread. 

0^5.  Whence  doth  difcontent  with  our  conditioo  fpring  ? 

A.  It  iprings ,  partly  from  our  ignorance  of  God's  witdom 
and  love  in  ordering  all  for  our  goodl ;  Rom.  viii.  28.  And  we 
know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  thtm  that  lov^p 
Goirifc.  Partly  from  pur  ipconfideratencfs  of  the  vanity  of 
the  creature;  i  Tim.  vi.  7,  8.  For  we  brought  nothing  intp 
this  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out.  Aod 
haying  jfood  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  content.  Aod 
partly  fraai  our  unbelief;  Matth.  vi.  31,  32.  Therefore  take 
no  thought,  faying,  What  (ball  we  eat  ?  Or  what  (hall  we  drink? 
Or  wherewithal  (hall  we  be  cloathed  ?  (For  after  all  thefe  things 
do  the  Gentiles  feek ;)  fojr  your  heavenly  father  kqoweth  that 
ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things. 

.    <2^  6,  Is  contentment  \yith  our  own  eAate  all  that  this  com-^  '\ 
jnandment  requires  ?  .    .  /   ^ 

A.  No ; "  it  reijuiies  a  chaotable  frame  oif  fpi^c  tQwai4&.oQr  j 
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i^ghbonrs  alfo ;   Rim.  xti.  lo,  15.   Be  kindly  affediooed  ooe 

.  tp  another  with  brotherly  love,  in  honoar  preferring  one  4no« 

Iher.     Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them 

that  weep. 

'  (^  7»  What  is  the  firft  fin  forbidden  in  this  commandment  ? 
1  A.  It  diredlly  and  efpedally  forbids  all  (infnl  and  inordinate 
defires  and  motions  after  other  men's  enjoyments ;  Col.  iii.  5. 
Mortify  therefore  yonr  members  which  are  upon  the  earth,  for- 
Btcaiioa,  andeannefs,  inordinate  affedion,  evil  concupifcence» 
and  co7etonrne(s,  which  is  idolatry. 

Q^  8  What  is  the  fecood  fin  forbidden  in  this  command* 
ment  ? 

A.  It  forbids  all  cruelty  and  incompaffionateoefs  to  others  in 
necedity,  and  keeping  b$ek  from .  them  that  relief  which  ii( 
made  theirs  by  God's  command ;  Prov.  x\,  24.  There  is  that 
with-holdeth  more  than  ts  meet,  bnt  it  tendeth  to  poverty. 
Lev.'xix.  9,  io«  And  when  ye  reap  the  harveft  of  yonr  land, 
thon  Oiait  not  wholly  reap  the  comers  of  thy  field,  neither  flialt' 
thoa  gather  the  gleanings  of  thy  h^veft.  And  thon  (halt  not 
glean  thy  vineyard,  neither  ihalt  thon  gather  every  grape  of  x)xf 
vineyard:  thoa  (halt  leave  them  for  the  poor  and  the  ftranger  : 
i  am  the  Lord  your  God. 

i  (^9*  What  is  the.  third  fin  forbidden  in  this  command* 
ment  ? 

A.  It  forbids  the  detaining  9f  the  hirelings  wages,  when  it 
is  doe;  Hab.  ii,  9,  10^  11.  Wo  to  him  that  covetetii  an  evil  co* 
^toitfnefs  to  his  honfe,  that  he  may  fet  his  neft  on  high,  that 
he  may  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  evil.  Thou  ha(^  con- 
ialted  fiiame  to  thy  honfe,  by  cutting  off  many  people,  and  haft 
fioned  againft  thy  foul;  For  the  AoDe  (hall  cry  out  of  the  wall, 
and  the  beam  out  of  the  timber  (hall  anfwer  it. 

*  (^  10.  What  is  the  fourth  fin  forbidden  in  this  command- 
ment ? 

•  A.  It  forbids  all  inward*  grudgings  at,  and  envyings  of  the 
eDJoymems  of  others,  whether  they  be  inward  goods  of  the 
mind,  or  outward,  belonging  to  the  body;  i  Cor.  xiii.  14^ 
Charity  envieth  not,  dc.  ' 

Qj^  1 1 .  What  is  the  mifchief  of  covetoufaefs  ?  \ 

-  A.  It  diilra3s  the  heart  in  duties  ;  Ezek.  xxxiii.  31.  And  they 
come  unto  thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and  they  fit  before  thee  zi 
my  people,  and  they  he^  thy  words,  but  they  ^U  not  do  them ; 
for  with  their  mouths  they  (hew  much  love,  but  their  heart  ^c^- 
fth  after  thcit  covetoufnefs.    Provokes  the  wrath  of  God  r  Ifa* 

h  % 


hSu  (7*  For  die  ioHlstff  of  his  opvel«aAicfs  was  1  w^/H^ 
ibolc  Uot  ifc.    AuA  wh^rc  \i  r^\g^  ^i  btcoflM  i^pb^  j^ 
Col.tu*  5«  4A<i  GDf€Cotilbe6,  wMcb  is  tdb^iry. 

Q^  12.  What  it  the  grft  inferenco  fropi  benc^  I 

A.  it  oaUt  «U  aieo  to  hMi'^tiott  f«  the  oordkuiey  of  t^ir- 
afftJtkxM  tQvtrcii  the  world,  their  difeoivtcfti  with  ^t  ow^u 
kpd  eo^iogs  of  eibfrt  ooadttio&a. 

Q^  1 3.  What  it  tbe  feeopd  iaferooce  hsncr  i 

A.  At  ever  we  wovld  keep  dear  from  tkjit  iii«  i^  m  isiftke 
God  oor  portioD ;  Jpfaim  xvi.  5,  4  The  Lord  k  the  pqprtcop  of 
MM  Mh«riKM)ce»  oU  ^f  ffif  cup?  thou  nwiQti|i«i^  siylot. 
And  labour  to;  get  the  fopl-fatitfyiog  comferu  of  bis  Spirit  | 
John  ¥t  14.  Bfft  w4ioIbBvief  dtlialnth  of  the  water  ifait  I  (hM 
mit  him.  (hall  never  ibirl^^  Ac  2  Gov.  iu  jio.  A*  haviag  00*9 
Ubh^  and  yet  pofleffing  all  ihit^a. 

Q.  44.  What  it  the  lift  inference  heaee  b 

A«  U  God  has  given  nt  afnlfici^ACjr  of  ^e  ihh^  of  thii^ 
life  for  onr  neodity,  let  1^  k^  fattsfied,  ifaoi^h  we  waoi  mhctf 
fhhigff  he  our  d^ghc ;  §  Tim.  Tt*  9-  And  bni^ag  feed  cad 
iainiflit,  let  nt  be  sherewich  content.  And  relieve  •nrfiekes  b]| 
an  cx^AatioQ  of  tbofjp  bet^r  thiogt  Ii^ld  np  in  heaven  for  ns, 
^f  «ve  be  believers ;  James  n.  5.  Ha^b  nojt  Qod  dbofiaa  the  fot^ 
if  tUs  world*  rich  in  faithi,  cpd  heirs  of  ibe  Icaptgdnna^  wtnd^ 
he  b^th  pr^i^d  ^p.  them  that  Igive  bioi. 

^  keeping  the  taw* 

Qn^ft,  Ip2.  TS  aiv  ii^n  ab)e  ptrfe<!My  «?  iMcp  th^  oonMMndb^ 
J|^  mept^  of  Clod  ? 

}eep  ihf  CQmm0fi4mn.ts  tjf  ^(4,  ^ut  (hik  Anlfi  tmtak  iJkm  iM, 
thought y^  Vford^  an44cfd^ 

Q*  4.  Wherein  4<^  ^b^  perCfA  Ijfcping  erf  Ood's  law  O>o, 
fift? 

A.  It  confifts  in  the  peifisft  apd  QPfafiwt  wrfprafiity  of  the 
^menial  aod  e3(t<?r9a.l  a^tkm  of  heart  and  Ufe,  10  oveey  coo^ 
9iao4  of  Qod  «,  Qal.  ]|],  14^  Q^fed  i^  ^veiy  01:19  thancontinisethi 
not  in  all  things  which  arc  written  in  tj^  book  of  ihe  law  t»4nr 
them.  Matth.  x^i.  37^  jj,  39,  Jefnt  iaid  «oto  hi»,  Thoa 
(halt  ^vejbit^d  thy  God  with  a4  thy  hea^t,  a|P4  w{/th  all  thy 
foul,  aQ4  witt^  aU  thy  i^io^.  Tbu  is  the  frft  and  gieat  m»- 
ipaodment  AAd  the  iecond  is  lil;^  ipbi^  it,  Tbpu  flMk  lo«r 
V^y  neighbour  as  thyieif. 

%  l\  ^fi\  i/  a  %^ ^omm^up  e^tetj^ aA agiiaA  (ho Ip^i 


1^9  he  Q«t  {>e  fwd  s>f  ifc&l j  U9  keep  ii>  idtboagh  io  miod  or 
thooght  he  (hould  traoTgrefs  ? 

A.  Noi;  fer  aa  i#war4  cnoiion  cf  fia  id  ibe  heift,  that  oacer 
hi»^  &rth  into  aA*  i$  a  vblstioo  of  the  law«  an<i  briags  ihe 
fmi  aader  tba  auk  of  'a;  Matth.  v.  21,  aa.  YeJuiveheard 
ibaite  w&slaidhF  Aeiaof iokl  dma,  Thoofliah  mukill :  AoA 
whofoever  (hall  kill,  fhall  be  io  danger  of  the  jodgaicDC.  Bat 
tiaf  «IM€i  jwu  tbat  whofotaer  h  aogrf  with  hit  braiber  MA- 
Dot  a  cau(e»  ihall  be  in  danger  of  the  jodgoieiit,  6r.  Aad  m« 
99»  iS.  Vc  Kavfe  heard  that  it  was  {aid  by  tfaeoi  of  dd  ttee.  ^ 
Tbo«  (bak  Mt  eooMBk  adaliery.  Bat  I  fay  aaco  jmi,  that 
v^hafeeaer  taohatb  aptxaa  w^mon  «o  IitA  after  her,  imikk  coodi** 
Itiiaed  aifaikiffy  vlth  her  alrtadf  ia  fait  beare. 

q^  p  May  fldt  a  faaiT  keep  the  iair  if  he  keep  ibme  af  iit 
aotraioads,  iboa^  t»  caioat  keep  ereiy  om  of  iheoi  puaAual* 

^.  Mo,  he  aaaaol ;  kof  the  tfan^flkm  of  any  oae  eat»- 
fBosokd  in  the  leaft  degree,  it  a  breach  of  aU,  and  bmgt  the. 
^nxk  of  the  v4)ale  apon  a  ataa't  ibal ;  Jamca  ii*  10.  For  who- 
Ibaaer  fliaU  kaep  the  wbole  faiw»  aod  j^et  6&nd  in  oae  point,  he 
|s  gnUqr  of  aU. 

Q^  4*  Was  the  lata  aamkept  bp  aay  fioot  it  wat  aMHk  f 

A.  Yes,  Adam  io  bit  iaaocem  Aate  kept  it ;  for  be  ivas  mada 
apright ;  EocL  viL  2x^  God  made  saaa  upright,  6r«  And 
Chrift  perfadly  kept  ii  1  Mattht  v.  17^  Tbkik  ooc  that  I  an 
aoBia  to  defiroy  the  lav,  or  the  propheu :  i  aai  not  coaia  i# 
tjteihpoy,  bat  to  fulfil, 

Q^  5,  What  ia  tha  lirft  reafoa  why  no  mtvc  aum  ia  Ms  fife/ 
can  iaUil  aad  keep  the  bw  of  God  perfeaiy  ? 

i^  U  b  bectule  the  law  of  God  it  perftft^  and  the  beft  of 
9icfi  ia  tUt  ]ife  are  iatperfefl  ^  Pialia  xix.  7.  The  law  of  the 
^d  h  perfe6V,  6c.  Cod.  fii.  10.  For  there  k  aot  a  jaft 
snan  apao  earth,  that  doeth  good,  aad  (iaaetb  oot. 

Q.  5,  Hot  may  not  men  perfefily  keep  it  when  regeaeracr* 
and  born  of  God  i 

A.  No  ;  hecanle  even  to  the  regenerate  there  is  a  law  of  fia, 
aihiob  ware  agaiaft  the  law  of  Cod  v  GaLv.  17.  jForthcflefk 
Jafleth  agaioA  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  agatoft  the  fle(h,  6r. 
Rom.  vii.  az,  23.  For  1  delight  io  the  law  of  God  after  the  io*- 
vtard  aaao.  Bat  I  Ctt  another  law  in  aiy  inembaa,  wtnrtag  a*  < 
gainft  the  law  of  my  mind,  &c.  And  though  they  arc  laid  aoc 
to  {in,  1  lohs  iii.  9.  Wbc^oever  it  borool  God,  dath  not  cam* 
^r  fin^  6r.  That  it  not  to  be  takes  abibiaiely,  boc  compara* 
4/^It  9  ^^7  ^B^  ^^4  ^^^  cheery  iiiii da,  * 
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\  Of,  7.   Bot^  did  not  Chrift  oommand  the  youDg  man  to  keep 
the  law  ? 

A«  It  ig  trae,  that  Chnft  did  pot  the  yOQOg  man  upoo  this- 
task;  Mattb.  six.  17.  If  thoa  wilt  enter  into  life»  keep  the  com* 
ipaodments.  But  it  was  not  00  a  fuppofition  that  he  was  aUe 
to  do  it ;  but  to  convince  him  of  the  impoffibility  of  juftifica- 
tioQ  that  way. 
.  Q^  8.  But  doth  not  the  apmAle  fay,  that  the  righteoD&e(s  df 
the  law  is  fulfilled  in  believers  ? 

A.  It  is  true  that  the  apoAie  doth  fay  lb,  Rom.  viii.  4.  bat 
the  meaning  is  not,  that  we  folfii  it  in  our  own  perfons,  by  onr  . 
complete  obedience  to  it ;  but  it  is  fulfilled  in  us,  by  onr  uoion 
with  Chrift,  who  perfectly  kept  it ;  and  the  righteoafnefs  of 
the  law,  which  is  in  Chrifl»  becomes  ours,  by  God'$  impa  ration 
of  it  to  us  ;  Rom.  iv.  23,  24.  Now  it  was  not  written  for  his 
iake  alone,  that  it  was  imputed  to  him  ;  but  for  us  alfo,  to 
whom  it  (hall  be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  him  that  railed  up 
Jcfos  our  Lord  from  the  dead.  '  '        ,  ,       ■  ' 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 
.    A.  That  jnflification  by  our  own  works  is  utterly  impoilible 
to  the  holleft  of  men ;   Gal.  ii.  16.  For  by  the  works  of  the 
law  fhaU  00  flefn  be  juAified ;    Pfalm  ciii.  3.  If  thou»  Lord, 
fliQuIdft  mark  itiiquities ;  O  Lord,  who  (hall  ftand  ? 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  henee  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  what  an  infinite  mercy  it  is,  that  God 
lent  Jefu^  ChriQ  mnde  under  the  law ;  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  But  when 
the  fnllnefs  of  time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son»  made  of 
A  woman,  made  under  the  law,  ifc.  To  do  that  for  us  we 
could  never  do  for  ourfelves ;  Rom.  viii.  3, 4.  For  what  the  law 
could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  fie(b,  God  fend- 
ing )iis  own  Son  in  the  llkenefs  of  finfulflefb,  and  for  fm  con<' 
deroned.fin  in  the  fie(h  s  that  the  rigiiteoufnefs  of  the  law  migbt 
be  fulfiUed  in  us  ;  who  walk  not  after  the  fleih,  but  after  the 
Spirit. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  hence  ?:  '       ' 

A.  That  the  dreadful  curfe  mufl  needs  He  on  all  tmbelievers 
that  arc  ouf  of  Cbrift;  John  iii.  36.  He  that  believeth  not  the 
Squ,  (hall  cot  Tee  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him. 
And  feek  their  juflificatkHi  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  ;  Gal.  ill 
10.  ..For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under  the 
curfe,  <bc. 

Q^  12.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  hence  ?  . 
.    .  A,  That  a  deluge  of  fin  and  mifery  brake  in  upon  the  whole 
world  by  the  faH  of  Adam,  and  all  bi$  poflerity, being  by  hi  A 
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pWftged  under  both  ;  Rom.  ▼.  1 2.  Wherefore,  as  by  one  man 
£q  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  Cm  :  Aod  ib  death  paf* 
fed  upon  all  ttien,  for  that  all  have  finned. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  popifh  doArinesof  merits,  and  works  of  fuper- 
erogation,  are  falfe  and  groundless  dodtrtnes,  ipl'inging  oat  of 
the  ignorance  and  pride  of  man*s^  heart. 

Q.  14.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  beoce  ? 

A.  That  all  God's  people  Ihonld  figh  under  their  unhappy 
neceflity  of  finning ;  Rom.  vii.  24*  O  wretched  man  that  I  am; 
ivho  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  And  long  to 
be  with  Chrift  in  the  perfeA  Aate  ;  Heb.  xii.  23.  And  to  thei 
fpirits  of  joft  men  made  perfeA. 

0/  the  inequality  sf  Sin. 
Qaeft.  83.    A  RE  all  tranfgreflioas  of  the  law  equally  hei- 
-^1.   nous? 

A-  Some  fins  in  them/etves^  and  by  rea/on  o/feveral  aggrav^ 
tions^  are  more  heinous  in  the  fight  of  Cod  than  others. 

(^  I.  Whence  ariieth  the  tirft  di^erence  of  fin  ? 

A.  The  firft  difference  betwixt  one  fin  and  aoother,  arifeth 
from  the  Immediate  objeft;  againfl  which  the  fin  is  committed ; 
on  this  account,  fins  immediately  committed  againft  God,  are 
more  heinous  than  fins  immediately  committed  againft  man'; 
.1  Sam.  ii.  25.  If  one  man  fin  againft  another,  the  judge  (halt 
judge  him :  But  if  a  man  fin  againft  the  Lord,  who  fhall  in« 
treat  for  him  ?  And  all  fins  of  the  firft  table  are  greater  thaQ  ' 
thofe  of  the  fecoad :  yet  there  are  crying  fins  againft  the  feoond. 

q.  2.  What  is  the  firft  fin  noted  for  an  heinous  fin  ? 

A.  The  fin  of  murder  is  in  fcripture  fet  down  for  an  heinous 
and  crying  fin  in  its  own  nature ;  Gen«  iv.  10.  The  voice  of  thy 
brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  earth.  ' 

q,  3.  What  other  fin  is  tioted  for  a  crying  fin  ? 
A.  /The  fin  of  opprefiion  is  noted  in  fcripture  for  ^a  aying 
fin ;  Hab.  ii.  1 1.  For  the  ftone  ftiall  cry  out  of  the  wall,  and 
the  beam  out  of  the  timber  fhall  anfwer  it.  Efpecially  the  op^ 
predion  c^  the  widow  and  fatherlefs  ;  E)(od.  xxii.  22,  23.  Ye 
fhall  Dot  afHiifl  any  widow,  or  fatherlefs  child.  If  thou  afRlA 
them  in  any  wife,  atwl  they  cry  at  all  unto  me^  I  will  fiireljf 
heat  their  cry.. 

(^  4.  What  is  reckoned  in  fcripture  an  heinous  fin  againft 
the  firft  tabic?  » 

A.  The  fin  of  atheifin,  or  denying  the  being  of  God,  is  a 
fin  of  the  firft  magnitude  J  Job  xxxi.  28.  This  alfo  were  an 
iniquity  to  be  ^puniOied  by  the  judge  :  for  I  fhould  have  denied 
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tlie  God  dial  is  above.  This  wa»  the  fin  of  Pharaoti  i  Ex^i  4k 
Z.  Aod  Pharaoh  faid,  Who  it  the  Lord,  that^  t  Oiookl  ohey  his 
voice,  to  let  Ifrael  go  i  I  know  nor  the  Lordi  neithsr  infIU  I  M 
lirael  go. 
<t  5-  What  other  (in  is  heiooQs  in  God^  iiceotial  t 
A.  The  fin  df  idolatry  is  a  moft  heiDom  6»,  and  gMs  sear^ 
to  the  heart  of  God  than  other  fiM  do ;  E£tk.  ff .  ^.  A»d  thef 
that  efcape  of  yon,  ifaali  remeiubcf  mt  amoftg  tb#  oatibas 
wbiiher  Aef  (hall  be  carried  captives ;  bec»ife  I  aoA  broken 
W(h  their  whoiiih  heart,  \(ibich  hath  departed  from  lie,  aiMf 
with  their  eyes,  which  go  a  whorttag  alter  their  Idols ;  and 
Ihey  fli4U  loatb  theasfeives,  for  the  evils  which  they  have  torn- 
tnitted  in  all  their  abominatioas.  Jer.  xUv.  4.  O  do  ttot  sM 
abomioable  thing  that  i  hatei 

^  6.  What  is  the  a^ft  beioons  of  all  tha  fiat  in  the  vi^dri4'f 
A.  The  fin  againft  the  hoi  7  Gboft  is  tbe  jtkoifk  hcinoos  of  all 
«lheff  fias,  and  (hall  never  be  forgiven  by  him ;  Maflh.  xtl.  3i« 
All  manner  of  fin  and  blafyhetny  (hail  be  forgiven  unto  oden  1 
bnt  the  blafplieniy  aganft  the  holy  GhdA  (haU  not  be  forgfven 
unto  men. 

q^  7.  From  whence  doth  this  feriptnre  aggravate  (In  i 
A,  The  Spirit  of  Ood  in  fcriptnre  aggravates  and  eftimafei 
fia»  from  the  degree  of  light  and  knowledge  men  6n  dgainft ; 
Lnke  xti^  47.  J^  that  fervant  which  knew  his  Lord*^  wiM^ 
and  prepared  not  bhnftlf ,    neither  dM  according  to  hia  will* 
Ihall  be  beaten  with  m^ny  ftripes.    John  xv.  12.  If  I  ha4  not 
coBM^  and  fpoiiett  nnto  them,  they  had  not  had  fin  s  Bni  M# 
they  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin. 
^8.  What  is  the  fecond  thing  that  aggravates  fin  f  . 
A.  The  more  mercies  any  man  finsagalnft,  the  greater  Is  Ml 
iin  ;    Rom.  ii.  4.   Or  de^iief)  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodneA^ ' 
and  forbearance,  and  loog-faflTeflng,  not  knowing  that  the  good- 
oefi  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  I  And  efpecially  when  it 
is  againft  fptritnal  mercies^  and  means  of  falvation ;  Heb.  ii.  p 
Uow  fliMI  we  efcape,  if  we  negleft  fo  great  falvation  ?  &c, 
0^  y*  Are  heioons  and  crying  fins  capable  of  forgrvenelfs  ^ 
a.   Yes  ;  great  and  hetnoas  fins  are  capable  of  forgivenefi^ 
upoft.trtie  repaitance;  l(u  i.  i^.  Thongh  yoor  fios  be  as  fcar« 
let,  they  (hall  be  as  white  as  fnow  ;    though  they  be  red  tike 
crialfon,  they  fhall  be  as  wool. 

<^  lo.  From  what  fountain  doth  the  pardon  of  aft  fins,  both 
great  and  fmall,  flow  ?  ^ 

A.  They  all  flow  firom  the  free  grace  of  God ;  Luke  vit.  4r, 
42»  And  wbcn  (bey  bad  aorbing  to  pay,   he  frankiy  forgavt 


An  kj^p<^tidh  (f  tht  Jlpihbtfi  Catechifm.  Zp 

ihefH  both.  And  tbroQgh  the  meritorioas,  fatisfybg  blood  pf 
CbriA  ;  Eph.  i.  *j.  la  whom  we  have  redemptloa  through  his 
fclood,  the  forgivenefi  of  fins,  accordiog  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace. 

CL  li'  What  is  the  firft  lofereoce  hedce  i 

A.  Thotsgh^  fame  lias  are  more  heinous  than  others*  yet  imi 
Iiaiier  (hoi|ld  abfolately  defpatr  of  mercy  ;  for  the  viieil  hafe 
been  pardoned ;  i  Cor.  vu  1 1.  And  fnch  were  ibme  of  yon  t 
But  ye  are  waflied,  but  ye  are  fanf^ified,  bnt  ye  are  jnAified,  ijc* 

%  12.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  i 

jL.  That  there  are  difiereAt  degrees  of  torments  in  hell,  pro« 
j^tioned  to  the  different  degrees  of  fins  on  earth ;  Matth.  xL 
21,22.  Wo^  nhto  thee,  Cborazin,  wo  nnto  thee*  Bethfaid^: 
For  if  the  mighty  works  which  were,  done  in  you,  had  been 
done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would  have  repented  long  ago  in 
fackdoth  and  afhes.  Bat  I  fay  unto  you,  jt  (hall  be  more  tole-^ 
table  for  Tyre  and  Sidoo,  at  the  day  of  jndgmeot,  than  for  yoo» 

(^13.  Whjit  is  the  tbitd  inference  hence  ? 

A.  Tha^  great  finders,  when  pardoned  and  received  to  mer« 
cy,  (hoqld  excel  all  others  in  love  to  Chrift ;  Luke  vii.  42,  4;^. 
'Whijch  of  them  will  love  him  mofl  i  Simon  anfwered  and  f 'id, 
I  fappofe  that  he  to  whom  he  forgave  mod.  And  he  (kid  unto 
him,  Thon  haA  rightly  judged. 

<;t:  14*  What  is  the  lad  inference  hence  i 

A.  Let  no  man  negleA  Chrift  becaufe  his  fins  are  not  fbhei- 
fiOQs  as  others  ;  becaufe  the  leaft  fin  without  Chrift  is  damning  ; 
Rom.  vit  23«  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,  ^c.  And  greater 
fiooers  are  often  called,  when  lefiTer .  are  not ;  Matth.  xxi.  31, 
32.  The  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God  bc« 
fore  yon. 

Of  the  Demerit  of  Sin. 
Q^eft.  84.  VlTttat  doth  every  fin  dcferve  ? 

y    A.  Every  fen  deferveth  Gents  vjrath  and  curfefi 
kftb  in  this  Hfe^  andihat  which  is  to  come. 

<t;  I.  Wherein  doth  the  evil  of  fin  principally  confift  i 

A.  ft  confids  principally  in  the  offence  it  gives,  and  the  wrong 
k  doth  to  God ;  Pfalm  li.  4.  Againd  thee,  thee  only  have  I  fin- 
ocd,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight. 

fit  2.  What  is  the  firfl  offence  and  wrong  fin  doth  to  God  ? 

A.   It  confifls  in  its  enmity  to  G6d :    Rom.viii.  7.  Becaufe 
the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  agaifl  God,  6a    Exprefled  in  icrip- 
ture  by  walking  contrary  to  him ;  LcV.  xxvi.  40.  They  have  al«  . 
fo  walked  contrary  to  me*    Tig^tiog  againjll  Cod;  A^a  v.  30. 

Vot.VIIL     ^-        -        M  ^^^  "'      ' 
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LeA  hapTy  ye  be  evea  foand  to  Aght  againft  God,    Aad  refiftSffg 

his  Spirit ;  Afts  vii.  51.  Ye  do  always  refill  the  holy  Ghoft. 

<^.  3.   Wbereia  is  its  comity  to  God  further  difcovered  in 
'  jfcripture  ? 

A.  It  is  difcovered  onder  the  oacDes  and  notioDS  of  hatred  of 

God ;  Rom.  i.  30.  Backbiters,  haters  of  God,  ifc.  RebellioQ  a* 

gaioft  God  ;  i  Sam*  xv.  23.  ForrebclUoD  is  as  the  fia  of  witch** 

craft,  ifc.  And  defpifingthe  commandmeatof  God;  2  Sam.  xii. 

9.  Wherefore  haft  choo  defptfed  the  coinmaDdmeDtof  the  Lord  I 

(L*  4'  What  are  the  attributes  of  God  that  fin  wrongs  ? 

A.  It  wrongs  all  his  attributes  ;  for  it  (lights  his  fovereignty; 

.   Exod.  V.  2.  And  Pharaoh  faid.  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  fhoold 

obey  his  voice,  to  Ut  Ifrael  go  ?     Refifts  his  power ;    i  Cor.  %, 

22.  Arc  we  ftronger  thao  be  ?     Defpifeib  his  goodnefe  ;  Rom« 

'ii.  4.  Or  defpifeft  thoo  the  riches  of  his  goodoefs,  cSrc    Taxeth 

his  jaftice ;   Ezek.  xviii.  25.    Yet  ye  fay,  the  way  of  the  Lord 

is  not  equal,  itc.    And  clouds  his  bolinefs  ;  Jam.  ii.  7.  Do  not 

they  blafpheme  that  worthy  name,  by  the  which  ye  are  called  I 

(^5.   What;  doth  fin  deferve  in  the  cou^fc  of  jallice  from 

God? 

A.  It  deferves  all  temporal  and  eternal  cflTefts  of  God*s  wrath, 
,  [on  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  fmners,  all  which  in  fcripture  go  on- 
der the  name  of  death  ;    Rom.  vi.  23*  For  the  wages  oi  fin  is 
death,  ifc. 

<i.  6.  Can  thefe  fufferiogs  fatisfy  God  for  all  this  wrong  ? 

A.  No,  they  cannot;    and  therefdre  they  ma(l,  and  (hall  be 

^eternal  on  the  damned;  Matrh.  v.  26.  Verily,  I  fay  unto  thee, 

thou  fhalt  by  to  means  come  out  thence»  till  thou  haQ  paid  the 

uttermoft  farthing*    Mark  ix.  44.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not^ 

and  the  fire  is  not  quenched. 

Q..  7.  Shall  allfinncrs  bear  the  defcrt  of  their  fins  ? 
A.   Np ;    all  that  are  out  of  Chrift  (hall ;    but  Chrid  hatk 
freed  believers  from  it ;  John  lii.  i8«  He  that  believeth  on  bim, 
n  not  condemned,  ifc, 

<t.  8.  But  is  it  not  hard,  that  fmners  (hould  ful^r  eternally 
for  the  fins  of  a  few  years  ? 

*     A.  No,  it  is  not ;  for  the  evil  of  fin  is  not  tobe  meafured  by 
the  time  in  which,  but  by  the  objed  againft  which  it  is  commit- 
.    ted  ;  Pfalm  Ii.  4,  5.  Again  A  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned^  aad 
done  this  evil  in  thy  fignt,  6c. 
(^  9.  What  learn  we  from  h«nce  ? 

A.  Hence  in  the  firft  place  we  learn  the  impo(Tibility  of  fatis- 

fying  God's  juflice  for  the  leaft  fin  that  ever  we  commilted-; 

..  Job  vii.  204'rkaYe  fioxied^  ^huc  (hall  I  do  unto  thee?^  t;c^ 
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Pfalflicsxx.  3.  If  thouj  Lord,  (houldft  mark  iniquity,  OLord, 
who  (hall  ftatid  ?  , 

<^.   lo.  What  is  the  (econd  inftruftion  hence  ? 
A.  Hence  we  (ee  the  neceffity  of  a  Mediator  hetwixt  God  and 
lis ;  Pfalm  xl.  6,  7.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  drdft  not  defire, 
be.  Then  faid  I/Lo,  I  come  :    ia  the  volume  of  the  book  it 
is  written  of  me. 
<^  II.  What  is  the  third  inftruftion  hence  ?  \ 

A.  That  the  greateft  fuffering  is  rather  to  be  choferi  than  the , 
ieaft  fin  ;   Heb.  yCu  25.  Chufing  rather  to  fufPer  afili6>ioQ  with' 
the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafnres  ot  fin  for  a  fea- 
ftm. 
Q.  12/ What  is  the  fourth  iniflruftion  hence? 
A.  It  teacheth  us  what  an  invaluable  mercy  the  full,  free,  and 
final  remifiion  of  fin  is;    Pfalm  xxxii.  1.  Bleffed  is  he  whofc 
tranfgreffion  is  forgiven,  and  whofe  fin  is  covered,  ijc. 
%  13,  What  is  the  fifth  inArn^ioti  hence  I 
A.  It  vindicates  God  in  his  fevereft  ftrokes  on  finners ;    HoC ' 
vi.  5.  Therefore  have  I  hewed  them  by  the  prophets:-  I  have 
flaio  them  by  the  words  of  my  month,   and  thy  judgments  are 
ai  the  light  that  goeth  forth. 
Qi  i^  What  U  the  laft  ioftruflion  ? 

A.  Hence'  we  leam  the  infinite  nature  of  Chrift's  fufFcrings  ;' 
Rom.  viii.  32*   He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
him  up  for  ns  all,   how  fiiall  he  not  with  him  aifo  freely  give  . 
US  all  things  I 

Of  what  God  requires  of  us. 
C^cft,  85.  AXT'Hat  doth  God  require  of  ns,  that  we  may  et 
^^  cape  his  wrath  and  curfe  dnie  to  us  for  fin  ? 
A,  To  efcapj^  the  vjrath  and  curfe  of  God  due  te  us  for  Jin  J 
God  requireth  of  us  faith  in  Jejus  Chrift^  repentance  unt$  ///>, 
vjith  the  diiigent  u/e  of  ali  the  outward  means ^  whereby  Chrift 
(mimtmicateth  t^Ui  the  benefits  of  redemption. 

Q.  I,  What  are  the  thrngs  fcquired  of  us  to  efcipe  God's 
wrath  and  curfe  due  to  iss  for  fin  ? 

A.  The  things  r^uired  of  us,  are,  (i,)  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift; 
Afts  xvi,  31.  And  they  iaid,  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  thou  (hah  be  faved,  andihyhoufe.  (2.)  Repentance  for 
fia ;  Afts  iii.  1 9.  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that 
your  fms  may  be  blotted  out,  <bc.'  (3.)  Diligent  ftriving  io  the. 
vie  of  all  God*s  appointed  means ;  Luke  xiii.  24.  Strive  to  en- 
ter in  at  the  ftrait  gate :  For  many,  I  fay  unto  yoju,  ftiall  feek  tq 
filter  in,  and  fiiali  not  be  able. 

M  \ 
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t^tr  Are  thtfe  tbiogs  io  iiian'$  power  to  perform,  that  Oe& 
requires  oi"  him  ? 

4.  Though  they  arc  our  dotief »  yet  we  have  00  power  10  ov^- 
fclvea  b^  nature  to  perforio  them*  but  the  power  U  of  God  1 
9  Cor.  lii.  5.  Not  that  we  are  loiScieot  of  ourfelves  to  tbiok, 
9oy  thiog  as  of  oorieWcs,  bat  our  fafficiency  is  of  God,   - 

Q^  3.  Bot  if  men  be  io  Chrift,  and  jnftified  from  eternity, 
what  need  of  this  ? 

A.  Thpogh  God  from  etemity  decreed}  and  Cbrift  {.pug  fincff 
prfcbafcd  the  falvatioo  of  the  eleA;  yet  have  they  no  uoioo 
with  Chrift  till  they  believe;  Eph,  iii,  17.  That  Chrift  may 
dwell  io  your  hearts  by  faith,  that  ye  being  rooted  and  groood^ 
cd  in  love^  Nor  rem'iiSoq  of  iln ;  AAs  iii,  19.  Tb$|t  yoor  fbi 
piay  bie  blotted  pot,  when  the  limes  of  refrediing  (hall  come 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  6ut  lie  nnder  wfstb  ap  orher^ 
do;  £ph.  it.  3,  12.  And  were  by  oatqre  the  children  of  wrath, 
levsn  as  others.  Ver.  12,  That  at  that  time  ye  were  without 
Chrift,  being  aliens  from  the  common  wealth  pf  Ifrael,  aypd 
ilraogers  frpm  the  covenant^  of  promi^t  having  no  b<^i  and: 
Withpiit  God  in  the  world. 

Q.  4.  If  it  be  Qbd  that  can  poly  wprl^  thefe  graces  in  QS,  to 
what  parpofe  is  onr  ftriv^og  I 

A.  God's  working  dpth  not  exclude  man^s  (Iriviog,  but  mot^ 
fnccites  and  obliges  w  tp  it  $  Philf  ii.  1:^,  1 3,  Work  oot  year 
pwn  falvatioQ  with  fear  and  trembling :  for  it  is  God  which 
worlceth  in  yon,  bpth  tp  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  gpod  pleafnre, 

q.  5.  To  what  pqrpof^is  it  to  ftr|v^  ia  the  ^  of  means,  ik* 
f:ept  we  knew  we  were  ele^ed  ? 

A.  The  (knowledge  of  our  eleAion  is  not  antecedent  to  em 
diligencf!,  but  par  dUigence  \%  recjoired  aiiceced^ntly  tp  thai 
knowledge ;  1  Pet.  i.  10.  Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  giv^ 
diligepce  to  make  yonr  calling  and  deiE^ipn  fure,  f^c. 

1^  &  Is  it  not  legal  |p  pi^;  natural  men  iipo#  ftriyiug  in  tbe 
fife  of  means  ^  ' 

A.  Ho,  it  is  net;  for  Chrift  himfdf  enjoigs  It ;  Loke  xiiit 
^4.  Strife  to  ent^r  in  at  the  ilrait  gate,  ^.  And.  fp  did  th^ 
ftpoftles  after  him ;  AAs  viii.  22.  Repeat  therefore  of  fhis  thy 
ivickedneft*  and  pray  Qod,  if  perhaps  th^  thpoghf  of  thy  heart 
fpay  be  forgiveii  thee. 

'  p.  7«  Is  there  np  efcaping  of  <Spd*8  w^atl^  apd  pnrfe  w^tboat 
faith  and  repentance  r 

A.  No,  it  IS  impoflible  tp  efpape  them^  John  HI  i8«  He  tha( 
l^lieveth  not,  is  condemned  already.  Heb-  ii«  3.  Ilovr  (h[all  ^. 
^gap  jf  ^5  n^gleft  fo  great  aivjtion  ( 


^  8.  But  if  a  oiao  reform  bis  life,  and  live  foberly  tdtA  joft- 
\j  (or  t^me  to  opmet  may  b^  ux>\  ib^f  way  efcape  God's  wrath 
asd  corfe  i 

4.  No ;  ibbriely  ao4  rclbrmatioa  are  da  ties,  bat  it  is  faith 
aad  regeseratioQ  that  puts  meo  into  Chrift.  and  out  of  danger  ; 
Aatth.  V.  20.  E^^cept  your  righteoufne^s  (hall  exceed  the  righte*. 
0a^&  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees»  ye  (ball  io  nocaie  enter  in- 
to the  kiDgdom  of  heaven.  Tit.  iii.  5*  Not  by  woiks  of  righ- 
HBoofiieis,  which  vre  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  hr 
^ved  us,  by  the  walhing  of  regeneration,  ^d  renewing  of  the 
6rfyGhoft; 

4^  9.  Do  all  believiog  and  penitent  finoers  efcape  God's 
Vratb  and  corfe  ^ 

4.  Ye;s«^  they  do,  and  iball  for  ever  efcspe  it ;  Rom.  vilL  r. 
There  is  therefore  now  no  conden^natioo  to  them  which  are  io 
Cbrift  Jefos,  ^c.  Cot.  i.  12,  13.  Giving  thanks  unto  God  the^ 
Father,  which  bath  m^de  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  ioke- 
licance  of  the  faints  io  light ;  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the 
l^wer  of  darknels,  and  bath  tranllatcd  us  into  the  kingdom  oi 
his  deaor  Sen.  John  v.  24.  He  that  heareth  ray  word,  and  be- 
lievetb  on  biin  that  fent  me,  hath  evcrlafling  life,  and  fhaii  not 
^ome  into  condemnation ;  bqt  is  pafled  from  death  onto  life. 

^  10.  What  is  the  fir!^  inference  hence.  ?  « 

A.  Hence  it  appears  how  falie  and  dang^oos  the  Antinomtatt 
dofirioe  is,  which  teaches  that  oar  fins  are  pardoned  before 
they  are  committed,  or  we  either  believe  or  repent ;  contrary  to 
AQsx&tL  iS.  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from 
^arknets  unto  light,  ;ind  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God^ 
that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of  (io«  and  inheritance  a- 
mong  them  which  are  fan6tified  by  faith  diatis  in  me.  James 
V.  2Q.  He  which  converteth  the  finoer  from  the  error  of  his  way, 
fiiaii  fave  a  fool  from  death,  (be  AAs  X.  43.  To  him  give  all' 
the  prophets  witnefs,  that  through  his  name  whoibever  believ* 
t^th  io  him  (hall  receive  remiflion  of  fins* 

Q.  1 1 .  What  is  the  iecqnd  inference  hence  i 
^  A.  Hence  it  follows,  that  it  is  daiu^ous  00  the  one  fide  not 
to  f^iH  io  all  the  ways  of  duty  for  Chrift  and  falvation,  qpo« 
tna7  tp  lAikc  xiii.  24^  Strive  to  enter  io  at  the  (h>ait  gate ;  for 
^lany,  I  fay  onto  yite,  will  ieek  to  enter  to,  and  (hall  not  be 
flble.  Aiid  a^  dangerous,  oo  the  other  fide,  to. reft  in,  and  de- 
pend on  our  own  works  and  daties  ;  Phil.  iii.  9.  And  be  found 
in  him,  not  having  mineovm  righteonrnefs,  which  is  of  the  law, 
fcot  that  whidi  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrill,'  the  righreoufoc(§ 

trbi^bKof,  G94  by  faith,. 
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Q^.  12.  What  is  the  third  infereoce  hencfe  ?  '^    ^ 

A.  Heoce  we  learn  the  miferable  ilate  of  all  anbelieterr,  and* 
impenitent  perfons ;  the  cnrfe  and  wrath  of  God  lies  opon  them; 
Gal.  lii.  lo.  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  un- 
der the  curfe,  ijc.  And  their  mittimus  for  hell  is  already  made; 
John  ill.  18.  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  hence  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  happy  ftate  into  which  faith  and  re- ^ 
|Nentance  bring  the  fouls  of  men ;  AAsxiii.  38,  39.  By  him  all* 
that  believe  are  juftified  from  all  things^  from  which  ye  could  not 
be  jultified  by  the  law  of  Mofes. 

Cf  faving  Faith. 
Queft.  t6.  TT THat  is  faith  in  Jcfus  CBrift  ? 

W  ^'  foi^ffin  7^/^f  Chrifi  is  a  faving  grdce^^ 
whereby  we  receive  and  reft  upon  him  alone  for  fahation,  aS  A# 
is  cffered  tt>  us  in  the  gojpel 

<^  1.  What  is  the  root  or  caufe  of  faith  ? 

A.  Not  the  power  of  mad's  will ;  Eph.  il.  8.  For  by  grace 
are  ye  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  yoqrfelires;  it  is 
the  gift  of  God  :  But  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  Gal.  v.  22.  But  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  j6y»  loqg-fuffering,  gentlenefs,  good<^ 
oefS)  faith.  John  i.  12,  13.  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  f  *s  of'  God,  even  to  them 
that  bctiieve  on  his  name ;  which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor 
of  the  will  of  the  fle(h,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,'  but  of  God.  * 

Qi.  2.  How  doth  the  Spirit  of  God  Ordinarily  produce  faith  ? 

A*  By  the  preaching  of  the  word  he  ordinarily  begets  it ; 
Rom.  X.  17.  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word 
of  God  ;  though  fometimes  he  doth  it  imtnediately. 

<^  3,  Who  are  the  proper  fubje^s  of  faith  ?  •- 

A/Convinced  and  fenfible  finoers  are  the  j>ropcr  fubjeftsof 
faith  ;  John  xvi*  8, 9.  i  o.  And  when  be  is  come,  he  will  reprove 
the  world  of  fin,  of  righteoufncfs,  and  of  judgment.  Of  fin,* 
"becaufe  they  believe  not  on  ina :  of  righteonfnefs,  becaufe  I  go 
to  my  Father,  and  ye  fee  me  nd  more  :  of  judgment,  becaufe 
the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged. 

<^  4.  What  is  the  feat  or  habitation  of  faith  ?  ^  ' 

A.  Not  only  the  head  or  uoderftanding,  but  principally  the 
fceart  and  will ;  Rom.  x.  10.  With  the  heart  man  believeth  un- 
tJ  righteoofnefs,  isc.  A£ts  vui.  37.  And  Philip  faid.  If  thou 
bsliev^ft  with  all  thine  heart;  thou  mayefl. 

q.  5.  But  is  not  the  affent  of  the  underftanding  true  faith  ? 
.   A.   The  mere  aflent  of  the  underftanding  to  the  truths  of 
^ripture,  is  not  fucfa  a  faith  as  will  fave  the  foul ;  James  it.  19^ 
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Tluni  bclieveft  that  there  i&  one  God  ;  thou  dolt  well :  the  de- 
Tjlsalfo  believe,  and  tremble. 

<^  6.  What  Is  the  a£t  of  faith  that  jddifies  a  Cnoer  ? 

A.  It  is  the  receiving  of  Chrift,  by  the  fall  aod  hearty  coofert 
^f  the  heart  that  jaftifies  as  ;  Joha  i.  12.  But  as  maay  as  re- 
ceived hioiy  to  thecB  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  |>elleve  oo  his  name. 

q.  7.  Whatis  the  objcft  of  faith? 

A.  The  primary  objeft  of  faith  is  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  and 
the  fecondary  his  benefits ;  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  Look  unto  me  and  be 
iaved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  i;c,  Phil.  iii.  8,  9.  Yea, 
doobtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jcfos  my  Lord :  For  whom  I  have  faf- 
fered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  an4  do  count  them  bat  dung  that  I 
may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
rigbteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the 
faith  of  Chrift>  the  righteQufnGls  which  is  of  God  by  faith. 

(^  8.  May  not  a  man  look  partly  to  Chrift,  and  partly  to  his 
own  works  aod  daties  for  righteournefs  ? 
.  A.  No  ;  he  muft  eye  Chrift  only,  and  exclude  all  others,  or 
he  cannot  be  juftified  ;  Phil.  iii.  9.  And  be  found  in  him*  noe 
having  mine  own  righteoufoefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift  :  The  righteoufnefs  which 
.is  of  God  by  faith.  Rom.  iv.  5.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not, 
hot  believeth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is 
counted  for  righteoufnefs. 

(^  gi  Is  it  enough  to  eye  the  perfon  of  Chrift  only  in  believing  I 

A.  No ;  we  muft  eye  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  as  cloathed  with 
all  his  offices ;  A^s  xvL  3 1 .  And  they  faid.  Believe  on  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  ftialt  be  faved,  and  thine  houfe.  Our 
Ignorance  needs  him  as  a  prophet,  our  guilt  as  a  prieft,  our  fms 
and  enemies  as  a  king. 

Q.  10.  Is  true  faith  cxclufive  of  all  fears  and  doubts  ? 

A.  No ;  it  is  not,  but  true  believers  are  troubled  with  many 
fears  and  doubtings;  I(a.  1.  10.  Who  Is  he  among  you  that 
feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeih  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that 
walketh  in  darkneis,  and  hath  do  light,  6c.  Mark  ix.  24. 
Aod  ftraightway  the  Father  of  the  child  crieth  out  with  tears. 
Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief. 
'    q;  1 1.  Is  no  man  aftually  juftified  till  he  believe  ? 

A.  No,  he  cannot  be  juftified  aftually  till  he  believe  aflually ; 
Gal.  iii.  22.  But  the  fcripture  harh  concluded  all  under  fin, 
that  the  promiie  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  might  be  given  to  thena 
that  believe.    John  iii.  1 8..  He  that  bclieTeth  oa  himi  is  not 
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Goodcmoed  :  But  he  that  believeth  not,  is  coodemoed  aTiria^lf^ 
becaufe  he  hath  aot  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begottett 
SooofOod. 

^.12.  Is  every  man  that  believes  Jafilfied  iinmediatelj  and 
fully  upon  his  believing  ? 

A,  YeS,  he  is ;  Rom.  v.  i .  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith, 
v^e  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Jobb 
y.  24.  He  that  heareth  my  words,  and  believeth  on  him  that 
fent  me,  hath  everlafting  life,  and  fiiall  not  come  into  condein- 
natton ;  but  ts  pafled  from  death. nnto  life. 

<^  1 3.  What  is  the  true  charaAer  or  defcription  6f  a  believer  ? 

A.  He  is  one  that  having  been  convinced  of  his  fin  and  mile- 
ty^  and  of  his  own  and  all  other  creatures  inability  to  faye  him, 
and  of  the  ability  and  willtngnefs  of  Chrift  to  fave  him,  lets  go 
all  hold  and  dependance  on  creatures,  and  his  own  righteonf' 
Qefs,  and  cads  himfelf  entirely  upon  Cbr ill  for  righteoofaefs 
and  life. 

Of  the  Properties ^  Signs,  and  Means  of  Faith. 
Qncft,  I.  TTIT^**  ^  *^  ^^^^  property  of  feith  ? 

W  A.  It  is  a  moft  precious  grace ;  2  Pet. !.  u 
To  ^hem  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with^  us,  ifc. 
'  And  muft  needs  be  fo,  feeing  it  is  the  bond  of  our  union  with 
Ghrift;  Eph.  iii.  17.  That  Chrlft  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
faith,  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love.  That  by 
which  we  are  juftified ;  Rom.  v.  t.  Therefore  being  jaflified  by 
faith,  isc.  And  that  by  which  our  fods  do  live  ;  Heb.  ii.  4* 
The  jua  (hall  live  by  faith. 

<^  a.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  faving  faith  ? 
'  A.  The  fecond  property  of  faith  is  this,  that  it  is  the  moR 
itfeful  grace  in  this  world  to  a  believer,  it  being  the  foul's  eyej 
Heb.  xi.  27.  By  faith  he  forfook  Egypty  not  fearing  the  wrath 
of  the  king :  For  he  endured,  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible, 
be.  It  is  hard  to  apprehend  Chrift  ;  Phil.  iii.  12.  That  I  tnay 
apprehend  that  for  which  aJfo  I  am  appreheiided  of  Chrift  Jefof. 
It  is  cordial  in  a  fainting  feafon  ;  Pfaim  xxvii,  3.  I  bad  fainte<i^ 
unlefs  I  had^believed,  he. 

q^  3.  What  are  the  foundations  that  fupport  fafth  ? 

A.  The  firft  foundation  or  prop  of  faith,  is  the  power  of 
God ;  Rom.  iv.  20,  2i.  Hefla^ered  not  at  the  promife  through 
unbelief,  but  was  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God.  And 
being  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  able 
alio  to  perform.  Heb-  vii.  25.  He  is  able  alfo  to  favtf'thcm  tp 
Ihe  uttermoft  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  isc. 

<^  4.  What  is  the  fecond  prop  of  faith  i 
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'  A.  The  troth  aod  faithf oloefs  of  God  hi  his  promifes  ;  Beb. 
!x.  23.  Let  as  hold  fstft  the  profeffioo  of  our  faith  without  wa- 
vering, for  hi  isiaithftil  that  hath  promiied.  Heb.  vi.  18.  That 
liy  two  knmmaUe  diihgSy  in  which  it  was  impoflfble  for  Gc^  to 
He,  We  might  have  a  (Iroog  cooibratioo,  who  Ittv&fled  for  refogfe 
to  lay  hpld  opoQ  the  hope  fet  before  as.  . 
.    ^.  5.  What  encourages  the  faith  of  tbefamts? 

A.  The  manifold,  fweet,  and  fenfibl^  experiences  of  btfaers  ^ 
Kalmixxiv.  14.  Thoubreakeft  tbebciadsof  LtViathaninpieas^ 
and  gavefl  him  to  be  meat  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  wrf« 
demefs.  Aad  efpedally  their  own  experiences ;  Jo(h.  Xxiii.  14. 
Ye  know  in  all  70or  hearts,  and  in  all  yonr  fools,  that  not  one 
thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  gpod  things  vrhicb  the  Lord  yoor 
God  fpake  concerning  yon ;  all  are  codoie  to  pafs  unto  yoo^ 
and  not  one  thing  huth  fiuled  theneof. 

q,  6.  What  is  thefirft  figo  df  a  Weakiidch?         | 
'    k:  Staggerings  in  our  ailent  to  divine  truths,  argue 'the  weak-> 
ne£i  of  faith ;  Rom.  iv.  10.  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of 
God  through  uqbdief,  bnt  was  ftrongin  fisith,  ifc, 

f^.  7.  What  is  the  fecond  fign  of  a  wteak  faith  ? 

K.  XnaUlity  to  truft  God  in  time  of  danger,  eyideb^ed  bf 
'finfnl  hafte  to  avoid  it ;  I(a.  xxviii.  16.  He  tiut  believetb,  (hall 
not  make  hafte. 

<t  8.  What  is  the  third  fign  of  a^  weak  fiitth  \ 

A.  When  we  cannot  live  purely  by  faith;  except  we  have ibmd 
fenfiUe  encouragement ;  John  xx.  25.  Except  I  (hail  fei  in  his 
hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  pnt  my  finger  into  the  print  of 
the  nails,  and  thraft  mv  hand  into  his  fide,  I  will  not  bdieve.^ 

<^.  9.  What  is  the  fourth  fign  of  a  weak  f^ith  ) 

Ai  When  a  new  temptation  m^kes  us  ea(ily  let  go  odr  far- 
mer confidence;  Lttkexxiv*  21.  But  we  trofted  that  it  had  been 
he  which  (hoold  have  redeemed^  liracl : .  And  befides  ail  this,  to- 
day is  the  third  day  (ince  tbefe  things  were  done. 

(I  10.  What  is  the  fifth  fign  of  a  weat  faith  ? 

A,  The  prevalen.ce  of  carnal  fears,  in  times  of  trouble,  argues 
weak  faith ;  Mactb.  viii.  26.  And  he  faith  unto  thena,  Whj  arc 
ye  ficarful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ^  &c. 

<^  1 1.  What  is  the  fixth  fign  of  a  weak  faith  t 

A.  Too  much  tarefulnefd  aid  anxiery  about  the.things  of  this 
Ti£b;  Matth.  vi.  jo.  Wherefore  if  Goi  lb  clothe  the  grafiibf 
the  field,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow  it  caft  into  the  ovtOb^ 
'fb^U  be  not  oiuc^  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  } 

H^ti.  What  is  the  iirft  benefit  9f  a  ftr<)pg  faith  ? 

yohrviti.      - M-  — '.  .'^ '-••.•  - 
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'^A»  A  ftrong  faith  gives  mach  glory  to  God  ;  Rom.  iv.  i^^ 
20.  And  being  not  weak  io  faiths  he  coofidered  oot  his  own 
body  now  dead,  when  he  was  about  an  handled  years  old,  net* 
tber  yet  the  deadneis  of  Sarah*s  womb^  He  daggered  not  at  the 
promii'e  of  God  through  unbelief ;  but  was  ilrong  ia  faith^  gir- 
iog  glory  to  Go<I> 

<^  1 3.  What  h  the.  fecond  benefit  of  a  flrong  faith  ? 
A;  It  gives  the  foul  the  ravilhing  foreiight  and  foretaftes  of  , 
heaven  upon  eafth  ;    i  f^et.  t.  8.  Whom  having  not  feen^  ye 
^love  ;   in  whom  though  now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye 
rejoice  with  py  unfpeakable,  and  fntl  of  glory^ 

(i.  14.  What  is  the  laA  of&ce  faith  doth  for  a  believer  in  tbk 
world? 

i.  It  fupports  ancit  encourages  him  at  death  by  the  promifeSy 
when  all  otner  comforts  faiU    Heb«  xu  13.    Thefe  all  died  in 
faith,  not  having  received  the  promifes,  but  having  feen  tbein  ' 
ftfar  off,  and  were  perfuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them,  and 
confelled  that  ^hey  were  flrangers  and  pUgrtms  on  the  earth. 

Of  /aving  Repentance,  ,  ^ 

Qucft.  87.  !\XT^^*  ^  repentance  unto  life  ?       ^      . 

W     A^  Repentance  unto  lije  if  ajaving  graces 
li^htrehy  a /inner  ^  cut  of  a  true  finfe  of  his  fin^  and  apprehenfio^ 
of  thi  mercy  of  God  in  Chrtfi,  doth  with' grief  and  hatred  oj  his 
finy  turn  from  it  unto  God,  wiih  fuUfurpofe  of  and  endeavour . 
after,  new  obedience* 

<^  I.  Who  is  the  author  cff  fav!ng  repentance  ? 
A.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  author  of  it ;  the  heart  by  na- 
-  lure  is To  hard,  that  none  but  the  Spirit  cad  break  it ;  £zek.. 
xxxvi.  26,  27.  A  new  keart  alfo  will  I  give  j^ou,  and  a  new  fpirit 
^rill  I  put  within  you  :  And  1  Will  take  aw»y  the  Aony  heart  our 
of  your  Se(h,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flelh*  And  I  will: 
put  my  Spirit  within  you,  ^c.        ,  - 

Q^  2.  In  what  aift  doth  all  true  repetjtance  begin  t 
A.  It  begins  i^  tf  trde  fight  and  fenfe  of  fin,  atid  the  danger 
and  fflifery  we  are  in  by  fm  ;  A^s  It.  37.  Now  when  they  {leard 
this,  they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts,  ifc. 

q.  3«  Why  doth  Gtod  work  fuch  a  fenfe  of  Ca  and  mifery  ^ 
A*  He  doth  it  to  make  Chrift  defireable  in  the  finner's  eyes^ 
that  he  may  fly  to  him;  'Matth.  \%,  12,  13.  But  when  JefB* 
heard  thai,  he  laid  unto  them,  They  that  be  whole  need  not  ^ 
phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick.  But  go  ye  and  learn  what 
that  mei^eth,  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  facrificc;  for  I  aot^ 
not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  fioners  to  repeniance* 
c^  4.  Is  the  fight  of  iiq  fuffi^icnt  to  repcnunce  I 
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'A.  No ;  there  mtjft  be  apppreheDfioo  of*  mercy  add  forgivc- 
jfiefs  with  God,  or  elfe  no  man  cao  (lacerely  repent ;  Rom.  iu 
4.  Not  knowing  that  the  goodaefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  rt* 
^entanoe.  And  this;  mercy  mail  be  difcerned  in  and  tRroagh 
€hri(l ;  Zech.  xii^  to.  And  they  (hall  look  upon  me  whom 
they  have  piercedy  and  they  fiiail  mourn  for  him  aaone  moam« 
eth  for  his  only  Ton,  and  fhall  be  in  bittemc(s  for  him  as  one 
|!iat  is  m  bitternefs  for  hts  fird-bom. 

(^5.  Wherein  doth  repentance  chiefly  confift  ? 

*  A/It  confifts  in  real  inward  (brrow  for  fin,  as  committed  a* 
gainft  God ;  Pfalm  ii.  3,  4,  For  i  acknowledge  my  traofgref- 
Sons,  and  my  fin  is  ever  before  me,  Agaieft  th«e,  thee  only 
have  I  finned»  and  done  this  evil  in  thy.  fight,  ^c.  A. loathing; 
of  pnr&ives  for  it ;  Esiek.  xxxvi.  31.  And  (hatl  loath  yoiirrelves 
in  your  own  fight,  for  yoor  iniquities,  and  for  yonr  abomina- 
tions. And  of  our  b^  duties,  as  finful  and  infufBcient  things ; 
Ifa.  Ixlv.  5,  6,  We  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing ;  aad  all  oor.righ* 
teoufnefles  areas  filthy  rags,  i[c.' 

•  (^  6.  "^^hcrcin  clfc  doth  it  confift  ?        *  . 

k.  la  turning  from  fin',  as  well  as  grieving  f)r  it ;  Ifii.  Iv.  % 
Let  the  wicked  ferfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thooghts,-  ^c,  Prov.  xxviii.  13.  He  that  covereth  his  fins,  (haH 
notprofperi  but  wbofo  confelJietb  and  forlakcih  them,  (ball 
have  mercy. 

c^  7.  Islurnlng  from  Roi  fuifficient  ? 

A.  No,^  that  is  but  the  negative  part  pf  religion ;  there  muft 
be  aHb  a  fincere  turning  ta  God ;  Pfalm  cxix.  59*  I  thought  oil 
my  ways,  an^  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies  ;  A  As  xL  23. 
And  exhorted  them  all^  that  With  purpofe  0/  \tzj^%  the^'would 
cleave  unta  the  Lord. 

•  <^  8.  Is  all  forrow  for  fin  (avi.ng  ? 

*  A.~  Mo ;  ther^  is  a  repentance  that  doth  ao  good  i  Matth. 
xxvit.  3.  Then  Judas  which  had  betrayed  him,  when  *  he  (aw 
that  he  was  condemned,  repented  himlelf,  6c.  And  a  repen- 
tance unto  life ;  Ads  xi.  t8.  ThcQ  hatb  God  alfo  to  the  Gen- 
tiles granted  repentance  unto  lifo. 

Q.  9.  What  are  the  figns  of  true  repentance  ? 

A.  Fear  of  fin  ;  care  to  prcfcrve  ourfclvcs  frorb  it  ;  and  zeal 
to  honour  God  by  new  obedience  ;  2  Cor.  vii.  i  i.  For  behold, 
•this  felf-fame  thing  that  ye  fbrrowed  after  ^,  godly  fort,  what 
carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  yod  ;  yea,  what  clearing  of  yourfelvc  s  ; 
yea,  what  indignation  ;  yea,  what  fear ;  yea,  what  vehemenc 
defire;  yea,  what  zeal^  yea,  whatjeveoge  \  In  all  things  yotr 
(^a?e  approred  yoorfelVes  to  be  clear  in  this  matter. 

N  ^  :  :  .,'..,  >: 
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A^  Yes,  tt\ere  is ;  ^od.tliey  are  therefore  ccmj<»ae4:mT^P*^ 
tftrci  Ads  V.  31.  For  to  give  repentance  to  ifirael,  .and  fc»^vje« 
nefii  of  fios.     And  deftru^ioa  mreateoed  to^  thedaipeailept,;^ 
Luke  7^111^3.  Except  ;c  .repeat,  ye  (hail  all  Itkewife  perUh« 
.  KU  1 1.  What  is  the  firft  inference  hence  ?   ' 

a ■  That  it  is  a  falfe  dodrinCf  wbi(;h  teaches  us  that  fins  are 

aCtoally  forgiven  froaa  eternity  ;  and  therefore  no  need  eitbe^of 

aiepentance  or  prayer,  fave  only  fer  the  maniJFelkaticm  of  pfirdj^ 

:\jq^i2l.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  hence ?     *    ^      ,  .  . :  ^ 

/  a^iriuit^.9n  bard  tieart  is  a  dreadful'  (jign  of  a  Idft  ftate  of 

^ul ;    Kq/m.  ji.  5.  3iit  after  thy  hardnefs  and  impenitent  heart, 

<creaiiirell  op  unto  thy felf  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath,  ^nA 

iCevelation  x>f  the  righteous  jndgn^ent  of  Gqd.  .  .  } 

.  <^  13*  What  is  the  laft  infetencc  henpe  ? 

a.  That  there  is  no  cattie  to  defpair  of  the  vHeft  fioner,  iee« 
ing  there  is  power  enough  in  the  Spirit  of  God  to  bresJc  dhc 
fiardeft  heart ;  Ezek.  xxxsri.  26.  1  will  tak^  away^tbe.ftoa|i  hi^art 
out  of  ,youc  fieihi  and  I  will  give  yon  ap  heart  of  fl^fli..  .  ' 

Of  Chrijl's' Ordinances.  '    - 

<2a^.^  83*  \X7^^  ^^^  ^^^  P^^^^4  ^''^^  whereby  Ctorift 
^    coipmunicsteth  to  us  the  bene^ts  #f  rodemp^ 

tlon>^ ;  '        '      \     .  ■'  .  :^^ 

'^  A.  the tnOward gnd 9ndii!iary  tmans  ivherdyChrift  cornmxml" 
^ateth  (9  us  the  ienepU  cf  r^drnpiioH,  arebis  ^(tinapcfSs  tfpe-^ 
daily  the  'word,  Jacrametas^  and  prayer  ;  all  ti^hkbar^ip^ade  ^ 
J^Sual  to  the.  iteEl  fixr  JahaSim. 

<^  .1  *  What  makes  any  thing  become  a  di vine  ordinance. )  . 

A.  The  inftitutibn  or  appointment  of  God,  is  that.alop^ 
which  makes  a  divine  ordii^nce ;  ^atth.  xxviii.  20.  Teaching 
them  loobfoveaU  ihings  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  yon»  <!^« 

Q.  2.  Are  the  iaftittttkrasof  all  ordinances  alike  dcitfia 
icrtptiire? 

A.  No:  Some  iire  more  explicitly  and  clearly  revealed  ip 
fcriptare  than  others;  as  the  Lord's  Tapper  is  moretde^r  thap 
bflptifm  :  But  i(irhate?er  hath  Tqiptiire- warranty  in  tl|e  word^  or 
jCcmfeqaence,  ,is  of  divine  appointmeiit.  / 

Q^  3.  May. not  men  inftitute  ordinances  of  divine, worlhip  ?  • 

A.  No ;  this  in  fcrip.tui!e  is  condemned  as  yirilUworftitp  ;  Cof. 

ii.  20,  22,  23.  Wherefore  if  ye  be  dead  with  Gbrift  from  ihje 

'  rudiments  of  the'  world  ;    why,  as  though  living  in  the  world, 

are  ye  fubjeft  to  ordinances  I  t^r.  Which  things  indeed  hive  ^ 

%ew  qC  wifilom  in  will^wgrfbipi  ifc. 
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%.  4»  Why  canaoC  ooao  iiiilltare  a  divine  i^dioaoce  ?    . . 
^  A.  He  caoobt  do  it,  becaafe  it  is  the  prerogative  beloQ^og  to. 
Chiill's  lufl^ly  pQce ;  Mattb*  XKviii.  ao..  Teaching  them  to  ob* 
lerve  all'thlngs  whacToever  I  have  commaoded  ;oa. 

Q^j.  ,For  ^l^t.Qther  fealbix^DOOt  bmo  do  it  ?       ^ 

A*  Becao^  be  caiaoot  blcis  them,  aod  make  them  eifeftoal  tc| 
their  cod.s  :  but  they  will  be  io  vain  ;  Matth.  ilv.  9.  But  ia 
vam  do  they  wot&ip  me,  teaching  for  dodrines  the  commaad- 
meau  of  m^n,.  . .    -         - 

9.  6«,  Why^are  the ordioaoces  called  meaos  of  &tvatioa  ? 

A.  %cauje  iy  and  thrpugb  them  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.^oo* 
vieys  fpiritqai  graces  into  sieqs  Ibols ;  1  Coc,  i.  21.  It  pleafed 
Cod,  hv  the  £b61iflifie{s  of  preaching,  to  iave  them  that  pelieve^ 
I  Cor.  liil  ^>  Who  thep  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  mi* 
niilers  by  whom  ye  believed',  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  cverj^ 
imaa? 

<^  7..  1i71)aQce  is  the  vlr^ae  of  ordinances  ? 
..  A.  it  js  not  in  ^  from  tlxemietve$»  or  the  gifts  and  abiPitics 
of  jiim  thac'admioifters  tbem>  but  from  the  bleffing  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  ;  i  Ckn-^iii.  7^  Neither  is  he  that  planteih  any  thiogp 
neirher  be  that  watereth,  but  God  that  giveth  theinaea^fe.  t 
;  .Q^  B,Oo  ail  God's  brdinanas  attain  their  end  i  . 

A«  Yes  y  there  is  nqne  of  them  in  vain,  but  do  aifain  thelip 
end,  in  the Taivation. or  damnation  of  all  that  come  under  themi 
Ka*  !▼•  10,  If.  For  as  the'rain  Cjomethdown,  and  thefnow  frps^i 
jieaven,  and  returni^thiiot  ihither,  hut  w^teriech  the  earth,  and 
^miki^th  it  brio^  for|h  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  feed  to  the  foul- 
er, and  brc»d  to  tbe.eater :  So  fliall  my  word  be,  that  goetti 
forth  one  of  my'mbutb  :  It  fliall  not  return  unto  me  void ;  bo^c 
if  fliail  accompliih  that  which  I  pleafe,  aod  it .  (hall  profper  in 
jthe  thiM  whereto  I  fend  it.  2  Cor.  iL  iji  16.  For.we^euolo 
<>od  a  {weet  favour  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  are  faved,  and  ip 
them  that  nerifh  t  To  the  one  we  are  the  favour  of  death  unto 
death*  and  to  the  other  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  6c. 

Q^  ^  Areinflituted  ordinances  the  only  means  of  ialvatfon  f 

A.  Ttiey  are  not  the  only  means ;  for  God  can  convert  men 
to  Chrift  without  them ;  A&$  ix.  4,  5.  And  he  fell  to  th^ earth, 
and  beard  a  voice  &yiog  unto  him»  Saul,  Saul,  .why  perfecute^ 
thoume?  Aod  l»e  faid,  Who  art  thou  Lord  ? .  And  the  Lord 
faid,  I  m  Jefus,  whom  thou  perfecuteft :  It  is  hard  for  thee  to 
.kid(  ^gainft  the  pricks.  But  they  are  the  ordinary  fianding 
flieana;'  Rom.  X.  14,  i5.  How  then  (hall  they  call  on  him,  m 
"Whom  they  have  not  beUeved  ?  And  how  (hall  they  believe  io 
Jbiffl^  of  whom  t;hey  have  not  beard  ?   And  how  (hall  t)iey  hear 
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^ithoor  a  preacher  ?    And  how  (hall  they  preachy  except  th^ 
be  fent  ?  6r, 

C^  10.  To  whom  are  the  ord'maqces  ip^ckf  effe£toal  to  £thfa* 
tipo  ^ 

A.  To  all  God'8  eleA  they  are  efTe^aa]  to  falratioiD,  aad  to 
thetn  ooly;  AA$  xiii.  48.  As  maDy  as  were  ordalDed  to  <teroa) 
Kfe,  belkved.  John  x,  26.  Que  ye  believe  Qot,  becaulc  ye  are 
Dot  of  my  fheep,  ^bc. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  the  firft  Jnftroftioo  firom  hence  ? 

A.  That  great  preparation  is  doe  to  all  the  ordinaoc^cSy  be- 
fore we  engage  in  them ;  Job  xi.  13,  14.  if  thou  prepare  thine 
hearty  and  flretch  out  thine  hands  towards  him/  If  iniquity  be^ 
in  thine  hand,  put  it  far  away,  and  \ti  not  Wickednefs  dwell  in 
thy  tabernacles,  i  Chron.  xxix.  18,.  And  prepare  theu:  heart 
vnto  thee, 

Q^  12.  What  Js  the  JTecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  great  reyerence  is  due  to  God^s  ordinances,  when 
We  are  aftually  engaged  in  the  ufe  of  them ;  P&lm  Ixxxix.  2« 
God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  affembly  of  the  faints  ;  an^ 
to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  him^ 

Q.  13.   \Vhat  is  the  third  inference  frotti  hence  I 

A.  That  f hofe  people  that  want  ordjinances,  are  in  a  iad^  and 
depbrabie  condition;  Eph.  ii<  11,  12.  Wherefore  remember 
that  ye  being  in  time  part  Gentiles  in  the  6c(h,  who  are  called, 
uncircumcifion  by  that  which  is  called  the  circumcifioD  in  the 
flefti  made  by  hands  ;  that  t^i  that  time  ye  were  without  Ghril>, 
being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael/ and  ftrangers. 
from  the  covenants  of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  Without 
"God  in  ihe  world. 

Q^  14.  What  is  the  laft  inflrnftion  hence  ? 

A.  That  thofe  that'perifli  in  the  midft  of  ordinances,  and 
means  of  falvation,  will  peri(h  with  aggravated  pefdition  ;  Mat. 
xi-  i3,  And  thou  Capernaum,  which  art  exalted*  unto  heaved, 
(halt  be  brought  down  to  hell :  for  if  the  mighty  works/which 
have  been  done  in  thee,  had  ^een  done  in  Sodom,  it  would 
have  remdined  until  this  day* 

Of  the  W&r  dread  and  heard, 
Ct^cft*  89.  TTOW  is  the  word  made  effeftual  tolalVatfon  ? 

■^^   A.  Ihe  Spirit  rf  God  mdketh  the  readings  hit 
efpeciaUy  the  preaching  of  the  iv'ord,  an  iffi^aimeafis if  con^ 
'  vincing  and  converting  Jthncrs ;  and  building  them  up  in  h^nejs 
and  comfort ^  through  faith  unto  falvation* 

Q.  I.  What  mean  you  by  the  word  ? 

A.   By  the  word  is  meant  the  word  o|  God,  conji^ied  tq 
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lairritiDg  h  the  books  of  the  Old  aod  New  TeOament ;  which 
though  it  be  minifiered  by  men,  yet  is  oo  other  than  the  ire* 
ry  word  of  God»  and  as  fach  to  be  received  ;  i  ThefH  li.  i  j* 
For  this  caule  alfo  thank  we  God  Without  ceafing,  becaole 
when  ye  received  the  word  of  God,  which  ye  beard  of  us»  ye 
received  it  not  as  the  word  of  o^en ;  but  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the 
word  of  God»  6f  • 

C^.  2,  >yhence  is  the  efficacy  of  this  word  ? 

A.  It  is  wholly  from  the  Spirit  of  God  that  it  becomes  efr 
fed^ual  to  any  man*8  ialvation  i  i  Cor.  iii.  6,  7.  I  have  (^lantcd^ 
and  ApoUos  watered,  but  God  gave  the  increafe*  So  then,  nei- 
ther is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  ^at  watereth  ; 
bnt  God  that  giveth  the  increafe. 

(!2^  3.  is  the  reading  of  t^e  Icripture  an  ordinance  of  God 
for  naen's  falvatiob  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  is  ;  Dent.  xvii.  19.  And  it  (hall  be  with  him,  anfl 
he  (hall  feed  therein  all  the  days  of  his  life,  that  he  may  leara 
to  fear  the  I^rd  his  God,  to  keep  all  the  words  of  this  laV, 
and  thefe  ftatutes  to  do  them.  Aod  in  reading  of  it,  Godfome* 
times  coides  in  by  his  Spirit  to  mens  converfion  ;  Afts  viii.  27, 
28,  29.  And  he  arofe  and  went,  aod  behold  a  man  of  Ethiopia, 
an  ennuch  of  great  authority  under  Catodace  queen  of  the  Ethio^ 

Jiaas,  who  had  the  charge  of  all  her  treafure,  and  had  come  to 
erufalem  for  to  worfhip,  was  returning,  and  fitting  in  hi3 
chariot,  read  Ifaias  the  prophet.  Then  the  Spirit  faid  to  Philip, 
Go  near,  and  join  thyfelf  td  this  chariot,  Ac, 

Q.  4.  Is  the  hearing  of  the  word  a  meant  of  falvation  ? 

A.  Yes,  It  is ;  Ha.  Iv.  3.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto 
tne ;  bear,  and  your  foul  (hall  live,  6c.  1  Cor.  i.  2 1 .  It  pleafed 
God,  by  the  foolUhnefs  of  preaching,  to  lave  them  that  believe* 

(^  5.  To  wiiat  end  is  the  word  ufeful  to  men  ? 

A.  The  firft  end  and  ufe  of  the  word  is  to  convince  men  of 
ttdr  fin  and  mifery  out  of  Chrlft ;  i  Cor.  xiv.  14,  25.  But  If 
all  prophefy,  and  tfa^re  come  in  one  that  believeth  not,  or  one 
nolearn^rd,  he  it  convinced  of  all,  he  is  judged  of  all.  And 
thus  are  the  (ecrets  of  his  heart  made  manifeft,  &c» 

t^  6.  What  is  it  ofeful  for,  befides  conviAion  ? 

A.  It  ts  ufefui  for  converfion,  as  well  as  cqoviAioa ;  Pfalm 
Xhi.  7..  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  peifeA,  converting  the  foul, 
%r.  Ads  xkvi.  1 8.  To  turn  them  from  darknefi  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  6c. 

Q^  7.  Doth  the  word  convince  and  convert  all  that  hear  it  ? 
'^A.  No,  but  thofe  only  that  are  ordained  to  eternal  life ;  Aftt 
xSi;  4S.  As  many  as  'were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed. 


104  An  Expophn  of  the  AJf^mblys  Cafich^/m. 

Q.  8.  What  elfe  is  the  word  ufefal  for  ? 

A.  To  boild  op  the  faiots  to  perfeAioo  in  Chrift ;  E|A.  If. 
II,  12,  13.  And  he  g^ve  (bme  apodles,  a&d  fome  prophets,  and 
fooie  evaogeliils,  add  fome  payors  and  teachers ;  for  the  po-fefttag 
jof  the  faiots,  for  the  work  of  the  miaiftry,  for  the  edtfyiog  of 
the  body  of  Chrift  :  till  we  all  come  to  the  noity  of,  d^e/aitb, 
aod  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Soo  of  God,  onto  a  perfeA  mao  ; 
110 to  the  meafare  of  the  (la  tore  of  the  foloefs  of  Chrilf.  AAa 
XX.  32.  Aod  DOW,  brethreo,  I  coma:ieQd  yba  to  God'/ aod  to 
the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  boild  yoo  op,  aiid  give 
jfon  ao  inheritaoce  amoog  all  them  that  are  laoAified. 

Q^  9.  May  the  comoiOQ  people  read  the  fcrtptores  ? 

,A«  Yes,  it  is  a  doty  comms^nded  by  Chrift ;  John  v.  39.  Sesurch 
the  (criptares,,6c.  Aod  commeoded  by  the  appftle;  A  As  xvU. 
II.  Thefe  were  more  ooble  thao  tbofe  in  ThefTilooica,  Id. that, 
jibey  received  the  word  with  all  readioefi  of  mind,  aod  fearched 
the  fcriptores  daily,,  whether  thofe  things  were  fo. 
,     Q    10.  Is  it  their  doty  or  liberty  alfo  to  preach  It  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not;  for  befides  abilities  for  that  work,  there 
moftbeacall;  Rom.  x.  14,  15.  How  Ihall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher  I  aod  how  (hall  they  preach,  except  they  be  feot,  ifc. 

Q:^  1 1.   What  is  the  firft  iDftro.6^ioo  from  hence  f 

li.  That  the  cfojoymeots  of  the  fcriptores,  aod  ao  able  faiths 
fol  mioiftry  to  expound  aod  apply  them,  is  a  fpectal  mercy  id 
'any  pepple ;  Pfalm  cxlvii.  19,  ag.  He  (hewetb  his  word  ooto 
Jacobs  his  flatotes  aod  jodgnseots  noto  Ifrael ;  he  hath  not 
.dealtfo  with  aoy  nation  ;  aod  as  for  his  jodgmcnts  tbey  have 
fiiot  koown  them. 

Q_  12.  What  is  the  fecood  inftroaton  ? 
^  A.   That  men  caooot  expeA  fpecial  aod  fptritnat  blefliogs 
from  God  io  the  wilfol  oegleft  of  the  ordioaoces ;  Prov.  xxviii« 
j^  He  that  toroeth  away  his  ear  from  beariog  the  law,  e?en  bis 
prayer  (ball  be  abominatioo. 

Q^  13,  What  is  the  third  iofereoce  ?  - 

A.  That  fad  is  their  condition,  who  fit  alt  their  iajs  under 
the  word  to  no  purpofe  at  all ;  2  Cor.  iv.  3. 4.  If  oor  gofpd  be 
bid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft  :  io  whom  ^he  god  of  this 
world  hath  blioded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  oot,  kA 
the  light  of  the  glorioos  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of 
God,  (hquld  (hine  ioto  them. 

Q^  i4«  What  is  the  lall  iofereoce  ?  ^ 

A,  That  Chrift*s  ordioaoces  aod  minifters  Qiould  be  sfoA  wel- 
come to  the  people  to  whom  God  feoda  them ;  Ifa.  ifi.  7.  tiow 


^Hf^tifni  vifum  the  mounuins  %tt  the  feet  of  bini  that  hringetb 
gpod  lidaigst  thajt  jmbll&eth  p^ace^  that  {ta&lilhelh  (alvadon) 
tbsit  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  rcignctiu 

Of  tbf  M^mar  tf  Wearing^ 

Qttcft.  9«.  Y  TOW  is  the  word  4o  ht  rctd  ahd  heslrd,  thA 
Jlx  ^^  "^*y l*€^nie  efitrfknal  Xp  iUration  ? 

A.  7*tf#  the  TuorJmay  bedme  ifeRital  tb  faivati^ftj  wemtijt 
iAtfeni  t4)ereunt9  nvfth  diligence^  preparation^  ^nd  frayer^  ri-^ 
ceive  it  with  faith  and  hve^  lay  it  Up  in  mir  heart jy  andprac* 
^tfje  it  in  eur  /ii>es^ 

Q.  I .  If  the  matter  vre  read  or  hear  be  good,  is  not  that  e» 
hougli  for  our  fidvation  i 

•  A.  No,  God.  recfiiires  that  the  irord  be  read  atid  heard  in.  a 
ilue  nHmncr)  and  the  tnaiiner  of  hearing  is  of  Q)ecial  regard 
\rith  God  %  Lukeviii.  i«.  Take  liced  therefore  how  ye  bear,  6it*. 

Q^a/HoMT  many  things  belong  to  the  due  thatitii^rof  hear- 
ing? 

.  A,  Three  Ions  of  duties  belong  to  it ;  fome  antecedent,  ^d 
jNTeparation  and  prayer  -,  ioxne  coneomitant,  as  due  itiligCnce 
tmd  retention  \  and  fome.  fubfequent,  as  pnidice« 

0^3*  What  18  due  preparation  for  hearing? 

A.  It  confifts  in  ferious  confideration  of  the  greattleib  and 
lioiinefs  of  that  God  whom  we  approach  in  hearing  the  word  i 
AEts  X.  33.  Now  therefore  wc  are  all  here  preftnt  bcfcarc  God* 
to  hear  all  things  that  arc  commahded  thee  of  God.  And 
nwingthe  heart  even  to  a  degree  of  holy  trcmblitig  thereby  t 
Ifa.  Ixvi.  2.  To  him  will  I  look,  erett  to  him  that  is  potnr  atid  of 
<i  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  ar  my  word. 

<^  4.  What  is  the  principal  confideration  tbtis  to  awe  the 
4ieart?     f 

A.  The  word  ts  in  its  own  nature  an  hcart-fearchirtg  word  ^ 
Heb.  it,  7  2.  For  the  word  of  God  is  qnick  ahd  powerful,  and 
iDiarpcr  than  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the  divid* 
ing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  marroWy 
«nll  is  a  d^ccrncr  of  the  thoughts  and  iments  of  the  heart. 
Andthatdrcntually  it  will  be  the  favour  of  life  or  death  to  us  ; 
a  Cor.  iu  ft).  To  the  one  wc  arc  the  favour  of  death  uittb 
.death ;  and  to  the  other  the  farour  of  life  uxito  life,  <irc. 

Q;^  S-  What  clfc  belongs  to  due  preparation  to  hear  ? 

A.  ThedifeWgingof  the  heart  from  worldly  cares ;  Matdi. 
•atiii.  7.  And  fome  fdl  among  thorns,  and  the  thorns  fprang  up 
apdchoaked  them.     Atid  carnal  hifts ;  James  i^  at.  Wbere- 

Vci^  vm.  .0 
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(ore  lay.  apart  all  filthiiie£s  and  fuperfluity  of  naughtinefs,  sTbd 
receive  with  meeknefs  the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  abte  td 
'fave  your  fouls. 

Qi  6.  What  is  the  third  a£l  of  due  preparation  ? 

A.  Longing  after  the  word  for  further  communications  of 
grace  by  it;  i  Pet.ii.  2.  As  new-born  babes  defire  the  Cn* 
cere  milk  of  the  word>  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.  Ifa.  ii.  3. 
And  many  people  fliaU  go  and  lay,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up 
to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths : 
for  but  of  Zionihallgo  forth  the  law,,  and  the  word  ofth^ 
Lord  from  Jerufalem. 

Q^  7.   W  hat  is  the  fecond  antecedent  duty  of  hearing  ? 

A.  Prayer  is  an  antecedent  duty  to  hearing  the  word,  and 
that  both  for  the  affiftancc  of  the  minifter;  2  Theff.  iii.  i. 
Finally,  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may 
have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified,  even  asit  is  with  ybu.  And 
our  own  illuipination ;  Ffalm  cxix.  18.  Open  thou  mine 
eyes,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law.  . 

0^8.  What  elfe  fhould  we  pray  for? 

A.  That  God  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  with  the  word,,  acr 
Wording  to  thatpromifc,  Prov.  i.  23,  1  will  pour  out  my  Spi- 
rit upon  you,  I  will  make .  ktiown  my  words  unto  you,. 

Q^  9..  Doth  unpreparednefs  for  the  word  always  hinder  its 
^cfBcacy  on  the^heart  ?    : 

A.  No>  God  fonjctimes  is  found  of  them  that  fought  him 
not  5  Ifa.  Ixv.  !•  I  was  found  of  them  that  fought  me  nqt,  ^c 
But  it  jis  a  fin  to  neglect  it,  and  needs  a  pardon  of  God. 

C^i  o.  What  is  the  ^rft  motive  to  prepare  for  folemn  duties  ? 

A-  That  it  .argues  the  fincerity  of  the  heart,  and  in  that 
cjfe  God  will  be  merciful  to  infirmities  \  2  Chron.  xxx.  18^ 
19.  For  a  multitude  of  the.  people, ,  even  a  multitude  of  Eph- 
raim  and  Manafieh^  IfTachar  and  Zebulun,  bad  not  frleaDiisd 
themfelves,  yet  dideat  the  paffoyer,  but  not  as  it  is  written.; 
wherefore  Hezekiah  prayed  for  them,  faying,  The  good  Lord 
be  merciful  towards  him  that  prepareth  bis  whole  heait  to 
feek  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  his  fathers,  though  h^  be  not 
cleanfed  according  to  the  purification  of  the  fanSuary. 

Q^  I.I.  What  is  the  fecond  motive  ?  . . 

A.  It  Is  a  fweet  fign  that  God  will  make  that  duty  fuccefsful 
for  which  the, heart  is  prepared  ;  Pfalm  x.  17.  Thou  preparcft 
,  their  heart ;  thou  bended  thine  ear  to  them. 

(^ !  2.  What  is  the  third  motive  to  preparation  ? 

A.  The  maieftyahdjealoiify  of  God,  to  whom  we  approach, 
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tjbligcs  us  to  folemn  perparation  s  Heb.  xix.  28,  29.  Whereby 
we  may  ferve  God  acceptably^  with  reverence  and  godly  fear4 
for  our  God  is  a  confuming  fire. 

(^  13 .  But  muft  a  man  negleft  the  duty,  if  his  heart  be  not 
duly  prepared  for  it  ? 

A.  No  \  for  that  would  be  to  add  a  new  fin  to  a  former,  and 
aggravate  it  the  more, 

Qj^  14-  In  what  manner  muft  the  prepared  heart  go  to  the 
word  ? 

A.  Not  in  dependance  on  its  own  preparations,  but  upon 
the  Spirit's  afliftance ;  Pfalm  Ixxi.  16.  I  will  go  forward  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  ifc. 

Q.  15.  What  is  the  firft  a£l  of  faith  due  to  the  word  ? 

A«  The  afienting  a£^  of  faith  is  required  to  the  word  read  or 
preached,  whereby  we  acknowledge  it  to  be  of  divine  autho- 
rity; 2Tim.  iii.  16.  All  fcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of 
God,  and  is  profitable  for  do£trihe,  for  reproof,  for  correfti- 
on,  for  inftrudioii  in  righteoufnefs ;  2  Peter  i.  21.  For  the 
prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  :  but  holy 
men  of  God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  holy  Ghoft, 

Q^i6.  What  is  the  fecond  aft  of  faith  required  of  us  i 

A.  An  applying  aft  of  faith  is  alfo  required  of  us ;  Rom. 
XV.  4.  For  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were 
written  for  our  learning,  that  we  through  patience  and  com- 
fort of  the  fcriptures  might  liave  hope. 

Qi  17.  What  is  die  nrft  end  in  applying  the  word  ? 

A.  It  is  firft  to  be  applied  to  our  conviftion  both  of  fin  and- 
mifery ;  Aflts  ii.  37.  JS'ow  when  they  heard  this,  they  were 
pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  faid  unto  reter,  and  to  the  reft  of 
the  apoftles.  Men  and  brethren,  what  ftiall  we  do  ? 

q.  18.  What  is  the  fecond  end,  or  ufe  of  applying  it  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  applied  for  our  guidance  and  direftion  to 
Chrift  5  John  vi.  45.  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  h<;ard, 
and  hath  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me. 

Q/  19.  What  is  the  third  ufe  to  which  it  muft  be  applied  ?  ' 

A.  We  muft  apply  it  for  our  direftion  through  the  whole 
coarfe  of  Chriftian  duties  ;  2  Pet.  i.  19.  We  have  alfo  a  more 
fare  word  of  prophecy ;  whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take 
heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  fliineth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the 
■day  dawn,  and  the  day-ftar  arife  in  your  hearts. 
*    Q;^2o.  What  other  ufe  miift  we  apply  it  to  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  applied  for  our  comfort  in  all  inward  and  out* 
vard  troubles  j  Roiii.  xv.  4.  For  whatfoever  things  were  writ*- 

0^2  V       •  •     . 


XMU  afinretime,  irere  written  for  our  leamiagt  that  wc  duFOQ^ 
-   i^ience  apd  comfort  of  the  fcripturei  might  ba've  hope. 

Q^  2 1  •  On  what  account  are  we  to  receive  it  with  love  ? 

A.  We  are  to  love  it  for  i|s  author^  ia]ce,  becavfe  it  in  the 
word  of  God ;  Pfalm  cxix.  1 59,  "Con&der  bow  I  love  thy  fJtr^ 
cepts,  ^. 

<^  22.  What  is  thefecond  motive  of  love  to  the  word  i 

A*  The  holineft  and  p^ty  of  i^  ^^feryes  and  engagei;  our 
love  to  It  I  Ffalm  cxix.  140.  Thy  word  is  very  pure :  ther€>- 
4<('^  (by  fei^aat  loveth  i^ 

C^  23.  What  is  the  thif  d  motive  to  engage  omr  love  to.  it  ? 

A.  The  great  and  conftant  ufefulnefs  of  it  to  oi;r  fouls,  as. 
(hat  we  cannot  fub^ift  without  1  Job  so^iii.  12.  I  have  efteem- 
^  the  irords  pf  bis  month  pioredian  my  ne^^^aij  food. 

Qj^  24*  How  doth  this  love  up  the  word  maaifeft  itfelf  i 

A*  CXur  lov«  v^fefts  itfetf  in  our  h>nging  after  i%  ^  P(alm 
jciix.  20-  My  fiml  breakedi  Amt  the  longing  that  it  bath  unto 
■fhy  judgments  at  all  times.  Que  diligent  attendance  on  it  ;^ 
A^  a^.  33*  |m|Dedtately  tbereifore  I  fent  noto  thee,  ami  thou 
haft  well  done  riiat  thou  art  fpme*  Now  therefore  are  we  aS 
,  here  pref^t  IM^fe  Gc^d]|  p^  |iear  fll  thin|s  that  ^e  command-^ 
od  tbee  of  God. 

q^  25"  H<yw  is  flM(  su^  )<>^  ^^^nce4  to  the  word  af^ 
bearing  it?  ^ 

A.  By  preferring  it  carefully  in  onr  heaf^  and  mefnories^ 
Pfalm  cbcixf   ii^  Tt^y  wordb^velhid  rn  my  beart^  tbati 
,     «»igbt  xsof  fin  againft  thee* 

/    <^  26.  What  is  the  heft  cure  for  a  bad  memory  i 

A.  Labour  to  get  an  bigb  eflj^m  of  it,  and  an  experimait4 
feeling  of  it,  and  frequently  n^editate  on  it;  Pfalm  qdx«  i6» 
i  win  delight  n^yielf  in  thy  lUtutes:  I  will  not  forget  thy  word. 
Pfalm cxix.  93.  I  will  never  forget  thy  precepts;  for  with 
tbem  thou  haft  quickened  me.  PbUn  cxix«.  99*  Thy  teftimon 
nies  iire  my  meditation. 

q;  27.  How  is  faith  and  lofve  principally  manifefted  fo  the 
word  after  hearing  2 

A  It  is  principally  manifefted  by  bringing  forth  the  fruits 
^f  it  in  our  lives  ^  Col.  i.  5,  6.  For^he  hope  which  is  laid  up 
faryou  in  heaven,  wbereof  ye  heard  before  in  the  w^prd  of  the 
Ijruth  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  come  unto  yon,  as  it  is  in  alt  the 
world,  and  bringeth  |brth  fruit>  as  it  doth  alfo  in  you,  fince 
4b^day  ye  heard  of  it,  and  knew  the  grace  of  God  in  truth* 

^s  28.  What  is  the  ufc  of  all  this? 

4^  Tfaiij;  fenes  to  reprove  our  formal  and  dead  hearing  iht. 
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WKI9  tod  excitei  us  all  to  cyideuce  and  exerci^  m^re  biih% 
]oTe»  and  obedience,  in  bearing  it. 

Of  SacratnentSi  as  Means  of  Sahathn. 

QwiiL^u  T  TOW  do  the  facnunents  become  cffeAual 

XHL     lA^s^fi  ^  (alvatioii  ? 

A.  TbeJacraminU  heconu  i^eiiual  means  sf  falvaticm^  not 
fhmany  virtui  in  tkem^  or  in  bisn  that  doth  admin\/ier  them, 
hit  only  hy  the  hlejfmg  ^  Cbrifi^  and  the  working  rf  his  Sfirif 
in  them  that  fy  faith  receive  them. 

Q.  I.  What  is  the  firft  proper  fenfe  of  this  word  iacrament  i 

A.  It  primarily  figaifies  a  iblemn  oath  takes  by  ibldtcrs^ 
when  they  lift  themfelvea  under  a  prince  or  general ;  and  this 
iBath  w|S  mutual. 

Q^  2,  Why  do  we  uie  it,  iiseing  it  is  not  a  fcripture  word  ? 

A.  Though  the  word  be  not  found  in  fcripture,  yet  the 
diing  intended  by  it  is,  and  that  brings  the  yrcvd  in  uife :  for 
in  the  facraments  God  obliges  falmfelf  to  us  by  confirmine  his 
covenant  by  it ;  Rom.  iv.  1 1.  And  he  received  the  fign  of  cir- 
cumciiion,  a  feal  icrf'the  righteoufneis  of  the  faith,  which  he 
bad  yet  being  uncircumcifed  :  that  he  might  be  the  father  of 
^tbem  that  believe,  though  they  be  not  circumcifed }  that 
righteooihdb  might  be  imputed  umo  them  alfo.  And  we  o* 
]>lige  ourfelves  to  God  i  Rom.  vi.  3,  4.  Know  ye  not  that  fi> 
many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Chrift,  were  baptized  into 
his  death  i  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into 
death,  that  like  as  Chrift  was  raifed  up  from  the  dead  by  the  - 
glory  of  the  Father)  even  to  we  alfo  (hould  walk  in  newneis  of 
Jife. 

Q^  3.  What  is  here  meant  by  falvation  ? 

A.  By  £alvation  is  meant  our  complete  and  final  deliverance 
^m  fin  and  mi&ry,  both  temporal  and  eternal.  From  fiot 
Mattli  i..  2 1 .  For  he;  (hall  fave  his^people  from  their  fii^s.  From 
mifery,  I  Thef.  i.  10.  Even  Jefus  who  delivereth  us  from 
the  wnith  to  come^ 

<^  4.  What  is  a  mean  of  falvation  ? 

A.  A  mean  of  falv^ftion  fignifies  any  appointment  of  God, 
whereby  he  promotes  and  accomplifhes  his  defign  of  faviof 
our  fouls  ',  fo  the  word  is  a  mean  ;  Rom.  i.  16.  For  I  am  not 
aihamed  of  the  goipel  of  Chrift,  for  it  is  die  power  of  God  un- 
to  ialvatioo,  to  every  one  that  believeth^ 

Q^  5.  How  doth  the  word  and  facraments  didSn*  as  meam  of 
{^Ivatioh?  ,  - 

A?  'fhe  word  is  appojiiited  to  be  tfa^  grft  mmxi  of  bfigcajr 
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-faith ;  i  Cor.  iii.  5.  Who  then  is  Paul  ?  And  who  is  Apollos  ? 

But  minifters  by  whom  ye  believed,  ifc.  Sacraments  are  tafeal 

and  confirm  it ;  Rom.  iv.  i  j .  And  he  received  the  fign  of  cir- 

cumciiion,  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  eSrc. 

'     Q^  6.  What  is  meant  by  an  efFedlual  mean  of  falvation  ? 

A.  By  an  efFe£bual  mean,  is  meant  fuch  a  me^i  a^  fully  obtains 
and  a<icompIi{hes  the  end  it  was  appointed  for,  i  ThciT.  iu  13. 
'Becaufe  when  ye  received  the  word  of  God,  which  ye  heard  of 
lis,  ye  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  men ;  but  (as  it  is  in  truth) 
the  word  of  God,  which  effectually  worketh  alfo  in  you  that 
believe; 

Qj^  7.  Do  fiot  all  the  means  of  f^vation  prove  tStQtxxal  to 
men  ^  ' 

Al  Though  the  means  of  falvation  prove  effe£lual  to  all 
God's  eleS,  yet  they  are  fo  not  to  others  ;  A£l:s  :cxviii.  23,  24, 
And  when  they  had  appointed  him  a  day,  there  came  many  to 
him  into  his  lodging,  to  whom  he  expounded  and  teftified  the 
kingdom  of  God,  perfuading  them  concerning  Jefus,  both 
out  of  the  law  of  Mofcs,  and  out  of  the  prophets,  from  morn- 
ing till  evening.  And  fomc  believed  the  things  which  were 
^ken,  and  iome  believed  not. 

Q.  8.  Do  not  the  facraments  fave  all  that  partake  of  them  ? 

A.  No,  they  do  not ;  baptifm  may  pafs  on  a  caft-away ; 
\KSts  viii.  23.  For  I  perceive  that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bit- 
•temefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  And  the  Lord's  fupper 
^may  be  received  unworthily  5  i  Cor.  xii  27.  Wherefore,  who- 
'foever  fhall  eat  this  biead,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  un- 
worthily, {hall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  Udod  of  the  Lord. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  reafon  they  prove  not  efFeftual  to  all  .^    * 

A.  Becaufe  their  virtue  and  efBcacy  is  not  in  themfelves, 
'but  in  God  5  for  we  fee  they  work  as  God's  Spirit  concurs,  or 
'not  concurs  with  them,  as  in  the  inftance  before  given. 
'     Q;^  ^^'  ®^t  *^  not  that  for  Want  of  wifdom,  holinefs,  or  zeal 
in  the  minifter,  that  they  have  no  more  eflGcacy  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not  principally,  or  only  from  thence;  fof  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  the  holieft  minifter  in  the  world  to  mak& 
them  effedual ;  i  Gor.  iii.  7.  Neither  is  he  that  planteth  any 
ihirig,  neither  he  that  watereth  j  but  God  that  giveth  the  in- 
creafe. 

Q^  1 1.  Whence  is  it  that  facrajnents  become  effefkual  ? 
;     A.  It  is  only  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  working  in  themi 
and  by  them  on  the  fouls  of  men  5  i  Cor.  xii.  13.  For  by  one 
Spirit  are  we  all  bapti^zed  into  one  bodj)*— and  have  been  all 
'iftade  to  drink  into  ^^c  Spirit. 
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Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  firftinftfudion  hence  ? 

A.  That  men  enjoying  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel^  and 
partaking  of  the  facraments  annexed  to  the  covenant  of  gracCf 
may  yet  perifti  for  ever  5  1  Cor.  x.  3,  4,  5.  And  did  all  eat  the 
famefpiritual  meat;  isnd  did  all  drink  the  fame  fpirttual  drink; 
(for  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock  that  followed  them  :  and' 
that  tock  was  Chrift).  But  with  ma^y  of  them  God  was  not 
Veil  pleafcd :  for  they  were  overthyfewn  in  the  wildemefe } 
Luke  »ii.)26f  27.  Then  (hall  ye  begijn  to  fay,  we-havc  eaten" 
and  drunk  in  thy  prefence,  and  thou  haft  taught  in  our  ftreets.' 
l&at  he  Ihall  fay>  I  tell  you,  I  know  you  not  whence  you  are  ;. 
depart  from  me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity. 

Qj^  ]  3.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  men  ihould  not  idolize  fome  mintfters  for  the  ex* 
tellency  of  their  gifts,  and  defpife  others,  feeing  it  is  not  in 
them  to  make  the  means  eff'e£lual* 

(^  I4»  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  in  all  our  attendence  upon  the  means  of  falvattonv 
we  ihould  be  careful  to  beg  the  Spirit  and  blefling  of  Chrift* 
without  which  they  cannot  be  effe<^ual  to  our  falvation. 

Of  the  Nature  of  Sacraments^ 

Qjeft.  92.  'X'JITHat  is  a  facrament  ?  j 

Y  Y  A.  A  facrament  is  an  My  ordinance  /«- 
ftitutedby  Chrifi ;  ivherem  by  fenfible  fignsy  Chrift  ^ndthe  be^ 
nejits  of  the  new  covenant  are  reprefentedy  feaUd^  and  applied 
to  believers  • 

<^  I.  How  many  fort^  of  (acr^n^ents  are  found  in  fcripture  ? 

A.  Of  facraments  there  are  two  forts,  fome  extraordinary 
andtranfienty  as  the  fiery,  pillar,  manna,  and  water  out  of  the 
rock;  i  Cor.  x.  i,  2,  3,  4.  Moreover,  brethren,  I  would  not 
that  ye  (houldbe  ignorant,  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  un- 
der the  cloud,  and  all  pafied  through  the  fea  ;  and  were  all 
baptized  unto  Mofes  in  the  cloud,  and  iii  the  fea ;  and  did  all 
eat  the  (ame  fpiritual  meat;  and  did  all  drink  the  fame  fpiri*. 
tual  drink ;  (for  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock  that  followed 
them ;  and  that  rock  was  Chrift.)  And  fome  ordinary  and 
ftanding,  as  circumcifion  and  the  paflbver,  before  Chrift ;  and 
baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  fince  Chrift's  death. 

<^  2.  How  many  things  are  tp  be  confidered  in  every  £1* 
crament? 

A.  In  every  facraipent  five  things  muftbe  confidered^  (i.) 
The  author.  (2*)  The  parts.  (3.)  The  union  of  thofe  paits. 
:(40  Thefttbjefl^.  (5.)  The  ends  andufcsof  it. 


■/ 


tft  Jt^  E^pqfiti&n  ^  the  Apmhl/s  daUchijk' 

Q^  3,  Who  is  is  the  author  of  the  facrasieitts  ? 

A.  The  Lord  Jefus  Cbiift  as  King  of  the  diorcfayby  wholii 
fole  authority  baptifm  was  inftituted ;  Matth.  zxyiii.  tp^aoi 
Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations^  baptfling  tbem  in  th^ 
name  of  the  Fatheri  and  of  the  Son>  and  of  the  Holy  Gboft  t 
Teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things,  whatfoever  JLhaTe  com* 
manded  you,  ire.  And  the  Lord's  fupper ;  s  Cor«  xi.  23, 24. 
For  I  have  received  (rf^the  Lord  that  which  alfo  I  detirered  im<> 
X»  you,  th;^  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was 
betrayed,  took  br^ad,  and  when  he  bad  given  thanks,  he  brake 
bf  and  faid,  take,  eat,  this  ts  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you : 
This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

0^4.  Are  the  old  facraments  yet  in  being  and  ufe  in  the 
church  ? 

A.  No,  they  arepafled  away,  and  the  •^new^eome  in  thdr 
room.  Baptifm  takes  place  of  circumcifion  ;  CoL  ii.  1 1,  12. 
In  whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with  the  cii cumcifion  made 
without  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  Aeih 
by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift ;  buried  with  him  in  bapcifm,  ira 
And  the  Lord's  fupper  of  the  pafibver ;  1  Cor.  v.  7.  Pujcge 
out  therefore  the  old  leaven,  that  ye  may  be  a  new  lump,  as 
ye  are  unleavened,  for  even  Chrift  our  panover  is  facrificed  for 
us. 

Q.  y.  Of  what  parts  doth  every  facrament  confift  ? 

A.  Evejy  facrament  confifts  of  two  parts,  one  extenial  and 
earthly  v  another  internal  and  heavenly,  or  fpiritual.  '  Bread, 
wine,  and  water,  are  the  externa),  Chrift's  blood  and  Spirit  the 
internal  pans ;  Rom.  vi.  3.  Know  ye  not,  that  fo  many  of  u^ 
as  were  baptized  into  Jefus  Chrift,  were  baptized  into  his 
death  i  i  Cor.  xi«  25.  This  cup  is  the  new  teftament  in  my 
blood,  ttrc. 

0^6.  Wherein  confifts  the  facramental  union  of  thofc  parts  f 

A.  It  cosififtB,  by  virtue  of  Chrift's  inftitution,  in  three 
things;  (1.)  In  apt  fignifidation.  (a.)  Firm  obfigniition. 
And,  (3.)  Real  exhibition  of  thebleffings  figntfied  and  fealedA 

(^  7.  What  are  the  bleflings  figntfied  by  water  in  baptifm  f 

A.  It  fignifies  our  implatvtation  into  Chrift,  and  communis 
on  with  him  in  his  death  and  refurneftion  ;  Rom,  vi.  4.  There- 
fore we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death,  that  like  al 
Qirift  was  raifed  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father  \ 
even  fo  we  alfo  fliould  walk  in  newneis  of  life»  And  our  fo* 
lemn  admiffion  into  the  vifible  church  5  Gal.  iii.  26,  27,  28, 
29*  For  ye  are  ail  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Chrift,  hmt  ^ 


^  jih  Sxpt^itm  if  tie  Jffmtfy^s  duciijk  *  It^ 
<DlACIirift.  There  is  tteitht:  jew  inojr  Greeks  there  is  neither 
bond  nor  free,  there  is  heither\nale  hoir  female :  For  ye  are 
^one  in  Cbrift  Jefiis.  And  if  ye  be  CSirii^si  th«ii.  a^e  yt 
Abcsdiam'^  feed^  ahd  heiils  adcordittg  to  the  ptoitiiife. 

C^  $.  Whdfc  Hrk  ti«f  hieffings  figmfiedby  bread  ahd  wme  ? 

A.  They  figiiify  Chirift's  body  and  bloody  broketi  and  potur^ 
M  out  fer  ur,  witih  aftth«  blefflnfs  of  remiflion^  peace,  and  (al* 
Vation,pttrchafed  by  his  blood  ;  i  Cor.  s.  i6,  17.  The  tup  (^ 
Meflbg^  which  we  bitft^  h  it  net  the  cominuiiion  of  the  Uood 
of  Chrift  i  The  biread  which  we  btoik^  is  it  not  the  communioA 
of  the  body  of  Chrift  f  For  We  beiitg  many,  are  one  hitsid^ 
a&d  o^  body  1  for  we  s^e  ill  partakers  of  that  one  bread. 

Q^  9.  Do  the  faiiSramefiti)  feal,  ais  well  as  figtiify  tbefe  thiiim  f 

A.  Ttes,  they  do }  Roni.  iy.  ti.  And  he  received  the  figil 
bf  ciicnmcifioil,  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefi  of  the  fidth^  6^r« 
^%eir  ufe  is  to  confirm  Ood^s  ciovenant  with,  believers. 

Q^  Id.  Who  are  the  proper  Aibieds  of  the  faerameiiits  ^ 

A.  Believers,  and  their  feed^  are  the  (hbjeds  of  baptifih^  hvit 
lidult  Ghriftiahl^  ohly  of  ttie  Lprd^s  fupper  ;  A£irii.  38,  39; 
Hepent,  and  be  baptised  eVeiy  one  df  you ;  for  the  promife  is 
bnto  you^  and  to  ^uf  childretl>  eVeii  as  many  aithe  Loird  oaf 
God  Ihali  call,  i  Gor.  ti.  tB.  But  let  a  hiah  ermine  himfel^ 
tod  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  bread)  and  drink  of  that  cup. 

Q^  1 1  /  What  is  thie  main  ufe  aild  end  of  fiicramenta  f 
:  A.  R  is  to  ratify  and  confirm  Ood^S  covenant  with  belieVerk  ; 
Itom;  iv.  if.  And  he  reteived  the  Rgh  of  cirtutncifion,  k 
feal  of  the  righteoufiieft  of  the  faith  which  he  had^y^  bein|( 
tttcirtnmcifed)  ^.  i^Cor.  ki.  i6\  For  is  often  as  ye  eat  thiH 
bread,  and  drink  this  cUp^  ye  do  (hew  the  Lbnl's  deatif  tilMlt 

Q/  i  4;  What  is  the  firfl  ihftriifiion  from  hence  ? 
,  A;  That  t^e  abufe  vi  fuch  holy  and  fdciAn  myftHti^s  is  A 
JBn  of  dreadful  aggravation,  atid  fiith  as  God  wilt  puhiih  \ 
t  CoTi  %h  tj^  Whcrrfbt^,  i^hofoever  fliall  eafc  this  breads  ah4 
drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unwoithily,  fliall  be  guilty  of  th* 
body  abd  blo6d  of  the  Lordv 
Q»^  13.  What  is  the  fecortd  idfb^^^ion  ?  , 

A.  Hehee  we  teahi  the  tehder  care  and  loVe  of  (Cihrift  oy^l 
^  church,  iik  ihftituting  flich  hfeful  aidd  cotofoctablc  otig^ 
tUiiciis  £Mr  us; 

Vet;  VHk  JP 


Of  the  Nvmher  fif  Sacraments* 

Qucft.  93^  "XXTHich  are  the  facraments  of  the  New  Tcfta^ 
W       mcnt? 

A#  The  facraments  (fthe  I^ew  Tefiament  are^  haptifmy  and  , 
the  Lard's  fupper. 

.    Q^i.  How  many  facraments  bath  Chrift  appointed  ui  th« 
New  Teftamcnt  I       •       ■ 

.    A.  Chrift  hath  appointed  twoy  ajid  no  in«fe  $  thefe  being 
Efficient  for  our  inkiatioB  and  co^firmatioa.^    - 

Q^  2.  How  many  have  the  Papifts  added  to  them  ?     .        > 

A.  They  have  added  five  more;  wz*  Confirmation^  fe»r 
fiance,  ordination)  marriage^,  and  extreme  un^ftionw 

Q^  3.  Whs^  is  their  facrament  of  confirmation  I 

A.  It  is  the  anointing  of  the  baptized  with  chrifm  m  the 
fore-litadv  with  thi^  form  of  ivocds ;  i  fign  thee  with  the.  figa 
ipf  the  crofS)  and  confirm  thee  with  the  chriim  ef  ialvation^  in 
the  name  of  the  Father^  Son,  and  holy  Ghoft. 

Q^  4.  "What  is  their  ground  for  this  pra£Uce  I 
,  ,    A.  Tlaeabufe  of  that  Scripture,  Heb.  vi.  2.  OfthedoGrioe 
pi  baptifmsy  and  laying  on  of  hands,  iyC'  whitby  by  a  figure 
atiye  fpeech,  ^xpreflctl  the  whpid  ftanding;  miniftry  in  the 
church,.by  laying  on  of  hands.  .       .       ^/ 

Qj^  J,  What  is  their  faci^ament  of  pex^nance  ? 
;  A.  It  is  repentance  manifefted  by  outward,  figns^  to  which 
^heword  of  abfolutiiHi  eoming,  makes  it  a  facrament^  mi]^ 
tgroundfdon- John.xx.  21*  Whofe  foever  fins  ye  remit,  they 
are  remitted  unto  th^m  y  and  whofe  (bever  fins  ye  retain^  they 
fre  retained. 

Q^  6.  What  18  their  facrament  of  orders,  or^ordination  ?    ., 

A.  It  is  the  laying  <^n^o{  hands^in  ordination  c^  mimfters^  bf 
^hich  they  conceive  fpiritual  grace  is  given  ^  bynniflake  of 
a  Timy  X.  6^  Wherefore  I  put  thee  in  remembraiice,  that  thpu* 
ftir  u;^  the  gift  of  God  which  is  in  i;bee>  by  the  putting  on  of 
J9iy  hands.  .      ;  . 

Q^  7.  What  is  their  fourth  fupeffadded  fecr?iment  I    *         j 

A.  It  is  marriage,  grolmded  upon  thofe  words  .of  tbe.a* 
foftlcj  Eph:  V.  32.  Thi§  is  a  great  myftery  \  but  I  fpeak  con- 
cerping  Cbriftand  thechurcb.  •  Which  only  (hews  a  fimilitude; 
of  ouii  union  with  Chrift,  not  an  inifituted  fign  to  that  end^.  ^ 

Q^  8.  What  is  their  fifth  fuperadded  facrament  ? 

A.  Extreme  unftion,  or  anS&inting  the  fick,  nejuj  death,:^th- 
confecrated  oil,  grounded  on  Mark  vi..  13^  And  anointed! 
with  oil  many  Uiat  were  Cek|  and  healed  them.    And  Jamesi 


Atk  txppjitiiin  iftheAjemhly^s  Catet^ijm.  '  nj 

:^.  I4«  Is  any  fick  among  you  ?  Let  him  call  fbr  the  elders 'o£ 
Aie*  church,  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with 
oil  iu  the  name  of  the  Loi^  Which  are  neither  facramental 
lites,  nor  of  ordinary  ftanding  ufe  in  the  church,  but  extra* 
4nrdinary,  and  tempiorary  for  that  agCp 

(^  9.  What  learn  we  hence  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn,  how  apt  men  are  to  corrupt  God^  ordi* 
imnces,  by  thehr  fupeiftftious  additions^  Matth.  xv;  9.  Teach* 
mg  for  do£hrine$  the  commandments  of  men. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  fecond  iiiftru£iion  hence  ? 

A.  Howjuft  and  necefiary  our  feparation  from  Rome  is,  wha 
have  grofj^y  corrupted  God's  ordinances,  and  left  mm  no  other 
remei^}  Rey»xiii,6.  And  he  opened  his  mouth  iiiblafphemy 
againftCckl,  to  blafpheme  his  name,  amdhis  tabernacle,  and 
^^m  that  dweU  jir  heaven. 
•   9;.  1 1.  What  is  the  third  infirudion  ? 

A.  That  the  reformation  of  religion  is  an  invaluable  mer^y^ 
a  great  Aefiirerance  from  fpiritual  bondage ;  Rev.  xi.  19.  And 
the  te0)ple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven,  Smd  there  was  feeh 
hi  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  teftameht :  and  there  were  light* 
nings,  and  voipes^  ajpd  thunderings,  and  an  eairthquake,  and 
great  hail. 

Qj^  1 2.  What  is  the fovnh  inftru£Hon  ?  . 
'  A.  That  Y^i&tQt  fhall  certainly  fall,  and  all  her  adherents,  for 
the  horrid  ii^ufy  done  by  them  to  Chrift,  smd  the  fouls  of  men  ; 
Rev.  xviii«  20,  %\^  Rqoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye 
holy  apoft]^  and  prophets  \  for  God  b^th  ayenged  you  on  hen. 
And  a  mighty  angel  took  tip  a^tone  like  a  gr^at  milAone^ 
9nd  caft  it  into  the.ffsa,  faying.  Thus  with  violence  (hall  that 
great  6x^  BabyloDi  be  thro'^n  down,  and  fiiali  be  found  no 
more  at  all. 

Of  Baptifm. 

%eft.  94.  "XTl  TH»t  is  baptifm  ? 

W  A.  Baptifin  is  a/acramenti  wherein  the 
iva/bing  with  water  j  in  the  name  of  the  Fat  her  y  and  of  the  Sortf 
and  of  the  holy  Ghoft^  dothfignify  and  feal  our  ingrafting  into 
Hhrifiy  and  partaking  of  the  ben^ts  of  the  covenant  of  grace  i  and 
mr  engagement  to  he  the  Lord^f, 

(^  I.  What  is  the  external  part  of  baptifm  ? 

A.  It  is  pure  unrnixed  water ;  Hcb.  x.  22.  And  our  bodies 
"wafhed  with  pure  water.  And  therefcn-e  it  is  a  vile  pradice  rf 
^s^ifi^  to  ^dd  oil«  fait>  and  fpittle,  to  water^  iii  baptifm* 


Q^2.  What  dbch  water  in  Inpdfin  Gguify  i 

A.  Itii|;&ifiesthebloodof  Chrift;  Rev.  t.  5.  Umoblm  th^t^ 
]pycd  U8j  and  waihcd  iis  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood. 
'  Q^.  What  is  the  £rft  refcmUance  it  hath  to  Chrift>  hlood  I 

A.  In  the  freenefs  of  it  to  all|  it  reprefeiats  the  unpurchaied 
blood  of  Chrift ;  Ua.  lir.  x.  Ho»  eyioy  on^  that  ^Wrftethi'coine 
ye  to  the  waters';  and  he  that  hath  no  oioheyf  come  j^ci  buy, 
9lid  eat;  yea^  comey'bviy  wine  and  inilkt  yi^out  moneyy  ^n^ 
Without  piic6.' 

Q.  4.  What  is  the  fecond  refemblanc^  to  Chiift"^  ^<^  ^ 
,   A*  It'  rcfeqiUc^  it  in  it^  refre{hit\g  quality ;  water  refiiefllieth 
die  thirftyi  tbipKh  ChVift's  blood  j  Johri  n^  35.  He  ^t^t  ^w^- 
(iereth  oh' me,  (hall  hevcf  thirft.    - 
;  Q^.  W  h5it  is  tWe  thirdVefemblance  it  lath  to  (^hrif^s  hlopd^ 

A.  The  cilcanfing  property  of  w^tcr/fheFS  i^^  PW^Y^!^ 
yirtue  of  Chrift  Vblo<>d  ;  Heb;  ix.  14.  How  mugb  more  Q^zS 
the  bipod  of  Chrii^y  who  through  th,e  eternal  Stpin%t  pSere^hitn- 
(elf  without  fpbt  to  (jrod»  j^jtge  your  confcience  fr^m  dea<j[" 
irorks,  ^  feoe  the  liviHg  God? 

6.  What  is  the  fourth'  reiemblaqce  it  hath  to  Qirift'^ 


A.  Itrefembles  i^  in  the  neceffity  of  it :  For  as  the  body, 
caunot  live  without  waoer,  lb  neither  c^  iht  fouj,  without 
^3irift's  blood ;  |Ieb.  ix.  i^.  It  \rzs  there^rc^siece&ry  that 
|he  patterns  of  things  in  the  heavenis  dioulid  be  piiri^e^  witb 
thefey  but  the  heaTenly  thipgs  themfelvos  with  better  f^i^rifices' 
|ihan  thefe,  '^  •*•    ■  •     ,?'•.'•■'      .  ,.  ^  .    .  .   .-    ' -    ..- 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  fifth  refemblanc^  of  water  to  the  blood  of 
(phnR?   "  •  ^^;-^'-^^'^=  •  -  •.-.i- >:-.:^  :  -..-       -  . 

,  i^.  ^  wat^r  n<eiijier  refreflieth  nor  purifies  the  body  without 
application ;  fb  neither  idotli  Chriil's  blood'  refrefh  or  purifr^ 
tihc  iFoul  idll  applied ;  1  Cor.  i-  3*0.  But  of  him  axe  yc  in  Chriu 
Jefus,  who  of  Qod  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  rightepuiheis, 
and  fan«£lificatidn,  and  redemption. 

•J  Qi,8»  Is  i't  ^eceffary  tp  plunge  the  whok  body  under  water, 
in bapdzing every  pSsrfon ^    '         *      *  '^  ' 

'  A.  Tfheiiirorjl  [baptize]  fignifying  as  well  to  waih,  aa  \o 

5 lunge ;  a  perfon  maybe  truly  baptized,  that  is  no^  plunged.' 
Lnd  we  cannot^  think,  by  the  circumftancea  of  time  arid  plape, 
that  the  jailor,  in  the  night,  was  parried  to  a  river  out  of  the* 
city;  A^  xyi:  33.  And  he  tobk  them  the  fame  hour  pf  the 
pight,  and  wiihed  theijr  fliip^  and  Was  baptized,  he  and  ^dT 
nia  Araigbtway.  *  ' 

'  \<t$  9-  ^ut  is  it  not  faii,  J^ob^  iii.  23.  That  Jphn  alibVa^ 


^  Sof^^im  ^f  ike  /0mtfy's  Cutechijm.  liy 

liagt^zlog  in  Eiion,  near  to  Sa^m^  Ipecaufe  there  was  much  wa- 
ter there :  and  thef  qune  and  were  baptized  i 
■  A*  The  wqrd  signifies  maioy  waters,  that  is^  %iRgfi  of  wa? 
fers  there;  which  are  known  by  travellers  to  hc(maU>  not  car 
M%  of  fluMing  inio. 
^  (^  lo.  What  arc  the  benefits  accruing  to  u$  by  baptifm  i 

A;; The  benefit^^  are  twofold:  fome  extemsd,  called  the 
£^lidg  of  die  oUve^tree  ^  s.  s.  ardinancesj  and  yifiUe  monbcr?. 
ppi  Rqm*  3U.  17.  Ai^  thou  being  a  wild  ollve-treC)  wcrt 
gr^ed  i^  «i|io0gft  then^  ax^  with  them  jiartakcft  oit  the  roolt 
imi  fatneis  Qt  the  olive-tree.  A^d  fome  fpiritual  and  favii^g  ^ 
I  P^.  iiuzi-  Tiie  like  figure ifrhereuntp^  even  baptiixn«  doth 
silfo  now  ikft  us  (not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  fleih, 
tmt  th&anfwer  of  a  good  qioCaence  towards  God)  by  the  refur- 
re&icm  <tf  Jefus  Cfarift.  . 

.'  Q;^  1 1 .  What  engagements  are  laid  on  the  baptized  ? 
;  A*  They  ar^  engaged  to  be  the  Lord's  people,  and  to  waft 
foitably  to  that  en^agemoit ;  Honi*  vi.  4.  Th^efore  vre  ar^ 
bQfied  with  Him  by  baptifm  into  death  :  that  like  as  Chrift  was 
raifed  pp  from  the  de^  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  lb 
Ve  alio  flibul<i  vralk  in  newnef^  of  life. 
'  Q.  1 2,.  Is  baptifm  to  be  rei^texated,  as  the  Lord's  fuf  per  ) 

A.  No  i  for  the  Xiord's  fuf^r  is  a  facrament  for  noujriihin£^ 
but  this  for  implantation  y  Rom.  vi.  4,  5.  Therefore  we  are 
hmed  with  him  by  baptllm  Into  death  :  thu  like  as  Chrift  was 
jpiifed  up  ff  oip  the  ^csmI  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  fo  we 
alfl)  ibould  walk  in  ne^neis  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been  plan* 
led  lageiAer  io  the  likencis  of  his  deaths  we  ibaU  be  alio  in  the^ 
J^fccnds  Pf  fe*«  >^cfurre£lion. 

0^13.  ppthb^ptifioi  legenexute  n^en,  and  confer  iaving 
grace? 

A.  No,  i^  dotb  not,  in  its  own  virtue,  convey  grace,  no 
more  than  the  Lord's  fuppcr  ^  but  the  Spirit  of  G6d  is  the  au- 
ibor  of  grace,  and  w^nrks  it  as  he  pleafe^  before  or  after  baptiiiaa. 

Of  the  Subj^Bs  of  Baptifm. 

•Qjjrf^*  9J.  ririp  whom  is  baptifin  to  be  adminiftcred  ? 

1  A.  Baptifm  is  not  to  h  sukninifttred  to  any 
t/fot  an' out  ^  the  vifible  churchy  tUl  they  profejs,  their  faith  in 
ifbrift^  and  ifhedknce  to  Um  ;  hut  the  infant i  qf  fuch  as  are 
fhemhen  of  the  vifible  church  are  to  be  baptized. 

Q^i.  Who  are  to  be  baptized  ? 
\  ^  3e^ej^i  and  t^eir  in^nt^jfispring  \  Aih  ii*  39*  Fo|  the 
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promife  is  to  pu^  and  your  children,  and  to  all  tfaat  are  a£ur 
off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  (haD  call. 

Q>ju  How  doth  it  appear,  that  th^  infant^feed  of  believeit 
ought  CO  be  baptized  ? 

A.  It  appears  by  this,  that  they  bcine  Abraham's  feed;  wc» 
taken  into  covenant  wi^  God,  and  ordered  to  have  the  fign  of 
the  covenant  applied  to  them ;  and  diat  grant  waMiever  rever- 
fed;  Gen.  xvti.  7,  10.  And  t  wiU  eftablifh  my  ciovetiaht  be* 
tween  me  and  thee,  and  thy  feed  after  diec,  in  their  generati- 
ons, for  an  everlafting  covenant  \  to  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  txi  - 
thy  feed  after  thee.  This  is  my  covenant,  which  ye  (hall  keep 
between  me  and  you^  and  thy  feed  after  thee  \  every  mac*  ' 
child  among  you  {hall  be  circumcifed. 

Q^  3.  Bert  was  not  that  the  covenant  of  works ;  and  fo  will 
fiot  hold,  to  infer  their  privilege  under  the  covenant  of  grace  I 

A.  Noi  it  was  not  \  for  God  never  did,  nor  will  become  a 
God  by  way  of  fpecial  intereft  to  any  people,  by  virtue  of  the    \ 
covenant  of  works,  fincc  the  hrreach  of  it  by  the  fall.  • 

'    Q^  4.  Bat  if  it  were  the  covenant  of  grace,  how  doth  it  ap* 
pear  the  right  of  believers  infants  is  ftUl  the  feme  it  was  be*    ' 
fore  in  Abraham's  ^ime  ? 

A.  It  appears  plainly  from  the  apoftle's  own  words,  and-ar* 
«gument6  ;  A3s  ii.  39*  For  the  promife  is  to  you^  and  to  your    ! 
thildreii,  be.  •  ■*.■.-.  \     ■ 

<;ti  5-  Bot  though  infants  then  were  n^embers  of  God's  vifi- 
We  church  among  the  Jews,  how  doth  it  appear  they  are  fo 
now,  when  God  bath  caft  them  off? 

"  A.  It  appears,  the  membcrihip  and'privilcgcs  are  as  free  and 
complete  to  them  now,  that  are  the  children  of  Gentile  believ- 
ers, as  ever  they  were  to  the  Jcwifli  infants ;  Rom.  xi.  1 7*  And 
if  fome  of  the  branches  be  broken  off,  and  thou  being  a  wild  o- 
live-tree  wcrt  graffed  in  amongft  them,  and  with  them  partakeft  , 
5©f  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive-tree*  1 

•     Q.  6.  How  eife  doth  it  appear  they  are  within  the  covenant  ? 

A.  It  appears  by  thiS)  that  they  are  pronounced  holy  ;  1  Cor. 
vii.  14.  Elfe  were  your  children  unclean,  but  now  are  they 
boly.  Which  is  a  toederal  faoHnefi,  and  none  out  of  covenant 
'can  be  holy  by  covenant. 

q.  7.  But  may  not  that  place  mean  only  their  legitimacy  ? 

A;  No,  it  cannot ;  for  then  the  apoftle  muft  pronounce  all 
the  infants  inthe  world  baft^rds,  that  defcend  not  at  leaft  fronk 
one  believing  parent. 

<.  8.  But  infants  are  not  capable  to  (:ovenant  with  God)  or 
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[  id'feffm'm  covenant-duties ;  and  therefore  why  fliouMthey  be 

V  admitted  to  covenant-privileges  ? 

I       A*  A  child  now  of  eight  days  oldy  is  as- capable  of  being  ad* 

[   mitttd  into  covenant  with  God,  as  children  of  the  fame  age 

L  were  in  Abraham's  days  i  and  then  it  is  manifeft  they  were  s^ 

?   mitted. 

'   .    Q^  9.  Though  they  were  admitted  by  circumctfion  then, 

[   will  it  follow^  they  may  be  b  by  baptifm  now,  feeing  that  or-: 

I   dinance  is  aboliflied  f 

A.  Yes,  it  will :  For  though  circumcifion  ceafe,  yet  bapti(m  ' 

is  come  ip  its  place  \  CxA.  ii.  io>  1 1,  i  a.  And  ye  are  complete 

in  bim>  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.     In 

whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with  the  circumcifion  made  with- 
\  oat  handsy^  in  putting  xiSf  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flefii,  by 
[  the  cir<:umci4on  of  Chrift,  buried  with  him  in  baptifm,  6f » 
!  .  Q.  10.  But  circumcifion  was  .afeal  of  the  covenant  of  works  i- 
I'  and  the  argument  will  not  hold,  from  a  feal  of  the  covenani 
\  of  works,  to  a  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  i 

A.  Circumcifion  never  was»  nor  was  intended  to  be  a  feal 

of  ^be  covenant  of  works,  but  of  the  righteoufoeis  of  faith  % 

Rom«  iv.  1 1.^  And  he  received  the  fignof  circumcifion,  a  feai 

of  the  righteoufoefs  of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncir- 

cumcifed,  i^c. 
(^11.  But  have  we  no  exprefs  command  in  the  New  Te-* 
I   ftarbent  to  baptize  infants  ? 

[^  .  A«  There  needed  no  new  command  \  their  privilege  had 
^  tieeii  fettled  many  ages  before  upon  them,  and  never  reverfed 
\  by  Chrift,  or  his  apoftles,  but  their  fiofmei  right  declared  tot 
^  continue  ftill  to  them  \  A&s  ii.  39.  For  the  promife  is  to  yoii 
I  and  your  children,  6r.  ' 

C^iz*  But  if  they  have  a  right,  we  might  expeft  to  find 

fomc  examples  of  their  baptizing  ? 
A.  It  is*  manifeft  that  believers  houfholds  were  baptized  with 
I  them  \  A(k&  xvi.  1 5,  33.  And  when  (he  was  baptized,  and  hei' 
I  houfliold,  ifc*    Ver.  33.  And  he  took  them  the  fame  hour  o£ 

the  nighty  and  wafhed  their  ftripes,  and  was  baptized,  he  and 
I  all  his  ftraightway.     And  if  infants  arenet  named,  io  ijeithec 

are  any  of  age,  bom  of  Chriftian  parents. 
(^  13,  But  many  truft  to  their  infant-baptifm,  as  to  their 

cegeneration,  and  fo  much  mif^hief  is  done  .^  ^ 

A  ►  They  do  fo  j  yet  the  duty  is  not  therefore  to  be  neglefted. 

The:  preaching  of  Chrift  is  to  fome  a  ftumbling-block ;  yet 

Chrift  muft  be  preached  for  all  that.^ 
(^  i^  But  man^  baptized  inlets  prove  naught  I 


Hi  I       J^  Exfo/ttim  rf  thi  Ajfemh}/t  Caiechifik 

A.  And  fa  do  many  baptized  at  aj^e  too.  Duties  are  ndtH 
be  meafured  by  events. 

Cf  the  LorJ^s  Supper. 

Cjucft;  pd.  '\X7'^^'^  **  ^^^  Lord's  fa|^er  ? 

yY  A;  The  tord'sfupper  is  afacramerifi  ^%ere^ 
ifit  by  giving  and  receiving  bread  and  nvine,  according  taChrifi't 
appotntnmitj  his  death  is  Jbewed/brth  ;  and  the  worthy  fxceiv' 
ers  arej  not  after  a  corporal  and  carnal  manner ^  but  iy  faith 
made  partakers  <f  his  body  and  bhodj  with  all  his  tenefitt,  to 
their  fpiritual  nourijbmentj  and  growth  in  gradlt. 

Q.  1 .  By  whofe  authority  is  the  Lord's  flipper  iftffitBted  and 
appointed  r 

A.  By  the  fovereigh  authority  of  Chrift,  the  luttg  of  ^i^ki 
churchy  and  not  br  the  plcafure  of  man  j  i  Cor.  xi.  23.  Fbf 
I  hate  received  of  the  Lord,  that  which  alfo  I  delivered  utitd 
you ;  that  the  Lord  JefuSi  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  hd^ 
traycd,  took  bread.  ^ 

%X^  2.  Of  what  parts  doth  this  fecramc^^  iconfift  f 

A.  It  confifts  of  two  parts ;  one  earthly  and  vifiWe^  te*  witj 
bread  »nd  wine  5  the  other  fpirituaJand  invifiblc,  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrtft  j  t  Cor.  x,  t6.  The  cup  of  bleffing  which  w^ 
blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  dhrift  ?  Thd 
bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Chrift? 

Q^  3.  How  doth  thcfe  earthly  and  heavenly  things  become, 
afaeramem? 

A.  By  the  word  of  inftitution,  and  UeiCng  coming  fmnf 
Chrift  upon  them  j  1  Cor.  ».  23,  24,  25.  For  I  have  receivecf 
of  the  Lord,  that  which  alfo  I  doliver<5d  unto  you ;  rfiat  dke 
Lord  JeAis,  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took 
bread.  And  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and  faid^ 
Take,  eat,  this  is  my  body  which  is  broken  for  you :  This  do 
in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the  lame  manner  alfo  he  took 
the  cup,  when  he  had  fuppcd,  faying,  This-  cup  is  the  Nevr 
Teftament  in  my  blood :  This  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  dritik  it>  air 
lemembrance  of  me. 

Q^  4.  When  did  Chrift  ordain  and  inftitute  this  (aeramcnt-^ 

A.  He  inftitttted  it  in  the  fame  liight  he  was  betrayed  ^ 
1  Cor.  xi.  23.  The  Lord  Jcfus,  the  fame  night  in  which  h^ 
was  betrayed,  took  bread.  It  could  not  be  fooner,  becaufe  die 
paflbver  muft  be  firft  celebrated^  and^  by  the  inftitution  of  tibisj 
abrogated ;  nor  later,  for  foon  after  he  was  apprehended. 

(^  5.  What  doth  the  tilMe  of  its  ia^tucion  teaeh  us  ? 
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A.  It  teaches  «9,  hotr  great  ChriiVs  oure  and  lolre  to  his 
))M|)k  is>  that  he  makes  in  bis  ordinance  fucb  provifioiifor  our 
lobisdott^  though  he  knew  hi$  own  bitter  araiy  was  iuft  at 
hand. 

Q^6fc  What  U  the  general  ufe  and  end  o^  diis  facrament? 

A.  k  is  to  GO;^rai»  ieal»  and  ratify  the  new  covenant  to 
hdieizers;  I  Con  xt.  35,  This  eup  is  the  New  TeAament  in 
my  blood :  This  do  ye»  aaoft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  rcmembraswe 
of  me. 
.    <^  7.  What  are  the  parttcttlar  ends,  and  ufes  of  it  ? 

A4  The  firft  particular  «nd  and  i:^  of  it,  isi  to  hnng  G^riA 
,ibid  his  fuierings  afseib  to  our  fememhrance  \  1  Om:.  xi*  241 
a5.  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me» 

<^d .  What  kind  of  remembrance  of  Chrift  is  here  intended? 

A.  N<^  a  mere  fpecnlatite,  but  an  aiIe£lionate  healrt^rmelttng 
.remembrance  o£  him  (  like  that  of  Feier,  Matth.  cnri.  754 
And  Peter  remembered  the  words  of  Jefus,  which  fasd  umo 
him.  Before  the  cock  ffaall  crow,  thoti  (hah  dectr  oie  thrice. 
And  he  went  out,  :and  wept  iMtterly.  Or  of  Jofispk,  Gem.  xUii. 
-29,  30.  And  Jofeph  made  hafte^  for  his  bowels  did  yom  upon 
m&  hrotiier :  And  he  fou§^  whore  to  wcif^  and  hcentti^  \m* 
to  his  chamber,  and  wept  there. 

Q^  9.  What  doth  this  end  of  ^e  fecrtment  imply  ? 
•     A.  h,  implies  this  \  that  the  beft  of  God's  pec^e  aie  too  tj^ 
to  hvfft  Chn&  smd  what  be  hath  endnnsdynd  fuflered  for 
^em. 

4  It).  .Whafit  eifc  doth  it  implj  ? 

A.  It  implies  this  \  that  none  but  tha&  that  have  the  Civing 

:  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  have  had  former  acquatntance  wMi 

'Qirift,  are  fit  for  this  ordinance  \  fbr  no  man  can  rem^emfaer 

what  he. never  knew ;  i  Cor.  «^»  iB.  But  leta  man  examine 

himfeUF,  and  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  anddriak  ^  that  qop. 

'<^  1 1.  What  is  the  fecond  partioular  'Ufe  and  «nd  of  this  fa- 
crament ' 

A.  It  is  to  vefsefeat  Oirifi  t»  bdievcra,  'as  dn  ^  fign  of 
Imn,  ai|d  of  Us  death ;  and  that  both  memoratare,  figaABcit- 
tive,  and  ti^mfUve. 

q.  ri2.  How  is  it  a  memoraturei%n  of  Chrift  ? 

'  A.  It  brings  Chrift  to  our  jsesiesdvattcct  ashis  death  and 

tHtterfirfTi^gs  are  therein  reprefented  t0  4i8^  by  the  breaking 

'«f bread,  and  ^uring forth  of  wme ;  i  Cor.  si.  26. ,  For  as  ot- . 

t«  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  driak  this  cnp^  ye  do  ihew  idctfi 

the  Lord^s 'death  till  he  come. 

■       I 
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i    Q^  13.  How  is  it  a  Ggnificative  ordinance  ?  ' 

A.  It  is  a  fignificative  ordinance,  not  only  as  it  reprefentt 
Chrift's  fufFerings,  but  the  believer's  union  with  him  as  the 
Head,  and  with  each  other  as  members  of  his  body ;  i  Cor. 
X.  r6,  1 7.  The:  cup  of  bleffing  which  we  blefs,  is  it  not  the 
'Communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?  The  bread  which  wc 
break,  i&  it  not  ^he  communion  of  the  body  of  Chiift  I  For  we 
being  many,  are  one  bread,  and  one  body,  ifc. 

(^  14.  In  what  refpeft  is  it  an  inftruftive  fign  ?  >      - 

A.  It  is  an  inftruftive  fign  in  divers  refpefts  ;  pamely,  firft,  ^ 
as  it  teaches  us,  that  Chrift  is  the  only  nutritive  bread,  by     j 
which  our  fouls  live;  John  vi.  51.  I  qor^^c  living  brea^     ! 
which  came  down  from  heaven  :  If  any  man  eat  of  this  bread, 
•he  (hall  live  for  ever,  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my  £le(h> 
l«rhich  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world.     And,  fecondty^  as 
\x.  inftruAs  us,  that  the  New  Teftament  is  now  in  its^full  force, 
.by  the  death  of  Chrift  the  Teftator;  Heb.  ix.  i6,  17*  For    j 
where  a  teftaihent  is,  there  muft  alfo  of  neceffity  be  the  death   J 
of  the  TSftator.     For  a  teftament  is  of  force  after  men  are    ; 
dead  %  otherwlfc  it  is  of  no  force  at  all,  whilft  the  Teftator  liveth.    ; 
Thus  much  of  the  Author,  nature,  and  ends  of  the  Lord's    I 
fupper,  V^ 

of  the  Elements  J  AR'wnSy  arid  SubjeBs  of  it. 
"Queft*  I.     A   RE  not  bread  4nd  lyine  too  fmall  and  com-    : 
jTV  ,  mon  things,  to  reprefent  the  body  and  blood    < 
of  Chrift?  >         "'  '^'     . 

A.  Though  a  bit  of  bread,  and  a  draught  of  wine,  be  things 
^f  fmall  value  in  themfelves  5  yet  they  are  great  in  refpefb  of  ; 
"  their  ufc  and  end.     A  pennyworth  of  wax  is  a  fmall  thing  in 
.  •  itfelf^  but  being  applied  to  the  label  of  a  deed,  may  be  advaft- 
' ;  ced  to  the  worth  of  thoufandsof  pounds,  as  it  receives  the.  feai    ; 
to  a  great  inheritance.        -        '  ^ 

Qi  2.  Is  not  the  bread  in  the  facrament  turned  into  the  very  «^ 
body  of  Chrift  itfelf,  by  tranfubftantiation  ?  /I 

A.  No,  it  is  not ;  but  the  elements  retain  ftill  their  own 
proper  nature  of  bread  and  wine,  after  the  words  of  confecm- 
tiou  ;  and  are  fo  called ;  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  For  as  often  as  ye  eat 
this  bread,  6^.  Matth.  xxvi.  29.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  I  will 
no^  henceforth  drink  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine,  utitil  that  day  . 
when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father^s  kingdom. 

Q^  3.  What  is  the  firft  argument,  by  which  Proteftants.con* 
fute  the  Popifti  doftrinc  of  tranfubftantiation  ? 

A.  Tlie  firft  argument  againft  it,  is  taken  from  the  end  of 
the  facrament  \  which  iS|  to  bring  Chrift's  bodf  and  blood 
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to  our  remembrance;  i  Cor.  xi.  24,  25.  This  do  in  reinem-' 
hnncQ  of  me.  /Now  figns  for  remembrance,  are  of  things  abr- 
fcnt,  not  prefcnt.  • 

(^  4.  What  is  the  fecond  argument  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  language  in  which  our  Saviour  fpake,  had 
no  other  property  of  expreiOion ;  there  being  no  other  word  for 
fignify,  but  is  inftead  thereof,  as  is  manifeft  in  bothTeftamentsi 
Gen.  xli.  27.  And  the  feven  ill-favoured  kine,  that  came  up 
after  them^  are  feven  years  of  famine.  Rev.  i.  20.  The  fevea 
flars,  are  the  angels  of  the  feven  churches  ;  and  the  feven  can^ 
dlefticks  which  thou  faweft,  are  the  feven  churches. 

0.  5«  What  is  the  third  argument  againft  tranfufaftantia- 
tion  ? 

A.  The  manifold  grofs  abfurdities,  that  natursdly  and  ne- 
ceflarily  follow  on  this  do£irine,  (hew  the  falfenefs  of  it,  and 
that  it  is  juflly  rejected  and  abhorred  by  all  found  Chriftians* 
•    <^  6.  What  is  the  firft  abfurdity  that  follows  it  ? 

A.  This  do^bine  allows  that  to  a  filly  prieft,  which  is  not 
to  be  allowed  to  all  the  angels  in  heaven.  It  allows  him  pow- 
er to  make  his  Maker,  and  eat  his  God  ;  and  in  juftifying  this 
by  the  omnipotency  of  God,  they  fay  no  more,  than  what  a 
Turk  may  fay  to  juftify  the  moU  ridiculous  fooleries  of  the 
Alcoran. 

(^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  abfurdity  of  tranfubftantiation  ? . 

A.  The  fecond  abfurdity  is  this,  that  it  denies  the  truth  of 
the  teftimony  given  by  the  fcnfes  of  all  men,  that  it  is  real 
bread,  and  real  wine,  aftq*  confecration,  and  not  flefh  and 
blood.  And  if  the.  teftimony  of  fenfe  be  not  certain,  then  the 
being  of  God  cannot  be  proved  by  the  things  that  are  made  % 
contrary  to  Rom.  i.  20.  For  the  invifible  things  of  him  from 
the  creation  of.  the  world,  are  clearly  fecn,  being  underftood 
by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  God» 
head,  ^c.  Nor  the  truth  of  Chrift's  refurre£lion,  by  feeing 
and  feeling ;  contrary  to  Luke  xxiv.  39.  Behold  my  hands  and 
my  feet,  that  it  is  I  myfelf  \  handle  me,  and  feCf  6r. 

q.  8.  What  is  the  third  abfurdity  of  tranfubftantiation  ? 

A.  The  third  abfurdity  is  this,  that  in  affirming  the  acci- 
dents of  bread  and  wine  to  remain,  and  their  fubftance.to  va* 
nifli ;  they  affirm,  that  theire  is  length,  breadth,  thicknefs.  nioi- 
fture^  and  fweetnefs ;  and  yet  nothing  long,>broad,  thick,  moift^ 
or  fweet ;  which  is  a  perfefl:  contradiCHon. 

<^  9.  What  is  the  fourth  abfurdity  of  tranfubftamiation  •?  . , 

A«  .It  implies^  that  the  entire  living  body  of  Chrift  fat 

;  0^2  -     .        • 
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t)i9  tOAkj  ind  at  die  fatne  time  viu  d^ad,  and  in  tbc  4ifdpli^ 
mouths  ttid  ftomachs  in  the  firft  facramcnt )  and  that  in  alt 
after-facraments  it  is  wholly  iq  heaveny  and  wholly  in  a»  xn^ixiy 
thoufand  places  in  the  vorldi  is  theC'C  are  fe^rafnenis  adnaxii- 
ftwfedi  . 

q.  i^-  What  doth  the  breaking  of  thi^  hre^df  anil|iauru92 
out  of  wiiie  in  tlie  iaprament,  fignify  ? 

A.  it  figtiifies  the  Tiolent  painful  de«th«  ai^id  bitter  fuffer^ 
vup  of  Chrift  for  us;  i  Cor  %u  a6.  For  as  often  ^s  ye  eat  tbi«i 
bveady  and  drink  this  ciip»  ye  do  (hew  •the  X*ord's  death  tiU  )^ 
come. 

•  Q^  t  i*  Wh^  doth  the  giYing  and  taking  of  U^e  ^ramenital 
bread  and  wine  fignify  ? 

.A,  Thcfe  a^i«n&-6gnify  G0d^^iJHlHtiri(g»and  the  believers 
Applying  of  Chrift,  aftd  all  hts  benefits,  to  their  fouls. 

<^  12.  Who  arc  fit  fuhje^s  to  recjeive  the  I/>rd's  fopper  I 

A,  None  that  are  grofely  ignorant,  feandalousi  or  unbeliiev-i 
rrs  in  their  Matured  (late^  for  {uch  cannot  examine  themfelves^ 
lis  the  tword  requires  ;  s  Cor.  %u  2S .  Sut  jet  a  mw  ep^anriu9 
Inmfelf,  and  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and  4rink  iof  that 
i:up.  But  do  eat  and  .drink  judgment  to  themiekes}  I  Qox^ 
id.  29.  fcff  bfethatfeateth  and  drink^^  unworthily^  enteth 
and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf,  not  difqermng  thi&.],4orfl^ 
body. 

Q.  13.  Are  morally  hondltaiiid  fobar  i^erions  )()u«lii&ed  foi^ 
JtyB^crament  ? 

A.  ^o  \  civilky  »nd  morality  do  not  ^qualify  peribns^  the^ 
nm  no^'the  wedding<^gaiment ;  but  regenerating  grace  and  faith 
doth,  in  l^e  ffnalleft  aoeafiire^  JMatth.  xxii.  12.  And  the  fait^ 
tmto  him,^  Friend,  how  <:ameft  thc^i  in  hithes,  not  having  ^ 
iwedding-^rnfient  ?  ^r-  i  Cor.  x.  16, 1 7.  The-cUp  of  blelEng 
«whi<)h  mre  hlel^,  is  it  not  the  .communion  of  the  blood  d^ 
Chrift  ?  The  far«ad  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communii- 
Jpa  of  .the  body  of  Chrift?  For  we  beii^^  many>  are  one' 
bread,  and  ov^hodyj  for  we  ace  all  partakers  qf  ^tb^^oiie  b^eadt 

Of  ti^  Duties  qf  Communicant  J  ^ 

<ZHeft.  m.  "^"TTHat  is  j^qulred  tothe  v^ortby  i^mfiogeS 
\y      the 'Lord's  fupperf 

Ar  It  is  reqtmed  "of  them  that  'monitd  worthily p^PPitiie  ^  ^he- 
fAT^sfiipper,  that  ti^ey  examme  tien^ves  tf  their  knewk^g^ 
;f<?  iiiJkerntheJJoifs  body  ;iGf  their  faith  tofe^dnipmhiln;  iffjtbnr 
^^nt^noij  >lov£jafsdn0w  ohedience;,  Uft  csmng  unwa^thi^  tbe^ 

*  ^4  drink  judgment  to  thewifAyesx 


fll^  r.  What  lure  th^  dy ti^  of  wprxhy  rew^W  ? 

Ji.  'Piere  9irc  three  j&>|ts  pf  duties  incumbent  on  tjiem  { 
f    fomjt  »)teced<Etnt  to  it,  fptus  eon^p^uaim  of  »t|  ^4  Uaw  fotr 
I    jb^ucnttoit. 
j       Q^  2.  What  are  the  antecedent  dailies  $p  it  ? 

A*  Thnj  are  tvp :  (i.)  £xamu)ation  Qf  their  grac^.  (2.) 
frepiir^tipp  cf  their  foulf .  ^Tfs^inztion  of  their  graces  i 
I  Cpr.  ^i,  ^0)  29.  Cut  let  a  joaai^  ei^ipiue  hipafelf^  an4  ^  left 
bjira  egt  of  ihat  bread)  ap4  drink  of  that  ei^.  For  h^  th^t  e^tr 
edi  4fid  drinlceth  nnvorthilvi  eatfth  ^ni  drinketh  4smn9JtiQ9t 
p)  himfelf,  »ot  difeerpiog  the  X4ord'^  body.  And  preparaiiom 
oftbeir  fouls ;  i  Cor.  v.  8.  Therefore  let  us  keep  the  fe^^t^f^ 
ivitb  old  leaTen,  neither  wjxb  the  le^vep  of  maliee  ^pd  w'lciii* 
nefs,  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  fincerity  and  truth. 

QL  3»  Wh^at  is  xbe  &ft  gfajpe  to  bctried  ? 

A.  Our  faving  koowledge  x>f  Cod  in  Chrift^  without  whic^ 
we  caiKiot  4i£cem  the  JU>rd'«  hoiAf  ^  i  Cor.  au.  29.  Fpr  h^ 
that  eatetb  and  xlripketh  UQWorthily*  /e^tetb  and  drinfceth  d^tou 
nation  to  himiielf,  ppt  diicerDipg  the  {jiOrd's  body. 

43^^  4.  What  are  we  ;to  ^nqwire  X)^  towdwng  o^r  Juiowl^gc 
ofGodinChrift? 

A.  We  vcrtp  jcvmxifi  whether  it  becoxnpetent  for  quaijititjy 
a^d  (skYiflglf  operative  <and  inj&ueii^l  on  the  hegrt  and  IvCf 
,  for  quality ;  Hofea  iv.  6..  My  pepple  are  .deftroyed  for  lajcjc  of 
inowledge,  i3C\  i  Cor.  xiii.  i.  Though  I  fpeak  wjth  ^he 
tongues  of  men,  and  of  angels,  and  ha^^e  pot  charity )  I  ^ 
becooteiasja  £>^nding  brafs^  or  tioJUing  cyvibal. 

Q^  5.  When  is  lonowledge  competent^  ^nd  influential  ? 

A.  When  we  truly  yndcrftand,  by  the  teachings  .of  the  J^a,- 
iher,  the  £n  and  .miiery  of  ^he  fall,  the  ^lature  aiid  jaeceflky  of 
Chrift,  and,  under  thefe  ,conviAio^Si,  jconie  to  Kim  in  the  wuf 
fA  faith  5  John  vi.  45.^"''-«-Eveiy  man  therefore  that  hatn 
heard*  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  me.  An^ 
ijfbje6b  ^mrfejves  to  hiox  in  jGincere  .obedience  \  M^tth.  xi.  28, 
29.  Come  .unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  he^vy  ladc;iy 
^d  I  will  give  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke  ypoii  you,  and  learn 
^f  me,  for  J  ^ni  meek  and  lowly  i^  heart ;  aiid  ye  ihall  fuea^ 
reft  unto  your  fouls. 

0^.6.  W  b^tyjre  we.to  examine  oijrfelvcs  abput^bcfides  know- 
ledge ?  - 

A*  We  are  obliged  to  «xam>ne  ourfdves  .(tbpjot  our  faithy 
whether  .we  h«"w' it  in  any  »faving  dieij^rec;  $r^Cpr.  xiii.  5. 
j^Kaoui^ypMiiidvesv^h^beryefbe in.       4aith  :  Prove  ypp^r- 
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felves,  itt.  For  without  faith  we  cannot  pleafe  God ;  Heb. 
ki.  6.  But  without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God,  drr. 
Nor  enjoy  fpiritual  communion  with  Chri|t ;  £ph.  iii.  17.  That 
Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ^  that  ye  being  rooted 
and  grounded  in  love,  <bc. 

Q^  7.  What  other  grace  muft  be  examined,  and  fought  for  ? 
•  A.  We  muft  examine  our  love  to  Chrift,  and  all  that  arc 
lis  5  becaufe  no  gifts  fignify  any  thing  without  love^;  i  Cor. 
xiii.  2.  And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  under- 
ftand  all  myfteries,  and  all  knowledge  ;  and  though  I  have  all 
iaith,  fo  that  I  could  remove  mountai^is,  and  have  no  charity^  I 
am  nothing. 

<^  8.  What  elfe  muft  worthy  receivers  examine  themfelvcs 
about  ? 

A.  The  fincerity  of  their  hearts,  evic^enced  by  their  obedi- 
ence; without  whicli,  they  cannot  worthily  approach  the  table  \ 
I'Cpr.  V.  8.  Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft,  not  with  old  lea- 
ven, neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedneis^  but 
with  the  unleavened  bread  of  fincerity  and  truth. 

Q_  9»  But  if)  upon  examination,  we  are  in  doubts  about 
our  faith  and  fincerity,  muft  we  forbear  ? 

A.  If  our  doubts  arife  from  the  weaknefs,  and  not  the  total 
want  of  grace,  fuch  doubts  (hould  not  hinder  us ;  Roni.  xiv.  i* 
Him  that  is  weak  in  the  faith,  receive  you,  be. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  danger  of  coming  to  the  I>ord*s  table 
without  thefe  graces  ? 

A-  The  danger  is  exceeding  great  both  to  foul  and  body, 
(i.)  To  the  foul;  i  Cor.  xi.  29.  For  he  that  eateth  and  drink- 
eth  unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to, himfelf,  iyc* 
And  to  the  body  i  i  Cor.  xr  30.  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak 
and  fickly  among  you,  and  many  flcep.  ^ 

Q.  II.  What  are  the  duties  of  worthy  receivers  at  the  Lord'^ 
table? 

A.  Their  duties  at  the  table  are,  to  difcern  Chrift  by  the 
eye  of  faith  5  under  thofe  figns^of  his  body  and  blood  ;  i  Cor. 
xi.  29.  JFor  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth 
and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf,  not  difcerning  the  Lord's 
body.  On  thedifcovery  of  him,  to  mourn  bitterly  for  fin  ; 
2ecfa.  xii.  i  o.— And  they  fliall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have 
I»erced,  and  they  {hall  mourn  for  him,  as  oncmourneth  for  his 
pnly  fon,  and  (hall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in 
bitterncfs  for  his  firft-born.  And  to  excite  all  their  graces 
into  vigorous  afts,  for  the  applying  Chrift  to  themfelv^s  j  Canlw 
iv.  16*  Awake,  O  north-wind,  and  come^  thou  fouth>  blow 
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itpoii  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out,  6r. 

0^12.  What  is  the  duty  of  worthy  receivers,  after  the  fa- 
crament? 

A.  Their  duty  is,  heartily  toblefs  God  for  Chrift,  and  the 
benefits  of  his  blood,  Matth.  xxvi.  30.  And  when  they  had 
fling  an  hymn,  they  went  out  into  the  mount  of  oliyes.  To 
doable  their  care  and  watchfulnefs  againft  fin  ;  £ph.  iv.  30. 
And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit,  whereby  ye  are  fealed  to  the 
day  of  redemption.  And  to  grow  more  fruitful  in  all  fptii- 
taal  obedience ;  Col.  i.  10.  That  ye  might  walk  worthy  of 
the  Lord  unto  all  pleafing;  being  fruitful  in  every  good  workf 
and  increafing  in  the  knowledge  of  God. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  lliat  the  abule  and  profanation  of  this  ordinance,  either 
byconaiag  to  it  for  carnal  ends,  or  being  forced  upon  it  by 
fear  of  fufFerings,  or  approaching  to  it  without  due  qualifica- 
tions,  is  a  dreadful  fin,  which  God  will  terribly  avenge ;'  Mat. 
xxii.  II,  12,  13.  And  when  the  King  came  in  to  fee  the  guefts, 
he  faw  there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding-garment. 
And  he  faith  unto  him.  Friend,  how  cameft  thou  in  hither^ 
not  having  on  a  wedding  garment  ?  And,  he  was  fpeechleis. 
Then  faid  the  king  unto  the  fervants.  Bind  him  hand  and 
foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into  outer  darknefi^ : 
There  fliall  be  weeping,  and  gnafliing  of  teeth. 

Q^  14.  What  is  the  iecond  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  great  and  manifold  are  thebleflings  and  advantages 
xl^ch  Chriftians  duly  prepared  may  reap  by  this  ordinance. 

0/ Prayer. 

•<^e&.  98.  ^^T  T  Hat  is  prayer  ? 

yy       A.  Prayer  is  an  offering  up  of  our   dejire 
vntoGodyfor  things  agreeable  to  hisivilly  in  the  name  of  Chrijl^ 
M}ith  confejfion  of  our  Jins^  and  thankful  acknowledgment  of  hit 
mercies., 
q.  I .  Who  is  the  proper,  and  only  obje6l  of  prayer? 
^  A.  God  only  is  the  proper  obje£fc  of  prayer ;  it  is  a  part  6f 
,  hb  natural  woHhip,  therefore  it  is  peculiarly  his  honour  and 
prerogative,  and  none  elfc  can  hear  and  anfwer  them  but  God  ; 
Pfajm  Ixv.  2.  O  thou  that  heareft  prayer,  unto  the^  (hall  all 
flcfli  come. 

Q^  2.  Through  whom,  or  in  whofe  name,  are  our  prayers  to 
be  direaed  to  God  ? 

A.  Our  prayers  are  to  be  dirc£led  to  God  only  through 
Chrifti  and  his  name  \  and  not  by  the  mediation  of  angels  or 
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iaintsi  Col.  ii.  i8.  Let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your  re«ttf4l 
4n  a  ToinMary  humility,  and  worfhipping  of  angds.  For  the 
merit  and  fatisfa^lion  of  Chrift  alone  give  fuccefs  and  asoq^ 
tante  to  bur  prayers  \  Rev.  viii.  3, 4.  And  another  angel cune, 
'fSixA  ftood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  cenfer  %  and  there  was 
'^iven  unto  him  much  incenfe,  that  he  fliould  oflFer  it  urith  ite 
.prayers  of  all  faint^  upon  the  golden  altar,  which  wa$  b^ 
fore  the  throne.  Apd  the  fmoke  of  the  int^nfe,  which  dune 
with  the  pray^*s  of  the  faints,  afcended  up  hefenc  God,  out  of 
the  angel's  hand.  1  Tim.  ii.  5.  For  there  Is  one  God,  and  oM 
JSediator  between  G^  and  men,  the  man  Chrift  ^fm. 

0^3.  What  is  the  firft  property,  or  quality  of  aco^tiikdc 
prayer  ? 

A.  No  prayer  can  be  acceptable  to  God,  except  die  matter 
lof  it  be  agreeaUe  to  his  will  (  James  iv.  3.  Te  alk  and  reoeivie 
«ot,  becaufe  ye  alk  amifs,  that  ye  may  confumc  it  upofi  your 
Jufts;  I  John  v.  14,  15.  And  this  is  the  confidence  that  we 
^have  in  him,  that  if  we  afi:  any  thing  according  to  his  «rill,  iie 
heareribi  us^  And  if  we  know  that  ke  hear  us,  wfaatfoever  we 
,aft.  We  know  thK  we  have  the  peritioos  that  we  defire  of  him. 

Q^  4.  Is  k  enough  to  make  prayer  acceptable,  that  the 
'matter  is  a^rcseabie  to  God's  will  i    • 

Ak  No,  it  18  not  *,  £Mr  the  manner,  as  well  ^  the  matter, 
muft  be  fo  too;  Pfaim  ixvi.  i!8.  If  I  regard  imquity  in  i»y 
heart,  the  Lotd  will  not  bear  me. 

.     Q^  ).  \Vibat  is  the  firft  qualigcatim  of  ^m  ^oceptable  pray- 
er, refpe&ing  the  maimer  of  it  i 

A.  That  it  be  fincere,  and  flowing  from  the  heart  of  a  rege- 
nerate perfon;  Pfov.  3^/29.  The  Lord  is  far  from  the  wick- 
ed ;  but  he  h«*^3ir<sth  the  prayer  of  Ae  rightaftus.   Jer.  xadx.  1 3. 
<  Aifd  ye  AM  feek  if^,  and  find  me^  viriien  ye  fliall  fearch  fo^ 
ffte  wkh  all  your  hdaft. 

<;^  6.  What  is  thefecimd  ^uaKfication  of  piayer,  £e%d9BBg 
the  manner  ?  ' 

A.  It  m«ft'bei>ekformedin(heheartofa;c1iUa4]TGodU  by 
the  iSpirit  of  adoption ;  Gal.  iv.  6.  And  becaufe  yeaf  e  ^idns,  God 
hath  lent 'forth  the  Spirit  of  his  1^  into  your  heatots,  crying, 
Abba,  Father.  Hoin.  viii.t»6.  Likewife  the  Spirit  afibhelpeSi 
.  our  iiifirmities  :  'fpr^we  -know  not  what  wfc  fliould  pray  for  as 
weou^^ht ,  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketh  interceffionior  tis,  twiih 
.  groanmgs  which  cannot 'bC'Uttered. 

<^  7.  What  is  the  third  qualification  of:an  acceptable  pray- 
er, relpcfljing  the  mariner  ? 

A.  it  ttuaft  be  fervent  and  ampottimate^ ^auat,QpU4md4braid> 
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James  V.  1 6. — ^l\iQ  cffeftual  fenrcnt  prayer  of  a  righteous  Aiati 

availeth  much j  Matth.  vii.  7.  Aik»  and  it  (hail  be  given  you; 

feeky  and  ye  ihall  find^  knock,  and  it  fliall  be  opened  mito  you. 
Q.  8.  Wherein  doth  true  importunky  with  God  in  pfayer 

ccmM? 

{  A.  Not  in  the  multitude  of  word»;  Matdi.Ti.  7.  But 
'  whenyeprav,  ufenot  vsun  repetitions,  as  the  Heathen  do  :  for 
n  diey  think  they  fhall  be  heard  for  their  much  fpeakifig.  But 
I  in  an  holy  earneftnefs  of  fpirit  to  be  heard ;  lYalm  cxliii.  7. 
t     Hesurmefpeedilyi  O  Lord,  my  fpirit  faikthj  hide  not  thy 

face  from  me,  left  I  be  like  unto  them  that  go  down  into  the 
I  pit.  A  prudent  dsoicc  of  prevalent  arguments  \  Job  xxiii.  4. 
\     I  would  Older  my  caufe  before  him,  and  fill  my  mouth  .wit}i 

argumems.    And  a  refolute  perfiftance  in  our  requefts,  till 

they.be  granted  ;  Ha.  Ixii.  7.  And  give  him  no  reft,  till  he  6* 

fiaoiifh, .  and  till  he  make  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the  easth. 
'         Qi,  9*  ^^  ^^^  prayers  thus  qualified  fometimes  mifcarry  f 
i        A,  God  may  delay  and  fufpend  the  anfwer  of  them  for  a 
!     time  \  P&lm  xxii.  z.  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  d9ty*time,  but 

diou  heareft  not,  is.c.  But  fooner  or  later  God  Will  always  an« 
[  iwer  theniji  either  in  the  ye^  thing  w^  aik ;  i  John  v.  1 5. — 
I     We  know  that  we  have  ^  jfK^itions  that  we  defiredof  him : 

Or  in  that  which  is  equi^aisht,  or  better ;  Gen.  xvii*  i8|  19. 
I  And  Abraham  faid  untoQg^*  O  that  Ilhmael  might  live  before 
\  diee ! .  Aad  God  faid,  Sar^  thy  wife  ftiall  bear  thee  a  fou  in* 
\  .deedf  and. thou  (halt  eall  bis. name  Ifaac:  and  I  will  eftaUifli 
I    my  covenant  whh  him,  fi)r  an  everlafting  covenant,  ^md  with 

his  feed  after  him^ 
\       t^  10   Is  ^le  no  prayer  but  what  is  ftiated  and  fixed  ? 

A.  Tes»-  there  is  fudden  occafional  prayer,  which  we  caU 
I    €)i«|Akttory.    Stt(:h  was  Jacob's,  Gen.  xlix.  i8.  I  have  waited 

for  thy  falyation,  O  Lord.  And  this  is  exceeding  ufeful,  to 
1'  msdntaki  canftant^communioA  with' God,  and  keep  the  heart 
f    iuaipiritual  frame. 

I  .  Q^  i  I .  Is  aU  ftated  aud  fix^d  prayer  public  in  the  congre* 
[;  .gittipn,  or  cHiIre^  > 

I  1  A.  Noi  jilted  19'ayer  ought  to  he  in  our  £miiliest  with 
'-'  .thofe  under  imr.chajr^S  and  in  our  clofets,  betwl  <:  God  and 
I  }lisaIone;  }^.  xxtv^  I. 5.-* — ^Butasfoc  me,  and  my  houfe, 
r  yisi  wilL&rve  the  Lord.  And  Matth«  vi.  6*  But  ^beii  thou 
r  prayeft,  enter  into  thy  dofet;  ai»d  when  thou  haft  fiiut  thy 
[.'  'ifc»r,  pjcay  tothy  Father  which  is  inXccrcti  and  thy  Father 
I"    .which  feeth  in  fecret,  fliall  leward  thee  openly. 
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Q^  !!•  What  do  you  infer  from  hence  ? 

A;  That  the  reilraint  of  prayer  is  not  only  a  great  fin,  but  a-ft 
ill  fign  of  a  gracele&  heart ;  Job  vi.  4.  Yea>  thou  cafteft  offTear, 
and  reftraineft  prayer  before  God.  And  that  whith  entails  a 
judgment  and  curfe  upon  men,  and  their  families  \  Jer.  x.  25. 
Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  Ueatheii  that  know  thee  not,  and 
upon  the  families  that  call  not  upon  thy  name. 

Q^  13.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  the  ordinahce  of 
prayer  ?  ' 

A.  That  the  true  realbn  why  we  enjoy  not  the  mercies  we 
pray  for,  is  not  becaufe  God  is  unwilling  to  grant  mercies,  biit 
.becaufe  we  either  negle£t  pray tr,  or  mifcarry  in  the  manner  of 
prayer  \  James  iv.  2,  3.  Ye  luft,  and  have  not  j  ye  kill,  and 
defire  to  have,  and  cannot  obtain  :  ye  fight  and  war,  yet  ye 
•have  not,  becaufe  ye  alk  not.  Ye  afk,  and  receive  not,  becaub^ 
ye  aik  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lufis*  : 

i  Of  Diu&ion  in  Prayer. 

Qtieft.  99.  XTJTHat  rule  hath  God  given  for  our  direclioii 
W      in  the  duty  of  prayer  ? 

A.  The  whole  word  cf  G^  is  of  ufe  to  direfi  us  in  prayer  > 
but  the  f pedal  rule  of  drreBiorij  is  that  form  ^^f  prayer  'whicb 
Chrijl  taught  his  diJtipleSy  commonly  called^  The  Lord's  prayer. 

Q^  I .  Do  men  need  diredions,  rules,  and  helps  in  prayer  ? 
'  A.  They  do  greatly  need  them,  for  in,  and  of  ourfelves  wt 
know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  Rom.  viii.  26.  Like- 
wife  the  Spirit  alfo  heJpeth  gur  infirmities :  for  we  know  not 
what  we  fliould  pray  for  as  we  ought,  i;c.  Nor  haw  to  pray  in 
a  right  manner,  and  for  right  ends  ;  and  a  miitake  in  either 
frui&ates  our  prayer ;  James  i v.  3.  Ye  a&,  and  receive  not, 
becaufe  ye  afk  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  luftsr. 

<^  2.  When  do  men  miftake  in  the  matter  of  their  prayer  ? 

A.  They  miftake  in  the  matter  of  prayer,  when  they  alk  of 
God  things  that  are  not  lawful,  good  and  agreeable  to  his  will. 
So  the  dilciples  were  ready  to  do,  in  calling  for  fire  from  hea- 
ven on  the  Samaritans ;  Luke  ix.  54,  55.  And  when  his  dif- 
ciplcs,  James  and  John,  faw  this,  they  faid.  Lord,  wiJt  thou 
that  we  command  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven,  and  con- 
fume them,  even  as  Eliasdid  ?  But  he  turned  and  rebuked 
them,  and  faid.  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  fpiiit  ye  are  of. 

q.  3.  When  do  men  miftake  in  the  maimer  of  prayer  ^ 

A-  They  miftake  in  the  mannerj  when  they  aik  mercies  of 
God  for  carnal  ends,  tofatisfy  their  lufts ;  James  iv.  3.  Ye  aflc, 
9nd  fggeiv^  w^}  btg^ule  yc  ^  mnlf^j  C^xix  ye  may  ccnfumc  it 
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^nfourJMfts*  Or  in  a  drowfy  and  carclcfs  manner ;  Ifa.  Ixiv. 
7.  And  there  is  none  that  calleth  upon  thy  nanie^  that  ftinreth 
uphimfelfto  take  hold  of  thee,  i'c.    ,  . 

.  Q^  4.  What  helps  hath  God  afforded  us  to  furnifli  us  to 
prayer,  both  in  refpeft  of  the  matter  and  manner  ? 

A.  The  fcriptures_  abundantly  furniflr  us  with  all  Ibrts  of 
helps  and  dire£bions  for  the  matter  of  prayer.  It  direds  u$^ 
bodi  inconfeifion  pf  (ins,  original  and  adual ;  Halm  li.  4,  5. 
Behold,  I  was  (hapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  < 
oonceiye  me.  7  Againftthee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and, done 
this  evil  in  thy  fight,  ^c.  Petition  and  thanldgiving.;  Phil.  iv. 
6.  Be  careful  for  nothing,  but  in  everything,  by  prayer  and 
fupplication,  with  thankfgiving,  let  your  reqpefts  be  made 
l^own  unto  God.  . 

(^  5.  Poch  it  afford  us  any  help,  or  dire£lion,  as  to  the 
i^amier  of  prayer  alfo  ? 

A.  Tcs,  it  doth  5- and  that  both  as  to,  ( I.)  Our  fincerity  in 
prayer.;  Heb.x^  22.  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in 
full  aiTurance  of  faith ;  having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil 
ebnfcience,  and  our  bodies  wafhed  with  pure  water.  (2.)  Ab 
to  our  humility  in  prayer;  Pfaim  x,  17.  Lord  thou  haft  heard 
the  defire  of  the  humble  ;  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart,  thou 
wilt  caufe  thine  ear  to  hear.  (3.)  As  to  our  faith  in  prayer  ; 
James  i.  6.  3ut  let  him  afk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering,  fyc^ 
(4.)  As  to  our  fervency  in  prayer;  James  v.  6,-r-*-The  effec- 
tual fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much. 

Q^  6.  Are  tfiefe  external  rules  and  dire^ions  fufiicient  in 
thcmfekcs  to  enable  us  to  pray  acceptably  I 

^.  }n  irefpeflt  of  external  direftion  they  are  fufficient,  and 
wc  need  |io  other  outward  rules  than  what  the  fcriptures  fur- . 
niih  \  but  hefides  th^t,  the  internal  helps  and  afliftances  of  the 
^pirit,are  neceflary  to  the  offieringup  acceptable  prayer ;  Rom* 
yiii.  26.  Likewife  the  Spirit  alfo  belpeth  our  infirmities  \  for 
we  kno?^  not  what  we  (hould  pray  for  as  we  ought ;  but  the 
Spirit  itfelf  maketh  interccflion  for  us,   he 

0^7.  But  doth  the  fcripture  only  furnifli  i:^s  with  general 
piles  of  direftion  for  prayer  ? 

A.  No,  it  furnifh<?s  us  alfo  with  an  excellent  pattern*and  ex- 
ample of  prayer,  compofed  by  Chrift  for  our  diredkion;  Mattb. 
vi.  9,  After  this  mannctr  therefore  pray  ye :  Our  Father,  which 
^rt  in  heaven,  6r.        .  >    . 

0^8.  Are  Chriftians  tied  by  a  neceflity  to  ufe  that  form  of 
If  ord$  .^  Or  was  it  only  intended  for  a  dire£tory  to  them  ?.. 
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A^  That  form  df  words  may  be  lawfully  ufed,- bm  it  U  i^am 
iu  indention  was  to  regulate  our  petitions  by  it ;  and  there* 
fore  they  that  ufe  it  in  ipells  and  eharms,  as  the  Papifts  ;  or- 
thofe  that  think  hothing  is  prayer,  but  that  form  of  words  i  a« 
bufe  Chrift's  intention  in  it. 

<ly  9«  How  doth  it  sippeari  it  w$s  not  Chrift's  indention 
ftri&ly  to  bind  ustb  that  very  form  of  words  in  our  prayers  ? 

A.  Divines  gfve  usthefe  realbns  agatnft  it,  (i.)  Becstiffe 
this  prayer  is  fet  down  diverfly  by  the  cvangeRfts  5  Matth.  ■▼!• 
10,  12.  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it 
i»  in  heaven.  A^d  forgive  us  our  debts',  as  we  forgive  oor 
debtors*.  And  Lul^e  ju.  3,  4.  Give  us  day  by  day  our  f&ily 
bread.  And  forgive  us  ptfr  fins ;  for;  we  alfo  forgive  every  one 
that  is  indebted  to  us.  And  lead"  us  not  intt^  tempf^tioni 
but  deUvcr  us  from  evil.  (2.)  Chrift  and  bis-  apoftles  did  Hot 
always  ufe  this  form  of  words  afterwards,  as  appears  by  hia' 
prayer  at  Lazarus's  grave,  John  xi.  and  that  for  his  apoftles, 
John^xvit.  (3.)  Becaufe  thcfc  words,  Afeuh.  vi.  9.  After  thiaf 
manner,  ^r*  plainly  flicw,  its  iifc  was  intended  k^  a  direftory 
to  us. 

Q^io.  What  18  the  Btft  inference  from  hence  ?  1 

A.  Hence  we  learn  th^  fulnefs  dnd  contpletenefs  cf  tW 
Scriptures,  not  onlv  fdr  the  guiding  and  fettBng  0f  o«r  faidr 
in  things  that  af e  to  he  believ^,  hut  alfo  of  Our  vsrhole  praffcice^ 
in  every  duty  we  are  %o  perform, 

Q^  I  i .  Whfat  is  the  fecond  inference  hence  ? 

A.  Hence  we  are  informed,  how  neceflary  it  is  to  acquaint 
ourfelves  with  the  mind  of  God,  reveialedin-  his  vrord,  that  w«f 
may  guide  ourfelves  in*  prayer,  both  for  matter  and  manner 
thereby;  and  not  Wtter  to  God  words  without  knowledge* 

Q.  12.  What  is  the  kft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  thofe  who  negle£k  all  prayer,  and  thofe  that  latisfy 
Oiemfelves  with  a  form  of  prayer,  which  they  utter  without 
knowledge  Or  affeaion,do  greatly  fin  againfl  God.  And  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  Chriilians,  from  a  fenfe  of  their  own  finsi 
.Wartts,  and  mercies,  to  be  often  withr  God  in  prayer,  guiding 
themfelves  in  that  fpiritual  duty,  by  fuch. inward  and  outward 
helpsj,  as  bis  word  and'8|Jirit  are  able  to  furnilh  them  with. 

Of  the  PreJ[ac^  tQ  the  L0r(F4  Prayer. 

Qucft,  too.  XTK  TH^^  ^^^  ^^  preface  of  the  Lord*^  prayer 
W      teach  us  ? 
A^^hepr^ace  (f  the  Lwi's  prayer y  v>hich  is 9  [Our  Fathif 
kl^h  s^t  in  heaven,]  tfaeftetsk  ^  ffi  drav)  near  t^  Coi  mtb  oH  - 
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hlfyrevtrm^e and cmjidenctf  as  cbUdren  to  a  Father ^ atle mid^ 
remfy  ta  help  m  .*  and  that  vfefl>oida  pray  with  and  for  others. 
Q^  I.  What  doth  the  word  Father  impoit  in  this  prc&cc  ?. 
f        A.  It  imports  the  Spirit  of  adoption  t6  be  the  principle  of 
aU  acceptable  prayer! ;  G^.  iy.  6«  And  becaiife  ye  are  fops, 
'    God  hath  fent  fofth  t|be  Spirit  c^his  Son  into  your  hearts,  cry- 
ing, Abba,  Father. 
0^2.  What  is  the  iirft  benefit^  or  help  we  baye  iyi  prayer^ 
[    from  the  Spirk  of  adoption  ? 

I  A*  He  excites  our  fpirits  to  feek  G<^  in  prayer ;  F{al.  ^xvii. 
I'  &•  When  thou  &idft,  Seek  ye  my  face  ^  my  heait  faid  unta 
!    thee.  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  feek* 

\  Q.  3^  Wliat  is  the  fecond  ailiftance  he  gives  us  in  prayer  i 
I  .  Ap  Uc  indites  and  fuggells  fuitabk  and  acceptable  matter  to 
OS  in  prayer^  Rom,  viii.  26,  Likevrife  the  Spirit  alio  helpeth 
I  our  infirmities:' £or  we  know  not  what  we  ibouW  pray  for 
[  ^we  teght;  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketh  intercei&cn  for  us^ 
\    he. 

Q^  4.  What  is  the  third  benefit  we  have  by  him  in  prayer  ? 
.  A*  He  fills  our  fouls  with  fpiritual  and  holy  aff€<^ioBS  \r\ 
prayer,  and  helps  us  to  ?£t  bis  graces  in  our  duties ;  Rom.  viii, 
a4»  Likewife  the  Spirit  adfo  belpeth  our  infirmities :  for  wq 
know  not  what  ve  fhould  pray  fi>r  as  we  ought  \  but  the  Spirif 
itfieif  makefii  ialerp^Mm  for  us,  with  gi?oanings  which  cannot 
he  uttered, 
r  Q:^  5  • '  Wbsrt  elfe  doth  this  wprd  Father  import  ? 

A.  It  imports  that  holy  confidence  which  believer^  mayi 
and  ought  to  draw  near  to  God  withal,  as  children  to  a  Fa« 
dier;    £ph*  iii.  12.  In  whom  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefsy 
widi  confidence,  by  the  faith  of  him. 
Q^  6.  Doth  it  only  fignify  our  relation  and  confidence  ? 
A.  No,  iralfo  fignifi^  the  reverential  fear  of  God,  which 
ought  at  all.  times  to  be  on  our  hearts,  efpecially  in  prayer  1 
Mai.  i,  6.  A  fon  honoureth  bis  father,  and  a  fervant  his  mafter ; 
If  then  I  be  a  father,  where  is  mizie  honour  ?  and  if  I  be  a  ma- 
fter, where  is  my  fear  ?, 
Qj^  7.  What  i^  further  imported  in  thi4  word  Father  ? 
A.  It  imports  God's  wilHngnefs  and  feadinefs  to  grant  tho 
heft  mercies  to  his  people  thiat  feek  them  dply  at  his  hand  ) 
Mattfa.  vii.  II.  If  ye  then  being  evil, 'know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  unto,  your  children  ;  how  much  more  Ihall.  your  Fathei< 
which  is  in  heaVoi  give  good  things  to  tbem  that  aik  him  ? 
Q^  8.  Why  is  he  here  called ouc  Father  ? 
A*  Tofigmfyito  us>  that  it  is  notcoily  our  duty  to  .pray 
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Iccrctlf  by  and  for  ourfelvcs,  but  alfo  with  and  for  othen  ; 
Eph.  vi.  i8.  Praying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  fypplicatlon . 
in  the  Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  ^1  perfeverance,  and 
iiipplication  for  all  faints. 

Q^  9.  Why  is  God  faid  here  to  be  in  heaven  ? 

A.  It  is  to  note  his  fovereign  power  and  dominion  over  all, 
as  a  ground- work  of  faith  in  prayer. 
'   QT^io,  What  clfc  doth  it  import?  p 

A.  The  great  diftance  between  God  and  us,  which  ihould 

fill  our  hearts  with  an  holy  awe  of  him  ;  Ecclef.  v.  2. 

God  is  in  heaven,  and  thou  upon  earth :  therefore  let  thy  words 
be  few. 

Q.  I  r.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  It  (hews  us,  vrhat  a  fad  cafe  all  thofe  are  in,  that  havt  no 
^cial  intereft  in  God  as  a  Father. 

Q.  12.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 
•    A.  It  (hews  us  what  a  glorious  privilege  the  Lord  Jefu9 
Chrift  hath  purchiifed  for,  and  fettled  on  his  people  ;  Heb.  iv^ 
I  J,  J  6.  For  wc  have  not  an  high-prieft,  which  cannot  be 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  but  was  in  all 
points  tempted  like  a«  we  are,  yet  without  fin.     Let  us  there-* 
fore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain ' 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need. 
-   Q^  13.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  hence  ? 
'      A.  That  feeing  believers  have  a  Father  in  heaven,  they 
fliould  never  fear  wants  while  they  live,  nor  be  afraid  to  die, 
fince  death  brings  them  to  heaven,  their  Farfjer's  houfe^ 

Of  fartBifying  God's  Name, 

Queft.  loi. XTTTHat  do  we  pray  for  in  the  firft  petition  ?    . 
W     A.  In  thefrfipefitiont  which  ij,  [Hallow^* 
td  be  thy  name,]  we  pray  y  that  Ggd  wQttli  enable  uSf  and  others^ 
iQ  glonfy  him  in  all  that  wherehy  he  maketb  himfelf  knowni  an  J 
that  he  wottld  difpofe  all  things  to  his<ywn  glory.  - 

(^  1 .  Is  there  any  word  full  enough,  perfectly  to  exprefs  what 
God  is  ? 

A.  4»Jo,  his  name  is  fecret  5  Judges  xiii.  18^^  And  the  smgel 
^  the  Lord  faid.  unto  him,  Why  aikeft  thou  thus  after  my 
name,  feeing  it  is  fecret  ?  A  name  which  none  can  tell  ;  ProvJ 
XXX.  4.—* What  is  his  name,  and  what  is  his  Son's  name, 
if  thou  canft  tell?  A  name  above  every  name ;  Phil,  ii,  9. 
Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him 
a  name  which,  is  above  every  name.  But  the  name  by  whicl^ 
lie  9iore  eipecialiy  manifefls  himfelf,  is  tiie  name  I  A'M  \ 
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Ettd.  111.  14.  And  God  faid  unto  Mofts,  I  AM  THAT  I 
\'     AM:  And  he  faid,  Thus  {halt  thou  fay  unto  the  children  of 
'    Ifrael,  I  A  M  hath  fent  me  unto  you. 
j,        0^2.  What  doth  the  name  of  God,  I  AM,  fignify  to  us  ? 
I     .  A.  It  fignifies  to  us,  firfl,  The  reality  of  his  being,  in  op- 
'     portion  to  idols,  which  are  but  imaginary  and  fantaftic  things; 
I  Cor.  viii.  4.-7 — We  know  that  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the 
I    world,  &c>.     God  is  not  only  the  moft  perfed  being,  but  the . 
f    root  of  all  other  beings. 

Q^  ^.  What  elfe  doth  this  name  I  AM  import  ? 
A.  It  imports  both  the  perfeftion  and  eternity  of  God's  be- 
ing. I  AM  implies,  he  hath  not  that  now,  which  he  had  not 
formerly  ;  and  that  he  (hall  not  afterwards  have,  what  he  hath 
[    not  now :  and  that  there  is  neither  beginning,  end,  or  fuccef- 
■    fion  with  Ged,  whofe  name  is  I  A  M. 

I        (^  4.  But  what  are  we  here  to  underftandby  the  nameof  God? 

A.  All  thofe  things  are  here  intended,  by  which  he  manifefts 

'    himfelf  to  the  creature  ;  as  his  word,  works,  and  ordinances]^ 

!    but  e^cially  his  glorious  attributes ;  Exod.  xxxiv.  5,  6. - 

The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuf- 
I    fering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth. 

Q^'5.  What  is  it  to  hallow,  or  fanftify  his  name  ? 

A.  Not  to  infufe  any  holinefs  into  him,  which  he  had  not 

before ;  fo  he  fan£lifie9  us  ^  but  to  manifeft  and  acknowledge 

the  holinefs  of  God;  Jfa.  xxix.  23.  But  when  he  fecth  his 

children,  the  work  of  my  hands  in  the  midfl  of  him,  they  fhall 

''    fanfUfy  mv  name,  and  fan£Ufy  the  holy  One  of  Jacob,  and 

;    fiiall  fear  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

I       (^6.  Why  hallowed  or  fanftified,  rather  than  glorified  ? 
]    Why  that  word,  rather  than  this  ? 

A.  Becaufe  his  holinefs  is  the  beauty  and  luftre  of  his  other 

;    attributes.  His greatnefs  appears  in  his  holinefs;  Ifa.  xii.  6.— 

[    Great  is  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  in .  the  midft  of  thee.     So  doth 

!    his  power ;  Luke  i.  49.  For  he  that  is  mighty  hath  done  to 

me  great  things,  and  holy  is  his  name.     And  therefore  his 

'   holinefs  is  that  attribute,  which  angels  fingle  out  efpecially  to 

!   celebrate ;  Ifa.  vi.  3 .   And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid, 

'  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  ^c.     And  fo  do  men' 

aUb,  aait  is  the  caufe  why  thev  (hould  glorify  him  $  £xod.  xv. 

I    1 1 .-- — »Who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  hoUncfs,  iic. 

\       0^7*  What  is  the  firfl  thing  we  are  to  intend  in  this  petition  ? 

A.  The  meaning  is,  that  God  would  fo  difpofe  and  order 

dl  things  in  the  worjd,  as  may  beft  promote  and  advance  the' 

^orj  ^  his  name  i  oxi  wbidi  .ac^^oioit  we  may  pray  for  the. 


436  Am  Expofihn  tf  the  jfffnnU/ir  CaMUJkh 

defe^  of  God*8  enemies ;  Pfalm  Inxiii.  16,  i7»  i3.  UlI  tiuSf 
faces  with  ihame,  that  ^hey  may  feek  thy  name,  O  Lord.  Lee 
them  be  confounded  and  troubled  for  ever ;  yeat  let  them  be 
put  to  fliame,  and  periih ;  that  men  may  know  that  thou, 
whofe  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  ait  the  moft  High  over  all  the 
earth.  And  the  deliverance  of  his  church  and  people  ;  Pfalm 
Ixxix*  9.  Help  us,  O  God  of  our  falvation,  for  the  glory  (^  thy 
name  ;  and  deliver  us,  and  purge  away  our  fins  for  thy  name^s 
fake. 

Qj^  8,  What  is  the  fecond  thing  we  are  to  intend  in  it  ? 

A.  That  God  would  fit  us  for,  and  ufe  us  in  the  moft  fer- 
^iceable  capacity  for  the  glorifying  of  his  name ;  P&lin  IjtviL 
I,  2, 3-  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  \Ac&  us,  and  caiiUe  his 
face  to  fliine  upon  us:  That  thy  way  may  be  knQwn  aipcm 
earth,  thy  faving  health  among  all  nations.  Let  the  people 
pralfe  thee^  O  God,  let  all  the  people  praile  tbee. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  thing  intended  in  this  petition  i 

A.  That  God  may  not  only  glorify  bis  own  name,  anduf^ 
us  to  glorify  it,  but  that  it  ihould  be  our  endeavour  an4  joy 
to  have  it  glorified  by  others  all  the  world  over  j  Pfalm  cxlv- 
4,  5, 6.  One  generation  (hall  praife  thy  works  to  another9  an4 
(hall  declare  thy  mighty  ads.  I  will  4>eak  of  the  glorious  ho* 
nout  of  thy  majefty,  and  of  thy  wondrous  works.  And  p[ien 
{hall  fpeak  of  the  might  of  thy  terrible  ads  9  and  I  will  declare 
thy  greatnefs. 

(^  Id.  Why  muft  our  hearts  be  fo  Intently  fet  upon  the 
-  fandification  of  God's  name  ? 

A.  Becaufe  this  is  the  ultimate  end  of  our  own,  and  every 
ddier  being ;  Rom.  xi.  36^  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and 
to  him,  are  all  things  *,  to  ^hom  be  gk>ry  for  ever.  Amen* 
And  the  particular  end  of  God  in  our  eflPedual  calling  i  1  Per. 
ii.  9.  But  yt  are  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  prieilhood,  an 
holynatioxi,  a  peculiar  people,  that  ye  ihpuld  fliew  forth  the 
praifes  of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkneis  into  hii 
marvellous  light. 

Q^  II.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hpnce  ?  . 

A.  That  the  difhonour  of  God's  name  inuft  needs  be  a  cut* 
tingaf&idion  to  a  gracious  foul;  Pfakn  xlji.  10.  As  with  a 
fword  in  my  bones  my  enemies  reproach  me  i  while  tbcy  lay 
daily  unto  me.  Where  is  thy  God  ? 

0:^1 2.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  h^noe  ? 

A.  Th^t  it  is  a  drea4ful  infatuation,-  and  fpiritual  judgments 
upon  thc^e  men  that  think  they  glorify  God  in.  doing  }yotii 
^ing^  whic^  his  bul  huce^ii  iia.  J;cvi.  5«  Hoy:  xUe  w<»4.qf 


ilc  hotif  jre  %lnk  tireraWe  at  hii  woW :  Your  blretlirqA  that 
4atcd  )rQUi)i(!batJc9ft  yo«.out  foir  taj  namc^a  &kc,  laid,  Let  the 
I^ord  he  g^ifi^d :  iBi«a  he  ihall  appear  to  pur  joy,  and  they 
ifcaH  be  gfliiaipfid.  Aiid  Johii  iVi.  2\  They  ihall  put  you  out 
ai  the  fynagcgues :  Yeai  the  time  fconaietb,  that  wlioibevcr 
iiHfthyou,>i11  think  dia^  he  doth  God  fer?k:e. 

Q^  I  j .  What  is  the  frhird  inference  from  hence  ? 

A-  I1i9t  it  fliould  .|)e  indifferent  to  a  Chriftian  %hatcon- 
'dition  Ctod  pptdhim  intq^  fo  that  he  may  but  be  ufeful  to  fane- 
tify  and  etalt  the  name  of  God  therein  ;  Phil.  i.  20.— -As  al- 
wa^y  ;fo  inoipr  affd  Chr%  fliail  be  minified  in  my  body)  wfae- 
thirtr  it  be  by  life  or  by  death. 

^  i  Jf.  What  is  the  iaft  inference  hente  ? 
^'.  Tbait  it  is  an  high  aj^d  dreadful  proTocatioii  of  God  to 
prophahe  abd  abilife  his  woWhip,  whereon  his  name  is  called, 
wd  wbe'retn  it  is  to  be  fihaincd  5  Lev.  x.  i>  2j  3.  Ahd-Na- 
ddb  9IkI  AbibU)  the  fons  of  Aaron^  took  either  of  them  his 
ccnfer,  and  put  fire  therein,  sand  put  iricenfe  thereon^  and  tff- 
-ife^^tftrahge  ftre:before  the  Lord,  which  heconiikanded  them 
not.  And  there  went  out  fire  from  the  JLord^  and  devoured 
Ideaij  atid'they  Uied.bdfbre'the  Lord.  Then  Mutes  faid  un^- 
kp  A?iTQtt^  this  it.th3t.tbe  Lo)rd  fpake,  ifaying,  t  will  be  faiit^i- 
jSed  in  them  that 'come  high  me,  and  before  all  {he  people  irill 
I  be  glorified. 

Of  ifoJi's  kingdom. 

^eft,  idi.  i[1t  THiik  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fccobd  petition  ? 
yY  A.  In  the  jMi^ petitionymhich  is^  [Thy 
kingdom  c6mt^'\w'e  pray  that  Satan^s  kingdom  triay  be  defirby^ 
ifrf,  and  that  the  kingdxm  of  grate  may  be  advanced^  mrfch/ei 
and  others  ^brought  into  it,  mid  kepi  in  iij  and  that  fher  kingdofri 
if  glory  may  be  baji^ned^ 

<3l  I.  What  is  the  firft  thlfig  fignified  by  the  kingdom  8f 
Godliertf 

A.  The  gdrpei  :i$  here  intended  by  the  kingdbth  of  God, 

Matth.  xiii.  47.—^ — Again*  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  un* 

b  a  del:  that  Was  wft  into  the  fea,  and  gathered  of  every  »kind. 

.  (^  2.  What  is,  the  thing  fignified  by  the  comihg  of  this 

kingdom  ojF.<3tkt  ? 

A.  Itifighifies  .the  removal  of  all  irnpedinients,  tbathjhd^f 
its  propagation  in  the  world  j  2  Thcfl!  iii.  i .  Finally,  brethren, 
pray  for  usj  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  haVe  finec  e^SKirfc^ 
and  be  gloriiifid,  eveii  as  it  is  with  you;  ' 

VauVIU;  ^  S 
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Q^  3*  Whoy  and  what  binders  the  propi^gation  of  it  ? 
A.  Anticbrift)  thatmanof  fin,  binders.it  externally;  2 
Theff.  ii.  4.  Who  oppofeth  and  exalteth  himfelf  above  all  that  = 
is  called  God,  or  that  is^  worfhipped ;  fo  that  he  as  God  fitteth 
in  the  temple  of  God,  ihewing  himfelf  that  he  is  God.  The 
4eyil  and  mens  lufts  internally;  1  TheiT.  ii.  18.  Wherefote 
we  would  have  come  unto  yeu  (even  I  Paul)  once  and  again; 
.  bvt  Satan  hindered  us.  Luke  xix.  14.  But  his  citizeins  hated 
bim,  and  fent  a  meifenger  after  him,  faying.  We  will  not  have 
this  man  to  reign  over  us.  . 

Q.  4.  What  then  is  the  defire  of  all  good  men,  with  refpcft 
to  the  coming  of  the  gofpel  kingdom  ? 

A.  That  all  nations  may  be  brought  to  Chriilby  the  preach- 

r  ingofit,  ahd  fo  Chrift's  kingdom  be  greatly  exalted  and  en* 

larged  ;  lia.  ii.  2.  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days, 

.  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  ho'ufe  (hall  be  eftablifhed  in 

:  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  (hall  be  exalted  above  the  hills; 

and  all  nations  (hall  flow  unto  it. 

5.  What  is  the  fecond  thing  here  meant  by  the  kingdom 


of  God? 


A.  It  fignifies  and  intends  jhe  work  of  faving  grace  wrought 
in  ih^ns  fouls  ;  Lukexvii.  2t.-^-»Behold,  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you.   ■       ^    ■ 

0^6.  Why  is  this  work  of  grace  called  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

A.  Becaule  where-ever  faving  grace  coities,  it  fubdues.tbe 
foul  to  Chrift's  fceptre  ;  2  Cor.  x.  j.  Cafting  down  imaginati- 
ons, and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  know-  ; 
ledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift. 

Q^  7.  Wherein  confills  the  kingdom  of  grace  ? 

A.  It  confifts  hot  in  external  rites  and  obfervances,  but  in 
^  righteoufncfe,  and  peace^  and  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft;*Rom. 
xiv.  17.  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but 
righteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft 

Q.  8.  What  do  we  alk  of  God  in  this  petition,  with  refpefi: 
to  this  kingdom  of  grace  ? 

A.  Herein  we  defire  not  only  our  own  perfonal  progreffive 

fan£^ification,  but  the  fan£lification  of  others  all  the  world  o- 

vcr ;  Afts  xxvi.  29.  And  Paul  faid,  I  would  to  God  that  not 

only  thou,  but  alfo  all  that  hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almofi, 

.  and  altogether  fuch  as  I  am,  except  thcfe  bonds. 

Q*  9*  What  is  the  third  thing  here  meant  by  the  kingddm 
'of  God?  . 

A.  By  it  \%  here  meant  Jthc  future  ftate.of  glory  and  blcfied- 
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nefs;  i  Cor.  xv.  50.  Now  this  i  fay,  brethren,  thatflefli  and 
blood  cannot  iifllrit  the  kingdom  of  God,  eSrr. 
'  Q^io.  Why  is  the  heavenly  ftate  called  the  kingdom  of  God? 

A.  This  is  called  the  kingdom  of  God,  becaufe  in  that  ftate 
God  reigns  over  his  people  gloribufly,  there  being  no  rebellion 
in  them  in  the  leaft  degree;  Luke  xx.  36.— For  they  are  equal 
unto  the  angels,  and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  chtl« 
dren  of  the  refurredion.  And  they  reign  with  Chrift  5  Rer* 
iii.  2i.  To  him  that  overcometh,  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me 
in  my  throne,  ire. 

Q^i  I.  What  do  we  defire  in  prayar  for  the  coming  of  this 
kingdom  ? 

A.  We  defire  not  oiilyour  prefervation  in  oui  pafiageto 
that  ftate  of  glory ;  i  Pet.  ▼*  1  o.  But  the  God  of  Ji  grace,  who  • 
hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus,  after  that 
yehav^fuflFercd  a  while^  makeyou  pcrfeft,  ftablifh,  ftrength- 
en,  fettle  you.  But  the  haftening  of  it  to  ourfelves  and  others  $ 
Rev.  xxii.  20.— Amen,  even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus. ,  i 

(^12.  What  is  the  firft  inftruftion  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  gofp€^  is  an  invaluable  mercy,  as  it.  is  the  in- 
ftnmvent  of  bringing  us  into  Chrift's  gracious  and  glorious 
kingdom  ;  A£ts  xxvi.  1 8»  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them 
from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God, 
that  they  may  receive  forgivenefe  of'fms,  and  inheritance  a-» 
mong,  them'  which  are  fan£kified  by  faith  that  is  in  me. 
*  Qi.  ^3*  What  i^  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  i 

A.  That  many  men  really  hate  and  oppofe  the  very  thing' 
they  pray  for. 

0^14!  Wliat  is  the  laftinftrudlion.  hence  ?   , 

A.  That  how  firmly  foever  Satan's  and  Antichrift's  kingdom 
feem  to  be  founded  in  the  world,  they  muft  and  fli^l  fail  be- 
fore the  daily  prayers  of  the  faints. 

Concerning  the  doing  of  God^i  JVilh 

Qoeft.  103-  "¥1[THat  do  we  pray  for  in  the  third  petition  ? 

VV  ^-  ^n  the  third  petitiont  which  is^  [Thy 
will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven],  we  pray ^  thatGod^  by 
Ms  grace,  would  make  us  able  and  willing  to  know,  obey,  andfub' 
mit  ta  his  will  in  all  things,  as  the  angels  do  in  heaven*        y 

Q^  I :  What  will  of  God  is  here  intended  ? 

A.  Not  the  will  of  his  decree  5  for  that  is  in  hi  mfelf  alone;* 
I  Cor.  ii.  II.  The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the 
Spirit  of  God. 


^         An'  ISjcpo/kia/t  if  f*r  AfiM/^s  Qaieehlfffn^ 
',  (^  2.  V/hvty^AVthen  is  here  meant? 

A.  The  will  of  his  providence  may  be  here  mefint ;  Vt/i% 
dxxv.  6.  Whatfoever  the  Lord  pleafedi  chat  did  be  in  beaiveiii 
and  in  earth',  and  in  the  feas^  and  all  deep  places.  '  Aiid^  Pfidm| 
<5xix.  89.  For  ever,  O  Lord,  tby  word  is  fetded  in  beaveii.  Ydti 
^i/.They  cotitinue  this  diy  according  to  thiile  brdthaiices  i(* 
foi:  all  are  thy  fervants.  .  -' 

.  Q^  3*  iidw  p€  vfi  tp  uii4erftand  the  doisij^.  0^  tl^is  wH  of 
providence  in  heaven  ?    *      '\ 

'  A.  (r.)  Ais  it  is  done  by  the  fun,  moon,  aUdJkarsrif  Ffi^m- 
OCixv  89*  Thy  Wp^d  i«  fettled  in  heaveh.  Vei'<  fir.  T^ey'  ocii- 
tiniie  this  day  according  to  thine  ordinances.'  Pfalih  xix^^ 
His  going  fonh*  is  from  the  end  of  the  haven's  'an4  his  eir- 
cuirt  lintb  the  eAds  of  it;  and'  there  is  rtochii^g.  hid^f^om  Ubii 
heat-  thereof.  (2,)  As  it  is  doiic  by  angel^v  Pfajm'ciy,  4* 
"Who  xiaaketh  the  >ftgel8  fj^iritSy  his  >  mihifters  a  flaming  iBre^. 
I^eb.  h.  14.  Are  they  not  all  miniftering  fpirits^  ilefnt  f^tfa  toi 
minifter  for  them  who  &aU  be  ^eirs  of  fdvation  ?^ 
'  Q/ 4.  How  do  thefe  perform  the  "^ill  of  Qod'^^ providence  ? 
.  A'*.('i.)  The  hes^venly  bodlies  do  &;  evenly^'cotiftftfrtlj^,  and 
unwetK^^dly  ;  Pfalm  civ.  19.  Ijie  appdinteth  the  ihow  for  fca** 
fbnsy  the  full  kfioweth  his  ^oing  do#n*  (2O  Th^  ang/els  doit 
i^peedily,  Voliihtarily,'  cfaearfi^ly,'  and  fo  knOwirigly'j  Pialai; 
ciM-  ^  !•'  T^  'minivers  of  his^  that  do  his  plea&re^  ^ 
'   Qj^  ^.  Muft  we  be  agents  in  this  providential  l^tt,?- 

A.  TdSy'wejiiiift;  Adis  xiii.  36.  Fqt  David^  after  he  had 
ijpf ved  his  gener^ioti  by  fhe  will,  of  God^  f|fll  on  ileep. 
^  <^  61  How  muli  "we  do  it  ?    •  '  *  '  '      •' 

A.  By  employing  oUr  abilities,  faciiltiesi,  and  imerefts,  ta 

the  duties  6(gut  partic^ar  callings^  and  by'  moving  eonftantif, 

prudently,  'and  yigoroiiily  in  otir  own  fpherei  d'nd  fo  imiiattfl 

diofe  in  heaveii.  '  '      i       .       f.    t       . .     • 

•  Q.  7.  'WHy  do  we  pray  that  God's  will  of  providence  may 

'  A.  %caufe  we  are  bis  creatures,  andthe  moftnobl^inftni- 
ments  of  the  inferior  virbrld  \  and  therefo^re  wd  fliould  be  wil- 
Ihig  to  be  a£):<ed  by  hini»  sihd  aftive  forMn^ ;  ^tid  beoiuie  this 
will  of  providence  is  always  j|]ift,'  gobd^  and  true,  and  for  bis 
own  glory ;  Pfalm  cxlv.  i  7.  The  I^ird  is  rigtiteoos  in  all  his 
ways,  and  holy  in  d[li  his  works.  Pfalm  cxix*  89.  Fqr  ever, 
O  Lord,  thj  word  is  fettled  ih  h^ven.  Ver.  ^1 .  Tb6y  b^- 
due  this  day  according  to  thine  ordin^ces  i  for  all  2^^  |hy  ^^ 
vants.;  '   ■  '  '^  '  ;  ••'' 

'  ^,^  8.  What  other  will  of  Cod  is  l^erc  meant  ? 


4if,  Sdtp(^kn  of  the  AffMify's  Gutech^.  f4i 

4t«  Tlic  .will  of  his  pr«cepl!Sy  sdid  this  is  chiefly  intended. 
Q^  9.  And  how  is  this  will  tS  God  done  in  heaven  } 
.  A.  By  the  angels  it  is  4one  uniTcrfally,  chearfuifyy  cokiflshpt- 
InlmftHsly^  tlianyoUf^' loyally*  rfa^ly ;  P&lod  ciiv^  20.  JfUSjk^ 
9^e  Lo^dy  ye  biiangefii,^thac  excel  i^  ftrengtb,  that  dp  lis  com  ^ 
znimfaieati^  litarkeniiig  un«o  the  voice  of  his  wcMrd.'  An^fii 
f  n  done  by  the  iaints  in  heaven  ;  Rev.  yii.  1 5:.  Therefoveaic 
tlwy  b({fere  fike  tfhrone  of  pod,,  smd  ferve  him  day  andnight  iarhiv 
(emple  y  ^tiA  chap.  txiL  3*  And  his  fervants  ffaall  ferve  hinii. 
Q^to.  So  we  praiy  then  that  we  may  thus  dothe  wiU  of  God  I 
A.  Yea }  for  tW  yrt  cannot  perfeftly  without  6n  df>  it|  yet 
|hit  is  oiiff  duty  %  Mat.  v.  tib.  Be  yetkerelore  peHed,  tveni  ai 
JOMX  Father  w^ich  is  i^  heaven  H  |>6rfeA.  And  2n,aU>  otbei^ 
particulars  we  may  and  we  muft  imitate  diem  herein  }  P£d0\ 
sxix*  6.  Then  (half  t  not  b^  aihamcdy  when  I  have  refjped  un- 
tn  all  ^y  coQimandm^iiitSi  Verfe  14. 1  have  rejoiced  in  the  wa^ 
of  diy  tefiimonies  as  much  as  in  all  riches  Verfe  60.  I  made 
ka^  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments.  Verfe  1 1  a^ 
6r.  I  have  incHned  my  heart  to  perform  thy  ftatutes  always 
even  unto  the  end. 
/Q^  i  i.  How  muft  we  know  God^s  will  ? 

A.  Not  cottonaQy  and  rationally  only,  but  fpirituaUyaUb,;^. 
^  por.  ik  14.  Thiey  are  fpiritually  difcerned. 
*  0^12.  ^hy  is  khowing  God's  will  placed  here  before  doinjp 

A.  Becaufe  the  ui^derftanding  is  the  leading  htvitj^  wfth*" 
out  which  it  is  impoffiUe  there  Aould  be  any  obedience;  Prov* 
six.  2.  Alfo  tha^  the  foul  be  without  knowledge  it  is  not  good, 
)er.  V.  4,  Therefore  I  faid,  Surely  thefe  are  poor,  they  are 
fix^iOi ;  for  they  know  not  the  way  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  jtidg* 
mait  G^  their  God. 

Q^  13.  Why  pray  we  to  Cbd  for  this  knowledge ;  okn  we 
90t  know  it  of  ourfelves  i      ,  . 

A.  No,  it  is  the  fpecial  gift  and  grace  of  God ;  Gal.  i.  t^f 
lij.  But  when  it  pl^afed  God,  who  feparated  me  from  tOY  too^ 
thd's  w'ic^b^  and  called  me  by  his  grace,  to  reveal  his  90d  ia 
i|i^,  that  I  might  preach  him  among  the  Heathen,  immediately 
Iconfened  not  with  flefli  and  bk)od.  Eph.  i.  17, 1 9.  Th^  the 
God  of  our  Lord  JefusChrift^thc  Father  of  glory,  may  give  uft- ' 
to  you  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of 
him. — And  what  is  the  exceeding  greatnels  of  his  power  to 
US-ward  who  believe,  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty 
power.  Eph.  v.  %.  For  ye  were  ibmetimes  darknds,  but  wcxw 
*c  ye  Hgbt  in  ^  JLord*  , 
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Q^  14.  Why  do  wc  pray  that  we  may  obey ;  can  we  not  d6 
it  of  our  own  free i* will  when  wc  know  it  ? 

A.  No^  jfbr  our  wills  are  ftubborn  and  rebellious  againft 
God'^commandSy  as  well  as  Qur  n)inds  ignorant  of  them;  Rom« 
viii«  7.  Becaufe  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  Grod ;  for  it 
is.  not.fubje6i  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  25,  26.  Then  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and 
ye  (hall  be  clean ;  from  all  your  filthinefs^  and  from  all  your 
idols,  will  I  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you, 
and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  I  will  take  away  the 
ftony  heart  out  of  your  fleih^  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  6i 
fleih.  PhiL  ii.  i^.  For  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you,  both  tO' 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure. 
•   Qi,  *  S'  What  is  meant  by  fubmitting  to  God'^  will  i 

A.  (i.)  Either  a  voluntary  fubje£kion  of  foul,  and  a  prepar- 
ednefs  a£Lually  to  do  his  will :  Or,  (2i)  A  voluntary  and  filenr 
fttfamiffion  to  his  will  of  providence  in  afflifiion  :  but  in  this 
particular  we  cannot  imitate  thofe  in  heaven,  betaufe  no  crofs 
ever  befals  them. 

0^  i6.  Why  is  will  added  in  all  things  ? 

A  Becaufe  partial  obedience  is  no  obedience ;  he  that  does 
not  obey  God  in  every  thing,  obeys  him  in  nothing ;  Jam.  ii. 
10.  For  whofoever  (ball  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  dfend  itf 
one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.  . 

q.  17.  Why  do  we  pray  that  God  by  his  grace  would  work 
this  will  in  us,  and  by  us  ? 

A.  Becaufe  it  is  free  grace  that  determines  it ;  2  Tim.  i.  9. 
Who  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not 
according  to  our  woi^ks,.  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and 
gracci  which  was  given  us  in.  Cbrift  Jefus,  before  the  world  . 
began.  And  efficacious  grace  that  works  it  in^us,  and  enables 
lis  to  do  it  5  Eph.  V.  8.  For  ye  were  fometimesdarknefs,  but  now 
are  ye  light  in  the  Lord.  Verfe  10.  Pfoying  what  is  acceptable 
unto  the  Lord.  ~  '        ,       ' 

Q^  i8.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  it  is  man's  glory  and  felicity  to  be  con£brm€d  to  the 
will  of  God  5  Prov.  xii.  26.  The  righteous  is  more  excellent 
than  his  neighbpur*  Pfal.  xix.  10,  ii;  More  to  be  defired  are 
they  than  gold^  yea,  than  much  fine  gold;  fweeter  alfo  than 
honey  and  the  honey-comb.  Moreover,  by  them  is  thy  fervant 
warned,  and  in  keeping^of  them  there  is  great  reward.^ 

Q^  19.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  we  muft.mortify  in  ourfelves  evefy  luft  that  con* 
tradids  God's  will,  and  renounce  without  ourfelves  every  thing 
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.  that  comes  in  competition  therewith  ;  i  Cor.  ix.  itlt.  But  I  keep 
under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjcdion  ;  left  that  by  atiy 
means  when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  (hould  be  a 
caft-away.  Gal.  vi,  14.  But  God  forbid  that  I  (hould  glory, 
iave  in  thecrob  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  the  world 
is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world. 

<^  ao.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  it  is  in  vain,  yea,  a  provocation,  to  prajf,  ifwc 
be  not  obedient  to  God's  will ;  Prov.  ii.  8,  9.  He  keepcth  the 
paths  of  judgment,  and  prefcrveth  the  way  of  his  faints.  Then 
(halt  thou  underftand  righteoufneft,  and' judgment,  and  eqai« 
ty ;  yea,  every  good  path. 

(^21.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ? 

A.  That  the  law  ftill  hath  the  authority  of  a  rule  to  believ- 
ers, becaufe  it  reveab  God's  will,  which  they  muft  do. 

Concerning  our  daily  Breads 

Queft.  104.  "¥TIT^*^  ^®  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^"  ^^^  fourth  petitioti  ? 
W  A.  In  the  fourth  petition^  which  iSf 
[Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread],  we  pray  ^  that  0/ God's  free 
g^t  we  may  receive  a  competent  portion  cf  the  good  things  of 
this  life^  and  enjoy  his  bleffmg  with  them. 

Q^  I.  Why  is  this  petition  placed  after  the  three  former  ? 

A.  Becaufe  thofe  concern  immediately  and  generally  God's 
gbry,  in  the  advancement  of  his  name,  kingdom  and  will,' 
which  ought  to  be  preferred  to  all  our  perfonal  concerns  \  Pfat. 
Izix.  9.  For  the  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up.  ^6ts 
xxi.  13.  For  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die 
at  Jerufalem  JFor  the  nam«  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

<^  2.  Why  is  it  put  before  the  two  following  petitions  ? 

A.  Not  for  its  worth,  but  for  its  order;  for  we  can  have 
noipiritualbleflings,  unlefswe  have  a  natural  being  in  this 
life. 

0^  3.  What  kind  of  bread  is  here  meant  ? 

A.  Not  fpiritual  brisad,  or  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (as  fome), 
but  corgonX  and  temporal.  ^ 

0^4.  What  is  included  in  this  word  bread? 

A.  Not  that  only  which  we  caU  ftii£Uy  bread,  but  all  the 
good  things  of  this  prefent  life. 

0*^5.  iio  we  hereby  beg  pure  necei&ties  only  ? 

A.  No,  we  pray  for  conveniences  for  our  comfort,  as  well 
as  neceflaries  for  our  li  fe. 

x^  6.  Do^  we  herein  pray  only  for  perfonal  good  things  foV 
5>urbeiugJ 
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A.  N6)  we  pray  for  civil  good  things  for  iHir  cQQiditk)^,  mt 
accorcUng  to  our  degree  in  the  world,  in  which  God  ^athjdgi'^ 
jced  my .  we  may  have  a  convenienc  allowance. 

(^  7.  Do  we.psay  liere  for  ourfdvesoaly  ? 

A-  1^  but  alfe  for  o^r  charge,  chikhm,  andfamly^  that 
under  and  with  ua  they  .may  have  the  goodiihing$  of  this  life. 

Qj^  8.  Why  do  we  pray  ito  God  for  Acft  good  things,  can 
«9(e  not  get  them  ourfelyes,  or  our  fellowrfirtatims  giive  ihem 
tou$? 

A*  Npt  without  .God  :  •wfaatevor  ^e  have  of  thefe  tbiagi, 
4hey  9ne  fcom  God  \  who0?er  ,be  the  fecond  caufeior  Jnfi^- 
ment :  If  ourfelves,  God  gives  us  ability  and  fnoeefs  <to  g^ 
them;  if  others,  God  jncliaed 'their  iheaits,  and  .opened  their 
liands  fio  beftow  them;  Deut.  wu  17.,  %.$.  Andthou  fay  in  \ 
thine  hoift,  JMy  power  .and  the  might  of  :my  handjbadi  ^Qtwn 
me  this  wealth.  But  thou  (halt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God ; 
for  it  is  he  that  givctli  thee  power  to  get  wealth.  , 

Q.  9.  Why4o  we  prayto  Godtdgiyeius^brcad?  -  j 

A*  Becaufe  the  kaft  crumb  pf  bread  is  a  free  gift,  and  ne-    ; 
vqr  i:an  be^merited  by  all  we  can  do  or  fuffer ;  Liiketxviii  io« 
cSo  lifccwife  ye,  .when Aye  (ball  have  done.allthefe  things  vAti^ 
are  commanded  you,  (ay,  We  are  unprofitable  fenvai^ts^ 

-^  1Q.  Wby  ati^e.a^lfthefe  things  couched  under  the  expref^  ' 
tion^lbicad?  ] 

A.  ( I.)  .^ecauie  bread  is  one  of  thenxoft  necefiary  aitd  ul^"  I 
.flit  things  to  pffe&rve  life.  (2.)  Becaufewe.muft  not  ^.de**  | 
:licacies  andidatntiesrof  God.  | 

Q^jii.  Wihatis^meant  byuflaykifourjpctition  .^ 

A.  Either^  (t.)    A  natural  day  of  twenty-four  hours;  org. 
(2.)  The  d^  of  <5ur  whole  life- 

q.  12.  Why.do  we tpray  for  daily  bread  ? 

A.  Becauf<»God  nittft  giveois  the  merpies  and  good  &ings 
of  every  day,  or  clfc  we  cannot  have  them« 

Q^  1 3.  Why 'Ihould'we  not  pray  for  weekly,  or  monthly,  or 
yearly  bread,  as.  wellas.daily? 

A.  (i.)  Becaufeitisiit  wefhouldbeilill'f^hfibleofoiif  de-" 
pendance  upon  God*  (2.)  Becaufe  we  Jo  frequently  pray  to  ; 
God,  and  fo  exert  our  graces,  and  maintain  commuriioii  with 
him,  and  daily  render  thanks^  (or  daily  favours ;  ?Pfalm:lv.  17^: 
Evening;  and  morning,  and  'at  noon  will!  prayi^  and  cry  alolid, 
and  be  (hall  hear  .my  .voice.   , 

Q^  1 4.  What  need  we  to  pray  for  daily  breads  when  we.may 
have  (lores  laid  up iorvears?  ^ 

A.  They  that  have  the  good  things  of  this  life  ne^to  pwy 


mi  jpetitlotH  ds  well  ^  Ibejr  that  hiave  them  dot.  Kot  tliac 
they  may  have  laread^  bUt  that  it  may  be  bread  to  them.j  fx^ 
^kaefi  God  gtire  bi$  l^eflkng  Upon  it,  bt:ea4  would  be  sdhcs^  an4 
not  fiifteiitsibe^tib  H>  uii  $  iif  kLer  could  all  the  «oixi&^t6  of  thU 
lifeido  419  ^^  good  }  Ifli;  iii.  u  Fot"  befaotdiithe  Lord,  the  Lprl 
«flioilB  4fsfih  tikc'VmjXf  ivwn  JerUKaleinVud  firom  Judah,  the 
whole  (lay  of  breads  and  the  whole  (lay  of  water;  MaL  it.  i,  2. 
;j4mi  now,  Oyf  prieft$,this  ^ammaadaieiit  is  for  you:  if  ye 
)nll  not  heir,  and  if  ye  will  not  lay  it  to  hearty  to  give  glory 
Wo  my  name,  laithtkeLord  o^bom,I  Mrili  ereii  feiid  aeur(c 
bpon  jr^o,  aildl  will  curie  your  bleflTmgs  1  yea,  I  have  curfed 
yUm  already,  bcb^ufe  you  do  not  lay  it  to  heart; 

Q^  1 5;  Why  do  we  pray  only  for  daily  bread,  or  A  comp^ 
.ttncy^  may  lire  lAot  pray  for  abUnd^lce  and  richer  ?  \ 

A.  Ko,  becaufo  irich^$  are  a  great  fiiare  atia  tomptationi 
Matth.  %\%.  a3,  24.  Thm  fskid  )efad  uiiio  his  dtfctplei^.  Verily 
i  (ay  unto  ybtt>  tttat  a  rich  man  fliall  hardly  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  And  again  t  fay  unto  yoii^  It  i^  eaiier  for 
a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  niah 
•to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  Proy.  sax,  8i  9.  KemoVe 
.&r  £ro0ii  me  v^iky  am  lies ;  giv^  me  neither  poverty  nor  rii^hes^ 
ifeed  me  with  foM»d  convenient  for  me  i  left  I  be  full,  and  deny 
thee^  and  f^y,  Who  is  the  Lord  I  Or  leftibepoof)  add  fteal^^and 
take  the  ttanie  oi  my  Gbd  in  vain; 

Q.  16*  What  0ifll  we  then  do  with  richest  if  providenCb 
eafl  them  upon  us^  ihall  .#e  call  them  away  ? 

A.  No,,for  fomeofthcbeft  of  men,  atld  greaieftdf  God^<; 
&V6urites,  have  lived  and  died  rich.  Btit,  (f .;  We  mud  w>eaii 
fM^  hearts  from  them  %  Pfalm  Ixii.  ro,  Tfuft  not  in  opprc&ioiii 
ftad  become  not  vain  iii  robbery  s  if  riches  increafe^lct  not  yonir 
heart  upon  them.  (2.)  Be  thankful  for  them  ;  and,  (3.)  Fruit*^ 
Itil  with  them  in.  a£b  of  piety  and  charity  ^  i  Tim.  vu  1 7,  lo; 
iChaxge  theili  tiiat  are  rith  in  this  world,  that  they  be  not  hign^ 
finindedj^  fusa  truft  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God^ 
trho  giveth  us  mhly  all  things  to  enjoy :  laying  Up  in  (lore  fcfr 
rtfaeia^elves  a  good  foiindau^n  4gaib(l  the  time  lib  come^  that 
,they  may  Uy  bold  on  eternal  life. 

<^  17^  Wheteforeis  the  bread  tailed  our  bread  ? 
.  A.  Not  becdufe  we  ate  abfolute  lords  and  poiKiTorb  4>f  it, 
idt  ttisGpd'a  oyy ;  tialm^dtiy.  1,  2.  Theearth  is  the  Lord's, 
and  the  fuinefs  thereof  $  the  worlds  axid  tliey  that  dwell  there* 
in;  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  feas,  and  eftabUlbed  it 
upon  the  floods.   Pfalni  1,  x6, 12.  For  every  beaft  of  thefo* 

Vot.  Villi  T 
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reft  k  mincy  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.  If  I  'vrsrtr 
.  hungry*  I  would  not  tell  thee,  for  the  world  is  mine,  and  the 
fulnefs  thereof .  But,  (i.)Becaufe  vre  ^uft  have  a  covenant, 
right  to  it  \  andf  (a.)  A  civil  right ;  we  muft  come  lawfully  an<l 
honeftly  by,  and  fo  keep  the  good  things  of  this  life  \  a  Theffr 
iii.  io.  For  even  when  we  were  with  you,  this  wecommanded 
you,  that  if  any  would  not  work,  neither  ihould  he  eat. 

Q^sS.  Having  prayed  for  our  daily  bread,  need  we  to  labour 
and  endeavour  to  get  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  we  muft  labour  in  good  and  honeft  callings ;  GcxPs 
blelTiiig  and  man's  induftry  muft  concur  tcwaids  the  prefeirt 
maintenance  of  life  v  Pfalm  exxviii.  f ,  a.  Blefled  is  every  <^ 
that  feareth  the  Lord  :  that  walketb  in  bis  ways.  For  thou  (halt 
cat  the  labour  of  thine  hands :  happy  (halt  thou  be,  and  it  ihaM 
•be  well  with  thee.  Prov.  x.  4,  ^^,  He  becometh  poor  that 
dealetb  with  a.  flack  hand  }•  but  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh 
f  ich.  The  Ueifing  of  the  Lord  maketh  rich,  and  he  addeth  no 
ibrrow  with  it,  x  . 

Q^  19.  What  is  the  firft  inference  ffom  it  ? 

A^  That  we  muft  not  feek  great  matters  for  ourfelves,  nef- 
ther  make  them  the  mattcf  of  prayer  to  God  \  nor  the  end  and 
defign  of  our  labours  and  calJings  among  men. 

Q^  20*  What  is  a  fecond  infevence  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  having  food  and  raiment^  we  muft  be  thJcrewitik 
content,  and  therefore  thai^ul  ^  i  Tim<  vi.  8.  And  having 
food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  eoutent.  i  TheC  v.  il>. 
In  every  thing  give  thanks.^ 

<^  21.^  Whatistbethirdijaference  ? 

A.  That  we  afcribe  net  our  fuccefs  in  the  world  to  our  own 
fkill  and  indiiftry,  for  the  wiieit  and  moft  ipduftrious  do  fbme- 
times  labour  in  the  fire,  and  put  their  gain  in  a  bag  of  holes;^ 
but  to  God's  free  donation  to  us,  and  to  his  bleffing  upon  our 
endeavoiirs  \  Gen.  xxxiii.  5,  ii.  And  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  and 
faw  the  women  and  the  children,  and  faid,  Who  are  thofe  witAr 
thee  ?  And  he  faid,  the  children  which  God  hath  gracioufly 
given  thy  fervant.*-Take,  I  pray  thee,  my  bleffing  that  fe 
brought  to  thee,  becaufe  God  hath  dealt  gracioufly  with  iM, 
and  becaufe  I  have  enough.  Deut.  xxviii.  3.  Blefied  (halt 
.thou  be  in  the  city,  and  blefied  (halt  thou  be  i%  the  field.  Ver*. 
6.  Bleiled  (halt  thou  be  when  thou  comeft  in,  and  blefled  (bak 
thou  be  when  thou  goeft  out^  * 


[  AnEy^pefiiim  ^  the  Affirribly^s  Caeeii/ht:^  t^f 
X^oncerning  Fcrgivenefs  of  Sins* 

I   C{iid(t  105*  \Tl  7^^*^  ^^  ^^  P^^7  ^^^  ***  *^  ^*  petition  I 
I  VV       A.  In  the^'thpetitionf 'which  iSjlAni 

[   foc-gtve  us  our  detes,  a&  we  forgive  our  debtorsi]  we  pray  ^' thai 
f*  Cod^for  Chrtfi^sfakey  'mould  freely  pardon  all  our  fins :  vMch 
\*   v^  are  the  rather  encouraged  to  afk^  hecaufe  by  his  grace  we  are 
i   enahledfrpmtbe  heart  to  forgive  others. 
I       0^1  •  Why  doth  this  petition  irame<tiatelyfoUow  the  former  ? 
A.  To  teach,  that  all  temporal  and  corporal  goodthinp,^ 
without  fpecial  andfpiritual  ones,  are  little  worth ;     Pfalm  iv. 
6.  There  be  many  that  fay.  Who  will  (hew  us  any  good  ?  Lord« 
lift  thou  jup  the  light  of  thy  countenance  jupon  us*  Pfalm  xrii. 
,  14,  1 5*  From  men  which  are  thy  hand,  O  Lord,  from  men 
of  the  world,  which  have  their  portion  in  this  life,  and  whofe- 
L   h^  thou  fiUeft  with  >thy  hid  treafure.    They  are  full  of  chil- 
i    (ken,  and  leave  the  reft  of  their  fubftance  to  their  babes.     As . 
fpr  me«  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteouihe& :  I  (hall  be  fatis* 
fied,  when  I  awake  with  thy  likenefs. 

Q^  2.  Why  is  it  annexed  to  the  former  with  the  copulative 
^^.  .      * 

A.  To  teach,  that  to  he  .one  miawte  in  die  confluence  of  all. 
I   earthly  good  things,  without  the  pardon  of  fin,  is  a  very  danger*^ 
Ottsand  dreadful  condition  j  Li»kexii.  i6j  ac.  And  he  fpake 
.    a  parable  unto  the&o«  faying.  The  gro<iAdx)f  a  certain  rich  ma»* 
hrottgbt  forth  plentifolly  .t  But  G^  faid  unto  him,  Thou  fppU 
\-  this  night  ihall  thy  ibul  be  required  of  thee,^  then  whofe  (hall 
:    thofe  things  be  which  thou  haft  provided  ? 
;        q.  3.  Why  is  ibrgivenefe  of  fins  placed  in  the  front  of  fpiri* 
tual  bleffings  i 

A.  Becaufe  till  fin  h^  pardoned,  vte  are  under  wrtth,  and 

%an  have  no  fpecial  faving  grace  applied  to  U8,.  till  we  are  ac«  ■ 

cepted ;  till  we  arje  in  Chrift,  we  have  no  covenant-right  to  the 

bleffings  of  Chrift;  Mat.  %\,  28..  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 

labour  and  are<  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Ver«  30^ 

For  my  yoke  is  eafy^  and  my;  burden  blight ;  John  xv.  4,  5. 

Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you  ;  as  the  branch  cailnot  bear  jfruit 

jof  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  except 

ye  abide  in  me.    I;^am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches.     He  that 

abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much 

-fruit :  for  without  me  yc  can  do  nothing.— —rVer.  7.  If  ye  a- 

^    bide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you ;  ye  ftiall  dlk  what  ye 

i     vill>  audit  Ihall  be  done  unto  you*   John  iii.  ult.  He  that  be- 

1    Jieyeth  on  tne  Son,  hath  evcrlalHng  life  5  and  hethatbelieyfith. 


not  the  Sori)  (hall  not  fee  life*,  but'tbe  wrath  of  God  abid^ 
'  oih'him.'' '   .   *  ■  i 

<3L^  4.  Why  dowc  pmf  for  IcMrgfVeitcfs  ?  Cs^not  ^c  mate 
amends  for  our  firis,  and  be  freed  from  their  guik>  wifhoul  pat^' 
jten?'  ^      '  •"■•'■'  •   '  ♦ 

A.  Nis  ail  that  we  can  ever  doi  or  fuffbr,  can  never  expiates 
the  guilt  of  the  leaft  fin  ;  Pfalin  xlix.  71 8.  'Nene  of  theiB  eai|> 
1>^  aAy  means  redeem"  bis  brother,  nor  give  to  Gold  i  ralifctoi  for 
jMiiii  (for  the  redemption  of  tKeir  Ibtd  is  prdcio«is>  and  it 
ceiafctb  for  ever. y  i  Sam.  ii.  15.  Ifoiiensantin  agat nftiabthof, ' 
^he  judge 'Aall  jud]^  him  :  but  if  a  man 'fin' aigainit  the  JLord^' 
iAo  fliaU  intreat  fe^  him  ?  .      ,    .  . 

QL5'  ^^^  ^^^  thfi»  freely,  and  e^t  of  mere  grace,  forgjive 
!»?■  ^"     .    "    "    •*    •'    -  ■''    ■\^    ^    ^  l'"'^      • 

A<  Xes^  without  any  refpe^  had  to  airy  thing  we  can  de^^, 
or  be;  I&.xiiii.  15.  1,'everiIamhethatblottkKomthytrairf^^^ 
gfeffiotttf forming  own  &ke,'  and  will  hot  rememfeNerthf  fink 
Kom  ix,  15.  I  will  have  mercy  on  irhom  \  witt  have  mmy, 
alid  I  wiil  have  eonApoffion'  on  -  whotR  I  wiH  have  compaiSon.* 
Vcr/  i^/Tberefore  hath  he  meircy  on  whom  he  wiH  have 
xliercy^  and  whom  he  ViU  he  bardeneth.  ' 

"    Qi,  6*  How  do^K  Goi  forgive  firts  ? 

A»  (i  .y  Unirerfafl^,  all  fins ;  £xod.  xxsiv.  <J,  y.  i^ndf  the. 
Xiord  pafTed  by 'before  him,  and  ]pr6ciarmed,  th^ 'Lord,' t^e 
X*ord  God',  'mcf'cifttl  and'  gracious,'  I^Jng-ftiffering,  arid  abun- 
dant iti  goodiiefs  and  ti'tith,  keeping  mercy  for'  theulands  ; 
forgiving  ihiquity,  ai^d' trai:^greffibn,"and'  fin.  Jer.  rxattii.  ^. 
And  r  will  icteahie'  themr  firom  all  their  iniquity^  whereby  they 
"have  finned  agaihft  me :  And  I'wili  par<ibn  all  their  iniouities, 
whereby  they;  hive  fiiiafed,  and  whereby  thev  have  tranfg^^^^ 
againfl  mfe.  Hofea  iiv.  2.'  Takfe  away  all  iniquity;;  and  receive 
tis  gracioufly.  Xi-)  Completely,  and  perfeaiyi  Ifa.  xKii.  15.' 
i>  even  I  arh  he  that  blottc^l^  but  thy  trarifgreflions  formineown 
^ake,  and  wHl  not  remember  thy  fins,  rfalm  ciii.  12.  As  fer 
^s  the  eaft  IS  front  the  weft,  fo  far  hath  he  removed  burtranf- 
greflians  from  us.  Mic.  vii. jp^  He  willfubdije buriuiautties; 
and  thou  wilt  caft  all  bur-  fins  into  the  depth's  of  the  fea.  Ha.' 
xxxviii.  17I  Fbrthouhaft  call  all  my  fins  behind  thy  back.  (j.'JL 
iverlaftihgly ;  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  For  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity, 
and  I  Wiir  remember  their  1art  no  more.  Heb;  viii.  12-.  And 
Aeir  fins  and  their  iniquities  will!  remember  no  more. 

'Ql.7'  ^^  doth  nbt  Cod  puniffi  tHeifn  afterwafd,  whom  \4,  ' 
h^s  juftified  «rtd  forgiven  ?- 
*  'A.  No,  not  with  a  proper  and  vindi6Uve  punifliment  5  but 


|i«VrMl^  «vi)&  Vifon  themior,  tbsir  fins,  as  a  father  daftire^kis 
child>  and  ptber  forts  ofaffliclioi»  for  thdr  ipiritual  gooit 
|{«  may  W  aagry,  as  a  Father,  witli  thoie  h^  has  pardonod, 
b«t  oeva  hale  them  as  a  condemning  J^dge  ^  PTalni  kxxix. 
oA.  My  mefcy  will  I  Iceep  for  him  for  evermore,  at|4  my  c<>- 
yenant  QtM  iland  faft  with  him.  Yef.  34.  My  owenanl  wffi  \ 
not  biFeak,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  oil  my  lips. 

<^  S.  How  eaii  God  be  &id  freely  to  parid^p  all  our  fins, 
wlben  we  pray  i^  oiay  be  done  for  Chrift's  fake }  dpes'iiot  that 
imply  thatChrift  ha^iattsficd  God  for  our  fins,  aod  deferred 
w  reimifion  I 

A.  Yes,  it  docs  fo ;  for  ^hc  Lord  Chrift,  by  HsIileaMiA 
death,  4id  fatisfy  divine  jui[ltcc,  and  did  merit  our  forgiveneb : 
Bttt  if  he.  did  fo,  we  did  not  &>)  our  fins  coOf  him  dear,  but 
Uieir  pi»rdon  coft  us  nothing  ^  our  pardon  is  perfe^ly  free  to 
119,  though  due  to  Chrift,  for  God  gave  Chrilt  freely  for  us^ 
God  accepts  ef  his  merits,  and  applies  them  to  usfreely  ^  Rom. 
Hi.  2i^.  Being  )uftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  fe- 
demption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

qI  9.  But  is  AtH  nothing  required  from  us,  as  the  conditi- 
on oTpandon  i  asd  if  fo,  how  can  it  he  abfolutely  free  if 

A.  Tnere  are  required  repentance  from  fin,  and  &ith  in  the 
lA>Td  Chrift;  Luke  xiii.  r  But  except  ye  r^m^  ye  flialiall 
Ukewife  periih  ;  Jolui  iii.  1!//.  And  ht  that  believeth  not  tho 
Sen,  fhall  not  fee  life ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  hii». 
This  is  required  hoixi  us  towards  our  pardon,  but  yet  it  is  free, 
(i.)  Beeaufe  God  freely  ordains  tJius  to  {»rdon.  (2.)  Becaufe 
bo^  tlveffeare  the  free  gifts  of  God  $  AGU  xi.  18.  Then  hath 
God  alib  to  the  Gentile^  granted  repentance  unto  life.  ^ph.  ii. 
8.  For  by  grace  are  ye  fayed|  thrpugh  faith  ;  and  that  not  of 
yourfelves,  it  istb^  gift  (^God. 
'   Q:^  ^*  When  then  are  our  fins  forgiven  ? 

A.  Juft  upoa  our  cIoi\ire  with  Chrift  by  faith,  in  that  verjr 
9ioment  $  Rom.  Y-  I*  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  vrt 
have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lwd  Jefus  Chrift  Rom. 
Tiir.  I.  Th^^e  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them 
which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Q^  II.  Why  do  we  pray  in  the  anfwer,  for  the  forgivenefs , 
efali  our  fins? 

.  A.  Becaufe  if  the  le^  guilt  flioutd  ren.ainupon  us,  it  would 
exclude  us  firom  God's  favour,  and  lodge  us  in  everlafting* 
burnings  ^  Rom.  vi.  ub.  For  the  wajges  of  fin  is  death. 

Q.  1^2.  What3;re  the  privileges  and  bleffings  that  acconf^pany 
Mjrdcm? 
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A.  Jttftifi.cation  is  accompamed  with  adoption;  Jobou  12." 
But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  theni>  gave  he  power  to  be* 
come  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name. 
With  the  Spirit  and  principle  of  all  grace  and  holinef$  \.  h  Cor. 
vi.  f  I.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you  ^  but  ye  are  waflied,  but 
ye  are  fanflified,  but  ye  are  jultified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefu8,.and.by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  With  an  infallible  tide 
CO  eternal  glory ;  John  iii*  i6.  That  whoibever  believeth  in  him 
fliould  not  perifli,  but  have  everlafting  life;  Rom.  viii.  30. 
Whom  he  juAified,  them  he  alfo  gbrified. 

<^  13.  How  may  we  know  that  we  are  pardoned  and  juf- 
tifkd? 

A.  Ordinarily,  by  oar  ianftificaiiony  by  our  loathing  of  fiui 
otir  contempt  of  the  world,  our  valuing  of  Ghrift,  our  love  and. 
tfaankfulnefs  to  God,  he,  1  Cor.  vi.  11.  But  ye  are  ian^fied. 
Rom.  vii.  24.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  me 
from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  Gal.  vi.  14.  By  whom  the  world 
is  crucified  unto  me, and  I  unto  the  world,  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  .Unto, 
you  therefore  which  believe,  he  is  precious.  Luke  vii.  47.. 
Her  fins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven;  for  flie  loved  much. 

Q^  14  What  is  meant  by  [our  ?]  Is  it  only  fuch  fins  as  wtt 
have  perfonally  and  a£iually  committed  ? 

A.  No,  but  alfo  Adam's  fin,  which  iso^rs  by  imputation  i 
Rom.  v.  19.  By  one.  man's  difobediosce,  many  were  made 
finners.  And  original  fin,  which  is  ours  by  inhefion  ;  Pfalm 
li.  5.  Behold,  I  was  (hapea  iniquity,  and  in  fm  did  my  mother 
conceive  me.  And  other  mens  fin«>  which  we  have  made 
ours,  by  exciting  them  to  them,  not  hindering  of  them,  filenceat 
them,  and  other  ways ;  2  Sam,  xii  9.  Thou  haft  kilted  Uriah 
the  Hittite  with  the  fword,  and  haft  taken  his  wife  to  be  thy 
wffe,  and  haft  flain  him  with  the  fword  of  the  children  c£ 
Ammon. '  i  lim.  v.  22.  Neither  be  partaker  of  other  mens 
fins. 

Q^  1 5.  Wherefore  are  fins  called  debts  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  are  a  non-payment  of  God's  does*  a  non- 
performance of  our  duty  ;  which  mak^es  us  liable  to  the  arreft 
p{  death,  and  to  the  prifon  of  hell.  ' 

Q^  1 6.  Why  do  we  plead  our  own  forgiViGtiefs  of  others  ? 

A.  Not  as  any  merit  of  our  own  pardon  ;  but  either  as  an 
,  encouragement  to  ourjfelves  to  beg  pardon;  feeing  fu<;h  evil, 
envious,  and  malignant  perfons,  are  enabled  to  forgive  others, 
much  more  may  we  hope  the  good  and  gracious  God  will  for-, 
give  us  :  or,  as  a  condition,  without  which  we  xas.have  no 
pardon,  and  with  which  welh'all;  Matth.yi.  14.  Forif  JQ 
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:     forgive  men  theintrefpafies,  your  heavenly  Father  will  alfi> 

forgive  youi 
[       Q^  17.  How  do  others  trefpafs  againft  us  ? 

A.  When  they  injure  us,  either  in  our  pcrfons,  of  names, 
!  or  families,  ore{tates,or  foiils,  ifc.  i  Sam.  ii.  25.  If  one  man 
;'  fin  againft  another,  the  judge  ihall  judge  him  ;  but  if  a  man 
|f    fin  againft  the  Lord,  who  ihall  intreat  for  him  ? 

Q7^i8.  Can  we  foi;give  our  neighbour  freely,  fully,  and  per- 
kSAj%  as  God  doth  forgive  us  ? 
A.  We  cannot. 

Q^  19.  What  then  is  the  meaning  of  God's  forgiving  us,  as 
we  forgive  others  ? 

A.  Not  as  to  the  quantity  and  perfcfiion  of  forgivencfs,  but 
'al  to  the  fincerity  and  quality  thereof}  Matth.  xviii.  ult.    So 
i    iikewife  {hall  ray  heavenly  Father  do  alfo  unto  you,  if  ye  from 
;    yttur  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trefpaffes. 
Q.  20.  Are  we  alwayc  bound  to  manifeft  outwardly  our  lore 
aridforgiveneis  to  all  our  enemies,  and  to  behave  ourfelves  to- 
wards them  as  fri^ds  ? 

A.  No,  if  we  have  experienced  them  to  be  treacherous  and 

fklfe,  and  fee  no  change,  ^e  are  not  bound  to  truft  them  ;  if 

they  be,  and  remain,  wicked  and  profane,  we  muft  not  aflbciate 

with  them  \  P&l.  xxvi.  5.  I  have  bated  the  congregation  of 

evil  doers,  a]^d  will  not  fit  with  the  wicked.  Ver.  4.  I  have 

not  fat  with  vain  perfons,  neither  will  I  go  in  with  diflemblers. 

Q^  2 1 .  What  then  muft  we  dd  to  fuch  ? 

A.  We  muft  heartily  forgive  them  all  their  injuries,  we 

:    muft  love  them  with  the  love  of  benevolence,  pray  for  them,  aiid 

he  ready  and  willing  to  do  them  all  good,  both  of  body  and  foul ; 

;    Matth*  v.  44,  45.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  Lovt  your  enemies ; 

blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 

pfay  for  them  which  defpitefullv  ufc  you  and  perfecute  you.. 

That  you  may  be  the  children  or  your  Father  which  is  in  hca- 

yta  i  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  <^n  the  evil,  and  on  the  good^ 

and  £ssideth  rain  on  the  juft  and  of^the  unjuft. 

0^22.  If  we  forpve  otheis,   fliall  we  be   forgiven  oui'- 
(klves  ? 

A.  We  (halli  if  out  of  obedience  to  God,  and  love  to  Chrift^ 
wc  do  it.  * 

Q.  23.  Wliat  is  the  firft  infereiice  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  except  our  fins  be  forgiven,  we  iare  loft  and  undon« 
creatures ;  and  therefore  we  muft  never  be  coiitenteu,  till  wc  A 

arc  pardoned.     /  .  ,    .  P 

<^  24.  What  is  a  fccoad  inference  ? 
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A.  Tbat  God  is  a  God  of  love^  goodtiefe,  aad  panmi 
feeing  he  will  not  pardoQ  ue,  if  we  do  not  pardon  others  ;  bit 
will,  if  we  do  fo. 

Qj^  25.  What  is  a  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  if  we  live  in  hatred  when  lire  pray  the  Lord's  praf- 
er,  we  pray  for  our  own  damnation;  Mattb.xviii*  22.  Jefus 
faith  unto  him,  I  fay  not  unto  tliee,  Until  feven  times^  but  until 
ieventy  times  feven.  Ver.  35*  So  likewiie' (ball  my  heavcalf 
Father  do  alfo  utito  you,  if  ye  from  your  h^rts  forgive  not  c^ 
vbry  one  his  brother  their  trefpaffes. 

Of  Gocfj  leading  us  into  temptation. 

Quell,  106.  XTI T^^*  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^*^^  petitloif  ? 

YV  -^'  ^^  thefixth  petition^  'd^hich  isy  [And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation  \  but  deliver  us.  from  evil :]  ^ufe 
pray^  that  G$i  "would  ^ther  keep  nsfrmn  heing  tempted  t^JU^  of 
fupport  and  deliver  us  •when  vte  are  teni^ei, 

Q.  I .  Why  is  this  petition  joined  to  die  fomter  with  the  00^ 
pulative  and}     - 

A.  Becaufe  it  will  he  but  little  advantage  to  have  former  fins 
pardoned,  and  to  be  left  to  the  power  and  pra^ice^  to  tb6 
loVe  and  trade  of  fin  for  the  future  $  fizek.  kviti.  %<i.  Whed 
a  righteous  man  turneth  away  from  his  rightfeoufnefe,  «ad 
committeth  iniquity,  and  dieth  ia  them  %  for  his  iniquity  ^afi 
he  hath  done,  (hall  he  die 

Q^a.  What  is  meant  by  terhpration  ?  ' 

A4  In  generali  u  trial  or  probation  of  whctt  is  m  us^  01  IdF 
what  wti  will  do. 

Ql3'  What  is  meant  by  temptation  here  ? 

A.  Temptation  to  fm  and  wickednefs. 

<^  4.  How  may  we  be  faid  to  be  tempted  to  (Hi  ? 

A.  (i.)  Effeduallyby  ourfelves,  ahdourownliearts;  ^aiti^ 
I.  14,  15.  But  every  man  is  tempted^  when  he  is  drawn  «way 
of  bis  own  luil^  and  enticed.  Then  wbei)  luft  hath  colKeivedi. 
it  bringeth  forth  fin  ;  and  fin,  when  it  is  finifiied,  brkigeih 
forth  tleaih.  (2  )  Formally,  with  an  intenti^m  todmw  into  fin  1 
and  fo  we  are  tempted  of  the  devil;  i  Chron.  xxi.  i.  And' 
,Satan  ftood  up  againftifrael,  and  provoked  I)avid  to  number 
Ifrael.  Matth.  iv.  i,"^.  Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  tlie  Spirit 
into  the  wiWernefs,  to  be  tempted  of  the  ddvil;  Arid  when 
the  Tempter  came  to  him^  he  faid,  tf  th«H  be  the  iSow  of  God^ 
command  that  thefe  ftoncs  be  made  bread.  (3.)  Ititkceasly^ 
and  blamelefly  i  and  fo  God  is  faid  to  tempt  i  2~  Ss^m.  ^'stv»  i. 


Ailfi  igpm  A»  ai\gcr  of  tke  Lcurd  was  kindled  againft  Ifluk)  i 
tad  he  nuoved  David  againft  tfaem  to  lay.  Go  number  Iffdd 
and  Jad^fai 

Q^  5;.  How  many  ways  may  God  be  faid  to  tempt  evil  ? 

A.  (1.)  By  withdrawihg  his  grace^  either  common^  or  Q)e- 
cial}  1  ChroQ.  txxii.  31.  Uowbeit,  in  the  bufineft  of  the  am« 
baffadors  of  the  princes  of  Babylon,  who  fent  unto  hifn  to  ^n- 
^ulre  of  the  iironder.that  Was  done  in  the  land  1  God  left  him 
totry  him,  thatfa^  might  know  all  that  was  in  his  heart.  (2.) 
By  permitting  Satan,  and  wicked  men,  to  tempt  ^  2  Sam.  xxiv, 
1.  He  moTsd  David  againft  them^  to  iay.  Go  and  number  Ifrael 
land  Judafa.  With  i.Chron.  xxi.  i*  Satan  ftood  up  againft 
iirael,  and  provoked  David.  Matlh.  iv4  i .  Then  was  JefuS  led 
up  of  die  Spirit  tnio  the  waldernefs,  to  be  tempted  of  the  devili 
(3.)  By  prefentingoccftfiotM  in  his  providence,  which  he  knows 
will  be  ibttfed  to  6xi\  as  in  the  fall  of  Adaoiy  the  hardening 
.  of  Pharaoh,  dc.^ 

0^6.  What  do  wc  beg  in  this  petition  ? 

A.  We  beg,  that  we  may  not  any  of  thefe,  or  any  other 
Ways,  whereby  the  holy  God  may  be  faid  to  |ead  into  tempta-^ 
don,  be  led  thereinto  i  P£ilm  cxii  i>*  In-line  not  my  heart  to 
jHiy  etil  thing,  to  prafkift  widcod  works  with  men  that  work 
smquky  ;  and  let  me  not  eat  of.  their  dainties.  Pfalm  xix.  13* 
JSLeep  kack  thy  fervant  alio  from  prefiunptuous  fins;  let  them 
:iuit  bave  dominion  over  me  t  Then  ihsuf  I  be  upright^  and  I 
ihall  be  innocent  from  the  gjneat  tran%reflbn» 

Q^  7.  What  is  meant  by  evil  i 

A.  Some  underftand  it  of  the  devil,  but  the  beft  meaning  is 
£11,  which  is  the  evil  of  ertls,  and  makes  the  devil  evil,  and 
is  the  worft  of  evils  the  devil  can  bring  upon  us.  and  is  ufually 
fe  imderftood  in  firripturs;  Pfalm  xcvii.  10.  Ve  that  love  the 
Lord,  hateeviL  Ifa.  t.  i6»  Ceafe  to  do  evil.  Amos  v.  ij. 
Uate  the  evil,  and  lave  the  good.  Rom.  xii.  9.  Abhor  that 
wUch  is  evil. 

Q*^  9  •  What  if  meant  by  deliverance  from  evil  ? 
'  A-  '^^t  if  God  feesmeet  to  permit  us  to  be  tempted  bj  Sa- 
4»n,  and  th6  wicked  without,  or  by  our  own  hearts  within,  to 
&^  I  or oceaCiottally,  by  his  providence ;  that  he  will  not  leave  us, 
Ibmt  imdartake  for  us,  that  we  may  itot  )>e  led  imo  fin  thereby, 
bttt'by  bls<grace  be  mwle  more  than  eonquerorS.  Pfalm  li.  10. 
Oeaieinme  a  clean  heart,  OGod,  and  renew  a  right  fpirlt 
within  me.  ^alm  cxlx»  123.  Otder  my  fteps  in  thy  word,  and 
}xx  not  any  iniquity  have  cbminioci  over  mc.  According  to  hit 
:     Vol,  VIII.  V  • 
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pr3mifc ;  i  dor.  x.  13.  But  God  is  faithful,  who  will  n<^  fuffir 

Jou  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able.  1  Cer.  xii.  9.  And 
e  faid  unto  me,   My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee  \  iot  my 
ftfcngth  is  made  perfeft  in  weakneft. 
.    Q^  9.  What  IS  the  firft  inference  ?  " 

A.  That  fm  is  the  worft  of  evils. 

Q.  10.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  That  without  God's  grace  we  can  never  witbftand^  but 
fliall  be  overcdme  by  every  temptation  ;  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  Not  that 
we  are  fufficient  of  ourfelves,  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves ; 
but  our  fufficiency  is  of  God.  John  xv.  5.  For  without  mie  jc 
can  do  nothing.  - 

Q;^!  I .  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  That  vre  mud  do  all  we  can  to  keep  ourfelves  from  temp* 
tation,  and  to  engagcvthe  grace  of  God  with  us  in  temptation, 
by  prayer,  by  pleafing  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  looking  to  Jefus,  6c. 

Of  the  C&nclufion. 

Queff  107.  XXTHat  doth  the  conclufioil  of  the  Lord^s  pray- 
yV       er  teach  us? 

A.  735^  conchijion  of  the  Lord's  prayer,  huhtch  isy  [Tor  thine  It 
the  kingdom,  and  the  power^  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  evcr^ 
^men.li  teach^th  t/i,  to  take  our  encouragement  in  prayer  from 
God  only;  and  in  our  prayers  toprnife  him  /  a/criUng  kingdmf 
power  y  and  glory  to  ^m  ;  and  in  te/ivmony  (four  defer e^  and  afi 
fiirance  to  he  heardy  wefay^  Amen. 

Q^  I .   Why  is  th6  conclufion  joined  to  the  particle  For  ? 

A.  To  teach  us,  that  therein  ^e  included  arguments,  or 
reafons  to  prefs  God  withal,  and  to  prev^  with  him  foi  audr- 
cnce. 

Q^  2.  But  IS  it  lawful  to  argue  with  God,  and  to  urge  him 
with  reafons  in  prayer? 

A..  It  \%  not  only  lawful,  bnt  expedient,  yea,  highly  com* 
mendable ;  as  is  feen  in  the  faints  prayers.  In  Mofes*s,  Numb, 
xiv.  13.  AndMofcsfaid  unto  the  Lord,  Theri  the  Egyptians 
Ihall  hear  it,  (for  thou  broughtcft  up  this  people  in  thy  might 
frorn  among  them.)  Ver.  19.  Pardon,  I  befeech  thee,  the  vet- 
quity  of  this  people,  according  unto  the  greatnefs  of  thy  mer- 
cy, arid  as  thou  haft  forgiven  this  people  from  Egypt,  even  until 
now.  Ixj  Joftiua's,  ^hap.  vii.  3.  And  Joflitia  faid,  Alas! 
O  Lord  God  5  wherefore  haft  thou  at  all  brought  this  people 
^©ver  Jordan,  to  dejiver  us  into  the  hand  of  the  Amprites,  to 
^  d<?ftroy  us  ?  Woulid  to  God  we  had  been  conteiit,  and  dwelt  oi 
the  other  fide  Jordan.  Ver,9,  ^^^  ^'^  Canaaaitcs>  and  all 
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Ae  inhabitant^  of  the  land  fiiall  hear  of  it,  and  (hall  environ  us 
round,  and  cue  off  our  name  from  the  earth  :  And  what  wi]jc 
thou  da  unto  thy  great  name  ?  In  Afa't,  2  Chron.  xiv.  11. 
An<i  Afa  cried  unto  (>e  Lord  his  God,  and  faid.  Lord,  it  h 
nodiing  with  thee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  them 
that  have  no  power.  Help  us,  O  Lord  our  God,  for  we  reft  on 
thee;  and  in  thy  name  we  go  againft  this  great  multitude.  O 
Lord,  thou  art  our  God  3  let  no  man  prevail  againft  thee.  In 
Jehofliaphat's,  a  Chron.  xx.  6. — 7*And  faid,  O  Lord  God  of 
our  fathers,  art  not  thou  God  in  heaven  i  And  nileft  not  thoU 
over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  heathen  ?  And  in  thine  hand  is 
there  not  power  and  might,  fi>  that  none  is  able  to  withftand 
thee?  And  HezeHah's,' 2  Kings  xix.  1 5.  And  Hezekrah  pray- 
ed before  the  Lordi*  and  faid,  O  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  which 
dwelleft  between  the  cheirubims;  thou  art  the  God,  even 
thpd  alone,  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth :  Thou  haft  made 
heavea  and  eartb«  Ver.  ip.  Upvr^  therefore^  O  Lord  our  God, 
<5rr.  « 

Q^  3.  But  to  what  purpofc,  can  we  think  to  prevail  with  God, 
by  our  arguments  and  importunities  ? 

A.  They  are  not  ufed,  as  though  we  would  put  God  in  re- 
membrance of  any  thing,  or  would  prevail  with  God  to  do  that 
for  us,  which  be  is  uny^ling  to  give. 

0^4.  Why  then?  , 

A.  For  our  own  profit,  for  the  enlarging  of  our  own  hearts, 
for  the  exciting  of  our  fervency,  for  the  exerting  of  faith,  hope, 
zeal,  charity,  ifc  in  prayer  y  and  fo  to  prepare  purfdves  for  the 
mercy,  that  we  may  the  more  gratefully  receive  it,  and  the 
more  fruitfully  employ  it. 

Q^  Cv  How  many  argum^ts  gre  in  this  con^ufion  ? 

A.  Three. 

0^6.  From  whence  are  they  taken  ?      •  ' 

A.  From  God's  kingdom,  fron^  his  power,  and  from  his  glory. 

Q^  7.  What  kingdom^is  her6  meant? 

A.  God's  univeifai,eflrentia!,  and  abfalute  kingdom  ;  virhere* 
in  may  be,  and  is  involved,  his  fpecial  kingdom  over  thi? 
church.,  ^  -'  \  . 

0^8.  What  are  thi  arguments  from  hence  ? 

A.  Becaufe  all  thai  we  can  pray  for  in  this  prayer,  is  for  the 
advancement  and  p^rfeSing  of  this  hrs '  kingdom,  by  the  do 
ftru£tion  of  all  perforts  dnd  ^things  thit  oppole  it,  and  the  con^- 
pletion  of  his  dominJiDh  over  all  bis  fabjeds^  therefore  h^ 
would  grant  all  thefe  rtquefts.  ' 


iS^        An  B^ip^tm  /  the  J^/hkhl/s  GOech^ 

Qjj  jk  What  w  aiiDthcr  ? 

A./^ecaufe  h^  being  fuch  an  abfolufe  l^xA  sipdibveteigi^ 
\u  an  undenigUe  ligb^^tfid  unqi^^tionable  autjbority,  to  give 
and  grant  ^11  we  z%  and  to  effe^ai)d  lying  to  paff  ^11  ifc  beg  : 
Vos  all  pcrTone  an4  things  a^e  htsown^  an4  athU  diffidai.  |dat. 
3qi.r5«  I»  k  not  Ifwful  (arqie  to  flp  w||a(  |  ^ill  withmj; 
9wn  ? 

Q^  19.  What  is  noeaot  by  povcr  ? 

A.  Gpd*«  cffcntial,  infinite,  irrcfiftibJc  ppwcf*  v^cre^T  ^ 
can;  40  ^hat  he  pi^S)  ^£4in  <PI^^V-  ^*  ^ha|£pi<^q[  ;be 

(^  1 1.  What  is  the  a?|(un[ieot  ffoni  ho»ce  I 

A,.  That  we  aik  nothing  from  God,  \nt(,  iftat  l^  ^v^  dp  v^h 
{bfifiite  eaifei  in  defpite  of  all  the  pppp^tion  that  hejl^  e^rthj^ 
wd  heart  can  in^ke  to  the  contrary }  Philip,  ^i*  2/^.  Afcordifq; 
io  the  forking,  6f.  ]Eph.  iii,  ^tou  |^ow  unt9  liini  t|if t,  i§  ^bi^ 
(be- 

(^  1 2.  "Wliat  is;  meant  by  glory  ? 

iV.  Npt  hi§  eflesitial  glo^y^i  ^)f}^  W  l^^?|i]|  ^  ^S^^  9*^  ^"^ 
yer  apprehend.  \  " 

A.  Hi$  declared  and  acknowledged  glqry^  even  t^^  acco^- 
plilhment  of  all  his  decrees  by  bis  provi4e||;U:e  \  and  ^hen  the 
fove,  the  adoration,  and  the  praifes,  the  felf-dcdicatioi^s  of  an- 
gels and  faints,  returned  tp,^im  for  the  fame. 

Qi-  ^4'  Wha;.i$  the  argument  oif  xnptive  iftom  he^i^  ? 
,     A;  That  feeing  the  f^bftancc  of  every  reqneft  dqes  direSlj, 
tend  to,  and  will  perfeftly  end  ipj^  ifhjs  glory  o^  Ood,  whcii 
they  are  fully  anfwere^  ;  •  therefore  he  y^oyXA  gradn»ty  an-  ^ 
fwer  them  while  we  are  here,  an^  pf  rfe£Uy  a^  la9:>  to.  the  ad- 
vancement of  bi«  glory  now,  and  the  completion  of  it  then. 
I  Chron.  XXIX,  1 1 .  "Thine,  O  X^ord^  is  the  greatnefe,  and  tbe[ 
ipower,  2|n4  the  glory,  6ii*  Jofh.  vii.  \/*  And  what  wUt  thou  do 
,  Snto  thy  great  name  ?  Ifa.  xlii.  8.  \  ani  the  Lor4«  that  is  mf 
n^nie,  ^^   tfa,  ;f Iviii.  \  1 .  For  nyj  own  fake,  even  fbr^my  own 
J^)ce,wyiI4oit,6/:. 
'   Q^  15.  AiVhy  is  Amen  added  ? 

A«  Becat)fe  it  is  the  nfaal  qonclnfion  of  prayers  i|nd  pn^Ces » 
.Pfal.in  xli.  n.  j^kfl^d  be  the  tord  feo4  of  Ilrael,  6c*  Pfalm' 
i^xxii.  19.  And  hl^ed  b^  hi«<^.  glorious  name  for  ever,  dr^' 
a  Cor.  xiii.  uH^  Xhe  grace  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  an4  th?  love  rf 
^od^  6c*  Rob.  xvi.  '20.  The  grace  of  pur,  Jtord  Jcfvis  Chiiff 
be  with  you.  Arheii. 
'  '<^  16.  But  what  doth  this  word  here  fignify  I 
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A«  It  fignifies,  (1.)  The  reality  and  ardency  of  our  defircflto 
l)c  granted  in  what  wc  pray  for  5  Rev.  xxii.  20.  He  which  tc- 
ftifieth  thcfe  tliiiig^  feilh,  Surety  I  eomife  quickly.     Amen,- 
Even  fo  come,  Lord  Jcfws. 

Q^  1 7.  Aiid  what  bcfifcs  ?    • 

A.  Our  truft  and  firm  confidence  that  we  (ball  be  heard  and 
anfwere4  Tn  all  thefi?  our  requnf  s  ;  Rev.  i\  7.  Even  Iq,  Amen. 
Rev.  vii:  12,  Sayihg,  Amen,  Blcffing,  and  glory,  and  wit- 
[lom,  &€,^ 

qI^  x8.  Wblil  afe  th^  Uife^e^icte  kom  hence  ? 

A.  That  we  ought  to  ufc  in  prayer  all  fuch  arguments,  as 
miif  didft  and  Wll  i6FbA  ^r  lii^aHs  t^w^ds  Ooid^  excite  our 
graces,  and  fucceed  with  God.  - 

'    0^195  Wiiit  i«  another? 

A.  ^I*at  ^B  tre  prtiy  hr  niuft!bc  in  a  fahfervtency  ^0  God's 
)eingdoin>  and  wi^  a  deAi^e.of  his  giory* 

Q.  2Q.  What  is  the  next  ? 

A .  That  #e  mull  '^ft  accordir^  to'ow  pnkycT&  j  do  aff  we  caa 
ipr  the  ^dtancement  pf  Qpd^s  kingdom,  and  x\\^  exaltation  of 
hfe.  gfe<T»  ^  fuhfefts  and  Votaries  thereto ;  pfalm  cxvi.  16. 
'iCor.i.  ^l. 

<X2i .  Wlnat  inay  mort  ht  gathered  hence  ? 

A/*rhat  818  we  ought  to  hegin,  fo  to  continue,  and  conclude 
our  prayers,  in  loweft  adorations  pf  God^  and  acknowledge^ 
ments  of  his  glory  and  attributes. 

Qj  2^*  Wh3t  in<»^  4^  tWaf  ciwtelufipn  tfacb  ? 

A.  T^at  ir\  prayer  we  inuft  bc  feryent  in  our  defires,  ^nd 
longing  for  what  we  pray,  James  v.  16. 

Q^  23.  Is  there  any  thing  befidea  ? 

A.  That  praying*  for  things  agreeable  to  God*s  will,  "wis 
pu^lto^bc;  confident  that  we  (ball  fucceed  in  bur  rcquefts, 
jpraying  for  the  matter,  and  after  the  manner  pf  this  prayer ; 
Lfip^  1.  6j  8.  Matth.  xj^j.  22. 


Vintficiae  Legis  et  Faderis  : 

R      E      P      L      Y 

To  Mn  Phu-ip  Cary's  Solemn Oiil; 

Wbcrcifi  lie  pretenii{|  to  aufwef  aH  the  Arguments  of 

Mr.  Allen,  "^  C.Mr.  Sedgwic;*:, 

Mr.  .Baxter,^        V  ^  Mr.  Roberts,  aiid 
Mn  Sydenham,    \{,  Pr.  Bu^thoctCb, 

For  the  Right  of  Mievisrs  Infant j  to   B  A  1^  T  I S  M. 

By  proving  the  Lav  at  Sinai,  and  the  Covon^nt  of  Circamci'* 
fion  with  Abraham,  were  the  very  fame  with  Adam's  fy}r 
venant  of  Worka,  and  that  becaufe  the  Goi|>«l^coFenant  i> 
abfoliitc. 


A.  friendly  Preface  to  the  Author  of  the  Solemn  Call^  and 
the  more  difcrcet  and  charitable  of  the  Party  concerned  vrith 
him  in  this  Ck)ntroverry« 

Chriftian  Friends  j 

WHEN  we  open  our  Bibles,  and  read  that' text,  i  Cor. 
i.  10.  we  have  caufe  todeal^vith  it  as  Origen  once 
lid  by  another  fcriptyre,  even  d'ofe  the  book  and  weep  over  ii^ 
n  confideratipn  of  the  weak  and  feeble  influences  fuch  melting 
vords,  delivered  with  fuch  a  pathos,  have  upon  the  hearts  of 
»rbfeflbrs  thi?  day.  U  Now,  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  the 
^  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  all  fpeak  the  ibme 
'  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divifions  among  you,  but  that 
>  ye  be  perfeAly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mind,  and  Jn  the 
•  fame  judgment." 

1  befeech  yoti]  He  dips  the  n^il  in  oil,  that  it  may  drive  the 
ifier.  /  befeech  youj,  brethren}  A  compellation  breathing 
veetnefs  and  aiFe^ion,  and  ihould  drop  from  our  lips  into 
\di  others  ears  with  the  fame  effect  that  word  once  did  upoi\ 
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,  tlie  eftf$  of  Benhadad^s  ferrants.  My  brother  Benhadad.  Sirs^ 
(bid  Mofes  to  the  ftriving  Ifraelitcs)  ye  are  brethren.  O  when 
fliallthe  church  become  a  true  Philadelphia  ! 

/  befeech  you  brethren^  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijf}  or  as  you  love  Jefus  Chrift,  ut  quantum  ipfxan  amanty 
tantumjiudeat  concordiae^  faith  Calvin  :  Be  as  ftudious  of  con* 
cord  as  you  are  free  in  profeffing  love  to  Chrift. 
'  That  there  he  no  divifions']  or  rents  .among  you  :  a  XxtrfM^ 
fchifnij  or  rent  in  the  church,  is  much  the  fame,  and  altoge- 
ther  as  dangerous  as  a  SS  rmv-tt^  orfedition  in  the  commonwealth^ 
and  harder  to  be  cured.  For  as  the  Lord  Verulam  truly  ob- 
£enres,'DiflFereneesamongftperiecuting  enemies  and  the  churchy 
are  like  the  drivings  of  the  Egyptian  with  the  Ifraelite,  which 
Mofes  quickly  ended,  by  knocking  down  the  Egyptian  ;  but 
diflentions  in  the  church  are  like  the  ftriving  ofone  Ifraelite  with 
another ;  and  all  that  Mofes  can  do  to  quiet  and  part  thefe,  is 
only  by  fair  and  gentle  words^  and  reminding  them  that  they 
arebrethren* 

Great  is  the  mifchief  of  divifions  among  Chriftians;  and 
thelefsthe  grounds  and  caufes  are,  the  greater  always  is  the  (in 
^d  mifchief  of  them.  In  the  primitroe  church  bontentions 
grow  fervent  about  meats  lawful  and  unlawful,  v>tneh  did  not 
pr^ty  the  meaning  is,  it  greatly  damnified  them  that  were 
occupied  therein,  Heb.  xiii.  9.  Pra&ical  religion  among  them 
grew  cold,  as  difputalions  about  thefe  trifles  grew  fervent. 

The  readied  way  ^o  cool  fuch  heats  is,  by  difcovering  the 
trivial  nature  of  the  matter  contended  about ;  as  Demofthene^ 
appeafed  the  tumult  among  the  people  raifed  by  a  fmall  oc- 
cafion,  by  relating  to  them  the  (lory  of  a  man  that  hired  an  afs 
to  carry  him  a  journey,  but  the  fun  fhining  fervent,  be  was 
forced  to  quit  her  back,  and  betake  hi mfdf  to  her  (hadowi 
the  owner  withftood  him,  alledging,  that  he  had  hired  the 
body  of  the  a&,  but  her  fhadow.  was  not  in  the  bargain ;  and 
fo  the  contention  between  them  grew  as  hot  as.  the  fun.  Many 
fuch  trifles  have  raifed  great  contehrions  in  the  world,  witnefs 
the  great  contention  betwixt  the  Eajlem  and  IVeftem  church 
about  keeping  of  Eafter. 

Other  points  there  are  of  greater  momenti  about  which 
good  men  cqntend,  and  yet  thefe  oftentimes  are  magnified 
mucluabove  their  true  intrinfical  value.  So  I  am  fure  it  is  in 
the  controverfy  before  us.  Mr.  Cary  tells  us,  that  thefe  things 
win  be  fbutid  at  length  to  be  of  higheft  concernment  unto  us^ 
and  muft  therefore  be  our  mod  jferious  praftice,  p.  243.  i£ 
fo^  then  the  pfoper  fubje£t  of  baptifm  mull  i>e  (Hie  of  thofci 


that  is  6f  greateft  weigHti  and  the  profi^^  lti«^e¥  dye  ip^ 
^hibbele^  to  diftinguifii  one  perfoa  fro^]^  a»oth«r  ixi  |^dtfii»r# 
of  religion.  No  wonder  thecefof  e  the  fires  of  eanfl^HiOii  aH^ 
txtotm  up  to  filch  »  vehement  heat,,  even  in  btgA^  s^  improper 
feafen  ^  much  lii^e the  contentiokls^mofig  (h^  Ki3^Uih/f^#«var 
at  Erauikfort)  wheii  their  hretfaresi  vrere  frying  in  ^  flswacv  at 
Smithiield.  J^ft  fo  muft  ire  be  fcufling»  whilft  thoiiigMiii^^ 
QtiT  lurctbren  df e  bieeiding  in  Ireland.  mA  we  9  fme  £n^  of 
the  qusrlity  of  the  iRibje^$,  or  the  tutfeaif^^si^leui^  «f  cbft 
f  ime,  it  (h#iil4  certainly  allay  the&  bestf  $  aiQong  usi  JOid  irci 
(be  who  ftand  by,  and  look  with  ]^leajOk»^  uppti  <^ur  foUie6»  it 
would  qqickly  allay  our  heats.  TeTtuIliatt  teUe  th4  Cbrifl^^ 
.of  his  tinie,  thfit  tbcy  were  like  the  Fim»mbulooeli  ^  ng^n  tltat 
waik  upon  rope^  the  leaft  tread  awry  might  h^  their  rtuo^  ft 
parfowly  did  their  enemies  watch  thean* 

Sirs,  the  peace,  fafety  and  honour  <tf  tbt  difi^ntifig  iDtersft 
are  things  of  t4K>|^reati^U!e  to  be  hazarded  ainongft  £«  h^AnAA 
of  our  common  enemies.  Tou  may  fancy  they  wiU  sesglci^ 
the  advantage  you  givcf  the|n(  but  if  thev  do,  the  djcvil  will, 
call  them  fools  for  it.  Mr.  H&clctjAU  ui  of  a  lUag's  £dpl|  ^wto 
wrote  down  the  king  himfelf  in  his  taUe  among  hii  brotber:* 
£ooh,  becaufe  he  had  triifted  an  African  ftiMger  with  fei^ 
thottfand  poundfi  to  buy  Barbary  horfes^  The  king  aflcied  )u«|k 
how  he  wo!|ldmakehim  amends^if  d^ftranger  Aould  ccom 
again  ?  Why  then  (fsdd  he)  FU  blot  your  name  out  of  my  ta- 
b^e  of  fods,  and  write  down  the  A^ican  in  31091*  ftead.  Think 
not  our  enemies  are  fuch  lf>ols  to ,  neglo£k  the  aduantage  wk 
c^  into  their  h&nde.  It  is  a  weighty  note  of  Liyy,  Q»fi3i4$ 
mn  dant  homnes  rtiust^fed  r^s  fmHinihii  :  Men  do  not  coun&l 
ibiags^  but  ti^fie  and  things  cou^fel  Hien.  Me^fik^  ihf  pof^ 
Itttres  of  times  and  otfaifs  give  us  better  counltls  than  w^  feen^ 
to  be  governed  by  in  fuch  work  a»  this.  Di^dons  of  forty 
^ears  i^anding^  «id  more^  abou|:  infants  baptifm,  hav^enten  «p 
the  time,  w^d  the  fpiriia^  9iid  aUenated  the  hoam  of  Jj^:^ 
gUfti  profetibrs,  divided  them  both  in  Aircietf  Md  love  i  b|f 
teafon  whereof  God!«  piea&nt .  plant  iathis  refemUes  dbft 
bramble,  which  taking  root  at  both  ends,  by  n»fon  ctf  the  i^en* 
ieou*i^ei«  of  the  fap,  cammonly  witiic^  in  the  tniddle.  Tour 
lipethfen,  in  their  Narrative  from  their  Gepneral-AfleitiUy^ 
make  a  Aid  and  fen&ble  complaint  of  witheriilg  in  the  povm 
of  godlinefs*  And  truly  we  as  wdl  as  they  itrny  complam 
with  the  church,  JVe  do  ail  fade  at  a  kaf;  The  Lord  holp  us  t» 
siifceru  the  true  c'aufe,  whether  it  be  not  the  mii^diicing.  ti  our 
z<^%  Ojir  bciiitg  CPld  where  we  ihQvl4  he  fervent^  iuidieiTY^fc 


liot  iJHtei^  it  ffiotiM  be  cold  %  ah4  yrhetlier  the  eating  ^  of 

lb  much  time  and  ftbdf  about  ba{>tizing  of  iiifam$,  baye  not 

ktot'u^^^  ftfrty  yfei?8  ill  tiie  infancy  of  jbiiir  gracc«  ? 

I     ^  \  well  jreiiftembeir  that  bletiTeid  time,..tir)ieh  01/r/  ^xAyifurs 

wece;  ^r^  akncrft  liiiknolRrii  ambiigft  prbfeibra  in  England: 

[^beh  their  afie&idn's  and  prayers  nielkd  ahd  ihilBigted  togo^ 

Uidr  9mt^^  in  days  of  faumiliatkni,  and  dcbeir  diitieS  of  edifyr 

xng  and  hearenly  coxnitiunibn ;  and  theii  cKuzcbes  began  to 

|MmrifH^  flitid  the  |race8  of  CbrHiiaiiii  every  WKcte  fiiEHinA^d^ 

^  became  fruitml:  W  no  fooiier  <Ud  the  ikibts  divide  iti 

jiedety  and  affe&ion,  biit  tbefe  pleafaht  blbfioms  lilrere  hiyt  by 

k^ai  by  i  &ofty  kxiormhgi  the  church  forined  itfelf  as  )t 

Wi«»  into  two  ahmeS)  let  mbattatiA'Xgw^  each  other;'    K 

I    waanow  liritlt  bs  niubjak  lik6  at  it  i#  iaid  of  ^  the  ampSisbenAy 

iltat  hath  an  head  at  eitHer.ehd^  of  wbieh  liieitiier  can  well  movie 

\,   witbdB^  the  confetk  of  bb^    bui,  ife;icli  ino^  a  contrary  way^ 

^    the  body  teaii  in  t£re  niiddle.    I  do«bt  hot  b«^  many  thkt  dif- 

imd  iironi  itr  belonged  to  Chrift;  the  f^nde  bead  wiih  iis  i  an<l 

i    ^t  it  is  paft  doubti  that  many  ifirho  feeined  io  be  of  us  wtie 

beaded  by  Satan  ;  aiid  quickly  diicoveted  themidies  to  be  fo* 

byruniiing  farther  than  we  firi^  or  ybti  rieit,  imagmedi;  eve}i 

intoQuakeHfni^  SoCintaiiiiiny  RatKerifm^  ibid  tbe  foiileft.pud- 

I    ^e  and  firik  df  cdmplicated  errors ;  of  whieh  aii  impartial  ftran- 

;    fer^  liiicfer  the  name  df  HoiiofiuS  Reggins;  ^tiiyfrnfi^tUii  Ge- 

orgiils  Hcirtiiti^  liavihg  beard  th^  tcport  in  bi^  bwn  country; 

I    came  0|veir  on  pdipdfe  into  England  for  bis  particular  and  pei^ 

I    IeA  ittSdrmatidri^  ax|id  badii  given  the  foreign  cfaurdhe^  a  full 

»    kad  fiui  adtditnt  tliere^  iii  a  Latin  narrative}  which  I  have  by 

ine  i  thereby  I  feid,  that,  if  the  Loifd  in  ni«rey  to  Ud  h^  n^ 

let  itk  a  third  party  wilii  the  common  dilanuty  upob  0$  aUi(  we 

I    kivarfehes  mtft  in  all  probability  have  miitusilly  tuixk^  t^th  <f- 

iiier.  But  God  faw  other  hands^  fitter  for  fuch  dirty  wdrk  ibaii 

I    bmii  abd  now  it;waft  time  ioreileS  upon  fiirn^  an^ 

I    teaew  ocir  ancient  acquaiiitaitce  Jn  the  cbmmoa  gpals. .   j^ndi 

^ongb  the  goodtiefe  of  GiiU;  thi^  did  fiamewbat  aSlay  tli^  beat» 

I    bf  good  intkf  and  ga^e  us  frefb  hopes  of  an  hearty  an4  lafting 

\    iediiitegiation*  We  Hoped  the  furnace  miabt  have  purged  our 

^    ttroft,  and  mekedout  (leattfr  into  unity^  both  by  difcoveijng  the 

I    eyrls  for  wbicK  thl^  Ikxd  afflifl^d  U%  a|id  the  fincerity  of  tlie 

I    (Meters  hearts  dhderlidiofe  trials;  <  Cl^riftiatis}  (faith  Mr*  J^n^^ 

I  /  kins)  If  wermuft  die,  let  us  die  likemerT,  byanunanim^fijs/ 

I    i  bdy  cotiteiKsQiiagainft  the  common  eiieipy  ^  xidt  like  f$cAii 

1      %6i:  Vlfii  X 


J  62  J  friendly  Frrface  U  th  Apthr. 

'*'  ^y  g^^^^S  ^^^  ^^^  fwordy  and  deftroying  one  anotkerVf 
*  •  fcbifais  in  our  own  bowcU/ 

But  alas!  alas!  no  fooner  is  the  rod  off  eur  backs,  aird.a 
refpite  from  fufferings  given  us,  but  we  are  prefently  founding 
•an  alarm  to  the  battle  again,  and,  to  my  forrow,  myfclf  una^ 
voidably  engaged  therein. 

'  Friends,  1  have  a  witnefs  in  many  of'  your  bofoms,  bow 
*  peaceably  and  refpeftfiilly  I  have  always  carried  it  towards 
you,  even  to  fuch  a  degree  as  began  to  bring  me  under  the  ful- 
picion  of  fome  of  your  party,  that  I  was  inclining  to  their  opi- 
nion, though  I  did  not  openly  profefs  it. .  Butthetrue  reafons 
of  my  moderation  in  this  point  were,  ( i  •)  That  I  evcl:  did,  and 
ilill  do  look  upon  many  of  you  as  ChriftianSy  found  in  the.  other 
great  doftranes  of  the  gofpel.  (2.)  That therp  are  difiicultics-in 
this  controverfy  which  may  puzzle  the  minds  pf  well-mean-^ 
ang  Chriftians.  (3.).  I  highly  valued  the  peace  of  the  churchy 
and  duril  do  nothing  that  tended  to  keep  open  the  breaches 
upon  a  conttoverfy  of  this  nature,  you  being  for  purity  m  <iix> 
trine  and  wodhip  in  moll  other  controverted  points,  as  well  as 
«we.  •  (4.}  1  obferved  how  rare  a  thing  it '}%  for  engaged  parties 
'^o  give  ground. 

*  ^li  velit  mgenioceiere^  rarus  erit* 
^  Mad  dilputants  to  re^fon  feldom  yield/ 
-  (5.)  My  head,  heart,  and  hands  have  been  filled  with 
*betteremploylKients,  from  which  I  am  extremely  loth  to  be  di- 
verted. If  Bejilarmine  turned  with  loathing  from  fchoeWivi* 
nity,  becaufe  it  wanted  the  fweet  juice  of  piety,  much  more 
may  I  turn  from  fuch  pcrverfe  difputes  as  thefc :  Sure  I  may 
find  as  fair  expolitions  of  fcripture,  and  as  accurate  and  legiti- 
mate diftinftions  among  the  fchool-men^  iis  in.  Mr.  Tombes's 
Examen  and  Apology  ;  or  (which  for  the  mod  part  is  bat  a 
tranfcripr  of  both)  in  Mr.  Cary's  Solemn  Call.  But  I  fee  I  muft 
jiot  be  .my  own  chufcr  5  I  cannot  now  be  both  filent  and  in- 
-nocent}  for  in  this  Solemn  Call  I  find  the  great  do^ines  of 
'  God's  covenants  abufed  by  my  neighbonr ;  the  books  difperf^d 
into  many  families  related  to  me  in  this  place,  one  pf  them  de* 
Itvered  to  me  by  the  Author's  own  hands,  with  a  preffitiedefirc 
to  give  my  judgment  upon  it :  Several  objections  which  I  pri- 
vately and  feafonably  fent  him,  to  prevent  the  fin  and  folly  of 
his  attempt,  pretended  to  be  anlwere^  from  p-^  164.  Ad  p.  183. 
'Thus  am  I  neceijartly  brought  into  the  field  of  controverfy: 
'tHrhither  I  come  not  a  vatmteer^hvx  a  pre^idman  i  not  out  oC. 
choice,  but  necelTity.  And»dw  I  am  here,  I  refolve  to  be*on«  1 
"fAdvi^r/arm  litU^nmpfrfina^^  »dverl^ry  in  the  contro- 


vctff,  not  to  the  perfon,  efpeciallj  of.  my  friendly  neighbour- 
Neither  wQuld  I  have  appeared  thus  publicly  againl):  him,  if 
differences  could  have  been  accommodated),  and  the  evil  pre-  • 
vcntdd,  irii  a  more  private  w^y ;    in  order  thereunto,  I  have 
punfbialiy  obfery^  and  .kfpt  the  rules  and  meafures  of  friend-  - 
fliipf 

It  ispoflibk  fome-  saay  judge  my  ftile  againft  him  to  be  to^ 
ftarpi  but  if  they  pleafe  to  read,;ihe  coficlufionof  hls^<2//,  and 
my  Anfof^i  I  prefume  they  vi]l  find  enough  to  make.att^ne- 
ilient  for  that  fault,  if  it  be  a  fault.     It  is  from  the  nature  of . 
the  matter  before  me,  not  from  defeft  of  charity  to  the  perfon 
or  p^rty,  that  I  ain  forced  to  bei  (b  plain  and  pungent  as  I  am.  ^ 
•  To  conclude,  I  fiifpe^l  this  very  preface  may  be  alfo  cenfur- . 
ed  for  its  plainnefs  and  tedioufne&.  .  I  confefs^  .wbep  times  are . 
faufy  we  ihould  be  brief;  and  I  am  perfuaded  a  fufficient  pre"- ' 
face  ma^y  be  contra£i;ed  into  four  words,  *f%if  vf^ymmf  xAt  '^t^Bw^  , 
-withnt  J>rrface  or  paffiens.     However,  I  have  a  kittle  eafed  my . 
own  heart,  by  difcharging  my  duty  to  my  differing  brethren^ 
aad  pleafed  myfelf,  if  not.them. 

The  God  of  peace  create  peace  in  all  the  borders  of  Sion,. 
beat  OMT /words  into  plow -Jharesy  and  ov^r /pears  into  pruning' 
hooks ;  I  mean,  our  pckmkdU  into  pra^icals ;  that  Jerufa-, 
lem  may  once  more  be  a  <city  compa^,  and^  no  more  terrible , 
to  herfelf,  but  only  to  her  efiemies,  as.au  army  with  banners.  • 
This,  brethren^  is  the  prayer,  and  (hall  ever  be  the  endeavour. 

'v  TotirfrkndandJertsintinChriftj 

JOHN    FL  AVEL* 


P-  R    b    L    E    G    O    M    E    N    A. 

BEFORE  we  enter  into  the  main  controverfy,  it  will  be  ne« 
.,  fCcflary  to  acquaint  the  reader,  why  I  begin  with  the 
middle  (^tfae  book  ;  and  it  is  becaufe  I  there  find  thefe  thr6e 
principles  or  portions,  on  which  theother  parts  of  hisdifcpurfe 
are  f upetftrufted ;  and  thefe  being*  deftroyed,  his  other  dif- 
tourfes  are  but  arei^ai/ine  cdlce.  I  properly  therefore  begin 
wjth  the  foundation^     ^ 

Nektiihall  (hew  how  far  we'«are  agreed  in  the  matter* 
here  cmitroverted,  and  where  it  is  in] -each  of  thefe  that  the 
ijontrpverfy  indeed  lies  betwixt  us.     Apd  as  to 


h  P^iiofh  via;. 
Hat  il^  Sina{  Upw  h  the  fame  with  AAmf^  99Vfn^  ffv 
yf^ht  mack  iH  paradyie  I     '  •     /      .. 

}  The  diiFensnce  betwixt  tts  here  i$  not  (i.)  Whediei  bdh 
thefeliexuiUedc(^ciiaiiciii)(Seri{^  WhecM^tt^ 

yr^  tioffiictzi  ailid  both,  or'dtHec  of  them  \  fox  we*  d^e  ag^oificty  ^ 
h  \&  grace  i&  God  t^  ^%kt  ihto  CQV^aW  Vid)  Man^  wbsiiever 
^liap«dV^amt  be.  N«r-(3.)  "Wh^eir  t^e  Sibas  la^  %k  xwiti 
,  toftnsiM <^  works  (o  fotti« men,  by ttieirown  fml^^pd qcx^*> 
<m  ^  'N<^  (4.)  Whether  the  fcri|ytures'di}  f|dt  biaiiy  ti^^s  fpei^^ 
df  it  id  l^at  very  fehieaiJd  notion  whettin  ci^at  jfijticidrki 
ipprekdl<^  atxui  ta):e  it ; ,  and  by  reje^iiiig  Chri^,  Vn&e-  ft  i»  tdi 
ihemfekes  ?  {^or  {s-}  Whether  the  y^  matter  o(  the  &iti/  0^ 
natufif  be  not  Irevived  ^ifd  rep^efented  in  the  'SitM  hpiof 
l^hejfe*  are  not  die  poims  we  contend  aboW*  Bift  th^  qii^ftio^ 
^f,  Whethet  thi^  Sinai  law  do  in  its  own  ftatdret  a^/accc»d- 
i|t|g  ^o  'iSod'«  purpoie  and'  deiign  in  the  pcorhulgationt  fsi  h^ 
refive^tbe  taw  ^f  natural  to  the  faipi;  6nd$  smd  ^fetfit  Ia:Ted  t^ 
in  Adam's  coyenant-$  'and  &ht  pitopertf,^  W  thUy  a  coVenant' 
of  wi^rks  i  Or  whedier  God  trad > not  graeiout  ai^d- etaiigelka( 
ends  a^d  j^urpoife^^  %^iz*  By  C^ch^  difeisid^I  reprefeiitatioil  of* 
tlie  revere  and  ita^pra^'cable  t^rnis  of  the  fiHlt  cbtenam^  itiiteadf 
^obliging  them  w  ihc  phonal  and  putidiisd  oliifervante  o£. 
them  for  lig^itep^fpefs'  and  life,'  be  did  not  rather  deQj^  to' 
eonvmce  them  of  the  impc^bilitf  of  legatrighteo^^ 
proiid  natiirti  and  '^cn^  them  the  necefcty  Hi  t>etakin)g  them- 
Iblvds  to  ChHil,'  ndvr'exhibttGd  in  the  tiev^^covenant,  as  me  only 
refuge  -^  ^ziUen  fihners*  1?he  ht(er  I  deficnd  s^cordititg  to  thd 
^criptii^cq^  the  f oirnier  Mr.  C^  f^ems  ^  aflert  and  yeh^eiitljf 

'  ^f^jti  tn  ^is  cQntroyerfy  ^bout -^e  3ii;iai,  law,  \  do  not  find 
]^.  Gary  diAihguii^  (as  he  ought)'  betwi^  thib'  htW  <6nfid»eil* 
more  largely  and  complexly,  as  containing  both  the  huireil  2nd| 
ceii^hHaniat  taw^  {6t  bc^th  which'  i^  'is  oftetf  tal^dn  m  Sc^qpturey 
ind  mbr^d^iitly  |br  the  moral  feov  ovift  as  k  is  fometinxei 
^fed  in  Scripture^. '  Tbcfe  two  he  makes  onc^'^nd  the  lame 
^»Mnant  (fivprks  :Xh0ix$h  there  be  fom^^  that  doulit  ^ethec' 
the  inhere Wsoi^tf/  ^tv  a  c^ehant'cf  iifprbs \;  yett 

^fkrei;  met  with  ^ny  man  Wone,  that  darft  diffirm  the>^«moii£f f 
iSswy  whi^h  is  f^.full  of  .C%rifl^^  to^  be  fo ;  and  to  this  law  it  is 
th^ar^»*BCi^;iapp^rti^ins.  *   ;     •     -     -  *       *  '         '  • 

^  Sii^'i^TfeWoft^  y,w,  'ftriaiy  taken  fwr  the  ten  commandr 
medts^  i^  nG$,by  hUxi  dii^ngiiiihed  (as  it^ught  to  he,  and  as 
the  Scrij^re  frequently  dtkb}  according' to  God's  intention' 


?4A  ^ofign  vi  die  fxr^mulg&cion  or  it»  Vbich  ^w^  to  ^  it  sifr 
aa  appendix  fip  the  promiifc.  Gab  sH.  1 9.  aiid  not  lo  fet  U  vp  99^ 
aooppofifie covenant.  Gal.  iiuai.  as  the  carnal  Jewt§9  n^akp 
m  afid  p€n»^ntmg  the  vfo  attd  end  rf  tk  hw%  wA  m^Jui^f 
it  to  thenifelVes  a  covenant  of  works,  by  making  it  the  very 
ilde  md  reafon  of  tiieir  juftificatiop  before  Ciod^  Kom.  ix.  32, 
33.  Kom.  X.  3«  The&  i^itgii  oogbt  carefully  to  have  brcfi^ 
(tiftingaifhecl,^  ferafmMch  as  the  v^^ote  contcoverfy  depends  OA 
Ais  cbnUe  iqife'and  inbentioo  of  the  law  ;  yea,  the  very  de- 
nminathm/oi^zt  law  depends  hereon  :  for  I  affirm,  it  o^ht 
iiet  to  b<e  dencUAinated  f jbm  die  aWfed  aiid  mi^kmefid  q£ 
It  amongft  caumai  men,  but  from  the  true  fcope,  defign  and 
end  for  l^hich  God  publifiied  it  after  the  fall :  ahd  thongb 
iw  find  fuck  expiiefions  as  tMe  in  Scripture,  *<  The  man  tluM; 
i^doth  diem  ihfaU  live  in  them  *^  and,  ^*  Cuirfed  is  every  one  ' 
V  dia^  cmdmiietfa  not  in  all  things,'^  be.  yet  thefe  refpe^ng 
die  law,  not  accordiag  to  God's  intention,  but  man's  corrup-* 
^  and  abnfe  of  it,  &e  laW  is  opt  thereby  to  be^denominated  si 
covenant  of  works.  Ood'4  end  was  not  to  juftify  them,  bat  to 
'  try  them  by  that  terrible  difjpei^fation,  £xod.  xx.  20,  whethef 
ciiey  would  ftill  Hatikfr  after  ^ac  natural  way  of  felf-righteouf* 
ieis ;  for  this  end  God  ptbpouiid^d  <be  terofis  of  the  firA  cove- 
faot  to  them  on  Sinai,  not  to  open  the  way  <^felf-juftification 
to  them,'  but  lb  convince  ibe^i,  and  i||ut  them  up  to  Chrift*} 
Joft  as  our  Sai^our,  Ma«rli.  xix«  17.  pu^  the  young  man  upon  ^ 
keeping  the  commandmeBts,  Qot  to  drive  him  from,  but  ne^ 
ceffitate  Um  io  himfelf  in  the  way  of  faith. 

The  liiw  in  both  thefe  fenfes  is  excellentlv  de&ribed,  Ga)J 
^.  intW  allegory  of  Hagar  and  Sarah,  the  figures  of  the 
two  covenants. '  Hagar  in  her  firft  and  pjx>per  ftation  was 
l^ut  a  ferviceable  liandmdid  to  Sarah,  as  die  Isrw  is  a  fchb^U . 
ikifter  «d' Cbtift ;  but  when  Hagar  the  handmaid  is  taken 
into  Sarah's  bed,  >nd  brings  forth  children  that  afphre  to  the 
ihheritance,  then  &ith  the  Scripture,  <*  Caft  out  the  bond- 
\*  woihah^  with,  her  fon*"  So  k  is  here  5  take  the  law  in  it9 
primary  ti^,  as  God  defigned  it^  as  z  fclmhnafter  ox  handmaid 
to  CbrUl  and  the  protrnje^  fo  it  is  confident  with  them,  and 
excellently  fubiervifnt  to  ihcm  ;  biit  if  we  marry  this  hand- 
maid, and^efpoufe  it  as  ai  eov^ant  tfvtorksy  then  are  we  bound 
tto  it  for  life,  Bom*  vii.  and  mufthave  nothing  to  do  widi 
pirift.  The  believers  of  the  Old  Teftament  had  true  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  r^t  end  and  «^  of  the  law,  which  dire^ied  them 
to  Cbrift,  arid  fo-  they  became  children  of  the  free-woman* 
Tbe  camal  }ew8  trufted  iol9ie  vrorks  of  the  law  for  rigbtcouf- 


f  6(9    *  PfotegmenM. 

iiefsy  and  lb  beciame  the  children  of  the  hand-watndn ;  but  m* 
fhef  could  be  children  of  both  at  once^  no  more  than  the  fame 
man  can  naturally  be  born  of  two  mothers.    This  b  the  dif- 
ference betwixt  us  about  the  firft  position.     And  as  tothe 
IL  Pdfition. 

That  Abr4ham*s  covenant^  Gen.  xvii.  is  an  Adanis  covmant 
'  €f  works  ai/os  b^atife  circumcifion  was  annexed  to  i^,  ^mbkb  d* 

kHged  men  to  keep  the  whole  law.    ^ 
'      The  controverfjT' betwixt  us  in  this  point,  is  not  whetber  cir* 
cumcijion  were  an  ordinance  of  God,  annexed  by  him  to  hi$. 
c$venant  ^mi^x  Abraham  ?  Nor  (a.)  Whether  Abraham's  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  feed  ought  to  be,  and  afhiaUy  were 
figncd  by  it  ?  Nor  (3.)  Whether  it  were  a  fealof  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  ^tthto  ^ny  individual  perfon,  for  he  allows  it  to  be  ibi 
to  Abraham  i  Nbr  (4.)  Whether  it  pertained  to  the  ctremonid 
Jawy  and  fo  muft  ceafe  at  tbe  death  of  Chrift  i  Burthe  difiier- 
cnce  betwixt  us  is.  Whether  ( i«)  It  was  -a  feal  of  tbe  coyenant 
to  none  but  Abraham  i  And,  (a.)  Whether  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  aft,  or  only  from  the  intention  of  the  agent,  it  did  ©• 
blige  men  to  keep  the  whole  law,  as  Adam  v^^s  obliged  ^to  keep 
it  in  innocency  i  (3.)  Whether  it  were  uttfcrly  aboiiflied  at  tte 
death  of , Chrift,  as  a  condition  of  the  covenant. 0/  works  ?  or 
beiiig  a  lign  of  the  faine  cvv^nant  cf  grace  we  ate  now  under, 
itbe  notfiicce©ied  by  the.ncw  gofoel-fign,  which. is  baptifm  i 
Mr.  Gary  afBrms,  that  it  was  in  itfeff  a  condition  of  the  cao^nant 
pfworksy  and  being  annexed  t6  God!s  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Gen.  xvii.  it  made  that  a  true  Adam^s  covenant  of'iijorks  alfo.. 
This  Tutterly  deny,  and  fay,  Abraham's  covenant  was  a  true 
covenant  of  gr^ce.-  (2.)  That  circumcifion  was  afealof,righ-' 
tCQufnefs  of  faith,  and  therefore  could  not  poffibly  belong  to 
tht  covenant ^works^    (3.)  That  as  it  was  applied  both  to  the 
ordinary  and  extrat)rdiiiary  infam-feed  of  Abraham,  during 
^  that  adminiftration  of  the  covenant,  fo  it  is  fiie  will  jof  Chrift 
that  baptifm  ihould  take  ks  place  under  the  go(pd,  and  be  ap- 
plied now  to  tbe  infant- feed  of  all  Abraham^s  fpiritttal  children. 
Thefe  are  the.  things  wher^n  we  difier  about  the  fecond  pqfiti*^ 
en,    vAnd  laftly,  as  to  the 

ill.  rPqfitiom      ^  _  ^ 

That  neither  Mcfes^s  Azw, :;  Exod.  xx.  war  Goi^s  covenant  with 

'  Abraham^  Gen.  %v\u  eon  he  any  other  than  an  Adam^s  covenant 

of  works y  becanfe  they  have  each  of  them  conditions  in  them  on 

man* s  part  %  but  the  gofpel-covena^nt  hath  none  ^t  all,  ifut  is 

altogether  free  and  ab/olute,   .      .        - 

Tbe  conuov^rfy  here  betwixt  us  is  not  (t,).  Whtther  the 


'  PtoUgontena,  '    '  t^y 

gofpel^covenalit  requires  no  duties  at  all  of  thern  tliat  are  ui^^ 
•dcrit?  Nor   (2.)  Whether  it  requires  any  fuch  ccMi^itions  as    ' 
I    were  in  Adam's  covenant,  namely,  perfed,  perfonal,  and  per- 
I    petiial  obedience,  under  the  fevereil  penalty  of  a  curfe,  and 
i    admitting  no  place  of  repentance  f  Nor  (3.)  Whether  any  toi>- 
dition  required  by  it  on  aitr  part,  have  any  thing  inits  Own  na- 
^   ture  meritorious  of  the  benefits  promifed  ?  Nor  (4.)  Whether 
we  be  able  in  our  own  .ftrength,  and  by  the  power  of  our  free- 
will, without  the  preventing  as  well  as  the  ajjfiing  grace  of 
God,  to  perform  any  fuch  work  or  duty  as  we  call  a  condition  ? 
^   Inthcfe  things  we  have  no  controverfy  \  but  the  only  queftion 
betwixt  us  is, 
Whether  in  the  n^w  covenant  fome  aft  of  ours  (tho*  it  have 
.  tkO  merit  in  it,  nor  can  be  done  in  our  own  iingle  ftrength)  be 
not  required  to  be  performed  by  us,  antecedently  to  a  bieffing 
I ,  or  privilege  confcquent  by  virtue  of  a  promife  ?  And  wliether 
fuch  an  ad:  or  duty,  beipgof  a  fufpending  nature  to  the  blef- 
iiBg  promifed,  it  have  not  the  true  and  proper  nature  of  a  g^^ 
Jp^^mditim  f  This  I  affirm,  and  be  pofitively  denies. 

Theie  three  ^^/iwn/ being  confuted,  and  the  contrary  well 
confirmed,  t>iz.  that  the  law  at  Sinai  was  not  fet  up  by  God 
asan  Adam's  covenant,  to  open  the  old  way  of  righteoufnefs 
and  life  by  works ;  but  was. added  to  the  promife,  as  fubfervi^ 
ent  to  Chrift  in  its  defign  and  ufe,  and  confequently  can  never 
be  a  pure  Adam's  covenant  of  works.     And,  fecondly^ 

That  Abraham'^ covenant.  Gen.  xvii.  is  the  very  time  co- 
.vcnant  of  grace  we  are  now  under  j  and,  {2dfyy)  That  circum- 
^  cifion  in  the  nature  of  the  aft  did  not  oblige  all  men  to  keep 
.the  whole  la,w  for  rightcoufneft.     And  (3^/y,) 
.*"  That  the  new  covenant  is  not  abfolutely  and  whodly  uncon- 
.ditional^  though  notwitbftanding  a  moft  free  and  gracious  co- 
venant^ t^e  pillars  on  which  Mr.  Gary  fets'his  new  ftrufture,* 
fink  under  it,  and  the  building  falls  into  ruins. 

I  have  not  here  taken  Mr.  Gary's  two  Syllogifms,  proving 

Abraham's  covenant  to  be  a  covenant  of  ivorksy  becaufe  I  find 

myfelf  therein  prevented  by  that  ingenious  and  learned  man, 

Mr.  Whifton,  in  his  late  anfwer  to  Mr.  Grantham.     Neither 

have  I  particularly^  fpoken  to  his  twenfy-three  argnments  to 

prove  the  Sinai  law  to  be  a  pure  Adam's  covenant,  bccaufe/n//^ 

'  trajit  per  plura^  quod  fieri  poteft  per  pauttora  :  I  have  over- 

■  thfown  them  all  together  at  one  blow,  by  evincing  every  argu- 

'  ment  to  have  four  terms  in  it,  and  fo  proves  nothing.     But  I 

,bave  fpoken  to  allthofe  fcjriprures  which  concern  oui-  fourpo- 

^tions^  andfjilly.viadicated  jdiea^  from  A§  injaijoM^  fenfes 
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W  which  Mr«  Cary  (following  Mr.  Tomb^)  htii  wirtftect ^eft^ 

Thde  things  premifed^  I  ihal)  only  i^xxthtx  add,  diat  if  Mi; 
Cary  (hall  attempt  a  reply  tp  my  Stirifwer,  ittid  free  bui  oi^b  rii^ 
j(rf  from  the  grofs  abfurdities  with  whiich  I  have  kMided'thcms 
he  muft  plainly  atid  fubftantially  prove  againftm^^ 

(1.)  That  the  Sinai  laiir,  accoidihg  to  its  true  tcdpe  aiuleii4f 
was  promulgated  by  God  for  man's  jaftt6catioii  andha^kiefi 
in  the  way  <^  perfonal  bbedietice ;  ahd  that  the  Je#Sy  that  did 
acoordingly  endeavour  after  rigbteotiiEiieis  by  tiie  vrorbi  of  the 
law,  did  not  miiftake  its  true  end  and  meaning ;  or  liF  they  didi 
tind  thereby  niade  it  what  God  never  intended  it  to  be»  a  cavi- 
nant  of  works  to  themfelves^  that  the  Sinai  law  o«gbc  ratfidl: 
to  be  deiiOminatad  from  their  miftake  and  abtife  of  it,  thasi 
from  it^  pri^nary  and  proper  Ufei  aiid  God'^defigm  in  it»pi^ 
mulgation* 

(a.)  He  muft  pfove  agaui^me,  widi  Hke  evidence  bf  tnid^ 
that  citcttm^ifion  difpovered  no  more  of  mail's  native  ^rruf^ 
tieti^  nor  any  more  of  his  reniedy  by  Gbrift ;  HoT  fealcd  to  aii^ 
perfon  whatfeev^  the  righteottiiae&  of  iMxi  thaii  A'd^in's  cd- 
trenant  in  paradife  did ;  aiid  that  it  did  in  its  ow*  nature  oblige 
all  iipon  whomf  it  jpaifed^  to  the  fame  terms  of  obedienbe  mt 
AdflHn'^  covehant  obU^d  bim.    A^^ 

(3.)  That  there  is  not  ix)  be  foiiiid  in  the  ne^  eoi^Mim  any 
fuch  2£k  or  duty  of  ours,  as  Hath  been  disfcribed  and  Umited  a^ 
bove ;  which  is  of  ai  fufpeiidiag  ttzt^ie  to  the  beitefits  ifaex«iii 
granted.    Ai^>      ,      ;      ' 

(4.)  That  the  Jrefpefiiy^  eipofitiotiii  fae  gi^es  of  the  fevend 
texts  to  be  explained  and  vindtcatedy  are  sok)te  bottgrtous  to 
the  fcopoahd  grammar  than  mine  are,\  ibd  more  agrcchible  td 
the  current  feiife  of  ^rthatkoi  exf^brs  f  aiid  then  hs  ihoJi  be 
fare  to  receive  ah  ahiv^erabfe  t^t^h  Uett  mti  elicit  ii  to  I^ 
hour  loft  to  write  again; 


'^^ 


A  ■      - 

EL      E      P      L      t 

Mr.  P  H  I  L  I  P  C  A  »  Y '»  SoJemta^aS^  *f- 

TH  E  book  I  Itawe  uindertalieh'td  jMin>ad>reit  bnefiy  npoaj 
beara  tbe  title  of  i/^mmeti&i^  b(rt  1  Jtw-sot ibc  uoBli 


ySl^med  witb  fl^JSlemnttyy  as  I  am  with  die  au^kt^y  bf  tils 
caU.  Kot  Mf  it  i9,  Wt  ^jigf^  it  is.  If  it  be  the  caU  of  Ood^ 
ieimift  he  c^yeid,  t%6tigfa  ik  be  to  part  kbt  oiily  with  the  pri^ 
kfil^ssj  hixt  Uv^s  of  bur  deareft  chUdreh ;  but  thim  vtre  had  need 
iiD  he  ^crjr  weli  aBUi-ed  it  i$  tbe  tall  of  God,  elfe  HtfG  af€|puiity 
41  oi^e  of  tiic  higheft  fblly^  and  hzi^Oi  treaaher^i  to  ^rt  with  A 
tieh  aa  in^tnmtei  cohveyed  bjr  @od*8  coTetiant  with  Abra- 
ham, to  us  believing  Gentiles,  and  otir  feed,  at  ifr.,  Gary's  call; 

Toii  ^e6t  your  Sl$lemh  i^all  ib  ol/  'iht^t  ii>i/ukl  he  &i»nei  «l 
Unfits  fiatiiftU  witmffbs.     ... 

U.&^  pU  aire  tod  obfcttlriB  and  getieirai  :.do  ybii  nie&it;  all  ths^ 
Wttlid  be^pwiidd  by  you)  or  by  Chrift  ?  if  you  meani  that  we 
^uft  iiot  ex^£b  to  be  owned  bjr,  t^u  ^^U  ^^  rehoiince  mhnii$ 
baptifm,  you  tell  us  ho  news,  &>r  you  have  Idilg  iitice  tiimed 
^ottr^ek  Upon  buir  niiniftry  aiid  a&ttiblies :  yd,  methinks  ic 
i«  Arangej  that  i^e  wHo  were  hKely  b^ned  as  Chrift's  JBdtfafut 
Miidfe}  mder  our  l^te  fuflbtiAgSi  miiit  how  be  dlibwned  \f^ 
#m,  wbta  "m  hai^e  Hlxity  to  amplify  and  confihnt  oiir  teftio^- 
Itjr  ih  the  ^eeful  improvement  of  ohr  eomnioii  liberty; 

But  if  ^mt  ^eafiitig  be)  (as  {  <ifongly  iu^tiBt  il  is)  that  we 
Bttit  not  tjsfsiSt  to  be  bwned  by  Chrift,  except  we  give  up  in^ 
tiints  bapdfiii ;  then,  I  fay,  it  is  the  maft  unciiaritaSie',  as  well 
Ifs  Uflwarh^taUe,  And  dangerous  eenfure  that  ever  dropt  froi^ 
fhepeii  df  a  fober  Chriftiab.  It  is  certakily  yoiir  gire^t  evil  cd 
ky  /dlvdtiih  HkV  on  iuch  a  pbtht  as  the  proper  fiibjed  of  bap- 
tifm, and.to.malile  it  artlculm  Jlan'tis  yd  tddefitis  reUgioniti 
1^  ieety  fi^i  oh  which  the  whole  Chriftian  religion,  Stitd  it^ 
hirdfeflbrs  fklVatlbii  muft  ftahd.  I  hope  the  reft,  of  four  bri^- 
thfeii  4r^  ihore  th$ritabie  thiiQ  yourielf  i  but  however  it  be,  t 
(ioofen)^  phoiefi,  that  t  eVel*  haire,  atld  ftUl  do  t»wn  you,  and 
j^any  mom  df  jrout  {terfuaiioil,  fQt  ihy  brethreti  in  Chnft,  and 
^  {^erftiaded  ChKit  will  owii  you  too,  notwjchftanding'youi^ 
in^y  erTi^s  and  miftakes  abbut  the  leSf^r  arid  lo^er  mattery,  df 
Irefigioii:  Kbr  ife^d  yottr<ierifure  buizh  to  affel):  lis,  as  lon^ 
b  we  are  fatisfied  you  have  lieikllei'  i  fabulty  libr  cbmmlffioU 
^s  folemiil^  i0  pn>iiounce  it  upon  us. 

But  what  is  the  einditidn  u^n  which  thiii  dreadful  fentence- 
Hep^iida  ?  wh^,  It  is  our  i^tetidance  or  lion^attehdatic^  to  tht 
^^rimitive  purity  of  the  gofpel-do^lriiie. 

Sir,  I  hope  we  do  attend  It,  and^  id  focrie  reipeftsj  better  thttn; 
Ibmc  great  pretenders  to  primitive  purity,  who  tiavcJ  c»ft  off 
hdt  only  the  initiating  fign  of  God's  covenant,  (this  did  nxst 
Abraham)  but  alfo  that  Ok»ft  comfortal^ind  aheidolbrdkaiMr 
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of  Jf^g^ffg  pMnts  ;  and  what  other  primitive  ordinance  of  Goi    ' 

may  lie  caihiefed  next,  who  can  tell  ?  . . 

Wd  have  a  witnefs  in  our  boforny  that  the  defence  oiGhriJPf  *: 
pure  ivorjbip  and  inftitution.  hath  coil  us  fomething  \ .  and  a^ 
for  me,  wece  I  convinced  by  all  that  you  have  here  (aid,  or  ar  J 
tiy  of  your  friendS)  that  in  baptizing  the. infants  of  believers^  J 
Ve  did  really  depart  from  the  primitive  purity,  I  would  r&-  \ 
tlounce  it,  and  turn  Anabaptift  the  £ime  day.       .  .  .  . 

But  really,  fir^  this  difcourfe  of  yours  bath  very  much  con- 
tinced  me  of  the  v^qaknefs  apd  ficUinefo  erf  your  caufe,  which     I 
is  forced  to^ieek  a  hey  ^foundation,  and  i&  here  laid  Hy  youup-     ] 
on  fuch  a  foundatiori  as  muf^  inevitably  ruin  it,  ^if  your  party^     \ 
as  well  as  yourfelf^  have  biH  refohition  enough  to  venture  it 
thereupon..  .  T 

And  it  appears  to  me  very  probable,  that,  they  intend  to  fight 
iis  upon  the  new.  ground  you  have  here  chofen  and  marked  out    J 
for  them,  by  the  high  ^77fi0mmmj  they  give,  your ^oA  in  tbeir    1 
epiftles  to  it,  wherein  they  tell  us,  y^ur  notions  are  of  fo  rart   i 
a  nature, y  that  you  are  not  beholden  to  any  other  for  them  j  and  it    j 
is  a  wonder  if  you  ihould,  for  I  think  it  never  entered  into  any    j 
fc^ber  Chriftian's  head  bc^re  you,  th^t  Abraham's  covenant,    | 
Gen.  xvii.  was  the  very  fame  with  Adam's  covenant  made  i^.    j 
paradifi  i  or  that  Mofes,  Abraham,  and  all  the  eleft  of  God  i^     j 
thofe  days  ^  were  abfolutely  under  the  veiy  rigoirr  ^vA  tyranny 
of  the  covenant  of  works ^  and  at  tbe  fame  time  under  tjie  cch 
venant  of  graces  and  all  the  blefl^ngs  and  privileges  thereof;, 
with  many  other  fuch  tare  notions f  of  which  it  is^pity  .^ut  you 
fhould  have  the  fole  propriety. /,  .  ^ 

J  am  particularly  f:oncerned  to  deteft  your  dangerous  ml- 
flakes,  both  in  love  to  your  own  foidj  and  care  of  my  people^ s,f' 
amongft  whom  ypu  have  difperfed  them  ;  though  I  foyefi^  bty  .\ 
M.  E'^  «:piftlc  to  your  poGk^  what  meafure  I  am  like  to  hsive.  for   \ 
my  plain  and  faithful,  dealing  with  ypu ;  for  if  that  gentleman, 
upon  a  mere  furmife  and  prefutnptipn  that  one  or  other  woul4 
eppo/e  your  ioskid^fe  adventure  to  call  your  uiiknpwii  anfwes-    i 
cr,  before  he  ever  pat  pen  to  paper,  a  mawpleafer^  a,  quarreller 
at  reformation^  and  raiik  him  with  the  Papifts,  which  oppofed    ; 
th,e  faithful  for  their  non-cpnformity  to  their  inventions  ;  what    j 
muft  I  expeA  from  fuch  rafli  cenfurers,  for  my  fober,  plaii>,    j 
and  raHO&i^l  confutation  of  your  errors  ? 

As  io  xht  controverfy  hetwipct  usy  you  truly  fay  in   your 
title  page,  and  many  parts  of  •  your  ^oo^,  and  your  brethren  - 
^  comprqpate  it  In'  their  epiftles,  that  the  main  arguments^  made  \ 
ufe  of  by  the  Pcedo-baptift^  for  the  fupport  of.  their  pra^ce> 
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'  t[ft  taken  from  the  covenant  of  God  with  Abraham)  G^n.  xvii. 
You  call  this  the  very  hinge  of  the  contrdverjy  ;  and  therefore 
'   if  you  can  but  prove  this  to  be  the  very  fame  covenant  ofnvorks 
with  that  made  with  Adam  in  paradife^  we  fhall  then  fee  what 
improvements  you  will  quickly  make  of  it. 
Ay,  fir,  you  arie  fenfible  of  the  advantage,  no  lefs  than  a  com* 
Vf    ^lete  vi£tory  yon  fiiali'  obtain  by  it ;  and  therefore  being  a  • 
I  *  toore  hardy  and  adventurous  man  than  others,  put  defperately 
4ippn  it,  (whichnevcr  any  before  you  durft  attempt)  to  prove 
I     Abraham's  cbvehant,  which  (lands  fo  much  in  the  way  of  your 
-     caufe,  to  be  a  mere  covenant  rf  ixforks^  and  therefore  now  a* 
;     boiiihed. 

I  My  proper  province  is  td  difcover  here,  that  part  of  the  foun» 
\  dation  (I  mean  Abraham's  covenant)  whence  our  divines,  with 
greac  flrength  and  evidence,  deduce  the  right  of  believers  in- 
fants to  baptifm  now.  Next,  to  evince  the  abfurdity  of  your 
aiTertions  and  arguments  you  bring  to  deftroy  it :  And,  iaiUy, 
to  refleft  briefly  upon  th^  anfwers  you  give  iii  the  beginning 
ofyour^o^i,  to  thofe  fevcral  texts  of  fcripture  pleaded  by  the 
learned  and  judicious  divines  you  oppofe,  for  the  juftification 
of  infants  baptifm, 

(i.)  Thofe  that  plead  God's  covenant  with  Abraham,  Geq. 
xvii.  as  a  fcripture-foundaition  for  baptizing  believers  infants 
under  the  gofpel|  proceed  generally  upon  thcfc  four  grounds 
I ,  tir  prijicif4es. 

p        (i.)  That  God's  covenant  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  was 

?    the  fame  covenant  for  fubffance  we  Gentile  'believers  are  now 

I    ^nder ;  aiid  they  fubftantially  prdve  it  fr6m  Luke  i.  from  the 

^     54th  to  thfe  5^4th  verfe  5  which  place  evidently  (hews  the  fime- 

^    nefs  of  the  covenant  of  grace  they  were,  and  we  are  now  un* 

dei";  and  from  Matth.  xxi.  41  i  43.  the  fame  vhieyard  and 

*     kingdom  the  Jews  theft  had,  is  now  kt  out  to  lis  Gentiles; 

and  from  Rom.  xi.  that  the  Gentile  Chriftlans  are  grafted  into 

the  fame  olive-tr^e,  from  which  the  Jews  were  broken  off  for 

\    their  unbelief ;  and  that  the  bleffing  of  Abraham  corheth  now 

«pon^^e  Gentiles,  Gal.  iii.  8, 14,  16. .  And  in  a  word,  that 

the  psu'tition^wall  betwia^t  them  and  us  is  now  pulled  down  ; 

and  that  we,  thro^igh  faith,  are  let  into  the  felf-fame  covenant, 

'and  all  the  privileges  they  then  enjoyed,  Eph.  ii.  13. 

r         (2.)  They  afiert  and  ^rove.  That  in  Abraham's  covenant 

J     the  infaiit-ieed  were  tak^n  in/ with  their,  parents,  and  that  in 

i    tokeii  thereof,  they  were  to  have  the  fign  of  the  covenant  ap- 

\    l^ed  to^heni,  G'en.  xvii.  9.  ' 

Y  2       .  .'       ' 


(3.)  They  9$rm  aqd  ]voYe»  That  the  pron^ife  of  Cl^d^  M 
lbraham*and,hisfec4v  with  the  privileges  ^hereof  to  las  ch^ 
dren,  doy  for  the  fubQance  of  cbeinf  d^fcctii  to  ^Uevers  noW} 
lUid  their  feed|  Afb  iu  38,  39.  a|id  though  the  e^ier^i^  Gs^ 
i>iz  nVrtimc^on,  be  changed*  y^t  bsy>ti(m  ts^^  i^  plac^  Wr 
^rthiegoj^lt  CoLii.!^,  la. 

*  (4!)  They  conft^tljr  a^rfp,  t3^tt  npx\%ci  tbofc  jffmtii^^i 
orivilegcs  madeto  t^e  infant-feed  oi  Abrahs^n'ifamilyi  wer^. 
ever  re|>ealed  oir  revoked  by  Cfarift  or  his  afM^e$  |^  and  there? 
lore  believers  children  ans  now  ia  tlie  n§btfi4  jpQneffiop  of 
ihemi'  and  th^t  therefor^  t^erie  needed  nq'aew  csimm^i^ii  of. 
i>romife  t  lp>  Abrabain's  cpyenant  we '  fiiid  bur  duty  to  figi^, 
4^r  childre^  with  the  fign  olf  d^e  covenant*  i  aiid  ia  Abrah^^V 
^romiie  We'fiiid  God'3  graqpiis  grahX  ^  ^H,^  tbild'r€»s  as  1f<U 
$L&  his^  efpecia^ly  fince  the  sQ>oft|e  direiEb  U9»  in  tbis  very  1^ 
fpcStf  to  the  cove^aiit  of  God  witji  Abrahamy  AG^  vu  38^ 

-  ,Thcfe,  fir,  are  the  prin(:iplc«  on  ^icb  we  hy  (as  yoo  lay); 
gres^  ftrefs, '  aii4  wjbich  to  this  day  you  have  ^eirer  been  able  to' 
ihaie  dbwh  5  here  therefpre  you  anempt'a  new  mcth64  ^M[ 
{f^  by  prPying  this  covenant  is'  now  aboliOicd  ^  and  this  is 
your  method,'  in  wbicb  you  promif^  jrourfelf  gr^  fucceds:,' 
■jnirc?  things  you  pretefid  to  prove  5'    -    •.'    ^  ^    "'      ^ 

( I  •)  TM  the  Sinai  covenant^  Ei^od.  w.        ^     . 

(a.)  TW  Abraham's  coVenant,  Gont*  jfvu.  ai^c  ti|»  gisTp^:' 

.   iqoyqiantsi'j^ndthat'becaure,        : 

(3.)  Tb^gofpeir^oveiiaut  isabfolute  and^uncondition^. 

How  ypu  come  tt  tidok  in  the '  Mdfaic  cffvekaHt  it^  this^ 
contr<^erfy^  ib  not  very  evident^  unleis  you  iliink'it  Wisreea^* 
ff  for  yoiji  to  pi-pvc  that  tobc  a  caperumt^ej' 'worths :  arid  theai^ 
Abrahain'^scovenajit^  Gen.  xvii.  b^ing  an  Qhl  Tei^sament  CQ*^ 
Tenant,  Verb  the  mdre  eafily  proved  to  be  of  the  faixie  nature. 
^  am  obliged  to  examiid^  yo^r  three '  poiitions  sd^ye  m^ed,' 
and  if  i  eyidcnc<j  to  the  wdrld  the  falfiiy.of  the<n,  the  caufc; 
you  mariage  is  To  for  Ibft,  a^  the  rigl^t  of  beftv^s  ixi&it$  t9 
bapttfm  fta^d^  firm  upon  its  old  and  fujre  foilndUtiOit*'  ]L bq^, 
dherefore 'with your  *  '-"''        ''   "' •'"  ''"'''  ^  "■*"  "'  '".' 

Tlhttkfi  covmantnwl^  iJuitb  J^raidy  s«  mwffl.^iWt,  is  tif^ 
foery  fiime  covenimt  (^  "^  y^iiam  in  inn^emyf 
p.  izzi  and  divers  o^er  places  of  your  book,  tlfe  vtiy' 
&me.'  •  ^ "  ■-  •'  '  '■"  ''■'-''  •  '  ■  •  ■  ■'"  '  '  '  ' 
'  Now,  if  I.  pove.  that  this  afCsrtionof  yours  doth  natum^^ 
^^  iregularly  di:aw.riiany  ialfe  gnd  s^furd  confequents  upon' 
^'"-  •  'tu         .   ';    •  ■'•'•" *     .    ^   '1'^' 


IP^  Wbid^  you  ate,  9M^  inud  be  forced  to  own,  iheii  tbi^ 
joixt  potion  cai^rnot  be  true  |  for  jrom  true  premi0bs»  nothing 
\m^  cmib  eUn  p^jturitlly  9a4  reguliiily  fpliow ;  but  I  fhail  m^ke 
|t  fhMQ  tcr  y€>i|»  tbot  tbU  your  po&tion  regularly  draws  mmf 
fMft  c^cl^fioQ%  ^d  grois  abfurdittes,  upon  yoM }  feme  oS 
^bifb  ypu  owfil  ei{seAy,  tnd  others  you  9$  good  as  owHi,  b«<r 

Sable  to  return  nothiog  rational  or  £iti^fa^ory  in  your  own 
5n«fllg4inftth«ra.  * 

( I .)  From  this  aflertion^  that  the  Six^dx  covenant  was  a  p,urti 
t$f^iMdnf:  rf  Wi^r^Xy  th^  very,  (^ilic  w^h  Adam's  couehant^  it 
rj^gvlarly  luid  nj^cedsirily  foik>wSy  that  either  Mofes  and  all  If ^ 
j^l  4i^pc  4tmned,  tbere  being  no  fidyadon  i^ffible  to  be  at* 
^m»d.  bytbat  ficft  corfnant  (  prelfe,  that  there  was  a  go7c«> 
pnl  of  jgiiaelQ  at  the  fame  pme  running  parallel  with  that  co- 
fttfafrt  of  works ;  and  b  the  ek£l  peopk  cf  God  were  atone 
mA  t^e  i&Aie  ttmi:  under  the  firfi,  as  a  coye^ismt  of  death  and 
Condemnation;  and  under  the  ^cond,  as  a  ^venant  of  grace 
a|kd  juftilication^ 

This  diiemma,  finches  yon^  To  ai&r^  that  Mofes,  and  all 
d^e  el^  of  God,  i|i^di?r  that  d«fpen£^tion, .  were  damned,  you 
dare  net;  and  if  you  had,  joutmuft  have  expunged  the  ele« 
'  voith  €hai>tec  to  the  Hebrews,  and  a  great  part  of  the  Neir 
Teftamem,  ipgetber  with  all  your  hopes  of  fitting  down  with 
Abraham,  I&ac  and  Jacob,,  in  the  kingdom  of  heavem  The 
Isifter,  tborefore,  (fteing  you  cannot  avoid)  you  are  forced  upon, 
iiid  in  ^ainiHrords  yield  it,  p«  174,  17$«  ^  That  Mofes,  and 
\  the  whole  body  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  without  exception 
^  of  any,  were  under,  yea,  ab(blutely  under  the  fevereft  pe- 

*  nalues  of  a  dreadful  curfe ;  that  the  covenant  they  were  un- 
<.  der,  could  be  no  ptfaar^ha|i  a  covenant  of  works,  a  miniftra* 
f  tion  of  dea^  and  ixmdemnation ;  wh«i  yet  it  is  4lib  evident 
\  bom  tbe  iamebcly  fcriptures  of  trudi,  that  at  the  iame  time 
f.  both  Mofes  and  all  the  ele£!i:  among  that  people,  were  un- 

<  ^r  a  pure  covenant  of  goipel-grace ;  and  dtatthefe  two  co-^ 
f  veisan^s  were  jnft  the  oppofite  the  one  to  the  other;  but  to 

<  thfd  you  have  notfaii^'to  fay,  but  widi  the  apoftle  in  another 

•  cafe,  O  the  depth  !* 

Here,  fir,  you  father  a  pure  and  perfeft  contradiction  upon 
i^t  h(dy  fieripcures,  that  it  fpeaks  things  juft  oppofite  and  con- 
tradictory one  to  the  other,  and  of  neceillty  one  part  or  mem- 
^  of  a  cemtradiftionmuft  be  falfe :  this  all  the  rational  world 
knowS4  but  fo^t  is,  fay  you,  and  fly  to  the  infinite  wifdom  to 
j^concile  them  5  for  you  fay,  You  know  not  what  t©  fay  to  it^ 
|ii^  fo  die  fuf^  ferve  us  in  the  cmtmvfirfy  about  tnmfubjian- 


1^4  A  Heply  to  Mr.  CaryU  filmn  Calf. 

#jafi(w,vlie]i  they' cannot  reeoncile  one  thing  iidth  another^ 
they  fly  to  the  omnipotent  power  to  do  it. 

But,  fir,  I  wonder  how  you  hold  and  hug  a  principle  that  rtns 
naturaVy  into  fuch  grofs  abfurdities :  Do  you  fee  what  follows 
from  hence  by  unavoidable  confeqUence  ?  You  muft,  according 
to  this  principle,  hold,  That  Mofes,  and  all  God's  peculiar 
tUtSt  people  in  Ifrael,  muft,  during  dieir  life,  hang  mid-way 
between  juftification  and  condemnation  ;  and,  after  death,  be- 
tween heaven  an<t  bell. 

(i.)  During  life,  they  muft  hang  mid-way  between  juftifi- 
cation and  condemnation  ;  juftified  they  could  not  be,  for  ju- 
ftification is  the  foul's  pafling  from  death  to  life,  i  John  iii.  14. 
John  V.  24.  This  they  could  not  poffibly  Ao^  for  the  niini . 
ftration  of  death  and  condemnation  hindred.  He  that  is  under 
icondemnation  by  the  law,  cannot,  during  that  ftate,  pafs  into 
life.  And  yet  to  be  under  ccndemnatkm  is  as  impoffible  on  the 
other  fide ;  for  he  that  is  juftified,  cannot  at  the  fame  time 
l>c  under  condemnation^  Rom.  viii.  2.  John  ▼.  24.  What  re- 
inaiii^  then,  but  that  during  life  they  muft  ftick  mid- way  be- 
twbx  both,  neither  juftified  nor  condemned  $  and  yet  both  fd 
and  fo.  Juftification  is  our  life,  afid  condemnation  our  death, 
m  law :  Betwixt  thefc  two,  which  are  privately  oppofed^  there 
can  be  no  medium  of  participation,  and  yet  fuch  a  medium  you 
here  fancy. 

'  (2I)  And  thett  after  death  they  muft  necaffarily  hang  betwixt 
heaven  and  hell ;  to  heaven  none  can  go  that  are  under  the 
Very  rigour  and  tyranny  of  the;^law,  a  pure  covenant  of  luorks^ 
^  you  fay  they  were.  To  hell  thiey  could  not  go,  being  un- 
der the  pure  coaoevani  (f  grace .:  What  remains  then^  but 
foinc  third  ftate  muft  b^  aSigned  them  ?  and  fo  at  hft  vitt  have 
feund  the  Umbus  patrum^  and  your  pofitlon  leads  €is  right  to 
purgatory :  a  conclufion  which,  I  believe,  you  yourfclf  ablTor 
as  mufch  as  L 

(2<i?K»)  This  hypothcfis  pinches  you  with  another  dilemma^ 
viz.  Eitber  there  was  pardoif  or  repentance  inMokn's  cove^ant^ 
md  the  Sin^i  di/penfatfon  0/ the-hw J  or  there  was  none  5  if 
you  fay  none,  you  dire£Uy  contradift  Lev.  xxvi.  40,  46.  if 
they  were,  then  it  cannot  be  Adam's  covenant  of  works. 

You  aiifwcr,  pag.  179.  *  That  God  promifeth  pardon  for 

<  the  breach  of ^ofes's  covenant,  and  of  Adam's  covenant  too, 
~^  but  neither  Adain's  <fovenant,  nor  the  Jewifti  legal  covenant, 

<  promifed  any  pardon  upon  repentance,  but  rathei:  threiatens, 
^  and  inflifts  the  contrary.' 

\fleply.  Either  this  is  a  iixtOi  aafwer  to.  my  argument^  tjQi 
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prove  the  law  at  Sinai  cannot  be  a  pure  Adam's  covefuinty  be- 
caufe  it  had  a  promife  of  pardon  annexed  to  it,  Lev.  xxvi.  40. 
but  Adam's  covenant  had  none.  If  your  anfnrer  be  dire£^» 
then  it  is  a  plain  contradi£Uon  in  faying  it  had,  and  it  had  not 
a  promife  of  pardon  belonging  to  it.  Qr  elfe  it  is  a  merer  eva^ 
fion,  and  an  eluding  df  the  argument ;  and  your  only  mean- 
ing is,  that  the  relief  I  fpeak  of  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  pro- 
mife belonging  to  the  Sinai  difpenfation,  but  in  Ibme  other 
gofpel  covenant  or  promife.  But,  fir,  this  will  not  ferve  your 
turn ;  you  fee  I  cite  the  very  promife  of  grace  made  to  the 
Ifraelities  on  mount  Sinai  by  the  hand  of  Mofes,  wherein  God 
promifeth  upon  their  humiliation,  to  remember  his  covenant 
for  their  good.  Now,  fir,  you  had  as  good  have  ftood  to  your 
iirft  anfwer,  which  is  left  contradi&ory,  as  to  this  which  is  no 
lefs  fo ;  as  will  evidently  appear,  by  a  nearer  and  more  parti*, 
colarview  of  the  place,  and  gathering  up  your  own  concef* 
fions  about  it*  That  this  text,  Lev.  xxvi*  40.  hath  the  nature 
of  a  gracious  gofpel  promife  in  it,  no  man  will  deny,  ex*^ 
cept  he  that  will  deny  that  God's  remembring  of  his  covenant^ 
ff>r  the  relief  of  poor  broken-hearted  finners,  is  no  gofpel-pro- 
mile  pertaining  to  the  covenant  of  grace:  That  it  was  made 
to  the  penitent  Ifraelities  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  there  deliver-^ 
ed  them  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  for  their  relief,  is  as  vifible  and 
plain  as  the  words  and  fyllables  of  the  46th  verfe  are  to  him 
that  rends  them.  jLet  the  promife  then  be  confidered  both  ways. 
(i.)  In  your  fenfe,  as  a  plain  direBim  to  the  covenant  of  gract 
made  with  AhreAamfor  their  relief;  for  fo  you  fay  it  was,  p. 
x8o.  otr  let  it  be  confidered  abfolutely,  as  that  which  contaii>ed 
relief  in  itfelf  for  the  penitent  Ifraelites  that  (houldlive  to- 
wards  the  end  of  the  world,  after  they  fliould  be  gathered  from 
all  their  difperfions  and  captivities,  as  you  there  fpeak,  and 
mt>re  fully  explicate  in  your  accommodation  of  a  parallel  pro- 
mife,^. Ill,  112,  113.  Firft,  let  us  view  it  in  yourfenfe,  as  a 
relative  promife  xo-iSiyixovenani  of  grace  made  with  Abraham. 
Gen.  xii.  to  which,  fay  you,  it  plainly  directs  them ;  and  then 
this  legal  difpenfation  C2Xi  never  be  the  fame  with  Adam's  cove-^ 
nantj  for  to  that  covenant  no  fuch  promife  was  ever  annexed, 
which  fliould  guide  ^hd  plainly  dire£k  them  to  Chrift  and  par- 
don, as  that  ftar  whii|:h  appeared  to  the  wife  men  dire£bed  their 
way  to  Chrift.  If  there  be  ]?^ny  fuch  relative  promife  belong* 
ing  to  Adam's  covenant  in  paradife^  as  this  which  I  plainly 
(hew  you  was  made  on  mount  Sinai,  be  pleafed  to  produce  it, 
and  you  en^d  the  controverfy  ;  but  if  you  cannot,  (as  you  know 
jrou  cannot}  then  never  fay"  the  legal  difpenfation  at  Sinai, 
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and  tlie  covenant  of  works  #ith  Adtm  xnparoAfB^  are  tlie  vf|[ 
fiKne  covenant,  Seeondly^  Let  iis  bonfider  ikhia  promife  db^ 
Iblutely  iti  kfelfy  aiid  then  I  demand,  was  there  mcrej,  relidf 
aiid  })ardon  contained  in  it  for  any  penitent  fitinei-  prefehtor  nA 
eome?  Yes^  fay  you,  it  extends  relief  to  petiiicmtSy  after  God 
flia}l  gather  diem  from  all  their  captivities  at  the  eiid  of  the 
world  I  very  good«  Then  it  is  a  very  vigorous  promift  A 
graee,  which  not  only  reacb^  430  years  bac)iward,  as  hx^ 
the  firft  promife  to  Abrahami  but  alfo  extendi  its  rdidEs  and 
«nd  cemibrts  many  tbottfaiid  years  forwards,  eVen  to  the  piueft 
liities  of  the  gofpel^  juft  befdre  ChVift  eoming  to  jadi^oienti 
And  can  fucb  a  promife  as  this  be  dented  to  br  in  itfelf  a  gof^ 
pei'^promife  ?  Stire  it  can  neither  be  denied  (o  b?  fueb,  nor  y6t 
to^be  made  upon  mkmt  Binai  by  the  hand  of  Mt^g.  fkai 
dikmma  is  as  pinching  as  the  former. 

Perhaps  you'll  fay,  This  promife  did  no^  bei<»ng  td  tfie  mtiJ 
lavi  given  at  Sinai^  but  to  the  terem»Aal  taw :  if  fo^  theii 
I'  flmuld  reafonably  eonclude,  that  ydu  take  the  ctrmx^ 
maliarw  (of  which  you  feem  to  make  this  a  branch^  pdg.  18  f.) 
to  be  a  covenant  of  grace,  feeing  one  of  kd  branches  be^ 
fucb  a  gracious  promife  upon  it.  No,  thsft  mult  not  be  fd. 
Iieitfaer;  for  fay  yoti^  p.  i$i.  the  ceremonial c&otna^  is  (£ 
the  fame  nature  with  iite  covenant  9/ "works ^  or  lair  writted 
in  cables  of  ftone :  Whither  then  (haJi  we  fetid  this  promife  i 
To  the  covenant  of  grace  we  muil  j)0t  fend  it,  unle6  oiil>^  )d 
tn  index  or  finger  to  point  to  it,  becaufe  it  v^ts  ifiadt  upoli 
jn(nmt  Sinai,  and  delivered  to  Ifrael  by  the  hand  6f  Biof^  : 
Ta  the  go%cl-eovenant  we  muft  not  therefore  annesK  it  \  and  fitf 
the  legal  di(penfatfon  at  Sinai  you  afe  as  Ibth  to  anttet  it,  b^ 
cau&  it  contains  fo  much  relief  and  grace  in  it  for  poor  penr« 
tents }  and  that  will  prove,  that  neither  the  mcirdJ  Yiot  cer^eTfH^ 
niailaw  (place  it  in  which  yc^u  pleafe)  can  be  a  puiie  chfina^ 
^ works  as  Adam's  was. 

Moreover,  in  making  this  the  'promife  nt^hicfa  mctft  reiilrve' 
and  comfort  the  diftre&d  Ifradites  in  the  pureft  g6fpei*tiifi^ 
towards  the  end  of  the  world,  you  as  palpably  ccttitradift 
youriclf  in  another  refped  ;  for  we  (hall  find  ydu  by  and  by 
Itoutly  denying,  that  the  gofpel  promifes  have  any  conditiom^ 
or  qaalifications  annexed  to  them ;  but  fo  bath  thik^  which 
you  fay  relates  to  them  that  (hall  live  at  the  end/  of  the  world. 
*^  If  their  micircumcifed  hearts  be  humbled,  and  if  they  zcccpi 
*^  the  puniftunent  of  their  iniquites,  then  will  I  remember  mf 

covenant,"  itc.    But  bethis  promife  conditional  €^  ibfyht^ 
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jb#d  ^in^  are  undeniably  clear :  ( i .)  That  it  is  ik  pmmife  I^U 
ofgrace^  for  the.  relief  of  law-tranigrefim,  yer*40,  (2)  That 
it  was  ijiimn^  SmTAprwnifiy  ver.  46.  And  {uch  a  pron&ifeas 
you  can  n^ver  (hew  in  Adam's  covenant*  • 

fiefidesi  it  is  to  me  ati  unaccountably  thihgi  that  a  {iroinife 
wUich  hath  a  double  cxin^foruble  afped,  430  years  baclij  and 
fome  thousands  %ii  years  forw^rd^  (hould  not  caft  one  comfort*- 
able  glance  upon  the  poiitents  pf  the  prefent  age«  when  it  wa^ 
imade,^  nor  upon  any  till  n^ar  the  ^nd  of  the  world.  What 
think  you»  fir,  of  the  3000  Jews  pricked  at  the  he^^  Ai£iaik 
had  they  no  relief  from  it)  becaufe  thejr  lot  fell  not  late  enoi\g^ 
in  time  r  Were  the  penitent  Jews  in  Mofes  and  Peter's  dayp 
^11  bom  out  of  due  time  for  this  promife  to  relieye?  O  wh^ 
Shifting  and  (huffling  is  here  !  Who  can  think  a  man  thattwifta 
^nd  winds  every  w^y,  to  avoid  the  dint  of  an  argument^  caii 
poilibly  have  a  nioral^afliu^Qce  of  the  truth  of  his  own  opinion  i 

(3.)  You  hy^pag.  134*  *  That  through  Chrift's  fatisfaflioH 
^  there  is  no  repugnancy,  or  hoftileconUan^tyibetwittthe  lavj" 
<  and  promife,  but  an  agreement  betwixt  them*  and  that  thev 
*'  differ  only  in  refpe^  of  ftreugth  and  w^aknefs }  the  gofpet 
^  is  able  to  go  through- ftitch  with  it,  which  the  law  cannot  do.^ 

Reply n '  Well  then,  the  law;  confidered  as  9t  covenant  ot 
tvorks,  wbofe  terms  or  condition  is,  *<  T^  this  and  live  }^'  an4 
the  promife  or  g(^pel,  whofe  condition  isi»  **  Believe  and  thou 
*<  {halt  he  faved  i"  are  not  fpecifically  different^  but  only  gra^ 
dually,  in  point  of  ftrength  and  weaknefs :  and  the  cea[fon  yoU 
give  is ^s  fti^ange,  ^^tthis  comes  to  pafs  through  thi  fiUiifdc^ 
tion  ,sf  Ckrifi.  Good  fir,  enlighten  us  in  this  rare  notion^ 
Did  Chrift  die  to  purchafe  a  reconciliation  betwixt  the  cove^ 
nant  of  works  as  fuch,  and  the  covenant  of  gracei  as  ifbotii 
"^ece  now  by  the  death  of  Chrift  agreed,  and  to  be  juftified 
by  works  and  by  faith,  fliould,  after  Chrift's  death,  make  nor 
odds  or  difference  between  them  ?  If  it  be  fo,  why  have  you, 
kept  fuch  a  cpil  to  prove  Mofes's  and  A<iam's  covenant,  yea^ 
Abraham's  too,  being  a  mvenant  of  v>orh^  can  never  confiJ^ 
qr  mingle  with  the  gofpel-covenant  f  And  then  I  fay,  you  con-^ 
tradi^  the  apqftlef  who  fo  direclly  oppofes  the  covenant  of 
\«;^ri^/ as  fuch,  to  the  covenant  of  grace^  Gal.  iii.  18*  andt^lU. 
us  they  are  utterly  inconfiftent  andexclufive  of  each  other;  aT^4 
this  he  fpake  after  Chrift's  death  and  adual  fatisfaflion.  But| 

(4.}  That  which  more  amazes  me,  is  tbe  ftrange  anfwer  ypu, 
giye  taMr.  3edgwick,  jp.  13  a,  133.   In  ypurremrnto  hit 
^gument^  ^  That  if  the  law  and  the  promife  cancoufift^  then 
*Vox,,  Vllt  jjt:     •      / 
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^  the  law  cannot  be  fet  up  as  a  covenant  of  workd.  You  anfiod^ 

*  That  the  law  and  the  promife  having  divers  ends,  it  doth  ndt 
'^  thence  .fellow,  that  there  is  an  inconfiftence  betwixt  tbem, 

^  and  that  the  law,  even  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works^  inftead  of 
'<  being  againft  the  promife,  tends  to  the  eftablifiinient  of  it. 
>*'  And  ^.133.  that  by  convincing  men  of  the  impoffilulity  <^ 
<  obtaining  reft,  and  peace  intbemfelves,.  and  theneceffity  of 
'*  betaking  themfelves  to  the  promife,  eb^.  die  law  is  not  againft 
^*  the  promife,  havianig  fo  hUffeiafi^bferviency  tOwards^  the  efta*- 
^  blUhment  thereof/  Here  you  own  zftibffrvitntyy  yea,  a  Ue^ 
fed  fuhfervi€ney  of  the  law  to  the  promife,  which  is  that  Mr*^ 
Sedgwick  and  myfelf  have  urged  to  prove  it  caniiot  be  io^  as  it 
is  a  pure  Adam's  covenant,  but  that  i^refore  it  muft  oome 

'  under  another  confideratien  ^  only  here  we  differ  \  you  fay  it 
Itath'a  bleffedfitbferviency  to  the  promife,  as  it  is  the  fame  with 
Adam's  cove^iant  %.  we  fay  it  can  aevet  be  fo  as  fueb,  but  aS' 
it  is  either  a'  covenant  of  grace,  tho^  m&tt  obfeuve,  as  he  fpeaks  \ 
or  thoughf  the  matter  of  it  Ihould  be  the  fame  with  Adam's 
covenant^  ye^  it  is  fubferviently  a  covenant  of  grace,,  as  others 
fpeak ;  and  under  no  other  eonfideration  can  it  be  reconciled 
so  the  promife..  ^  • 

But  will  you  ftand  to  this,  that  the  law  hath  no  hoftUe  con^ 
tradiAioit^to  the  promife,^  but  a  hlejfid  fabf&vkncy  to  it»  as 

'  you  fpeak^^*  173:  where  you  fay,  *  That  if  we  preach  up  the 

*  law  afr  a  covenant  of  life,  or  a  covenant  of  faith  and  grace' 
«  (which  are  e^uipi>llent  terms)  let  us  diftingui&as  v^  pleafe 
^  betweeu' acovenant  ol grace  ahfihAely  ^Xi^fabfirwientlyiat^  ; 
^  then  we  make  a»  ill  ufe  of  the  law,  by  perverting  it  to  fu<A  ar 
^  lervice  as-God  never  intended  k  for,  and  are  guilty  of  mingling 
«  law  and  go%el,  life  and  death  together/  ' 

*  B^eply.  Hare,  fir,  my  underftanding  is  peri^ly  pofed,  an<f 
I  know  not  how  to  make  any  tolerable  orthodox  fenfe  out 
df  this  pofittoa:  is  the  kw  preached  up  a&  a  pure  covenant 
of 'Works  J  (that  is,  prefiing  men  to  the  peHbnal  ^ndpunfhial 
obedience  of  it,  in  order  totheii*  juftification  by  works)  no  way^ 
r^uenantto  the  promife,  but  altogether  fo,  when  pceacbed 
in  fuofervicncy  to  Chrift  and  faith  ?  This  is  new  divinity^ 
with  me,  and  I  believe  muft  be  fo>  to  every  lACelligent  reader. 
Do  noti  oppofe  the  promife^  when  I  preach  up  the  1ft w  as  a 
pure  covenant  of  works,  which  therefore  as  fuch  muft  be* 
«!!Lclufive  of  ChriA  and  the  promife  ?  And  do  I  oppofe  either> 
^hm  I  tellfinner^  the  terrors  of  the  law  ferve  only  to  driven 
tKem  to  Chrift)  their  only  jemedy,  who  is  ^<  the  end  of  thelam^ 
^  ios  rJglacouiac&>  to  every  oac  tbat  bcUevctb/^  Horn*  x:  4^ 
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Aie  irdrte  z^d  grace  more  eoofiftent  tbiii  grace  #tth  gnoe  ^ 
t/sBfibin  your  me^nning  in  Ais  parad^xicai  exprejicnf  aad  kare 
Q0tyD«brf€lf  and  others  infuchamaze.  I  read,  Gal.  HL  19* 
i^  what  end  God  publiihed  the  law  430  years  after  the.  j)ro» 
mife  was  made  to  Abraham,  and  find  it  "was  added  hcmtfe  cf 
ifranfgreffwn^  vf^vHh^  it  was  put  tO|  not  fet  up  by  itfelf  alone  a9 
gil|ftin£t:  covenant  but  added  as  an  appendix  to  the  amenap  $f 
gi^ace  i  whence  it  is  plaint  that  God  added  the  Sinai  law  to 
the  prcnUfe^  ynth  evangelical  erids  and  purpofes.  If  theit  X 
preach  the  law  to  the  very  fame  evaagdtcal  ilfes  andpuipofes- 
for  wbijch  Gpqd  added  it  to  the  pt-omifey  do  I  therein  make  an 
jB  ufe  cf  the  law,  and  mingle  life  and  death  together?  BttC 
prendaqg  tt^  as  a  pure  ewfnafa-^^wfkt^  ^  it  holds  forth  ju« 
intificatton  to  fini^ers  by  ahedien<:e  to  its  precepts,  do  i  then  make; 
k  bkfledly  fubfenrient  (as  you  fpeal^)  to  ^  prmtfe  or  one*' 
nantrf grace?  Tl^e  }aw  was  added  becaufe  of  traufgreffion, 
diat  15^  to  reftrain  fiii  in  the  wor}d,  and  to  convince  finners 
under  guilt,  of  the  necefiity  of  another  f  ighfeeoufnefe  than  their 
^wn,  evjm  thatpfCbrift,  and  for  the  famecads  God  added  it 
tori^fe  promife.  I  always  did,  and  ftill  fliall  preach  it,  and  I 
am  perfuaded,  without  the  leaft  danger  of  mingling  law  and 
gofpel,  life  and  death  together,  in  your  fenC^. 
■  It  is  plain  ^o  qiie,  that  in  th^  pnblicatioii  of.  the  Uw  on  Si«' 
nai,  God  did  not  in  the  leaft  intend  |!0  give  them  ib  much  as  ^ 
dite^tian  how  to  obtain  jt^ificat ion  by  their  moil  pttn£lual  o- 
bedience  to  its,precepts,  that  being  to  fallen  man  .utterly  im- 
pdfible  ;  and  befide,  had  he  promulged  the  law  to  that  end* 
uid  purpofe,  he  had  not  ^dded  it,  but  dire^y  Qppofed  it  to 
^e  promile ;  which  it  ismanifefted  he  did  not ;  GaL  in;  2i.* 
^*  Isthelawthienagainft  the  promife  of  God?  Godforbid*^^ 
4nd  verfe  «8.  makes  it  appear,  that  had  it  been  fet  up  to  that 
end  and  purpofe,  it  had  utterly  difannuUed  the  promife  }  for  if 
the  inheritance  he  ef  the  lavfy  it  u  no  more  fy  promife*  What 
then  can  be  clearer,  th^n  that  the  law  at  Sinai  was  publiflied* 
-^ith'  gracious  gofpel-ends  and  purpofes,  to  lead  men  to  Chrift,. 
^ich  Adam's  covenant  had  no  refpe6b  or  reference  to  I  And 
ther^re  it  can' never  be  a  pure  Adam's  covenant^  as  you  falfe* 
lycall  it}  neither  is  it  capable  of  becoming  a  pure  covenant  rf 
viwks  to  any  many  but  by  his  own  fault,  in  rejeding  the  righ« 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  ^^nd  feeking  juftification  by  the  wCH*ks  of 
the  law,  as  the  miftaken  carnal  Jewa  did,  Rom.  x.  3*  and  o* 
ther  legal  jufticiaries  now  do.  And  upon  this  account  only  it 
1^  that  P^ui,  who  fo  highly  praifes  the  law  in  its  fubferviencf 
,  ■     '   Z  2        ' 
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pClirift^  thtinders  fe  dreadfully  againft  it,  as  it  i^t]iu$^ftll| 

i^gnorant  miftaken  foub  in  diredt  ODpofitipii  tp  Chtift. 

(Sihlyy\  And  f^rther«  to  des^  this  point,  the  a^itie  tells  uftir 
Roin.  %.  4  •  ^*  F<ur  Chrift  is  the  end  o!  the  law  for  righteoafnefii( 
•«  to  ijf  cry  one  that  bclicvcth."  W  hence  I  ai^e,^  That  if  A- 
4^*^coven4mt  had  an end^  namely,  the  juftffication of  men 
by  their  own  peribnal  obedience  j  and!  tht  iaw*at/$ii;rai  hada 

Iuite  contrary  fnd,  namelyt  to  hfing Jinncr^  to  Chrift  by  faith 
,  >r  their  rightepufnels  \  the  one  to  keep  him  within  hiikifel^ 
^e  other  io  ^ke  him  qjdkt  out  of  himielf>  and  bring  htm  kt 
bts  jufti^ation  to  the  righteoufneis  of  another, 'even  that  of 
^rift ;  tben  that  £iinai  taip  cannot  poffibly  b^  the  feme  thing, 
with  Adam^  covemnt  (f  works ^  Ifut  the  .antecedent  is  xxvA 
and  plain  in  the  forecited  text,  therefore  Xb  is  th^  confeqnent;, 

Chrifi.  '^  '^^  ^^^  rf  ^  lavj'for  rtgifeoufiiffi.  Take  th^  kw 
bcre  either  more  ftrij£lly,  for  the  moral  law,  or  more  laiigely,  a| 
it  comprehends  the  c^r^mortM/Ziti^,  (till  Cbr^  is  ^jnitfiht. 
JbtWk  The  moral  law  fhuts  uperery  man  to  Chrift  fprjrightc*- 
dufnels,  by  ^on;vincixig  hitti  (sfccording  to  God*$  defign  in  the 
mblicationdf  it)  of  the  impoiS^bility  ql  pbtaimn|  j^ftifi£atioll; 
m  the  way  of  works. 

And  ti^e  ceremonial  law  many  Yaj3  prefi^uted  phr^i  hi^ 
death  and  fa^sifarjiion,  by  blood,  in  our  ^oom',  apd  fo  led  mat^ 
^  Cbriilj  theiir  tnre  propitiation ;  and'aliijts  tjp^  wfre  fiilfil- 
ledand  ended  in  Chrift. /'Was  there  any  fuch  thing  fn  An 
^am's  coipenant;  f,  "^ou  muft  prove  there  Was,  elfe  you  will  nc» 
ver  be  able  to  make  them  one'  an<^  the  fame  c$[venatit. 

(6/Jt/y,)  It  fccmi  exceeding  probable  frpm'A£U  yii.  37, 38. 
that  tbe  Sinai  cd^w/ii^n^  was  ^^  Mofe$  by  Tefus  Qirift* 

^Tiere  called  VA^iw^flt  ^*.Tl>is  is  he  tbat  was  in  the  church  in  the. 
^  wilderhefs,'  wim  the  Angel  that  fpake  to  bin?  in  the  moutH 
^  Sinai,  and  ipritb  bur  fathdrs^  who  i^^eired  th<r  lix^Iy  orades. 
^  togiye  wio  u^.**  Now,  ifChnftbimfelf  were  tW  Angel,  an^ 
^e  precepts  of  tbe  law  dtcliyered  by  him  to  Mofes  were  the 
lively  oratks  of  God,  as  they  aire  exprefty  affirni^d  to  be  j  then 
iShe  law  delivered  on' mount  Sinai  cannot  be  a  pijrc  Adam's  oh\ 
-venant,  gf  iifotks  :  for  it  is  never  to  he  imagined,  that  Jcfua 
Chrift  himfdf  ijiould  deiiyer  to  Mofes  Inch  a  covenant,  dircftr. 
ly  oppofite  to  all  the  ends  of  his  future  incarnation  5  and  that 
tiipfe  pSpecepts  (which,  ijf  they  were  of  the  fame  nature,  aijd  re- 
vived to  tbe.  fame  end,  at  which  A^aipV  covenant  dire^y  aim- 
ed) (hoiiid  becalled  the  fit^^fyy  oracles  tf  Cods yihtn  contt^riwi^ . 
ijpoxi  your  fuppofiticm,'  they  eould  be  no  other  tban  a  mini-*: 
Ration  of  condemnation  an^  deat^ :  but  that  they  were  Uvflyi^ 


fk^Sf  viz.  iii  tkeir  defign  and  intention,  is  plain  in  the 
text;  and  that  they  wefe  delivered  to  Mofes  by  JcfijsChrift^ 
the  angelbftht  cavenant^  (terns  more  than  probable)  by  com<« 
paring  it  with  the  former  verfes. 

(jfAfv,)  Neither  is  it  eafy  to  imagine  how  fiich  a  ctrwnant^ 
which  by  the  fell  of  Adam  had  nuerly  loft  all  its  promtfes,  pri* 
tri!ege$5  aiid  bleffings,  and  toidd  retain  nothing  but  the  cuHea 
|lnd  puniihments  annexed  to  it,  in  cafe  of  the  leaft  failufet 
0ald  poffibly  be  numbred  among  the  chief  privileges  in  which 
^od's  lijrael  gloried  \  as  it  apparently  was,  ^om.  ix.  4.  ^  Who 
¥  are  I&aelites;  to  whom  pertaineth  the  adoption,  andth<^ 
^  gkrjr,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and 
^  the  iervice  of  God,  and  the  promifes," 

-Thefe  things  confidercd,  whh  many  wore  {which  the  in- 
fended  brewty  of  this  difc<mrfe  will  not  now  a4n;iit)  I  am  fully 
fktisfied  of  the  falfity  of  your  pqfitiony  and  fo  may  yon  too, 
when  yott  (hall  review  the  many  gro6  and  palpabfe  ablurdities 
with  which  I  have  clogged  and  loaded  it,  with  many  more, 
regularly  aiiid  fairly  deducible  from  it ;  which  I  could  eafily 
^oducC)  did  I  ti<)t  fufpcdthefe  I  have  produced,  have  alre;idy 
preft  your  patience  a  little  too  far:  but  if  ever  I  (hall  fee  (which 
I  never  ezpe£k)  a  fair  and  fcriptural  folution  of  thefe  weighty 
Objedions,  you  may  exped  from  me  more  arguments  againn: 
your  unfound/g/?/io/2,  which,  at  the  preient,  I  judge  needlefs 
to  add. 

To  conclude :  Thcfe  frtmtfes  (as  before  I  noted)  can  never 
be  true,  from  whence  fuch,  and  fo  many  grofs  and  notorious 
^furdities  are  regularly  and  unavoidably  deducible.  For  ex 
virhnii  niji  verunty  frdm  true  premifes  nothing  but  truth  can 
jrcgulariy  follow. 

Had  you  minded  thofe  things  which  I  feafonably  ient  you, 
yoii  had  avoided  all  tbpfe  bogs  into  which  you  are  now  funk, 
ind  been  able  fairly  to  reconcile  all  thofe  fceming  contradifti- 
tm^i^T^VtepiJlks^  with  rcfpefk  to  the  law  at  Sinai:  But, 
itoweyer,  by  what  h^th  been  faid,  youiifirft  pofition,  That  the 
Sinai  covenant  is  the  Jam§^  covenant  of  works  with  Adam^s  in 
pafuMfey  vanifhes  before  the  evidence  of  fcripture,  truths  and 
fi)und  reafon. 

But  yet,  tho' what  I  have  faid  deftroys  your  falfc  pofition,  I 
am  not  willing  to  leave  you,  or  the  reader  ignorant,  wherein 
^he  truth  Hes  in  this  controverted  point  "betwixt  us;  and  that  will 
appear,  by  a  due  confideration  of  the  following  particulars. 

-(i.)  It  is  plain  and  uncontroverted,  that  Adam's  covenant  in 
^i^fi'i  comamtdjn  it  a  i^erfed  law  and  rule  of  natural  righ- 
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UmSai&f  founded  both  in  God's  nature,  and  in  inan's^  wlod^ 
iJi  its  per&fk  ftate  of  innocencyj  was  every  way  .enabled  fer^ 
teBtlj  to  comply  dierewith :  For  the  fcriptiire  tells  as,  EccL 
▼ii.  29.  ThztGml  made  man  upright ;  and»hispund:iial  com« 
plying  therewith,  was  the  righteoufneis  bywbich  he.ftood. 

(2«)  This  covenant  tf  works  being  once  broken,  can  never 
more  be  available  to  the  juffification  and  ialvation  of  any  fal* . 
len  man.  .  There  was  not  now  a  law  found  that  could  give 
righteoufiieis :  The  broken  covenant  rf  ivorks  loft  immediately 
all  the  bleffings  and  privileges  which  before  it  contained,  and 
vrtaiaed  only  the  Oirfe  and  punijbment  /  in  token  whereof,< 
cherubims^  with  flaming  fwords,  turning  every  way,  were  feC 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life,  .Gen.  iii.  24* 

(3.}  Soon  after  the  violation  of  the  covenant  rffu^ks^  God 
was  gracfoufly  pleafed  to  puUiih  for  the  relief  oi  ipankind, 
now  miferafaile  and  faopelefs,  the  fecund  c^venant^  which 
urire  cadi  the  covenant  tf  grace^  Gen.  iii*  1 5.  which  is  the  firft> 
opening  of  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  to  fallen  man*  And  tho*^ 
this  fiift  promife  of  Chrift  was  but  (hort  and  obfcure,  yet  it 
was  iu  every  age  to  be  opened  clearer  and  clearer,  undlthe 
promifed  feed  flaould  come*  After  the  firft  opening  of  this  new 
covenant,  in  Axe  fiift  prpmife  of  Chrift,  the  firft  covenant  is 
fliut  up  for  ever,  as  a  covenant  of  life  and  £dvation ;  and  all 
the  world  are  ihut  up  to  the  only  way  of  ialvation  by  Chrift^ 
Gal.  iii.  23.  It  being  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  that  twa 
ways  of  falvadon  ftibuld  ftand  open  to  man  at  once,  aqd  d)ey 
Ib^ppofite  <m6  to  another,  as  the  way  of  works,  and  the  way 
of  faith  are,  Adis  iv.  12.  Johnxiv.6.  GaJ.  ii.  21* 

(4.)  h,  is  evident,  however,  that  after  the  £rft  opening  of 
the  prtMnife  of  Chrift,  Gen.  iii.  i  ^.  God  forefeeing  the  pride 
of  fallen  man,  who  natiirally  inclines  to  a  ri^teoufnefe  of  his 
own  in  the  way  of  doing,  was  aleafed  to  revive  the>  law  of  na^ 
Cure,  as  to  its  matter,  in  the  oinai  difpeh^idoB ;  which  was. 
430  years  after  the  firft  promafe  had  been  renewed,  and  ftir- 
ther  opened  unto  Abraham,  of  whofe  feed  Chrift  (hould  come': 
And  this  he  did,  not  in  opposition  tp  the  promife,  but  in  fub- 
ferviency  thereto,  Gal.  iii.  21.  And  (jiough  the  matter  and 
fubftance  ctf  the  law  of  nature  be  found  in  the  Sinai  covenant^ 
ftri£Uy  taken  for  the  ten  commandments ;  yet'the  ends  and  in* 
tentioiis  of  God  in  that  terrible  Sinai  difpenfation  weretwo« 
fold  :  (i.)  To  convince  fallen  man  of  the  JtHfulne/s  and  impo^ 
tency  of  his  nature,  and  the  impofiibility  of  obtaining  righte* 
oofnefs  by  the  law,  and  fo  by  a  blefled  nece(rity,.to  ftiut  him* 
up  to  Chirift^  his  only  remedy.    And,  (2.}  To  be  a  fiandxi)^ 
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ttit  <tf  Autjf  botli  towards  God  and  man,  to  the  end  of  the 
wirf-ld.  But  if  we  talfe  the  Sinai  covenant  nior«  largely^  as  ia- 
dufive  of  the  ceremonial  with  the  morai  haw  (as  it  is  <rftea  taken» 
aild  i»  fo  bj  youy  in  the  New  Teftament })  then  it  did  not  onlf 
fenre  f/Cx  a  comriHion  of  impotencf)  and  a  rtde  of  duty ;  but 
exhibited  and  taught  much  of  Chrift,  and  the  myfteries  dl  xke. 
new  Covenant  in  thofe  its  ceremonieS)  wherein  he  was  prefix 
gored  to  them. 

(5.)  Whence  it  evidently  aj^ears^  that  the  Sinai  covenant 
was  neither  repu^ant  ta  the  nevj  covenant  in  its  fcope  and 
aim ;  **  The  law  is  not  againft  the  promife,"  Gal.  in.  2 1  •  nor 
yet  fet  up  as  co-ordinate  with  it,  with  a  defign  to  open  two  dif- 
ferent ways  of  (srlTation  to  fallen  man ;  but  was  added  to  the 
prcmiife  in  refpeft  of  its  evangetical  pnrpofes  and  defigns :  On 
which  account  it  is  called  by  fome  a  covenant  of  faith,  or  grace» 
hi  refpe£i  of  its  fubfenriency  unto  Chrift>  who  is  the  end  of  the 
law  for  right£ou&ids>  Rom*  x.  4.  and  by  others  a  fubfenrieht 
covenant,  according  taGal.  iii.  23,  24.  And  accordingly  we 
find  both  tables  of  the  law  put  into  the  ark,  Heb.  ix.  4.  which 
.  fliews  their  confiftcfhcy  and  fubordtnation  withr,  andtathe  me* 
thod  of  &Iyation  by  Chrtft  in  the  new  covenant. 
'  (6.)  This  defigh  and  intention  of  God  was  fatally  mtfbkai 
by  the  Jews,  ever  fince  God  promulged  that  law  at  Sinai,  and 
was  by  them  notoriottfly  perverted  to  a  quite  contrary  end  ta 
that  which  God  promulged  it  for^  even  to  give  righteoufnefs 
and  life,  in  the  way  of  perfonal  and  perfe^  obedience  ;  Rom« 
X.  3»  ^'  For  they  being  ignortnt  of  Go  J's  righteoufnefs,  and  go- 
<^  ing  about  to  eftablifii  their  own  righteoufinefs^  have  nOt  fub->^, 
<<  mitted  them&lres  ui^to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.''  Hence 
Cbrift  cametabe  fiighted  by  theiti,  and  big  righteoufnefs  re* 
jeified :  For  they  refted  in  the  law,  Rom.  ti.  17.  were  married 
to  the  law,  as  an  huiband,  Rom.  vii.  2,  3.  and  fb  might  have 
no  conjugal  ccHnmuttion  with  Chrift^  However,  Mofes,  Abra* 
bam,  and  all^he  elei^,  difcemed  Cbrift  as  tbe  end  of  die  lavr 
fo€  righteoufnefs,  and  were  led  to  him  thereby.     . 

(7.)'Thi8fatalmiflake  of  the  ufe  and  intent  of  the  law,  is 
the  ground  of  thofe  feeniing  contradictions,  in  Paul'f  epifUes. 
Sometimes  he  magnifies  the  law,  when  he  fpeaks  of  it  accord- 
ing to  God's  epd  and  purpofe  in  its  promulgation,  Rom.  vii* 
129  X  4,  16.  But  as  it  ^as  fatally  miftakenby  the  Jews,  and  fet 
in  oppoiition  to  Chrifl;  fo  he  thunders  agatnfl  it,  calls  it  si 
mintfiration. of  death  zrtA condemnation;  and  all  its  appendant 
ceremonies  weak  and  beggarly  elements*  Apd  by  this  diflinc^ 
liooj^rlKutfecrer  fectn^  lepugnantin  Paul's  epi^es^  may  be- 
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fwectty  reconciled  :  and  it  is  ^  diilinflioii  of  liis  own  Omkj^ 
1  Tim.  i.  8.  «  Wc  know  that  the  law  is  good^  if  we  ufe  it  kw 
Rom  X  'X  "  ^^^^y*'*  There  is  a  good  and  an  evil  ufe  ql 
Rom*  ii  17  ^^^  '^^^  ^^^  y^"  attended  to  th^e  things^ 
^'  you  had  not  fq  confidently  and  inconiidemely 
pronounced  it  a  pure  c$venant  tf  w^rAs^ 
,     IL  Pqfitkn. 

Secondly,  Tou  affirm  with  like  confidence,  TTkit  the  ctfve* 
nant  of  ctrcnmcifan  ix  alfo  th^  fanm  j  vi?;  ti^  cgvena^  ^ 
^nii^rks  made  with  /idatn.in  parddi/e*  v.^  '      .'    * 

This  I  utterly  deny  \  and  wUl  try  whether  you  haVe  aof 
better  fuccef;  in  the  proof  of  your  fecond,  than  yQu  had  in  your 
firil pofitign^  And  to  convince  you  of  your  mi(btke,  let  ^us  conf 
iider  what  the  general  nature  of  this  ordinance  of  circumf^nt 
was  i  yfhdt  its  ends  were  |.  and  then  prove,  That  it  cannot  be 
what  you  afitrm  it  to  be,  the  very  fame  covenant  God  made  with 
Ad^m  before  the  fall,  but  muft  needs  be  a  covenant  i^ grace* 

( 1 .)  Ciri^wHcifionf  in  its  general  nature,,  was^  ( i  *)  An  ^rdinanc^ 
oi  Gpd's  own  inftitution,  in  the  pj^h  year  of  Abraham's  age  $ 
at  which  time  of  its  inftitution,  God  renewed  ihe  covenant 
with  him.  Gen.  xvii.  9,  10..  \z.)  That  it  coniifte^*  (as  all  (a* 
cratnents  do)  of  an  external  figni  and  a  fpiritual  myftery  figni* 
fied  thereby.  The  external  part  of  it  (which  we  call  the  fign) 
waSi  the  cutting  off  the  fore-flcin  of  the  genital  part  of  the  He« 
brew  males,  on  the  eighth  day  from  their  birth.  The  fpiritua) 
myftcry  thereby  fignificd  and  reprefeiitedj  was  the  cutting  off 
the  filth  and  guilt  of  fin  from  their  fouls,  by  regeneration  and 
juftification,  called  "  the  cir^jumcifion  of  the  heart,"  Deut.  x* 
1 6.  And  though  this  was  laid  upon  them  by  the  commandi 
as  their  duty,  yet  a  gracious  promife  of  power  from  God  tq 
perform  that  duty,  was  added  to  th^  cooimand ;  Deut.  x%x^  6* 
(<  The  iiord  thy  God  will  circumcife  thy  heart  to  love  him,"  ixc* 
juft  5as  promifcs  of  grace  in  the  Nci^  Teftanxent  are  added  to 
coipmandsof  duty/  (3.)  Betwixt  this  vifible  outward  %Dt 
and  fpiritual  myftery,  there  wgs  a  facrammtal  r^ht'tom  froni 
which  relation  it  is  called  the  **  token  of  the  covenant,"  Gen. 
xvii.  \2.  "  The  figii  and  feal  of  the  covenant,"  Rom.  iv.  1 1« 
Yea,  « the  covenant  itfe^f,'^  Afts  vii.  8. 

(2.)  Next,  let  u^confidcr  the  ends  for  which  orftwri^ 
was  inftituM  and  ordained  of  God :  Of  which  tbefc  were  the 
principal. 

(r#)  It  was  inftituted  to  be  a  conviSive  ftgn  of  their  natu^ 
ral  corruption,  propagated  by  the  way  of  natural  generation  i 
I'gr  w)u^  reafon^  thi%  x^aftural  corruption  goe^  in  f«riptur9 


^iiAct  the  WBik^di  the  uicirduincifibn  ^f  the  heai^f  jfdr;  ii^ 

(2.)  Italfi)%iligedthe  puttijig  offof  tfaU  body  o£  fin,  kk 
the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death-,  GoL  &  i\, 

(3.)  It  was  appointisd  to  be  the  initiating  fign  of  the  coVe-^ 
iriam,  or  a  %oien  oif  their  matriaH^imij  a»d  admffioh  iiito 
ihechitrch  aiud  eoTehant  of  God,  Gen.  iVii.  9,  to,  1 1. 

(4.)  It  was  OrdaiHed  to  be  a  dlfcriminating  mark  Betwixlit 
God^s  covenaiated  peopk,  and  ttie  ("agaii  World,  who  wer<^ 
ftrangers  to  the  <3ovtnaiit,  aitd  without  God  id  the  world.  And 
iccotdingly  both  parties  were^  from  this  ordinance,  dehomi- 
Wed  the  ciitcttmeffion^  and  the  Undrcumcijim^  Col.  iii.  11.' 

(r»)  It  was  aUb  adobiigii^  fign  to  Abraham  and^his  feed,  to 
Walk  with  God  in  the  nprigntn^s  aAd  fincerity  of  thdt  hearts^ 
-\n  the  performailce  of  all  covenanted  duties ;  in  which  duties; 
Abrafaanij  and  the  faithful,  Walked  ob^dimtly  With  God,  looking 
to  Chrilt  fbr  righteoufneft  :  but  the  carnal  Jews  reftmg  in,  and . 
irufting  to  thofe  jiuties  and  ordiiiance^  for  irighteoumefs  and 
.juftification^  made  It  a  a»venaiit  of  works  tb  tb^mfdvei,  and 
^^cUmScifiotl  itfelf  a  bottd  of  that  v6rbenddt.   , 

(6.)  Nowi  foraihtoth  'iAmn^meifim  {irefigflred  'CKtift,Whd 

tvasto  ^ome  of  this  liotj  dreumcifed  feed  of  Abraham,  and  hit 

deatii  alfi>  Was  pointed  at  therein,  Heb.  ii.  16.  Col.  il.  11.  o£ 

tiecoflitf  this trrdinancemttft  vatiiih  atthe.dlbath  bfChrift;  and 

.accordingly  did  ib. 

Thefe  things  duly  pbhdetedy  how  irrat^mal  is  it  to  imagine! 
%Myc9veruAit  of  circumeijkn  to  be  'the  ver^  fame  with  the  pa-- 
^a^J^cal  ccvefianf  ?  Did  ih^icgi;endni  difcot<:r  hiitive  eorriipd- 
!»» :ind  dired  to  its  remedy  in  Chrift^  816  this  did?  Surely  tt 
^frariredot  the  leaft  glunpfe  of  any  tiath  ihing.  £)id  that  chvenarit 
^jfep^j^e  And  diftiitguifli  one-p«rfim  froin  another,  as  this  didf 
.No,  no;  it  left  all  under  tt{va^  and  conK>n  mifery,  Eph.  ii.  3^ 

Had  Adam^s  covenant  a  feal  of  therighteoufneft  of  faith  aft* 
iiexed  to  it,  as.ihb  had  ?  Eom.  iv.  11.  *^  He  rejc^^ved  circuni- 
^*  cifion,  a  (eal  of  the  righteouftie&  of  faith/'  The  righteouf- 
ile&  of  ^ith  IS  evangelical  nghteoufnefs  /  and  this  circumcifiori 
iealed.  Say  hot  it  was  to  Abraham  only  that  it  fealed  it  \.  ipt  ^ 
ic-isan  injurious  reftri^ion  pht  upon  the  feal  of  a  covenant^ 
which  exteiujed  tGxkGf(dhen%%  vtt\\  ti  to  Ablrabam,  Luke  tV 
72.  But  you  aidmit^  however,  that  it  fealed  evangelical  ngh- 
teolifaefs  to  Abtiiham  :  but  t  hoj^  you  will  hot  fay,  tbaf  a  feal. 
of  the  edvmant  itf  works  ever  did,  of  could,  feal  evahgelicaj 
Tighteoufiielsto^aa^  individnal  peribninthe  Wddd;    JSo  tbt^i 
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turn  which  way  you  will,  this  truth  ftill  follows  you,  and  wffl 
faftcn  upon  you,  that  the  covenant  of  circtmcijion  was  not  si 
,purc  covenant  of  works ^  but  a  g(f pel-covenant.    Which  I  thus 
prove: 

Argument  I. 

\i  circumcifion  be  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law^  and  the  ce^ 
remonial  law  was  dedicated  by  blood,  and  whatfoever  is  fo  de- 
dicated,  is  by  you  confefTed  to  be  no  part*  of  the  covenant  of 
ikforks :  then  circumcifion  is  no  part  of  the  covefuint  rf^vjorki^ 
even  by  your  own  confeflion.     But  it  is  ;  ergo^ 

That  it  is  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law^  was  never  doubted, 
or  denied  by  any  man  :  th^t  it  was  dedicated  by  blood,  and 
therefore  no  part  of  the  moral  law ^  you  yourfelf  not  only  ac- 
knowledge, but  Tebemently  plead  tor  it,  p.  148,  where  yoa 
Uame  Mr»  Sedgwick  with  fome  ibarpnefs,  and  unbecomin;^ 
refle£lton,  for  nuking  no  di(lin£bon  betwixt  the  ceremonial  co- 
venant ^  which  was  dedicated  by  blood,  and  the  law  written  ia 
tables  of  ftone ;  which  was  not  fo  dedicated,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  the  iame  with  the  moral  tawf  which  you  make  the  cor 
venant  ef  works  ;  telling  him,  that  this  dedication  by  \AooA, 
.  ought  to  diftinguiih  it  from  the  moral  law 3  or  Sinai  covenant 
of  works,  as  you  fay  it  doth,  and  ought  to  do ;  bow  then  can 
circumdfion  be  the  fame  with,  and  yet  quite  another  diing 
;from  the  Sinai  covenant  ?  Was  the  ceremonial  law  dedicated 
by  blood  ?  Tes,  the  apoftle  plainly  ailerts  it,from£xod.  xxiv.  7, 
Heb  ix  18  10  ^'  **Mofe8  took  thebookoftheeovenaiit,  and 
>  y*  c<  fgjid  it  in  the  audience  of  the  people^ 
^<  and  took  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  the  people,  and 
•<  faid.  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath 
^  made  with  you,  concerning  thefe  things."  But  What  kind  of 
covenant  then  was  this  covenant  that  was  fprinkled  with  blood  ? 
You  tell  us,  p.  147,  it  could  not  poffibly  be  theJaw  written  in 
ftones,  (which  you  make  ^t^  covenant  ^  works)  ^  but  was  in- 
deed another  covenant,  delivered  at  a  dtftind:  feafon,  and  in  H 
diftiiift  method.  What  covenant  then  muft  this  be,  feeing  it 
could  not  pofTibly  (as  you  fay)  be  the  Sinai  covenant  written  in 
ftones  ?  It  muft  either  be  the  covenant  of  grace  ^  or  none.  No, 
fay  you,  that  it  was  not,  neither  ;  for  it  was  of  the  fame  nar 
ture  with,  and  is  no  other  than  a  covenant  qfworksy  p.  151. 
It  was  the  fame,  and  yet  could  not  poffibly  be  the  fame. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  that  learned  and  grave  divii^,  is  checked,^. 
:  149,.  for  confounding  the  ceremonial  law  that  was  fprinkled 
wkh  blood,  with  the  moral  latv  (which  you  call  the  covenant  tf 
worts)  that  was  not  fprinkjied  with  blood i»  and  fay  you>  p. 
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147,  It  could  noipoffibly  be  the  fame.  And  then,  ^.  I J  W  you 
Ikji  It  is  clearj  ihefe  fwoy  viz.  the  moral  and  ceremonial  lawj^ 
^ere  both  of  the  fame  nature;  that  is^  no  other  than  a  covenant 
«f  works.  How  doth  this  hang  together  ?  Pray  reconcile  it» 
tf  you  can.  You  fay,  It  is  an  ungrounded fuppofition  of  Mr. 
Sedjgwick's,  that  that  covenant  which  ivasfo  confirmed  by  bloody 
^*^ifi  of  necefjity  he  confirmed  by  the  blood  ofChrtfl  alfo ;  p.  1 48. 
i  But,  fir,  the  truth  you  oppofe,  viz.  That  the  book  of  the  cere- 
monial  law  was  fpnnkled  by  typical  blood,  and  therefore  confir- 
med by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  the  time  it  was  to  continue, 
fliines  like  a  bright  fun-beam  in  your  own  eyes,  from  Heb.  ix.  1 4» 
23.  Was  not  the  Wood  that  fprinkled  this  law,  the  figure  ortype 
of  Chrift*s  own  blood  ?  Whefe  blood  was  it  then,  if  not  Chrift's  ? 
'  How  darcyou  call  this  an  ungrounded  fuppofition?  Was  not  that 
blood  typical  blood  ?  And  what,  I  pray  you,  was  the  antitype^ 
,  but  Chrift*s  blood  ?  And  did  not  the  holy  Ghoft  fignify  the  one 
hj  the  other?  Heb.  ix.  8.  1  fland  amazed  at  dbefe  things! 
Tou  diftinguiih,  and  confound  all  again.  You  fay,  it  could 
tiot  poffibly  be  the  fame  with  the  law  written  in  flone :  and 
you  fay,  it  is  clear  both  were  of  the  fame  nature,  no  other  than 
2  covenant  of  works.  At  this  rate  you  may  fsf  what  you  pleafe; 
Hot  I  fee  confradiHion  is  no  crime  in  your  book. 

Argument  IL 
•  If  circumcifion  was  the  feal  of  the  rightcoufiicfe  of  faith,  it 
-did  not  pertain  to  the  covenant  of  works :  for  the  righteoufnefs 
<3i  faith  and  tx/or^x  are  opppfite^  and  belong  co  two  contrary 
covenants. 

Bi^  circumcifwn  was  the  feal  df  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith; 
Roni.  iv.  11.  "He  (1.  e.  Abraham)  received  the  fign  of  cir- 
*^  cumcifion,  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith."  Therefore 
it  pertains  not  to  the  covenant  ofworks^  but  grcte* 

A  man  would  think  it  impofliblc  to  evade  fo  clear  and  fcrip- 
tund  an   argument  as  'this  is.     The  i«{;V  prepofition  is  even 
felf-evident  and  undeniable ;  the  mincr^  the  plain  words  of  the . 
apqftle. 

A^d  what  is  your  reply  to  this  }  Certainly  as  ftrange  a  one  as 

ever  I  met  with;  p^  105.  you  fay,  //  is  tnie^  circumcifion  was  a 

Jealafthe  righteoufnefs  of  faith  tv  Abraham  ;  but  it  was  fo  f« 

iim  only  in  his  extraordinary  circumflances  ;   hut  it  ^was  not  fo 

'  to  any  of  his  natural  feed  in  its  ordinary  ufe. 

I  cannot  deny  but  I  have  met  with  fuch  an  aflertion  before 
ffl  Mr.  Tombes  \  and  I  can  tell  you  too,  that  Bellarmine  invent- 
ed it  befcrc  Bfc^Tombes  was  born,  apd  that  Dr*  Ames  fully  , 
'  /-  '  A  a  2   •       •  ..  -^        /■'-'.- 
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confuted  it  in  his  third  tome  p.  27.  proving^  that  tbcfc  ipK|| 
no  extraordinary  caufe  on  Abr^am's  account,  why  God  ^u>ui4 
|uftify  or  feal  him  more  than  any  other  believer  5  and  that  At 
braham  had  nothing  to  glpry  in  teforc  Gpd,  ?u|:  lo.  reftr4i% 
^  you  doj  the  public  feal  of  a  covenant,  that  comprebeiHjedS 
and  equally  concerned  the  whole  (:hurch  znApeppk  of  God,  tO^, 
dne  fingle  perfon  ;  fo  that  neither  Ifaac  nor  Jacob,  wba  were, 
$y  nairie  eriroHied  in  that  great  charter,  (hould  ha.^e  znj  rigb^ 
to  the  feal  of  it,  is  fuch  a  ponceit  as  amazes  ain  inteUig^itt  tt^ 
der*  *^.cki^pw  Abraham  was  the  firft  that  received  it)  l^ut  utter- 
ly deny  that  he  received  it  only  for  himfelf  5^  but  l\€  rec^ive^  % 
as  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  whether  Jfews  or  Gef)HtileSj|. 
ds  the  very  next  words  tell  us,  *^  He  received  tjtj  that  he  nn^ 
f*  be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe  ;"  that  i§,  few-  Urn^l^ 
and  all  his  fpjritual  children.  One  half  of  this  ftci:ai»ent  of  «>•• 
cumcifion  you  allow,  p,  205.  to  the  reft  that  were  under  it, 
viz.  to  be  aj^gn  of  the  covenant  ,•  but  the  otheit  half  you  cut 
off,  and  fay,  it  wa^  only  ayJ'.i/ to  him.  What  good  youchetJi 
have  you  for  this  expofition  of  the  text  ?  Have  you  the  co«i' 
currcnce  oi orthodox  expofitors  ?  Or  is  it  the  rafli  and  bold  ad- 
venture of  your  oV^n  head  I  1  ani  fure  it  no  ways  agjrees  with, 
the  drift  and  fcqpe  of  the  Apcftle's  argum^tj  whi^gh  ^vjdetid)t 
ifs  to  prove,  thdt  bbth  tewi  and  Qentiles  are  juuified  by  faith, 
as  Abraham  was ;  atia  that  the  ground  of  juftiiScafioii  and bicf* 
fedne^fs  is:  common  botlt  to  the  uncircupAtifed  Gentil^^  am<^ 
circumcifed  Jews  ;  and  that  Abraham  and  all -other  beHevei% 
have  ^  but  one  way  of  juOificatibh,  and  falvati6n,  a^id  that  how' 
great  foever  Abraham  Was,  in  this  csde  he  hath  found  nothipg^ 
whereof  tp  glory,  ver.  i,  a.  ^nd  is  pot  yoiir  expofitioaca  no-' 
table  o!n?Ji  to  prdve^the  cominunity  of  the  privitege  of  jufttfi^- 
tion,  becaufe  the  feat  of*  it  was  peculiar  to  Abr^am  alone ?^ 
B^ftify  it,  and  better  cOnfidcr  it.  •"  '  ^ 

;'■  *      "■  ^*^  '  ""  ;■•  '  '  \Argvmm,  HI 

In  the  covenant  of  circuiiicifioti.  Gen.  xvii,  God.  n}ake!&  over 
himfelf  to  Afcriham  aiid  his  feed  to  be  their  God,  or  give  them! 
y.fpecial'intereft  in  himfelf.    '  *'     '/      ' 

^  But  \%  t'Ke  c^vehdni  of  vjofkf^  God  doth  not^  finite  the  f^ 
make  over  himfelf  tjpi  any;  to  be  their  God  by  vray,of  ^;)ecialin-' 
.tfereft. '  ^^^  '■      ■    '  '■•■       -•    ;    ■     ."  '       \" 

'  T%er^{oTe  the  covenant^  cireumcijSk^  cannot  be  the  cnf^^ 
nant  of  v^prks.    '  ''   ' '"    '''"'  "   .'      ;    '   "•'    */ 

This  is  ib  plain  and  clear,  that  non^  can  doubt  or  deny  it» 
that  underftands  the  nature  of  the  two-cdvenaats.  Jixid,  iPQi»S 
6k  what  cpurie  do  you t^ke  tp  ayo^  this  argument?  Such  ^ 
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fW&peaaiMiiniA  that  ever  I  met  with  touk  before  pu»  and 
^ttifrtbisf  you  boldly  eut  Abraham's  corenanti  Gen.  zvii.  in* 
it>  two  poTiSy  and  nake  the  firft  to  be  the  pare  covenant  oS 
grace,  which  is  the  proniiffory  part,  to  the  ninti  ver/f  /  and  tbd 
hffiifuktim  (a«  you  call  it,  />,  205.)  10  be  as  pure  a  covenantor 
works.  What  bard  fhift  wUl  feme  men  make  to  maintain  their 
c^aioii  I  Yofu  iay  truly»/>«  205,  that  at  the  feventh  and  eighth 
verfes  was  their  reftipulation  :  why  then  do  you  (zj^  p.  224^ 
tint  at  v^r.  the  jth  he  proceeds  to  fpeak  of  another  coven^infi 
than  wbal;  he  b««d  been  fpeaking  of  before  i  Does  the  promife 
and  the  reftipulation  make  two  coven  mis  \  or  are  they  juft  and 
neceflany  parts  of  one  and  the  feme  co^knant  ?  You  alfo  ^cell: 
us»  diat.tbe  cfjvenant^  (Sen.  x^vii.  i,  a,  31  4.  was  a  {Ja|n  tran« 
Script  o£fctesal  free  prqmifes  of  the  gofpel  under  the  denomina* 
taon  o{  a  €9v^nt.  But  why  then  don't  you  take  the  reftipu- 
hsion,  v/r.  798,9)  ip.  lobe  a  part  of  it?  Ono;  there  .i» 
fomething  required  on  Abraham's  and  his  pofterity's  part; 
tfaey  maR,  be  circumi^  and  that  fpbils  all.  Why  but,  fir,  if 
tlie  rcqiKring  of  eirctmci/kn  alters  die  cafe  fo  greatly,  as  ta 
noke  it  a  quite  contrary  c^pemuiS  ;  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
in  the  covinant  to  Abraban,  be  Inmielf  was  firft  required  to  be* 
tirxwnctfed?  Why,  ikia  is  thereafon;  b^reisfomewfaat  re« 
guired  on  tbeir  part  as  a  cowiitkn  i  and  x  condition  quite  altera-' 
tbe  nature  of  the  eovemmt^  Vtxj  well  \  but  tell  me  then  why 
you  £iy»  f,  223,  uiid  in  many  other  places,  that  the  covenmt^ 
made  with  Abraham,  in  Gen.  &ii«  was  a  gofpd  covenmc  i  and 
yet  there  Abraham  is  obliged  to  walk  betore  God,  and  be  per-* 
h&  2  Does-not  that  alio  there  alter  the  nature  of  the  covenant^ 
as  weUaa  here  in  the/rvfxi/«m'Mchapter  ?  You  alfo  grant,  the  re* 
vfnatit  made  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xxii.  was  a  purtge/pet-cove-' 
Jjant ;  or  if  you  deny  it,  the  apoftle  proves  it,  Heb.  vi.  1 3.  And 
yet  there  is  more  appearance  of  refpe£t  to  Abraham's  obedience' 
in  that  covenant^  than  is^  in  fubmittine  to  linutmi^cn :  fee 
Gen.  xxii.  16,  ry.  "  By  myfclf  have  I  Iworn,  iaith  thie  Lord ; 
^f'  for  becauie  thou  haft  done  this  thing,  ire.  That  in  bleffin^, 
«*  I  will  blefs  thee ;  and  in  multiplying,  I  will  multiply  thee." 
I  w9l  trouble  you,  on  this  head,  but  with  one  query  more :  if 
tbe  four  firft  verfb  of  the  xvii.  of  Genefis  contain  s  pure 
gofpel-covenant,  as  you  fay,  and  the  reftipulation  in  the  fol* 
[mowing  verfi^  make  a  covenant  of  works,  becaufe  it  thereby 
becomes  conditional;  then  tell  me,  if  you  pleiife,  whether 
4diat  God  gracioufly  granted  td.  Abraham  iii  t^e  former  verfes 
1^  jiQt  all  nulled^  and  made  void  again  by  their  reftipulation  f 
ppcs-BOt  tbk  km  ba(r#  I  Here  you  ba^iro  brought  Ah^ali^ 
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Ifaact  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  believers  of  Abraham's  race,  jnft 
into  the  fame  cafe  you  brought  Mofes  and  all  the  Israelites? 
before,  under  two  oppofite  covenants,  where  one  cuts  off  all; 
that  the  other  granted. 

But  there  is  a  ftronger  reafon  urged  than  the  condiihnality 
of  the  covenant,  to  prove  it  a  covenant  of  works  ;  and  that  is, 
drcumcijjon  is  made  the  condition  of  Abraham^s  covenant  ;  and 
that  is  the  woril  of  all  conditions ^  for  it  obliges  a  man  to  keep 
the  whole  law.  Gal.  v.  3.  it  is  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  to 
whatfoeyer  coven;int  it  be  fo  annexed,  it  makes  it  become  a 
bondage  legal  covenant.  "  If  we  be  circumcifed,  Chrift  ihall 
**  profit  us  nothing.*'  Thus  it  was  in  the  covenant.  Gen.  xvii. 

Great  ufe  is^madeof  this  in  many  parts  of  your  difcourfe. 
But,  fir,  you  are  greatly  miftaken  in  applying  tbefe  texts  to 
the  purpofes  you  do ;  for  the  apoftle  all  along  in  that  epiftle 
to  the  Galatians,  argues  againft  the  falfe  teachers,  who  taught 
and  preflTed  the  neceflity  of  circumcifion,  as  a  bond  obliging 
them  to  the  &xi&.  and  perfeft  obedience  of  the  law,  in  order., 
,  to  their  juftificat ion  thereby,  or  at  le^tft  to  join  it  with/ the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  a  ton^caufe  of  jtiftijicaticn  ;  fee 
Gal.  it.  4,  5.  and  iii.  i.  Now  againft  this*  abufe  of  circum- 
cifion  it  is  that  the  apoftle  argiies  thus,  and  tells  them, 
that  in  fubmitting  to  it  on  that  account,  they  made  the  death 
of  Chrift  of  no  efteft,  and  obliged  themfelves  by  it  to  the  whole 
law ;  for  circumtifion  did  riot  fimply  and  abfolutely,  in  the 
nature  of  the  work  or  a^^son,  oblige  men  to  the  whole  law  in 
the  way  of  juftification  by  it,  but  it  did  fo  from  tbe  intention 
xof  the  worker,  and  the  fuppoCtion  of  fuch  an  opinion  of  it, 
and  defign  in  it,  for  in  itfelf,  and  with  refped  to  God*s  de- 
fign  inthe  inftitution  of  it ;  it  was  to  be  a  feal  of  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  faith,  Rom.  iv.  11.  and  fb  it  was  an  excellent, 
ufeful,  inftruftive  ordinance  to  all  believer^  as  long  as  the 
ceremonial  law  ftood  ;  and  even  when  It  was  expiring,  as  the 
gpfpel  began  to  open  more  and  more  clearly,  there  was  yet 
fpme  kind  of  toleration  of  it  to  fuch  as  were  born  of  Jewifli 
parents :  Thus  Paul  himfelf  circumcifed  Timothy,  his  mother 
being  a  Jewefs,  Afts  xvi.  i,  ^.  but  Titus,  beingaGredc, 
was  not  circumcifed,  and  that  becaufe  of  thefe  falfe  teachers, 
that  would  make  an  ill  ufe  of  that  their  liberty^  Gal.  ii.  3,  4, 
This  Paul  could  never  haVe  done,  in  cafe  circumcifion,  in  the 
nature  of  the  ad,  had  bound  Timothy  to  keep  the  law  for  ju- 
ftification. By  which  it  appears,  that  the  aftion  in  its  ow|| 
nature  did  not  oblige  to  the  keeping  of  the  whole  law,  but 
from  the  intention  o^ the  agents  and  t^etefoxe^  as  the  apofUe. 
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Ttgtitly  argties,  if  a  man  be  circumcifed  with  a  defign  to  be  ju* 
ftified  by  it,  he  would  thereby  bind  himfelf  to  the  whole  law, 
and  firuftrate  the  death  of  Chrift  to  himfelf ;  but  it  was  now  to 
liave  its  funeral  with  all  other  parts  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
which  vaniflied,  and  were  accompliflied  in  the  death  of  ChriA; 
and  it  falling  out  that  fuch  a  vile  ufe  was  made  of  it  at  that 
time,  the  apoftle  thus  thunders  againft  it  Had  this  been  ob- 
ferved,  as  ^fo  the  like  abufe  of  the  moral  kwf  you  >yould  have 
Icnownhow  to  have  reconciled  the  zpoMe^s  encomhons  of  them 
both,  with  bis  (harp  inveftiyes  againft  the  one  and  the  other. 
But  being  ignorant  of  thefe  two  great  and  neceflary  diftin&i^ 
OBS  of  the  law,  according  to  God's  intention  in  the  promul- 
gation of  it  at  Sinai,  and  the  carnal  Jews  y^;i/2r  of  it,  as  a  pure 
covenant  of  works^  againft  which  the  apoftle  fo  fliarply  in- 
reighs  in  the  places  by  you  cited,  all  your  23  arguments  from 
page  183,  to  page  187,  fall  to  the  ground  at  one  ftroke ;  your 
-mekius  terminus  \k2ivmg  one  fenfe  in  your  major  propofition^  and 
another  in  your  minor ;  and  fo  every  argument  hath  four  terms 
in  it,  as  will  eafily  be  evinced  by  the  particular  coniideration 
of  the  refpe^iive  places  from  whence  you  draw  them. 

So  in  Uke  manner,  in  your  arguing  here  againft  circumciji* 
fn,  as  a  bond  to  Iceep  the  whole  law,  and  as  fuch  vacating 
the  death  of  Chrift,  is  a  ftumble  at  the  fame  ftone,  not  diftin* 
guiihing  as  you  ought  to  have  done,  betwixt  an  obligation  a- 
fifing  out  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  out  of  the  end  and 
intention  of  the  workers ;  and  this  every  learned  and  judicious 
eye  will  eafily  difc^m.  But  we  proceed  to 
Argument  IV. 
That  which  in  its  direft  and  primary  end  teacheth  man  the 
eorruption  of  his  nature  by  fin,  and  the  mortification  of  fin  by 
the  Spirit  0i  Chrift,  cannot  be  a  condition  of  the  covenant  of 
'works  \  but  fo  did  circumcifion  in  the  very  direA  and  primary 
end  of  it. 

This .  ordinance  fuppofeth  the  fall  of  man,  points  to  the 
:  means  and  mftruments  of  his  fin  and  mifery,  and  alfo  to  the 
I  remedy  thereof  by  Chrift  :  (i.)  \t£\n^t$o}iti\\2,t  genital  part 
[."by  which  original  fin  was  propagated,  Gen.  viu  lu  Pfal.  li. 
•1.  To  this  the  fign  of  the  covenant  is  applied  in  circumcifion^ 
|br  the  remiflion  of  fins  paft,  and  the  extirpation  of  fin  for  ttie 
futnre.     (2.)  Therefore  it  was  inftitutcd  of  God,  that  men 
might  fee  both  the  neceflity  and  true  way  of  mortifying  their 
lufts,  jn  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death  and  refurre£tion,   where- 
of baptifm,  that  fucceeds  it,  is  a  fign  now,  as  circumcifieft 
theni  as  is  plain  froin  Col.  ii.  1X9  X2.  ^In  whom  al- 
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^*  fo  yc  are  circumcifed  vrith  the  circumcifion  made  wit^Mlt 
*<  hands,  in  putting  off  the  hoAj  of  the  fins  of  the  fleih  by  tke 
**  circumcifion  of  Chrifti  buried  with  him  in  baptifm,  whcrt-, 
^*  in  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him,  through  the  faith  of  ^he  ope^ 
^  ration  cm  God,  who  raifed  him  from  the  dead."  It  is  clear 
.  then  that  cirdUmcifion  direded  men  to  the  death  and  refurrec^ 
tion  of  Chrift,  as  the  true  and  only  means  of  mordfying  thttr 
lufts ;  and  if  it  did  fo,  fiire  it  was  not  the  covenant  ofijaorksy  for 
that  gives  fallen  man  nobifitof  a  remedy.  ^3.)  It  was  alfo  a 
di/triminatingjign  or  token^  betwixt  the  church  and  the  w^rld: 
God's  people,  and  the  heathens,  who  were  accordingly  iieno* 
ininated  from  it,  the  ciri  umcifion  2ind  the  uncireunicijion^  the 
h'jfy  feed  and  the  Gentiles ;  and  now  under  the  New  Tefta^ 
ment,the  children  of  Abraham  by  faith,  and  the  children  of  the 
flejb:  This  alfo  fliews  it  cannot  be  the  covenant  of  lUorks  t  foi 
in  that  covenant  all  are  equally  and  alike  concluded  under  fin 
and  mifery,  Eph.  ii.  3.  and  there  is  no  di^erence  inade  by  th^ 
covenant  betwixt  perfon  and  perfon,  (late  arid  ftate* 

If  this  be  not  enough  to  evince,  that  the  covenant  of  circiim-> 
cifioh  is  a  covenant  cfgrdce^  I  promife  you  many  more  argi^: 
snents  to  prove  it,  as  foon  as  I  (hall  nnd  thefo  refuted,  and 
your  contrary  aflertipn  well  difcharged  from  the  grofs  abfuf- 
dities  with  which  it  is  clogged  atid  loaded.  Yoii  fee  tow  ge^ 
nuinej  natural,  and  congruous  to  foripture  the  notion  of  it  a^ 
'a  covenant  of  grace  is,  and  all  the  world  may  fee  how  har(b» 
alien,  and  repugnant  to  foripture  your  notion  of  drcunocifioiH  ' 
as  a  covenant  of  works^  is.  Tou  foe  into  what  bogs  you  are 
again  driven  in  defence  of  your  opinion :  Exemp.  gra. 

That  circumcifion  19  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law^  which, 
was  dedicated  with  blood,  and  therefore  could  be  no  part  of   ; 
the  moral  law  or  ten  commandments^  which  was  (fayyou}tbc^    ; 
covenant  of  works ;  and  yet  that  it  is  of  the  fame  nature,  and 
that  it  is  clear  it  is  no  other  than  z  covenant  rf  words':  do  noj^   j 
*you  there  didinguifii  and  confound  all  again,  blame  and  cfacclft 
Mr.  Sedgwick  without  caufc^  and  commit  a  greater  abfurditf 
prefently  than  you  charged  him  with  ?  Do  not  yoii  queftiot| 
whether  that  covenant  Was  typically  foaled  b^  Chrift's  blood?   \ 
Pray,  fir,  confider  wh^re-ever  God  commands^  typical  blood  tsr  .: 
be  applied,  it  relates  to  Chrift^s  blood  fpirituaUy  applied,  oi  ^ 
to  nothing.  : 

Are  not  you  forced,  in  defence  of  your  erroneous  thefU^  \ 
to  fay  with  Bellarmirie,  That  circumcifion  was  extraordinary 
!n  its'inftitutfon,  and  applied  as  a  foal  to  rioite  but  Abrakani 
}iimfdf  ?  It  excluded  ev6n  Ifaac,  the  type  of  Ghrift>  alid  Jaoo^ 
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t  'pi^t  irilh  God.     O  what  will  not  mieu  Tcntute  Bpon  in 
ddencc  of  their  darling  opinions ! 

Are  you  not  forced,  for  pur  fecurity  from  the  danger  of  the 
^fk^  argumenfi  to  cut  one  of  the  fame  covenants  made  with 
Abraham  juft  in  two,  -  and  of  the  pure  promiflbry  part  to  make 
a  covenant  ^ grace ;  and  of  the  other  part,  which  you  your- 
ifeifcall  ^  rtjtipulatlmy  to  make  another  quite' oppofite  cove- 
nant ?  Do  fiot  you  magnify  the  bounty  and  grace  of  God  to 
Abraham  in  the  firft  four  verfes,  and  then  deftroy  it  all,  by 
putdng  him  at  once  under  a  contrary  covenant,  aiid  fo  cut  of 
all  capacity  to  enjoy  one  of  thofe  mercies  } 

Do  not  you  make  circumcijmn^  in  its  own  nature,  without 
refpe^  to  the  intention  of  the  perfon,  an  obligation  to  the 
whole  law,  and  that  ^hich  fruftrates  the  death  of  Chrift,  an4 
yetmtA  grant,  that  Paul  himfdf  took  Timothy,  and  circum- 
•Icifed  liim,  and  yet  thereby  brought  him  under  no  fuch  dan«* 
^  geroosobligation  to  thelaw?  In  a  word, 

Tott  rejea  all  thofe  covenants  as  IcgaT,  that  have  any  condi« 
^otis  in  them,  or  refped  to  any  thiilg  that  is  to  be  done  by  u<> 
and  allow  Gen.  xii.  and  Gen.  xxii.  to  be  wrcgqfpel  covenanti 
^ grace  $  and  yet  iti  the  firft,  Abraham  is  bound  to  <<  walk  be-* 
^<  fore  God  and  be  perfect  }'^  and  in  the  other  God  faith> 
^  For  becaufe  thou' haft  done  this  thing,  furely  UeiBng  I  will 
«  Lkfc  tbee.'^ 

And  fo  much  for  Abraham's  covenant. 

in«  P/theconditionaKty  ^  tbenewcdvenard. 
Come  we  next  to  confider  that  opinion  of  youts,  which  led 
you  into  thefe  other  grols  miftakes  and  abfurdtties,  and  that  1^ 
thU,  chat  the  covenant  of  grace  is  abfolute;  and  whatever  co- 
venant is  not  fi>,  but  hath  any  condition  upon  our  part,  mnft 
s^eds  for  that  reafon  be  a  covenant  of  works.    See  pag.  229. 
It   is  obfervable  (&y  you)    that  as  the  covenants  mentionett 
Gen*,  ii*  Exod.  xx.  ^c.  were  alt  conditional^  and  therefore  U* 
gal  covenants  f  requiring  Jiri6l  andfetfe^l  obedience^  as  the  con- 
^isn  fropoundedt  in  order  to  the  enjoyment  efthe  mercies  con^* 
twined  in  them^  which  are  all  therefore  done  away  in  Chrifi ;  fa 
an  the  other  hapdwefecy  that  the  covenant  ofGodmade  with  Abra* 
ham^  Gen.  xii.  1,  3.  and  Gen.  xvii.  2,  3.  ^n^Gen.  xxii.  i<$, 
17,  1%.  was  wholly  free  and  abfAutff  and  therefore  purely  evaU" 
gekcalf  ifc.    We  w91  review  thefe  things  anon,  and  fee  if  you 
tmiy  reprefent  the  mattery  |)ut  in  order  to  it,  let  me  tell  you^ 
rirfif  Wha;t  we  mean  by  a  gofoel- condition. 
Se^amSy*  Prove  that  thgte  are  fuch  in  the  gofpel-covenaat 

vql.  vhi.  .  pb  ..r\ 
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Thirdly i  Shew  you  the  abfurdity  of  your  opinion  againil  iV 
(i.)  What  we  mean  by  2l  condition  in  the  gofpel-covenanl. 
By  a  condition  of  the  covenant,  \«c  do  not  mean- in  the  ftfid- 
elt  rigid  fenfe  of  \he  word,  fuch  arcftipWation  to  God  from 
man  of  pcrfedl  obedience  in  his  own  perfon,  at  all  times,  foas 
the  leafl  failure  therein  forfeits   all  the  mercies  of  the  cove- 
tianjt ;  that  is  rather  the  condition  of  Adam's  covenant  of  worksy 
than  of  the  evangelical  covenant :  nor  do  we  aflert  any  merl- 
toriaus  conditimy  that  in  t'he  nature  of  an  impuliive'caule  fhail 
bring,  man  into  the  covenant  and  its  privileges^;  or. continue  him 
in  when  brought  in.     This  Ive  renounce  as  well  as  you  :  but 
eur  queflion  is  about  fucK   a  condition  as  is^  neither  in  the 
nature  of  it  an  a£l  perfeft  in  every  degreet  nor  meritorious  in 
the  leaft  of  the  benefit  conferred,  nor  yet  done  in  our  own 
ftrength.     But  plainly  and  briefly,  our  queflion  is,  Whither 
there  be  notfomething  as  an  afl  refuired  of  ttf  ki  point  tf  duty ^ 
t4>  a  bleffing  confeqtient  by.  mrttte  oj:  a  promife  ?  Such  a  tbii^j 
whatever  it  be,  hath  the  nature  of  a  condition,,  iuafmuch  as 
it  is  antecedent  to  the  benefit  of  the  promife  \,  and  the  mercy 
or    benefit   granted,    is  fufpended  until    it    be  performed. 
The  queftion  is  not,  whether  tKerq  be  any  iatrinfical  wortI\ 
or  value  in  the  thing  fo  required,  to  oblige  the  difpofer  to 
make  or  perform  th«  grant  or  promife,  bu|  merely  that  i& 
be  antecedent  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  \  and  that  th^ 
difpofer  of  the  benefit  do  fufpchd  the  benefit  until  it  be  per- 
formed ?  Thus^  aw  a£l  or  duty  of  ours,  which  hath   nothing 
it  all  of  mecit  in  it,,  or  anfwqrable  value  to  the  benefit  it  re- 
lates \o^  may  be  in  a  proper  fenfe  d  coJidition  of  the  faid  bene* 
fit.     "  For  what  is  a  condition  in  the  true  notion  of  it,  but* 
**  *  the  fufpenfion   of  a  grant    until  fomething  i^ture    be* 
**  doHe  ?"     "  Or,  f,  as  others  to  the  fame  purpofe.  The  adding. 
«  of  words  to  a  grant,  for  the  future,  of  a  fufpending  quality^ 
•*  according  to  which  the  difpofer  will  have  the  benefit  hcd^f- 
**  pofeth   to  be  regulated  ?,'V  This    properly  is  a    conditiony 
though  there  be  nothing, of  equivalent  value  or  merit  in  the., 
thing  required.     And  fuch  your  brethren,  in  their  narra^ve,' 
fog.  14..  do  acknowledge  faith  to  be,  yrhen  they  affert  nonc- 
c;an  be  a£lually  reconciled,  juftified,  or  adopted,  tilt  they  are. 
rcsilly  implanted  into  Jefus  Ch rift  by  faith  ;  andfo,.by  virtue 
©f 'this  their  union, with  him,  have  thefe  fundamental  benefits- 

"^  ^Conditio  eft  Jvfpenfio  alscujus  difpofttionis^  tantij^er  dufir 
^liquid  Jut urtivi  fiat      Navarr^nchirid.  482* 

t  EJl  verhoru  w  efdjeHio  in  futu  rufn  fufjpendetttiufUi  fscundunk 
^u^md'ij^97i,cm  vuti  difj>oJitwm-reguUi^i^.  •  -'-       «*  »  • 
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na&ualiy  conveyed  linto  them  ;  which  contains  the  proper  ncH 
^6n  of  the  condition  we  contend  for. 

And  fuch  a  condition  offahation  we  zikft  faith  to  be  in  the 
tiew  coTeiiarit  grant ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  grant  of  falvation  by 
Cod  in  the  gofpcl-CQvcnant  is  fufpended  from  all  men,  till  they 
believe,  and  is  due  by  promife,  not  merit,  to  them  as  foon,  as  . 
ft6y  do  truly  believe/  The  notes  or  figns  of  a  condition  giv- 
en oy  civilians  J  01  mora^fls^  are  fuch  as  thcfe,  Ify  if  not  y  un^ 
lefs^  but  ify  except^  only^  and  the  like.  When  thefe  are  ad- 
ded in  tKe  promijfe  of  a  bleffing  or  benefit  for  the  future,  they 
make  that  promife  conditional  i  and  '^ont  grammar  (according 
to  whieh  you  muft  fpeak,  if  you,fpcak  properly  and  ftriftly) 
will  tell  you,  that  Siyjin^  modo,  dumy  dummodoy  arc  all  condition- 
al paiticlea  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  thefe  conditional  particles 
are  frequently  triferted  in  the  grants  of  the  bleffmgs  and  pri- 
vileges t>f  Ac  New  Teftament.  As  for  example-,  Mark  ix. 
23.  «&»'««'«<  w*r«/c-«M,  ***  If  thoii  ca«ft  believe.^*  ASs  viii.  37. 
H  irtTiv^^  i|  »xiif  Till  tuf^M<,  '^<If  thou  believed  with  thy  whc^je 
"  he^rt,  thoii  mayeft,"  e^c.  Rom.  x.  9.  •t«  lay,  <*  That  if 
*<  thou  (halt  confefs  with  thy  mouth,  and  believe  with  thy 
*«  hearty  <Src.  thou  (halt  be  faved."  Matth.  xviii*  3.  «*r  ^h, 
'*  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye 
'  **  fhall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Mark  v.  36. 
^w,  «« Only  betievc.**  Mark  xi.  26.  -^  U  »;c,  •«  But  if  ye 
^*  forgive  not,"  6^*  with  multitudes  more,  which  are  all  con- 
ditional particles  inferted  in  the  grant's  of  benefits. 

(2.)  Harvkig  flicwn  you  what  the  nature  of  a  condition  is,  I 
flvs^l,  I  hope,  make  it  plain  to  you,  that  faith  is  fuch  a  conditio 
en  in  the  gofpel-grant  of  our  falvation  ;  lor  we  find  the  benefit 
•fufpended  till  this  aft  of  faith  be  performed ;  Johii  iii.  36. 
•*  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlaftinj^  hYe-^  and  he 
"  that  believeth  not  the  Sow,  ihall  not  fee  Jife,  but  llie  wratk 
♦*  of  God  abideth  oh  hirti."  And  moil  plainly^  Rom.  x.  9. 
having  (hew ft  before  what  the  roA^iVfo/i  of  legal  irighteouf- 
nefs  was,  he  tells  us  there  what  the  gofpcl-condition  of  falva- 
tion is  9  "The  righteoufnefs  wliich  is  of  faith,  fpeaketh  011 
^  this  wife;  That  if  thou  fhalt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the 
•*  JLord  Jfcefus,  and  fhaltubelieve  in  thy  heart,  that  God  raifed 
**  him  from  the  dead,  thou  fliaU  be  fayed."  1  aik  you,  fir^ 
whether  it  be  pdffible  to  put  words  into  a  frame  more  lively  ex-. 
preflive  of  2l  condition  than  thefe  are  ?  Do  but  compare  Mark 
^vi.'  f6.  ",He  that  believeth,  tind  is  baptized,  (hall  be  faved  i 
**  tut  hcthat  beiicvellvnot,  (hall  be  dai?incd :"  Dobutcoin- 

^    ..  iib  2  ..  ^ 
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pare,  I  fay,  ;hat  fcripture-pbrafe  with  the  wpi^s  of  JaopbV/Srt^i 
which  all  a|low  to  be  coi^dition?d,  Qeii.  xliii.  49  5.  ^  If  thou 
f<  wi^  fend  our  brother  with  us,  we  will  go  down ;  but  if  thou 
f  <  wilt  not  fend  him,  ^e  wil)  pot  go  down  -/^  and  judge  whe^he? 
llie  one  l^  i^pt  as  cpnditiona}  as  the  other ;  mpr^  psMrtigidarif  9 

Argument  h 
.  If  we  pannot  be  juftlfied  or  fared  xjX\  we  believe,  d^»  faith  i| 
^e  cjuditm  on  which  thofe  confec^uent  b^eQts  are  fufpend^. 
Bu^  we  caqnot'be  juftified  or  (ayed  till  we  believe  i  or^» 
The  fequel  of  the  major  is  evident  i  for^  as  we  laid  betbre,  1^ 
condition  is  the  fu^epfion  of  ^  grant  till  foinethin^  futHre  bs 
dbne.  t)ie  niifior  is  plain  in  fcriptiire  (  Rom.  iv«  24*  *^  Now 
i*  it  iras  not  written  for  his  falce  alonei  rhat  rig^teoulheft  wa$ 
f<  imputed  ^  him  j^  but  for  our  (akes  alfi),  to  whom  it  fiiall  be 
f <  imputed  if  we  believe/*  O^  ^aam  A«y4^ir5iM,  ^^uihm  f^tn'% 
rum  eft  ^t  imput^turi  to  whom  it  fhall  <}omc  to  pais,  that  it  (hall 
i>e  imputed,4f  we  believe ;  And  A^  x.  43.  **  Whofoeyer  be- 
f  lieveth  oi|  him,  (hall  receive  refnifiion  of  fins.*' .  John  iii^ 
36.  <<  He  that  b^lievcth  not,  (hall  not  fee  life,  but  tbe  wrath  of 
f <  God  abideth  on  him  *"  with  multitudes  more.  Now,,  fir, 
liay  feriouily  before  your  eyes  fuch  fcriptures  as  thefe,  that  pro* 
mife  falvation  to  believers,  gitd  threaten  damnsltion  to  all  unbe-, 
iiev€;r8,  as  Mar]c  3^1.  i^,  dpth,  and  then  give  a  plain  aild  dear 
^nfwer  to  this  queftion  \  either  the  pofitiye  part  of  that  teacf 
promife^  fs^vation  abfolutely  to  n^en,  whether  they  believe  m 
believe  not,  ajid  cxjufeqwently  unbelievers  ihall  he  laved  as  vrcft 
OS  believers  ^  ar^d  the  megatiye  part  threatens  damnation  s^bfoT 
iutely  tq  finners,  as  finners ;  and  eonfequently  all  Gnners  ihal| 
be  damned,  whett^cr  they  bel^eye  or  believe  i^ot :  or  elfi^  if  yoq 
allow  neither  to  be  abfolute,  but  that  none  can  be.  ^y«d  til^ 
f  hey  believe,  nor  any  d^mn^d  when  the^  do  believe ;  is  not 
that  a  e<>?ditional  p^pn^ife  V^^  threatening  I 
Argument  U. 
if  Gpd^s  eov^ant  n^itb  Atwraham,  Gen.  Vii*  a,  j,  a^d  thai 
Gen- xyii.  2,  3.  were  (as  you  fay)  pure  gofpel-coveoaiits  of 
grace,  and  yet  19  both  foine  thinjg$  am  required  as  duties  cxx 
Abraham*8  oart,  to.  make  hiini  p^talcer  of  tfyt  benefits  of  the 
promiies ;  then  t^e  covenant  of  grace  i^s  ^t  athfoli^  |Htf  cos* 
^itionaj.^  '  ■■•'■■'  c  '  . 

But  ic^  it  VKat  in  both  thefe  covenlint3  i  ^fg^ 

^h^^manpr  only  tequixe$  proof ;  for  which  let  ii#  bavt  le^^ 

i^ourfe  to  the  plaee$,  and  fee  whether  it  be  lo  or  not. 
'  (i.)  For  the  firft  you  inftance  in  as  a  pure  goljpd-covtnaot. 

^s^e  f  ith  Abraham,  Qen.  xii%t|  3t    I  muft  c<ntfefs,  i^s  yoa^ 
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dKfinember  the  text»  f.  229.  by  chiifi«Ag  out  the  fecond  an^ 

diird  ferfes,  and  leaving  out  the  firft,  which  was  the  trial  of 

^iM'ahain's  obedience,  in  foriaking  his  native  country,  and  his 

f'  JEuher'^  hode  ^  1  fay,  give  me  but  this  liberty  to  feparate  and 

p   (3iigoin  one  part  of  a  covenant  from  the  other,  and  it  is  ealV  to 

f    make  any  conditional  covenant  in  the  world  to  become  abib- 

'.    ittte :  for  take  but  tke  duty  required,  from  the  |»romife  |hat  is 

[    jttadcji  ^nd  that  which  was  a  conditional,  prelently  becoxnes 

IMi  abiblute  gr^nt.     Suppofe,  fir,  that  Abraham  had  refufed  to 

leave  his  d^  native  country,  and  deareft  relations,  as  many 

do  I  think  you  that  the  promifed  mercies  had  been  his  ?  I  muR 

plainly  tell  yoU,  you  amime  a  ftrange  liberty  in  this  matter, 

and  make  a  great  deal  bolder  with  the  fcriptures  than  yott 

ought :  and  the  very  fame  ufage  the  other  fcriptures  hath. 

(a.)  For  when  you  cite  your  Jicmid  covenant  with  Abtahamt 
you  cMily  cite  Cen.  jcvii.  2)  3.  and  then  call  it  an  abfilute  go- 
Jpel'ccvenant  \  when  indeed  you  made  it  fo,  by  leaving  out  the 
prft  verfe,  which  contains  the  conditicm  or  duty  required  on  A- 
braham's  part :  for  thus  run  the  three  firft  veriest  *^  And  when 
f(  Abraham  was  ninety-nine  years  old,  the  Lord  appeared  to 
^}  Abraham,  and  faid  unto  him,  I  am^  the  Almighty  God  \  walk 
^  diott  before  mci  and  be  thou  perfe^  and  I  will  make  my  co^ 
^  veaant  between  me  and  thee,'*  itc.  Here  an  upright  couver- 
iaijion^beibre  God  is  required  of  him,  at  God's  entrance  into 
%his  cdvcnant  with  him ;  but  that  is,  and  muft  be  omitted,  and 
cut  off,  to  m^ke  the  covenant  look  abfolute.  I  am  really  gril- 
led to  fee  the  fcriptures  thus  dealt  with  to  icrve  a  defign ! 
Argument  Ili 
If  all  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  be  abfolute  and  unconditi* 
imal,  requiring  no  reftij^ulation  from  man,  then  they  cannot 
properly  and  truly  beiopg  to  the  new  covenant* 

But  diey  do  properly  ^nd  truly  belong  to  the  n^tp  cwinanti 
therefore  tney  are  not  all  abfolute  and  unconditional. 

The  ^qofil  of  the  major  is  only  liable  to  doubt  or  deniaU 
liamelyi^  That  ttie  abiblutenefs  of  all  the  promifes  of  the  New 
^eftamenk  cuts  off  their  relation  to  a  covenant  y  but  that  it 
4c>di  hi^  no  man  can  deny,  that  underftands  the  difference  be- 
^f  ween  a  covenant  and  an  abfidute  promife.  A  covenant  is  a 
mutual  compa&  or  agreement  betwixt  parties,  in  which  they 
iind  each  other  to  the  performance  of  what  they  refpe£iive]y 
promife ;  fo  that  there  can  be  no  other  proper  covenant  where 
^bere  is  not  9  reftipulation  or  re^obligation  of  one  part,  as  well 
fis  a  promife  on  the  other:  but  an  abfolute  promife  binds  only 
fiPf  party,  an4  \tian^  die  other  wholly  free  and  unobliged  to 
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any  tiling,  in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  good  promifcdJ 
So  then,  if  all  the  New  Teftament  promifeis  be  unconditional 
and  abfolutCi  they  are  not  part  of  ,a  covenant^  nor  muft  that 
word  be  applied  to  them  \  they  are  abfblute  promifes,  binding 
no  man  to  whom  they  are  made  to  any  duty,  in  order  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  mercies  promifed  :  Btit  thofe  perfdns  that  art 
under  thefe  abfolute  promifes,  muft  and  fhaH  enjoy  the  mer- 
cies of  pardon  and  falvation,  whether  they  repent  or  repent 
not,  believe  or  believe  not,  obey  or  obey  not.  fvTow,  to 
what  licentioufnefs  this  doftrine  leads  riien,  is  obvious  to  eve-* 
ry  eye.  Yet  this  abfolutenefs  of  the  covenant  (as  you  impro- 
perly call  it)  is  by  you  aflerted,  /.  229,  230.'  There  is  (fof 
.  you)  no  condition  at  all,  it  Is  wholly  free  aind  abfoiute,  as  th« 
tovenant  with  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  2,  3.  Gen.  xvii.  2,  3.' 
Thank  ydu,  fir,  for  making  them  fo  ;  for  by  cutting  off  the 
iirft  verfes,  where  the  duty  required  on  Abraham*s  part  is  con- 
tained, you  make  them  what  God  never  ititended  them  to  be.. 
And  the  fameToul  play  is  in  Deut.  xkx.  where  you  feparate  the 
plain  condition  coutaincd  in  ver.  1,2.  from  the  promifc,  ver. 
6.  Or  if  the  condition,  ver.  1,2.  be  not  plain  enough,  but 
you  will  mate  it  part  of  the  promife,  I  hope  that  after,  in  ver^ 
I  o.  is  too  plain  to  be  denied.  As  to  the  other  texts,  more  a- 
nOn  ;  mean  time  fee  how  you  deftroy  the  nature  of  a  covenant'^ 

OhjeEl:  Bat  fay  you,  pag.  233.  To  impofe  new  conditidnsi 
though  never  fo  mild,  is  a  new  covenant  ^f  wvrks  with  fome 
mercy,  but  not  a  c(/venmt  of  grace ^  properly  fo  called.  * 

SoU  It  is  true,  if  thofe  works  or  afts  of  ours,  which  God 
requires,  be  underftood  of  meritorious  works  in  our  gwn 
ftrength  and  power  to  perform,  it  deftroys  the  free  grace  of  the 
tovenant  5  but  this  we  utterly  rejeft,  and  fpea^  only  of  faith 
wrought  in  us  by  tjie  Spirit  of  God,  which  receives  all  from 
Cod,  and  gives  the  entire  glory  to  God  ;  Eph.  ii.  5,  8. 

ObjeB.  But  you  will  fay,  If  faith  be  tiie  condition^  and  that 
ft cith  be  nbt  of  ourfelves,  then  bodi  the  prqmife  and  the  condi- 
tion are  on  God's  part  (if  you  will  call  faith  a  Condition)  and  i6 
ftill  on  our  part  the  covenant  is  abfolute. 

So!.  This  is  a  miftake,  and  the  miftake  in  this  leads  you  into 
all  the  refti  though  faith  (which  we  call  the  condition  on  oixt 
part)  be  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  power  of  believing  be  dc^ 
riVcd  from  God,  yet  the  a£l  of  believing  is  properly  our  aft, 
though  the  power  by  which  we  believe  be  of  God  ;  elfe  it  would 
follow,  when  'we  aft  any  grace,  as  f:kith,  repentance,  or  obe- 
dience, that  God  believes,  repents,  and  obeysin  us,  anti  it  ii 

"  we,  but  God  that  doth  all  thefe.     This,  I  hope,  you  wiJ| 
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ma  ({are  to  a&rt  *,  they  are  truly  our  works,  though  wrought 

io  God's  ftrength  ?  Ifa.  xxvi.  12.  "  Lord,  thou  haft  wrought 

/*  aUour  works  in  usj"  i.  e.  though  they  be  our  works,  yet 

4hey  arc  wrought  in  us  by  thy  grace  or  ftrength. 

. .  As  for  Dr.  Owen,  it  is  plain  from  the  place  you  cite  la  the 

doftripe  of  juftification,  ^<jg.  156.  he  only  excludes  coiiditi- 

1     ons,  as  we  do,  in  refpe£l  of  the  dignity  of  the  acb,  as  is  more 

plain  in  his  treatife  of  redennptipn,  pug,  103, 104.  in  which 

^     he  allows  conditions  in  both  the  covenant s^  and  makes  this 

[    the  difftrenip^^  That  the  Old  required  them,  but  the  Nev 

effe&s  them  in  all  the  foederates. 

I  know^ifo  orthodox  divine  in  the  world,  that  prefiimes  to 
thruft  in  any  wtrk  of  man's  into  the  covenant  cf  grace^  as, a 
cmditimy  which,  in  the  Arminian  fenfe,  he  may  or  may  not 
perform,  according  to  the  power  and  pleafure  of  his  own  free 
\    will,  -without  the  preventing  or  determining  grace  of  God; 
!•    jwbich  preventing,  grace  is  contained  in  thofe  promifes,  Ezek. 
ixxvi,  25,  26,  27.  ifc.    Nor  yet  that  there  is  any  meritori- 
ous worth,  either  of  condignity  of  congruity  in  the  Popifh 
fenfe,  in  the  very  juftifying^d  of  faith,  for  the  which  God 
juftifies  a^id  fave  us.     But  we  fay.  That  tho'  God,  in  the  way 
of  preventing  grace,  works  faith  in  us,  and  when  it  is  io 
wrought,  we  need  his  affifting  grace  to  afl  it,  yet  neither  hi& 
^    affifting  nor  preventing  grace  makes  the  z(k  of  faith  iio  more 
'    to  be  our^  a£t ;  it  is  we  that  believe  ftiU  tho'  i^i  God's  ftrength^ 
\    and  that  upon  our  believing,  or  not  believing^  we  have  or  have 
«ot  the.  benefits  of  pod's  promifes  i  which  Is  the  very  propec 
\    notion  of  a  condition^ 

Argument  IV. 

If  all  the  promife»  of  the  new  covenant  be  abfolnte  anct 

unconditional,  having  no  refpeft  nor  relation  to  any  grace 

i    wrought  in  us,  nor  duty  done  by  us,  then  the  trial  of  our  in- 

\    tereft  in  Chrift,  by  marks  and  Jign$  of  grace,  is  not  our  duty, 

,   nor  can  we  take  copifort  in  fan£lification,  as  an  evidence  of 

pur  juftification.  1 

;  But  it  is  a  Chriftan'^  duty  to  try  bis  intcrcft  in  Chrift  by 
marks  -sxAfigns ;  and  he  may  take  comfort  in  fan£bfication,  as 
an  evidence  of  justification  ;  Ergo^ 

The  fequel  of  the  mapr  is  undeniably  clear;  for  that  can 

'  never  be  a  fign  or  evidence  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  which  that 

I .  intereft  may  be  without ;  yea,  at)d.  as  *  Dr.  Crilpe  aflerts,  ac-. 

cording^  to  his  Antinomian  principles,  *  Chrift  is  ours  (faith 

f  Dr.  Crif^c,  2d.  VoL  of  Chfifl  exahcd,  Scrm.  14. 
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*  he)  before  we  have  gracious  qualifications ;  CTcnr  true  nuat 

*  and  fign  muft  be  infeparable  from  that  it  figni&s/  Nov, 
if  the  works  of  the  Spirit  in  us  be  not  fo,  but  an  intereftin 
Chrift  may  be  where  thefe  are  not,  then  they  are  tio  pix>per 
marks  or  figns ;  and  if  they  are  not,  it  cannot  be  bur  duty  to 
make  ufe  of  them  as  fuch,  aiid  coofequently  if  we  ihonlc^  thcf 
can  yield  us  no  comfort. 

The  mimr  is  plain  in  fcripture ;  i  John  ii.  3.  «  Hereby  we 
*<  do  know  that  we  know  him.  If  we  keep  his  commandments.^ 
The  meaning  is,  we  perceive  and  difcern  ourfelves  to  be  fincere 
bdievers,  and  confequently  that  Chrift  is  our  ^opitiatioi^ 
when  obedience  to  his  commands  is  become  haUtual  and  eafy 
to  us  s  So  I  John  iii,  19*  «•  Hereby  we  knoW  that  we  are  oF 
••  the  truth,  and  (hall  affure  our  hearts  before  him  ;*'  L  e.  by 
our  fincere  cordial  love  to  Chrift  and  his  membe)rs,  as  Tcr.  iS. 
this  (hall  demonftrate  to  us,  that  we  are  the  children  of  truth ; 
and  again,  i  John  iii.  14.  *<  We  know  that  we  arepafled  fifom 
•^  death  to  life;  becaufe  we  love  .the  brethren  :"  With  multt- 
titttdes  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  plainly  teach  Chrifti- 
ans  to  fetch  the  evidences  of  their  juftification  out  dF  their 
jEanAtfication,  and  to  prove  thdr  intereft  in  Chrift,  by  the  works 
of  his  Spirit  foun4  in  their  own  hearts. 

And  this  is  not  only  a  Chriftian's  liberty,  but  his  CQ«nmand- 
ed  duty  to  bring  his  intereft  in  Chrift  to  this  touchftone,  and 
tcft ;  2  Cor.  iiii.  5.  "  Examine  yourfelves,  prove  yourfelves,'' 
ifc.  2  Pet.  !•  lOr  "  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  callii^ 
w  and  eiedion  furc;**  t.  ^.  your  elcftion  by  your  calling; 
^Ko  man  can  make  his  ele&ion  fure  a  priori^  nor  cam  any 
makp  it  furer  than  it  is  in/e;  therefore  it  is  only  capable  of 
being  made  fure  to  us  apqfteriori^  arguii^g  from  the  work  of 
fan£tiiication  in  us,  to  God's  eternal  choice  of  us. 

And  as  the  faints  in  all  ages  have  taken  this'courie,  fo  they 
have  taken  great  and  lawful  comfort  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  marbr 
smd  figns  of  grace  J  2  Kings  xx.  3.  aCor.  i.  12. 

I  am  fenfible  how  vehemently  the  Antinomian  party,  Z>r« 
Crifpe,  Mr.  Eyre,  and  fome  others,  do  oppugn  this  truth,  re- 
pfefendng  it  as  legal  and  impra£ticable  (for  they  are  for  the  ab- 
lolute  and  uncondition^  nsaute  of  the  nevf  covettanff  as  well  as 
you) ;  but  by  your  efpoufi^g  their  principle,  you  have  even 
^un  Anabaptifm  into  Antinomianifm  $  and  muft,  by  this  prin- 
jciple  of  yours,  renounce  all  marks  and  trials  of  an  intereft  in 
Chrift,  by  any  work  of  the  Spirit  wrought  in  us.  Toumuft 
only  ftick  to  the.  immediate  fealings  of  the  Spirit;  which,  i£ 
fuch  a  thing  be  at  dU|  it  is  but  rare  and  extraordinary* 


4  fi^tk^  th  kr.  Gary's  ^U^  G^.  .  Jii 
I  'iAli  p^  dofiy  bujt  ch^re  may  be  ati  iinfn^dja^  ^g^m^nf 
^tjie  Sfitkh  im  fUre  i  ^  his  medi^r  0  t^|linK)«yby  hisgr#ctt 
Is  lAa^  i^  i^s  ilCi^Ji  wajr  of  ;fealit^  bplieirers.  W^  4o  iipt  ^S&rp^ 
^f  df  t^efe  hi$  MrjcHT^  p  J^is  meri$6ripus  hiMk»  pf  pur  juj|iit- 
^p^ufkm.^  /or  4}»t>  cw&iered  9}>(fa:9^7  from  tkp,  Spiriti  Micy 
bn  of  themfeivA  festl^  oir  ^^ideiace  pyr  iiutciTi^ft.  kft  Chrift: 
j^ii;^^  do  Vf^  s^rm\  that  atiy  of  them  ^€  po^iplkte  sind  per- 
fsfk  ^ofJq; ;  jbut  this  w«  fay,  fibat  (hey  being  triie  and  %Qere^ 
Jibpi^  ifnperiPei^  graces}  they  4re  d^ir  dfual  ^uid  fiaiidihg  ttjr 
Me&D^i  tp  Rd^deoUt  pur  4i>t6reft  in  Chrift  bjr.  A{id  t  ii<^ 
^ou,  aiid  the  Whole  Antinoihiah  partly  yr\ll  fiiid  it  £^d,  y^ 
^  iibpo^t^,  tp  T^no^  the  i^tnt^  Irooi  that 'CoqUortab)^  ^iid 
^bjpturajl  .vray  of  iei:amii;king  their  Wereftm- Chrift^  by  f^ 
fa^ac^a  of  M$  Sipiiat  id  them ;  sis  tbe  faintf ;  ^ivho  i^rc  ^ik  ^ 
Maipvyi  Ipie&irc  litaei^i  Have  doiie  in  ^}  geiier^liot]U^« 

^       jfrgimunt  V;        .      ^ 
..If  iiKe.fe!(P^«4i9f {jT^r^^  jiij4  iiiKipii'^ 

jiibwal)  ^e^cifig  tiotbii^  tx>  be  <loi|e  oj^  ottr  pms  ^  e^i^itlje 
tli  jtd  i^s  l^^k^  i  theh  4t  cahQot  be  m^>  duty  t^  pairiMg  co^ 
Tenant  with  God»  to  deliberatie  the  terms,  count  tKe  coll,  or 
Uh  hk^0^(m^  bjr  T^Qfi  or  ^litiiig,  ^ipiicitl^  ix>  jiii:  hxm  of 
&!«  covicofkttt;  .. 

^Bftii:  it  isJD^aa^s  duty  ih  cbtriiig  cbVena$vit  with  CrCi^f  to  lidiiMsf 
face  tHe  ter-nj^,  and<cou»t  tbeicoft};  lAike  xiv*.  26;  tpj^,  .Wfi 
«iq;^cHiy  li^i  give  bis  icbnfeat  thereuiuo;  eitbet^  by  lirord  or  jBrrit^ 
^lEtgoi  ... 

-lL\^kqiifi\:i^ memoir  i^fcU'fi^^^  F<>f  irhere tbeive  tiwe 

ioio  «ciin»s  di*  0Q|Ktitioi^&  required  oji  oiir  pj«,  there  i:afi  be  fm^ 
\o  delibet^te,  Or  give  our  confent  to  i  and  ih  ^  ibali  naay  be  4li 
iivOve&Mt  iwitHotitiHsOwn'COlifent.  .  .    ; 

The  m^dr  M  itindemable  in  the  teit  citeid :  If  you  fay,  JMS^ 
Sire  dv^ieSf  buit  not  cm^tiins ;  I  reply,  they  {uc^e  fuch  duti^ti 
yitb^tit  tb«|)^iifei:hVM¥:«-of  wbicfa  we  ^ati  baiite  no  benefit  b^; 
fChrift  ^od  tlie  liew  covenaiit,  l^jute  i-w.  33.  Aickl  £upb  dtUii^i 
hxv^  the  tr#e  <f ii(peuding  nature  ^  ccndifims  in  them  •  If  yoH 
£iy  die'y  ^  wAf  fubfequent  duties,  but  hot  antecedent  or  <;on- 
bomitam  a(£^«  thje  a-Sth  3?ei(e  dii<6Ujoppo(bs  you :  iMhiv/ijirjt 
^  dk^n  .ind  diu^  tie  cpfi.  A>id  fdr  thofe  ibiwrt  ails,  ivhereby 
lire  explicitly  declare  bur  confent  to  the  teiinis  of  the  cov^nofK^, 
^t  our  firft  entering  into  the  bond  of  it.  t  hope  ypii  will  not 
pijt  tfiat  It  is  2L  legal  covenant  too  ;  tfa.  iliv.  3,  4.  "  I  wifl  pOur  * 
i*  Water  upcrn  blm  that  is  thirfty,  and  ^oods  upon  the  dtf 
^  ffirouhd  :  I  yr'di  potior  my  S^i^itiupoo  thy  fted^  ^d  my  Utt^ 


Cd2  A  tUpiy  to  Mr^  Car/s  Jbtemn  CfalL 

"  fin^  upon  thine  off-fpring;  and  they  (hall  fpring  up  a,4  a- 
«  mong  the  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-coiu-fes  :  Onefhalt 
"  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and  another  fliall  callhimfelf  by  the 
<<  name  of  Jacob ;  .and  another  (hall  fubfcribe  with  his  h^nd 
•'  unto  the  Lord,*'  ebc.  A  pl^ain  allufion  to  foldiers,  ivhen  they 
lift  themfelves  under  a  captain,  or  general. 

What  remains  now  to  reply  to  thefe  arguments,  but  either 
that  the  places  by  me  cited  and  argued  upon,  do  not  intend 
the  new  covenant ^  under  which  we  are ;  or  that  this  new  cove- 
nant hath  its  conditions,  and  is  not  altogether  abfolute,  as  yoa 
hare  aflerted  it  to  be. 

And  thus,  fir,  you  are  fairly  beaten  oiF  (if  I  miftake  not) 
from  the  new  ground  you  had  chofen  and  marked  out  to  raife 
your  battery  upon,  to  demolifh  that  firdng  fort  which  fecura 
the  right  of  believers  infants  to  baptifm  ;  and  you  muft  return 
again  to  the  old  anfwers  ©f  Mr.  Tombcs,  and  others,  to  our 
fclid  and  fubllantial  argument  from  Abraham's  covenant, 
Gen.  xvii.  which  have  been  baffled  over  and  over  by  Baxter, 
Blake,  Sydenham,  and  many  other  ftout  champions  for  infants 
baptifm.  ■  '  , 

All  that  I  am  further  concerned  about,  is  to  examine  To  ma? 
ny  of  thofc  fcriptures  as  you  have  fpoken  tp,  which  aire  by  us 
produced  in  defence  of  thofe  four  grounds  or  principles  men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe,  whereon  we  eftabliOl 
the  right  of  infants  baptifin  ;  an^  to  vindicate  thofe  fcriptures 
from  your  ftrained  and  injurious  interpretations  of  them: 
Which  being  done,  they  will  each  of  them  ftand  in  thofe  emi- 
nent places  of  fervice,  where  they  have  been  fo  long  ufeful  to ' 
the  caufe  we  defend. 

As  for  your  pretended  folutions  of  the  incomparable  Mr, 
Baxter*8,  and  the  learned  and  accurate  Dr.  Burthogg*s  argu- 
ments, I  admire  at  your  confidence  therein  \  and  Iqt  me  tcM 
you,  without  breach  of  charity,  it  is  an  high  piece  of  confi- 
dence in  you ^  to  throw  the  gantlet,  and  bid  defiance  to  two  fuch 
worthies  yet  alive,  and  eafily  able  to  deted  your  folly,  in  the 
weaknefs  and  impertinency  of  your  anfwers.  Alas  !  my  friend, 
you  little  know  what  it  is  to  have  fuch  weak  and  inartificial 
difcourfes  as  yours  brought  under  the  ftri£k  examen  of  fuch  a- 
cute  and  judicious  eyes.     But,  ' 


'Sic  dama  leonem 


Infeguiturj  audetque  viro  concurrere  virgo, 

'     Nor  will  I  prefume  to  anticipate  either,  of  their  anfwers  to 
your  difcourfe  (if  they  IhaU  think  it  worthy  of  an  anfwcr)  a 


r^ 


'J.  flepfy  to  Mr:  Cary^s  folimn  dlL  aoj 

JM  ratlier  briefly  refled  upon  what  you  return  to  die  argu- 
ments of  thofc  eminent  divines  that  are  gone  to  glory  in  the 
feith  of  that  truth  you  oppofe,  and  arc  not  capable  of  defend-- 
ingdieir  (olid  and  regular  interpretations  of  fcriptures,  againft 
the  notions  you  force  upon  them,  contrary  both  td  the  gram- 
mar and  icope  of  fevcral  of  them.  ^   . 

And  here,  fir,  in  the  beginning,  let  me  mind  you  what  a 
kamedand  judicious  perfon  faith,  about  all  interpretations  of 
fcriptures :  *  Four  things  {faith  he)  commend  an  interpretati- 

*  on,  and  eftaUilh  it  as  a  king  upon  the  throne,  againft  whom 
-  *  there  is  no  rifing  up/ 

'  Firftj  If  the  latter  and  grammar  of  the  text  fairly  bear  it. 
Secondly 9  If  the  fcope  and  argument  of  the  place  will  clofe 
direftly  with  it. 
'  Thirdly  J  If  the  interpretation  fet  up  againft  it,  t:annot  ftand 
before  both,  or  ^ithar  of  the  former. 
Tmirthfyf  l(  the  judgment  of  learned,  wife,  and  impartial 

men  b^  fotind  generally  agreeable  to  it. 
According  to  thefc  rules  f^hereat  you  can  have  no  jufl;  ex- 
ception) I  (hall  briefly,  yet  I  hope  clearly  and  fufliciently, 
anfwer  fome  of  the  replies  you  make  to  the  arguments  of  thofe 
deceafed  worthies :  And, 

(i.)  inpagi  I.  you  produce  Mr.  William  Allen^s  argument, 
ad  hominemf  againft  your  pra£lice ;  *  He  tells  you,  your  own' 

*  principle  condemns  you ;  for  yourcjeft  the  baptizing  ofin- 

*  fantS|  becaufe  there  is  no  example  in  the  New  Teftament  of 
^  it ;  and  yet  baptize  perfons  at  age,  whofe  parents  were  Chri- 
^  ftians ;  which  is  as  much  without  a  gofpel  precedent,  or  ex- 

*  ample,  as  the  foritier.     Thefiim  of  your  reply  is.  That  tho' 

*  it  {hould  be  granted,  that  there  is  no  exprefs  example  for 

*  the  baptizing  fuch  in  fcripture,  yet  there  are  examples  c- 

*  nough  concerning  the  baptifm  of  believers.* 

Reply.  Here  you  grant  all  that  Mr.  Allen  objefts ;  viz. 
f  That  you  are  altogether  without  example  or  precedent  for 

*  yourpraaice:  And  obje£k  to  him  and  us,  what  he  nor  we 
<   everfcrupled or  denied ;  t^fit.Theb^tizingof  foipe  adultper- 

*  /bns>  upon  the  perfonal  prdfeflion  of  their  faith.*  I  have  done 
it  fxiyfelf,  and,  in  like  circamftances,  am  r'^ady  to  do  it  again. 
Once  you  clearly  yield  it,  that  you  have  no  precedent  nor  ex-* 
ample  for  your  praftice  in  the  gofpel :  That  is  all  that  he  feek^," 
and  what  he  feeks,  you  plainly  grant.  As  to  the  precept  ancl 
lexannples  of  baptizing  adult  believers,  whofe  parents  were 
Mi^believeis,  and  themfelvcs  never  baptized  in  infancy,  that  is 


tu>t  t)ie  ^m^  yo\i  are  »ow  (o  fpeak  to  ;  tfor  h^t«  ^e  atfy  fUNi^ 
troverfy  about  it.  Certainly  you  aFe*  none  ol  Ac  fiifteft  pepfenft 
inf  the  werfd  to'damouf  fo  lordly  a^^amft  US|  for  wini^of  ^t^« 
prefe  precedents  for  infants  iniptifm^  ivhilft  yourfelf  con- 
fefTes,  you  waiit  even  one  prfeccdcht  in;  the  Ntw  Teftadtient  te> 
legitimate  your  o^  practice ;  and  in  the  m^^  tiniie  91^  £^904 
'  iri  the  finful  n^gkdl  of  a  fweet  ^nfd  heaven))!  g^^or'dit|MMH^> 
i^iz.  the  fmging  of  fjalmif  for  which  you  ^a^ebcjth  fra^ep<{ 
and  precedent  in  the  goipel^  Cel.  iii.  i<^  Jam^Vi  (^  JiQ&t^ 

'   (2.)  Itisobjcfted  againft  you, /(iff^Qr.  ^Tbf*  if^H«efcn-* 

<  mifTiph,   N&tllK  x'Kyiiu  e^^^ludes  none  fE<^  bajM^f^ft^  hufi 

<  fuch  aS(  arc  to-  be  ex^l^ded  ty  dwi  firdei*  tb^refn  tp  be  $b- 
^  ferved';  and  if  baptizing  and  teaching  a^e  ta  pi^aede,  <h:  fol* 
^  lo^  one  tlie  oth^t;  as  there  ilam^  by  ^bf  ifti  Ai^l?  tb^fe  Wo 

*  conclufions  wiU  fqllow,    (1.)  ThaV  Wantal  aite-  iMH  t,here 
.  *  excluded' jfr6m  b^ptiim.  (2O  That  ajJcrfoiiiiiaj^hiB^jaq^ti^^ 

<  before  be  be  taught  j  for  there  1^6  have,  Ftr/ty  ifi*^Tit?«eW 
^  w««Mt*  T^tiSn^n,  difeiple  all  nations^  mlatse  tliem  4^ipl^.9C. 
4  Chriftians.  SecondfyjWch^Yt'Qmsrril^ifTisumif'i^^        ;  v«bk^ 

^  literally  to  tfai^ilateV  ^  baptizing  a^dteacbi/ig.^  No^  tlletj^ 
f  difciplihg  being  a  general  word,  ih^t  dontaiiM  i&  U  tbfi  tvdik 
^  others  thar  follcnxTj  ^li:.  ip^izing  and  t^aohijpg  i  jjiv4  b^ipg] 
^  the  injtfier at ivf^mofdi  wketeats  tb€  other  t!w0  are  fart^eifileii  i: 
^  it  is  inanifeft,  that  tliti^'  whole  qomi^and,  (if  ^pflfii^iflioih  19; 
^  given  in  tliat,  a^  tbe' t»i0dc  of  e3(ocvitioQ  tn  thcdT^.  And  i^l 
^  the  mod<5  of  exetutiiiig/tbait  general- comirtiffio>i>  be .^i^preifeA 
^  in  thefc,  Wl^erc  baptiising  U  fiifjft,  a^d  teaching  CO014&  aft^r  t 
^*  what  is  become  of  the  order  of  the^9^^l^dl^<i/ifj/?it]fyitfaa^s 
«*  been  (b  long  talked y?^^^'^      t^    ; -..  v:  ^        v    < 

The  (v»m  of  your  anf^er  iS|  «  That  iCVajKis!»ingl|^ftrft^  and, 

*  teaching  corner  after  ;  tbcn  it  wiU  ^l!ow,  'tKat  the^sip^ftiies^ 
f  underftbpd^QOt  their  cpmrniffion  aright  s  fip^t^ey  fil^ftpreach*- 
<-  ed,  and  thi^n  b?ip*i»ed;them  that  by  their  preaching  beliavet^ 
<'  Afts  viii(/ j^iOfS  x:  A6t8  i^,  v^ith  mfai^y  otherplac^  yoci  hibip^ 
*!  up  to  the  fame  piirpofe.    lAnd  therefore  ii^f»ot»  ijnuift  be  ex-** 

<  eluded  by  th^tc6mmi$o]^,  be^raufe  uncapableiof  being,  t^ght. 

*  And  therefore  let  us  criticize  a6  we  plcafe  ^'pfy:timperativt^" 
^\  moeds'mi^partieiphs^  the  cafe  iB'dear^  teacbiifg  muft  go  ke-» 
t  fore  baptiafing.' 

Reply*  It  hjtd  been  more  modefbf^  fi|fpe^/that  y0u  todei^* 
flood  not  the  text  aright,  than  thst  t^e  appftlcs  underftoodr 
liot  their  commiflioo  aright.  The  order  of  the  words  (ast* 
i^tiis  well  foi"tified  objeftibn   df^lares,  and  you  cannot  deny)* 


fm  UmBhiiig.  2k<^tbafftMng .  Aird  ibougb  we  flloiildalktr 
yMy  tkat  tbef  difciplfed  achi^t  perfoflis  by  Uaching^  and  tsfogbt 
dlH^i««  taplipecl  in  ififimCsy ,t  after  ;beif  t>aptisiing  them  ;^  i»  both 
ifstsf  ioHaved  tb^tf  ordeir  und  comtniffioiif  in  diici^ling  thd 
p«p^m»  hjr  prdachinghy  sNad  teasbiiig  ^heif  6hil4ren  bapti«ed>  b]f 
fktne  ot  ftbe  pita>cnife  to  thorns  ^^f  their  baptifm^  For  be 
^cehtfes^  A^ ^^  *^  ^^^  fM^Mifiife  ista  tbeoiy  atnd  to  tfhe»  chil? 
(  1*"  dir^ii  ^'^  WhMsh  j^ives  ar  ri^bt  to^  bofb  finto  b^tifm :  J^nd  fo 
Hittkmgft  aleoerdifig  to  tbe  ordei  of  tbis  c9Aim^onf  noay  be  a4 
witeeedelit  duty  tp  the  paf (^nit,  and  a  fubie^aeai;  duty  f o  biji^ 
4iid  &i&  baptttsed  ptnldr dn^  For  if  M«tf43ivf«)f  iackd^s  teaming 
bcsfore  bftpii^iig^  iliihy  fliQuld  n^t  JkAunA%u  wbieh  i»  put  sifter 
WpMlngii  nefpeA  the  fiibiii^dnt  dut^  oi  ttaching  botb  the  oil^ 

(.3>).Mp.  AHefi's  ne4iarg!unieiit|inentiotiedbyyou,./k«^«  f* 
ffr^kei  iuxiL  Matdb-  j^x^  14*  M  Suffer  IMltf  child; en  to  comt 
\  f  unttx*  nro^  ami  forbid  them  not«  for  e£  f«cb  is  the  Ungdom  tf 
\  ^  heaW^''  W&GEiee  he  argues  s^nil  your  obfetSioti,  of 
^,  the  iflteapaeity  of  w/amis  for  baftifwif  thai  if  they  art  capable 
of  iniiepefl^  or  inemberiiifp  10  the  kiagdoAfi  of  heaven,  or  c^reb% 
;    Ikefy^areequadif  c^l^eof  die  f^fp^pj  foflniafianee).  which  ie 

To  th&  you  r^^  tlk^ee  tbiii^s  (1.)^  That  it  remain^  i^ 
^  1.  b^protedf  thai  thde  little  childrca)  weve  infants^  and  luot 
^^  f  git>wn>  boys  or  girlsi^capahie  of  mahitig  an  a&ual  profeffiott 
^  V  of  theiT  faith  m  Chrift.  (2.)  It  isdoubtfu!^  whether  they 
'  ^  *  were  for  the  prefect  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  were  only 
^  i  eHs£bd^sqsdfQiit  t]iaie*fiioii)dbeofhafrkingdoiii.  Ai4d(3i) 
^^  f:  ^haterer  fbey-  were^  they  Were  brought  unfiO'  GhriiU  wb» 
^  '^  ^,  hiosfell  bapti^d  not  f  not  to  his  difcipleS)  who  did  baptize^^ 
Reply..  YpHf  firft  exception  is  vjdn>  and  grefundlefs :  That 
^  ^^y  were  very  youngs  and  little  ones  appears  not  only  by 
Chrift's  taking  them  in  hisi  ai-Jtie^  but  horn  the  very  notation 

-  "^the  word  Tl»iuc^  a  diminutive  word,  fignifving  a  little  cbil<i^ 

-  Ijj^  ifxfasitt.     So  Jotin  was  caUedy  when  newborri,  Luke  i.  76. 
^  j  Arid  Chrift)  when  he  lay  in  the  manger ;  and  Mofes^  whet) 

^'Wmmg  the  flags.     And  if  this  be  not  enough,  St.  Luke  gives 

'"■■A^m  aifcother name,  Luke  xvii*  j 5.  t«  Apt^^Vf  in&nts  ;  a  word 

'    jpwetk  tO'a  child  in  the  woriibj  Luke  i.  41 .  And  for  what  yoU 

*•  ^]e&  oat  of  Pifcator,.  that  the  fame  word  is  rfed  of  Timothy^ 

^o  knew  the  fcriptures  from  a  child;  it  is  an  ewidciit  mi- 

sike  or  ibift :  For  the  word  is,  ««••  $^^'9  he  knew  tbemv  not 

ing.  ah  infant^  but  £rom  his  chHdbi>ody  or  truancy  ;.  that  is, 

fhen  he  had  paffed  his  infant-JlaU^  in  which  ftate  thcfe  we^ 
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tkat  were  bmaght  unto  Chrift*  And,  (2.}  Whereat  yps 
queftion  their  prefent  right  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  wb> 
ther  it  irere  not  future,  by  virtue  of  their  election  ?  The  text 
will  not  allow  your  intrepretation,  Tm  y»f  r^iirmv  ttnj  Of  fucb 
is:  not,  ir«l«/,  JbaU  be^  the  kingdom  rf  God.  Their  prefent 
church-memberihip,  aflferted  by  Chrift,  \&  alfo  a  known  rule, 
to  regulate  for  the  future  the  difciples  carriage  towards  them ; 
which  was  too  ferere,  harfli,  and  therefore  highly  difpleaf- 
ing  to  Chrift :  But  by  telling  them  they  were  members  of  the 
church,  or  kingdom  of  beaven,  (they  being  very  probably  the 
infants  of  believing  parents,  as  their  bringing  them  unto^dhrift 
with  fuch  affe£Uon,  through  the  frowns  andrepulfes  of  the  dif- 
ciples, (hews)  he  gives  tbem  a  known  and  plain  rule,  how  to 
diftinguiih  infants^  and  regulate  ^heir  carriage  towards  tbem  i 
which  God's  eledion  can  never  be,  that  being  an  unrevealed 
fecret.  And,  (3.)  Whereas  you  fay  Chrift  did  not  bapdze 
them  :  I  reply,  We  never  urged  this  fcripture,  to  prove  he  did 
fo ;  but  only  to  prove  their  church-memberjhip ;  which,  mc- 
diinks,  Chrift  aflerts  as  plainly  as  words  can  aflertic,  whence 
lie  faith,  Offtiehis  the  kingdom  qfheaven*  And  though  yoy  ufe 
to  quibble  at  the  word  1  niS4»»,  offwh^  as  though  it  refpeded 
not  the  prefent  infants,  but  grown  perfons,  refeitibling  them 
in  humbk  and  innocent  qualities  $  IVb*.  Sydenham  hath  .fuf- 
ficiently  baffled  that  interpretation,  by  .(hewing  its  inconfift- 
ience  with  the  feope  and  argument  of  that  place^  and  how  ridi' 
eulous  this  itxik  would  be,  when  reduced  to  a  formal  argu- 
ment. 

'  (4.)  The  fourth  argument  you  pretend  to  anfwer,  pag.  8,  itf 
drawn  from  i  Cor.  vii,  14.  <^  Elfe  were  your  children  unclesm,' 
^*  but  now  are  they  holy."  To  this  you  anfwer  two  things  i 
(li)  That  the  holinefs  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  a-foederal,  but  a 
matrimonial  holinefs,  namely,  legitimacy  ;  and  is  as  much  as 
to  fay.  Your  children  are  no  baftards,  feeing  one  of  you  is  a 
hiliever. 

Reply.  If  this  be  the  true  and  genuine  fen(e  6f  this  text, 
then  all  the  children  in  the  world,  not  immediately  defcended 
from  one,  or  both  believing  parents,  muft  of  .necelBty  be  all 
baftards  ^  their  parents,  how  folemnly  foever  married,  muft 
live  in  uncleanoefs  :  And  what  mad  work  (think  you)  will  this 
aflertion  make  in  the  world  ?^  And  how  many  millions  of  per- 
fons will  it  nearly  touch,  both  in  point  of  honour  and  inherit 
tance:? 
.   (2.)  You  fay,  though  the  holinefs  here  fpoken  of,  Ihouldbe 
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allowed  to  be  a  foederal,  or  covenant  holineb ;  yet  for  want 
of  an  exprefs  inftitution,  it  will  not  warrant  our  pra^c& 

Reply.  The  holinefs  of  the  children  being  granted  to  be  a 
covenant  holinefsy  none  can  deny  them  to  be  within  the  <av^ 
nant :  how  elfe  some  diey  to  be  holy  by  covenant  ?  And  if 
within  the  covenant ^  who  can  deny  them  the  initiatin|^  fign, 
which  is  baptijm  P  Or  how  (hall  they  (ordinarily)  be  vifiUy 
admitted  into  the  viiible  church  without  it  ?  The  conasStion 
betwixt  their  foederal  holinefs,  and  right  to  bapcilm,  will  ap- 
psar  plain  enough  from  Ads  ii.  38*  which  you  come  next  to 
fpeak  to. 

(5.)  You  attempt  to  anfwer  Mr.  Allen's  argument  from  AEt$ 
ii.  38.  <<  Be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jefus. 
^^  Cbrift,  for  the  remiilion  of  fins,  and  ye  (hall  receive  the  gift 
*^  of  thie  holy  Ghoft.  For  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your 
*^  children,  and  unto  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the 
«  Lord  our  God  fliall  call/' 

On  this  text,  you  know,  we  lay  a  very  great  ftrefs  for  iht 
proof  of  infants  baptijm ;  and  it  deferves  a  remark,*  tbatyoa 
wholly  fuppre&our  arguments  drawn  from  .that  text,  but  bow^ 
ever  return  an  anfwer  to  them  ail,  fuch  as  it  is.  You  firft  tell 
«i$,  <  The  promife  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  a  promife  of  any  ex* 
>  ternal  privileges, ;  but  the  promife  of  the  gofpel,  or  the  grace 
ofGodinChrift  Jefus.*  • 

Seeondfyy  <  That  the  promife  was  not  to  their  children,  as  be- 
lievers feed,  nor  to  them,  or  any  other  uncalled  b^  the  Lord  ;' 
but  Gffily  a  promife  of  remiffion  of  fins,  and  receivmg  the  holy 
Ghoft,  upon  their  aftual  repentance  (  which  inlants  cannot 
perform,  and  therefore  cannot  her«  be  intended/  This  is  the 
true  and  whole  fenfe  of  your  anfmer. 

Reply.  Now,  becaufe  you  have  wholly  omitted  our  argument 
from  this  text  (for  wbicn  doubtlefs  there  was  fome  reafon)  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  let  the  world  know,  how  we  expound 
it,  and  what  we  duly  infer  from  that  expofition  of  it ;  and  then 
let  the  reader  judge,  whether  by  the  fore*mentioned  n^es  of 
a  jttft  interpretation,  you  or  we  are  in  the  right. 

(i.)  We  olifarve  this  famous  text  to  contain  the  fijft  ar^jtr 
ment  nfed  by  the  apoftle,  after  Ch  rift's  afcenfion,  to  perfuad^ 
the  Jew&to  embrace  Clhriftianityy  by  repenting,  and  fubm^ing 
them&lvea  to  haptijmy  the  initiating  fign  of  it }  and  the^efone 
htm  we-jttfily  e^£):  much  light  about  this  coutroMerted 
point :  Nor  dotb  the  apoftle,  in  tliis  text,  deceive  our  expe£ka:r 
ti^n.  ■ ,  i      ■.-  • 

(2.)  We  take  it  for  granted,  that  th.e  dirc^.  and  proper 
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fiope  of  this  place,  is  to  perfuade  ^  Jews  (i^  :«rbe«i  <& 
Peter  preacbeil)  to  repent,  aad  be  baptized.  This  |pp}i  iUo^ij 
qpviiea  you 'fey,  ^.  lO.  *  He  ufes  it  ^s  a  ii^ir^>  w|iy  Cjbey  #ind 
^  tbem  '(bmld  aauilly  repdtit,  aild  be  bnptijM*'  bi  ti^  ««9i 
riien  l^ere  is  ito  controverfy. 

(3.)  Wle  take  k  fcir  teptain,  that  the  pr0ifti£e  jyene  r^sffiirr^^ 
|oI^  Fcter^  is-thatgraeious  promife,  Gon.  ^m^U.  7.  ^< }  irill  be 
i^<  a  God  «o  i?hee,  atid  $0  tby  feed  aftier  thiM^/^  The  ad^vii^g  ^ 
IJKir  4:hildreh  to  theno.,  jGuth  Calvin,  ((aiid  vifyb  hlofi  liuf^  rtbj: 
geaei^xiltxeiM:  of  expofti^rs)  .depends  m  itbe  irf^rds  of  lj^ 
proiaife.  Gen  xvii.  6.  If  you  be  not  fatisned  with  this,  hjitff^ 
Ifaer  tvMl  xefer  it  to  Joel  ii.  28.  you  ^e  tfaen  jobHgiedi^  SAffra 
Mr.  S'ydeiiiiam's  arguments  4^ /«rti$rf,<fr(taihatns&|'eiici?.  3l^ 
yoi|  niake  ao  eKception  dt  tA  to  this  aococnmod^tipa  ctf,  iti 
And  tlhca  tbeienfe  «Mift  rbe  tbis  •,  the  ftotj^  Ois^  VMi  Mh^ 
leK>e,  ^  to  you  add  to  yourxdi^dren." 

(4  )  We  fay,  that  except  it  had  lUd  rctoJ^ip  ikp  ibiS  povmani 
wkh  4Vbra[titm,  tbere  bad  been  no  ocKsafiogy  pr  teafon  ;^  aH^ 
bete  to  h^  mentioned  cbiUrm  as  ii^l  as  j^^aif  :  "  T%0 
*<  pfottiilfe  is  to  yoitt,  attid  to  your  cfaildren."  bbad  been  es$i^bj^ 
if  be  had  ocdy  intended  :ib£  believing  ptrwl^^^h^^  of  %fi^ 
infiaqtvieed^  to  bare  faid,  The  ppoinUe  is  mz^  iii  ^^  2»  maany  ^ 
^  tbr  I^B^  ouT'Gqd  diaUodl/'  What  ore^fi^^  ^  ^c^fi^ii^ 
was  thete  to  bring  in  their  children  at  aUi? 

(5.)  We  iind  here  the  chUdrm  both  oiU^mg^  Jie^^iid 
Oeii«Ues,  imentiofied  in  die  piooMfe^  ^ccompanj^tbg  the  poooeff 
•f  Saptifm  i  and  the  •precepit  /t9  itbejaa  buako^.  idie  piotmi&i  4^ 
that  which  gaire  them  their  itttleiio  S^lfin ;  y^f^  y^^^ivm^S^tim^ 
^  F0r«be.proi»ifeas«oyou,  And  ^  your  cbildred/*  luA^Sumi 
line  that  he  mentions baptiim,  be  aUbmentkMid  the  f»omi£e  upt 
<&«  wKicb  their  right  i$  founded! ;  ?mA  in  the  <fii9iie  bre^tb  witfi 
vhicii  he  mentiensthesr  dhiidren,fa^  aifi>  mentions  the  proosiici 
whict^  he  would  never  hanre  done,  had  his  defi^,  been  do  :bam 
exduided  their  children  from  both,  or  either  of  thenn  ^  e^eci-^. 
jilly  fd^fi'^  thair cl^rm  diad'been .fo  long m  the  fKxSbiion  of 
both.  Thefb  tb*ings  are  obvious^  natural  ^^  eyery  way  a? 
|[reea}ole,  both  to  the  grammar  and  fcope  of  die  ittst.  Whence 
we  aygwe :  , 

y/i»-^.  If  tbej^rwni^bethe  fame  to  Arfi^t«rf  .widcrAe  goft 
pel,  t*hat  ever  it  was  to  Abraham  and  his  natural  feed  $  Aen 
the  chMren  of  beHevers^  by  virtue  thereof,  have  as  good  a 
title  ipbaftifm^  as  AViabam's  ciiiirM  had^to  circttmcifim^ 
-  Bu  t  the  prcmi/e  is  the  fame :  £r^«,  &c.' 

JJ<;|Kt  let  u3<»riCdcr  yourv^/^itt«rf.' 
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(1.)  Ybo  fiy,  Tht  promfe^  hire  ^tn  ^,  h  mt  a  prmmfi  of 
any  iXtirtuU  privtiege^  kui  theprowUfi  rf  the  g^pil* 

Reply.  Yoof  dlftio^iioD  is  v%\n  aoa  gro«iidk&;  Ibr  ir  oppo- 
iirfh  piemifesy  thai  eostaiii  external  pri?llege%»  to  gofpel  pro- 
tfiifes^  cootrary  to  1  Tim*  itr.  8.  **  Godlinefs  hath  the  piottift. 
^  of  the  life  that  now  ts>  and  of  that  which  is  10  cone/* 
l^ondfy,  Circamcifioii  thea^  and  baptifm  now,  which  have  both 
th«ir  fouadatfloa  10  that  promife,  coottio  prtvtkges  \%  them  of 
hotb  fees.  This  no  maa  cao  deny,  hot  he  that  thinks  it  no  pri- 
tilege  to  be  adasitced  toto  the  vifible  chnrch,  by  the  external  t^ 
nitiatlng  (iga^  and  to  be  thereby  diAtagoiQied  from  the  Pagan 
world.  Yoi|  have  no  warrant,  therefore,  to  divide  thoTe  things 
which  God  hath  aniteii.       ^ 

(z.)  Yoo  fay,  Theprwnife  was  noi  to  tkem  as  heHivtrt  Jui, 
nor  t4  amy  uncalkd  by  the  Lord* 

htpfy.   Yonr  meai^g  is,,  that  thefe  words  \at  many  as  the 
Lord  JbaH  eaK^^  ar^  a  limitation  of  the  promiie  to  them  onlf, 
whether  parentrdr  children,  that  are  aAoaUy  called.     Let  this 
yonr  interpretation  be  compared  with,  and  examined  by  the 
ibop6  oF  the  text,  which  you  confefled  before  to  be  a  motive  to 
aeifnade  them  aiid  theirs  to  re peatance  aad  baptifmi  and  fee  tf 
ii  om  ftand  before  k,  as  oars  doth.    For  if  this  be  the  mean* 
iog,  then  the  apoft)6*s  argnmeat  moft  ran  thas :  « I  exhort  yoa, 
coovinced  Jews,  to  repentance  and  Chriflian  bapcifia :  foft- 
whereas  you,  aad  yoar  children,  have  hitherto  beea  an  holy 
Teed,  aiid  the  proonie  formerly  was  to  them  at  well  as  yon ; 
bat  now  the  cafe  h  altered :  if  yoa  yonricives  repeat,  aad  be 
baptized,  yoa  (htll  have  the  beaefit  of  the  promiie ;   bur  is 
far  ycMir  ^cfaildreo,  they  (halt  be  ia  the  lelf-tame  cafe,  and 
ftaie,  with  the.  children  ^f  Pagaas  and  infidels.    Indeed,  If 
any  of  yoar  chiidrea  (hall  hereafter  hsHeve,  they  ftudl  i»vc 
beaefit  by  the  promife,  but  00  i^ore  ihaa  the  chiidrea  of  Pa- 
gaas aad  infidtlsi  which  upon  repeataace  (hall  be  equal  with 
them.     ^*  Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  baptised ;  for  the  pro- 
*'  mife  is  anto  yon,  and  to  yoar  children/'    This,  and  no  o- 
Iher,  moft  the  apoftle's  mo|ive  be,  accordiag  to  your  inttrpre- 
tatlon  aad  limitation  of  his  words. 

We  m.ke  the  motive  or  argameat  to  ran  thas :  <  God  bath 
aow  reaiembefed  his  cwenant  to  Abrahai|i»  in /ending  thsit 
hJefled  feed,  in  whom  he  prdraifed  to  be  the  God  of  him,  and 
bis  feed ;  yea,  and  of  all JbeKcving  Gentiles,  aa-wdl  as  Je\irs 
aad  their  children  ;  do  not  yoa  therefore,  by  your  oab^lief^ 
deprive  both  jOttficlYeSi  and  your  de^r  CtuUlXD)  oC^mcT'i 
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*  des  ftDd  privileges  of  fo  great  a  promife  ?     **  Repent,  thare^ 

*  **  fore»  aod  be  baptized ;    for  the  jpromife  is  onto  yoa,  zai 

*  **  to  yoor  cbildreD/*  6r.>  Let  the  'impartial  reader  judge 
both,  and  the  acknowledged  fcope  o^  the  piaee  determitie  the 
matter.  Aad  as  it  caoopt  ftaod  with  the  fcope  of  <the  place, 
fo  oeither  (as  Mr.  Sydenham  *  hath  plainly  evinced)  with  the 
grammar  of  the  text,  nor  rales  of  locic,  by  which,  accorc&ng 
to  joixv  expofititmt  the  word  [ct^ildrifQ^  muft  be  redundant  and 
fitperfinoos,  as  being  oeither  comprebeoded  under  Jews  or 
Gentiles,  tboTe  that  are  near,  or  far  off :  into  which  two  clafles^ 
or  ranks,  the  text  difiributes  the  whole  world ;  but  muft  ftaod 
out  of  the  text,-  as  a  party,  by  themfelves,  dioogh  exprefsiy 
Qieotiooed  in  it,  as  thofe  to  whoni  the  frimife  belongs.    But 

'enough  of  this^ 

(6.)  Having  vindicated  AAs  ii.  3.S,  39*  .which  coofirms  our 
,  fourth  aflerttoo,  viz.  the  tdeotity  of  the  prmmfe  the  Jews  were, 
and  we  are  under;  we  proceed  next  to  vindicate  Cd.  il.  8,  % 
to,  il,  i%i  whereby  we  prove  the  foccef^oo  of  bapti/m  to  or- 
€umeiJtony  and,  vindicate  it  from  that  foreign  fenfe  you  force  up* 
on  it,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  text,  as  well  as  of  our  infants, 
whom  you  exclude  from  any  concernitient  therein. 

Without  any  reprefentation  at  all  of  th^  grounds  on  wjhicb 
w^  proceed,  to  prove  the  Tucceffion  of  this  ordinance  to  ^at, 
you  {11a  ra(hiy  as  confidently)  call  it  a  gronndiefs  inference  ; 
whicb^  whether  it  be  or  no,,  let  the  iinpartial  }udge,  whoi  tbey 
(hall  fee  the  grounds  on  which  we  build  that  alfertion, 

(i.)  It  «s  out  of  controverfy,  that  the  fcope  of  this  place  ia 
to  take  olf  the  Coloffiansl  from  nrcunrnfion,  and  other  Jewifii 
rites  audi  ceremonies,  which  the  falfis  teachers  at  that  time  ear- 
neftly  endeavoured  to  reduce  them  to;  as  appears,  ver.  4*  to  be 
his  plain  deligu  :  **  And  this  I  fay,  left  «oy  man  fbould  beguile 
«<  you  with  enticing  words.*'  And  be  iai»tb  il  with  great  oob- 
cernment  of  mind,  as  appears  ver.  I.  '    y 

(2.)  It  is  as  plain,  that  the  argument  l^y  which  he  eftabli(b- 
€S  them  in  the  truth  of  the  gofpei,  and  fecures  them^  agaioA 
tbc  danger  of  returning  to  thofe  Jewifti  rites,  efpecially  circam* 
dfion,  is  drawn  from  their  amipletenefs  i^  Cbrift  without  it ; 
ver.  5^»  and  10.  And  that  what&eveir  they  ^ad  liinder  circamci* 
£oi|,  they  now  eojoy^in  as  complete  and  full  a  meafure  and  man- 
ner, as  ever  Abraham  and  his  feed  did.  **  And  ye  areLComfdele 
f' l^hmr  fi.eJiaQhr\{\. 

(3.}  To  evince  this,  be  toftanceth  to  the  vvy  cafe  then  iindsr 

5  lafant  B^tgtiSia,  p«  44, 41* 
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debate^  vizi  drcumcifion,  ver.  ii,  la.  And  firft  difiifigQi(hSfig 
•f  a  twofold  drcamcirioD,  one  made  wlrh^  and  the  Other  with- 
out hands,  which  he  calls  the  circumcifion  ofChriftc  he  tclU 
them,  as  to  both  of  thefe,  (namely,  inward  cii-camcifion  of 
the  heart,  and  the  external  fign  thereof  too}  both  are  fnHy  an- 
fwered  in  baptifm ;  **  in  whom  alio  ye  are  circomcrfed  with  th« 
**  circumdfioQ  made  without  hand^  ;  in  patting  off  the  body 
^'  of  the  fins  of  th6  fle(h/  by  the  circumcifioa  of  Ckrift,  bo* 
**  ricd  with  him  in  baptifm/*  ver«  1 1,  12.  That  is,  look,  as  be- 
fore inward  circnmcifion  of  the  heart  was  fignified  by  outward 
^  drcamcifion  of  tbe^fleft,  as  the.  proper,  direA,  and  appointed  figa 
of  it ;  io  now,  the /alBe.  inward  circamcifion,  or  regeneration  of 
the  foul,  is  as  really  ^and  fblly  fignified  to  yon,  by  the  new  gof- 
pel  fign  of  it,  which  is  baptifm ;  and  therefore  yon  are  as  com« 
plete,  ii  reipeft  both  of  outward  and  inward  privileges  now^ 
as  €¥er  Abraham  and  his  feed  Were.  Do  but  convert  the  propo* 
iitioo,  and  ftppofe  the  apoAle's  jlefiga  had  been  to  take  them  o^ 
from  baptifm,'  and  bring  them  back  to  circumciiion ;  and  io 
order  to  it  had  faid,  **  In  whelm  ye  are  alfo  baptized  with  th^ 
**  baptifm  of  Ghrift,  being  circumciied  with  him  :**  would  nbt 
the  Ibbftitatioo  of  circnmcifion  in  the  place  of  baptifm  have 
bwh  clear  i  And  why  is  not  this  as  clear  as  thaf:  would  have 
•been? 

(4.)  We  further  fay.  That  except  he  had  intended  in  fhele 
I  iiirords  to  have  placed  baptifm  as  an  external  ordinance,  in  place 
-  and  ftead  of  outward  circnmcifion,  he  could  never  have  pitched 
upon  a  worfe  inftance  than  that  of  circiuncifion,  which  was  fo 
much  valued  by  them  :  yea,  from  the  very  inflance  he  brings^) 
he  bad  put  a  ftrong  objedton  into  their  mouths,  againu  his  af- 
&rtioo,  ven  10,  That  we  are  every  way  as  complete  without  if, 
as  the  Jews  were  with  it ;  for  then  their  children  enjoyed  an 
ordfoanceof  great  value,  which  ours  are  deprived  of,  having 
none  under  the  gofpei  in  lieu  of  it.     fience  we  argue : 

Argument,  If  the  ordinance  of  baptifm  now  be  appointed  to 
anfwer  the  fame  ends  that  the  circnmcifion  did  to  the  jews,  and 
to  make  IIS  every  way  as  cotn plete  in  privileges  as  circnmcifion  did 
thetn,  then  it  comes  in  the  place  and  room  of  it ;  and  our  chil^ 
dren  have  the  fame  right  to  this,  as  theirs  had  fo  that. 

Bnt  the  antecedent  is  plain,  from  the  fcope  and  argument  of 
the  apoftle  in  this  text  and  context:  Erg9^  Sb  is  the  confe* 
^nent. 

Thcfiim  of  your  anfwer  is,  (i.)  *  That  circumcifion  in  the 
^  A?(b,  is  neither  expreffed  nor  meant  here, ,  but  that  of  Christ 
,  Od  2 
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»  ia  his  oWB  perfoB.  (2.)  That  if  l>^tife  h$d  been  iHMM 
'"  CO  have  eome  to  the  place  of  ckcomcidoa ;  then  it  wovklfol^ 
«  low^  th^i  feii}«ie9  «iaU  be  excluded  from  baptifia.'  t 

Repfy.  Yoar  firft  anfwer  is  manifeflty  falfe  :  for  if  the  «p(K 
ftle.  dUiiogaiOies  of  a  twofold  cirCuaictfioQ,  otie  made  with 
|iaod«,  the  other  made  without  bauds ;  then  it  is  mau^ft^  be 
.  mean;  the  circufncifion  m  theflefig  which  is  now  abbli(he4»  and 
all  its  ends  nod  ufes  anfwered  in  g^pel  hpHfm.  And  whereas 
yoii  (ajf  The  circvmcifion  herefpokeil  of,  is  no  other  but  the 
(cirdimcifioD  of  £hAft  in  his  own  pcrfon ;  I  wonid  gbulLy  |cbo« 
fioy  the  (k^ofliaos  are  faid  to  be  eircttmeifed  in  Chrift's  perfe^ 
'^irpjOHcifimKmljl  And  whether  the  Aa/f^  here  fpokfo  oft 
therewith  they  are  faid  to  be  buriei  ivith  bm^  he  not  meant  <»f 
Cbrtfl's  pergonal  hapiifinioo\  and»  eoofequently,  there  is  ite 
fieed  of  the  outward  ordinance  to  pafs  upba  theim,  or  us ;  bnt 
tffpeciaUys  it  is  worth  while  for  yoo  to  explain  the  reafon  -why 
fie  (Calls  the  Coiofliafls  circomciiton,  a  circutncifim  if  €knfi  mitde 
pfiflMut  hands t  if  he  only  intends  ChriO*s  perfooal  cirotun^^^kni  ^ 
vA\^9l  we  all  know,  that  Chrift's  perfimai  cirtumctfim  was  a  Wf 
^umcifim  made  wkk  hands  ^  and  could  not  poffiUy  be  fqcb  a 
firasmcifim  as  theirs  was,  confining  in  the  ^ai^Mi;  ^  the  body 
of  thf  fins  of  the  fleih^  or  mortification  of  tKetr  corri^ptieina. 
Chrift  had  no  fin  by  propagation,  to  put  off  or  mortify'in  Mi 
-own  peribn.         ' 

(2.)  Your  fecondtfu/u/^r  is  00  lefs  abfurd  ;  Thai^  if  bap^ifot 
,  acccrding  t9  our  argument,  Jucceeds  in  the  place  rf  eircumq^kmt 
-  xthen  females  muft  ke  exchdedjpmt^ptijm.  You  had  as  good 
h«ve  faid,  that  the  enlarjeintnt  of  the  privilege  under  the  g^ 
pel,  IS  no  good  mediuji^  to  prove  we  are  as  complete  now  tipdkr 
haptifm  as  they  werf  under  eircumc^n.  Cannot  ^^^ly^Jllaiid 
ia  the  place  of  cirhipucijion,  becaufe  it  anfwers  all  its  ends  wttb 
an  advantage?  This,  to  me,  is  a  very  ftrange  anfweir;  bow- 
ever,  it  mutt  Aand  in  the  place  of  a  better,  rather  tbaa  baft^ 
Ihall  Aand  in  the  blace  of  circumeifumi 

Obje^.  But  if  buptifm  fucceed  in  the  room  of  cireumei/ism^ 
aod  there  be  (ucfa  an  analogy  betwixt  them,  as  yon  pretend; 
then  it  will  follow,  that  you  are  obliged  to  baptize  your  cbil* 
dt  en  on  the  eighth  day,  as  they  cireumcijed  theirs. 

Sol.  ThepbjeAion  is  frivdous  and  vain:  no  man,  that  I 
.know,  doubts,  but  the  Lord's* fi$pper  i^cceeds  in  the  room  nftd 
place  of  the  paffover.  Chrift  was  the  f nbftaoce  of  that,  as 
well  as  tb'is;  and  that  was  abrogated  by  hif  io(H#aiieii  of  this, 
the  very  fame  night :  as  foon  as  he  and  his  difciples  had  ^^ 
S-at£4  Ac  one,  the  pthcr  ^41  iQftU«tc4,  >ad  immediately  fuc- 


OjBdM  it.  Aad  yei  Chriftiaiis  im  not  obliged  fa  li{if  &»« 
mQHI^  4(^9i  or  hoor«  for  ^he  celebrfttbo  of  the  Lord's  fopper  x 
the  analogy  is  betwixt  the  fobftantial  parts  of  both  ;  amongft 
wM^,  iSe  ^it^l  myflery,  priacipal  ends,  and  proper  fbb- 
je£l5«  areof  pnacipa)  con^craiioo;  not  the  minuter  circDmr 
fiancee  of  tiHie  %nd  place.  In  the  fafiivtr  and  the  Lonts  Jupm 
pw^  there  ^  a  correfposdonce  betwixt  the  proper  fubjeitapf 
both.  Ifo  QHcirctHociied  pet.foni  or  ftranger  to  the  ^wtnant^ 
ttilght  eajtoiF  tbat»  ^xod.  xii.  43,  48.  No  unbelieving  perfon* 
wcircufncUed  in  hw^  hgth  a  right  |o  this,  j  Cor.  i^i.  27,  a8. 
$0  in  the  other ;  the  infants  of  God's  covenanted  peopk  wer^ 
ihe  prcfter  fubfeds  ^  aircumc^/ion  then,  and  £>  they  are  (iaj  we) 
of  baptipi^  now ;  for  the  (ame  procnile  is  ftU],  to  believers  and 
ihw  cfaUdreft*  A^s  ii.  38,  39.  Here  lies  the  anak^gy,  and  not 
la  the  variable  circuinflanc^s  of  ttnae* 

Whereas  yon  fay»  pag.  la.  Uaptifm  cannot  fucceed  cir^iwi^ 
^m^  bw^nie  it  leaves  np^har^fter  or  mark  npon  the  body>  ac 
-Ihat  did.  This  T«ry  obje£lion  of  yours  is  borrowed  in  expreft 
ivords  ix^m  Sopnns,  that  enemy  of  Chrift,  in  d\tp.  de  bapt.  pag. 
ii3j   n$d  folly  anfwcred  by  Maccavius,  kc.com.  pag.  830, 

OhjiSl.  Bat  it  will  be  further  faid,  That  according  toonropi* 
jnioo,  there  can  be  no  analogy,  or  correfpondency,  betwixt  the 
very  fnfajeits  of  both  ordinances:  for  infants  t  at  eight  days  old, 
were  the  proper  fnbje^s  of  circumcifion  ;  bat  the  fubjeAs  of 
hiip^m  were  adalt  believers,  from  the  time  of  its  6rft  inftitntioii  s 
Md  fo  the  «nal<%y  fails  ia  the  very  fubjeAs. 

S^  TIms  obje^ion  is  grounded  upon  a  great  miflake :  ic 
is^yoor  pinion,  not  ours,  that  deAroys  it ;  for  with  us  it  lies 
fairly  in  theie  three  refpcAs  of  it.  (i.)  We  find,  thatattt^e 
£rA  inOitutioQ  of  circumcifion^  Abraham,  the  father,  at  ninety 
years  old,  and  all  the  men  of  his  houfe,  were  firft  circumci/kd. 
Gen.  xviu  25.  26,  ay.  .  Aofwerably,  at  the  firft  inAitatioo  of 
iaptifin^  parents,  maflersof  families,  6r.  being  adult  believers^ 
•were  firft  baptized.  (2.)  After  the  circumcifion  of  Abraham, 
and  the  men  of  bis  houfe,  their  infant-feed  were  alfo  circumci^ 
^d^  the  proffliie  belonging  to  them,  as  well  as  their  parents. 
Aafwevably,  under  the  gqfpeU  the  whole  families  of  hetieven 
were  baptized ;  and  the  promife  runs  to  their  infants  under  the 
gafp^l,  as  it  did  before,  A%  n-  39*  (3O  As  io  the  days  of 
circumcifion^  if  any  Arat^ger  that  had  not  been  (ircumciftd  io  his 
infancy^  ihould  afterward  become  a  proielytc,  and  join  himfelf 
to  the  Lord,'  he  wa.^  to  be  circumcifcd,  of  whatever  age  he  was  t 
,fdmVf  if  any  if^l  (hall  be  comforted,  he  is  to  1^  baptiTui* 
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upon  his  perfboa}  profeffioo  of  faith  :  and  (b  madi  for  the  vdl^ 

I(^.    As  for  yoor  correfpoodeiicy  of  ukntityf  I  caaaot  oiider* 

fiandit. 

I  meet  with  little  more  io  yoar  firft  part,  wbereio  I  have  aof 
coDceromeot;  ooly  there  I  find  four  argdmeats,  io«mood  and 
€gare,  agaibft  the  idoovatidn  of  ^mWirtf/ riff/,  by  homao  ao« 
thority,  iBto  the  worftkip  of  God ;  which  i$  certaiiily  the  beft 
page  in  yoar  book  :  and  of  them  I  have  oothiog  to  iay,  bat 
chat  they  are  good  ware ;  aod  i  very  well  know  the  mark  and 
Dumber  of  that  parcel  of  goods,  aod  to  whom  they  properly 
belong. 

But  yet  before  I  difmils  your  book,  I  think  myielf  concerned 
to  vindicate  one  place  of  icripture  more,  viz:  Rom.  xi.  i6,  17^ 
which  i  alledged  in  the  beginoing  for  the  confirmation  of  our 
firft  propolifion,  viz.  That  God*s  covenant  with  Abraham,  Geo* 
ivU.  is  the  Umt  covenant  for  ftebftance  we  Gentile  believers  are 
DOW  under. '  **  If  the  firfi -fruits  be  holy,  the  lump  is  alfo  hOf> 
'**  ty :  and  if  the  root  be  holy,  fo  ate  the  branches.  And  »f 
^*  lomeof  the  branches  be  broken  ofT,  and  thou»  being  a  wild 
**  olive,  wetr  graffed  in  among  them,  and  with  them  partakeft 
^*  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive-tree,  boaft  not  agaioft  the 
^'  branches,"  6fc.  This  place  is  defervediy  of  great  value  with 
'us,  to  prove,  that  we  Gentile  'believers,  with  our  infant^Jeed, 
are  iovefted  under  the  go/pel  with  the  fame  fubftantiat  privileges 
chat  the  Jews  and  their  infants  formerly  enjoyed.  Here,  with- 
out opening  one  term,  you  proceed^  in  your  wonted  manner, 
oonfideotiy  to  deny  the  arguments  of  our  learned  divines  from 
this  place.  I  (hall  therefore  open  this  famous  text,  and  rego* 
larly  deduce  the  right  of  Gentile  believers  infants  to  bapti/m 
from  it.     And  here,  keeping  to  the  rules  above  ; 

( I.)  I  note,  that  verfes  13,  14,  15.  give  us  the  true  level  and 
fcope  of  the  apoftle'c  argnment,  which  is  to  prove  the  calliog- 
in-ag»o  of  the  Jews,  though  for  the  prefeot  broken  off;  and 
on  this  ground  to  excite  himfelf  to  all  diligence  for  their  con- 
irerfion,  aod  fupprefs  ail  glorying  and  boa/ling  in  the  Gentile 
believers,  as  if  they  were  more  worthy  than  thofe,  becaufe^hey 
fill  dieir  rooms  aod  places. 

\  (2.)  To  prove  the  calling  again  of  the  Jews,  he  argues 
firongly,  verfe  16.  from  the  foederal  hoKnefs  derived  to  the 
branches  from  their  root  or  aoceftors ;  namely,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  with  whom  the  covenant  was  made,  Gen.  xvii. 
<«  For  if  the  iirO-frott  be  holy,  the  lump  is  alfo  My  ;  aod  if 
'*  the  root  be  holy,  fo  are  the  branches  ;'*  f.  e,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
aod  Jacobs  being  iQ4;:oveoa9t  with  God|   z^fo^deral  h9&nefs,\g 
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Ifirom  them  derived  to  the  braaches.  /\nd  this  can  be  oo  other  than 
a  foederal  holinefsi  becauie  thqfe  their  aoceAors  were  Utterly  on- 
capable  to  tranfmit  any  iohereat  hoiioels  to  tbeoiy  that  beiDg  the 
iQcommoaicable  prerogative  of  God.  This  f&ideral  holinifs  ly- 
iDg\  dill  ID  the  root  (the  covenant  with  Abraham)  will '  recover 
the  biraoches  agaio  to  life,  though  at  prefeot  many  of  them  be 

'  broken  off;  as  Job  fpeaks  io  another  cafe,  Job  xiv.  7,  8,  9; 
**  There  is  hope  of  a  tree»  though  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will 
''  fproat  agaio,  aod  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not 
**  ceafe  ;  though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earthy  and 
**  the  ftock  thereof  dry  in  the  ground ;  yet  through  the  fcent 
,'*  of  water  it  will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant/' 

(3.)  We  affirm,  by  the  authority  of  this  text,  That  all  the 
Jewifh  nation  was  not  broken  off,  but  only  a  part  o^  it :  So  the 

'  17th  verfe  plainly  declares ;  '<  And  if  fome  of  the  branches  be 
4<  broken  off,"  he.  Not  ail,  but  fome;  for  many  of  thfm 
were  converted  to  Chrift ;  we  read  of  three  thoufand  at  one 
iermon,  A^ls  it  and  multitudes  more  at  other  times.  All  thefe 
converted  Jews  ftood  in  the  apoftle*s  time  as  branches  in  the 
true  oUve«  Aill  enjoying  all  their  privileges ;  and  that  which 
brake  off  them  that  were  broken,  off,  was  nothing  elftbut  their 
own  nnbelief :  Ver.  20.  ''-Weli  then,  be^aufe  of  unbelief  diey 
'*  were  broken  off."  For  at  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpei,  a 
new  article  was  added  to  their  creed  \  namely,  That,  this  (ame 
Jefus^  whom  they  had  crucified,  is  the  promifed  and  true  MeA 
iiah.  This  fome  believed,  and  fo  flood  by  faith,  ftill  enjoying 
all  their  ancient  privileges  oif  the  covenant :  Others  believed  not, 
and  their  unbelief  broke  them  off. 

(4.)  We  find  in  this  place  two  forts  of  branches  growing  up* 
on  this  root  Abraham ;  fome  natural  branches ;  namely,  Jews 
by  nature,  embracing  Chrift  by  faith  ;  others  wild  and  foreign 
branches,  tt;f;s.  Gentiles  by  nature,  but  ingrafted  byfaith,  and 
by  dieir  ingrafture  growing  among  the  natural  branches,  and 
with  them  partaking  of  the  root'  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive- tree, 
verfe  17.  that  is,  the  rich  privileges  of  the  covenant  and  pro- 
mife  to  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  '<  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to 
**  thy  feed."  This  is  the  fwcet  juice,  or  fatnefs  of  the  olive- 
tree,,  which  both  forts  of  branches  live  upon,  ver.  17.  fome  on 
the  external,  others  on  the  internal ;  fome  on  both. 

(5.)  Thefe  naturally  wild,  but  now  ingrafted  branches,  vizz 
the  believing  G entiles y  being  grafted  by  faith  amongft  the  nato- 
ral  branches,  and  with  them  fucking  the  fatnefs  of  the  fame 
root 'and  olive;  that  is  to  fay,  the  privileges,  ordinances,  and 
fraocbif^  of  the  church }  we  cannon  but  judge  it  to  be  a  oata- 
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ral,  dear,  and  neceflary  confequcot,  that  the  rame  privili^ 
the  nataral  branches  once  had«  aod  the  remaining^  brao<£et 
(attioagft  whom  the  Gehtile  believers  were  Ingrafted)  then  had  \ 
the  very  fame  the  Gentile  believers^  and  their  children,  do  now 
enjoy,  by  virtue  of  their  intereft  in  the  fame  root ;  elfe  we  can- 
not  underhand  how  we  (hould  be  laid  to  partake  mtb  them  (f 
the  root  and  fatnejs  of  tbe  olive.  Certainly  the  fAp  is  the  ftine 
^hich  the  root  (ends  into  all  the  branches.  Whether  they  be  oa- ' 
tnral,  or  ingrafted  ones ;  and  is  as  plentifully  communicated  to 
Che  ingrafted,  as  to  tbe  natural  branches :  Fbr  the  watering  of 
this  olive  with  the  more  rich  and  plentiful  grace  of  the  gofpel, 
mofi  make  the  olive-tree  as  fat  and  flouri(hing  as  ever  it  was,  to 
fupply  all  its  branches,  and  more  thad  ever  before. 

Seeing  tKen  we  Gentiles  have  (i.)  the  fame  grafting  into  the 
true  olive  ;  and  {i,\  that  our  prefent  grafting  in,  is  anfwerablt 
lo  their  prefent  cafting  out ;  and  (3.)  that  their  re-ingrafting, 
ID  the  end  of  the  world,  (hall  be  the  fame  for  ibbftance  that 
ours  now  Is^  and  their  own  firft  was :  For  when  they  were  firft 
taken  id,  they,  and  their  children,  were  taken  in  tcigether ; 
When  they  were  broken  off,  they  and  their  children  were  broken 
ofF  together  ;  add  when  they  (hall  be  taken  in  again,  they  aud  . 
their  children  (hall  be  taken  in  dgain  s  Aud  (4.)  feeing  all  thefb 
their  expefted  mercies  are  (ecured  to  them'  by  the  covenant  made 
with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  which  will  extend  again  to  them 
when  their  unbelirf  (hall  be  taken  away ;  methink^  (as  was  faid 
Wore)  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  this  conclu(ion.  That  we 
Gentile  believer^  are  now  invefted  with  the  fame  privileges  they 
once  enjoyed  ;  and  our  children  have  the  fame  foederal  hoUneft 
or  relation  to  the  covenants  theirs  had,  by  being  grafted  amoogft 
them,  and  living  on  the  fame  fap  they  did,  and  that  by  the  ikoMr 
promife,  Afts  ii.  39. 

Bdt  you  will  fay,   There  is  no  mentlod  here  made  of  the 

grafting  in  6f  our  children  with  us.     We  reply.  Neither  it 

there  ady  mention  here  made  of  the  breaking  off  6f  their  cMh- 

dren  with  thein ;  which  yet  was  fo.    Nor  was  there  need  to  fay 

/it,  feeidg  both  their  infants  and  ours  are  comprehended  iii  thw 

farents^  as  twigs  are  comprehended  in  the  branch,  or  buds  ia 

the  graft,  and  the  one  being  holy,  (b  is  the  ether.     And  thit 

foederal  holinefs  of  the  children  is  not  only  mentioned^  in  this 

Aapter,  ver.  16.  butalfoin  1  Cor.vii.  14.  Noii/ an  your  cM^ 

dren  My.     And  the  very  fame  promife,  which  conveyed  the  fat- 

ocfs  of  the  olive  to  Abraham's  natural  feed,   manifeffly  extendb 

>fcif  to  the  Centiie  believers  feed,  Afts  ii.  38,  39.  And  if  mci^ 

^ill  not  fiittt  their  eyes,  and  ftodj  cvaiioosi  \rtiat  m  be  j^ftitt^ 
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'^  fr<^  fcfiptore  thao  this  irkplicadoa'  and  apjIUcatioli  of  tlni 
jfristce  ?  We  have  with  ds  th^cotifeot  of,  the  geoeralityof  orchodoK 
cxpoiitors ;  the  fenfe  itfelf  is  geouine,  eary,  aDd  ooconftfaioedi 
agreedbie  with  the  letter  and  kope  of  the  tejtt;  Whctben  iht 
(enie  yon  fet  up  againft  it,  bie  as  probable  as  this»  we  come  next 
to  examioe.  And  truly,  fir,  ^oor  aDiWer  h  as  ambigooss  as^i 
Delphic  Oracle  :  Por  (i.)  you  tell  us,  page  8.  I'hat  the  ingrtrfi^ 
ing./pQken  of  in  this  place,  is  into  the  invijibk  churchy  ty  ehc-* 
Hon,  We  fay,  it  is  into  the  vifible  church,  by  profel&m  of 
faith;  for  we  koow  not  how  to  il&derAand  aoybreakuigo^  v 
from  the  invifible  church,  or  falliog  firoitl  deAiDO  :  But  if  is 
like,  you  better  coofidered  the  coofequents  of  thait  opittiAo/ 
drawn  upon  you  by  Mi:  Sydeuhara,  ia  bis  85th  p^i  and 
therefore,  nanfeatiug  thofe  dregs  of  Armioiaoirm,  youJpeak 
more  orthodoxly  to  the  poiut,  pagje  27. ;  Where  you  faondUy 
acknowledge.  That  the  church  of  the  Jews  afid  Gentiles,  as  Id 
tbe  true  c&acc  and  inward  fabftaoce  of  either,  is  ose  alid  Ae 
lame :  tn  which  refpeA,  the  believing  Gentiles,  accanliiig  t<l 
the  apoAle's  metaphor,  are  here  fald  t6  be  grafted  in  ai&ad|^ 
them,  and,  with  them,  to  be  made  partakers  of  the  root  and  fat« 
nefs  of  the  olive-tree  :  And  in  refer^cc  hereunto,  it  is  right^ 
added  by  the  apoAie,  that  the  gifts  and  (callings  o^  Crod  ard 
(without  repentance :  The  inward  fubfts^usB  of  the  chtlrch,  aoct 
covenant  of  grace,  whereon  it  is  fponiSled,  beiog  invariable,  as<t 
which  (hall  for  ever  remain  iiiimoveable,  though  the  oot^ai^ 
form  and  adminillration  be  not  fo.  Well  then,  frocb  hence  w^ 
have  gained  two  things  :  (i.)  That  the  chiirch  of  the  Jews  au<l 
Gentiles  are  eiTentiatly  anci  fubfiantially  the  iame  cburch«  (t«^ 
That  the  Jews  were  not  broken  off  from  the  invifible  diurch^ 
or  from  faith  and  eleflion }  for  thefe,  you  truly  fay,  are  invA* 
riable  and  immoveable  t  And  if  ydu  had  denied  it,  the  apoftW 
nfTures  us,  that  the  fou^ndation  of  God  Hands  fare  ;  and  thai 
the  gifts  and  calling!  of  God  are  without  repentance.  But  what 
then  was  their  breaking  oiF,  and  the  Gentiles  grafting  In,  whiclr 
made  this  p-eat  alteration  in  the  church  ?  CaO  it  1^  atiy  thiiiif 
clfe,  but  our  ingrafting  into  the  vifiblexiiurcb,  by  the  praCefliiotl» 
of  our  faith,  from  whence  the  Jews  were  broken  off  for  iheh** 
unbelief?  For  certainly,  from  the  invifible  church  they  wero; 
0ot  broken  off,  and  into  the  invifible  church,  muldttides  ^f 
prpfeffing  Chriftians  are  not  ingrafted*  It  is  e? ident,  theieforei' 
by  grafting  us  into  the  olive  ^ree,  he  means  the  vlfible  chuik:h  ^ 
nnd  by  the  fatnefs  thereof,  the  orditiances  and  privileges  of  that 
^urch,  Thqugh  we  deny  not  but  all  tmexM  ptoUttatl^jtMi 
Vol..  VIII.  ._««.* 
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memberf  of  the  invifible  ^horch  zlfo,  and  do  bdloog  to  tliie  ele^s^  \ 

fioo  of  grace ;   but  that  Js  doc  the  breaking  ofT^  or  graftiog  in^  j 

hcr«  fpokeo  of.  *t  1 

Aod'ooWy  havtog  given  up  Mr  Tombes's  notion  of  the  invi<* 
fible  cbnrch,  and  eleAion,  you  are  again  put  to  your  fliifts  ;  ! 

»nd  ntuft  either  (hoffle,  and  feek  to  bide  yourielf  in  an  heap  of     ,       ' 
Araoge  and  uhinteliigibie  diftioAioDS,  or  (which  had  been  much 
fiiirer)  honeftly  have  yielded  the  caute  ;  and,  wherever  you  meet 
with  them,  I  find  a  whole  troop  of  diftin£lions  rallied  together  i 

for  this  purpofe,  page  23,  24. 

•  This  grafting  in  (Fay  yoo)  rniy  be  either  iiito  the  vifiWe,  or 

*  invifiUe  church  ;    cither  by  fairh,   profeffion  of  faith,  or  bf 

*  fomc  outward  ordinance.   Children  may  be  either  grown  men,' 
or  infa&ts.     The  ingrafting  fa\  inay  be  either  certain,  or  pro- 

*;  baUe.*  Certain,  either  by  reafpo  of  eleAion,  or  their  fratilrat 
<  (HTthy  being  children  of  believersi  Probable,  as  being  likely  ; 
^  dtber  becaufc  frequently,  or  for  the  moft  part,  it  happens  fo : 
^  Though  necefllkry,  and  fi>  not  certain/  The  thing  to  be 
proved,  is,  That  the  children  of  believers  are  in  the  covenant 
of  free  grace  in  Qirift,  and  by  virtue  thereof,  to  b&  baptized 
into  the  communion  of  the  vifible  church. 

Meplf.  Words  enough,  and  diltindiions  enough,  t&  reduce 
the  text  to  an  indivifible  point.  But  whither  doth  all  this  tend  I 
I  will  afk  yon'two  or  three  plain  queliions,  and  then  make  what 
Hie  yon  pkafe  of  your  dift>n£lions.  (f.)  Whether  the  breakin^^ 
eff  of  the  Jews,  an<{  the  ingrafting  of  the  Gentiles,  here  fpoken 
^f,  have  retation  to  the  mvifible'  church  by  eleftion,  or  to  the 
t^dlfir/f  ^ifti/rc^  by  profef&on  of  faith,  and  ibme  outward '  ordi- 
stfQce?  (2.)  Whether,  if  it  were  into  the  vifible  cfanrch  by 
profeffion  of  faith  that  the  Gentile  believers  were  grafted  in,  as^ 
donbtlefs  is  was  (and  by  relincjuilhiag  the  former  fenfe,  you  here  - 
&em  to  yield  it,  faying,  this  ingrafture  may  be  certain,  upon  the 
djcconntof  natural  birth,  being  children  of  believers);  then  I 
woaid  fam  know,  why  yon  fo  ftate  the  qQeftk)n,  as  to  make 
the  certainty  of  believers  childrens  intereft  in  Chrift  to  be  the 
<9nly  ground  of  their  admiffion  into  the  communion  xA  the  vifible 
eburch  ?  This  (fay  you)  muft  firft  be  proved,  or  no  baptifat 
lor.  them« 

Alas,  poor  infants  f   to  what  har^  terms  are  they  here  tied 

up  ?  Very  much  harder  than  the  terms  any  of  your  own  fociety 

ar^  tied  to  :  And  if  baptiim  muft  be  fufpeDded,«till  this  point' 

€^  be  deared,  that  the  perfon  to  be  baptized  be  firft  in  €hrift» 

id^tn  the  c%^enanM^frie  grace^  as  to  the  Caving  benefits  there^, 

\  cbc^  farQWeii  to  ^  ba^mi  boch  ^f  iafanM  anil  adult  pt(> 
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HfSkt  too.  For  how  can  you  fH-Qve,  that  the  {lerforis  yoo  bsp* 
t'tte^  are  all,  or  any  of  them,  really  in  Cbrift  T  May  they  not 
deceive  yoo,  as  Simon  Magns  did  Peter  ?  I  did  not  think  yon 
bad  proceeded  in 'this  matter  upon  a  certainty,  bnt  a  probability  f 

"  And  if  yoo  proceed  with  yours  upon  the  grooods  of  probabi^i 
Uty ;    how  come  yoo  to  tie  op  the  childrea  of  believers,  to  a 

^  certainty  of  thek  iatereft  in  Chrift  as  the  antecedent  fufpeodent 
condition  of  their  baptifin  ?  We  need  difpute  no  more  aboQt 
the  proper  fohjefiis  of  baptifm,  for  by  this  account  we  have  loft 
the  ordinance,  of  baptifm  itfelf. 

We  thooght,  (ir,  that  our  childreas  title  to  baptiim  was  dc*^* 
rived  to  them  from  their  believing  parents,  as  the  chiklren  of  the 
Jews  was  to  drco^cifipn^  frcnn  their  circamcifed  and  profefling 
paretits ;  and  that  the  lame  promife  which  conveyed  thdr  chll- 
drens  privilege  to  them,  Gen.  xvii.  bad  conveyed  the  right  of 
believers  children  to  baptifm  onto,  them  aUb,  Ads  ii.^3J,  39. 
and  that  the  root  being  holy,  the  branches  are  holy  alfo^  that  i9 
foederaliy  holy,  &oa^  3d.  liS.  But  to  this  yoo  make  foch  an 
anfwer  as  aftoniflies  me  to  read,  page  26 ;  where  allowing  A* 
braham  to  be  the  root,  yon  fay,  "  The  holinefs  here  fpokenof, 
^*  is  firft  io  refpeA  of  God's  eledion  ;  holinefs  perfonai  and  in- 
^  herent,  in  God -s  mteation  :  £ph.  t.  4.  '^  He  hath  cboten  os  19 
/^'  him,  that  we  (hoold  be  holy/'  (i.)  It  is  alfo  holinefs  de* 
/  rivative ;  but  not  from  any  ancestors,  bat  from  Abraham  on- 

*  ly ;  and  that  qot  as  a  natur^l^  bot  a  fpirkual  father ;  wherei- 
Mn  he  is  a  lively  image,  or  figuce  of  Cbrift,  and  is  derived 

*  from  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  paHed  in  his  name  to  him 
'  and  his  feed.    And,  laftly,  it  ihall  be  inherent,  being  adoally 

*  comtfluincated  by -the  Spirit  of  God,  when  tbey  fiiall  be  ac* 

*  toally  caHed/ 

Reply,  Here  we  fee  Into  what  brakes  and  ^ts  meq  ma  theoH 

fdves,  when. they  depart  frqpi  the  plain  and  fafe  path  in  explica  ; 

tions  of  fcriptore.     Here  is  fuch  a  tripartite  difiinBion  of  boU* 

.tiefs,  as  I  never  met  with  before,    ^i.)  Here  is  perfonai  holinefa 

,  ^inherent  in  Go<Cs  intentibn.    By  this  you  mod  either  mean  tmc* 

tification  decreed  for  them,  and  to  be  befiowed  00  themat  th^ 

time  of  their  calling ;   and  then  it  is  coincident  with  the  third 

.tnember  of  your  dihinAion.     Or  elfe  yod  meaq,  that  it  is  iioli« 

nefs  inherent  in  the  intention  of  God,  as  an  accident  in  its  fob- 

.  jeft ;   and  then  the  fimplidty  of  God's  nature  refifts  yotir  in- 

congruoos  notion.     Bu(  it  would  be  a  left  crime,  to  confound 

',lU%e£rft  with  the  laft  member  of  your  vain  and  feif*creaiedj(U* 

E  c  3t 
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^\oSt\ou,  fim  tq  fpjuk  ^biags  To  rcpagnaat  to  the  BmpUt  anl 

ijsoompoanded  nature  of  Gpd. 

Or  if  your  meaniog  be,  Tba^  tbis  hdioefs  is  io  Qod  by  way 
pf  iotpntiQQ,  bnt  10  thedi  by  way  of  inhefioii ;  tbat  will  oor 
fieltyer  yon  pot  of  yoor  coQfaQoo  iieither»  bot  ma  yoo  into 
^eater  :  For  then  you  coofouod  (he  immanent  with  the  tranfienf 
^8  of  God,  and  make  the  (ame  thing  at  the  fame  time^  to  be 
l^orely  'to  ioteouoo,  and  iu  e:i(ecutioo  ;  or  to  be  ooly  to  God'$ 
fMirppfe  to  beOow  hereafter,  aod  yet,  at  the  prefeot,  iohereot  iii 
|he  perfoq^  he  iuteods  it  for :  So  that  I  moft  leave  your  strange 
fiotiop  'of  perlooal  bolioefs  inherent  io  God^  iatentioo,  to  be 
^cleared  by  a  more  metaphyfical  he^  than  miue;  or  cMe  to  Aand, 
^mpog  other  rare  ^nd  onioteiligiblfe  notions,  to  be  admired  att4 
applauded  by  the  ignorant  'reader. 

But  theu>  when  we  come  to  the  fecoud  member  of  your  dt«( 
Aio£tioo»  1  am  as  much  at  a  lofs  to  fmd  your  ieofe  as  before  ; 
for  there  you  tell  us,  *  The  hoUoefs  here  fpokeo  of,  is  a  deri- 
i  vatfve  holioefs  alfo ;  and  that  from  Abraham  only ;  and  froni 
f  him,  Qot  ^8  a  oatural,  but  a  %iritoaI  father^  refembling  Chrift 
i  herein/ 

Ripfy'  This  word  derivative  is  an  equivocal  word,  and  may 
lignify  either  inherit  per/onai  holinejs^  or  foederai  bcJine/s  ;  for 
;  both  of  them  are  derived.    If  you  iay  the  fdrmer,  it  looks  too 
1>tad(  and  borrid  for  n^e  to  believe  yoo  mean  it,  though  you 
ihonld  (fiy  you  mean  it ;  for  then  you  make  Abraham  not  onlj^ 
•the  figure  ^nd  inaage  of  CbriA,  as  you  fp^k,  but  Chrift  himfelf^ 
by  atfribntifig  to  Abraham  Chrift's  iocommuoicable  property  an(| 
prerogative.    Theo  Abraham  may  fay  to  all  his  children,   as 
Chrift  doth,  Johu  «v.  4,  5.   Jam  tie  vine,  ye  are  tke  tranches^ 
^c  nl  am  he  that  fanj^ifies  you.    But  if  you  mean  the  laft  {i^ 
'fiecefiarily  you  muft,  if  you  mean  any  thing  that  hath  orthodo^i^ 
feofe  in  it)  thep  this  derivative  hoHnefe  you  fpesk  of,  is  not  per* 
ijbnal  holineft,  or  internal  fan6lification,    but  foedexAl  holinefi^ 
derived  from  oovenanted  anceftors,  or  parents  to  their  children  % 
and  ^herein  yon  come  over  to  us,  and  tp  the  true  feufe  of  the 
text.    But  v^hy  muft  this  be  f^uee^ed  from'  you  with  (o  much 
difficulty  I  fivA  why  did  you  hide  this  foederal  hofinefi  nnder  an 
.  ^tjUivocal  terno^  left  you  ftiouid.  (eem  to  yield  the  controverfy 
^th  a  wprd  I  This  is  not  fair. 

OljtRn  \f  you  fay  >ve  are  tpp  hafty^  ai^d  |riiimph  before  the 
i^Aoify  :  %iK  though  you  do  yield  it  to  be  a  ^d^rai  hqltnefs^ 
yet  i^  is  fuch  as  can  be  deri^e^l  from  no  o^her  father^  or  proge*; 
ifiteor,  \s5X  Abraham  ooly. 

§;/•  X^?i^  ^^  \  ^9S^.  m  ^9'  ^m.  %<|  and  J[a«>l?#  ^  \^^\ 


I  A  Repfy  to  Mr.  Carfs  JbUnm  CaH.  ait 

to  he  fhe  root  aod  firA-fmit,  as  well  as  Abraham,  feeing  the  co«- 
veoant  was  jomdy  and  exprefsly  made  with  them  all  three/  an! 
thereby  they  became  root  and  firfi-^froit  of  that  holy  nation : 
And  if  that  people  becaHed  the  feed  of  Abraham,  they  are  al(b 
lealied  the  feed  of  Jacob ;  abd  if  father^hood  be  afcrfbcd  to  A- 
* '  brafaam,  it  is  afcribcd  to  Jacob  too,  I(a.  Iviii.  14.  And  if  Abra- 
ham be  -firft  named  in  the  covenant,  fois  Jacob  :  See  Lev.  ^xvH, 
42.  Bat  if  you  allow  thefe  three  patriirchs^  perhaps  that  is  aH 
yoo  will  allow ;  for  yon  fecm  to  fay,  that  no  foederal  hoRnefs 
fcan  be  derived  from  any  other  prbgenitors.  Good  fir,  whatever 
yonr  own  private'  opinion  be  in  this  matter,  allow  ns  to  believe 
otherwHe,  ms  long  as  thofe  icriptnres,  i  Cor.  vii,  14.'  and  Ads 
|i;  39.  fland  in  our  Bibles :  For  we  cannot  think  bat  the  foede^ 
ral  holinefs  of  children  rcfplts  from  the  immediate  parenfs  fa!th» 
or  covenantviiitereft,  as  well  as  from  the  remoter  progenitors  s 
<e]fe  we  cannot  nnderftand  how  the  Corinthians  children  ihonld 
be  holy,  or  bow  the  promife  ftibuld  belong  to  the  children  df 
fhem  that  ate  afar  ofF,  viz.  the  Gentiks,  who  conld  derive  no 
fiich  thing  to  tbeir  children  by  a  lineal  defcent  from  Abraham, 
If  but  only  as  they  became  mgrafted  branches  by  faith  ;   and  ^ 

Tuck  the  ^neft  of  the  olive  to  diemfelves,  and  to  their  buds,  or 
:  children,  as  the  natural  branches  did.    1  defire  you  to  confider 

'  ^Ifo,  how  this  covenant  pafled,  as  you  fay  it  did,  to  Abraham 

and  bis  feed,  in  Chrift*s  name,  if  it  be  the  lame  with  Adam^s 
fovenant^  Did  that  pafs  to  Adam  in  Chrift's  name  too  > 

I  have  now  difpatcbed  what  1  at  firft  promifed  and  intended,. 
piz.  the  confutation  of  my  friends  miftakes  about  the  cove-' 
nants  ;  and  the  vindication  of  thoie  fcriptUres,  by  which  our 
arguments,  deduced  from  one  of  them,  are  (Confirmed.  And 
now  I  have  no  farther  concernment  with  Mr.  Csirj'sjokmn 
call;  f^ve  only  to  note  liis  high  confidence,  rafn,  and  moft 
uncbrifiian  cenfnres,  of  all  his  diflferiug  friends  and  brethren, 
with  which  he  concludes  his  difcourfe ;  wherein  he  calls  truants 
I  hfttfin, 

jr  (i.)  A  great  ah/e  in  the  divine  worftnpy  page  242,  243.  And 

yet  he  that  fo  calls  it,)never  looked  half  way  into  the  controver- 

'  vjX    nor  is  able,  without  manifeft  (hunting,  and  contradi£lion, 

faoth  to  the  words  of  God,  and  his  own  words,  to  anfwer  oUr 

arguments;  as  is  here  made  too  evident. 

(2.)  That  it  is  no  other  than  a  change  of  a  divine  inflitutlon, 

and,  faking  void  the  commandment  rf  Chriji^^  the  horrid  fin 

^  irharged  by  Chrifl  upon  thofe  hypocrites^  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 

n&eSi  Mattb.  xv.  6.    With  no  better  than  thefe  doth  he  radk 
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and  iflbdate  the  many  thoafands  of  God't  choice  and  dear  peoi? 

pie,  who  differ  io  fhis  circamftaDtial  point  from  bim. 

(3.)  He  compares  it  with  the  fm  of  Nadab  and  Abihn ;  and 
,ivith  that  of  liirael,  with  refpeA  to  the  ark,  i  Chron.  xv.  1 3.  A 
fiOy  which  provoked  the  Lord  to  execute  jadgment,  by  an  im« 
idediate  ftroke  in  fire/rom  heaven  upon  th6m.  Thns  Mr  Cary 
it  ready  to  caU  far  fire  from  heaven  upon  his  brethren.  Alas, 
poor  man  1  Jie  knows  not  what  fpirit  he  is  rf^  as  Chrift  told  the 
difdples  in  a  like  cafe.  It  i$  weii  we  are  not  in  his  hands,  to  ex- 
ecute the  wrath)  as  well  as  charge  the  guilt  upon  ns.  But  I 
hope  all  this  is  bat  raOioeis  in  him. 

(4.J  He  affirms  it  to  be  no  lefs  than  a  tranfgreffing  of  the  law^ 
#  changing  cf  the  ordinaneeSf  and  a  breaking  of  the  everlafting 
covenant.  If  it  be  a  tranfgrefling  of  the  law,  he  (hould  have 
ihewn  us  in  what  fcripture  that  law  that  forbids  it  is,  or  where 
God  hath  repealed  his  former  grant  to  the  children  of  his  cove- 
nant-people. And  for  the  changing  of  the  ordinances^  1  am  of 
opinion,  it  is  he  that  is  guilty  oi  chat  (la,  and  not  we  :  For  we 
have  proved,  God  fettled  this  privilege  upon  the  infant^feed  of 
bis  people ;  that  the  prom^Cy  under  the  gofpel,  continues  dill  t0 
them ;  and  if  he  exclude  them  from  baptiim,  he  changes  the 
ordinance  of  God.  And  for  breaking  the  everlafting  covenant, 
.for  wbich  be  cites  Ifa.  xxiv.  5,  6.  the  Xx)rd  make  him  fenfible 
of  the  danger  be  hatli  put  himfelf  under,  from  that  ver]^'  text 
he  produces  againft  us ;  for  it  is  maoifefVy  that  the  covenant 
hcrcfpoken  of,  is  God's  covenant  with  Abraham,  renewed  with 
^the  Ifraelites  at  Sinai,  which  in  that  text  is  truly  called  an  ever- 
.  lafling  covenaot ;  when,  mean  time,  Mr.  Cary  hath  proiiounced 
St  to  be  an  Adam's  covenant,  and  now  utterly  aboIiOied.  Who 
Js  it,  fir,  that  fights  againft,  and  changes  this  everlafting  cove* 
oant,  you  or  we,  that  are  for  its  continuance  to  us  and  our 
children? 

(5.)  He  affirms  tbefe  things  to  be  of  faigheft  concernment  to 
OS.  If  fo,  then  Aire  it  muft  follow,  that  repentance  from  dead 
"Works,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  muft  be  infe- 
rior things  to  them  ;  for  nothing  c^n  be  higher  than  the  higheft, 
or  equal  with  it.  And  then  by  making  them  the  chief  funda- 
flieotals  in  religion,  as  that  expreflion  doth  (if  it  be^not  ^  vain 
and  finful  hyperbole)  the  faivation  or  damnation  of  men  depends 
opon  compliance  or  non-compliance  with  them.  And  then, 
whtiber  muft  you  fend  all  God's  people  in  the  world,  that  differ 
from  yoo  ?  Sir,  I  find  your  brethren'  in  the  appendix  to  their 
confe^ibn  of  faith,  page  1 10,  placing  one  of  thefe  which  yoti 
nake  of  higheft  conceriimcnt,  among  the  other  circumflancei 
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of  religion  ;  aad  doubtlefs  that  is  ia  its  proper  place  :  Nor  do  I 
fee  bow  they  can  free  themfelv^s  from  panicipatioo  la  your  fin, 
till  they  have  admonilhed  you  for  it,  aad  caofed  you  to  expuga  , 
it  oat  of  your  book. 

(6.)  That  is  a  fettling  of  your  threftiolda  by  God's  threffiold : 
Thefe  words  you  recite  from  Ezek.  xliti.  8.  which  fpeak  of  the 
idotatrous  kings  of  Judah  and  ifrael  buildiog  temples  aod  altars 
for  their  idols,  io  or  oear  the  courts  of  the  temple  of  God  ;  as 
the  Englijb  annotations  oq  the  text  will  inform  you  ;  aa  abomi- 
nation that  defiled  God's  holy  name,  a  wicfeednefs  not  to  be 
named,  and  for  which  the  Lord  confnmed  them,  and  calls  ic 
whoredom  in  the  next  words.  Here,  (ir«  yon  have  exceeded  all 
the  bounds  of  fociety  and  ChriAian  charity,  and  made  this  cir* 
cumftantiai  difTerence  about  the  proper  fubjeA  of  baptifm  the 
groifeft  heatheni(h  idolatry  in  the  world ;  and  confequently  dif*' 
^Ived  the  bonds  of  Chriftian  charity,  and  broken  off  all  com- 
munion with  as ;  for  with  fuch  idolaters  you  ought  not  to  have 
any  commnnion. 

Your  more  wife  and  moderate  brethren,  in  the  place  above-' 
tited,  tell  us,  *  They  are  loth  hereby  to  alienate  their  a^dions' 
*  or  converfations  from  any  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  are  witling 
*'  to  participate  of  the  labours  of  thofe  whom  God  hath  endued* 
'  with  abilities  above  themfelves;  qualified  and  called  to  the  mi- 
'  niflry  of  the  word  ;  defirous  of  peace,  and  not  of  renewed. 
t  contefls  hereabout.'  This  is  a  language  of  another  air :  And 
if  they  be  (as  I  dare  not  fufpeft  but  they  ard)  fmcere  in  that 
profeffion,  they  dare  not  comprobate  fuch  a  defperate  and  nn- 
<^riftian  cenfure  as  yours  js :  if  they  do,  then  we  may  eafily 
guefs  what  our  lot  and  treatment  (hall  be,  whenever  Anabaptifm 
gets  the  afcendant  in  England  ;  we  may  expeA  as  civil  ufage  as 
is  due  to  grofs  idolaters^  and  no  better :  But  I  hope  tetter 
things. 

(7.)  Yon  fay,  that  as  thefe  things  are  of  higheft  concernment, 
fo  they  ought  to  be  our  mojt  ferious  pra£fice  and  endeavour,  page 
243.  ult.  Good  Lord  !  whither  bath  zeal  for  an  opinion  tranf- 
ported  you  !  Our  mofi  ferious  pracliee  and  endeavour!  Sir,  I 
thought  the  ]moft  ferious  practice  of  a  mimfter  had  been  to 
preach  Chrift  and  faivation  tq  the  fouls  of  men,  and  not  to  bap« 
tize:  lam  fure  St«  Paul  reckoned  fo;  Chrift  fent  me  not  to 
baptize^  but  to  preach ;  that  is,  baptifm  is  not  my  principal 
work,  or  main  bufinefs.  And  ver.  i^Kh^  he  thanks  Cod  be  had' 
baptized  none  of  them  but  Crifpus  and  Craius,  1  believe  be  neVer 
uttered  fuch  an  expreifion  about  his  other  work  of  preaching 
Chrift.    And  for  aii  ChriAians^  I  thought  th^  fecurbg  of  their' 
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Sniereft  ia  Chrift,  lining  ia  the  dottes  of  commaoioo  With  hidf|^ 
watcbiDg  their  hearts,  aod  mortifyiog  their  corruptions,  h^a 
been  the  pbjeA  matter  of  their  ihoft  ferious  praAice,  and  faith« 
ful  elDdea?oiir ;  and  not  the  litigatioQS  aboat  baptifm.  Bat  I' 
hope  thefe  were  oaly  iacQofiderate  expreifions,  falling  frooi 
your  pen,  wbtIA  joo  were  in  a  paroxiim  of  zeal,  or  a  traofporlr 
in  the  height  of  a  conceited  triumph:  But  whatever  was  the 
cauie,  I  am  fure  you  ought  to  revoke  and  repent  fuch 
words. 

(8.)  Tott  wi(h  ymr  Ujlimony  riff  not  up  at  Uft  as  a  witne/s  a* 
gainft  us.  Sir,  we  do  not  apprehend  any  caufe  we  have  to  fear 
y^or  teftimony  againft  us,  or  fevereft  cenfures  of  us,  whi){l 
we  are  fatisfied,  that  as  you  neither  have  the  faculty  or  com* 
iniflion  to  be  our  j^dge,  fo  neither  is  there  any  convincing  evi- 
dence in  your  reply  to  our  arguments.  But  I  think  you  have 
much  more  caufe  to  fear,  led  thofe  arguments  fhould  com^  in 
^t  laft  as  a  witnefs  againft  you,  who  deny  and  coptemn  them ;. 
when,  mean  time,  you  are  put  to  moA  lamentable  (faifts,  cvea 
con  traditions,  ^and  fomewhat  worfe^  to  efcape  the 'point  and 
edge  of  them* 

{<>.)  To  conclude.  You  tell  us,  we  muft  aot  expeft  the  fpc* 
dal  pi^efence  of  Chrift  to  "be  afforded  to  Us»  without  our  com- 
pliance in  thefe  points  with  youu 

Sir,  we  never  yet  defer  ted  the  judgment  or  praftice  of  in- 
fants baptifm,  and  yet  have  had  (blcITed  be  Jefus  Chrift  for  it), 
great  and  manifold,  fweet  and  fignai  proofs  and  evidences  <£ 
his  prefence  with  us :  He  hath  owned  and  bleiTed  our  miniftrjf 
to  the  converfiou  of  many ;  and  there  are  fome,  and  thoie  noC 
mean^  or  few,  of  our  fpiritual  children,  now  in  your  foctetied 
in  England,  who  have  acknowledged  u5  to  be  the  Grft  inftra« 
ments  of  their  cbnverfion  :  The  Lord  lay  it  not  to  their  charge*' 
who  now  defert  that  minlftry  in  which  they  firA  received  Chrift  1 
But  as  for  the  departure  of  his  prefence,  I  alTure  you,  friend^ 
I  am  more  afraid  of  the  rents  and  divifions  you  now  renew  fo 
unfeafon^bly  among  the  churches  of  Chriflt,  than  of  any  one 
thing  amongft  us  befide.  It  grieved  my  (bol  to  fee  you« 
quieta  niovere^  awake  a  fleepiug  controverfy,  efpedally  ia 
iuch  a  (eafon,  when  we  are  little  more  than  half  delivered 
from  our  enemies  and  dangers ;  you  f(dte  us  by  the.  heel,  zi 
Jacob  did  his  brother,  whilft  but  yet  in  the  birth.  Sir,  ex- 
cept you  return  to  a  more  quiet  and  Chrillian  temper,  than 
;oa  feem  here  to  be  in,  I  am  out  of  hope  that  ever  you  and 
I  (halt  fee  thofe  blefled  days,  we  have  fo  often,  with  pleafure^ 
-^mforted  oorfelves  with  the  hopes  of»    fiowevefj,   ^tssA 
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|du«  i^liarify  (if  yeU  kave  any  left)  fo  far^  at$  u>  belief  that  I 
am  one^  aotwithftanding  of  all  thi$^  that  am  lliidious  of  t{i€ 

^  chureh's  f  eac^i  and  inquifitive  into  the  rules  of  diitjFi  liot  dar*' 
m^  to  hold  aily  truth  of  God  ih  unrightsbixfneft ;  and  yet  wi^lt 
Jktis&ed  I  atni  iu  i^e  path  of  my  dUty»  vhereih,  though  ve 
^aaet  ^alk  together,  yet  I  hop^  to  meet  you  at  the  end  oJF  oiii^ 
trayi  in  our  Fat&<t'$  houfe^  #here  petfc£b  light  and  peacd 
dwells. 

And^ere  t  had  put  ah  eiid  to  this  debati^  had  I  hot  receitta 
jour  retur&  td  feme  of  thefe  (heets,  Wfailft  tlie'laft  of  them  mid 
undet  ray  hahd  \  wherein  I  oiily  fikid  four  thi»g^  in  whicK  I 
am  eoneerlied^     Ih  general^  you  tell  nie,  *  You  are  not  ^n- 

,  «  vincedof  anyeirror*  by  what  Ihaire  faid/  I  am  forry  to  hcair 
it ;  But  ceufldering  the  natute  of  error  oil  one  €de^  attd  tk^ 
difficulty  of  felf-deitial  6ii  the  other,,  yoii  have  not  much  de^ 

.  ceived  my  c^C^ation.    More  particuliu-ly, 

.  (i.)  You  fty,  ^ to  yoiir  hc)okihg  the  Sitiai  coveiiant intd 
%lii8  tontrotcriy^  I  gave  you  the  firftoccafion  of  it  i  foi*  wh«il 

'  vou  (hewed  me  your  papers  about  G6d'^  tovenaflt  with  Abra-' 
ttam^  I  told  ydti,  that  you  Were  beft  firft  to  try  if  yOU  coUkl 
{NTove  the  covetiant  lU  Sinai  to  be  a  covenant  df  Works  i  ifbraf- 
fltiuchasour  divines  are  fo  fat  f)rom  coneeitihg  the.  covenant 
with  Abraham  to  be  a  eoveiianc  of  works^  that  they  wil!  Mt 

.  jaliow  the  Sinai  law  itfelf  to  be  fo ;  and  to  eonviitce  yoti  of  il^ 

.  I  ledt  you  Mi-.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Sedgwitk  on  the  coteiiaht,  «0 
enlighten  aild  fatisfy  you  about  it :  But  littl^  did  I  tbiiik  yo^ 
had  oohfideiice  enough  tisr enter  the  Hfts  With  two  fttch  teatned 
and  emineht  divines^  and  m^ike  them  t&  foUoW  your  triiimph'^ 
ant  chariot^  {hackled  with  the  kiconiparable  Baxter  and  AUeh« 
Bydeah^  aiid  Burthdgg^  like  three  pair  of  ndbk  f^rifotletisot 
Viftr.     Butwhatetet  was  theoecafloti  (fettitig  afide  your  At^ 

4  am  not  forry  j^ou  have  givesi  a  fit  qs^ftunity  to  enlighten 
the  world  in  that  point  alto. 

(a.)  Xm  kbtA  td  faUlcy  in  youi"  letted  that  1 9nce  wan  o^ 
yottr€^ini<Mi  about  the  nloral  laiv^  becaufeyou  find  thefe  pa^ 
fages  in  a  iermotl  of  minet  upon  John  riii.  36.  ^^  If  the  Son 
^*  therefore  (hall  make  you  free>  Jiihi  are  you  free  indeed  j" 

<  That  the  law  reared  perfeA  working,  uftder  pain  of  that 
}  6u^fe$  adee|>ted  no  fliort  etideaifdufs»  sidmitted  no  repent^ 
*  ^nce,  and  gave  no  ftredgth/  But  finding  me  here  plesriing 
lor  the  law,  you  think  you  find  me  in  a  cpcit^a(ii£^ion  to  tiM 
4ddriiie. 
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The  words  I  own  j  the  contradiaion  I  pofitively  denjTj  fcr 
I  fpeak.  not  there,  and  here,  ad  idem ;  for  in  that  fermon,  and  u» 
thofe  very  words  you  cite,  I  fpeak  againft  the  law,  not  as  GocI 
intended  it,,  when  he  added  it  to  the  proraifc  \  but  as  the  igno- 
rance and  infidelity  of  unregenerate  men,  make  it  to  themfelv^s- 
a  covenant  Of  works,  by  looking  upon  it  as  the  Very  rule  a^d 
reafon  of  their  juflification  befor-e  God :  This  was  the  fiuiti- 
bJing-ftone  at  which  all  legal  jufticiaries  then  did,  and  dill  d^ 
ftumble,  Rom.  is.  31,  3a,  33*  la  this  fenfe  the  ^ofile,  in  his- 
epiftles  t0  the  Romans  and  Galatians,  argueis  agamft  thela^» 
and  fq  do  I  in  the  words  you  cite  y  but  vindicate  the  law   in 
the  very  fame  fermoa  you  mention,  as  eonfiftent  with,  and 
*  fubfervient  to  Chrift,  In  the  former  fenfe ;  and  there  tell  ybti, 
*  The  law  fends  us  to  Ghrifl;  to  be  ju(tified>  andChrifl  fends  hs 
-  *  back  to  the  law  to  be  regulated/  The  very  fame  double  fenfe 
of  the  law  you  will  find  in  this  difcourfe;  and  from  the  nvi* 
ftaken  end  arrd  abufe  of  the  law,  whiieh  the  apoftle  fo  ^ehe« 
mently  oppofeth,  I  here  prove  againft  you,  that  the  law  in  tfai^ 
fenfe  cannot  confift  with,,  or  be  ad^ed  to ,  the  promife ;  and 
'  therefore  make  it  my  medium  te  prove  againft  you,  that  the 
true  nature  and  denomination  of  the  Sinai  law,  can  never 
be  found  m  this  fenfe  of  it,  but  it  muft  be  eftimated  and  de- 
nominated from  the  purpofe  and- intemion  of  God,  which  I 
i  have  proved  to  be  evangelical.     Try  your  flcill  to  fafteii  a  con- 
^tradi^on  betwixt  my  words  in  that  fermon  and  this  dif- 
/courfe. 

I  know  you  wouH  be  gfad  to  find  the  fliadow  of  one,  tia 
make  fome  fmail  excufe,  or  atonement  fee  the  many  faults  <i£ 
t^at  nature  you  have  here  committed. 

(3.)  Your  letter  aUb  informs  me,,  that  you  Bear  you  are  ai^ 
fwrered  by  one  hand  ali^ady ;  and,  for  ought  you  know,  ma*- 
ny  more  may  be  employed  againft  you,  and  I  for  one  \  and  |^ 
we  (hall  conipafs  you  about  like  bees. 

Reply.  I  have  only  fecn  Mr.  Whifton's  Kttle  book  againft; 
your  brother  Grantnam,  wherein  he  hath  baffled  two  of  your 
principal  arguments ;  but  you  only  come  in  collaterally  there,, 
and  muft  not  look,  upon  it  as  a  full  anfwer  to  your  book,  but 
only  as  a  lafti  for  your  folly,  en  paffant.  And  for  our  com- 
jpaffing  you  about  like  bees,  methinks  you  fcem  td  be  elated  in 
your  own  fancy,  by  the  fuppofition,  or  expe^^atSoHr  of  a  mltl- 
titude  of  opponents.  You  know  as  well  as  I,  who  it  is  that 
glories  in  this  motto,  Umis  contra  omnes*  Sir,  I  tfiinir  your 
mind  may  be  much  at  reft  in  that  matter.  Of  all  the  fix  fa^- 
Tiou»  advecfaues  mentioned  in  your  title  page^'  there  are  bin. 
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Smolmng:  and  you  know,  Mortui  npn  n^ordetit ;  znd  of  the 
Femaining  two,  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Baxter,  is  almoft  in 
keaven,  living  in  the  daily  views,  and  chearfui  expectations 
of  they2w«/j  ev^rlifiing  reji  with  GOD:  and  is  left  for  a  lit- 
tle while  •among  ns^  as  a  great  example  of  the  life  of  faith* 
*  And  it  is  queftionable  with  me,  whether  fuch  a  great  and  hea- 
venly foul  can  find  any  leifure  or  difpofition  to  attend  fuch  a 
weak  and  trivial  difcpurfe  s^s  this. 

And  as  for  myfelf,  you  need  not  much  feaf  me  4  I  have  not, 
neither  do  f  intend  to  vibrate  my  fting  againft  you,  unlefs  I 
find  you  infed^ing  or  difturbing  that  hive  to  which  I  belong, 
and  to  which  I  am  daily  gathering  and  carrying  honey  \  and 
then  who  but  a^drone  would  not  fting. 

(4.)  To  conclude:  in  the  clofe  of  your  letter  you  fall  into 
,  the  former  ftrain  of  love,  aiTuring  me,  ^  That  the  ancient  friend- 

•  fliip  of  fo  many.years,  {hall. Aill  continue  on  your  part/ 

,  Reply.  All  that  I  (hail  return  to  tbiS)  is  only  to  relate  a  fliort 
ftory  out  pf  PJutarcb,  in  the  life  of  Alexander ;  where  he  tells 
us,  That  wjiilft  he  was  warring  in  the  Indies,  oneTaxilesan 
Indian  king,  came  with  his  company  to'  meet  him  \  and  fa* 
luting  Alexander,  f^d,  ^  Wha^  need  you  and  I  jto  fight  and 

•  wir  one  upon  another  ?  If  thou  comeft  not  to  take  away  our 
'4  water,  and  the  neceflaries  of  life  frpn^   u$f  for  which   we 

<  muft  needs  fight :  As  for  other  goods,  if  I  am  richer  than 

*  thee,  I  am  ready  to  givethee  of  mine^  and  if  I  have  lefs,  I 

*  will  not  think  fcorn  to  thank  thee  for  thine.*    Alexander, 
highly  pleafed  with  .his  words,  made  him  this  reply ;  *  Thinks 

*  eft  thou,  that  this  meeting  of  ours  can  be  without  figliting  ? 

•  No,  no ;  thou  haft  won  nothing  by  all  th.y  fair  wordi^  5  for  I 
'  will  fight  and  contend  with  thee  in  honefty  and  courtefy, 

.  f  and  thou  (halt  not  exceed  jne  in  bounty  and  liberality.' 

I  fey  vith  Taxiles,  1  bad  never  armed  s^gainft  you,  iad  you 
not  come  to  take  away  our  water,  and  the  neceiTaries  of  life^ 
I  mean,  the  cpvenant  of  God  with.  Abraham,  wbich  contains 
the  rich  charter  of  x\\t  Gentile  believers  children,  and  make  it 
an  abbliflied  Adam's  cevenant,  and  told  us,  that  we  muft 
;!eome  up  to  the  primitive  purity  in  thefe  -things;  that  is,  ii^ 
renouncing  it  as  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  relinquiftiing  infants 
jbaptifm,  as  grounded  thereon. 

Sir,  were  my  own  father  ajive,  I  muft  and  would  oppofe 
liim,  (hould  he  attempt  what  here  you  do.  Infant-baptifm,  with 
you  is  not'j  Jingimg  ofpfalms^  that  plain  and'heaveVily  gb- 
ipel ordinance,  with  you,  is  not  \  and  will  you  takeaway  our 

Ffz 
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^njkmin  aUb  ?  Wliat !  the  coveoant  of  God  wkb  ;^ah«p|; 
^nd  his  children  in  their  gmierations  .^  y^Zi  l^/h^  things  are  a^^ 
$^inft  us.  No^  (ir,  Wf  cannot  pait.w^th  that  conr^enaiitt  ad  a% 
^^Itihed  Adaip's  covenant^  nor  will  i  ^ive  ^  up  (cur  all  tiui^^ 
iricndfliip  in  the  world. 

And  yet  I  will  fay  with  Ate:i^def>  I  will  ooiitdnd  with  foax 
|n  friendifaip  and  edBitefyv  oveiti  wbili|  i  ciiniei^yceBteAda-* 
gainft  you  for  the  truths  ot  G  Q  D^  wluoh  you  have  here  opw 
pbfed,  apd  \  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate*  ^ 

^  One  word  more  befpre  l  part  with  you  ^  i  do  aSure  jod^ 
$pd  the  whole  world)  that  iq  this  controverfy  witb-yoiij^  Invni 
|)ot}  khawmgly  or  advifediyt  mi^CTfref^ed  ^our  fenfe :  Iji  yo^ 
fliall  fay  I  did  to  in  my  fecoM  argumeQ^i  froai  the  tirocds^/i^l 
179,  I  adure  you,  both  myfelf^,  and  others,  touitd  underftand 
you  no  other^fe  than  I  did  in  the  papers  I  fi^nt  you ;  and  wfao^ 
you  told  mei  you  rne&nt  there  was  no  pardop  in'  either  pfthafe, 
Covenants,  l>ut  that  xt  pkinly  d^reded  to  Abraham's  cofcnantj 
you  will  find  ^,  I  have  given  you  as  fair  a  duM^se  as  youcftn  dci^ 
fire,  cither  to  fla^d  to  your  words  iii  the  firfl  feafe,  wherein  Ji 
vpderftood  thenij  or  (which  vrill  be  the  fame  to  me)  to.  yoiMt 
'  own  fenfe,  in  which  you  afterwards  explained  it  xo  me%  Aii^ 
whereas  I  blame  you  over  and  over  in  my  epifUe  s^  conduS^ 
pn^  for  puttinj;  ttie  proper"  fubje£t  of  baptifmt  amongft  tiie 
nigheft  things  \x\  religion  |  lee  the  reader  view  your  conchi- 
fion,  and  fc(e,  whether  yo\i,'do^  or  not.  If  yoii  fttjrj^  you  fpeak; 
of  the  covenant  there,  as  well  as  of  b^ptifm,  ^  allow  that  you 
^  fo ;  yet  1  hope  it  is  equally  as  l^d,  nfay,  '^n  deed  and  truth^^ 
^  great  aggravation  of  your  fau^,  to  make  this  article,  viz^ 
God's  covenant.  ^i>^  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii*  an  ahe^JkedAdam^t 
covenant y  onie  of  the  hjgheil  cohcen\ments  of  a  Qhriftian,  the, 
paptifm  only  of  adult  believers  another*!^  My  confequences,, 
^om  your  words,  are  juf^  and  regular,  how  furpririing  foever! 
^Tieyfeem  toyou. 

If  you  think  fit  to.  rejoin  to  this  my  anfwcr^  I  defire  you  will 
'dvoid,  as  mij^eh  as  you  ^aii,  a  tedipus  harangue  of  words,  and 
fpeak  flriaiy  apd  regularljtp 'flpy  ar^ungieijHfs,  by  limiting,  di- 
ftinguifliing,  or  denying,  as  a'difputant  ought  to  do:  Iffo,  1^ 
promiie  you  a  reply  j  but  if  I  find  no  fuch  thing,  it  (hall  po^h 
with  me  but  for.  wafle  paper ;  nor  will  I  waftc  time  about  it. 
The  Lord  give  us  unity  in  thirygs  neccfl&ry,  liberty  in  things. 
ifrtdifFej^ent,  and  charity  in  all  things  t  . 
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S  C  R  I  P  T  U  R  E. 

JHcLtsv^E^  a^re  affifled  in  preparinf  their  H^^bt^i  sml 
.   exeitiiig  th^r  Affections  and  Ghacbs,  wken  theji 
ilrair  nigh  to    GOD  in    th«t  moft    awful  91^  fekniv 
Ord^nanc?  pf  the  LORXya  SUPPER, 

»i|  m'Vt    II    mill  i*.^ «  I      I  ■      ■'. .  '     -' »ii   ».  ■i,,i.    i»i  ■■    ■■    j».  I  »     III   fi  >    I  "  <    11  I.   ,  .i,.. 

Tq   T«£  RfiApEK. 

CHRIST  may  h^  &id  tp  be  ci^uciikd  three  ways ;  by  the 
l^'w^oB^aUy jiin^  the  facraraent  d^claratively^  and  by  im- 
^lievers  at  bin  table  4nf<r/>r^a^iv^/y.  Among  fins,  blood- 
goiltinds  is  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  benious ;  and  of  all  blood- 

S'  uiltineft,  to  be  guilty  Qf  the  blood  of  Chrift,  is  a  fin  of  the 
eepeft  guilt,  and  will  be  avenged  with  the  moft  dreadful  pii- 
fiiflmAe^,  I  Cor.  xi.  27,  29.  If  vengeance  be  tajcen  feven*^ 
•  '     fold  oin  him  tha;t  {(ew  Cain,  what  vengeance  (hall  be  taken  on 
him  thatrmf j^^x  ^frejb  the  Lord  of  glory  ? 

The  beavieft  blow  o£  divine  juftice  is  ftill  ready  to  avenge 
the  abufe  of  the  beft  mercy :  what  x:an  the  heart  of  man  con- 
-  ^eiire  more  folemn,  more  facred,  or  more  deeply  afFe£^ive,  than 
i^  repcefentation  of  the  moft  gracious  love  of  the  Father,  and 
ihc  moft  grievous  paffion  of  the  Son?  What  fin  can  be  more. 
]provoking  to  God,  than  the  flight  and  contempt  of  thofe  moj^ 
a^wftil  myftcries  ?  And  what  punifliment  can  be  more  terrible, 
^    ^han  for  fucli  a  wretched  foul  to  eat  and  drink  damnation  to 
itfelf  ^'  Melan^lhon  records  a  very  dreadful  example  of  God^i 
j  righteous  judgment  upon  a  company   of  profane  wretcheS|^ 

j  who,  in  a  tragedy,  intended  to  ail  the  death  of  Chrift  upon  the 

J  ^rofs.     He  that  afted  the  foldier's  part,  inftead  of  piercing  witk 

)iis  fpear  a  bladder  full  of  blood  hid  under  his  garment,  woun- 
ded hixn  to  death  that  v^as  upon  the  crofs^  who  falling  dow 
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killed  him,  who  (in  a  difguife)  a£led  the  part  of  the  woman  that 
ftood  wailing  under  the  crofs.  His  brother,  who  was  firft  fiain 
flew  the  murderer,  who  zOttA  the  foldier'fi  pact,  and  fi>r  fla^ 
ing  him  was  hanjged  by  order  of  jufticc.  Thus  did  the  ven- 
geance of  God  fpeedil]r  overtake  tbem,  and  hanged  them  up  in 
chains,  for  a  warning,  to  all  that  Ihould  ever  dare  to  dally  with 
the  great  a^  jealoiu^s  God» 

Thefe  are  terrible  ftrokes,  and  yet  tiot  fo  terrible  as  thofe 
which  are  more  ordinarily,  but  lefs  fenfibly,  infli£led  on  the  in* 
ner  man  for  the  abufe  of  this  ordinance. 

To  prevent  thefe  judgments,  and  obtain  thofc  bleffings  which 
come  through  this  ordinance,  great  regard  muft  be  had  to  two 
tirnigs;  viz.  i.  Tbe,iri-beirg.  2.  The  aftivity  of  true  grace, 
.  .Fif^,  Examine  rhyfelf,  reader,  whether  there  be  any  gra- 
cious principle  planted  in  thy  foul,  whereby  thou  art  alive  in- 
deed unto  God.  It  was  an  ancient  abuTe  of  the  facrament  (con- 
demned and  caft  out  by  the  *  Carthaginian  council)  to  give  it 
»nto  dead  men.  Dead  fouls  can  have  no  communion  with  the 
living  God,  nO  niore  benefit  from  this  table  than  the  Empe- 
,rar*s  guefts  had  from  his  table,  where  loaves  of  gold  were  fet 
bdbre  them  to  eat.  There  is  more  than  a  ihew  of  .grace  in 
flie  facrament  j  it  hath  not  only  the  vifible  fign,  but  the  fpirir 
ttial  grace  alfo,  which  it  reprefents.  See  that  there  be  more 
than  a  flicw  and  a  vifible  fign  of  grace  alfo  in  thy  foul,  when 
thou  comeft  nigh  to  the  Lord  in  that  ordinance:  fee  to  the  eii 
^rcife  and  adiyity,  as  well  as  to  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  tby 
.,gracc.  '  . 

Even  a  believer  himfelf  doth  not  eat  and  drink  worthily, 
unlefs  the  grace  that  is  in  him  be  excited  and  exercifed  at  this 
mdinance. 

It  IS  not  faith  inhering,  but  faith  realizing,  applying  and 
powerfully  working.  It  is  not  a  difpofition  to  humiliation  for 
an,  but  the  aSual  thawing  and  me;lting  of  the  heart  for  fin; 
•*  whilft  thou  lookcft  on'him  whom  thou  haft  pierceidf  and 
♦*  mourneft  for  him  as  pne  that  mournetli  for  his  only  fon,  for 
♦^  his  firft- born  :"  nor  is  it  a  difpofition  or  principle  of  love  tp 
Chrift  that  is  only  required,  but  tPe  ftirring  up  of  that  fire  of 
.  love,  the  exciting  of  it  into  a  vehement  flame. 

I  know  the  excitations  and  exercifcs  bf  grace  are  attended 
with  great  difficulties :  they^re  notthingsVithin  bur  command, 
and  at  our  beck.     Oh  I  it  'is  hard,^  it  is  hard  indeed,  reader,  e- 

♦  Concili  Carfhag.  Can.  6*  PUcuit  ut  defunSiorum  c^porihuj ,mf 
letur  tucharijiia.  &C« 
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•  tSa' after  Godhatfa  taken  the  heart  of  ftone  out  of  thee,  and 
given  thee  ati  heart  of  flefh^  to  mourn  actually  for  fin,  eron 
when  fo  great  an  occafion  and  call  is  given  tliee  to  tha^  wodc 
iit  the  Lord's  table  5  for  the  fame  power  is^  requifite  to  excite  the 
a^  ttM^t  was  required  to  plam  the  habit.     Gratia  gratiam  po^ 

jfiulat. 

"  However^  the  duty  is  thine,  though  the  power  be  God's  ; 
'why  elfe  are  his  people  blamed,  becaufe  they  ftirred  not  up 
themfelves  to  take  hold  of  him  ?  Ifi,  Ixiv.  7. 

To  affift  thee  in  this  work,  iCame  help  is  offered,  in  the  fol-^   ' 
lowing  meditations :  it  is  true,  it  is  hot  the  reading^  of  the  beft 
meditations  another  can  prepare  for  thee,  that  will  ajter  the 
temper  of  thy  hearty  except  tht  Spirit  of  God  concur  with  thcfc 

v.jrruths,  ami  blefs  them  to*  thy  foul :  but  yet  thefe  helps,  muft  not 

-  1>e  flightedyjsecaufii  they  are  xxot  felf-fufficient.  *<  Man  lives 
**  hot  bym^ead  alone  i  but  by  every  word  that proceedeth  out 
<<  of  the  mouth  of  God  i"  yet  it  were  ^  fond  vanity,  and  fin,  for 

:  any  man,  upon  that  ground^  to  caft  away  bread,  and  exped  fo 

..  live  by  a  miracle  without  it.     We  muft  lift  up  our  hearts  to 

God  for  a  bleffing,  and  then  eat^    Do  the  fame  here :  firft  prav^^  | 

then  read  ^  and  the  Lord  qutekesi  th^e  by  i.  for  duty. 

There  are  two  things  of  fpecial  concernment  to  thee,,  reader* 

.  wlien  thou  art  to  addrefs  thyfelf  to  any  (blemn  duty,  e^ecially 

fuch  as  this. 

1.  Prepare  for  thy^  duly  diligently. 

2.  Rely  not  upon  thy  preparations. 

,  \  I  •  Prepare:  with  all  dili gence  for  thy  duty.  Tak^  pains  with 
'thy  dull  hearty  cleaiife  thy  pcdluted  heart  >  compofe  thy  vaiji 
heart ;  remember  how^great  ^  prefence  thou  art  approaching. 

-  If  *  Auguftus  thus  reproved  one,  that  entertained  him  with^ 
out  fuitabk  preparatton>  faying,  <  I  did  not  think  we  had  beeu 

•  <  fo  familiar  i*  much  more  may  thy  God  reprove  thee^  for  thy 
*carelefs  negled  of  due  preparation  for  him. 

.2.  But  yet  take  heed»   on  the  other  fide,  that  thou  rely 
not  upon  thy  beft  preparation^     It  is  an .  ingenious,  and  tri^ 

•  note  of  Luther,  f  (fpcakingto  this  very  point  of  preparatioa 
liFor  the  faorament)  *Ney^  axe  men  more  unfit,  than  when 

«  they  think  themfelves  moft  fit,  and  beft  prepared  for  their 
:  <  duty ;  never  more  fij,  than  when  jnoft  humbled  and  afliam- 
**  ed,  in  arfenfe  of  their  own  u^fitnefs.' 
.    ■  '\  ,  .      . 

*  N&fi  putuham  me  tihi  tarn  fafniliarem,  .  n 
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That  the  blelEiig  of  Qpd»  and  the  brardiiags  of  h^  €Ot»d  Sfl-Sr 
rit^  imy  accompany  tbefe  poor  labours  to  thy  fovi,  is  me  heaif  li 
ijeGre  cff> 

Thyftrvant  in  Chrift^ 

JOHN    FL  A  VE  ti 

t  tt  B    F  t  ft  S  T 
MEDITATION, 
tJ  IP  O  N 

f  s  A  t*  lx<!ck.  7.  0»iu  greatly  tti  hefidredin  the  d^jfaeMf 
fif  his  faints^  dtid  t$  be  had  in  revwreHci  if  ati  tikii  dre  ahui 
him^ 

THEllE  afe  {pecisS  feafoi)^,  wf^emin  dl6  fiiinta  appfOacA 
rtear  unto  God  in  this  life^  and  Vrhereifl  the  Loitl  comes 
Bear  unto  thcttii 

It  pleafetfa  the  Majefty  of  hedteti^  fometimes  to  admit  poor 
trdrms  of  the  earth  tofucb  feiifible  ;ifid  fweet  perceptioiis  of 
hhnfelf,  as  are  found  abov«  all  eitpn^fliotiy  and  leem  td  be  % 
tranfient  glance  upon  that  gloryi  which  gloHfied  eyes  mott 
fteadily  behold  above :  <<  Belieriiig,  '^e  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeak^ 
«  able>  and  full  of  glory  5**  or,  •  glorified  joy  \  a»  it  isi  t  Pet. 
i.  8.  And  yet  howfweet  and  excelleiit  foever  ebefeforetaftes 
of  heaven  ate,  heaven  kfetf  wiU  be  ail  tmipeakabte  fulrpiiie  to 
tlie  faints,  when  they  fhall  C6me  thither. 

No#  among  all  thofe  ordinances,  whefelti  l^e  bldlbd  God 
manifefts  bimfelFto  the  childf^en  df  itten^  nofie  are  fouiid  to 
fet  forth  more  of  the  jcfy  6{  hk  prefet}te$  tfi^n  th^  irf  the  Lorcf s 
fupper :  at  that  bldflTed  teble^  are  futh  feiliible  embiaees  bi-> 
twixt  Chrrft  and  beliettrs,  as  <ld  aiToTd  delight  aird  feiace,  be- 
yond the  joy  of  the  whole  earth. 

Andii^here  ftich  fpecial  manifeftatlom  of  God  are^  fuitabte 
diipofitions  and  preparations  (hould  be  foun-d  on  our  part,  Id 
me^t  the  Lord.  > 

And,  certainly,  t¥e  fliall  find  reafeh  etidugh  for  it,  if  IHre  uritt 
confider  the  importance  of  this^feripture  %dFere  us  )  ^  God  i^ 
<<  greatly 'to  be  feared  in  the  ai&ttibly  of  his  faints,  and  to  be 

feato^^    JVi«nunai. 
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**  bad  in  reverence  ef  all  that  arc  round  about  hirn."  "Whcre- 
ihVrehave^  r.  The  bfajfeft ;  2.  Thefubjeft;  3*  The  mode 
of  divine  worftip. 

Firftj  The  objeft  of  worflrfp,  God ;  Gqd  is  to  be  feared. 
In  all  divine  worship,  men  and  atigels  have  to  do  with  God. 
^<  All  things  (faith  the  apoftle)  are  open  and  naked  to  the; 
^  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do,'*  Heb*  iv.  14.  With 
whom  we  have  fpeech,  6t  bufinefs ;  fo  it  may  be  underftood. 
When  we  worfhip,  we  draw  nigh  to  God  ;  and  that  about  the 
greateft  coiu^erns,  and  weightieft  bufinefs  in  the  world. 

tSicmdly^  The  fubjeft,  or  the  perfons  that  approach  unto 
Gdd  it»  his  ifrorihip ;  "  His  faints,  and  all  that  are  about  him.'* 
by  faints,  many  mter^reters  do  (in  this  place)  underftand  the 
angels,  called  faints,  from  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  their  na- 
ture ;  and  fo  make  the  next  claufe  exegetical  of  this.  Thofe 
that  before  were  called  faints  in  refpeft  of  their  nature,  are^  in 
the  next  words  laid  to  be  fuch  as  are  round  about  him,  his 
fateUites,  attendants,  or  thofe  that  (land  as  fervants  about  him, 
to  do  his  pleafure  s  where  they  are  defcribed  by  their  office. 
Both  thefe  £bem  to  be  groutided  upon  the  precedent  verfes  : 
•*  Who  in  heaven  can  be  compared  to  the  Lord  ?  Who  among 
•*  the  fons  of  the  mighty,"  (or  of  God,  fo  the  angels  are  called. 
Job  L  6.)  "  can  be  likened  to  the  Lord  ?"  And  though  it  be 
true,  that  the.  angels  worfhip,  and  ferve  the  Lord  with  the 
greateft  reverence  and  dread  (for  thefe  are  his  nigh  ones,  or 
fuch  as  are  round  about  him  \)  yet  there  is  no  neceffity  to  limit 
this  fcripture  fo  narrowly,  by  excluding  the  people  of  God  on 
earth;  theyalfo  are  his  faints,  and  more  frequently  fo  ftiledt 
though  they  be  faints  of  4  lower  clafs  and  order  :  and  they  alfo 
are  round  about  him,  as  well  as  th"^  angels ;  and  when  they 
Ivoiihip  him,  he  is  in  the  midft  of  them,  Matth.  xviii.  20. 
And  the  place  where  they  afTembl^  to  woribip,  iis  called  the 
{ilaceo? bis  feet,  Ifa.  Ix.  13.  But  if  we  find  not  the  faiiitsoa 
^rthin  the  dire£t  and  immediate  fenfe  ofthi^  text,  yet  we 
nmft  needs  meet  them  in  the  rebound  and  confequence.  For  ' 
if  creaturos  fo  much  above  ud^  as  the  angels,  do  perform  their 
fervice,  and  pay  their  homage  to  the  higheft  Majefty  with  fo 
much  fear  and  reverence  \  ihall  not  inferior  creatures,  the  poor, 
/Worms  of  the  earth,  tremble  at  his  prefence  ?  And  this  brings 
tis  to  the»third  thing  5  namely, 

Thirdly,  The  niiode,  or  manner,  in  which  th^  worfhip  of 
God  is  to  be  performed  1  viz.  with  great  fear  and  reverence  : 
.  Vol.  VUL  G  g 
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•*'GodIs  greatly  to  be  feared '* .  Pifcator  tranflates  it,  r^5^- 
menter  formidanditsj  to  be  vehemently  fea^-ed  j  arid  oppofes  i^ 
to  that  formal,  carelcfs,  trifling,  vain  fpirit,  which  too  often  is- 
foujid  in  thofe  that  approach  the  Lord  in  the  duties  of  his 
worfiiip,     TKe  obfervation  from  hence  will  be  this  : 

Obfervation.  That  the  great ejl  compo/ednefs  and  Jerioufnefs  of 
fpirit  is  due  to  God^from  all  thofe  that  draw  nigh  unto  him 
in  his  tuorjbip. 

And  this  b'no  more  tHaa  what  the  Lordcxprefly  requires 
at  our.hand*;  Lev.  x.  3,  "I  will  be  fan£lified  in  them  that 
«*  come  nigh  unto  me.**  So  Hcb-  xii.  2S,  29.  "  Let  us  have 
*<  graced  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  accept ably>  with  reverence 
**  and  godly  fear.     For  our  God  is  a  confumjng  fire.'* 

And  as  this  difpofitron  and  temper  of  fpirit  is  due  to.everyr 
aflrand  part  of  God's  worftiip  ;.  fo  (to  accommodate  this  generat 
to  our  particular  occaljon)  it  is  efpecially  due  to  thisr great  an 4^ 
folemn  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupp^r. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  the  Cafuifts,  that  facramentiim  ci 
mortis  articulus  aeqiiiparanfur :  The  facrament  of  the  Lord** 
fupper,  and  the  very  point  of  death,  require  equal'ferioufnefs  ;. 
ar  man's  fpirit  fliould  be  as  deeply  fi>fcmn  and  compofed  at  th^ 
Lord's  table,  as  upon  a  death-bed.^  We  fliould  go  to  that  or- 
dinance, as  if  we  were  then  going  into  another  wprld. 

The  primitive  Chriftians  ufed  to  fit  up*  whole  nights  in  me- 
dJtation  and  prayer^  bfefore  tbeir  participation  of  the  Lprd'^' 
fupper;  andthefe  nighta  were  called  VigiBae,.  their  vjdtches^ 
Such  was  the  reverence  the  faints  had  for  this  ordinance  (which 
they  iifually  called  myfterixim  tr^mendutny  a  tremendous  my- 
ftery,)  that  they  wouldnot  give  **  fleep  to  their  eyes,  or  flumber 
•<  to  their  eye-lids^'*' ivhen  fp  great  andfolemn  aday  drew  near^ 
Chryfojl,  UL  3.  de  facer  dot  ^ 

And  that  all  this  folemn  preparation  is  no  mor^  than  needs,! 
will  convincingly  appeal^  to  us,  upon  the  following  ground* 
and  reafons.  ,  , 

Heafm  i.  From  the  folemn  nature  and  ends  of  this  ordi- 
nance. For  what  is  the  exprefs  defigu  and  ufc  or  it,  but  a 
lively  reprefentation  of  the  Lord's  death  ?  i  Cor.  xi.  26. 
•*  /^8  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  (hew 
*<  the  Lord's  death  till  he  tome."  Jefus  Chrift  is  therein  fet 
forth  crucified  before  lis  ;  and  not  to  make  a  bare  reprefentatiori- 
of  it  to  us,  as  a  thing  wherein,  we  have  no  perfotral  intereft  oi^ 
concernment,  but  to  repteferrt.his  death  lively,  and  feal  cur 
^'^'-^  to  it  firmly  r  ♦*  This  is  my  body,  which  is. broken  for  you^?* 
24*    ' 


Sacrameraat  MiiHtatmu  ^35 

.  Kow,  wbidh  of  thefe  is  to  be  attended  with  a  dead»  cardefst 
^d  flight  fpirit  ?  Is  it  the  reprefentation  of  Chriff  s  death  ?  God 
torbid  !  Oh  !  if  there  be  any  fubje£t:  of  meditation  in  the  world» 
.able  to  drink  up  the  very  fpirit  of  a  man,  this  is  it ! 

Th^  fun  fainted,  the  heavens  mourned  'in  black,  the  veri" 
focks  rent  in  pieces,  when  this  tragedy  was  aded }  and  flia]l  our 
liearts  be  more  fenfelefs  and  obdurate  than  tl^ey^  at  the  i:q>re- 
ientation  of  it?  But,  lo  !  here  is  more  than  a  reprefentation  i 
Chrift  is  fet  forth  in  this  ordinance,^  as  crucified  for  you  }  as 
iufFering,  aadenduriftg  all  this,  in  your  room  andftead.  Now, 

Suppofe,  reader,  thyfelfto  bejuftly  condemned  to  the  tor* 
ture  of  the  rack,  «r  ftrappado ;  and  that  tby  father,  brother^ 
or  deareft  friend,  preferring  thy  life  to  his  own,  would  become 
thy  Antipsyxos,  ran/^mert  by  undergoing  the  torment  foi* 
f  hee )  and  all  that  is  iefit  for  thee  to  ^uffei:» '  were  only  by 
yray  of  fympattey  with  him:  ftippofe  nowdiyfelf  ftanding  by 
ithat  engine  of  torture^  a»d  beholding  the  members  of  thy  dear, 
friend  diftorted,  and  all  out  of,  joints  heariiag  bi$  doleful 
groans,  extorted,  by  the  extremity  of  anguMi ;  and  under  all 
^hefe  torments,  "ftill  maintaining  a  conftajit  love  to  thee  i  not 
once  repenting  his  torments  for  thee  ^  couldeftthou  ftand  there 
vrith  dry  eyes  ?  Could  thy  heart  be  4i:naffe£ied,  and  ftupid  ac 
.  Juch  a  fight  i  Write  itim  rather  a  beaft,  a  Aoney  thani  a  man^' 
that  could  do  fo,  "  • 

But  this  tsiiot  all :  the  believer^  imerelft  in  Chrift  is  fealed^ 
as  well  as  the  fuiSerings  of  Chrift  reprefented,  in  this  ordinance. 

And  is  a  Cealed  interdft  in  Chrift  ib  dhes^  or  common  a 
thing,  as  that  it  fhonld  not  engage,  yea,  iwaQow  up  all  the 
powers  of  thy  foirt  ?  Oh  !  what  is  this  ?  what  is  daisi 
,  The.feal  of^xod,  fet  to  the  foul  of  a  poor  f&iiier,  to  con* 
iirm  and  ratify  ks  title  to  lihe  perfon  of  Chrfft,  and  lAicmt' 
ftimable  treaiiires  of  his  blood.  Surely,  as  the  feaKog  tif  of  a 
man  to  damnation,  is  the  fum  o/all  mifery;  and  "diat  |>oor 
creature  that  is  fo  fealed,  bath  caufe  enough  »to  motun  and 
wail  to  eternity ;  fo  <the  fealing. up  of  a  foul  to  falyation,  is  tb« 
fum  of  all  mercy  and  happine&)  and  the  ioul  diat  is  fo  fealed^ 
hath  cau/fe  enough  toJie  at  the  feet  of  God,  overwhelmed  with 
$he  fenfe  of  fo  invaluable  a  mercy.  '  / 

Reafon  2,  As  the  nature  and  ends  of  this  ordinance  c;ill  for 
the  gredteft  compofedneft  of  fpirit  5  fo  the  danger  of  unwor- 
thy receiving,  (hould  work  our  hearts  to  the  moft  ferious 
frame  :  for  if  a  m^n  be  here  without  his  wedding-garment,  if 
|i^  eat  and  drink  unworthily,  it  is  at  the  grcateft  peril  of  hi/ 

.-.  .  .  .;Gg2  .■     ■ 
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foul  that  he  doth  fo  ;  i  C6r»  xi.  27.  **  Wherefore,  whcfocvcf 
<<  {hall  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unwor-^ 
^  thily,  fhall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord/' 

To  profane  and  undervalue  that  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord, 
is  a  fin  above  meafure  (inful ;  and  the  punifhments  of  fuch 
fins,  will  be  the  moft  dreadful :  for  ftill  the  more  excellent 
the  bleffings  are  that  come  by  any  ordinance,  the^  more  dread- 
ful the  curies  are,  that  avenge  the  abufe  of  fuch  mercies.  How 
foon  may  a  man  draw  fearful  guilt  upon  his  foul,  and  dread- 
ful judgments  upon  his  body,  by.  an  heedlefs  management  o£ 
fuch  facred  myfteries  ?  "For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  and 
^  fickly  atpong  you,  and  many  fleep  ;**  verfc  jo. 

It  is  a  moft  weighty  note^  that  a  *  worthy  pen  fets  upon  this 
fcripture :  *  They  difcemcd  not  the  body  of  his   Son  Jefus 

♦  Chrift,  in  his  ordinances;  but  inftead  of  that  holy,  reverend 

•  and  deep-dyed  behaviour,  which  was  due  to  it,"  both  from  * 
^  their  inner  and  outward  man,  as  being  a  creature  of  the 

*  higheft  and  deepeft  fandiiication,  that  ever  God  fan£tified  i 
^  fan£i:itied  not  only  to  a  more  excellent  and  glorious  conditi* 

^  on;  but  alfo  to  many  ends  and  purpofes,  of  far  higher  and, 

*  dearer  concernment,  both  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  benefit 

*  of  men  thcmfelves,  than  all  oriier  crentures  whatfoever,  whe- 

•  ther  in  heaven  or  earth :  lliey  handled,  and  deak  by  it  in 
^  both  kinds,  as  if  it  had  been  a  common  unfan£lified  thing : 
<  Thus  they  difcemed  not  the  Lord's  body/ 

And  as  they  difcemed  not  his  body,  fo  neither  did  God  (in 
fome  Cfnfe)  difcem  theirs ;  but  in  thofe  fore  ftrokes  aod  heavy 
judgments  which  he  infli£ied  on  them,  had  them  in  110  other 
regard  or  confideration,  than  as  if  they  haa  been  the  bodies  of 
his  enemies,  the  bodies  of  wicked  and  finful  men  ;  thus  draw- 
ing the  model  and  platform  of  their  punifhment  (asufuallyhe 
doth)  from  the  ftru£ture  and  proportion  of  their  fin. 

Thus  the  juft  and  righteous  God  builds  up  the  breaches  that 
we  make  upon  the  honour  belonging  to  the  body  of  his  Son, 
with  the  ruins  of  that  honour  which  he  had  given  unto  ours, 
in  health,  ftrengtb,  life,  and  many  other  outward  comforts 
and  fupports. 

O  then  what  need  is  there  of  a  moft  awful  and  compofed 
fpirit,  when  v^e  approach  the  Lord  in  this  ordinance  ? 

Reafon  3.  As  the  danger  of  unworthy  receiving  ihould  com- 

pofe  us  to  the  greateft  ferioufnefs,  fo  the  remembrance  of  that 

|rame  iiid  temper  Ghrift's  Spirit  was  in,  when  he  a£lual)y  fuf- 

♦~'  ■ '  * 

^       yjtu  Thoi*  Goodwia's  epifUc  to  Mr.  Fcnncr'a  (ermons. 
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fcred  thofe  things  for.  us,  fhould  compofe  ourfpiiits,  into  a 
frame  more  fui^able  and  agreeable  to  hn.  When  we'  fee  his 
death,  as  it  were  atted  over  again  before  our  eyes  :  Was  bis 
heart  roving  and  wandering  in  that  day  ?  Did  he  not  regard 
and  mind  the  work  he  was  going  about  ?  'Was  his  heart,  like 
thine,  ftupid,  andunaffedted  with  thefe  things  ?  Look  but  up* 
*  on  that  text,  Luke  xxii.  44.  and  you  fliail  fee  whether  it  were 
fo,  or  not.  It  is  faid  (when  this  tragedy  drew  nigh,  and  his  c- 
nemies  were  ready  to  feize  him  iathegarden)  That  being  **  ir^ 
^  **  an  agony ,^  he  prayed  more  earneftly ;  and  his  fweat  was, 

•*  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  falling  to  the  ground."  And 
Match,  xxvi.  38.  he  faith,  "  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful, 
•*  even  unto  deatln"  His  foul  was  full  of  .fqrrow :  And  is 
thine  full  of  ftopidity  ?  God  forbid  ! 

If  thy  heart  be  cold,  Chrift's  was  hot :  If  thou  canft  no£ 
,         filed  a  tear,   he  poured  out  clods  of  blood  from  every  {iart. 
O,  how  unfuitable  is  a  dry  eye>  and  hard  heart,  to  fuch  an  or-* 
dinance  as  this ! 

Reafon  4.  As^the  frame  Chrift's  Spirit  was  in  at  his  death, 
^  (hould  command  the  mod  foiemn  frame  upon  our  fpirits,  at 
the  recognizing  of  it ;  fo  the  things  here  represented,  require, . 
and  call  for  the  higheft  exercife  of  every  grace  of  the  Spirit  ia 
our  fouls  :  For  we  come  not  thither  as  idle..fpe£iators,  but  as  ac- 
tive inftruments^,  to  glorify  God,  by  exercifing  every  grace  up- 
on Chrift,  as  crucified  for  us.  Behold  here  are,  among  the  reft, 

Firjl^  The  proper  objeft  of  faith. 

Secondly^  TTie  flowing  fpring  of  repentance, 

*  Thirdly^  The  powerful  attraftive  0/  love. 

Firfti  The  proper  objeft  of  faith  is  here.    This  ordinance, 

^s  a  glafs,  reprefents  to  thine  eye  thaf  glorious  Perfon,  of 

whom  the  Father  faid,  «^  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 

<*  am  well  pleafed,"  Matth.  xvii.  5..  Of  whom  he  faid,  "  I 

«'  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty."     This  was  he  that 

*  **  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  had  no  fin,  that  we  might  b^ 
"  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  hijn,"  2  Cor.  v.  21.  Who 
trodethe  wine-prefs  alone,  and  is  here  to  l|e  feen  in'liis  red 
garments.     Every  drop  of  his  precious  blood  hath  a  tongue, 

^  calling  for  faith  to  behold  it,  poured  forth  as  a  facrifice  to  God 
J.'  for  fin.  "  This  (faith  he)  is  the  cup  of  the  New- Teftament 
\^  <*  in  my  blood,  which  was  flied  for  many,  for  the  remifliocr 
|I         «  of  fins." 

And  what  footing  could  thy  faith  find  for  pardon  and  ialva- 
^  tion  any  where  elfe  ?  It  is  Chrift  cf  ucified  that  faith  clafps,  a$ 

»       ^e  laft  and  only  hope  and  refuge  of  a  poor  fiuiicr.;  Here  a' 
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believers  drop  anchor.  This  is  that  blefled  dbjef^i  oti  Tvhom 
they  take  the  dead  gripe,  or  laft  grafp»  when  their  eye  ftring* 
and  heart-ftrings  are  breaking.  When  you  fee  the  blood  of 
Chrift  flowing  forth,  how  can  faith  be  filent  in  thy  foul  ? 
When  he  bids  thee,  as  it  were,  to  put  thy  finger  into  his  fidcf 
(hews  thee  his  hands,  and  his  feet  there ;  it  will  cry  out  in  thy 
foul,  My  Lord  !  and  my  Cod  ! 

Secondly  J  The  flowing  fpring  of  repentance  is  here.  If  there 
be  any  fire  that  can  melt,  or  hammer  that  can  break  a  hard 
heart,  here  it  is  5  Zech.  xii.  10.  "  They  fliall  look  upon  me, 
«<  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn."     Nothing  lays   a 

f;racious  foul  lower  in  itfelf,  than  to  fee  how  low  Chrift  was 
aid  in  his  humiliation  for  it. 

Here  the  evil  of  fin  is  alfo  reprefented  in  the  cleareft  glafs, 
that  ever  the  eye  of  man  faw  it  in.  The  fuflferings  of  the-  Son 
of  God  difcover  the^evil  of  fin,  more  than  the  everlafting 
torments  of  the  damned  can  do.  So  that,  if  there  be  but  one 
drop  of  fpiritual  forrow  in  the  heart  of  a  Chriftian  \  here,  me- 
thinks,  it  fhovld  be  feen  dropping  from  the  eye  of  faith. 

Thirdly^  The  moft  attraftive  objefl:  of  love  is  here.  Put  all 
created  beauties,  excellencies,  and  perfe£lions  together ;  and 
what  are  they  but  blacknefs  and  deformity,  compared  with  the 
lovely  Jefua  ?  My  beloved  (faith  the  enamoured  fpovfe)u  white 
And  ruddy  J  Cant.  v.  10.  Behold  him  at  the  table,  in  his  per- 
fe£k  innocency,  and  unparalleled  fuflferings!  This  is  He 
^*  who  was  rich,  but  for  our  fakes  became  poor ;  that  we, 
**' through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich,"  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  This 
is  he  that  parted  with  his  honour  firft,  and  his  life  next ;  yea, 
he  parted  with  his  honour  in  his  incarnation,  that  he  might  be 
capable  to  part  with  his  life  for  our  redemption. 

Behold  here  the  degrees  of  his  fiiflfieringS,  and  by  them  mea* 
fure  the  degrees  of  his  love.  Behold  in  his  death,  as  in  the 
•deluge,  all  the  fountains  beneath,  and  the  windows  of  heavea 
above,  opened  j  the  wrath  of  God,  the  cruelty  of  men,  the 
Jury  of  hell,  breaking  in  together  upon  him,  and  his  foul  fur- 
rounded  with  forj^w  ;  and  how  can  this  be  reprefented,  and 
thy  foul  not  aftonifhed  at  this  amazing,  matchlefs  love  of 
Chrift  ?  Surely  one  flame  doth  not  more  naturally  produce  a- 
nother,  than  the  love  of  Chrift,  thus  reprefented  to  a  gracious 
foul,  doth  produce  love  to  Chrift,  and  that  in  the  moflintenfe 
cjegree. 

Ufe  I.  How  naturally  doth  this  do£lrine  fhameand  humble 
the  beft  hearts,  for  their  finful  difcompofures,  vanity,  and  dcad- 
ncfs;  for  the  rovings  and  wanderings  of  tlicir  hearts,  cver^ 
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vrhen  they  come  near  Ae  Lord  in  fuch  a  folcmn  ordinance  as 
thiols  ?  ,  , 

The  holieft  man  upon  earth  may  lay  his  hand  upon  his  ' 
fareafti  and  fay,  *  Lord,  how  unfuitable  is  this  heart  of  mine,, 

*  to  fuch  an  objeft  of  faith,  as  is  here  prefented  to  me  ?  DotU 

*  fuch  a  temper  of  fpirit  fuit  thine  awful  prefence  ?  Shouitt 

*  the  reprefented  agonies  and  fufFeriags  of  Ghriftforme,  h^ 

*  beheld  with  a  fpirit  no  more  concerned,  pierced,  and  wound; 
«  ed  for  fin  ?  O  how  can  I  look  upon  him  whom  I  have  pier^ 

*  ced,  and  not  mourn,  and  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  for  ai^ 

*  only  fon,  a  firft-bom !  O  the   ftupifying  and  benumbing 

*  power  of  fin  I  O  the  efficacy  of  unbelief  I' 

It  was  charged  upon  the  Ifraelites,  as  the  gre^t  aggravatioi| 
of  their  fi«i,  that  they  "provoked  God  at  the  fea,  even  at'tbe 
**  red  fea,"  Pfal.  cvi.  7-  the  place  where  their  miraculous  fal- 
vation  was  wrought.  But,  Lord  Jefus !  my  hard  heart  pro. 
vokes  thee  in  an  higher  degree,  even  at  the  Vfd  fea  of  thy  pre- 
cious invaluable'  blood,  by  which  my  eternal  falvation'  was 
-wrought.     O  my  God!  what  a  heart  have  I  ?  Did  the  blpot^ 

^  of  Chrift  run  out  fo  freely  and  abundantly  fpr  me  5  and  can- . 
not  I  (hed  one  tear  for  my  fins,  that  pierced  him  ?  O  let  me 
stever  be  friends  with  my  own  heart,  till  it  love  Chrift  bettect 
and  hate  fin  more- 
ls 2.  This  fcripture  hath  alfo  an  awakening  voice,  to  all  that 
come  nigh  te  God  in  any  of  his  ordinance^,  efpecially  in  this 
ordinance.  O  Chriflians  \  bethink  yourfelves  where  you  are, 
and  what  you  are  doing  :  Know  you  not,  that  the  King  comes 
in  to  fee  the  guefls  ?  Yea,  you  do  know,  that  God  is  in  this 
.  place ;  an  awful  Majefti  beholds  you !  "  All  the  churches 
*^  fhall  know,  that  1  am  he  that  fearcheththe  heart  andthereins^ 
*'  and  will  give  to  every  one  as  his  work  (hall  be,"  Rev,  ii,  2  j. 
Thy  bufinefs,  Chriftian,  is  not  with  men,  but  with  God  -, 
and  the  folemneft  bufinefs  that  ever  thy  thoughts  were  convert 
fant  about.  Thou  art  here  to  recognize  the  fuffering^  of  thy 
Redeemer ;  to  take  the  feals  and  pledges  of  thy  falvatibn  from, 
the  hand  of  his  Spirit :  Imagini^  the  fartie  thilg,  which  is  now 
to  be  done  fpiritually,  and  by  the  miniftry  of  faith,  were  but  to 

I  be  performed  vifibly  and  audibly,  by  the  miniftry  of  thy  fcnfcsJ 
-  Suppofe  Jefus  Chrift  did  perfonally  (hew  himfelf  at  this  table, 
ghd  were  pl^fcd  to  r^ake  himfelf  known  iti  breaking  of  bread; 

i  as  once  he  did  to  the  difciples.  Suppofe  thou  faweft  him^  af-' 
pear  at  this  table  as  he   doth  now   appear 'rn  heaven,  as    a 

y         Lamb  that    had   been   Jl^in  .•    Imagine    thou    he^rdft    hinif 

r.        fay,  <  Believer,  this  precious  blood  of  mine  was  flied  for 
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«  thee' :  There  be  millions  of  men  and  women  in  the  worlds 
«  naturally  as  good  as  thee,  that  (hall  have  no  intereft  in  it, 

<  or  beneht  by  it :  But  for  thee,  it  was  flied,  and  fdr  the  re- 
^  miflion  of  thy  fm$5  my  blood  was  the  only  thing  in  the 

*  world  that  was  equal  to  the  defert  of  thy  (ins,  and  it^  hath 
f  made  full  fatisfaaion  to  God  for  them  all :  Thy  fins,  which 
«  are  many,  are  therefore  forgiven  thee  :  My  4)lood  hath  pur- 
«  chafed  the  eternal  inheritance  of  glory  for  the^  ;  and  this 

<  day  I  am  come  to  deliver  the  feals  and  pledges  thereof  into 

<  thine  hand.     Take  then  the  feals  of  eternal  ialvation  thi« 

•  day,  take  thine  own  Chrift  with  all  that  he  is,  and  hath  j 

<  in  thine  arms.  AVhatever  I  have  fuffered,  done,  or  procur* 
«  ed  for  any  of  my  faints  ;  I  have  fuffered,  done,  and  procur- 
«  ed  the  fame  for  thee.** 

Why,  all  this  is  here  to  be  done,  as  really  and  truly,  tho*  in 
a  more  fpiritual  way,  at  this  table.  And  fliall  not  fuch  bufi- 
nefe  as  this  is,  fully  fix  and  engage  thy  heart  ?  What  then  fliall 
dc  it? 

Awake,  faith;  awake,  repentance;  awake,  fove ;  yea,  let 
all  the  powers  of  my  foul  be  thoroughly  awakened  this  day  to 
attend  the  Lord. 


THESECOND 

M    E    D    I    T    A    T    I    O    N, 

UPON 

Jer.  xii.  2.  Thou  art  near  in  their  mouthy  and  farfr<m  theif 
•  reins.   , 

THIS  fcripture  gives  us  the  charafter  and  defcription  of 
an  hypocrite:  And  he  is  here  defcribed  two  ways ;  viz* 

1.  By  what  he  hath. 

2.  By  \#tat  he  hath  not, 

Firji^  The  hypocrite  is  defcribed  by  what  he  hath  :  Hchath 
God  in  his  mouth  ;  "  Thou  art  near  in  their  mouth ;"  i.  e* 
They  profefs  with  a  full  mouth,,  that  they  are  thy  people, 
faith  Pifcator;  or,  they  fpeak  much  about  the  law  (as  another 
explains  it) ;  God,  and  his  temple,  religion,  with  its  riteSa  are 
much  talked  of  ampng  them  ;  *they  have  him  in  their  prayers 
and  duties  ;  and  this  is  all  that  the  hypocrite  hath  of  God ;  re-^ 


^  >ti.m^7rjy^ifi€shw  tongue  ithaf  fediis  fot^dedicatd 
ko  God  5  but  it  penetrates  ho  farther.    And  thfercforc; 

SecinXy^  ^Kfc  fe  HefcHbed  by  that  he  hath  i^ot,  or  by  i^hat 
Ke  wants:  yifnirf  (oVybut)  fjte^i  an  fdr  frm  their  Veins  s  Lei 
They  feel  ITdt  the  {kxwer  and  ihiluaice^  of  that  name,  ivhi^h 
they  fo  dfteli  i&yocsLtA  aiad  talk  of,  going  doHn  to  their  vcty  . 
reins,  and  alBeSiing  their  veify  hearttS.  Sd  we  lAuft  u&derftaifd 
^'this  metapfhorical  etpreffion  here,  as  the  pppofitioh  dired:^  t 
Tor  the  reitts,  having  fo  gteat  and  fetifibie  a  fympathy  with 
the  beart^  (WhieK  is  the  feat  of  tlie  a;fie^}oris  and  paffioiis,)  u^- 
dn  that  account^  it  isflfual  in  fciriptlii'ei  topUtthe  r^ins  ibr^ 
thpfe  intihiate  and  feicret  affe£lioiiS|  thoughts^  and  paffions  6if 
the  heartj  i*ith  whieh  they  have  fo  near  ttognatibni  arid  fb 

•  fenfible  a  fympathy.     When  the;  heart  is  iiiider  ^reat  cotiftet- 
;hation)  the  loiil^  6t  reins  are  feized  alfo.     As  Jban.  v.  6. 

Then  the  "  kitig^s  countenance  i^as  dhangcdjand  his  thoughts 

•  ^^  troubled  hiirty  and  tjlie  jcitits  of  hi6  loins  were  lck)fed.'*    Oii 
'the  coritratyvwhen  the  heart  is  filled  i^ith  delig&tand^adne($» 

the  reins  aire  faid  td  rejoice  j  I*rov;  kxiii.   i6.  **^Yca,  niy 

'*«  reins  (hall  tejoicej  When- thy  lips  fpeak  right  :'*  ntiisj  Mi* 

'  iia  dijjikamj  **  I  fliall  even  leap  for  joy.*'     So  thenj  when  the 

prophet  faith,  "  God  is  far  frdih  tke  reihd  of  tke  hypocrite  i'^ 

the  meatiihg  is»  be  feels  liot  th^  heart-a^ffeftiilg  influence  add 

J)Owe'r  of  religioii  upon  his  hcait  and  a{FeCUons»  as  God's  peo- 

'^le  do.     And  hence  the  note  will  bc^ 

Bo£t;.  That  God  comes  nearer  io  th^  hearts  and  reins  of  His 
petpk  in  their  dutiei\  than  he  doth  to  ^ny  hypocritical^  or 
formal  prt^ejir. 
B)L  God'^  neatiiefs,  i^e  lindelrftarid  hot  his  <Jmhiprefcncc 

•  jj^that  neither  cdme^  nor  goefii)  lior  his  love  to  his  ptople  (that 
^bide^) ;  biit  the  fehfiblej  f#eet  mamjfeftations,  and  outlets  of 

'  it  to  thcit  fouls.  So  irt  PfaL  cklv.  1 8.  «•  The  Lord  is  iiigh  Uii^ 
'<<  to  ail  that  call  upoii  iiim^  unb  all  that  call  upon  him  ill 
^<  thith.**,  ^  . 

Note,  the  rcftriSioii  aiid  limitatloii  of  this  gjor^iotis  pAvi^ 

•  lege }  it  is  the  peculiar  cnj6ymerit  of  fiiiderc  aiid.upHght-hcart^ 
ed  wor())ippers.  Others  ihay  have  Commumoii  with  dtitic^^ 
but  riot  with  jdrOd  in  them.  , 

'  But  that  dod  coiiics  rtigh>  vefy  nigK,  to  ut^right  hearts  ui 

their  duties^  is  a  truth  a$  fenfibly  roantjefl  to  4»ritudi|ter£bnsi 

lis  that  they  are  nigh  the  fire,  when-  they  feel  the  comfortaHl 

<heaf  of  it  refr^fliirig  them  ia  a  cold  feafon^  when  they  ai^  lil< 

Vet.  Vm;      .  H  B 
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moft  ibryed  and1>enumbed  with  cold*  Three  thihg^  make  tbi^  » 

evident. 

Firjlj  Sincere  fouls  are  fcnfiblc  of  God's  acccffcs  to  them  la 
their  duties,  they  feel  his  approaches  to  their  fpirits ;  Lam.  iu» 
57.  **  Thou  dreweft  near  in  the  day  that  I  called  upon  thee' j 
«*  thpu  faidft,  Fear  not/'  And  what  a  furprize  was  that  to  the 
church ;  Cant.  ii.  8.  "  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  \  behold, 
•*  h^  cometh,"  ifc,  .Certainly  there  is  a  felt  prcfence  of  God, 
which  no  words  can  make  another  to  underftand  5  they  feel  - 
that  fountain  flowing  abundantly  into  the  dry  pits,  the  heart 
fills  apace,  the  empty  thoughts  fwell  with  a  f^lnefs  of  fpiritual 
things,  which  ftrive  for  vent. 

Secondly  J  They  are  fenfible  of  God's  receffes,  and  with-  . 
drawment  from  their  fpirits  j  they  feel  how  the  ebb  follows 
the  flood,  and  {low  the  waters  abate.  So  you  find  it  in  Cant. 
V.  6.  "I  opened  to  my  beloved,  but  my  beloved  had  with- 
er drawn  himfelf,  and  was  gmie ;  my  foul  failed  when  he 
«<  fpake  :  I  fought  him,  but  1  could  not  find  him ;  I  called, 
«  but  he  gave  me  no  anfwer."  The  Hebrew  is  very  pathe- 
ticalj  He  nvas  gone^  was  gone.  A  fad  change  of  the  fran>e 
of  her  heart  quickly  followed. 

Tkrdlyi  The  Lord's  heamefs  to  the  hearts  and  reins  of  his 
pedple  in  their  duties,  is  evident  to  them  from  the  eiFedis  that 
it  leaves  upon  their  Spirits.  For  look,  as  it  is  with  the  earth 
and  plants^  with  refpe£l  to  the  approach  or  remove  of  the  fun 
in  the  fpring  and  autumn ;  fo  it  is  here  as  Chrift  fpeaks,  Luke 
XXI.  29.  "  When  ye  fee  the  fig-tree,  and  all  the  trees,  ihoot 
*<  forth,  ye  know  that  fummer  is  nigh  at  hand."  An  ap- 
proaching fun  renews  the  face  of  the  e:arth,  and  makes  nature 
fmile.  The  trees  bud  and  blofibn),  the  fiflics  rife,  the  bir^s 
fing ;  it  is  a  kind  of  refurre£tion  to  nature  from  the  dead,  So 
it  is  when  the  Lord  comes  near  the  hearts  and  reins  of  men  in 
duty :  For  then  they  fi|id  that, 

L    J  •     r  'J    i^  heregiven  to  Aien,  the  fulnefs  whereof  is  in 
TjSf'5f^/"'^/«' heaven;  hence  called,  a  Cor.  i.  22,  "The 
■^tiZ^Z  "  *»"'«'*  *>f  ^^^  Spirit."    And  ;  Pet.  i.  8. 
b  nv  *  Glorified  joy  y  or  a  fliort  falvation.    Oh!  what 

compa  y.  .^  ^^^ ,  vi)^zx,  is  this  i  Certainly  it  is  fome- 

thing  that  hath  ho  affinity  with  flefh,  or  grofs  corporeal  ple^- 
furcs  ;  but  is  of  another  nature,  fomething  which  tranfcends 
all  that  ever  was  felt  or  taftedin  this  world,  fincc  we  were  fiifl; . 
convetfant  among  fenfible  objects* 
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I  «?^w«^ffj/,  A  mighty  flrength  and  power  coming  into  their 
Ibula,  and  a£hiating  all  its  faculties  and  graces.  When  God 
comes  near,  new  powers  enter  the  foul ;  the  feeble  is  as  David, 
Pfalm  cxxxviii.  3.  **  In  the  day  that  I  cried,  thou  anfweredft 
•♦  mcj'andftrengthenedftmewith  ftrength  in  my  foul."  Cant. 
i.  12.  "  Whilft  the  king  fitteth  at  his  table,  my  fpikenard," 
(be.  Hope  was  low,  and  faith  was  weak,  little  flrength  in  any 
grace,  except  ddires;  but  wh«n  the  Lord  comes,  flrength 
comes  with  him.  Then  as  it  is,  Neh.  viii,  10.  "  The  joy  of 
*^  the  Lord  is  your  fl:rength."  O  the  vigorous  fallies  of  the ' 
heart  to  God !  Pfalm  Ixiii.  8.  «  O  the  flrength  of  love  !"  Cant, 
viii.  6.  Duties  are  other  manner  of  things  than  they  were 
wont  to  be.  "Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us?"  Luke 
xxiv.  32. 

'■■  Thirdly^  A  remarkable  transformation  and*  change  of  fpirijt 
follows  it. 

Thefe  things  are  found  to  be  marvelloufiy  ^Similating.  < 
^The  fights  of  God,  the  felt  pi^fence  of  God,  is  as  fire,  whidi 
quickly  aifimilates  what  is  put  into  it  to  its  own  likenefaL  So 
7,  Cor.  ill.  18.  They  arc  faid  to  be  <*  changed  from  glory  to 
*♦  glory."  It  always  leaves  the  itiind  more  refined  and  abflraffc* 
'  ed  from  groft  material  things,  and  changed  into  the  fame 
image.  They  have  a  fimilitude  of  Gpd  upon  them,,  who  have 
God  near  unto  their  hearts  and  reins. 

yaurthfyy  A  vigorous  working  of  the  heart,  heaven* ward; 
a  fnounting  of  the  foul  upward.  Now  the  foul  fliews  that  it 
hath  not  forgot  its  way  home  again*  It  is  with  fuch  a  foul  fis 
fenfibly.  emoraces  Chrifi  in  the  arms  of  £aith,  a$  it  with  was 
Simeon,  when  he  took  him  bodily  into  his  arms.  "  Now  (faith 
*f  he)  let' thy  fervai^t  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  feep 
*^  thy  falvation."  O  it  would  have  the  wings  of  a  dove,  to  fly 
ftway  from  this  polluted  world,  this  unquiet  worlds  and  be  at 
reft.      /  ,  ^ 

Infer,  i.  Then  certainly  there  is  an  heaven^  and  a  fiat e  if 
glory  far  the  faints.  Heaven  is  no  dream  or  night  vifion  v 
\t  is  fenfibly  rafted  and  felt  by  thoufands  of  witnefles  in  this 
world ;  they  are  fure  it  is  no  mi/lake.  God  is  with  them  of 
a  truth,  jn  the  way  of  their  duties  :  They  do  not  only  read  of 
a  glorified.eye,  but  they  have  fometbing  of  it^  or  like  it  in  this 
world  :  **  The  pure  in  heart  do  here  fee  God,"  Mat.,  v.  8.  The 
faints  have  not  only  a  witnefs  without  them  in  the  wordj  that 
there  is  a  ftate  of  glory  prepared  for  believers,  but  they  have  a 
witne&  inthcmfdves.    Thefeare  not  the teftimonies of  cjaisert 
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bcain$,  but  of  the  wifeft  aiid  moft  ferkms  of  men  i  zi0|^{r«s^ 
bfit  a  mttltimde  of  them  5.  not  cdnjc&utrs^lly  deUTered*  W  iqH)!^ 
^fte,  feeling,  and  trial.  6  Wc^e4  be  God  for  fiich  ^enfilito 
c^iififinatio^^  ftrc^i  fwect  prelibsitiorifi ! 

ffff^r.  2.  l^u^  oh  !  vbat  is  bcayerA  ?  And  vth^  that  ftitet  • 
of  glorj-reifenf^d  for  ttie  £ui^ts  ?  Doth  a  glimjpfe  of  Goit's  pre- 
fence  in  a  duty,  go  down  to  t^e  hicaft  and  reins  i  Q  bpi^  im« 
vtteraUe  t^ien  mttft  thai  be  which  is  feen  and  felt  siboiFe^;  wh^ce. 
God  i:>otne^  as  near  to  men  as  can  be  I  R<jy.  xxit.  3»  4.  "  The. 
tf  throne  of  Gold  and  the  Lamb  fliaft  be  in  it,  aid  his  b^YMtsk 
^i  (MUt<»n^e  him ;  and  they  ihall  fee  his  facc*^  And  1  TbeA 
jr.  17.  «♦.  Afni(o  we  ftiall  be  ever  viA  the  tord»**  Q  whatia 
^a^ !  <•  E?cr  with  the  LdrdT  Chriftians^  lehat  ym  fed  and 
fafte  here  by  faith,  is  par^oif  heaven^s  glory  y  but  yet  heaytn  wJUj 
ht  an  unfp<»ikaB}efurprizaltoyout  nrhen  ym  ctmo^  ihithec  forali 
^hat:  •*!(  doth  not  yet  appear  whatvrc  (hall  be,"  i  John  iii.  1,2. 

J^nfit'  3^.  See  henpetheixeceffitv  ibf  eafting  thefe  v(?ry  bodies 
iofto  i  liew  mold  by  their  r^^nrrcdion  from  the  dead,  accordr 
ilEigto  Aitt,  I  90r:  xr.  41.  V  It  lis  Ibwn  in  weaknieKs,  but  ratfed 
\*  in  poWer.^  How;  <4fe  could  it  be  a  oa'pardfier  with  th.e  fonJ 
in  the  ineffiiijbik  joys  of  that  prefence  above  I 

The  ftate  of  this  mortality  cannot  hiear  the  falnef^  of  that 
joy.  £E^-  Lord,  ftay  thy  band,  iTaid  a  choice  ObrHlian  once, 
thycreati^ire  isWt^clay-TciB^t  a^  can  hold,  liirmore.  Uz 
tranfient  gKmtpfe  of  God  here,  be'  felt  ii^  the  very  reins,  if  it  £oi 
work  upon  ttie  ycry  body  ^y  fympathy  l|rith  the  f«ul,  0  what. 
>agorous  fpiritual  bodies,  doth  Ai^.  ftate  of  ^oiy  require  I  ind 
fuch  {hi\l  tiieyl>e ;  Phil.  iii.  la.,  <>  Like  utttct  CbniVsg}ar&ns 
U  body/*     -^       '.."    •■      '    •  "'      "■  /      ■     "^      ' 

Infer.  4.  hi  G6d  {b  near  to  bi$  people .  above  ^H  others  in 

the  world  ?  How  good  is  it  to^  neair  them  that  ad^e  Co  i^ear  te^ 

God  ?  O,  it  Would  dx^  a  m^'s  h^artgood  to  be  n^ear  that  |^^ 

i^on  who  hath  lately  had  God  near  tdhts  foul!    Well  migbt 

i>avtd  f^y, 'P&lm  xvi.  3.  ^.  AH  niy  delight  is  in  the  fiants,  and. 

■^  in  the  excellent  of  the  ejarth.*'^    And  again,  ft^in  cm/L.  63, 

«  1  ani  a  (jomrpaTiion  of  all  fiich  as  fc^r  thee."    0  this  is  the 

^uty  of  Chrifti^ri  fcllowfliip,  this  is  the  glory  of  that  fociety  I. 

not  the  cpmmiitrication  of  their  gifo,  b^  ti*e  tavout  o£  God  an. 

their  fpirits.    If  any  thing  be  alluring  in  this  wcarld,  this  is  5 

't  John  i.  J.  <«  That  ye  may  have  feltewffiip' with  us  i  and  trulj 

^  our  fellowfliip  is Vith'the^Father,  and  witji  his  Son  Chiift 

*«  Jefus.'*  It  is  faid,  Zech.  viJr.  23.  of  the  jews^  the  time  ftialt 

^ome,  when  there  (hall  be  fuch  a  prefenee  of  God  among  that 

epple^  that  <<  ten  mbn  out  of  all  language  ib^take  li^ci  o^- 


n  ^  Idtta  oShim  th^  is  21  Jew  s  £iying,  We  wili  gd  vrhh  youj, 
f  *  for  we  have  heard  tfaas  Giiid  i»  with  j^u.'^ 

Chrifiian$)  if  there  were  more  pf  God  upop.  yo%  and  in, 
ypvi  others  would' next  ^  tempted:  to  kave  pur  Ibciety)  astcT 
laU  in;  wi^  the  men  of  the.  world;  they  would  byj  we  wiU  gp^ 
wfkh  you,  for  God  i9  witlr  yxKU. 

Jttfer.  j:-  If  God  be  ix  tiear  to  the  heart  and  reins  q£  hisi 
peof^  i|i  dieir  duties  €>  how  affiduousi  fliquld  t]^ey.  be  in  their 
dufieaF^^tcifi  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  Qod,"  Ciahiii 
Ixxiii.  18.  Good  indeed;  the  world  canitpt  (ewaid  the  ex^ 
PpBce  o(  tffde  al  this  fate,  wich  all  its  glory  -^  James  iv.  0. 
f^  Draw  nigh  m  Oodi  and  he  will  draw  nigh  to  you :  thou 
H  me^ft  him  that  tqoscethand^orketh  righteowfnefs  ;  tbofer 
1*  that  remember  thee  19  thy  ways,"  Ifa. Jxiv,  5, 

OifJ,  It  would  be  an  encouragement  inde^i  if  |  might  thus 
pitt%Qq^  in  i^he  wsiy  of  duty }  but  that  i$  but  (eldom  I  can  fo 
meet  Ck>d  there,  in  fei^t^le  power^l  putk^  of  his  grace  and 
^ve  !  I  am  moft  4^^  a^^d  cold  there  :  I  feel  t^%  commuixion 
li^ith  God  |oii^  dowp  to  my  heatt  an(|  reins. 

SoL  hrfl^  You  draw  *nigH  to  God  i  but  is  it  in  trutbj  or  In 
mere  for^nality  ?  jGod  is  pnly  nis^.  tp  fuch  as  call  upon  him 
in  truth,   l^felnvcxlv.  iB*  '  J^    ' 

Seeosri^fliyftm  hearts  befinccte,  y^t  a^eth^y  iv>t  iliig- 

Siffa  ?  Do  you  ftir  ufi  joiiri!^l?es  to  take  hold  of  God  ?  Many 
lere  be  that  do  not ;  ifa.  Ixiv.  7.  and  Cant.  v.  3, 5. 

Tlwrdty^  Have  you  not  grieved  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  cayf-: 
fd  him  to.  withdraw  from  you.  O  tcmtmhtx  what  pride  and 
vanity  \ad^  beeti  in  you,  after  former  manifeftations  %  £phe{L 
iv-  30. 

F^rtbfyy  Nevertheless  wait  fqr  God  in  his  ways ;  his  com- 
ing-ttpon  our  ibuls  is  oftentimes,  yea,  rooftly,  a  iurprisal^io  ui  $ 
pant*,  vi^  12.  <<  Or  ^er  I  was  aware,  my  foul  made  me  as  the 
*<  charier  9fAmn]inadib."    . 

In/er^  6.  What  fteady  Chriftians.  (bould  all  real  Chriftians 
}ft  ?  For  lo,  whata  feal  and  witnefs  hath  religion  in  the  bread 
of  every'  fincefe  profcffor  of  it  ?-  True  Chriftians  do  not  only 
hear  by  repiprt,  or  learn  by  books,  the  reality  of  it ;  but  fisel  by 
esperiaacr,  and  have  a  fenfihle  proof  of  it  in  their  very  hearts 
a^Ki  leins ;  their  reins  inftru^^  them,  as  it  is  Pi'alm  xvi.  y. 
They  learn  byfpiritual  fenfe  and  feeling,  than  which  nothing 
(Oan  give  greater  confirmation  in  the  ways  of  God. 
'  There  are  two  ioit&  of  knowledge  among  men;  onetradi- 
^onal,  the  other  experimental:  this  laft  the  apoftle  calls  a 
<<.  laming  inottCGsl^tcfi }''  Heb-  x.  34.  and  offtoics  it  to  that 
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traditional  knowledge  which  may  be  faid  to  be  without  pnr^ 

felvesy  becaufe  borrowed  from  other  men. 

Now  this  experience  we  have  of  the  power  of  religion  in  our 
fo^s,  is  that  only  which  fixes  a  man's  fpirit  in  the  ways  of 
godlinefs.  It  made  the  Hebrews  take  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of 
their  goods ;  no  arguments  or  temptations  can  wreft  truth  out 
ctf  the  hand  of  experience,  A^n  ejl  difputandum  degujtu.  For 
want  of  this,  many  profefibrs  turn  afide  from  truth  in  the  hour 
of  trial.  O  brethren  !  labour  to  feel  the  influences  of  religi- 
on upon  your  very  hearts  and  reins  !  this  will  fettle  you  bet- 
ter than  all  the  arguments  in  the  world  can  do ;  by  this,  the 
ways  of  God  are  more  endeared  to  men,  than  by  any  other 
way  in  the  world.  When  your  hearts  have  once  feltitit  you 
will  never  forfake  it.  ^ 


T  .H  E    THIRD 
MEDITATION^ 

UPON 

K  o  M*  vii.  21.  /  find  then  a  4awy  that  when  I  woulddogood^ 
^vil  is  prefent  ivith  me. 

THIS  chapter  is  the  very  anatomy  of  a  Chrlftian's  hearty 
and  gives  an  account  of  the  moft  fecret  frames,  and  in- 
ward workings  of  it,  both  as  to  graces  and  corruptions :  and 
tHis  verfe  is  a  compendium  of  both  ;  for  the  words  are  a  mourh<* 
ful  complaint,  uttered  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  an  inward  pref- 
fure,  by  reafon  of  fm;  wherein  we  are  to  cOnfider.  threo 
tilings :  '  '        ■ 

1.  The perfon  complaining. 

2.  The  matter  of  complaint* 

3.  The  difcovery  of  that  matter. 

Firflf  The  .  perfon  complaining :  I  find,  I  Paul,  though  I 
eome  not  behind  the  chiefeft  of  all  the  apoftles,  though  I  have 
been  wrapt  into  the  third  heaven,  and  heard  things  unuttera« 
ble ;  yet  I,  for  all  that,  find  in  me  a  law.  Never  was  any 
mere  man  more  deeply  fan£tified  j  never  any  lived  at  an  high- 
ei  rate  of  communion^with  God;  never  any  did  Chrift  more 
fervice  in  this  world ;  and  yet  he  found  a  law  of  fin  in  him- 
Hf.  .  ^  •      ^ 

Secondly,  The  matter  of  the  complaint,  which  confiftft  in  i 
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doiiMe^l'  be  groaned  under ;  viz.  i,,  Tbe.'prefence  of  fin  ^t 
all  times.     5.  The  operation  of  fin,,  efpecially  atfbme  times. 

firfti  The  prefcrice  of  fin  alj  all  times  :  EvU  (faith  he)  is 
prefent  with  mcy  it  follows  me  as  my  (hadow  doth.  By  evil  we 
muft  underftandno  other  evil  Imt  fin,  the  evil  of  evils ;  which* 
in  rcfpeft  of  power  and  efficacy,  he  alfo  calls  a  law ;  becaufe 
as  laws^  by  reafon  of  their  annexed  rewards  and  punifhments, 
have  a  mighty  power  and  efficacy  upon  the  minds  of  men ;  jGb 
fin,  indwelling  fin,  that  root  of  all  our  trouble  and  forroW, 
bath  a  mighty  efficacy  upon  as. 

And  this  is  the  mournful  matter  of  his  complaint :  it  is  not 
for  outward  jifflidions,  though  he  had  many  ;  nor  for  what  he 
fuffiered  from  the  hands  of  men,  though  he  fuffered  many 
grievous  tilings  ;'but  it  is  fin,  dwelling  and  working-  in  himy 
that  fwallows  up  all  other  troujbles,  as  rivers  are  loft  in  the 
fea ;  this  evil  was  always  with  him,  the  conftant  refidence  of 
fin  was  in  his  heart  and  nature* 

Secondly^  And  what  further  adds  to  his  burden,,  as  it  dwelt 
in  him  at  all  times,  fo  it  exerted  its  efficacy  more  efpecially  at 
fome  times,  and  thofe  the  fpecial  times,  and  principal  feafons 
in  his  whole  life :  when  I  would  do  good  (faith  he)  any  fpiri- 
tual  good,  and  among  the  reft,  when  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  any 
fpiritual  duty,  of  heavenly  employment;  when  I  dcfign  to  ' 
draw  near  to  God,  tand  promife  myfelf  comfort  and  redrefs  in 
communion  *  with  him,  then  is  fevil  prefent.  Oh  !  if  I  were 
but  rid  of  it  in  thofe  hours^  what  a  mercy  ihould  I  efteem  it» 
though  I  were  troubled  with  it  at  other  times !  Could  I  but  en-   , 
joy  my  freedom  from  it  in  the  feafons  of  duty,  and  times  of 
communion  with  God,  what  a  comfort  wcnild  that  be !  But 
then  is  the  fpecial  feafon  of  Its  operation  :  never  is  fin  more  * 
aclive  and  bufy,  than  atfuch  a  time;  and  this,  O  this  is  my 
niifefy  and  my  burden ! 

Thirdly^  The  next  thing  to  be  heeded  here,  is  the  difcovery 
of  this  evil  to  him,  over  which  h^  fo  mourns  and  laments  :  I 
£nd  then  a  law,  faith  he,  I  find  it  (i.  e.)  b^  inward  fenfe,  feel- 
ing, and  fad  experience.  He  knew  there  was  fuch  a  thing  as 
original  fin  in  the  nature  of  men,  when  he  was  an  unregene- 
rated  Pharifee ;  l>ut  though  he  had  then  the  notion  of  it,  he 
hadndt  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  it  as  now  he  had  ;  he  now 
feels  what  before  he  traditionally  imderftood  and  talked  of:  I 

*  When  !  go  about  the  bcft  exercifes  of  religion,  I  find  within 
inetht  law  of  the  flelh  rifin^  op,  and  withdrawing  me  from  them* 

VToulliuu 
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jpaA  St  IftKr,  4j.  d.  what  or  how  others  find,  iltiMw  not :  'ibAS 
may  boaft  of  their  giftsy  md  fome  may  tailk  more  dian  be^ 
comes  them  of  their  graced  \  they  may  find  excellf  neies  iii 
themfelvfes,  and  admire  thetnfetved  too  much  for  thota  ;  bdty 
fortny  p^Mt,  *<  I  find  a  hw,  that  when  I  would  do^dod,  evil 
*<  b^efefst/'  t  am  fore  I  find  a  bad  hestrt  iti  the  beft  fi^oh^ 
a^prond^itead/wandring,  hard  hearty  t  fitiid  it  w^Ailiyoiit  of 
iM^der,  God  kttowsi  and  this  is  my  liiifcry.     Hetice  note,  _ 

Doa.  That  the  bejtajfiftians  do  fenfibly  f^ily  andfiuUy  i't- 

wail  the  workings  of  their  corrupt i^m^  and  thafin'ihe  nA* 

ryfenfins  and  opportunities  (f  thrir  ^wmiuitim  isufls^  God. 

.  firmgthv  thoughts,  reader,  dofe  to  this  point,  aijkifadty 

^ponder  thejfe  three  things  in  it : 

Firfty  In  what  fpedal  a£ks'Cbriftians  Ufe  to'feel  the  work- 
*in'g  ^  their  corruption  in  the  feafon  of  their  c<»mmQiiion. 

Secmiifyf  Why  is  1t  that  corruption  ftirs  ^nd  trodbld»  thcf<ti 
more  at  fuch  a  time  than  at  othets. 

fhirdfyf  Upon  What  Recount' this  is:fo  grtat  a  burden  to  c^ 
'very  gracious  heart, 

Firjif  'As  tofthfe  firft  ^i  tbefe,  tramdiy,  the  (pecial  aaiiig^df 
^oirrupcton  in  the  feafons  of  communion,  they  are  fti^h  as  h^iiie 
"a  natural  aptitude  and  defign  to  deftroy  all  comniunibn  be- 
twixt Ood  and  the  foul ;  Gal.  v.  17.  «  The  fleffi  lufteth  a^ 
•*  gairtft  theSpint."  It  is  contrary  to  die  Spirit ;  and' by  rea- 
son of  that '  contrariety,  a  po<)r  Chriftian  cannot  do  die  *  things 
that  he  would.  -  ^ 

How  maihy  fimes  have  fome- Chriftians  lamented  this  irpotr 
*theirWiiee8^  with'bteeding  hearts  and' w<*cping^j^«^^  Lord,  I 
came  'hither  to  e*ijoy  thee ;  I  hoped  for  fome  Ifght,  ftreitgthi 
'andfefreflimeftt  in  this'duty :  I  proniifekl'myfelf  a  good  hour; 
*my  heart  began  to  warm  and  melt  hi  -duty  $  I  was  nigh  to  the 
expectation  and  defire  of  my  foul }  but  the  unbelief,  deadnefs, 
'and  vanity  of  my  he^rt  h'atfi  fep^afated  bctwitt  the  and  iny  God^ 
and  W!th-heW  good  things  from  me. 

Three  things  afe  requifite  to  cohwnunion  livith  God  in  dir^ 
tiest 

Fiffti  Compofednefs  of  thoughts. 

Secondly^  A£l:ivityoffeitb. 

Thirdly  J  Excitation  of  affe£iions :  and  all  thefi?  are  fen^bly 
iobftrufted  by  innate  Gbrruption  ;  for  by  iii-dwellihg  fin, 

Firftj  The  order  of  the  foul  is  difturbed  by  fending  forth 
mtiltitiides  of  vaitr  aiid  inipcrtinent  thoughts,  •  to  irifeft  an* di- 
;ftra£l  the  foul  in  itsr  approaches  to  God :  the  fenfe  pi  this  evil 
gave  occafion  to  that  prayer^  Pfal.  l^xvi.  li.   ^^  Ufiiite^ 


^<  I16M  to  tflif  thy  name/'  How  much  have  we  to  dd  ^ith 
bur  own  hearts  upon  this  account  every  day  ?  Abundance  of 
f  ules  are  given  to  cure  thii  evil,  but  the  corru|)tioa  of  thcf 
heM  ihal^s  them  all  ffecefTaty, 

Secwdfyt  The  a^vtty  of  faith  is  clogged  by  tt^Htlfal  un* 
belief :  O  whsSt  difficulties  is  every  work  of  fiiith  cafriect 
thtou^h!  <<Lordy  t  belietei  help  thou  my  unbelief/'  Mark 
it.  24.  It  cramps  the  hand  of  fahl)  in  every  part  of  iu  work  ; 
the  foul  fenfibly  feels  itfdf  bound  and  fettered  by  its  oWa  tin- 
belief,  fo  that  it  cannot  aflent  with  that  fulnefs,  cleariieft,  and 
det^minatehefs  that  it  would  j  it  cannot  apjily  with  that 
Ibrength)  certainty,  2ind  comfort  it  defires ;  and  thus  aire  the 
Wings  of  faith  pinioned,  that  when  We  ihould  fbar  aloft  ih  thtf  ^ 
bigheft  a£ls  of  fweet  communion  vrith  God,  We  can  Init  flut- 
ter upon  thfc  eirth,  and  make  fome  weak  eflays  and  offers  hea- 
ven-ward, which  oftemimes  are  fruifarated  ami  put  by,  througli 
the  unbelief  that  is  in  us. 

Thirdly^  The  excitation  of  the  affediions  is  rendered  difficulty 
by  reafon  of  that  nairual  deadneis  and  tmrdnefi  thsct  is  in  thd 
beart.  Alas,  it  is  naturally  an  heart  of  ftone,  and  as  esdy  it  is 
to  diflblve  or  melt  the  rocks  into  a  fweet  fyrup,  as  the  heart  in- 
to fpiritual  and  heavenly  afTe^iions  towards  God.  There  i^ 
icarce  any  One  thing  in  the  world  that  Chriftians  more  pai&on- 
i&tely  bewail,  and  are  more  fenfibly  afflided  for,  than  the  dead- 
iie&  ahd  iiardnefs  of  their  own  hearts.  Nothing  is  found  fuf- 
.  ficient  fometimes  to  affe^l  and  raife  them ;  and  yet  if  they  b^ 
iiot  excited  out  of  their  torpor  and  ftupidity,  they  cannot  have 
communion  with  God  in  duties. 

Secondly^  And  if  we  enquire  into  the  reafohs  why  poor 
Chriftians  find  themfelves  more  infeftedby  natural  corruptions' 
in  the  feafons  of  duty  than  at  other  times  \  the  reafons  are  Ob- 
vious to  him  that  coniiders,  i*  That  duty  irritates  it ;  a.  Sa- 
tan excites  it  I  3.  God  permits  it  to  be  fo. 

Firft^  Corruption  is  irritated  by  duty,  it  is  provoked  by  that 
which  bridles  and  purges  it :  Nothing  is  found  more  deftruc- 
tive  to  fin  than  communion  with  God  is;  and  therefore  no- 
thing makes  a  fiercer  oppofition  to  all  fellowihlp  and  Commu* 
tiion  betwixt  the  foul  and  its  God  than  fin  doth.  As  waters 
fweli  and  rage  when  they  are  obitru£led  by  a  dam,  fo  do  our 
irruptions  wheii  obftructed  and  checked  by  duty^  Sin  would 
fain  make  men  leave  praying,  and  prayer  would  fain  make 
jmen  leave  finning.  > 

Secondly y  As  (^ty  irdtates  it,  fo  Satan  excm  it^  dbcciaHv 

Vol,,  ym.  X        .  I  i        '^"^ 
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in  fuch  feafonfi.  When  Jofhua  the  high  prieft  flood  beforcthcs;. 
tiOid,  Satan  was  feen  (landing  at  his  right  hand  to  refift  hi^^m,^ 
Zech.  iii.  i.'  How  hard  is  it  for  a  Chriflian  then  to  be  dextrous^ 
apt,  and  ready  for  fpiritual  works,  whilft  Satan  ftands  at  hi» 
right  hand,  the  working  hand,  to  make  refiftance. 

The  devil  is  aware  that  one  hour  of  clofe,  fpiritua),  and 
hearty  Gonverfe  with  God  in  prayer,  is  able  to  puU  down  what 
Be  hath  been  contriving  and  buildrng  many  a  year.  Now  this 
Envious  fpirit  having  an  eafy  accefs  to  the  fancy,  that  Bufy  and 
wnruly'powerof  the  foul,,  will  not  be  wanting  to  create  fucH 
figments  and  notions  in  it,  as,,  like  a  rapid  dream,  ilialf  carry 
away. the  foul  and  all  its  thoughts  from  God  in  duty.  O  what 
ado  have  mpft  Chriftians  to  prevent  the  Tallies  and  excurfions 
of  their  hearts  from  God  at  fuch  tiines  ! 

3.  As  Satan  exercifcs  it,  fo  the  wife  and  holy  God,  for 
good  ends  to  his  people,  permits  it  to  be  fo.     » 

This  thorn  in  the  flefli  keeps  them  humble  i  thefe  lament- 
ed diftra^ions  and  corruptions  in  their  duties  deftroy  their  de- 
pendance  upon  them,  and  glorying  in  them :  For  if  we  be 
fo  prone  to  pride  and  confidence  in  our  duties,  amidft  fuch  fen- 
Cble  workings  and  mingling^  of  corruption  with  them,  what 
would  wc  be  if  they  were  more  pure  and  excellent  ?  Thefe; 
things  alfo  make  the  faints  weary  of  this  world,  and  to  groaa 
within  themfelves  after  the  more  perfe£l  ftate  wherein  God 
ftiall  be  enjoyecl  and  &en  in  more  perfe£iron  and  fatisfa£lioni 
But^ 

Thirdly^  This  in  the  mean  time  cannot  but  be  a  very  griev- 
ous afHi^ioh  and  preflure  to  the  gracious  foul,  to  be  thus  clog* 
ged  jmd  infefted  by  its  own  corruptions  in  the  very  feafort  ^ 
its  communion  with  God.     For, 

Firftj  By  this  the  foul  is  rendered  very  unfuitable  to  that  ho- 
ly ptefence  it  approaches;  Hab.  i.  13.  "Thou  art  of  purer 
♦*  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,,  and  eatift  not  look  upon  iniquity.'^ 
Mujft  the  great  an^  bleffed  God  wait  lipon  a  poor  worm  till  it 
be  at  leifure  to  attend  him  ?  Muft  he  be  forfaken  for  every  trifle 
tliat  gomes  ill  the  way  of  itsfapcy?  Oh,  how  provoking  aa 
evil  is  this  I  "  Surely  God  beareth  not  vainty,  neither  will 
♦*  the  Almighty  regard!  it,"  Job  xxxv.  J3.  This  unfuitaWenefi 
of  our  fpirits  to  the  Lord,  cannot  do  lefe  than,  covef  our  faces 
with  ihame  j  as  it  did  Ezra  ;  chap.  ix.  6.  **  O  my  God,  I  am 
<*  afliamed,  and  even  blufh  to  look  up  unto  thee.'*  ' 

Secondly y  By  this  thofe  benefits  and  comforts  are  intercep- 
ted which  are  better  than  life;  there  is  a  fenfible  prefence  of 
<Sod;  there  are  manifeftatioas  of  pardon,  pcisicc^and  Idyc^. 
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Acre  arc  reviving  influences  and  frefli  anointings  of  the  Spirit ;, 
ther^  are  a  tfaoufand  mercies  of  this  kind,  that  in  their  feafons 
Hre  communicated  to  men  in  the  way  of  duty;  and  would 
k  not  grieve  a  man  to  the  very  heart  and  foul,  to  he  defeated 
hi  thofe  inejftimable  tre^fures,  by  the  breaking  forth  of  the 
unbelief,  pride,  or  vanity  of  his  own  heart,'  when  fuch  mer- 
cies  arc  almoft  in  his  hand  ?  **  Your  iniquities,  (faith  the  pro- 
***  phet)  have  feparated,  betwixt  you  arid  your  God  ;  and  your 
*  fins  have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear,"  Ifa# 
lix.  2.  O  cruel  covering  !  O  difmal  cloud  1  that  hides  the  fac« 
of  God  from  his  people,  that  thi^y  cannot  behold  it !  **  Wherefore 
^*  am  I  come  from  Geihur  (faith  Abfalom)  if  I  may  not  fee 
M   the  king's  face  ?" 

,  Wl^at  do  I  here  upon  my  knees,  faith  a  Chriftiari,  if  I  may 
'not  fee  God?  Duties  are  nothing  to  me  without  God ;  the 
world  and  all  its  comforts  are  dry  and  taftelefs  things  to  me 
'without  God;  his  manifefted  favour  and  fealed  love  are  the 
very  life  qf  my  life,  and  from  this  the  corruptions  of  my  own 
heart  have  cut  me  off* 

' '  Thirdly^  By  thcfe  things  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  duties 
are  defaced. .  Tbefe  dead  flies  fpoil  that  excellent  ointment ; 
for  wherein  confifts  the  beauty  and  true  excellency  of  duties, 
but  in  that  fpirittiality  and  heavenly  temper  of  foul  with  which 
^hey  are  performed  ?  This  makes  them  mitable  to  their  obje<9:, 
'John  iv.  24.  Take  away  fpirituality  from  duties,  and  then  you 
may  number  them  among  your  fins,  and  the  matters  of  your 
fhame  and  forrow.  Take  away  the  heart  from  duty,  and  what 
■remains  but  a  dead  carcafs  without  life  or  beauty  ? 

Fourthly^  By  thefe  things  gracious  fouls  are  greatly  piizzled 
^nd  perplexed  about  their  eilate  and  condition  5  this  is  the 
fountain  of  their  fears  and  dpubtihgs.     Oh  I  when  a  man  feels 
fuch  deadnejfs  in  his  heart  towards  God,  fuch  ftiffnefs  in  his  will 
to  the  will. of  God,  fuch  a.liftiefe  carelefs  temper  to  all  that 
*  is  fpiritual,  how  (thinks  he)  can' this  confift  with  a  renewed 
'  ftate  and  temper  r  Sure  no  Chriftian  is  troubled  with  fuch  an 
,.heait  as  mine  is,  efpecially  when  it  fhall  be  found  in  its  ordi- 
nary courfe,  fo  free,  nimble  and  indefatigable  in  its  puifuits 
.  and  ehtfsrtainments  of  things  fenfual  and  earthly :  'there  it  is 
as  the  chariots  of  Amminadib,  but  here,  like  Pharaoh's  chariots : 
there  it  as  much  needs  the  curb,  as  it  doth  the  fpur  here. 
Lordy  faith  the  poor  foul,  /  know  not  what  to  Jo ;  if  I  do  not 
^ok  into  my  henrt^  Idannot  befincere ;  and  if  Ido^  1  can  have  U9 
^mn/Qrt.    This  is  a  fad  perplexity  indeed !!  * 


.  Fifthfyf  mi  laftlv,  By  tbefe  things  the  SpIHt  pf  ^od  it 
griered  i  and  that  which  grieves  him  cannot  hut  be  a  grief  ati4 
burden  to  us :  his  motions  are  quenched  by  thefe  corrwdopf  ^ 
|)is  (iui^lifying  defigns  (as  much  as  lies  in  m)  obftnii^ed  by 
them  i  fvrely  then  there  is  caufe  enopgb  why  a  Chrifti«i| 
fhould  follow  every  vain  thought  with  a  de^  figh,  and  every 
luring  of  unbelief  with  a  iad  tear* 

Theufefiilnefsofthis  point  is  great  and  eii:eeding  ^eafonr 
^ble,  when  we  are  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  and  addfefs  purfehrisf 
$o  fpiritiiai  duties  t  it  may  to  |;reat  purpoie  be  improved  by 
yay, 

I*  Of  information* 
2f  Direction. 
3.  Confolation. 
We  may  greatly  improve  it  for  our  infbrm^tioni  in  xht^  ioU 
lowing  particulars. 

I.  Hence  we  may  take  our  meafures  of  the  wonderful  and 
^onifhlng  grace  and  condefcenfion  of  God  to  his  people,  wbo^ 
nptwithftanding  all  that  evil  which  is  prefent  with  them  in  tb« 
^ood  they  do,  wiU  |U)(  reje^  their  perfons  or  duties  for  all 
that. 

How  doth  free  gra^e  make  its  own  way  through  fwanps  of 
vanity  1  How  doth  it  break  through  all  the  deadnefs,  infideliv 
ty,  and  hardnefs  of  our  hearts  to  do  us  good  i  lliough  evil 
te  prefent  with  us,  our  gracious  God  will  not  be  abfent  frqin 
us  notwithftanding  that. 

How  greatly  wa^  the  fooufe  amazed  at  the  unexpefled  con? 
flefcenfionana grace  of  Chrift  in  this  matter  ?  Cant.  ii.  8.  *^  1% 
**  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved ;  behold,  he  cometh  leaping  over 
a  the  mountains,  (kipping  over  the  hills/'  Jt  U  the  voicf  df 
my  beloved.  That  abrupt  brokefi  expreflion  (hews  a  peife^ 
furprize :  (he  faw  mountains  of  guiltand  unworthiiieis  betwii^t 
.  Chrift  and  her  foul^  and  yet,  behold,  he  qomes  (kipping  oVer 
;ill  thofe  mountains  and  hills :  O  free  grace,  rich  and  admira<: 
ble  grace,  which  with  (b  many  notwitmlandings  and  nevertbe*. 
lefies,  will  fave  and  comfort  the  pobr  unworthy  foul !  '  • 

How  little  reafon  haye  any  pf  us  to  be  proud  of  our  beft 
performances!  *^  There  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  that  dotli 
.  ^*  good,  and  finncth  not,*'  faith  Solomon,  Ecflcf.  vii.  20^  If 
there  be  fomething  fupematurally  good  in  our  duties,  yet  there 
is  abundance  of  natural  evil  commixed  with  that  good ;  the 
evil  is  wholly  ours,  the  good  wholly  God's  5  we  have  no  rc^- 
fc^n  then  to  glory  in  our  beft  performances. 

|t  hj^tb,  been  a  queftion  ^ith  fome.  Whether  fpme  lhor|. 


|»T|6«H  8^  vi  3  'regenerate  fou]  m^y  not  be  free  firom^  \  but 
IX  was  never  qwel^Qped,  wh^tber  wy  cootinued  5i£k>  much  le^ 
a  courfe  of  a^ions^  could  be  without  fin.  £\il  will  be  prejeot 
lorlth  ^$  in  all  we  do  \  it  will  be  with  vs  ii|  our  ^lofet$ ;  pre- 
fect e^en  in  the  awfvl  prefence  of  the  holy  God^  in  the  n>p(k 
hi|fh  wA  folemn  du^ie?  of  r^Ugioo,  in  the  niqil  pure  ;»nd  fpiri? 
tual  aftions  that  pais  from  us  y  ceaie  thens  as  front  depend^^iu:^ 
Iq  frpm  pride  ^nd  ^^^et^cdncft  in  all  you  do. .  Whilft  our 
}l4ture$  ar^  f^ni^ifiec^but  in  p^rti  and  our  principle  mixt^  pur 
4^V^  »n4  performances,  c^^  never  he  p^re,  "  Who  can  bring  ^ 
*<  i^l^qjri,  thing  out  of  an  uncle^  ?  not  one,'*  Job  xiv.  4. 

3.  Hpyr  ^rc  we  5^1  pbligcd  to  bkfs  God  for  Jcfiis  the  Medi? 
9tor»  to  make  us  and  oyr  fmful  ^uti^s  acceptable  to  God  ?  S^d 
l^ere  Qur  cafe  if  thi$  high  priel^  did  nof  ^<  Dear  the  iniquity  of 
^*  our  holy  things,"  as  it  i^i  i^xod.  xxviii.  38.  Jt  is  his  pblatioa 
and  interceifion  that  obtains  and  continues  our  p^don  for  our 
prayer-GnSy  our  bearing-fins,  our  facr^ment-Gns ;  thefe  alone 

>  would  eternally  damn  us,  if  we  had  no  other,  did  not;  free-grac^ 
*«  inake  us  accepted  in  the  Pelpved,"  Eph.  i.  6-  When  evil  is 

frefent  with  ^^  then  is  Chrif^,  our  Advocate,  present  with  tbr 
ather  fpf  u^ ;  apd  thenpe  it  Is  tb^t  we  are  not  deftroyed  upon 
mir  knee^,  ^nd  diat  the  jealoufy  of  God  br^ks  not  forth^as  nrCy 
fo  devour  us  in  our  very  duties* 

4.  If  evil  be  prdent  wifh  us,  yea,  inherent  in  us,  in  our  beft 
.4ut]es,  i^hat  need  had  Chriftians  dien  to  watch  againft  the  ex- 
ternal occafions  of  fin,  and  to  keep  a  clofe  guard  upon  their  fen- 
fes,  efpecially  when  they  have  to  do  with  God  ? 

There  19  danger  enough  from  within  \  yon  need  not  open 
another  door  from  withoiit.  This  natural  corruption  19  top 
.a6^iv^  in  itfelf,  if  there  be  no  irritation  i>y  any  external  occa- 
iion ',  how  much  more  when  the  eye  and  ear  are  opened  and 
unguarded,  and  occafions  are  offered  it  from  without.  Watch- 
ing is  half  the  work  of  a  Chriftian,  whiift  he  is  praying,  Eph. 
vi.  18.  The  Arabian  proverb  is  as  inilruAive  as  it  is  myfticat, 
$hut  the  wndowsj  tbit  the  houfe  may  be  light, 

5.  If  evil  be  prefent  when  vrt  would  do  good,  if  itjnfeft  us 
in  our  beft  duties,  then  certainly  there  is  no  reft  to  be  expe^** 
cd  for  any  of  God's  people  in  this  world.  ■>  Where  Ihall  wc  go 
to  be  free  from  fin  ?  If  any  where,  let  us  go  to  ourclofets,  to 
pur  knees,  to  the  ordinances  of  God;  yea,  but  even  there 
evil  is,  and  will  be  prefent  with  us ;  if  we  cannot  be  free  from 

,«vil  there,  it  is  in  vain  toexpe£i~it  clfewhere  in  thi*  world. 

Only  in  heaven  believers  reft  from  fin.     When  once  they  arc 

^^^fent  from  the  body,  and  prefent  wit!)  the  Lord,  fin  fliall  no 
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more  be  prcfent  with  them  j  which  (hould  inalce  all  that  hate 
fin,  long  for  heaven,  and  be  *<  willing  to  be  diiTolved  and  be 
<*  with  Chrift.'* 

2.  Vox  dire^ion.  Let  all  that  experimentally  fee  and  feel 
what  the  apoflle  here  mourns  over,  carefully  attend  fuch 
dire&ions  as  may  prevent  the  fpoil  of  their  duties  by  the  work- 
ing of  their  corruptions  in  them. 

Though  no  niles  are  found  fufficient  to  prevent  wholly  the  - 
snfiuent:e  of  our  corruptions  upon  duties,  yet  own  it  as  ^  fpe- 
>cial  mercy,  if  it  may  in  any  meafure  be  prevented  or  rcftrain- 
ed :  In  order  whereunto  I  (hall  hint  briefly  thefe  following 
rules,  which  the  experience  of  many  Chriftians  hath  recom-^ 
mended,  as  exceeding  ufeful  in  this  cafe. 

Rule  I.  Be  more  diligent  in  preparation  for yaur  duties ^  j^ 
you  wcutdmeet  'with  lefs  interruption  in  your  duties*  The  very- 
light  of  nature  teaches  folemn  preparation  to  all  important  and 
weighty  bufinefs :  And  is  there  more  folemn  and  concerning 
bufinefs  in  all  the  world,  than  that  which  theu  tfanfa€left  with 
Cod  in  duties?  Angels  approach  not  this  God  with  whom 
thou  haft  to  do,  without  profound  reipe6ts  to  his  immenfe 
greatnefs  and  awful  holinefs,  Ifa.  vi.  3,  When  you  ftretch  forth 
your  hands,  it  is  required  that  you  firft  prepare  your  hearts^ 
Job  xi.  13,  14.  . 

Rule  2.  Realize  the  prefence  of  God  in  ail  your  duties  i  and 
awe  your  hearts  ail  that  you  are  ubk  by  that  conjideration.  Q 
think  what  a  piercing  holy  eye  beholds  thy  heart,  and  tries  thy 
reins  !  Wouldeft  thou  not  be  really  alhamed,  if  thy  thoughts 
were  but  vocal  to  rrien,  and  the  workings  and  wanderings  of 
thy  heart  vifiblc  10  t^ofe  that  join  with  thee  in  the  fame  duty  ? 
O,  if  the  prefence  of  God  were  more  realized,  certainly  your 
fcearts  would  be  better  fecured  againft  the  incurfions  of  your 
corruptions. 

Rule  3.  Labour  for  a  deeper  meafure  and  degree  of  fane ^ 
iification  :  niany  other  roles  are  but  fpirituaP  anodynes  to  give 
prefent  eafe,  but  this  is  the  way  to  a  real  cure.  A  thoufand 
things  may  be  found  helpful  to  put  by  a  vain  thought  for  the 
prefent,  but  then  it  returns  again,  and  it  may  be  with  more 
ftrength  :  This  is,  the-proper  method  to  dry  the  fpHng,  when 
others  are  biit  attempts  to  divert  the  ftream  :  If  habits  of  grace 
were  more  deeply  radicated,  afts  of  grace  would  be  moreeafy 
to  us,  and  flow  more  freely  from  us. 

•  Rule  4.  Laftly,  Confider  what  an  aggravation  it  is  th  your 
evil,  to  vent  itfelf  in  thefpecial  prefence  of  God  in  duties.  See 
who  Paul  mourns  Over  it  in  the  text :  ^It  is  not  only  a  fin,  bwi^ 
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in  aflFrontl.ng  of  God  to  bis  face  :  This  grieving  of  his  Spirit  is 
the  fppil  of  thy  duty  ;  it  is  (as*  one  aptly  calls  it)  obex  inferndisy 
an  hellifh  bar  or  rernora  to  all  fweet  and  free  intercourfeofthe 
ibul  with  God. 

3.  For  Confilation*  But  whilfti  am  rcprefcnting  the  evil  of  it 
to  fome,  it  may  be  therfe  are  others  overwhelmed  with  the  for- 
rowful  iinfe  of  it»  even  to  difcouragement  and  dcfpondency : 
Poor  Chriftian  !  is  this  thy  cafe  ?  Are  all  the  affliftions  in  the 
world  nothing  to  thee,  in  comparifon  with  this  evil  which  i&  . 
prefent  with  thee,  when  thou  wouldcu  do  good  ?  Well,  though 
thou  canft  not  do  the  good  thou  wouldft,  nor  free  thyfelf  yet, 
from  the  evil  thou  wouldft,  rather  than  live,  be  freed  from,  there,. 
aTC  four  things  that  may  give  much  relief  to  thy  penfiv.e  foul* 

I .  Though  the  prefence  ofevily  even  in  thy  heft  duties^  hefad^ 
yet  thy  grief  and  afflictions  for  it  is  fweet :  That  is  a  fad  fin,  but 
this  is  a  fweet  fign.  It  is  not  heart-evils,  heart- wandering  in 
duties,  hardnSTs  and  unbelief,  that  hypocrites  mourn  for,  but 
more  grofs  and  external  evils.  Let  this  trouble  for  fin  comfort 
thee  when  the  prefence  of  fin  grieves  thee. 
.  l.GodaeceptS'^  through  JefusChriJiyiuhat  youdofincerely^ 
though  you  can  do  nothing  purely  and  perfeHly^  Cant.  v.  i.  , 
Your  fincerity  is  your  evangelical  perfeftion ;  the  evil  that  \^ 
prefent  is  not  imputed  \  the  good  that  is  prefent  is  (notwithftand- 
ing  that  commixed  evil)  accepted,  which  is  ftrong  coufolation. 
•  ^  3.  Xou  find  your  caje  was  the  cafe  of  blejjed  Paulj  a  man  of 
eminent  fan^ity.  And  if  you  confult  all  the  faints,  one  by 
one,  you  will  find  them  all  fick  of  this  difeafe;  fo  that  your 
cafe  is  not  fingular. 

4.  Tour  jufiific&tion  is  perfeB^  andwHhoiit  fpott  though  your 
fanflification  be  not  fo  ;  and  the  time  is  coming,  when  your 

fandificatioh  (hall  be  as  your  juftification  is,  and  after  that  nq 
more  coinplaints. 

THEFOURTH 

ME    D    I    T    A    T    I    O    N, 
UPON 

Ep  H.  1.  13.  Inwhom  alfoj  nfter  that  ye  Micved,  ye  were 
fealed  with  the  holy  Spirit  of  promife. 


FRO 
the 


M  his  doxology   and  folemn  thankfgiving,  ver.  3. 
the  apofUe  enumerates  the  principal  Chriftian  privile'gef 
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that  gave  tbe  occafion  of  that  thankfgiving,  athd)fig  wMdh  thiii 

in  the  text  is  not  the  leaft,  though  laft  iialned. 

In  thi3  one  treffe  we  have  the  two  riobl^  aiJs  6f  faith  difpHy- 
ed;  its  direA  ad^  called  trufting  $  and  its  reflex  i<£t,  Iffthlch 
in  order  of  nature  and  time  follows  it,  aiid  ik  ilnjf^lied  in  the 
wof  d  fealiiig. 

Ja  the  latter  claufc  (to  which  I  (hall  ton^nt  my  medhatio^^) 
jbur  things  mult  be  remarked ;  vii.  i .  The  fUojed  ;  1.  Na- 
ture ;  3.  Author ;  And  4.  Quality  oi  affuran^e. 

1.  llie  fubjefl:  of  affurance,  which  \ii  and  can  be  no  other 
than  a  foul  that  hath  clofed  with  Chrift  by  faith  :  Refiex  ^iki 
neceflirily  prefuppofe  direfi  ortei»  NeVer  was  any  unbelicvcf 
fealed,  exce|)t  to  damnatioii :  Aflkrante  is  pfeculiaf ly  tbe  pre* 
f og^ive  of  believers. 

^ .  The  nature  of  afliif iftde :  Me  ealls  it  fealitig ;  An  apt  me- 
taphor to  exp'refs  the  nature  6f  it ;  fot  aflUrance,  like  a  feai, 
both  confirms,  declares,  aiid  diftinguit^e^  ^ ;  it  cdnfiirms  the 
gtant  of  God,  declares  the  purpdfe  of  God,  ahd  diftingui&est 
the  perlbn  fo  privileged  from  other  tnen. 

3.  The  Author  01  aflurancfe,  iVhich  is  tlie  Spirit,  he  is  the 
keepef  of  the  great  feal  of  heaven ;  and  it  16  his  bffice  to  con-* 
firm  and  ifeal  the  believer's  right  and  inteteft  ifi.Chrift  aHii  hea« 
vcn,  Rohi.  viii.  16. 

4.  Laitly,  Tiie  quality  oJF  this  Spirit  6f  ailurahce,  or  the  !^^ 
inf  Spirit'.  He  feals  in  the  ijualir^  of  an  holy  Spirit,  and  of 
tfce  Spirit  of  promife ;  as  ah  holy  Spirit,  relating  to  bis  preyi- 
OtlS  faflaifyirtg  work  upoh  the  felled  fonl  j  as  the  Spirit  of 
promife,  refpefting  the  m^dittm  or  inftrument  made  life  of  by 
him  iii  his  fekling  work ;  for  hfe  feals  by  dpenihg  abd  applying  \ 
tbe  prdihi&S  to  believers  from  the  Spirit's  Order.  The  noti. 
Ivill  be  tliis  :  ^ 

DoGt.  That  the  privikge  of  Jeding  foUowi  th  duty  $f  *r* 
Ueving* 

There  is  no  feafon  more  proper  to  treat  of  the  fealing  of  the 
Spirit,  than  at  a  fealing  ordinance :  Nor  can  I  handle  the  Spi- 
rit's fealing- work  in  a  more  profitable  method,  than  infatisfy- 
ing  theft  ftve.^ueri^s  particularly,  and  then  iSpplylngthe  whole^ 

J .  What  is  the  Spirit's  fealihg-wioiirk,  ahd  how  performed  ? 

2.  Why  none  are  fealed  till  they  believe  ? 

3.  Whether  all  bHievers  are  fealed  i 

4.  What  is  the  privilege  of  being  fealed  ? 

5.  What  are  the  effe£ks  of  the  Spirit's  fealing  i        * 

I .  ^t^ry.  What  is  the  Spirit's  fealing- work  r  anil  hotr  i^  it 
performed^  ' 


c  . '^^^'  Tbe  fealing  oji  the  Spirit  is, his givihga  iurc  and  ccr- 
'^ih  teftiiEior^y  to  tbe  reality  of  that  ^prk  of  grace  he  hath 
j^V^rpuffht  in  Q\\r  fouls',  ^i^d  to  our  intereft  in  Cnrift  ind  tKe 
propi.fes,  tlier^byfatisfyin^  our  fears  and  doubts  about  oUr  i?- 
.i^ati?  indcwdltipri,  ;  .'  .. 
'  Every  matter  of  wefefit  an4  cpiicernmeilt  fttp  be  provicd  b^  ' 
two  fufiicient  witne5(Je§,  I)eut.  xix.  1 5^  Our  firicf  riiy  arid  in-^ 
.ter^  in  Chrift  ^ire  matWrs  of  the  deepcft  concernmeiit  to^us  id 
^11  the  worid^  arid  therefore  heed  a  farther  larilnefe  to  (ppnfirifi 
ind  clear  them  than  that  bf  our  own  fpiirits;  Rom.  yiii.  i^* 
Thre^  thing?  concur  to  the  Spirit's  fealihg- work. 

He^fariiJiifies  tlip  (pul  5  he  irradiates  arid  clears  that  't^^lsk  of 
&{i£^ificatiori  i  he  (enables  it  thereby  to  apply  prpihifes. 

The  firli  is  .his  material  or  objeftive  feal  i  tfee  latter  his  foF- 
faxal  foaling.  l^Joiie  but  the  Spirit  of  God  tan  clear  and  con^ 
i^rm  our  title  to  ChHflt,  for,  he  only  fe^rcheth  the  deep  thin^ 
of  Ood)  I  Cph  ii.  i6.  aiid  it  .is  His  pffice^^  llpai.  Vliu.16.  htf^c 
/U«firvpi«^,tpwitriei^  with  bur  fpirits,  .      -       ' 

This  feal  ot  ^itnef?  of  the  Spirit  i^nft  needs  be  true  and 
bertairi>  jbecaufe  bmnifcieiicc  and  truth  aire  His  effehtial  proper- 
ti^l    jAc  is  omhifcieht,  t  Cor.  ii.  16.  and  therelbre  bahnot  be 
(deceived  himfejf.    He  is  the  Spirit  df  trutii,  John  xiv.  17.  arid 
tberefdre  Cannpt  deceive  iis ;  fo  that  his  teftimohy  i§  more  in- 
i^Ilible  and  fatisfa^ory  than  a  vpie^  from  heaven,  t  ret.  i.  19. 
.     If  an  angel  fhoi|Jd  appear,  arid  tell  lis^  GhHft  liath  faid  tp  him^ 
tiq  ari^  tell  fUch  a  nian;  that  t  love  him;  that  t  (hed  my  blppd 
for  hiti$.  arid  ^ill  fave  himi  it  could  never  give  that  repofe  ancl 
(ati«jEa£l;i6ri  to.  the  mirici,  a^  the  internal  witqeis  or  feal  of  the 
Spirit  doth ;  fol*  that  may  be  ^  deliifion;  but  this  cannot.    Th^^ 
Vitnefs  o^  piir  own. heart  may  amount  to  a  ftrong  probability,, 
JjUt  the  nHtriefs  of  tbfe  Spirit  i^  demonftratlon,  1  John  iv.  24, 
^   So,  that  as  it  is  the  defign  $^nd  wor|;  of  ^atan^i  tp  ca(l  iit    , 
cbubt4  and  feats  infp  gracious  hearits,  to  perplex  ^tid  entangfe 
thenii  fo,  pppofitely,  it  is  the  wprk  of  the  Spirit  to  clear  and  fet? 
il^  the  l^ri£iified  toul^i  arid  jfili  ijt  v^ith  peace  and  jpy  iii  believe 
irig»  John  ^vi.  7.  tiom,  xiv.  17. 

In  fealingi  he  bPth  attefts  the  j&ifTW  yt/^  rr^A^^^ 
i>i:  objefk  pf  faith,  and  thc^^ifow  jtia  creiitjirj  thcirifuf€sd  h^bij; 
0r  grace  oif  faith  :  of  the  former  he  faith,  This  is  niy  word ;  of 
ihe  latter,  This  is  my  v^'t  %  and  his  feal  or  teftimoriy  is  ever- 
more  agreeaUe  to  the  written  word,  Ifa.  viil.  20.  So  that  what 
i>e  fpeaks  in  our  hearts,  and  what  he  faith  in  the  fcriptuce^  ar4 
ttermare  cotieerdant  and  harmonious  tefthnbm^ 
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To  conclude :  In  fealing  the  believer  he  doth  not  mile  td&r 
of  an  audible  voice,  nof  the  miniilry  of  angels,  nor  immediate 
and  extraordinary  revelations,  but  he  makes  ufe  of  his  owb 
'  graces  implanteci  in  our  hearts,  and  his  own  promifes  written 
in  the  fcriptures ;  and  in  this  method  he  ufually  brings  tbe-^ 
doubting  trembKng  heart  of  a  believer  to  reft  and  comfort. 

2;  ^lery.  Why  are  none  fealed  till  after  believing  ? 

jfnfw.  It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  many  perfons  in  a 
Rate  of  nature  and  unbeKef,  may  have  ungrounded  confidenr* 
ces,  and  falfe  comforts  built  thereupon.  This  is  evident  from 
Matfh.  vik  zt.  *^Many  will  fay  unto  me  in  that  day,  Lord^ 
•*  Lord,  have  we  not  propheficd  inr  thy  name  ?"  And  John 
viii.  54,  55.  "  Of  whom  ye  fay  that  he  is  your  God^and  yet 
♦*  ye  have  not  known  him***  And,  beyond  all,  is  that  ftart- 
ling  fcripture,  Heb.  iv.  4,  5.  "  Wh©  were  once  enlightened, 
•<  and  have  tafted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers 
^  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  have  tafted  the  good  word  of  God, 
•*  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  if  they  fidl  away,"  6^. 

But  fot  any,  except  real  believers,  to  have  tliofe  witneiTes 
imd  fealings  of  the  Spirit  defcribed  above^  is  utterly  impoffiblc!, 
and  will  evidently  appear  to  be  fo,  whether  we  confideY  the  au- 
thor, nature,  objed,^  mediums,  end  and  defign  of  this  work. 
:  Firfi,  Confider  the  author  of  this  work,  the  spirit  of  Co^^ 
vho  is  an  holy  Spirit,  as  the  text  calls  him,  and  the  Spirit  of 
truths  as  Chrift  calls  him,  John  xiv.  17*  and  it  cannot  be  that 
ever  he  fliould  give  teftimony  to  a  lie,  or  give  a  falfe  witnefe, 
quite  crofs  to  the  very  tenour  of  the  written  word,  as  he  muft 
cio,  Ihould  Ke  feal,  an  unbeliever.  What  though  they  \^  eleft  i 
yet,  whilft  unregenerate,  they  ha^e  no  aftual  intercft  in  Chrifl: 
and  the  promifes,  and  therefore  can  have  none  fealed  by  the 
Spirit.  Pritti  efi  pradicare  dig  $Jfe  qtiam  die  cognofci  ;  we  miifl 
be  faints  before  we  can  be  known  to  be  fo. 

Secondly y  Confider  but  the  nature  of  thi«  work,  and  it  can- 
not be  that  ever  an  unbeliever  ftiould  be  fealed  by  the  Spirit  j 
for  afluranee  is  prbduced  in  our  fouls  by  the  reflexive  afts  of 
our  faith  :  the  Spirit  helps  usf.  to  refleft  upon  what  l^th  been 
done  by  him  formerly  upon  our  hearts ;  •*  hereby  we  know  that 
^  we  know  him,"  i  John  ii.  3.  To  know  that  we  know,  is  a 
reflex  a£l ;  now  it  is  impofTible  there  ftiould  be  a  reflex  before 
there  hath  been  a  direfl:  a£t :  no  man  can  have  the  evidence  of 
Ilia  faith^  before  the  habit  be  infufed,  and  the  vital  a£tfirft  per«^ 
formed. 

.    Thirdly 9  CondAtt  the^objefl-mattcr,  to  which  he  feals,  and 
""*  *^l4'k:fi|Ufld  to  be  his  owft  l&ttfUfying  opcfatipu^  upon  DUff 
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ItfTartS)  and  confequently  to  our  piivileges  in  ChriA,  ]^m.  vnu 
Hj.  I  John  ill.  24.  The  thing  or  matter  attefted  is,  that  Chrift 
abidetfi  in  U3,  and  that  we  are  the  children  of  God  ;  but  no 
fiibch  thing  can  be  fealed  till  we  believe,  for  neither  our  ad(^« 
tlon  nor  fan£tificati6n  can  be  before  faith. 

Fourthly^  Cpnfider  the  mediums  or  inilruments  ufed  by  the 
Spirit  in  his  fealing-work :  the  promifes  are  his  fealing  inftru* 
ments,  and  on  that  account  he  is  called  tte  Spirit  of  pr^mifk 
in  the  text ;  not  only  becaufe  he  is  the  Spirit  promifed,  but  as 
the  promifes  contain  the  Spirit,  fo  the  Spirit  tues  the  promifes» 
(1.  €,)  clears  them  to  our  ii^deHlandings,  and  helps  us  to  ap** 
ply  them  to  otir  fouk.  But  this  he  never  doth,  nor  can  dp^ 
till  the  foul^  by  faitl;^|  have  union  with  Chrift  ^  for  till  dien,  it 
bath  QQ  right  in  the  pron^ifes. 

Fifthly^  ani  l^ftly,  Confider  tjie  etid  and  defigfi  of  this  work 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  to  fecure  to  the  foul  its  peace,  pardon^ 
and  falvation  in  Chrift,  he  feals  believers  to  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion, Eph.  iv.  30.  (1.  ^.)  to  their  complete  falvation  5  fo  (hen 
it  muft  be  equally  impoftible  for  an  unbeliever  to  be  fealed  as  to  . 
be  faved. 

3.  ^iiery.  The  next  enquiry  is,  'Whether  a^ll  believers  arc 
fealed  by  the  Spirit  ? 

Anfw:  Tlic  refolution  of  this  query  wilj  depend  vpon  feve- 
ral  diftin£^ions  tha^  muft  be  made  upon  this  9^atter, 

Dijlin&hfl  I*  ^'C  niuft  diftinguim  the  different  kinds  of  t^ie 
Spirit's  fealinjg  |  all  his  fealing"  work  is  no%  of  one  kindj  nor  to 
one  and  the  fame  ufe  and  end, 

Thei;e  i,«  an  objeftive  feal,  which  diftmguiflies  the  pcrfon  5 
and  2L,  fo^nAal  fcal,,  which  clears  and  ratifies  his  intereft  in  Chrift 
and  falvation :  ^he  firft  he  doth  in  &n(^ifying  us,  the  fecond 
inaffuringus. 

When  he  feals  ^jeftiyely,  that  is,  wh^  he  fan^ifjes  us  re- 
jally  by  the  infufion  of  graccj^  he  feals  ys  by  \iray  of  diftin^ion 
from  other  men,  whkh  is  one  end  of  fealing  ;  for  though,  in 
refpeft  of  God's  decree  and  purpofe,  there  was  a  difference  be- 
twixt us  and  others  belFor^  time,  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  and  althougn  in 
regard  of  Chiift's  intendon  in  his  death,  there  was  a  difference 
betwixt  us  and  others,  John  xvii.  9.  yet  all  this  while  there  is 
no  perfonal  a£t:uai  difference  betwixt  us  and  others,  till  fan£li- 
Scation  do  make  one,  Eph.  ii.  3.  and  1  Coir.  vi.  11 .  '  But  the 
Can<flification  of  the  Spirit  makes  a  real  difference  in  the  ftatei 
and  temper  of  the  perfon,  2  Cor.  v.  i^.  and  manifefts  that! 
difference  which  eleftion  put  betwixt  us  and  others  '  ** 
^^'^     '^^  K  k  2 
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time,  t  Their.  !•  4,  5,  And  yet  all  this  white  4  Iflah  may  ; 
(e  formally  fealedy  i:e.  hi^  fab^Hficiatioh  may  be  very  doUbt~ 
ful  to  hiVnfelfy  and  he  iti^y  labour  under  great  jfelirs  about  it'.  ' 
*   Diftinnion  2.  The  feafonS  of  the  Spirit'JS  fealing  inuft  be 
diftinguiihed  5  and  thcfc  are  to  fpme,    *  .     .      ' 

ytj  Immediately  upon  the  fours  nfft  clofihg  widi  Chnft  at 
converfiorii  efpecially  wlidn  cohvcffion  is  lirrGught  at  a  rrper'' 
ige,  and  is  uiheredih  by  a  greater  degree  of  the  Spirit  of  bbri- 
dage,  ahd  deep  iriv^ard  terrors.  Thus  the  Prodigal  (the  emblem 
i>i  a  convert  fo  brought  home  to  God)  was  entertained  witlh  tbc 
fatted  calf  and  niulic;  but  all  find  not  this  pr'erently,  as  fome  do.^ 
•  '  2dly\  Times  of  enlinetit  cdnimunion  witb  God"  are  fealihg' 
fimcs.  There  aVe  extrabi-dinar'y  out-lets  of  peace,  jojj  aiid  ' 
comfort,  it  fome  feafons,  in  duty,  whipJi  msikcs  the  ftate  of 
fhe  foul  very  clear,  and  t^ahiftes  all  fcruples  and  fears  from  tbd 
heart. 

'idly)  Ottiers  are  (ealed  upon  fome  eminent  hazard  they  W^e 
been  expofed  to  for  Chrrft,  or  fome  extraordinary  fuffer- 
'  frigs  they  have  undergone  for  Chrift,'  wherein  they  have  car- 
ried it  with  eminent  meeluiefs,  patience,  and  felf-denial,j~ 
a  Cor.  i.*  4,  5.  Thus  the  mai[tyrs  were  many  times  lealed  in  the* 
depth  of  their  fufferings.       /      "  "  *       ' 

^thfyi  it  is  ufually  foand  t^ata  fealing^tiriii^  fpilows  a  dark 
day  of  dcfertion',  ind  fore  combats  vritb  temptJ^tiohs ; />^  wtti/Ai 
i>hoebus.  So  that  text.  Rev.  ii.  17.  iS  expounded  by  fome, 
V  To  him  that  overcbmetTi  wiH  1  give  to  eat  of  the  -hidden' 
^*  manna,  and  will  give  him  a  white  ftdne,  aiid  in  the  ferie  a 
f*  new  name  written."!  *       '        •  ' 

5;?^^,  Dying-times  prove  fealing-times  to  many  tbuls,  if 
"their  yholelife'hath  be^p  filceffiat  day  delcribed  bf  the  pro- 
phet, Zech.  xiv.  17.  Neither  dark  npr  lights  i  life  Wwixt^ 
Bopes  arid  fears^  yet  at  evenfng-time  it  hath  been  light.        .   ; 

DiJiinBion  3^  h^Jfly^  We'muft  diftinguirfi  thefe  ftveralwayi 
and  mariners  of  fealing:  Some  are  eitradrdinary  and  immedi-' 
atfe,  vouchfafed  only  to  fohie  perfons^  at  foWc  fpecial  times 
ana  feafons.     Thus  Zacd^ei^s  wias  in  an  extraordinary  arid' 
iriimediate  way  afcertained  bf  his  falvatipn;  Luke  xix.   9/ 
^*  This  day  is  felvatipn  coirie  to  this  hdufe,'*  Arid  fo  the  palfy- 
yhanj  Mark  ii,  5;  ^<  Son,  (faith  Chrift)  thy  fins  be  fo^ 
<*  thee/*    But  thefe  immediate  Ways  are.ceafed  \  no  man  may^ 
xiow  expeft  by  any  new  revelation  or  fi^n  from  ticaven,  by  a-' 
-iy  voice  or  extraordinary  infpiratioh,  to  have  his  Salvation  feal- ' 
Ay  but  muft  expe£l  that  nicrcy  in  God^s  ordinary  way  an4 
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m^od,  fertrclimg  the  fcriptures^  eiamitiing  pur  dvrh  litartsj 
dkd  Waidiig  oil  tlie  Lord  in  prayer. 

The  Icarftcd  Gcrfoil  givcis  ati  inftancc  of  orie  that  fead  hten 
long  upon  the  borders  of-deipair,  and  a|  laft  fvrcctly  aflWeti 
Jind  fettled  5  Aiid  being  a^ed  bow  fee  attained  that  aflurafic^, 
lie  airfwcredi  nm  ex  nt)Vd  )xli^iia  revelatibnify  '^c.  Not  by  ahy 
hew  revela^Ofii  b^ut  by  ftibjeding  my  underitaildhig  |o,  and 
^oiftipaying  ihv  lieart  vrith  the  Written  word,  ^ 

'  AtiA  Mr;  Rdiem,  in  his  treatife  of  the  covenants,  Q)ealc6  tjf 
another  that  fb  vehemently  panted  after  the  fealings  and  affbr- 
^ilce  <rf  the  IdVe  of  God  t6  his  fou!,  that  for  a  long  tithe  he 
e^i'heftiy  defired  fomie  voice  fr6m  heaven  \  and  fomctim^^ 
li^atkin^  in  the  Tolitary  fields,  eaiiieftly  defired  fbrne  miractfl- 
6t^  vdice  frbin  the n'ees  or  ftones  there:  Thi?^  Wis  denied 
him,  b\it  in  time  a  better  was  afforded,  in  a  fcriptural  way.  • 
*  i^'ow  to  refolve  the  query  out  of  thefe  diflin£lion«. 

Firjly  Though  all  believers  have  not  the  formal  fealings  of 
^jhe  Spirit,  yet  they  have  tiic  objeftive  or  material. feal  j  that  is, 
<he  Spiritis  in  them  aS  a  fanftifying  Spirit,  putting  a  real  dif- 
ference betwixt  them  and  others,  when  he  is  npt  with  thent 
by  way  6f  evidence  and  affurance  of  fan£li^cation. 
""■  Secondfyt  Though  all  believers  are  not  fealed  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  yet  there  are  few%  if  any  believersj  but  do  meet 
Vilh  one  feafon  or  other  in  this  life,  wherein  the  Lord  doth 
feal  them  ;  if  not  at  theit  firft  clbfe  with  Chrift,  as  many  have 
been  fealed,  yet  In  fome  choice  and  eitiinent  feafon  of  com* 
munion  with  God  :  Stich  golden  fpots  of  time,  fuch  precious 
ifafons  hioft  ChriftianS  can  fpeak  of;  though,  as  Bernard 
^  ^eats,  it  he  rar a  hara^  irevismora^  feldom,  but  fwcet:  Or 
Jf  not  in  the  courfe  of  theiir  aftive  obedience,  it  is  a  thoufahd 
to  one  but  they  fliall  meet  it  in  the  way  of  their  paffive  obedii 
ence,  if  God  exercife  them  eminently  under  the  crofs,  or  af- 
ter a  dark  clo^d  of  defertidn,  or  in  a  dying  hour. 

Thirdly  J  land  tajity^  though  God  now  feals  not  men  in  an 
extraordinary  and  immediate  way,  by  revelation,  immediate 
^infpiration,  or  voices  from  heaven,  yet  moft  Chriftians  are 
jealed  in  the  ordinary  way  of  the  Spirit,  under  one  ordinance 
ipr  other,  in  one  duty  or  other. 

4.  Query.  What  is  the  privilege  of  being  fealed  by  the  Spirit.^ 

Anjii).  Much  every  way  ;  words  cannot  exprefs  the  riches 
ijf  this  mercy :  For  let  us  but  confider  the  four  following  par- 
ticulars, and  you  will  admire  the  mercy. 
/  Firfi^  Confider  whofe  a£k  and  proper  worlc  fealing  is.    God 
2k>tb  not  lend  angels  upon  thiis  erfdnd  \  though,  if  he  didj  that 
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^rould  be  a  great  honour  to  poor  dud  and  aflies,  but  he  fendf 
his  Spirit  to  do  it.  O  the  condefcenfion  of  the  great  Gpd  t3|>. 
men  !  This  is  a  greater  honour  than  if  miliions  of  aiigels  were 
employed  about  it. 

And  dieU)  as  to  the  ccirtainty  and  fatIsfa6Hon»  it  is  beyon4 
all  other  ways  and  methods  in  the  world  j  for  in  miraculoiii^ 
Toices  and  infpiratlons  it  is  pofiible  there  tazyjfuhejfefayum^  be 
found  fome  cheats  or  impollure  of  the  devil ;  but  die  Spirit'^ 
witnefs  in  the  hearty  fuitable  to  his  revelation  in  the  ftripture^ 
cannot  deceive  Us. 

Secondly^  The  conclufion  pr  truth  (baled  is  ravifliing  an4 
tran^rting^  AH  Chriftians  vehemently  pant  for  it,  few 
have  the  ei^oyment  of  it  for  any  long  continuaiice  ;  but  whilf^' 
they  do  enjoy  it,  they  enjoy  heaven  upon  earth,  a  joy  beyond 
all  the  joys  o£  this  world.  To  have  this  conclu&on  furely  fealr 
ed,  Chrilt  is  mine,  my  fin  is  parcloned,  I  ihall  be  faved  from 
-wrath  through  him  ;  O  what  is  this  !  what  is  tjhis ! 

Thirdly  f  ConCder  the  fubje£l  or  perfon  fealed,  a  poor  fin^ 
ful  wretch^  that  has,  ten  thoufand  times  over,  grieved  the  goo4 
Spirit  of  God^  by  whom,  notwithftanding,  thou  art  fealed  to 
the  day  of  redemption :  Thou  haft  by  every  fin  deferved  to  be 
fealed  up  to  damnation  :  Thou  haft  reafon  to  account  Und  e* 
fteem  thyfelf  much  inferior  in  graces  and  duties  to  many  thour 
lands  of  the  faints  that  are  panting  after  this  privilege,  and 
cannot  obtain  it :  O  the  riches  of  the  ^oodnefs  of  God  ! 

Fourthly f  anxi  Jafify,  Conjfider  the  defigns  and  aims  of  the 
Spirit  in  his  feaUng  thy  foul,  which  are^ 

1 .  To  fecure  heaven  to  thee  for  ever. 

2.  As  intermediate  thereunto,  to  bring  very  much  of  hea- 
iven  into  thy  foul,  in  the  way  to  it ;  indeed  to  give  thee  two 
heavens,  whilft  many  others  muft  fuffer  tt)iro  hells. 

5.    Query.  Laftiyt  we  will  enquire,  IVhat  are  the  effeHs 
^f  the  Spirifs  fealing  upon  9ur  fouls f  by  which  we  may  diftin  - 
gutjh  and  clearly  difcern  itjrom  all  deliifions  rf  Sat  an  f  and  all- 
hnpo/hires  whitjoever. 

Jnfw.  The  genuine  and  proper  efFefts  and  fruits  of  fealing, 
are,  i.  Inflamed  love.  '2.  Renewed  care.  3.  Deep  abafcr 
ments.  4.  Increafe  of  ilrength.  5.  A  defire  to  be  with  the 
jLord.    6.  Improved  mortification  to  the  worW. 

"Wherefoever  thefe  are  found  confequent  to  our  Communi- 
on with  God,  and  his  manifeftations  of  himfelf  to  us  therciui 
they  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  was  the  feal  of  his  own  blef^ 
fed  Spirit,  and  no  delufion. 

4.  The  fealings  of  the  Spirit  cannot  but  inflame  the  Ib^ 
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•fef^thcfonlin  a  veryintenfe  degree  towards  God;  <rtic  flame 
doth  no  more  naturally  beget  another,  than  the  love  of  God 
«}oth  kindle  the  love  of  a  gracious  fo^l  to  him  r  <<  We  have 
<<  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God  bath  to  us/'  i  John 
'XV.  169  19.  When  Chrift  had  forgiven  mrueh  to  that  poor 
woman  that  Iiad  finned  much,  and  manifefted  pardoning  mercy 
to  her  foul  y  O  how  much  was  her  love  to  Chrift  inflamed 
thereby !  Luke  vii.  47. 

2.  Renewed  care  and  diligence  folknirs  the  fealings  of  the 
'Spirit :  Now  is  the  foul  at  the  foot  of  Chrift,  as  Mary  was  ac 
the  fepulchr^,  with  fear  and  great  joy.  He  that  travels  the 
rdad  with  a  rich  treafure  about  him,  is  afraid  of  a  thief  in  every 
buih.  This  is  exemplified  in  the  fpoufe,  who  bad  endured 
many  a  fad  day  and  night  in  Chrift's  abfence,  and  fought  him 
forrowlng:  But  when  ihe  had  regained  his  felt  and  fenfible 
prefence^  it  is  faid|  Cant.  iii.  4.  ^  I  found  bim  whom  my  foul 
loveth ;  ^  I  held  him,  and  would  not  let  hhn  go.'' 

She  doth  not  (as  Mr.  Durham  fpeaks)  lay  by  diligence,  as 
if  all  were  done ;  but  is  of-new  taken  up  with  as  great  care  to 
retain  and  improve  this  mercy,  as  before  flie  was  foUicitous  t» 
obtain  it.  Whether  a  believer  v^ant  or  have,  whether  he  be 
fceking  or  enjoying,  there  is  ftill  matter  of  exercife  for  him  io 
lis  condition. 

3.  Deep  abafements,  and  ^reat  httmblings>  ufe  to  follow 
the  eminent  appearances  of  God  to  the  fouls  of  men.  ^  Lor(i> 
<<  (faid  that  difciple)  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifeft  thyfelf  to 
*<  us,  and  not  unto  the  world  ?'*  John  xiv.  22.  When  God 
fealed  the  covenant  to  Abraham,-  to  be  a  God  to  him,  at  thi« 
Abraham  fell  upon  his  face,  Gen.  xvtt.  i,  2,  3.  Never  dotb  at 
foul  lie  Iqwer  in  the  duft,  and  abhor  itfelf,  than  when  the  Lord 
makes  the  moft  fienal  manifeftations  of  his  grace  and  love  to  it. 

4.  Increafed  ftretigtb  follows  the  fealings  of  the  Spirit. 
Kew  powers  enter  into  the  foul,  and  a  fenfible  improvement 
of  its  abilities  for  duty  :  *^  Or  ever  I  was  aware  ^fiiith  the  fpoufe) 
<<  my  {bnl  made  me  as  the  chariots  of  Ammtnadib,"  Cant  vi.  1 2. 

Now  the  wheels  of  the  foul  being  oiled  with  the  joy  and 
comfort  of  the  Spirit,  nin  nimbly  in  the  ways  of  obedience. 
The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  ftrength. 

5.  Sealings  of  the  Spirit  inflame  the  defires  of  the  foul  after 
heaven,  and  make  it  long  to  go  home.  Nothing  makes  death 
fo  undefirable  to  the  faints,  as  the  doubts  and  fears  that  hang 
upon  their  fpirits,  about  their  condition..  Were  their evi-^ 
dences  for  heaven  clear,  and  their  doubts  refolved,  they  wouldi^ 
us  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  ^  defirc  to  be  diflblved,  and  to  be  with 
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*<  Chfift^"'  Phil  i.  23.  If  once  thegreat  queftion  of  our  ii^ka^ 
in  Chrift  be  thoroughly  decided,  and  all  be  clear  b^wi^t  h^ 
an4  our  God,  we  (hall  find  life  the  mattei  of  patience^;  axMi 
death  the  pbjeft  of  defirc. 

SiJfthfyf  and  lafifyi  Improved  mortificatioi^  to  the  worlds 
fiovft  xiaturallv  from  the  fealings  an4  aflurances  of  the  love  p£ 
God  to  our  iouls.  It  is  with  our  foub,  after  fuch  a  view  of 
heaven,  and  a  fcialing  ihtereft  therein,  a$  it  is  with  him  that 
hath  been  gating  uppn  that  glorious  creature  the  fun,  vrhen  he 
comes  to  cad  his  eye^  again  upon  the  earth,  all  things  feeol 
d^r^and  cloudy  to  him;  he  fees jio  beauty  iit  atiyoftho^ 
things^ibecaufeQf  that  excellent  luftre  which  he  lately  behel4- 
**  We  know  (faith  the  apoftle)  that  if  our  earthly  noufe  of 
<<  this'taber^cle  were  difiblved>  we  have  a  building  of  Godi 
<<  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  :^ 
There  is  affurance  or  fealing.  •*  For  in  this  we  grope  earneftiyi 
<<  defiring  to  be  cloathed  upon  with  our  houfe  wfaiich  is  £ioi|i 
«  heaven:"  There  is  the  natural  eflFe£l  of  it,  2  Cor.  v*  1,2*  ' 

Ufifs.  The  point  fpeaks  to  three  forts  of  perfons^  z;i>.  r« 
To  thofe  that  have  not  yet  been  fealed«  2.  To  tbofe  that 
Qpce  had>  but  now  want*  this  comfort*  3.  To  thofe  that  ea- 
joy  tbp  comforts  of  itp 

Firfii  To' thofe  that  yet  want  this  mercy,  who  have  hot  been 
formerly  fealed  by  any  affurance  of  their  title  to  Chriil,  but  all 
t)ieir  days  have  been  clogged  with  fearS} .  and  doubt  of  their 
condition.     To  fuch  my  counfel  iS| 

1  •  That  you  be  not  quiet  under  thefe  uncertainties,  but 
pant  after  the  affurance  of  peace  and  pardon.  3ay  unto  Chriil^ 
as  the  fppufe  did,  Cant,  viii,  6,  "  Set  me  as  a  teal  upon  thy 
^  heart,  as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm  :''  Pant -after  it,  as  I>avi4 
did,  Pfalm  xxxv.  3.    *^  Say  unto  my  foul,  I  am  thy  falvation," 

How  can  yo.u  look  upon  fuch  precious  promiles,  and  not 
dare  to  tafte  ^hem  ?  ^ow  can  you  hear  others  fpeak  of  their 
fatisfaftion,  peace,  ^ni  affurance^  and  be  quiet  until  you  hav^ 
alio  attained  it  ?  What  is  it  that  hinders  this  mercy^  that  it 
cannot  come  home  to  your  fouls  ?  Is  it  ypurneglei^  of  duty  ? 
O  ftir  up  yourfelves  to  uke  hold  of  Qod  !  Is  it  want  of  a  tho- 
rough fearch  and  examination  of  your  ftate  ?  O  let  not  thine 
^yes  find  reft,  till  that  be  fully  done.  Is  it  fome  fpecial  guilt 
upon  thy  foul,  that  grieves  the  Spirit  of  God  f  Be  reftlefi  tiH 
it  be  removed.  I  know  this  mercy  is  not  at  your  command,  do* 
what  you  can  do ;  but  yet  I  alfo  know,  when  God  beftows  it, 
he  ufually  doth  it  in  thqfe  ways  of  our  duty. 

Sicpndly^  To  thofe  that  once  had^  but  now  want  diis  bleffing^ 
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^feq  fay  as  Jab  itix.  2,  3.  "  O  that  it  were  with  me  ai 
^'«  in  days  paft!"  The  darknefs  is  the  greater  to  you,  becaufc 
you  haVe  isralked  ih  the  light  of  the  Lord.  The  fum  of  ChrilVs 
/counfel  in  this  cafe  is  given  in  three  wprds^  HeV.  ii.  5.  Remem^ 
berj  repent  i  r^rm. 

Firfty  Rememherii.  e^  Pohderj  cbhfidfer,  compare tiiolie  tli^ith 
time,  and  ftate  with  ftate»  bow  Well  it  diicie  waS|  how  fad  ii^ 
Is  now.       ' 

Secmdij/j  kepent ;  mbiirii  over  th'cfc  your  fihftil  l-elapfes  ^ 
Jfure  you  may  challenge  the  firft  plate  among  all  the  mourners 
in  the  woiid.  Your  lofs  is  great.  X>  better  to  have  loft  the 
Jight  of  your  eyes,  thaii  this  fwect  light  of  God's  countenance. 
Your  fill  hath  feparated  betwixt  you  and  your  God;  O  mourn 
bver  it. 

THrdfyi  Reform  ;  Do  yoiir  firft  wbt-U  agaiii.  O  Chriftianj 
toAfider.  thy  heart  is  fiiilk  deeper  into  the  txrorld  than  it  wad 
wont  to  be  ;  thy  duties  are  fewer^  and  thy  zeal  and  afieftion 
to  God  khktch  abated.  Return^  return^  O  backfliding  foul,  and 
labour  to  recover  thy  firft  lovie  to  Chrift  whatever  pains  it  coft 
thee. 

Lfrftfyf  To  thofe  that  do  (Cnjoy  thefe  fchoicc  atid  invaluable 
kne^cieS,  the  fealihgs  ofthe  Spirit; 

Firft  J  Take  heed  that  you  grieve  not  the  gobd  Spirit  of  God^ 
^*  by  i/jhom  ye  ati  fealed  to  the  day  of  redehlptioiEi/'  Eph;  iv; 
30.  He  hath  ccwnforted  you  j  do  hot  you  gneve  him :  The  Spi- 
rit is  a  tender  delicate  thihg  you  may  quii:kly  de^iVe  yoiir^ 
ifelves  erf  hisj  joy  ahd  t>eace^ 

Secondly  J  Be  humble  under  this  iadvanceineiit  and  dignity;^ 
tf  your  hearth  dtict  begili  to  fwell  look  out  for  humbling  dif- 
pcHfatiotls  quickly^  i  Cor.  iii;  y.  This  treafure  is  always 
kept,  ih  the  veffcl  of  a  contrite  and  bumble  heart: 

Thirdly i  Keep  clofetd  duty ;  yca<  tack  one  duty  tti  aiiothcr 
iby  intermediate  ejaculations.  If  care  icjf  duty  be  Once  retiiittedi 
fon'  arie  hot  far  from  a  fad  change  of  your  cohditioh. 

FouriMyy  ImproVe  all  ordinanc  es^  efpedally  this  great  lealing 
brdinance^foryoUrfarthercOnJSrmatiohandeftablimmenr.  A6t 
your-faith  to  the  uttermoft  bf  its  ability^  upon  Chrift  crucified  | 
Ahd  comiFprt  iviil  flbwih:  The  more  the  dirc£taflts  of  faith 
are  exercifed>  ttie  more  powerful  and  fweet  its  reflex  aSts  ari 
like  tb^)e. 

VoLi  VHI;  i  1 
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T  H  E    F  I  F  T  H  ; 

MEDITATION/ 
UPON 

John  i.  29.  Be&JJ  the  Lamb  of  Cody  vihich  takith  ai&aj^ 
the  fini  of  the  world, 

TH  E  fcopc  of  this  chapter,  is  to  prove  the  dmnity  and 
etcrnaJ  Godhead  erf  Jefns  Chrift.  One  of  thofe  argu- 
ments by  which  this  great  article  of  faith  is  confimred  and  prov- 
ed is  the  teftimony  pf  John.  This  teftimony  of  John  is  the 
more  remarkable,  becaufe  it  was  before  prophefied  ef  him,  A:hat 
when  the  Mefliah  ihould  come,  this  mefienger  ihould  go  bef<»e 
his  face,  tp  prepare  the  vray  for  him,  Mai.  iii.  i. 

Now,  among  all  the  teftimonies  that  ever  John  gave  of  Chrift^ 
none  ever  was,  or  could  be  more  full  and  dear  than  this  in  the 
text :  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fins  ef 
«  the  world  V* 

In  which  words  are  remarkable,  i.  The  preface  U>  his  tefti- 
"monyv  2.  The  teftimony  itfelf. 

Firfif  The  preface  or  introdu£kion  tQ  John's  tefkimopy ;  Be- 
hold f  there  is  a  double  ufe  in  fcripture  of  this  word :  fome- 
time&h  is  ofedby  way  of  indication,  and  femetimes  byway 
of  excitation.  In  the  firft,  it  points  oat  the  perfon ;  in  tte 
hifty  it  raifes  our  a£Fe£bions  to  him«  in  this  place  it  hath  both 
thefe  ufes. 

Behold  the  Lamb  of  Codt  q^  d.  *  Thi«  is  the  great  eHjeftatr- 
<  on  and  hope  of  all  ages.  This  perfon  whom  yonbenold,  19 
*^  the  defire  of  all  nations.     Lo  this,  is  Godmanifeji  in  the  flefh* 

*  This  is  the  great  facrifice,  the  LambofC^d:  Never  did  hii- 

*  man  eye&  behold  fucban  objeft  before.' 

Secondly^  The  teftimony  itfelf:  Which  mttft  be  confidered 
two  ways;  as  it  refpefts.  i.  The  truth  and  reality  y.  2.  The 
virtue  and  dignity  of  Chrift  it^  objeiiw 

Firft y  John's  teftimony  refpeflts  the  truth  and  reality  of  the 
objefi  :  This  is.c»fiVH^  the  Lamb  ef  God ;  the  .very  antitype 
to  which  all  legal  facrifices  had  refpeft,  and  from  which  they 
derived  all  their  value  and  virtue  j  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jefus  Chrift y  2$  he  had  faid  before,  ver.  17.  The  pafchsil  lamb 
and  ihe  lamb  for  daily  facrifice,  were  but  the  types  and  (hadowa 
of  thi{)  Lamb  of  God, 
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^  $€COtt(Byf  His  tellimony  refpeftsi  the  virtue  and  dignity  of 
thrift  and  his  blood.  He  taketh  awdy  the  Jin  of  the  wBrldm 
The  Greek  word,  «<pe«v«  (as  De  Dieuy  a  learned  critic*  obferves) 
^hfwers  both  the  Hebrew  words,  ^3I)t<i2^>  }fa.  lii.  and  figni- 
fy  not  only  to  bear ^  but  to  bear  away ;  Potando  expiate  expianda 
auferty  efficitque  ut  remittatur.  By  bearing  fin,  he  expiates 
it ;  by  expiating,  takes  it  away,  or  procures  Uie  remilTion  of  it^ 
The  expreflion  feems  to  allude  to  xkitfcape-goat^  mentioned 
Lev.  ^vi,  22.  Thus  Chrift  really  and  wholly  takes  away  the  fin 
of  the.  world;  i,  e.  the  fin  of  all. believers  in  the  world,  for 
whom  he  was  facrificed  ?  as  Drufius  well  expounds  it,  con^ 
l?urring  with  the  ftrcam  of  found  expofitor^.. 

So  that  this  is  a  very  full  teftimony  which  John  gives  to 
Cbrifl:,  and  it  is  given  with  great  affe£tipn,  an4  adnxiratioi^ 
of  him:  Behold!  yea,  admire  in  beholding  f^^  Lamb  of  GqJt^ 
^kich  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world.  Behold  him  with  afFec*  ^ 
tions  fuitable  to  fuch  an  obje£l ;  Ecce  perfom  a  Deo  ordinata^ 
in  vi^imam  ad  expiandum  peccata*  Grotius..  Behold  the  per- 
fon  appointed  by  God,  for  a  facriiice  to  expiate  fin !  Now^ 
tho*  this  fcripture  be  very  fruitful  in  pra£):ical  obfervations,  yet 
it  i^  not  my  purpofe,  at  this  time,  to  note  or  piofecute  s^ny  of 
them  except  this  one,  which  rifes.  f^fom  the  prefatory  particle, 
gr  that  note  of  admiration,  vwit;h  which  John's  teftimony  of 
Chrift  is  uftiered  in  ;  Behqld  the  I^vnb  of  God  /.  And  the  note 
(hence  will  be  this  : 

Do£l:..  That  Jefus  Chrift^  the  Lamb  of  God,  is  to  be  beheld 
with  admiration  and  affeHion  fuitable  to  fuch  an  obje&, 
,  Chrift  is  beheld  by  men  three  way§ : 
-  Firfi^  Canially,  with  an  eye  of  flefti :  So  men  faw  him  in 
ihe  days  of  bis  fleih,  and  defpifed  him,  Ifa.  liii.  2*  C^nal  eyea 
(iw  no  beauty  in  him,  that  be  Ihbuld  be  defired, 
.  iS^^/2<//v,  Fiducially,  by  the  eye  of  faith  :  Jbelievinjij,  is  feeing 
Chrift,  John  vi.  40,  F^ith  is  to  the  faints  inftead  of  eyes :  By  it 
they  make  Chrift  prefent*  tho'  the  heavens  Have  received  him 
out  of  our  carnal  fight, 

,  Thirdly  f  Beatifically,  by  the  gloniied  eye  :  fo  thefpirits  of 
^uji  men  made  perfe^  do,  by  their  mental  eye,  fee  him  \jx  glo-? 
ry ;  and  all  ^he  faints,  after  the  refurreftion,  ftiall  with  thefe 
coporeal  eyes,  fee  their  Redeemer,  according  to  Joh^^ix.  26,  27^, 
..  The  fight  of  Chrift  by  faith  (which  is  all  the  fight  of  him  that 
|iny  man  now  hath,  or  can  have  in  this  world)  a^  it;  is  much 
more  excellent  than  the  firft  \  for  «'  blefled  are  tb-cy  tJhat  have 
If*  j;ot  feen,  and  yet  believe,"  John  xx.  29,  iaM;is.muQh  inferior 
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tp  the  laft ;  i  Con  xiis.  1 2.  <<  For  now  we  fee  darkly  through  ^ 
\^  giafs,  but  then  face  to  face."  But  tho'  it  be  an  inferior  viGo^ 
in  re(pe£l  of  that  which  is  immediate  and  perfe£i  ;  yet  the,  eye 
0f  faith  is  a  precious  eye,  and  the  vifions  of  Chrift  by  feith, 
ftre  raviihing  vifions  ;  and  he  that  beholds  Chrift,  the  Lamb  aJT 
(fKfdf  by  a  fteady  fixed  eye  of  faith,  cannot  but  admire,  and  be 
deeply  affefted  with  fuch  a  fight  of  him.  The  views  of  Chrift 
t)y  faith,  are  ravifhine  and  tranfporting  views,  i  Pet.  i-  8. 
f*  Whom  having  not  leen,  ye  love;  in  whom,  though  no^ 
f<  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeak* 
f«  able,  and  full  of  glory.'' • 

It  is  a  difparagement  to  fo  gforious  an  object  as  Chrjil,  to^ 
behold  him,  and  not  wonder ;  to  fc^,  and  not  love  him.  Cer- 
tainly the  admiration,  love^  delight,  and  joy  pf  our  hearts,  are 
all  the  cofpmand  of  faith ;  foif  let  us  but  confer  what  raviih** 
ing  excellencies  are  i^i  phrift,  for  the  eye  of  a  believer  to  be- 
hold and  admire. 

Firftj  God  is  inChrift,  2  Cor.  v,  19.  He  is  Goimanifeft  in 
the  ftejb^  \'X^rcL.x\u\6>  A  God  incarnate,  is  the  world's  won- 
fler !  Here  is  finite  and  infinite  joined  jix  one ;  eternity  match- 
ed with  time  ;  {he  Creator  and  creature  matting  but  one  per- 
fon !  **  The  Lord  hath  created  a  new  thing  upon  the  earth  j  A 
<*  woman  (liall  compafs  a  man,"  Jcr.  xxxi.  22.  It  i^  an  argu-.-. 
ment  of  weaknefs,  to  admire  little  things :  and  of  ftupidity, 
jiot  to  admire  great  things.  .  <  Many,  miracle^s  (faith  one)  were 

*  wrought  by  Chrift  in  the  flclh  5  but  thp  greateft  of  all  mi- 

*  racks  was  his  aflumption  of  flefti.*  - 

Secondly  f  The  wifdom  of  God  is  inChrift  5  yea>  in  him  are, 
hid  all  the  tteafures  of  vfi/d&m  and  knowledge ^  Col.  ii.  3.  Ne- 
ver did  the  djyine  wifdom  difplay  its  glorious  beams,  in  the 
eyes  of  men  ai^d  angel^s,  m  any  work  of  God  fince  t^e  begin- 
ning of  time,  as  it  hath  done  in  the  defignation  of  Chrift  to  be. 
the  Lambo|  God,  a  faprifice  for  fin.  Behold  the  hamb^of  God  I 
and  in  him  behold  the  unfearchable  wi.Cdom  of  God,  in.  reco« 
yering  the  ele£l  perfef^ly  from  all  the  ganger  pf.  fin,  and  yet 
making  fin  n^brte  dceadfij^l  to  themj^  by  way  of  their  recovcrj^  , 
from  it,  thari  ever  it  could  be  made  by  any  other  confideration. 

Infinite  wifdom,  in  fuiting  the  finner's.  remedy  to  the  caufe 
of  his  difcafe  i  The  difeafe  was  the  pride  of  man ;  the  remedy, 
•was  the  humiliation  of  theSpn  of  G^d.  Man  aflfc£^ed  to  be  as^ 
God  ;  that  ruined  him :  Opd  corner  down,^  affiimes  fleihy  andj 
yrilf  be  found  in  faihion  as  a  man  ;  that  faved  him. 

O  profound  wifdom  !  which  frohi  the  lofs  and  ruin  of  out 
viwitive  glory  (which  V^as  the  undoing  of  us,  foul  and  bp\ 
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fly)  takes  the  occafion  of   raifing  us   to  a  far   better  ftate^ 
and  fettles  us  in  it  with  a  much  better  fecurity  than  the  former. 

Who  but  Jefus  Chrift,  the  wifdom  of  God,  (as  he  is  called, 
I  Cor.,  i,  24.)  could  ever  have  ord^^ed  and  ovcr-niled  the  worft 
pf  evils,  fo  as  by  occaGon  of  the  breach  pf  the  law,  toraife  more 
glory  to  God,  than  ever  could  ha^e  been  given  to  him  by  the 
ifnoft  punf^ual  obfervation  of  its  commands,  or  by  the  moll  ri- 
gprous  executio|i  pf  its  penalties  ?  O  the  aftonifiiing  depth  o£ 
Vifdom  \ 

Tijirdlyi  The  love  of  God  jsin  Qhrift,  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God/  and  in  him  behold  the  love  of  God,  in  the  higheft  and 
moft  triumpl^ant  difcovery  that  ever  was,  or  can  be  made  of  it 
in  this  world !  1  John  iv.  10.  *^  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 
M  lored  him,  but  that  he  loved  ms,  and  fcnt  his  Son  to  be  the 
f«  propitiation  for  our  fins/*  Q  here,  here  is  the  love  of  God  to 
{inners!  he  manifefts  love  to  us,  in  our  daily  provifions,  protec- 
tions, deliverances,  and  (^pimfoiltsi.  That  we  have  health,  when 
pthers  groan  under  pains  ;  therein  is  love :  that  we  have  bread 
to  eat,  when  others  are  ifeady  to  perifli  5  therein  is  love.  O  1 , 
but  to  have  Qhrift  to  be  a  propitiation  for  us,  when  the  angels 
that  fell  were  left  defperate  '^  therein  was  love  indeed  !  All  the 
love  that  breaks  out  in  the  variety  of  providences  for  us  in  this 
world,  in  our  health  and  eftates,'in  our  relations  and  comforts, 
is  nothing  compared  with  this  love  :  Herein  is  love  indeed  ! 

Fourthlyy  The  tender  mercies  of  God  over  poor  finners  arc 
in  Chrift.  As  Chrift  is  the  mercy  promifed,  Luke  i.  72.  the 
capital  mercy ;  fo  he  is  the  channel,  thro'  which  all  the  ftreams 
of  God's  mercy  flow  freely  to  the  fons  of  men,  Jude  21.  The 
mercy  of  God  to  eternal  life,  or  his  faving  mercies,  arc  onJy 
^ifpenfed  to  us  thro'  Jefus  Chrift.  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  T 
a^Lamb  prepared  by  the  aftoniftiing  mercy  of  God,  a  &crific<5 
for  us,  when  no  facrifice  was  laid  out  for  fallen  angels.  Mer- 
f  y  alone  hath  made  this  difference  :  mercy  opened  its  tender 
eye,  and  looked  through  Chriftr  upon  us,  in  the  depth  of  our 
mifery :  in  Chrift  it  is  that  the  milder  attribute  of  mercy  is  ex- 
^rcifed  upon  us,  whilft  fevere  juftice  punilhes  them. 

Fifthly y  Ail  the  hopes  of  poor  finners  are  in  Chrift,  Col.  1. 
57.  Take  away  Chfift,  and  where  is  the  hope  of  our  fouls  ? 
Tim.  i.  I .  it  is  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  that  lue  have  hope  to* 
ijjards  God :  in  his  oblation,  and  no  where  elfe,  our  hope  of 
falvatxon  finds  footing :  on  him  it  is,  the  anchor  of  hope  is 
^xed,  and  the  foul  ftayed,  when  the  ftorms  of  fear  and  in- 
-^ard  trouble  do  arife,  and  beat  violently  upon  it. 

Sixthly  f  The  falvstion  of  our  fouls  to  eternity,  is  in  Chrift ; 
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Ads  IT.  12.  '^  Neither  is  there  any  other,  name^giiwii  rni^f 
•*  heaven  by  which  we  muft  be  faved/'  He  is  theark>  in  whom 
'we  are  prefcrvcd,  Jude  vcn  i.  Look,  as  the  fprinkling  of  the 
blood  of  the  Pafchal  Lamb  upon  the  door-pofts  of  the  IfraeliteSs 
,  was  that  which  preferved  them  from  the  deftroying  angel ;  fa 

the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  Lamb  of  God,  typified  by  that  bloody 
faves  believers  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

Bttt  who  can  open  the  unfearchable  riches,  or  recount  tliQ 
ravifhing  excellencies  found  in  Chrift  ?  Angels,  and  the  fpitit^ 
ofjuftinen  made  perfeft,  behold,  and  admire  for  evermore,^ 
the  incomparable  excellencies  of  Chrift !  Heaven  would  be  na 
heaven  to  them,  if  they  could  not  behold  Chrift  there,  Fllal. 
Ixxiii.  25.       ' 

But  my  bufinefs  rather  lies  in  improving  this  point,  than  en* 

deavouring  farther  to  unfold  it :  for  new  wonders  w^ill  appear 

in  Chrift,  if  we  behold  him  to  eternity. 

,  Ufe.  And  all  the  improvement  I  fhall  make  of  it,  (hall  be  v\ 

cme  ufc  of  exhortation  ;  befeeching  every  onepf  you,  whatever 

ypur  prcfent  condition  an,d  eftate  be,  "  to  behold  the  Lamb  qC 

**  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  l"  And, 

.  Firft^  If  there  be  found  among  you  any  that  are  fenfible  of  ^ 

ftony  hard  heart,  which  cannot  relent  and  mourn  for  all  the 

wrong  done  to  Jefus  Chrift,  by  fin,   whofe  affe£);ions  are  be-. 

numbed  and  ftupified  by  fin,  fo  that  no  confiderations  they  cai^ 

iirge  upon  their  own  hearts,  are  able  to  thaw  them,  and  caufe 

a  relemting  pang  for  fin  j  to  fuch  I  would  direct  the  words  o^ 

tliis  text,  as  the  moft  efie&ual  means  to  melt  fu(ph  hearts^ 

Look  hither,  hard  heart ;  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !"  Con-. 

fider,  believe,  and  apply  what  is  here  fenfibly  reprefented  ;  and 

thy  heart  is  hard  indeed,  if  it  relent  not  upon   fuch  a  view  of 

Chrift«     It  is  faid,  Zech.xii.  10.  **  They  (hall  look  upon  me„, 

<*  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn."    Behold  the  Son  of 

God,  brought  "  as  a  Lamb  to  the  flaughtcr"  for  thee,  a  yile,^ 

'      .polluted  finner  1  Behold  the  invaluable  blood  of  this  iacri^ce,^ 

flied  for  thee  I  Bring  thy  thoughts  clofe  to  this  fubjeft  ;  think 

who  it  is  that  was  m2,A&  a.  Lamb  for  facrifice  \  for  whom,  he 

1  endured  all  his  unfpeakable  fufferings  ;  how> meekly  and  wit 

[  lii^gly  ^^  endured  ^11  the  wrath  of  God  and  men,  ftanding  in 

^  >  his  perfect  innbcency,  to  be  flain  for  thee.     Behold  !  he  waa 

f  **  made  fin  for  thee,,  who  had  no  fin. ;  that  thou,  who  hadft  no 

*'  righteoufncfs,  mighteft  be  made  the  j^ighteoufnefs  of  God  in 

«•  him."     Oh!  whoever  loved  thee  at  that  rate  Chrift  hath, 

done  ?  Who  would  endure  that  mifery  that  Chrift  did  endurq 

or, thy  fake?  Would  thy  father,  or  the  wife  pf  thy  bofpm^ 
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6^  thy  jFricnd,  that  is  as  thy  own  foiil,  be  content  to  feel  that  fef 
thee  (though  but  one  hour)  >¥hich  Chrift  felt,  whert  **  his 
**  fweet  was  as  it  had  been  great  drops  of  blood  falling  ta 
*'  down  to  the  ground  ?*'  Nay,  thou  wouUleft  never  tafte  fucTi 
a  cup  for  the  faving  of  thine  own  child^  as  Chrift  drank  off*, 
■when  he  cried,  "  My  God  I  my  God  I  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
;  '^^  me  ?"  Behold  how  he  loved  thee ! 

Surely,  if  the  rocks  rent  afunder  at  his  paflion,  thy  heart  is 
terder  than  a  rock,  if  it  thaw  not  at  fueh  a  fight  as  this.  Fix 
thine  eyes  a  while  here,  and  thine  eye  will  affeft  thy  heart. 

'Secondly^  Is  there  any  among  us  that  make  too  light  of  fitly 
and  are  eafily  overcome  by  every  temptation  to  the  commil^ 
Con  of  it  ?  O  come  hither,  and  •<  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !** 
and  you  cannot  poflibly  have  flight  thoughts  of  fin  after  fuch  a 
fight  of  Chrift.  See  here  the  price  of  fin  !  behold  what  it  coft 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  expiate  it.  Did  he  come  into  the 
world  as  a  Lamb,  bound  with  the^  bands  of  an  irreverfible  de- 
cree, to  die  for,  fin  ?  Did  he  come  from  the  bofom  of  the  Fa- 
ther, to  be  our  tanfomer,  and  that  at  the  price  of  his  own  life  ? 
Did  the  hand  of  fevere  juftice  flied  the  heart^blood  of  this 
immaculate  Lamb,  to  fatiefy  for  the  wrongs  thy  fins  have  done 
to  God  ?  And  yet>.canft  thou  look  upon  fin  as  a  light  matter  ? 
God  forbid! 

I  remember,  when  the  worthies  of  Ifrael  brake  through  the 
hoft  of  the  Fhiliftines,  and  brought  unto  David  the  waters  of 
the  well  of  Bethlehem,  it  isiaid,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  1 7.  <•  He  would 
«*  not  drink  thereof,  but  poured  it  out  before  the  Lord,  arrd 
;*<  faid,  Be  it  far  from  me,  that  I  (hould  do  this  :  Is  not  this  the 
♦«  blood  bf  the  men  /that  went  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives  V* 

He  longed  for  it,  and  yet  would  not  tafte  it,  how  pleafaitt 
iotSfdt  it  would  have  been  to  hirn>  confidering  what  hazard  was 
.  ^un  to  obtain  it.  • 

Ah  Chfiftian  !  it  was  but  the  hazard  of  their  blood,  thd,t 
gave  check  to  David's  appetite  to  the%ater :  And  if  the  water 
had  coft  an  equal  quantity  of  their  blood,  yet  it  had  iieen  but 
u  low  argument  to  difiuade  him  from  drinking  it,  to  this  con^ 
fideration  that  now  lies  before  thee.  Thy  fin  aftually  coft  the 
blood  of  Chrift ;  one  drop  whereof  is  more  valuable  than  all 
liuman  blood;  and  yet  wilt  thou  not  deny  thy  lufts,  nor  refift 
^  temptation  for  his  fake  ?  "  Behold  the  latfib  of  God,  flain  for 
<*'  thy  fin  !**  aid.  thou  canft  never  have  flight  thoughts  of  it 
any  more. 

TMrdiy^:  Is  there  any  among  you  that  droop,  and  are  dif-» 
couragedihtlieir  ipirit$>becaufe  of  their  manifold  aggravated 
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iniquides ;  %»lio  being  ovcrwcighcd  with  the  biirtbehfoffie 
fenfe  of  fin,  defpond  and  fink  in  their  minds  ?  To  fuch  I  wotikt 
apply  the  words  of  my  text,  as  a  fovereign  cordial,  to  revive  their 
hearts  and  hopes :  ^<  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  a- 
*•  way  the  fin  of  the  world  !" 

If  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  tan  take  away  the  fib  of  the  worldi 
it  can  take  away  thy  fin,  though  there  be  a  world  of  fin  in  thee; 
Tor  do  but  confider  Chrift,  as  defigned  from  eternity  to  be  our 
propitiation  ;  John  vi.  27.  "  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealedi'* 
as  facrificed  in  our  room,  *<  in  the  fulnefe  of  time."  1  Cor.  ▼; 
7.  "  Chrift  our  pafibver  is  facrificed  for  us  :*'  As  accepted  bj^ 
the  Father  with  the  greateft  content  and  pleafure^  even  <<  as  al 
««  fweet-lmelUng  favour,"  Eph.  v.  a.  As  publicly  juftified 
and  difchargeci  by  God,  the  Creditor,  at  his  tefurred;ion,  i  'I^im: 
iii.  1 6.  and  John  xvi.  9.  And  laftly,  Confider  him  as  now  in 
heaven,  where  he  <<  appears  before  God  for  us,  as  a  Lamb  that 
*•  had  been  flainr,"  Rev.  v.  6.  bearing  the  very  mark^  of  his 
death,  and  prefenting  tbem  before  God,  as  the  moft  efFedual 
and  moving  plea,  to  procure  pardon,  and  mercy,  for  his  peo- 
ple. Let  thefe  things,  I  iky,  be  duly  pondered,  dnd  notniiig 
will  be  found  more  efFe£bual  to  relieve  the  defpotident  min<is 
of  poor  believers  againft  the  finkii^g  fenfe  of  their  £\n\ 

He  that  reprefents  himfelf  in  the  facrament  as  wouncied  for 
you,  (hews  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  Father  in  heaveti,  the  real 
body  that  was  wounded ;  than  which  nothing  more  effe£tual^]f 
moves  mercy,  or  ftays  the  Aiding  £eet  of  a  poor  believer's  hope: 
And  that  whetlier  we  confider, 

/iV;^,^  The  dignity  of  that  body  which  was  wounded;  the 
moft  hallowed  and  deeply  fan£^ified  thing  that  ever  was  creat-' 
cd }  Luke  i.  35.  "  That  holy  thing." 

Secondly^  Or  his  vicegerency  in  fufFering ;  **  He  ivis  wound* 
•*  ed  for  our  tranfgreffions,"  Ifa.  liii.  5,  It  was  for  that  hard^ 
proud,  vain,  dead  heart,  that  thou  complaineft  of.     Otj 

Thirdly^  The  end  and  defign  of  thofc  wounds  \  which  was 
to  repair  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  violated  law  :  the  lan-^ 
guage  of  that  blood  (which  is  faid  to  *<  fpeak  better  things  thai! 
*<  the  blood  of  Abel,"  Heb.  xii.  24.)  is  this : 

<  Father,  have  thefe  poor  fouls  wounded  thy  namei  thine 
<  honour,  thy  law  ?  Behold  the  wounds  thy  juftice  hath  i^flifl- 

*  ed  on  me,  for  reparation  of  all  that  wrong  they  have  done 

*  thee  I*  O  how  fweetly  doth  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  fettle  the 
confcience  of  a  poor  drooping  believer ! 

Fourthly f  Is  there  any  among  you  that  are  faint-hearted^ 
m^jCdLdy  to  flirink  away  from  sMny  fuflFerin^s  for  Chr tfty  as  uih 
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toW  Wfccar  and  endure  iny  thing  for  his  fake  ?  Tb  fufch  I 
Would  fay  in  the  wotds  df  thi*  text;  B€Md  the  Lamb  if  God i 
i)id  Chnft  ftiffet"  ftf\it  gtievous  thing?  for  yoti !  and  eanno^ 
you  fuffci'  fchall  ttarterifor  him  ?  Alasi  what  is  th^  waili  o^ 
ittian  to  the  ^raifA  bf  the  great  dndieMbte  OimI  >  Befides^  he 
Was  ah  innotent  Lamb",  ahd  deferred  not  tt>  fuiFdr  the  leak 
degree* <)f. penal  cVtt  upoh.  his  own  aiccobiit;  i  but  thou  haft  dc- 
fcrVed  he%4n<lyet  (hnnkcft  under  the  fuffcnhg*  of  iamomcnii 


^hat!  ii  our  blciod  cdinpalrcd  tit  dignity  to  the  blddd  of^ 
tJhrift?  Whditi  Siireoiirfaffcririgs  compared  in  kiiidi  or  degree^ 
ito  the  fiifFcringi  bf  Chrift  ?  Ndthiilg  is  found  to  forriiy  a  man'k 
^^irit  for  fuSeni(ig$>  as  the  iheditalcrdik  df  Cbtift's  fuffelrings  for 
Uf  doth. 

Ft/ikfyf  ts  Ihere.^h'y  atiiong  you  thalt  are  itiipattent  under  youir\ 
tiwh  perfdbal  triaU  and  ttoubles^  aj)t  to  howl  undqr  tommbn 
iafHi£^i6ns  from  the  hand  bf  Gbd,  of  fwell  i^ith  revenge  biide^ 
injuries  from  the&ands  d'f  Wctt^  Td  fucli  I  l^ould  fay,  Behold 
i^tainhofCh^iyi  for  mcekttefs,  and  art 

thou  i^'lion  foir^fieiilcenefs  f  Waft  he  fileiit,  hdt  onte  opening  hi$ 
ifnoutii^  WKen  he  fuifFeired  mbft  vile  thiiig^  frdth  thie  handd  bf 
tinnersvand  can  ^nu  beair  hdthing  f  He  fuSe^ed  patii^tly,  liind 
dcfiarved  it  not  i  yt>b  fuffer  iliiipaticiitl^,  attd  haVie  dtefeirved  in*^ 
finitely  mch-e.         ,,  .  , 

O  that  ^u  iS^buld  ieahi  to  be  more  Chrift-iike  itijall  yout" 
Wial$  and  aitiif^ioiis !  let  it  ndt  be  faid^  that  Cibrift  carried  it 
ins  a  L4mb  when  fie  Was  tried>  aikd  irt  like  fwine,  gmmblitig 
or  howling  When  we  are  tiried.     O  get  a  Chrift^lilte  temper  I 

Bixthfyj  h  xhett  any  among  yoii  that  ftagg^r  &t  the  prc^ile?^ 
Ihrough  unbelief^  that  canmk  rely  upon  a  Wdrd  df  plromifey  bc4 
taufe  theif  oilrn  Unbdi&ving  hearu  nil  them  with  unWottfay  fuf'^ 
^icions  of  the  poWcr,  fiiithfulnefs,  or  witlingnebof  God  to 
Iperfonh  diem  to  ^eni?  Q  that. fuck  Wduld  behbld  ihe  Ldthk 
1/  C$d^  2^  irk^tefented  in  thi^  ctrdlnahce !  Are  »dt  all  the  pro- 
mifes  of  God  feakd  b  believei^  in  the  Uodd  <^f  the  l^amb  ? 
Heb.ix.  i7»  x8,  i^j  ao.  hxt  lipt  all  the  prdml^es  of  God^  in 
'  Chrift^  «  Yea,  and  Aiiien^  to  all  that  arc  in  him  ?'*  i  Cor.  h 
i%o«  Or  ii  tbeve^ny  thing  put  into  any  j^romife  ^  gj'eater  valbe 
^ban  the  blocxl  of  the  I^b,  that  wa&  (bed  to  pUtchafe  \t  ?  Oi 
isnot  the  giving  dF  Chrift  to  die  for  us,  the  acQpmpli(hmeni 
of  the  greatefll  prdmife  chat  eveir  God  made  to  ui  I  Alid  aftef 

V#L.  Vfil;  M  m 
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the  falfiHi^g  thereof,  what  ground  remains  fot  anyrta  dctrfitt 
'ihe  fulfilling  of  |eflbr  promifes  i 

tafiiyy  Is  there  any  attiong  you  that  defire  to  get  up  your 

.!^fFe£tions  at  this  table,  to  have,  your  hearts  in  a  tr^tiug  £pnij- 

per,  to  awaken  and  rou2c  up  all  the  powers  of  yc  c,  r  fouls  in  fi> 

.great  an  occaiiofi  feii;.*it  as  this?  Behdltbe  Lami  ofGodJ.,gjj^ 

V  this  will  do  it.       ,  / 

Chrift  calls  off  your  eyes  and  diougiits  from  all  other  obf 
jefts  to  himfelfi  Ifa,  Ixv.  ii.  "I  faid,^boldincJ  behol^ 
'*<  me !"  Fixxhe  eye  of  faith  here^and  you  will  feel  apang  quick^ 
ly  coming  upon  your  hearts  like^thaty  .«Caat.  ii.  5.  ^  ot^y  ixie 
*•  with  flaggons^  comfoit  mc  with  apples  ;  I  am  ficjc  with  loyc.** 
Your  eyes  will  afFeft  your  hearts  j  whilft  you  behold^  youi) 
liearts  will  melt  within  you.  ; .  /  ,  .  , 

,  TV  %    SI  XTH  : 

Af    E    0    i    T    A    T    I    O  X        ^ 
'.UP  O.M  '. 
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|to  M.  viii.  J^.  tf€  that  /pared  not  his  o^n  Sort;,  kit  deliver^ 
him  up  for  us  all ;.  howjball  h  not  viith  kim  aljo  freely  ff^Jt 
us  all  things. 

TH I S  fefiptute  conta^  a  mt>ft  wiergltcf  a^iD^nt  toenrit 
ccriirage  and  cpnfirm  the  feith  of  ChriftiaiiS  in  the  ex* 
|ie6^atioo  bf  all  fpiritual  and  temporal '  mercies.  It  proceeds- 
froin^the  greater  vo  the  lefler  affirmalnvely  i  he  tRat  delivered 
^is  Son  for  us,  what  can  1;^  deny  us  afier  fuch  a  gift  ?  ^retf. 
-word  hatsh  its  weight*.   ,  •  ^ 

<  Did  not  God  fpare(i.^;2fertie)  any  thing  wlitch  hiJBJiilJiice 
couW  inflifliup^n  his  Son>  his  own  Son,  oppofed  her^'  to  H% 
adopted  fon%  as  being  imfinitely  more  excellent  than  they,  and 
moft  dear  to  him  abo^e  and  beyond  all  others  f  biitt,  on  the 
^ntf ary,  deUTcred  himtipt  how  dear  foevcr  h^  wa&  unto  hiin^ 
to  humi4iation>  contradiaioil  of  finners,  to  zlV  forrdws  and 
iempjtations,  yea,  to.dea^h,  and  that  t^  the  erofs,  and  ali  thi^ 
)for  ur^  for  nf  Jinners%^  for  us  eneinies  taGcdf  for  tiir  unhveljr 
wretches  1^  **  How  {hall  iib  not  with  him  uifbfreeiy  gire  us.al^ 
**  things  ?"  How  is  it  imaginable  that  God  fliotiild*  with-hold 
after  this,  fpirituals  or  temporals,  from  his  peopled  Howr  fliali 
he  nc«  call  tjxem  effeftaaUy,  juftify  them  freely,  fanftify  th^tt* 
thoroughly^  and  gforiiy  them  eternally  ?  HonO^  ihallhenof 
tlpathth^n^feed  them,  prote^a^ljnd  deliver  them  2  .  -,    .  /     . 
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*^Surcij^  if  h^  would  not  fpare  or  abat^  td  his  own  Son  one, 

,itrol^,  one  tear,  one  groan,  orie  figh,  one  circumftatice  of 
ihtfcry^k,  can  never  be  imagined  that  ever  he  flipuld,  after 
thisi  den^  or  withhold  from  his  people^  for  whofe  fakes  all  this' 
H^as  fiifFered,  any  mcreicsy  any  comforts,  any  privilegCj^  fpi- 
ritual  or  temporal^  "which  is  good  for  tiiem,  and  needful  tor* 
them/  $0  that  in  the  ;Words  we  |iud|  i.  A  proportion,  a* 
^n  inference  from  jtt 

■*  ;  The  propofitiori  op«n8  the  feverity  of  Gpd'&  juftice  to- 
Chrifl^  the  in&rence  declares  the  riches  of' his  mercy  to  us. ia 
Chrift.      ;\  - 

I*  We  hjwre  here  before  us  a  propofition,  containing  the  fe-. 
verity  of  divine  jufti^  towards  Chrift  f  and^is  is:exprcflc^; 
two  frays,  viz.      >  /  ,    .'  / 

^  i^*  Negatively ;  he  fparcd  him  not, 

^dlyf  Affirmatively  5  he  delivered  him  up  for  us.  V 

'*  \fif  Negatively  i  ff^  /pared  n9f  bis:fwn  Son.;  There  is  a 
thrcefoM' mercy  of  God^  viz.  Preventing^  mercy,  which  ftcps 
I>^tween  us  and  trouble;  delivering  mercy,  which  takes  tia 
ovtt  of  the  hand  of  trouble;,  and;  fparfng  mercy,  which  tho'  it 
do  not  prevent  nor  deliver,  yet  it  mitigates,  allays,  and  graciouf* 
ly  moderates  our ,  troubles  5  and  tho'  fparing  mercy  hjs  defira-  » 
We  and  fveet,  yet  it  is  the  leaft  and  loweft  foct  of  meifcy  that\ 
God,  exercifes  -towards  any.  Tho*  it  be  ^  mercy  to  have  the 
time  of  fulfcrings  Ihcrtned,  or  one  degree  of  fuffering  abated, 
yet  tbefe  are  the  Jowcft  and  leaft  efFcfis  of  mercy;  and  yet 
thefe  were  deiiied  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  flood  in  our  roo^n 
to  fatisf^  foir  us  :  God  fpared  not  one  drop,  he  abated  not  one 
degree  of  ^hat  wrath  which  Chrift  was  to  fuffcr  for .  us. 

"^dfyit  Affirmatively ;  but  on  the  contrary,  ff^  deUvered  him 


itpf^r  us  alh 

'  He  delivered  mm,  9$  a  judge  Dy 
tip  the  priibner  to  be  exerted.     It  i»  true,  Pilate  delivered' 


le  delivered  him,  9$  a  judge  by  fentcnceof  la^Y  delivers 


him  to  be  crucified,  and  he  alfo  gave  himfelf  for  us;  but  be- 
twixt God's  3clivering>  Klate'sdeliveringj^and  hia  own,  there  is. 

.  this  difference  to  be  obferved  ;  in  God  it  wasan  a£lof  high^^ 
^juftice  J  in  Pilate  an  ad  ^pf  greateft  wickednefs  ^  in  him-* 

'  fclf,  an  aift  of  ^wonderful  obedience.       .    *    "  / 

God,  as  by  an  aft  of  higheft  juftice,  delivered  him  up/ir  «/.' 
Far  usy  notes  the  vicegerency  of  his'fuffefiijigs,  not  only  for  bur 
)good,a3  the  final  caufe;  nor  only  for  ourTms,  as  the  meritorious 
caufe  i  but  for «//,  (i  ^.)  in  our  room,  place,  or  ftead  according  tgi; 
^P^t.'iii.  i8.  ind  2i  Cor.  v.  14. 


2*  We  bayealfo  here  before  us  a  moft  ifweet  and  comfto;?- 
fable  inference  and  conclufion  from  this  propofition :  If  C9qi\ 
^▼e  fb  delivered  him,  ImiJbaU  Hb  not  with  Un^  freely  give  us^ 
itll  things  f  For  Cbrift  comprehends  all  other  mercies  in  bim*' 
felf ;  therefore  in  giving  ^im/cr  usy  all  otbqr  merges  are, 
neceflarily  wuh  him  givdi  f<7  tt/. 

Andthefe  mercies,  tlie  pooireft, weakeft  beJliefer  in  tbe  world 
may  warrantable  expe^  from  Odd  \  for  as  Qo4  deliverod  hioi 
forusatty  fo  the  treafures  of  all  fj^iritual  wd  temporal  isier-^ 
ties  are  thereb|r  fredy  opened  to  us  all^  to  the  vrealf  sl§  yell  ^ 
Ijdtheftrong.      '         ^^ 

,  He  faith  not,  ^hri^  was  deUva^  for  ^^  aUi^Iu^ty,  but^ 
form  dll ;  nf.  airthatbeliev^  all  that  are  dl^^dand  called  ; 
in  whofe  perfon  it  U  n\anife^  t£ke  apoMe  here  ^peaksf  as  Pa-^^^ 
raeus  on  the  place  well  obleryesl  Hence  t^efe  two  do^^ina^ 
condufioris  fairly  offer  themfel^ves. 

"DoSt.  i .  That  t^  rigour  andfeverUy  (fdwine  jff^if^  was 

epcecutfd  up$n  Jefus  Chafi^  when  he  Jufferei  for  »/., 
Pofib.  li  Thai  bdUvers  mdy  ftirongly  infer  the  great^  ^ 
mercies  toihemfilves^  fr^  the  fio^rity  (f  God^sjufike  to. 
Je/us'Cl^iftV"     '^ 
I  would  willingly  fpeak  to  both  thefe  posits  at  this  time,  eaclt 
affording  fttcb^<;6per  matter  pf  meditation  to  us  m  fu^b  a  fan 
Ibn  as  Siis.  '  To  begin  therefore  with  the  firft  obierration* 
Dod.  i.  That  t^e  rigour  and  fexifrity  of  divine  jitfiice  was^ 
executed  upori  Jefm  Chrift^  when  he  fleered  f^r  us  iCo^. 
did  not  J^ari^  hihu'     '""  '   '  ^ 

In  ZicK.  5iiV  7.'  you  have  God's  co|nmi$on  giifen  to  die. 
fword  of  jiiftice,;  to  finite  his.  own  Son,  and  that  wit][|out  pU 
ty\  «•  Awiaikei  O  fword,  a^inft'my  Sheplierd,  andagainft 
^f  the  man  ^at  is  my  fellow  ;  finite  the  Shepherd,''  ^c*  An^ 
when  this  commifiioh  camet^oe  exe^ut^upon  Ctiiiil,  the' 
text  tells  us^  C<^  did  not  /pare  kim ;  HI  the  vials  qf  his  wrath, 
were  po'iirei  out  to  the  la^  droj. 

'  Two  things  i[equii"e  our  attention  in  tjbis  ^mt  i  i>  Where* 
5|i  thefcycj;ity  of  juftice  iq  Ohrift  app'earc4r  %  ^^t  ^^K 
jufticc  be  executed  on  J|im  infi^cl^  K|g?ur  ahd  feyeri^y  r  Why. 
there  could  be  no  abkeine.i^  mitigation,  oi  fy^xj^  ^^^j] 
j^wn  him  in  that  day  ?         '  ' 

;  u  Wberein  the  fcverity  otdiyine  juitice  to  Qiti&  appeared  ?. 
And  this  will  inanifeflf  itfelf  in  the  ^onfideration  of  the  foUow,* 
iig  particulars;        '  \ 

^  Firft,  Let  us  confider  what  Jcfus  Chrfft  fuffcied,  and  w<t 
1  £Be  the  feyeritf  of  juftii^  in  hi^  fufferings^  for  1^  fufferc;^^ 


^&  kipds  q£  miferies,  and  that  in  the  moft  intenfe  degree  oC 
them :  His  foiFering^  wer^  from  all  hands,  from  heaven,  earthy 
.  SMudh^li^  fram  his  enemies,  who  condemned  him,  buffeted, 
^idmy  roviled^  icourged^  ?^  crucified  him  y  from  his  own  dif^ 
ciples  and  IbUpwcri^  one  of  whom  perfidioully  betrayed  him, 
another  openly  denied  bimt  and  all  m  the  hour  of  his  greateft 
irQ^b]^  fpribak  am)  abandoned  bim»  ' 

lie  fuffered  in  ius  body  the  mpft  exqoifite  torments  -,  the  crof« 
-^fras  a  crudi  engine  of  i^prinent,  and  more  &>  to  him  than  any  p- 
thCTf  by  r^fon  of  tWe&ccllqitcrif^j  and  Umperammt  of  hisbo* 
<iy,and  his  moft  acute  and  delicate  fenfe ;  for,  as  the  fchoolmen 
txttlyfayt  he  was<?^^^f  (p^^(ifxi>iz4iifz^,  gf  the  moftexad  and 
exqttiiite  cpmpicxion ;  and  his  ienfes  remained  acute  and  vi- 
gorous, no  way  UiJinted,  during  ^e  vthfA^  time  of  his  fufitr- 
mg%,  but  full  of  life  ajod  fenfe  to  ^he  laJEl  gafp,  as  may  be  ga- 
thered from  Marl;;  :(y.  39.  M  When  the  centurion,  which  flood 
<«  over  againfl  h'iin9  faw  that  ^efo  cried  put,  and  gave  up  the 
\^  gfaofl;,  he  faid>  Truly  jtl^iis  man  was  the  ^n  of  God.'* 
.  He  fuffered  in  his  foul  \  yea,  the  fufferings  of  his  foul  were 
the  very  foul  of  his  fufferings  \  hp  felt  ip.  his  inner  man  the  et- 
qtiifite  torments  and  inxpreflible  anguifh  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
Hence  was  thRt  preteriiatmral  bloody  fweatin  the  garden  ;  and 
hence  that  beart-rendiiig  pi|t-cry  upon  the  cro^,  My  God! 
flff  Qod!  Vfby  hft  thfij  far/dim  w^  -^ 

In  all  which  fufferings,  from  heaven,  from  earth,  from  hell, 
from  friends,  from  ^emies,  there  was  no  allay,  or.  abatement 
of  the  leafl  degree  o£  mifery.  ^K  God  ipared  not  his  own  Son,^ 
(iaith  the  te?ty  ♦*  but  deliytered  him  up."  Wherein  the  feve* 
rity  of  divine  juflice  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  is  difplayed  in  thefe  five 
remarkabk  ^onfideratiQns  following. 

Firft^  G^d  'fparei  net*  If  mercy,  pity,  and  forbearance 
niight  be  e3cpe^ed  from  any  hand,  furely  it  might  be  God ;  he 
i^  the  founjtain  pf  mercy ;  ^'  That  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and 
*;<  of  tender  mercv,"  faith  the  apofUe,  James  v.  11.  Themofl 
melting  and  tender  compaffions  of  a  mother  to  her  fucking 
child,  are  b^it  cruelty  in  comparifon  with  divine  tendemefs 
tnd  mercy  i  Ifa.  xlixi  f  5.  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking 
«  child,  that  fte  fhould  not  have  compaflion  on  the  fon  of  her 
^*.womb  ?  Ye?i,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee." 

€an:a  w9many  the  more  affe&ionate  fex,  forget  her  fuck- 
ipg  child,  her  ovfrn  child  (and  not  a  nurfe-child)  her  only 
child,  whitft  it  hangs  on  heir  breafl,  and,  with  the  milk  from 
^r  breaft,  draws  love  from  her  heart  (  Can  fuch  a  thine  as 
^is  be  in  nature  i  Foifibly  it  may  s  iome  fuch  cruel  mothers 


^^'     '  ,     ,  'Sacramental  Meditations^ 

may  be  fou)id»  but  yet  1  will  not  Jorget  thee^  faith  ^pfoffc,*^' 
Though  human  corrupt  nature  may  be  fo  vitiated,  yet  from^ 
die  divine  nature,  eompafiion  and  mercy  ^re  infe^arabte  ^  it 
flows  as  waters  flow  from  their  fountahi,  only  here  it  reftrained 
itfelf,  and  1^  not, out  One  drop  to  Jefus  Chrift,  in  $he  day  of 
tit$  fufTerings  f  God,  the  God  of  mercy,  fparednot. 

Secondfyf  God  fparecf  not,  faith  the  text ;  r.  ^.  he  abated  noe^ 
;any  thing  which,  juftice  ^ould  inii€t ;  Chrift  was  notfpacetC 
one  i(roke,  one  tear,  pne  groan,  onQ  drop,    pne  iigfa>   one* 
ibameVone^circumftance,  no,  not  the  leaft  ^ich  juftice  coul^- 
demand  as  fatfsfaftion  for  m^n's  fin.  '.,.■'* 

There  be  divers  kinds  of  mercy  in  God  j  there  is  in'huni 
fOreycnting  mercy,  delivering  mercy,  and  fparing  mercy.  Now" 
fparing  mercy  (as  Mr.  Caryl  on  Job  well  ohferves)  is  tne  low- 
m  mercy  of  all  the  three  j  it  is  left  mercy  to  be  fparcd  or  a- 
bated,  fon^c  degree  or  circumftance  of  mifery,  than  tp  have  nii- ' 
fery  preveiLted  by  mercy's  ftepping  in  betwixt  us  and  it ;  it  i$' 
lefs  alfi>  than  to  be  wholly  delivered  but  of  the  hand  ojF  mifery  2  * 
Kither  of  tbefe  axe  greater  a£^s  of  «iercy,  than  to  abate  a  de- 
^e,  or.fhorten  an  hour  of  our  trouble ;  the  leaft  abatement* 
of  anyone  circumftance  of  mifery  had  been  fparing  mercyj,^*^ 
di^ughithad  been  but  the  leaft  and  loweft  a6|  of  mercy  j 
and  yet  .even  ihi^  was  denied  to  Chrift  5  he  was  not  abated  one 
minute  of  time,  or  the  leaft  degree  of  forrdw.    Gpd  fpared  not» 
'  Thirdly  9  He  fpared  mt  his  $wn  Son,  ruur  ih^w^   So  ftiledyJjf- 
manter^  his  own  or  his  proper  Son,  inafpecial  and  peculiar/ 
manner  nearer  and  dearer  to  faim  tha^  the  angels,  who  are  his 
fons  by  creation.  Job  i.  6*  or  any  of  the  faints^  who  are  hi& 
foils  by  grace,  in  the  way  of  regeneration  and  adoption,  John  '- 
u  I  i^  13.  This  was  his  own  Son  by  nature,  a  fon  of  an  higher -^ 
liaiik  and  order,'  Pfal.  ii.  7.  begotten  in  an  ineftkble  manner^ 
from  all  eternity,  in  his  own  divine  eflence  %  and  fo  is  his  Son 
iff  nature,  having  the  fame  effcnce  and  nature  with  the  Fa- 
ther, being  co-equal,  co-eflential,   and  cof^ternal  with  the ' 
Father.  • 

No  relation  in  nature  is  fo  intimate,  ftrift  and  .|!ear  as  this  ; 
our  children  are  riot  fo  much  our  own  children,  our  bodies  are 
not  fo  much  our  own  bodies,  as  Chrift  was  God's  own  Son  j ; 
iand  yet,  though  he  were  fo  dear  to  biih,  his  other  felf,  his  ex-  * 
prcfs  image,  bis  own  dear  Son,  He,  fpared  hifn  not :  Godfpar^ 
f0d  nk  his  own  Son. 

Fmrthfyj  And  that  which  makes  a  far fhcr  difcovery  of  di^ 

t  feverity  towards  Jcfu$  Chrift,  is  this,  that  God  fparcdnot^ 


?       jllis  wn  Soir  in  tlie.dajr  of  his  greatell  difffcfsi  ^wftel|  he  ^ 

trkd  to  his  Father  in  an  agony,  that  if  it  were  pofiible  the  cup 

might  pais  from  him  :.  For  of  t;hat  day,  this  fcripturc  is  mainlf 

.to  be  ii|iderftood>  the  day  when  he  fell  to  the  ground  and 

.{irayedy  *<  That  if  itwere  w^ffiblcthe  hour  might  pafefrom  hin», 

*«  Andbefijiid,  Abba,  Fa^r,  all  things  are  ppffiblc  nntathee> 

-<<  take  away  thfi»  cup  firoift^lne^**  Mairfe  x\r.  35,  36.  He  beheld 

liis  own^^^r  Son  fweltering  under  the  heatieft  preflure  of  hi$  ' 

trrath)  fweating  great  drops  of  blood,  cryinfo  "  Jtf  it  *^^  ^  fllble| 

*«  let  tbi$bo^r,  k^  this  cup  pafsj**  ^d  yet  it  could  nptb« 

^ranted^     0  the  (everity  of  God  !  he  heard  the  cry  of  AbA, 

-  tand  fpared  him  5  he  heard  the  Ninevitcs  cry,  and  fpared  them  ; 

^  .he  heard  the  cries  of  Hagar  axid  lihmael,  and  fpared  them ;  yea^ 
^e  tiear^tbe  young  r^tf^^wj  when  they  cry,  and  feeds  them  j 

1^*  but^  wl>en  his  Son  cried  with  the  mpft  vehement  cry^  that  xht 
*^p  9)|ght  pai6)(  he  cannot  beexcufed,  be  muft  drink  it  up, 
^en  {be  very  dregs  of  the  cup  of  tremblir^,  aiid  that  to  the  laft 
jiiof.     Q  thejufticeandfeveritypf  God! 

iyiMyy  aiid  laftly^  Confider  what  the  Father  'of  toercjes. 
idid  inftead  of  fparing  the  Son  of  bis^  love,  and  the  text  will  ijth* 
form  you,  that  *^  he  delivered  bim  up  for  us  all."  So  it  is  no* 
•ted  in  A&&  ii.  23.  *^  Him,  being  delivered  by  the  deter** 
^i  minate  cpUrifel  ^nd  fopclcnowledge  of  God,  ye  have  take»> 
'^^  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  flain.'* 

fThere  was  a  conceflion  or  pcrmiffion  to  thofe  wicked  inftru** 

/  '    ^et|ts  that  Ched  his  blood,  a  loofing  of  the  chain  to  thofe  ban*'^ 

f    jdogsthatcompafied  him  about ;  {ucb  a  concefBon  as  never 

.was  given  them  before ;  for  till  then,  they- were  tied  up  from 

,   perpetrating  their  wickednefe ;  but  now  the  reftraints  of  Pro* 

^idence  ar«  taken .  away,  and  be  is  delivered  unto  their  will  ^ 

bis  own  Father  delivers  him  into  the  hands  of  cruelty.     And 

\ .       ihus  you  fee  wherein  the  fcverity  of  diyinc  juftice  to  Chrift  wai 

■         '^anifeft.  . 

r  .  In  the  laft  place,  let  us  fee  the  ground  and  reafon  of  this  ri-* 
-gOur  and  feverity  to  Chrift.  .Now,  there  are,  among  others^ 
Ithree  Ipecisd  reafons  why  Chrift  could  not  be  fpared.  • 

ThQ  honour  pf  divine  juftice  required,  that  he  fiiould  fuffer 
' .  the  utmoft  degree  of  puniihment.  It  was  meet  that  the  right^^ 
of  heaven  rtiould  be  vindicated-  to  the  fdl,  and  that  the  jumc©* 
of  God  ihould  have  ^e  laft  mite  it  could  demand  for  fatisfac- 
tion.  And  this  was  the  fpecial  defign  ^nd  aim  of  God  ih  th# 
buffering  of  Chrift,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Rojti.  iii.  25^  z6,  \% 
:t?a8  ^*  to  declare  his  righteotffriefs ;"  and  left  we  fhouldlof^ 
|ilie  pmphatiQil  jv0cd>  it  is  doubled  and  repeated^  ^^  ty  de^liur^ 


i 


li^   .  siurdmifAal  MeMiM&ns* 

«<  I  fay,  at  ^his  time  his  righteoufiieft.''  And  inde^  Jherefft 
God  fully  obtained  his  defign  \  for  nerer  was  juftice  fo  bonour* 
ed  before,  to  have  fuch  a  perfon  as  the  Son  of  God  ftand  at  %ti 
b^r,  and  fuch  a  fum  as  his  blood  paid  dowh  at  6nce  fck  oUr.dif- 
charge  t  fo  that  juftice  triumphs  aS  well  al  meityi  and  iXki 
attribute  is  not  robbed  to  pay  another.       a. 

As  k  was  neceflary  to  God's  fatisfa£lioni  fo  il  trai^  h^seiafj^ 
to  ours  alfo.  If  the  Lord  Jefus  had  not  made  full  payment  to 
the  utmoft  mite,  we  could  never  haVe  had  full  fatisfa£lion  id 
ourcoi^iences,  about  that  deep  and  dear  coiieerhmefit  of  oul^ 
fouls,  the  remiffion  of  fin^.  Man  is  a  guilty  and  a  ftofpidous 
creature,  and  hard  to  be  brought  to  an  entire  icohfidiehiDe  in  the 
pardoning  mercy  of  God^  Yea,  it  is  impdCble  to  periuade  a  . 
convinced  confcienee,  of  the  poffibiUty  of  reniil&on)  except  you 
can  alfo  prove  the  fulne&  of  divine  fatisfadion  $  for  confeiehee 
requires  as  much  to  iatisfy  it,  as  God  doth  to  ladsfy  hini.  If 
God  be  fatisfied,  then  confciencecafi  be  fstisBedtdo,  and  fe* 
curely  reft  upon  that  ground ;  but  if  jtfaere  beany  doubt  of  tha^ 
there  is  no  appeafing  of  an  anstious  and  jealous  conlciehce  : 
greatly  therefore  hath  God  confulted  our  peace  in  th^  fevetitj^ 
of  his  juftice  to  Jefus  i^hrift.  "  Now  the  God  of  peabei 
^^  who  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus^  that  gr^t 
*«  Shepherd  of  the  ftieep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlaftin^ 
•*  covenant/*  Heb.  xiii.  izo.  Let  the  words  be  weighed  j  ha 
is  ftiled  the  God  of  peace,  when  he  brought  batk  Chrift  fron^ 
the  dead  I  it  was  incenfed  juftice  that  put  him  to  death,  an4 
appeafed  juftice  that  brought  him  back  from  the  dead ;  an4 
that  which  pacified  God,  is  the  only  thing  in  the  world  that  is 
^ble  t*>  fatUfy  the  confeiencc  of  a  (inner. 

3.  Thcrefoi*cdid  God  proceed  with  fuch  rigour  and  feverit^ 
with  Jefus  Ohrift,  that  thereby  the  demerit  andeVil  of  fin  might 
be  fully  difcovered  to  the  world,  and  an  everla(Kng  cautioii: 
left  upon  all  hearts  to  beware  of  contracting  new  guilts  tf 
juftice  had  defcended  in  a  vffible  form,  and  hanged  up  mil- 
lions of  finners  in  chains.  It  had  not  been  fiich  a  warning  ai 
this  againft  fin.  Nay,  let  me  fay,  the  grievous  and  eternal 
torment  that  the  damned  fuiFer  in  hell,  is  not  ftich  a  demon<^ 
ftration  of  the  evil  of  fin  as  this  is ;  for  thofe  torments  are  much 
unknown  to  men  till  ihey  feel  them ;  and  when  they  begin  t# 
feel  them^  it  is  too  late^to  be  convincedx>r  cauticmed  againft 
fin  then.  But*to  fee  fuch  a  peribn  as  Chrift  expofed  to  th<^ 
utmoft  feverity  of  God's  wrath  forpnrfin,  to  fee  fuch  things 
done  in  the  green  tree,  may  well  make  us  cry  out,  **  Lord, 
■^  what  will  &  dona  to  the  dry  tree  ?"   O  the  infinite  etil  ot 


feh  !-  O  the  mftttEiMe  fevisrity  of  divitie  juftice !  It  fe  a  feariFal 
thing  to  ^1  ini»  the  haiids  of  ithe  living  G6d ! 

4.  lit  a  word ;  hereby  }cfus  Ghrift  is  endeared  the  more  td 
his  people^  by  fuffering  fuch  great  and  hard  things  in  theh- 
l^lace  and  for  their  fakea.  The  cxt{emity  ^i  hi^  ftffferihgs  for 
\kSy  commaiids  the  fitrength  of  his  affediioti  to  lis;  .  ^  ' 
:  Arid  thus  you  fee  the  reafoiis  of  all  this  feveflty  to  jefu^ 
IChrift.  Obd  imended  the  fwcetefl  nierciei  for  youj  and  there*; 
fore  prepared  the  bitteteft  fiifFeritlgs  for  Chrift :  from  his  deep 
ibfi^rings  yoiiihay  coiifideritly  coiiclude  tbebeft  of  mercies  are 
<^figried  for  you ;  ad  ybii  will  hear  in  the  profect;iting  of  tHe 
fecond  do£^tf»e,  .wbich^  for  difpatch,  I  purpofe  to  l^ndk  as 
itoe  ufe  of  this  point  now  before  niei  ^ 

O  the  admirable  and  siftonifliing  love,  of  God  to  n$  poolf 
ii^niis  of  the  earthy  to  deliver  iip  bis  Qvfn  Son  into-the  handS 
bf  his  enendie^)  that  thtrfted  fdr  his  blpdd  !  Lorig  had  they  beeit 
teftraiiied  from  fatisfying  their  wickediiefs)  and  executing  their 
inaliee^  till  jXo^\  aiid  this  waA  the  hour  which  he  often  fpakie; 
bf,  <♦  My  hour  i#  itot  ;^et  conie."  Biit,  oh  !  w)iat  i  dlfmat 
kour  Wis  it  wheii  it  didcome^  ^wheri  Providence  let  loofe  toth^ 
devils  and  men  upon  Chrift,  delivered  him  over  to  the  will  of 
his  eneitiies  1  And  ttii$  Was  iiot  dl  %  Chrift  Was  hot  only  deli- 
vered up  intb  th^  handd  of  the  worft  of  rnertj  but,  which  wail 
much  more  terrible,  irlto  the  fevere  hands  of  divine  juftice,  to 
grapple  -with  tjie  pure,  tmmixed^  aiid  tinallayed  \vrath  of  th^ 
great' ahd  terrible  God, 

La^fyi  Wc  will  imppove  this  poiiit  by  a  double'ttfe^  by  way 
6f  iziibntlatioiH  atid  exhortation. 

tJ/i  I.  Of  infarmntioni  . 
Firjii  The  feterity  of  Qdd's  juftice  to  Jrfui  Chrift  informs 
lis  what  a  dlead^l  evil  fin  is,  which  fo  incenfes  the  wrath  of 
iQod  even  agdirift  his  own  Son,^  wheii  his  bare  Ouc  fiiisj  and 
ftodd  before  the  bai^  of  God  ns  otir  furety; 

Cdme  hither,  hstrd  hearte  (hard  indeed  if  thi^  ^hnot  break)  ( 
them  })  V^  complain^  you  (Tatftnot  fee  the  evil  of  fm,  fo  as  td 
be  deeply  humbled  for  it :  fix  your  eyes ;«:»  while  herc^  and  in- 
tently ^oiifidef  the  point  iri  hand :  IMppofe  yOu  law  a  tender 
and  pitiful  father  eome  into  o|)en  court  with  fury  in  his  face^ 
to  charge  his  owii^  hid  ohly^  and  his  moA  beloved  Son,  and  xa 
profecute  him  to  death,  and  nothing  able  to  f^ti^fy  him  but  hid 
blood,^  and  he  well  pleafed  when  he  fee^  it  filled ;  would  yoii 
hot  fay.  Oh  \  what  horrid  evil  ha^h  he  done  i  It  muft  befomc» 
deep  wrong,*  fomc  heinous  crime  that  heals  gtilty  oU  elfe  il 
Vi>L;  Vffl*  N  a 
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could  u^ver  be  that  his  own  father  could  forget  bis  bowelflC, 
of  pity  and  mercy.  Vet  thus. did  the  wrath  of  God  breath 
forth  againil  his  dear  Son>  when  he  ftood  before  the  bar,  as 
our  furety,  charged  with  the  guilt  of  our  (ins. 

Secondly 9  Learn  hence  what  a  fearf>il  thing  it  is  to  fall  mtt» 
the  hands  of  the  living  God.  Well  might  Luther  cry  out» 
Nolo  Deum  ahfolutuniy  Let  me  have  nothing  to  do  with  an  ab* 
filitfe  God,  Wo  to  them  that  ftand  before  God  in  their  own 
perfons,  without  Chrift^  how  will  juftice  handle  them !  "  For 
**•  if  thefe  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  fbaU  be  done 
"  in  the  dry  tree  ?"  Luke  xxiii.  31.  Did  the  Son  of  God  fear^ 
tremble,  fweat  clots  of  blood  ?  Did  he  ftand  amazed,  and  fall 
into  fuch  in  agony  of  foul  when  he  drank  that  cup,  which  he 
knew  in  a  few  hours  he  fhould  drink  up,,  and  then  never  tafte 
the  bitternefs  of  it  more  ?  How  fad  is  their  cafe  that  muft  drink 
of  that  cup  for  ever,  a  cup  that  hath  eternity  to  the  bottom  ! 

Thirdly  How  incopnprehenOhle  and  ravifhing  is  the  love  of 
God  to  men,,  that  would  rather  be  fo  fev^re  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  darling  of  hi?  fottl,  than  make.ug  the  objefts  of  wratK  foe 
ever  ?  Which  of  ypujthough  there  be  infinitdy  lefs  tendeinels 
in  your  hearts  than  God^s)  wOuld  lay-  your  bands  upon  a  child, 
the  worft  child  you  have,  and  put  him  to  death  ^r  the  fake 
oftliebpft  friend  you  have  in  the  world?  But  God  with  his 
own  hand  delivered  his  Son,  his  only  Son,  that  from  evec* 
lading  w;as  the  delight  of  his  foul,  wbo  never,  offended  him, 
to  death,  the  mbft  curfed  and  cruel  death,  and  all  this  for  «- 
nemies  :  how  unfpeakable  is  this  love,  and  pad  finding  cmt ! 
f  Fourthly  y  Did  not  God  fpare  his  own  Son  ?  then  let  none  of 
us  fpare  our  own  fins.  Sin  was  that  fword  which  pierced 
Chrift  :  O  let  forrow  for  fin  pierce  your  hei»rtsl  if  yon  fjpare 
frn,  God  will  not  fpare  you,  Ceut.  xxix.  20.  We  fpare  fin 
when  We  faintly  oppofe  it,  when  we  excuf^p,  cover  and  defand 
it,  when  we  are  impatient  under  juft  rebukes  and  reproofs  fof 
it  5  but  all  kindnefs  to  fin  is  cruelty  to  our  own, fouls. 

Fifthly^  and  tajily^  If  God  did  not  fpare  Ghrifl,  certainly  he 
intends  to  fpare  believers  for  his  fake. 

The  furety  could  not  be  fpared,  that  the  principal  might 
be  fpared  for  ever.  If  God  had  fpared  him,  he  could  not  have 
fpared  us  \  \i  he  aflli£ts  his  people,  it  is  not  for  fatisfad:ion  to 
himfelf,  bu.t  profit  to  us,  Heb.  xii.  10.  Should  God  fpare  the 
rod  of  affliftion,  it  would  not  be  for  our  advangtagej.  fo  many 
fuiiftified afflicilons  as  are  fpared  or  abated,  fo  manymcrcies  and 
Ipirituai  advantages  are  vnthheldfrom  us.  But.  as  foi*  thofe 
bokes  "of  jiiftice  that  are  th.e  e&fts  of  God's  vindiftiv^  wrath. 
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tliey'fliall  lievcr  ht  felt  by  believers  for  eveY.  All  tfre  wrath, 
all  the  curfe,  all  the  gall  aiid  wormwood  was  fqueezed  into* 
Chrift's  cup,  and  not  one  drop  left  to  imtitter  ours.^   ,   v 

Ufe  2.  Of  Exhortation.  '    .  > 

Did  not  God  fpare  his  own  S09,  but  give  him  up  to  the 
death  for  us  all !  Then  poflefs  your  hearts  fully  in  the  a^iirance 
df  this  great  truth,  That  the  ' greatift  and  beji  of  mercies  JhaU 
net  be  denied  or  withheld  from  yaii^  if  yott  be  in  Chriji  ;  lay- 
it  down  as  a  fure  coiJclufion  of  faith,  and  build  up  your  hope 
and  comfort  upon  it.  -This  takes  in  the  fecond pbfarvation  ; 
and  furely  never  was  any  truth  better  fortified,  never  any  in" 
fercxice  more  ftrongly  inferred.'  Henceforth'  ye  may  infer 
temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  mercies ;  all  muftbc  yours,  if 
you  be  Chrift's,  i  Cor.  iii.  21,22,23.  O,  make  fure  that 
Chrift's  is  yours,  and  never  hefitate  at  any  other  mercy  1   For, 

FirJi^QioA  hath  certainly  a'  value  and  elteem  for  his  own  Son 
infinitely  above  all  other  things ;  he  is  his  own  Son,  his  d^ar 
Son,  Col.  L  i^.  the  Beloved^  Eph.  i.6.  th^  delight  ofhisfoul^ 
Ila.  xlii.  I.  Nothing  is  valued  by  God  at  that  rate  thatChriifc 
is  valued.  If  therefore  he  fpare  not  the  moft  excellent  mercy, 
but  parts  with  the  very  darling  of  his  foMl  for  us,  how  ihall  he 
deny,  or  with-hold,  any  leffer  inferior  mercy  ?  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined,  for  he  is  /A^  w^r^y,  emphatically  fo  called,  Luke 
i.  72.      .  •  ^  '      - 

Secondly 9  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  coraprehenfive  mercy,  including 
all  other  mercies  in  himfelf;  he  is  the  ttee  of  life,  all  other 
mercies  are  but  the  fruits  growing  on  him;  he  isthc/e/«^' 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  whatever  comfort,  fpiritual  or  natural,  re-' 
freflies  your  fouls  or  bodies,  is  but  a  beara  from  that  fun,  a 
ftream  from  tha.t  fountain.  If  then  God  part  with  Chrift  to 
you,  and  for  you,  he  will  not  withhold  other  metciea  ;'  he  will 
not  give  the  whole  tree,  and  deny  an  apple ;  beftow  the  foun- 
tain ttfelf^  and  deny  you  the  ftreattis.  All  fpiritual  mercies 
are  in  him,  and  given  with  him  ;  Eph.  i.  3.  **  Blefled  be  the 
*'  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  blefled 
**  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings,  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift 
^  Jefus*"  All  temporals  are  in  him,  and  given  with  him, 
Matth.  vi.  33.  they  are  additionals  to  that  great  mercy. 

Thirdly i  If  God  fparcd  not  Chrift,  the  beft  mercy,  but  de^ 
IJver^d  him  up  for  iis  all  when  we  were  his  enemies,*  then  cer- 
tainly he  will  not  deny  leffer  mercies  when  we  are  reconciled 
and  made  friends  to  him.  And  this  is  the  forcible  reafon  of 
ijeapoftle,  which  even  compels  aflent ;  Rom.v.p.  "Much 
■  .    .N  n  2  -•■ 
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f<  more,  bei^now  juftified  by  his  blood,  ifft  lbaH%e'6fe^ 

f<  from  wrath  through  him."    In  a  word, 

Fourthly  f  atid  lafifyf  If  it  were  the  rery  defign  and  intentioQ 
pf  God  jii  iiot  fparing  his  own  Son,  to  c^en  thereby  a  door  for 
all  mercies  to  he  let  in  upon  vs,  tbe^  k  is  ti6t  Idis^nable  he 
jSiould  withhold  them  :  Ibe  will  not  jbfe  his  fldSgni  qor  lay  ft 
many  (tripes  upon  Chrift  in  yain :  (omt  (hall  fvrely  hare  the 
ben^tpfit,  ajid  nonefoqipableas  believers.   . 

When  God  fpared  pot  his  own  Son,  this  was  the  defign  of 
it ;  and  could  you  know  the  thoughts  of  bis  heaft^  they  iroUfal 
appear  to  be  fuch  ais  tbefe : 

-  I  will  now  x|ianifeft  the  fiercfpefs  of  my  i?ra^  to  Chtift^ 
and  the  fidnefs  of  piy  love  10  believers.  ,Thc  painfballtK; 
)iis,  that  the  eafe  and  re|l  may  be  theirs;  the  ftripes  his,  and 
the  healing  balm  iffuing  from  them,  theirs  %  the  ^ondemnati-: 
on  his,  and  the  juftifif sition  thci^Si  t^e  reproach  and  fliatoe 
his,  and  the  honour  and  glory  theirs;;  the  curfe  bis,  and  the 
bld&ng  theirs  ^  the  death  his,  and  t^e  life  theirs ;  the  vine- 
gar and  gall  his,  tbe  fweet  of  it  theirs.  He  ^all  groan,  and 
(hey  ibalftriun^ph;  be  fliall^ourn,  that  they  may  rejoice;  fa^ 
heart  ihall  be  heavy  for  a  time,  that  theirs  may  be  light  and 
glad  for  ever ;  he  ihall  be  fotfakcn,  that  they  may  never  bo 
for{aken ;  out  of  the  worft  of  ihiferies  to  bitn,  ihall  fpring 
the  fwceteft  of  mercies  to  them.  O  grace !  grace  beyond 
conception  xxf  tbe  largely  mindj>  the  expreffipp  oT  the  tonglies( 
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MAltK  ix.  24»  Andfiraightipay  the  father  of  the  child  criedout,^ 
and  faidwM  te(frty  I^rd^  I  b^lieve^  help  thQU  mine  unbelief. 

T]^E  ocoafum  of  th€;ic  words  is  to  be  gathered  from  the. 
context  r  and'bi-iefly  k  was  tl^is ;  A  tender  father  brings 
|k  poflefTed  child  to  Chrift  to  be  qured ;  with  Sipotei  P  a  doubt- 
ing queilioh,  *<,*  If  thou  canft  do  ?wiy  thing  ?  have  compaifion 
^^  upon  us,  and  help  us :"  Words  unfk>rtin^  much  natural  af- 
|e£iion,  and  tender  love  to  his  child  ;  V  Have  compaifion  [up- 
i^  on  us,^  and  [help  us.]"  If  the  child  be  fick,  the  parent  ie^ 
|ot  well ;  \fhat  puches  tl^e  child^  is  felt  by  his  father*. 
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'  4^ndtw  they  import  fcife  natural  aflFcflion  tQ  his  child^  fa 
alfo  his  own  fpiritual  difeafe».  ct  the  weakne&  of  bis  faith.  His 
fiiiid  vrtH^  (j^StWcd  with  a  dumb  devil»  and  hixnfelf  with  unbe  • 
lieving  ^^oubts  and  fuipidons  of  Cbf ift's  abiUty  to  cure  h^ 
^faild.  ThecbiM  hiKi  a  (ick  body^  and  the  father  an  infirm  t 
foul:  Satan  affit£):ed  ohe  by  a  pofiefiion,  and  the  other  by 
tert^l»tior^i  vtr.  22,      . 

Chrift  retnms  his  doubting  language  upoii  himfelfj  ver.  23. 
^<  If  thou  ^anft  belieire,  all  things  are  poffible  to  him  that  be- 
!f  lieveth  :"  q.d.  ©oft  rirou  doubt  of  my  aWlity  to  heal  thy 
irfaild  ?  C^eftkni  rather  thy  t)wa  ability  to  be^ietie,  for  his  cure. 
If  he  benOClieaJed,  the  caufie  will  not  be  in  my  inability,  but 
In  thine  OMf^  infidelity :  Which  he  fpeaks  not^  ^o  inniuiatc 
that  &ith  was  ip  his  own  (power,  but  to  convince  him  of  his 
weaknefs>  and  drii^  him  to  God  for  affiftance  :  Which  effeft 
itt>btained|  for  immediately  he  cried  out,  andfaid  with  tears^ 
f <  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelref.'' 

O  how  good  is  it  for  men  to  be  brought  into  the  flraite  of 
9!ffli£fcion  ibmetimes  !  Had  not  this  man  fallen  imo  this  di* 
'(befs,  it.  is  not  like  that  he  had  (at  leaft  not  fo  foon)  arrived  ei- 
ther to  the  fenfe  of  his  grace,  or  the  weaknefs  of  it. 
In  the  words  we  may  note  thefc  three  parts. 
Fir/if  AprofeflxOnofhis  faith}  Lordy  I  believe, 
Secondfyj  A  fcnfc  of  the  iv^^eakncfs  of  his  faith ;  Help  thcfU 
mytmheHtf. 

Thirdly y  Theaffeftioh  with  which  both  were  uttered  j  He     " 
cried  out i  andjaid  with  tears.  If  thcfe  tears  proceeded  from  the 
fenfe  and  feeling  of  divine  power,  chabling  him  to  believe,  as 
fome  think ;  then  they  w^re  tears  of  joy,  and  would  inform 
us  of  this  great  truth  : 

Doft.  1.  That  the  haft  and  (tnvejl  meafurei>f  true  fait h,  is 

matter  cf  joy  uftfpeakc^le  to  the  poffejfor  of  it. 
If  they  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of. the  weaknefs  of  his  faith, 
th/en  they  give  us  this  note :  »         '     « 

Do^.  2.  That  the  remainders  of  unbelief  in  the  people  ofGod^ 
do.  cojf  them  many  tears .:  They  are  the  burdens  and  for- 
rQix>s  of  gracious,  folds,  ^  • 

Doft.   I .  That  the  ieafl  and  hwejl  meafnre  of  truefaitb^  is 

matterofjoyunfpeakabletothepojfejforofit^ 
The  apoftle,  in  2  Pet.  i.  i.  calls  it  precious  faith  ;  and  it  i 

well  deferves  that  epithet ;  for  the  leaft  and  loweft  degree  of  J 

Saving  faith,  is  of  invaluable  excellency  \  as  will  appear  in  thefe 
particulars :  .        •  J  I 

f\Kfl>  The  leaft.  degree  of  Javing  faith,  truly  unites  the  foul 
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to  Jeftts  Chrift,  and  makes  it  as  really  a  branch  or  member  of 

him,  as  Moies,  Abraham,  or  Paul  were. 

All  faving  faith  receives  Chrift,  John  i.  12.  Indeed,  the 
ftrong  believer  receives  him  with  a  ftronger  and  fteadier  hand 
than  the  weak  one  doth,  who  ilaggers,  doubts,  and  trembles, 
but  yet  receives  him  ;  and  confequently  is  as  much  inter efted 
in  the  blefied  J)rivileges  flov^ing  froni  union,  as  the  greateft  be- 
liever in  the  world.  Such  is  Chrift's  con:placency  in  our  per- 
fons  and  duties,  his  fympathy  with  us  in  our  troubles  and  af- 
fliftionS)  and  our  intereft  in  his  perfon  and  purchafe.  And 
is  not  this  matter  of  exceeding  joy  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to  melt, 
yea,  overwhelm  the  heart  of  a  poor  (inner,  to  difcover  and 
feel  that  in  his  own  heart,  which  entitles  him  tofuch  mercies  ? 

Secondly i  From  the  leaft  degree  of  faving  faith,  we  may  in- 
fer as  plenary  a  remifiion  of  fin,  as  from  the  ftrongeft.  The 
weakeft  believer  is  as  completely  pardoned,  as  the  ftrongeft  ; 
A£^sx.43.  "By  him  all  that  believe  arcjuftified  from  all 
**  things."  All  that  ^Wi^v*?,  without  difference  of  fizes,  flrength, 
or  degrees ;  the  leaft  as  well  as  the  greateft ;  the  believer  of  a 
day  old,  as  well  as  the  fathers  and  worthies  of  greateft  name^^ 
and  longeft  ftanding. 

Lo  then,  the  leaft  meafure  of  faith  entitles  thee  as  really  to 
the  greateft  bkffing,  as  the  higheft  a£ls  of  iaith  can  do.  It  is 
true,  the  ftronger  the  asking  of  faith  is,  the  clearer  ihe  evi- 
dence ufually  is ;  but  intereft  in  the  privilege  is  the  fame  in 
both.  If  then  thou  canft  difcern  but  the  weakeft  a£l  and  fmal- 
Icft  meafure  of  faith  in  thy  foul,  baft  thou  not  reafon,  with 
him  in  the  text,  to  cry  out,  and  fay  with  tears,  Lord^  I  believe  ^ 
Canft  thou  receive  and  read  this  pardon,  the  pardon  of  fucb» 
and  fo  many  fins,  and  not  wet  it  with  thy  tears  ?  O,  it  is  mat-r 
ter  of  joy  unfpeakable ! 

Thirdly y  The  leaft  degree  of  faving  faith  infers  thy  eleftion 
of  Gbd.i  and  if  that  be  not  matter  of  melting  and  tranf porting 
confideration,  nothing  is.  O,  it  is  matter  of  more  joy,  that 
bur  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  lifey  than  that  the  devils 
are  fubjeft  to  us,  Luke  x.  20.  From  hence  it  may  be  inferred, 
that  we  arc  chofen  of  God ;  Afts  xiii.  48.  "  As  many  as  were 
•*  ordained  to  eternal  life,  believed." 

Fourthly ^  The  leaft  meafurfe  of  faving  faith,  is  a  mercy  great- 
er than  moft  men  ever  partake  of. 

It  is  true,  God  is  rich  and  bountiful  in  the  gifts  of  provif 
dence  to  others  ;  they  have  the  good  things  of  this  life,  many  of 
them  more  than  their  hearts  can  wilh,  Pfal,  Ixxiii.  7.  He  en- 
"  heth  maiiy  of  them  alfo.with  endowmeAts  of  the  mind,  aa- 
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tiiral  ahd  moral  knowledge  and  wifdom  ;  yea,  and  adorns 
^hem  with  homilitiqal  virtues,  that  render  them  very  defirable 
and  lovely  in  their  cpuverfes  with  men ;  but  there  are  but  few 
to  whom  he  gites  faving  faith^  Ifa.  liii*  i.  Believers  are  but  a 
jinall  remnant  among  men. 

Fifthly i  and  laftfyi  He  that  hath  any,  the  leaft  degree  of  fav- 
ing faith,  faatli  that  which  will  never  be  taken  from  him :  All 
other  excellencies  go  away  at  death.  Job  iy.  21.  but  this  i$.a 
fpring  that  never  fails,  "  it  fprings  up  into  everlafting  life,*' 
Johniv,  14.  A  man  may  outlive  his  friends  and  familiars^  his  , 
eftate  and  health,  his  gifts  and  natural  parts,  but  not  his  faith. 
How  great  matter  of  joy  and  comfort  is  wrapt  up  in  the  leaft 
degree  of  faith ! 

Ufe  I.  Of  trial. 
.    It  concerns  us  then  to  examine  ourfelves,  whether  our  faith 
\}t  true,  be  it  more  or  lefs,  ftronger  or  weaker ;  and,  until  we 
difcern  its  truth,  it  will  yield  but  little  comfort. 

I  confefs,  weak  believers  are  under  great  difadvantages  as  to 
comfort  J  fmall  and  weak  things  being  ufually  very  inevident. 
and  undifcernible.  But  yet,  in  this  example  before  us,  we 
find  weak  faith  was  made  evident,  though  much  unbelief  was 
mixed  with  it.  Lord^  I  believe^  help  thou  .mine  unbelief.  In 
which  words,  many  very  ufeful  figns  of  true,  tho'  weak,  faith 
did  appear ;  and  they  are  very  relieving  to  weak  believers,  to 
confider  them.     O  that  we  might  find  the.  like  in  us  ! 

Firfti  His  faith  gave  him  a  tender,  melting  heart.  He  cried      , 
:out^  and  faid  ivith  fears.     Doth;  youir  faith  melt  your  hearts^ 
either  in  a  fenfe  of  your  owti  vilenefs,  or  the  riches  of  fre^ 
grace  to  fuch  vile  creatures  ? 

;  Secondly^  His  faith  gave  him  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  remaining 
"unbelief,  and  burdened  his  heart  with  it :  Help  my  unbeliefs 
iAnd  fure  fo  will  yours,  if  it  be  but;  as  a  grain  of  muftard-ieed 
in  you.  . 

/  Thirdly i  His  weak  faith  carried  him  to  Chrift,  ip  ifervent 
prayers  and  cries,  for  his  help  to  fubdue  unbelief  in.  him  %  and 
fo  will  yours,  if  your  faith  be  right.  Ohow  often  do  the 
people  of  God  go  to  the  throne  of  grace  upon  that  errand  \ 
Help,  Lord,  my  heart  is  dead,  vain,  and  very  unbelieving ; 
there  is  no  dealing  with  it  in  my«own  ftrength :  Father,  help 
me! 

Fmrihlyy  His  weak  faith- mad^  him  hunger  and  thirft  after 
•  greater  meafures  of  it :  Help  mytinbeliefs  ue.  Lord,  cure  it, 
fhat  I  may  believe  with  more  ftrong  ahd  fteady  afts  of  faith  j  gj 

KlJbat  I  may  not^  queftion  thy  power^ny  more,  oriay,  Jftbou 
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canfi  do  anj^  thing  P  Why  thus  it  will  be  with  yoii,  if  yoii  w 
true  believers  ;  Luke  xvii.  5^  M  Lord,  {bid  the  ^lifdples)  ia^ 
*♦  creafe  our  faith." 

Fiftij^  There  wad  a  confli^  id  his  foul  betwixt  feitli  afi<t 
in&delity^  grace  and  corruption ;  and  this  is  very  fi^fibk  tt» 
him ;  faith  incHniifg  him  one  way,  and  unbetief  <^arrying  kini 
another :  And  hence  he  fpeaks  Ukd  a  man  g^^eatly  diftsefibd,  \f^^ 
twixt  the  working  of  contrary  principles  in  his  own  fool  (and 
fo  you  will  alfo  find  it  in  yourfelves),  Gal.  v.  17.  ^  The  flelBl 
^*  luftetb  againil  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againft  the  fldk  ;  {qi 
^<  that  ye  cannot  do  .the  things  that  ye  would. '<* 
ilfo  a.  C^  coHfidatm. 

Well  then,  bleis  the  Lord  foi  the  leaft  de^e  df  fiiv^ng 
faith  'i  and  be  not  fo  difcouraged  at  its  impcrfe^ions^  as  ta 
overlook  and  (light  the  fmalleil  working  of  faith  in  your  fouls. 
This,  poor  man  was  deeply  fenfible  of  his  unbeUef^  and  yet  at 
the  fame  inftant  truly  thankful  for  a  fmall  nklafuf%  of  faith  f 
and  fo  (houid  you.     Fpr, 

Fir;^,  The  leaft  mea(i;ire  of  faying  faith,  is  more  thsm  all  the 
creatures  power  could  produee:  It  \s  thtfaiti  rf-  the  operation 
^Cod^  Col.  il,  12.  It  is  the  work  cf  God^  that  ye  belUvt^  Johil 
vi.  29.  Yeaj  it  is  the  esifeeding  greatnefs  of  Ins  power y  Eph.  u 
19,20*  No  miniftersof  Chd^,  how  excellent  foevet  their 
gift^  are,  no  duties  or  ordinances,  no  labour  or  dilig^iice  of 
your  own,  without  this  mighty  power  of  God,  can  ever  bring 
you  to  faith. 

Secondly^  It  is  the  juft  matter  of  wonder  and  aftonifliment) 
Aat  ever  one  fpark  of  faith  was  kindled  in  fuch  an  heart  as 
thine  is  j  an  heart  which  had  no.  predifpofition  or  inclinatioii 
|p  the  leaft  to  believe  i  Tea,  it-  was  not  J^faTabula^  like  clean 
])ape^,  void  of  any  impreflion  of  faith,  but  filled  ^th- contrary 
imprefiions  to  it ;  fo  that  i;  is  marvellous  ch^^t  ever  your  hearts 
received  the  ftamp  or  impreflioii  of  faith- on  them. 

It  was  wonderful,  that  fire  ihouid  fall  from  heaven  and 
burn4ipon  the  altar,  when  £Ujah  had  laid  the  wood  iil  order 
upon  it ;  but  much  more  when  he  poured  fp  much  water  up* 
on  it,  as  not  oi\ly  wet  all  the  wood,  but  filled  the  trendies, 
1  Kings. xviii.  33.  Juft  fo  was  the  cafe  of  thy  foul^  reader^ 
when  God  came  to  .kindle  faith  there:  Thy  heart  was  dark 
and  ignorant,  neither  acquainted  with  God,  or  thy  own  con* 
dition  ;  yea,  thy  heart  was  a  proud  heart,  full  of  felf-righte-* 
oufndis,  and  feif-cbnceitednefs,  B-ev.  iii.  17.  Rom.  x.  3.  A.- 
heart,    that  would  rather. venture    eternal  damnation,  thai! 

ay  felf^  and  fubmit  t0  Ghrift :  And  yef  the  light  of  tho-Lofd 


ii^ft'duae  hitotiiis  Azikxusf^  mdthe^tidc  and  j^j^iefii  of  thy- 
h^att  i^uft  be  broken^  and  bit>tight  to  yields  or  there  is  tic  be- 

iievutg' 

Befide,  tifow  many  and' mighty  cticihies  did  oppofe  thb 
^rk  of  fai&  in  thy  ioul  ?  Among  yirhick  Satan  and  thy  own 
^gtnal  reafonin,gs  were  the  principal^  2  Cor.  x;  4.  Bylhem^ 
what  {Irong-faolds  aad  fortifications  were  raifed^  to  fecure  thee 
ifom  the  ftrokes  of  eonviftion  that  make  ^ay  for  faith;  Let 
Imt  the  ftate  of  thine  own  heart*  as  it  was  by  liatu^e,  be  conr- 
Sderedy  and  thou  wilt  %,  it  was  t^e  wonderful  work  of  God^ 
that  ever  thou  waft  brought  in  ahy^deg^ee  to  belieVe; 
,  TJkinlfyf  Though  thy  faith  be  weakj  yet  it  is  grolnringi  if  ik 
be  faving  faith.  The  largeft  tree  was  once  but  a  kernel^  or 
^kcorn)  the  moft  fakmous  believer^  at  firft  but  a  weak  an4 
lioubting  one :  Be  not  difcouraged  therefore>  God  will  fulfil 
fdl  the  good  ^leafure  of  his  goodneis  in  you»  and  the  work  o^ 
Satth  with  |owor.  h  were  certaiilly  much  better  for  youtobi^ 
bleffing  God  for  a  liUle  fiaith,  praying  for  the  itccreafe  of  faiths 
and  diligently  attending  thofe  i^ieans  by  which  it  maybe  im^ 
proved  and  made  flouriihing  ih  your  fouls^  than^  hfA  Sinful 
.^ngmtefulf  and  prejudicial  defpondeaicyy  at  once  to  di(hdno^r 
Qod,  and  thus  wrong  yourfelves. 

tk>Et*  2.  nai  ih  revuuns  cfunU^  ingtacjt&ut  hHkris  ddi 
cojt  therA  many  te^fs  and/orrcws. 

iTbere  are  many  things  that  bS^Ol  aiid  grieve  the  people  ol 
JQod  from  without ;  but  all  their  outward  troubles  are  nothing 
)0o  thefe  troubles  that  come  from  within; 

There  are  manyinWatd  troubles  that  make  itheni  grdan,  but 
l3bone  more  than  this^  the  unbelief  they  find  in  their  own  hearts^ 
^his  fin  }uftly  icofts  them,  more  trouble  than  other  fins^  bec^ufa 
it  is  the  root  from  which  other  fins  do  fpting ;  a  root  of  bitter  *> 
hefs»  bearing  Wormwood  axid  gall)  to  the  imbtttering  of  tbeiif 
Ibuls.    FoTj  ^  -  " 

F*r^,  The  remains -of  unbelief  in  the  faints,  greatly  difho* 
jEiOiir  God ;  and  What  is  a^  great  di&onour  to  God^  cannot  but 
be  a  greait  gri«sf  atld  burden  to  them :  For  look,  sis  faith  gives. 
God  ^cial  bcmour  above  all  other  graces,  fo  unbelief^  in  a 
ipecial  manner,,  both  wrongs  and  grieves  him  abcrve  all  othef 
fins.  Unbelief  in  dominioti  makes  God  a  liar,  i  John  v^  la.  And 
'evert  the  relics  thereof  in  believers,  do  (hake  their  aflent  to  hii#- 
truths  and  promife^,  and  nourifh  a  vile  fufpicion  of  them  in 
the  heart.  And  how  do  thofe  bafe  jcaloufics  refle^St  upon 
ills  honour?   Certi^itilyjt.  cannot  Jbutbc  a  grief  toit%r^* 
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'  €ious  heart  to  fee.  God  difhonourcd  by  others,  Pfalm  ciii-  3tf- 
and  a  much  greater  to.  difhonour  him  ourfelv^s.  Hinc  iHebc 
lachrymae :  Upon  this  ground,  we  liiay  juftly  cry  out,  and  fey 
•with  tears,  Lord^  help  our  unbelief^ 

i  Secondly y  The  remains  of  unbelief  in  the  faints,  doth  is0t 
only  difhonour  God,,  hot  deface  and  fpoil  their  beft  duties,  in 
which  they  at  any  uma  approach  unto  Gk)d.  fa  the  fac^of 
God  clouded  from  us  in  prayer,  hearing,  or  receiving  ?  Ex- 
amine the  caufe  and  reafon,  and  you  will  find  that  cloud  raifed. 
from  your  own  unbeliering  hearts.  Are  your  affeftions  cold^ 
flat,  and  dead  in  duty  ?  Dig  but  to  the  root,  and  you  will 
find  this  fin  to- lie  there.  If  the  word  do  not  work  upon  you 
..as  you  define  and  pray  it  might,  it. is  becaufe  it  is  not  mingled 
with  faith,  Heb.  iv.  2.  No  duties,  nor  oidinances,  no  promifes^ 
can  give  down  their  fweet  influences  upon  your  fouls,  becafife 
of  this  fin.  Now  communion  with  the  Lord  in  duties  is  the 
life  of  our  life:  Thefe  things  are  dearer  to  the  faints,  ihaft 
their  eyes*  JufUy  therefore  do  they  bewail  and  mourn  over 
that  fin,  vj^hich  obftru£ls  and  intercepts  their  fweetefl:  enjoy- 
ments in  this  world* 

Thirdty^  The  remains  of  unbelief  give  advantage  and  fuccef^ 
to  Satan's  temptations  upon  us.  Doth  he  at  any  time  afi:right 
and  fcare  us  from  onr  duty,  or  draw  and  entice  us  to  the  cohi- 
miflionsof  fin,  or  darken  and  cloud  our  condition,  and  fill  u« 
with  inward  fears  and  horror,  without  caufe  ?  All  this  he 
doth,  by  the  mediation  of  our  unbeHef:  The  apoftlcj  in  Eph# 
vi.  16.  calls  faith  the  foul's  fhield  agamft  temptation  :  Aii* 
I  John  V.  4:  it  is  called  the  viflory  by  tuhi'dh  lue  overcome  ;^ 
i.  e,  the  fword,  or  weapon,  by  which  we  atchieve  our  viftories^ 
A^d  if  foi  then  unbelief  difarms  us  both  of  fword  atod  fhield^ 
and  leaves  us  naked  of  defence  in  the  day  of  battle,  a  prey  to* 
the  next  temptation  that  befals  us. 

Fourthly y  Th^e  remains  of  unbelief  hinder  the  thriving  of  alt* 
graces  ;.  it  is  a  worm  at  their  root ;  a  plant  of  fudi  a  malignant 
Quality,  that  nothing  which  i^  fpirittial  can  thrive  under  the' 
droppings  and  fliadow  of  it.  It  is  faid,  Heb.  iv.  2.  That  the 
gofpel  was.  preached  to  the  Israelites,  but  it  did  not  profit  them, 
not  being  inixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it.  No  ordi- 
fiances,  nor  duties,  be  they  never  fo  excellent,  will  make  that 
foul  to  thrive^  where  unbelief  prevails  r  You  pray,  you  hear,' 
you  fafl,"  you  iheditate  ;  and  yet  you  do  not  thrive  ^  your  fpiri**' 
tualfood  doth  no  good  :  You  come  from  ordinances  as  dead, 
Car^efe,  and-vaio,  as  you  went  to  them. .  And  why  is  it  thuSj,^  - 
but  becjiufc  of  remaining  lanhtlief.^'  .,    .  :• 
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^  "ilje  I.  Let  all  the  people  of  God  bewail,  and  tenderly  mourn, 
<jivcr  the  remainders  of  infidelity  in  their  own  hearts  :  There, 
^erc  is  the  root  of  thedifeafe.  And  furely,  reader,  thy  heart! 
is  not  free  of  fuch  fymptoms  of  ic^  as  appear  in  other  mens 
liearts.     For  dp  but  conlider,  ^  .  \    , 

Symp.  I.  What  is  our  impatiency  to  wait  for  mercy,  and 
'defpondency  of  Ipirit,  if  deliverance  come  not  quickly  in  the 
outward,  or  inward  ftraitsof  foul  or  body,  but  a  plain  fyn^p-. 
torn  of  unbelief  in  our  hearts?  *«  He  that,  believes,  will  not 
**  make  l^afte,"  Ifa.  3^xviii.  i6.  Hq  tjiatcan  belieVe,  can  alfo 
i^ait  God's  time,  Pfalm  xxvii.  14.       . 

Symp.  2'.  And  what  means  our  re^diii^  to  ufe  finful  me- 
diums, to  prevent,  or  extricate  purfdves  out  of  trouble,  but  a 
great  deal  of  infidelity,  lurking  ftill  in  our  hearts  I  Might  but. 
faith  be  heard  to  fpeak,  it  would  fay  in  thy  hearty  let  me  rather 
die  ten  deaths,  than  cpmmit  one  fin.  It  is  fweeter,  and  eafier, 
to  die  in  my  integrity,  than  to  live  with  a  defied,  or  wounded 
confcience.  It  is  ndthing  but  our  unbelkf,  that  makes  us  fo 
ready  to  put  fprth  our  bands  to  iniquity,  when  the  rod  of  the 
wicked  refts  long  upon  us,  or  any  eminent  danger  threatens 
us,  P/alm  cxxv,  3^ 

.  Symp.  3.  Dpth  not  the  unbelief  of  your  hearts  Ihew  itfel/ 
in  your  deeper  thoughtfulneis,  and  great  anxieties  about  earthly 
things  ?  Matth.  vi.  30,  We  pretend,  we  have  trufted  God  with 
our  fouls  to  all  eternity,  and  jet  (Cannot  truft  him  for  oqir  dai)^ 
bread.  We  bring  the  fevils  of  to-morrow  upon  us  to-day  5  and 
all  becaufe  we  cannot  believe  more.  t 

O  reader !  how  much  better  vircre  it  to  heax  fuch  ^qaeftions. 
as  thefe  from  thee.  How  fhall  I^e|  an .  heart  fuitabJe  to  the 
mer$:ies  I  do  enjoy  ?  How  fhall  fduly  improve  them  for  God? 
<^  What  (hall  I  render  to  the  Lord,  for  all  his  goodnefaf  ?"  This 
^  would  better  become  thee,  than  to  afflift  thyfdf  with,  "  What 
«  fliall  I  eat  ?  What  (hall  I  drinki  Or  wherewidial  fliali  I  be 
•'«  cloathed?"  . 

.  Symp'>'  4.  What  doth  the  flaviili  fowof  death  fpeak,  but 
remains  of  unibelief  ftill  in  our  hearts  ?  Are  there. not  many 
faintings,  tremblings,,  defpondencesofmmd,  under  the  thoughts 
of  death  ?  Oh  1  if  faith  were  high,  thy  fpirit  could  not  befo 
lowj  2  Cor.  v.  I,  a,  3.  The  niore  bondage  of  fear,  the  more 
infidelity.     '  - 

.  Symp.  5.  To  conclude :  What  is  the  voice  of  all  thofe 
4iftra£bi6ns  of  thy  heart  in  religious  duties,  but  want  of  faith, 
ifeakjiiefs  in  faith^  and  the  a6lual  prevalence  of  unbelief  ?  You 

P'o  2 
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fx>me  to  God  in  V^Y^^l  ^^^  ^^t^  a  thouftn^  ysaaXi^  hck^ 
you  I  Your  heart  is  carried  »ws(y :  it  roveS)  it  wanders^  ro  tb^ 
^ds  of  f  ho  earth.  Confeienee  fmttea  for  this,  and  faith,  Thet^ 
doft  but  mock  God  i  thf  £ehi1  will  fmart  fot  ffais :  Thou  feelr 
eft  i^either  iirength  hor^weetnefs'  ari&fig  put  of  f^  daties. 
Ton  enquire  foK  reinediesj  and  6tls  the  ears  of  friendg  witl^ 
your  Goiiiptaiiits ;  and,  it  may  Wi  fee  not  fhe  root  of  aft  this 
to  be  in  yoi^r  own  unbelief.  But  there  k  is  i^  and  all  that  be 
^red,  k  Mrill  not  be  better  with  yon, 

U/e  Q.  Yet  let  not  poop  Chrim^rui  fO  mo«rn^  w  Hiofe  tiiat 
have  no  hope,  or  ground  of  eomfprt,  eyen  m  this  cafe.  For, 

Firfif  Though  Aer^  be  remains  of  imbelief  in  ydu,  yet  yoi\ 
Bare  infinite  caufe  to  blefe  God  that  they  are  bcrt  remains.  You 
once  were  in  unbelief  5  in  Tim*  i.  iji  (i.  e.}  under  the  fall 
power  sind  dominion  of  it.  Mad  God  eut  you  off  in  that  ftate,^ 
you  muft  certainly  have  penihed.  This  is  the  diieafr,  hot:  that; 
Vas  the  death  of  ydur  fouls. 

Secondly  f  Though  unbelief  b^  in  yout  yet  it  is  not  in  ^ou 
j^r  wpAfm  f tti^fiif,  by  way  of  reft,  as  it  is  in  all  unbefievers ; 
but  by  way  of  dailf  eonfli€^^  and  as  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be 
]^me.  l^pw  though  the  fin  be  fad,  yet  the  forrcrw  for  it  c^ 
fweet ;  and  yo^r  confli6is  with  it  bring  you  unde?  a|  very  com-  • 
fortablefignofgtace,  Konu  vii.  21. 

Thirdly^  This  is  a  difeaiie^  under  wfaie|i  aU  Chrtftians  db  lar 
liour  more  or  Icis.  There  is  not;  a  heart  fo  holy  in  4H  the 
iroild,  but  is  in  feme  degree  tainted  and  infe^^ed-  with  this  &f-^ 
^afc.  And  this  hath  been  evident,  not  only  in  all'  Chriftian^. 
0f  all  fixes,  but  in  all  the  aflts  of  their  faith.  Job's  faith  tri- 
umphed inchapxiii.  15.  yet  had  its  eclipfe  and*  fainting-fit 
in  chap.  xix.  20.  Abraham  wa$  a  moft  rciiovned  Reliever,  a 

treat  pattern  and  example  of  &ith  :  Q^how  high  a  pitch  did 
is  faith  mount  ito  in  Gen.  xxii.  j. !  And  yet  there  wad- a  tinic 
yr\iin  it  feinted,  andfeiledhim,  a»  at;  Gerar,  Gen.  xx.  2,  10, 
X  J .  David  in  Pfal.  xxvii.  i,  23.*  was  not  like  David  in  1  Sam.' 
:^xvii.  I.  The  faith  of  Petej;  Ihone  out  like  the  fun,  in  a  glo- 
rious confeflTion,  Matth.  xvi.  16.  and  yet  was  not  only  becloud- 
ed, but  feemed  to  be  gone  down,  aijid  quite  fet,  in  Matth. 
xxvi.  69.  though  it  after>ards  recovered  itfetf. 

Fmrthlyy,  It-  is  not  this,  or  that  degree  of  unbelief,  that 
damns^  a  man,  but  the  power  and  dominion  pf  it,  that  damns^ 
iiim.  Indeed,  your  comfort  depends  much  upon  the  ftrength 
of  your  faith  j  but  your  falvation  depends  upon  the  truth  of  it. 
]b5oft  Chri^ans  eom^  to  heaven  with-  a  Weak  and  doubting 


faUh  I  Wvfew,  with  their  fails  filled  with  a  dired  and  frelh 
wi&d  of  aflurance. 

Fifthly^  There  is  enough  in  Chrift  to  help  thy  unbelief: 
Lord^  £m^  thia  ^ot  ma^)  he^  my>  unbiliefi  H.e  is  9ti  excel* 
lent  phyfician,  and  knows  how  to  relieve  and  cure  thee  :  Go 
to  him,  and  groan  out  ti^y  comphint }  tell  him»  thy  heart 
is  paired  and  troubled  with  this  difeafe  |  thou  Qi^lt  find  bin> 
a  ^itbftfl,  (kitfti},  ai^  merciful  Savour, 

Sixthly  J  It  is  but  a  Httie  whik^  before  this,  with  all  other 
difeafes  bred  by  it  iri  thy  foul,  ihall  be  perfectly  healed  \  fanc- 
(ilcatioti  h  a  eu^e  begfufi^ ;  gloriikation  is  a  mtc  peribrtned 
and  eMifiat^  ^1V  fttf'cKteff  batb  ddlroyed  th«  domimotlf  xhe 
iafCei  Witt  defbroy  tl^  e:k\9ctm^  ei  ie  in  thy  foul :  When  you 
<^f»netoheaveih^>td*tievertill  xh&tf  wiUyou  &^i  your&ives 
irdi,  atid  a€  eaft  i»  erery  pan. 

And  lh(i&  much  pf  the  ie^Ond  poim. 

There  are  fofne  general  oMcpvatiofis  Mifingfrom  both  parts 
of  my  teaiteonfideredi^egether,  vi2«  the  thankful  acknowkdg- 
ilient  df  his  faitbi  and  the  forrowfui  feoie  of  his  unbelief.  It 
ihall  fuffice,  for  a  conclufion  to  this  meditation,  only  to  note 
them;  and  they  are  thtffe ;  ^ 

Firftf  That  the  deepeA:  fonfe^  ^  fift  muft  not  exclode  aa 
bumble  and  rhankfol  acknowledgi^m  of  the  grace  of  God  in- 
hi^  peefle.  It  is  the  faidt  ef  mpft,  to  hide  their  fins  j  and  the 
faukof  feme,  to  hide  their  graces. 

Secondly^  Acceptance  of  our  perfons  and  duties,  is  a  pure 
aft  ef  grace :  There  is  no  duty  performed  in  a  pcrfcfl:  a£k  of 
faith  \  all  is  mixed  with  unbelief  in  fome  degree^  the  honey 
and  the  comb  are  miied  together,  Ca<fit.  ii.  8.  No  duty  as  it 
^'omes  from  us  is  pure. 

Thirdly^  Juftiy  may  we  fufpefir  that  faith  for  a  falfe  faith, 
which  bpafts  of  its  own  ftrength,  but  never  mourns  in  the 
fenfe  of  unbelief.  Where  there  are  no  conflifts  with  fin,  there 
can  be  no-  found  evidence  of  fmcerity. 

Focr/A^,  Believers  muft  riot  wonder  to  firid^ftrange  viciffi- 
tudes  and  alterations  in  t4ie  flate  of  their  fouls  :  Sometimes  a 
clear,  and  fometimes  a  cloudy  day  :  Sometimes  they  have  their 
fongs  in  the  night,  and  fometimes  their  bitter  lamentations. 
Ifyouafk,  why  is  it  thus?  the  anfwcr  is,  there  arc  within 
ypu  contrary  principles  ftruggling  in  your  fouls  ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  at  all  to  find  peace  and  trouble,  hope  and  .fear,  light 
and  darknefs  taking  their  turnS;  and  fliaring  your  time'  bc- 
Wixt  them. 
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THEEIGHTH 
MEDITATION, 

UPON 

P  s  A  L.  xl.  8.   /  delight  to  do  thy  will  0  my  God;  yeay  thy 
law  is  within  my  heart. 

CAfting  my  eye  upon  this  precious  text,  I  find  it  perplex- 
ed  and  darkned  with  variety,  yea,  contrariety  of  expofi- 
tions*  The  Jews  and  Socinians  generally  refer  all  to  David,  de-^' 
nying  Chrift  to  be  the  perfon  here  fpoken  of.  Others  refer  the 
whole  Pfalm  to  Chrift  j  but  the  beft  expofitbrs  refer  it  partly, 
to  David,  and  partly  to  Cbrifty .  that  this  paragraph  m  which 
my  text  lies,  refers  to  Chrift,  is  plain  from  the  apoftle's  al- 
legation of  it  in  Heb.  x.  5,  6,  7.  In  this  and  the  two  former, 
verfes  there  lie  three  great  points  qi  truth,  which  you  may  take 
up  in  this  order. 

Firjiy  The  infufficiency  and  reje£lion  of  all  legal  facrificeSy. 
as  things  of  no  virtue  in  themfelves  to  fatisfy  God,  or  fave 
men,  ver.  6.  Thefe  thou  wouldjl  not :  i.  e,  thou  never  didft 
appoint  them  to  be  the  means  of  lalvapon,  farther  than  they 
fignified  and  pointed  at  me,  and  now  muft  vamih  when  I  come 
in  a  body  of  flefli ;  according  to  that.  Col.  ii.  17. 

Secondly y  Tl\e  introdu£iion  of  ;a  complete  and  fufficient 
means  of  redemption,  ver.  7.  Lo^  I  come.  ., 

Thirdly  y  The  fuiublenefs  and  agrceablenefs  of  this  work  of 
redemption  to  the  heart  and  will  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ver.  8.  "  I  de«^ 
**  light  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my 
*•  heart  ;**  or,  as  it  is  in  the  Hebrew,  in  the  midji  of  my  bowels*  ,- 
In  the  words  we  are  to  note  two  things ;  viz.  i/?,  The 
rife  and  fprJng  of  man's  redemption,  tdly^  The  accepuble-  . 
nefe  and  fuitablenefs  pf  it  to  the  heart  of  Chrift.  ^; 

ifty  The  rife  and  firft  fpring  of  man's  redemption,  the  will  / 
^nd  plcafure  of  God.  Soit  pleafed  the  Lord  to  appoint  and  or- . 
derit,  that  a  remnant  of  poor  loft  finners  ftiould  be  faved. 

The  execution  and  accompli flxment  of  this  good  pleafureof 
God,  was  that  part  which  by, agreement  and  confent  was  com^- 
mitted  to  the  Son,  and  is  here  calle4  a  law,  or  command  laid 
upon  him  ;  and,  anfwerably,  the  death  of  Chrift  is  reprefented 
as  an  aft  of  obedience,  Phil.  ii.  i?.  and  refpedled  God's  com-., 
mand  for  it;  John  x..i8,  «  This  commandment  have  I  receivr; 
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«•  Cd  from  my  Father ;"  referring  to  the  covenant  of  redempr 
tioft  which  was  betwixt  them  from  everlafting :  And  this  was 
.  the  rife  and  firft  fpring  of  our  redemption  by  Chrift. 

2dlyi  You  have  here  the  gratefulnefs  and  fuitablenefs  of  this 
work  to  the  heart  of  Chrift  I  delight  to , da  it :  it  is  in  my 
heart  :  Loy  I  come. 

The  Hebrew  words  note  not  fimple  corifent  or  wilHngnefs, 
but  the  higheft,pleafure  and  complacency  that  can  be ;  a  work 
which  ravifhes  bis  foul  with  the  delights  of  it»  /  delight  to  do 
thy  will;  and  that  other  expreffion,  Thy  law  is  within  my 
hearty  or  bowels,  hath  as  deep  a  fenfe  and  fignification  as  the 
former;  it  notes  the  greateft  care,  follicitude,  and  intention 
of  mind|  in  keeping  the  moft  precious  treafure  that  waa 
committed  to  him  i  for  fo  the  phrafe  is  ufcd  in  Prov.  iv;  21. 
and  fo  did  our  Redeemer  efteem  and  reckon  this  work,  which 
was  by  the  Father  demandated  and  committed  to  him.,  Hence 
the  note  is, 

Doft.  That  the  will  of  God  to  redeem  Jinners  by  the  incar^^ 
nation  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrtjl^  was  mqft  grateful  and 
pleafing  to  the  very  heart  cf  Chrift. 

It  is  faid,  Prov.  viii.  3  \ .  When  he  was  folacing  himfelf  in 
the  fweetcft  enjoyment  of  bis  Father,  whilft  he  lay  in  that 
bleffed  bofom  of  delights,  yet  the  very  profpedl  of  this  work 
gave  him  pleafurc,  Then  were  his  delights  with  the  fons  of  men. 
And  when  he  was  come  into  tlic  world,  and  had  endured  ma- 
ny abufes  and  injuries,  and  was  even  now  come  to  the  moff 
difficult  part  of  the  work  ;  yet,  how  am  Iftraitned,  or  pained^ 
(faith  he)  tillit  be  accomplifhed^  Luke  xii.  50; 

I'wo  things  call  our  thoughts  to  ftay  upon  them  in  this 
point. 

Firfti^  The  decency  of  it,  why  it  ought  to  be  fo. 

Secondly y  The  reafons  of  it,  whence  it  came  to  be  fo. 

Firfty  Why  it  ought  to.bc  a  pleafant  and  grateful  thing  to 
Chrift  to  take  a  body  of  flefli,  and  lay  it  down  by  death  again 
for  the  redemption  of  finner^. 

1 .  It  became  Chrift  to  go  about  this  work  with  cheatfulnefs 
and  delight,  that  thereby  he  rtiight  give  his  death  the  nature 
smd  formality  of  a  facrince. 

In  all  facrifices  you  fhali  find  that  God  had  ftill  a  regard,  a 
f^ecial  rcfpeft,  to  the  will  of  the  offerer.  •  See  Exod.  xxxv.  5. 
2?i.  and  Lev.  i.  3.  the- voluntarinefs  and  chearfulnefs  with 
Wjhich  it  is  given,  is  of  great  regard  with  God. 

2.  It  ought  to  be  fo.  In  regard  of  the  unity  of  Chrift's  will, 
with  the.Father*8,    The  work  of  our  redemption  is  called  the 
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phafure  tf  the  Lordy  Ifa.  liii.  jo.  and  what  -^  the  fatfadr^S 

pleafurey  could  not  l^ie  difpleafing  to  him  who  is  one  with  thd 

Father,    tc  is  impoflible  their  will9  can  claifa,  ii?iiDfe  oature  is 

one. 

3.  Thia  wa5  neteflary  to  magnify  ^nd  commend  the  love  of 
Jefus  Chfift  to  us,  for  whom  he  gave  himfelf.     That  he  caaie 
iQto  the  wgrM  to  die  for  us,  is  a  npercy  of  the  firft  maj^ittide, 
but  that  be  came  in  Ipve  to  our  fouls^  ^nd  underwent  all.b& 
fuSerings  with  fucb  willingnefs  for  our  faketi  this  heightens  #c 
above  .all  sAprehenCon.     O,  this  is  the  moft  taking,  die  moft 
ravishing,  the  moft  aftoniihing  copfideration  of  all :  <*  He  lov^ 
*<  xne,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me,"  Gal,  ii*  20»  <*  He  loved  u^ 
"  5ind  wafted  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood/'  Bev.  i.  j* 
Here  love  19  in  ite  higbeft  exaltation. 

4.  tt  was  neceifary  to  be  fo,  for  the  regulating  of  all  our  obe<^ 
dienqc  to  God  according  to  thi?  pattern,  that  feeing  and  fetttof 
this  great  example  of  obedience  before  us,  we  niigbt  aev4tr 
grud|(e  nor  grumble  at  any  4uty  0r  (uffering  that  God  (hould 
call  «s  to ;  "  You  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
*«  how,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  be  became 
<*  poor,''  faith  the  apoftle,  when  he  woiild  prefs  die  Qorinffai^ 
ans  to  their  duty,  2  Cor.  vii).  9.  And  when  he  would  effief> 
tually  urge  the  rhilippians  to  their  duty^  this  is  the  argii^ment^  . 
<*  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  alfo  was  in  Chrift  JefuV^ 
t'hi].  11.5.  So  that  it  became  and  behoved  Cbrift  thus  to  under-* 
take  this  great  fervice*  ' 

SecQudly^  Next  I^ji^  coufider  and  examine  whence  it  canae 
to  be  fo  pleafant  ana  ac^^ptable  to  }ti\m  Cbrift,  to  come  iiata 
the  world  and  die  for  poor  fmner^. 

And  we  ftall  find  although  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  were  ex*- 
ceeding  iharp,  and  the  eup  of  God's  wrath  unfpeakably  bitfier^ 
yet  that  which  made  it  pleafant  and  defirable  to  Jefus  Chrift^ 
was  the  profpeft  he  had  of  the  fweet  refults  and  iflues  of  his 
(ufFerings,  Ifa.  liii  iO|  11.  "  He  fhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  hi^ 
^*  foul  and  ftiall  be  fatisfied,"  (i,  0,)  he  ft)«ll  have  great  content, 
and  pleafure  from  th«  iffuea  am)  fruits,  of  his  fufferings,  as 
Pfal.  qxxviii.  2.  *<  Thou  (halt  .eat  the  labour  of  thy  hands," 
(z.  e.)  the  fruit  of  thy  labours.  §0  here,  "  He  iball  foe  the 
«  travail  of  his  foul,"  (i.  e^)  the  fruit  and  efFefts  of  bis  tra- 
yail ;  and  to  fee  this  fc.all  be  t^bim  the*  reward  and  recompenc^. 
of  all  his  fujfFerings.  Now,  among  the  fw^t  relults  ot  the 
futFerings  of  Chrift  there  ane  efp^cially  thefe  three,  which  b«i 
jforefaw  with  fingular  content  and  dele^Wion. 

fir/?,  That  in  hi§  fufferings  tbqre  wouW  be  inadfe  a-gjpfiotift 


^'^ 


JftlUai^  HA,  i^tiiFeftatbn  c^  the  4ivioe  ^tcHbnles ;  ^e^,  foch  f 
^lonbni  A^hf  oF  theth,  is  wsis  neter  made  bdFore  td  abgelr 
br  t4  m6ik,  ti6t  kvi)[  £haH  fie  iojr  itore  la  khis  wotld.  FoSr 
todligh,  ^         . 

k ,  THe  \irUa6iii  df  Q6d  ll)ad  Mad^  Itfelf  tillble  t6  ^ett  m  thb 
icreitioil  6F  tiie  world,  Vet  theit  it  (hoae  biiit  in  d  JFaint  add  Ian* 
jguifhitig  beadi,  tpttipiM  witl^'  this,  tiere  dkioe  Wifdom  pat 
itlelf  as  it  Were  into  a  iififible  foirtb,  dod  reprefented  itfetf  t^ 
tte  tife.  i^et  1  Cdr.  1. 14.  and  fipli.  IH.  16.  Behof^,  in  thf 
"tt^ath  of  Chrlfi,  Ihe  Wirdddi  6f  God  hi  its  higbeft  eitaltitiod 
i&Bd  j^lbih^ :  6  the  matilf6ld  wlfdotn  of  6od  t  d  the  |epth  <k 
his  bdredrcHabk  ykMonk !  ^Ich  1  tboched  b  fotte  particular^ 


,  Jftehotd  tieire  tliii  ^ifdoin  6f  6bd»  raifilag  dibre  gtofy  to  j^ioi"^ 
SkK  by  bccalioii  of  fhe  btiith  of  the  M«r,  than  could  em  Have 
1^  te  hiflu  frb^  ^|ie  k^oH  pan6lual  bbferyatioil  of  its  com- 
s&atids,  or  tbe  nibft  Hgdrdtis  execution  df  its  threatefiibg^  i  tiom 
Vbe^  dccatioii  df  the  fall/  v^hich  was  dor  UDdoiog,  raiHog  tis  to 
it  fir  bettbr  efiari,  iiud  li^tfi  ft  mbph  betker  fecurity  to  cojoj  iC 
khik  that  n*dM  whfcli  We  fell.  lear*  behoid^d  wdbder,  GoH 
Iby  the  deaklv  tf  Chrift  recovertog  hU  Bed  frd^  all  the  ^iihge^ 
■  "  4°^  mifchief  of  fio,  sLad  yec  making  the  ^ay  aiid  maoner  c^ 
j  ihtk  rccb^lery  the  faireft  glafi  id  f-epreieht  the  hofror  au<J  evil  oif 
iln  to  theifa,  th^t  e^er  wiks  ^^a  mem  i&  this  World.  Cfb,  tt^ 
triddiph  d^  divine  wlfdoftii 

.  a.  Thdifgh  the  IbVe  of  God  had  ipptirtd  befdte  in  6^r  mi- 
k\6h,  |>rdte£tidn,  atfd  prqvffion,  yet  itbthini  fd  What  it  dofli  ift 
dor  redemptiisii  by  ihe  death  of  Chrid.  Ld»  here  U  t()e  Idvie 
&f  God  in  Its  Aredgfh  ahd  gtdt'y,   1  Johii  iir.  id.   ''  jfferetn  U 


,     .  higheft  expretttdn  _    _      , 

tnre  ;  ndt  ohVf  that  eVer  W^,  hUt  tH^t  tU't  c^ii  be  ibade  t  fdt 
in  Idve  only  &dd  adt^d  to  the  tfttetmoft  i  Wh^tetei-  hii  pdwie^ 
'fiath  dode,  it  cdn  do  iQdr^ ;  btir  for  his  to^e;  it  6^rt  go  tio  higK^ 
et,  he  hath  <id  greater  thidg  td  gii^e  ih^kn  his  Chrifl.  It  i^  truii!;^ 
!h  glviiig  ifS  a  I^liig,  and  th^t  i(f  the  irobleft  rank  and  order  df 
creatures  on  e^r^,  hereiti  ^i»  love,  jfn  fedJibg  u^  all  our  lifd 
ibng  b^  his  ifl^dubus  ten^r  proiridence^  herfiii  is  love.  Iti  pro- 
ieoing  lis  odder  his  i(riiigs  firoiii  innumerable  dangers  aiid  mij^ 
jtrhiefs^  herein  Fs  l$ve :  mdch  \6f^  t  and  yet  let  al^^his  by  his  re« 
tieetning  lol^e  in  Chrift^^  and  it  feenis  notiiitig.  When  we  havit 
laid  all,  «  herein  U  the  IdVe  df  God,  that  he  ftni  his  Son/'  <fif^* 
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Tbts  ws|s  ff ee  love  to  nodefemag,  to  ill-derenriDg  Cimers ; 
▼cQtiQg  love ;  not'  that  we  loved  him,  bat  tlut  he  loved  os. 
Jaft  as  an  iqiiage  ia  the  glafs,  faith  Ficioos,  that  is  impriDteci 
there  by  the  face  looking  into  it ;  the  image  does  not  look  back 
«poa  the  face,  except  the  face  look  forward  opoo  the  image  ^ 
ftnd  in  that  the  image  does  feem  to  fee  the  face,  it  is  nothing  elfe 
but  that  the  face  docs  fee  the  image.  O  the  inexpreffible  glory 
of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  i 

3.  Thoogb  God  had  given  (everal  fad  marks  of  bis  jaftice  be*" 
fore,  both  upon  the  angels  tfaat  fell,  clapping  upon  them  the 
chains  of  darkneii ;  ia  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cttieSi  turning  them  to  afties,  as  yon  may  read  in  J  ode, 
ver.  6,  7.  yet  never  was  the  exaftnefs  and  feverity  of  juftice  fp 
manifefied  before,  nor  ever  (hall  be  any  more,  as  it  was  at  the 
death  of  Chria.  Chrift  did  not  only  fattsfy  it  fnHy,  but  he  alfo 
honoured  it  highly,  making  that  attribute -which  was  once  a  bai;, 
now  to  be  a  l^tom  of  our  peace,  Rom.  m.  25.  Never  did  fuch 
a  perfon  as  Chrift  ftand  at  the  bar  of  juftioe  before  :  the  blood 
of  God  was  poured  out  to  appeafe  and  iatisfy  it.  When  Chrift 
fofTered,  be  did  both  give  a»d  take  fetisfadion ;  he  gave  it  ta 
the  juftice  of  God  in  dying ;  he  took  it,  io  feeing  jaftke  fo  ho- 
noured in  his  death. 

Secondlty,  Another  delightful  profpeA  Chrift  had  of  the  fruiit 
of  his  fuff^rings,  was  the  recovery  and  falvation  of  all  the  e!e£t: 
^by  his  death ;  and  though  his  fufierings  were  exceeding  bitter, 
yet  fuch  froit  of  them  as  this  was  exceeding  fweet :  iqion  thia 
account  he  aiTumed  his  name  Jefus,  Match,  i.  21.  yea,  and  bis 
human  .nature  alio.  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  Souls  are  of  great  value  10 
his  eyes ;  .one  foul  is  of  more  wofth  in  his  account  than  all  the 
worlds  Mark  viii.  ^4  What  a  pleafure  then  muft  it  be  to  him, 
to  fave  fo  many  ipols  from  the  everlaftiog  wrath  of  die  gre^ 
and  terrible  God  !    Add  to  this, 

thirdly  f  The  glory ,  which  woirld  redound  to  him  from  his 
redeemed  ones  to  al(  eferntty;  fof  it  will  be  the  everlaftiag  ple»- 
fant  employment  of  the  Taints  in  heaven,  to  be  atcribing  glory, 
praifeit  s^od  honour,  to  the  Redeemer :  **T!o  him  tfaat  loved  ns^ 
**  and  waftied  us  from  our  fms  in  hts  own  blood,  and  hath  made 
'*  us  kings  and  priefts  to  God  and  his  Ftther  ;  to  him  be  glory 
***  and  dominion /or  ever  and  ever,"  Rev,  i.  5,  6.  The  mt' 
provement  of  all  this  will  be  in  a  word  or  two. 

U/e  \ ,  for  ccfnviSHon*  • 

This  truth  then,  in  the  firft  place,  may  convince,  EtaiiKv 
'and  bumble  the  very  heft  of  Chriftiilns,  who  find  fo*  little  delight 
in  the  moft  eaiy^  fweet,  and  fplritnal  doUes  of  obedience^  wbcfl^ 
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CKnft  undertook  and  went  through  the  moft  diflfknlt  task  for 
them  with  fucb  chearfolnefs  and  readiners^  **  Lo,  I  come,  thy 
•«  law  is  10  my  heart,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will ;"  ,and  yet  the 
work  he  (o  applied  hlmfelf  to,  was  a  work  full  of  difficulty,  at- 
^tended  with  reproach  ^d  (bame,  as  well  as  angnifh  and  pain. 
'  Did  Chri(t  find  pldafore  id  abafement  and  torment,  in  fnffer* 
ing  and  dying  for  mc^  and  can  I  find  no  pleafure  in  praying, 
hearing,  meditating*  and  enjoying  the  fweet  duties  of  commu- 
aton  with  him  ?  Did  he  come  fo  chearfully  to  die  for  me,  and 
do  I  go  jft>  dead-heartedly  to  prayers  and  faciraments,  to  enjoy 
fellowfliip  with  him  i  Was  it  a  pleafure  to  him  to  (bed  his 
l^Ioody  and  is  it  none  to  me  to  apply  it,  and  reap  the  benefits  of 
it  ?  Oh,  Lord,  what  an  heart  have  I  ?  How  unfuitabie  is  this 
frame  of  heart  to  th«  nature  of  God,  whofe  eflential  excellen- 
cies make  him  the  fupreme  delight,  the  fweet  repofe,  iblace,  and 
reftof  fbulsl  Pfal.  avL  fi.  • 

'  How  unfuitable  to  the  principles  of  regeneration  and  holinefs, 
purpofely  planted  in  the  foul,  to  make  fpiritual  performances  a 
pleafure  to  it ! 

How  unfuitable  to  die  future  expeAed  (late  of  glory,  which 
brings  thefan^ified  foul  to  a  fweet  complacential  reft 'and  fatis- 
fa^ioQ  in  God !  In  a  wo^d,  how  unfuitable  is  ibis  temper  of 
fpirit  to  the  heart  of  Jefns  Cbrift  I  O,  methink$  I  hear  Chrill 
dius  expbftulating  with  me  this  d^ : 

Is  this  thy  zeal  and  delight  in  the  duties  of  obedi^ce  ?  ts  it 
rather  the  awe  of  confcience/  than  the  pleafure  of  communion 
that  brings  thee  to  this  duty  ?  Doth  thy.  bard-  heart*  need  fq 
many  tfguments  to  perfuade  it,  even  to  the  (weeteft,  eafieft, 
and  moft  pleafant  duties  io  religion  K  Well,  T  did  not  love  thee 
at  tbat  rate  ;  my  heart  readily  echoed  to  tl^  Father's  call,  to  die 
for  thee,  to  drink  the  very  dregs  ojf  the  xup  of.  trembling  for 
thee  :  ''  I  come,  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  thy  law  is  in 
"  the  midft  of  my  bowels.'*  , 

2,  Ufei  %f  exhortation. 

If  it  be  {o,  how  great  a  motive  have  the  people  of  God  be» 
fore  them,  to  make  them  apply  thetufelves  with  all  chcarfulnefs 
and  readinefi  of  mind  to  all  thef  duties  of  aAiveand  pafliye  obe* 
diencei'  O,  let  there  be  no  more  grUTTiblings,  lazy  excufes, 
ihiftings  of  duty,  or  dead«hearted  and  liftkfs  performances  of 
them,  after  fucb  an  example  as  this.  Be  ready  to  do  the  will 
-of  God ;  yea,  be  ye  alTo  ready  to  fuffer  it.  Let  the  fame  mind 
he  in  you,  which  alfo  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  more  pleafure 
^4  delight  you  find  in  doing  or  Hulking  the  will  of  God,  ihe 


more  of  Oli(t>  feirir  is  io  yoa^  uni  \bfi  mprct  of  Ui  Uo^c  19 
vppD  yoli.  Are  Sot  all  holy  ddUcs  expt:e,(Ied  In  l9:ipmfC)  by  t^^. 
faiQti  w^lkiDg  with  Go4  ^  Gea.  ^vii.  i.  Aq.4  ^^  ^^  ^M  V  ^^* 
^elicai  life  ?  Can  it  be  a  bnrdea  to.  f bf  car  to  bear'  fve^t  r^ivilbi-. 
laog  ftraiQs  of  melody  i  dr  to  the  eyet  to  bebojd  variety  of  p)e9-. 
fant  and  fiyely  cqlpnrs ;  or  to  the  palate^  ^  ^^^^  the  d^lklcHis 
fweetnefs  of  ^leats  iiod  drinks?  '      . 

'  6h»  r&ideri  ^ere  thy  he^rt  iptiore  fi^iritnal,  ^fffx^  dip^ply  fffi^r 
tifiedy  and  heavenly,  it  woold  be  Qo'inore  payi  t^  ^^^  PP^* 
^ear,  or  meditate  on  the  things  of  'bod,  tfaan^  it  is  to  a  biix}  tor 
^riry  a^d  life  his  own  win^  i'of  to  aj  man,  tot  fat  thi;  v^  Ifk^r 
hni  food  when  be  1$  Vk  hungry;  *'  I  (lA^c;  t^^qfO^  (^t^  Da?idrX 
^  in  the  w^y  of  thy.  cam;i^^nieQ.ts:t  as  nioic^as.io  all  cidies^''', 
Pfid.  cxix.  14. 

!  And  ^  t0  faflF^rings  for  Chrift,  they  fljonld  OQthpsri^VQilp, 
to  Chriflians,  ^at  know  how  cbcarfol^y  Chrifl^  caipse  %ota  t^) 
hqbm  of  the  father  to  die  foir  them.  >^t  have  we,  to  Iq^ve 
br  loie,  in  com'parifon  With  iAmi^  '  W-hat  ajre  onr  io^iqgs  ta 
<^rifl*s  ?;  Alas,  there  is  no  Compare ;' there  wasmior^bitt^liefic 
i^  c^,  drop  of  his  {afferings/ tl^il  in  a  C^  "^ 

!  To  conclude,  Ybur  delight  ai^d  red^ipefs  in  the  {^aths  oC  CK 
bedience^  is  the  vctj  meafnre  of  yonc  f^n^ift<^tion.  ^  '  '         '' 


T  H  ?    N  I  N  T  ^ 

UPON 

Zbch.  xii.  part  of  vtt.  10.  Jnithey  Jbatt  look  uponme^  wham 
rtbiySAVi  pitreedj   a$^  th^  JbdU  mmm  for  bi^/  as  dn^ 
moumeth  far  iis  only  fins  and  JbdU h  in  bimmeftfor  Um;: 
as  one  that  is  in  titt^rnffi  for  kis  firft^hom. 

THIS  promife  is  oonfefled  to  have  a  fpecial  refpeA  to  the 
Jews  eon^erfion'to  Chrift  s  It  was  in  part  accoinipli(hed- 
in  the  ap6ftle*sdays;  AAt  ii,  37.  yet  thiat  wa^  but  a  (pNedmen  or' 
liandfel,  of  wh^t  AaU  be,  when  the  body  of  that  hatidia  ihall  be 
liJledl  -'■    -     :■'•     ^  ■■  ■•■'    '-'-^    ■    >'■•:         ••■--.  •  .:• 

<  Q^t  yet  it  cannot  be  denied^  that  all  ChrifHans  find  the  fapie 
piicrdng  font>ws,'and  wounaing  fenft  6f  fin,  when  Gbdawakcjps' 
fhem  by  conviaioQS^  aed  brings  them  to  fee  die  evilof  fin^ '  and' 


tlie  grac^  oE  Gbrtft,  tli^t  is  fajqrc  aipi«ilfid  coofcen^og  ^em  a| 
ibeir  converfion. 
The  words  prerent  nt  wi(b  thirep  ^rj  reamfk^^f  particular: 

JGjFy?,  Tke  fpriag  aod  [^ioc'^f  9*  1^ 

SeconSy^  The  effefts  9o4  fruits  of  it. 

Thirdfyt  The  depth  a^  l^eaCiijrc  o£  \t. 

Firft,  The  if  riog  and,  priociple  q£  rcpe^asi;e«  exprefl^  i^ 
tbcfc  words,  7%  ^^Z.  i^^  upon,i(ie^  w^fom  they  ht^vi  ^riC&k 
irhis  looking  upoo  Chrift,  is  aa  a  A  of  faith ;  for  fo  it  is  4e« 
(bribed  ia  fcciprtire,  Jc^i|,iri.  40^  I&xb;x^  awt*  It  refpe^^ 
Chrill  craa^d,  as  its  proper  o^j^ :  Yoa,  aod  that  hy  ^txOf: 
tioi  0Di$[  ajs  their  progepiDofs.  iiWolv^d  theiaio  that  goilv  by  ei|e, 
tailing  it  on  thetn»  bu|  as  their  o^q  ii^  were  the  meritorioat > 
oufe  of  his  death  and  fi^iiringji  s  tbq^JkalHoo\  upon  m<,  uikw^ 

'Secmdly/Tl^^cf^&$  zn4  fruits  of  focb  an^alpeAof  faith, 
tiiioo.  C VijCt  U:  £efe  alfp  nQtcd;;  Tiny  Jhall  mmrth  an4  be  in 
t^ern^fi  :  f\<»  it  (hail  melt  and  thaw  them  into  godly  {&c*- 
ifow ;  i(  (ball  t^reak  their  hard  and  ftopy  hearts  to  pieces ;  The 
^«  of  f{^  ftai).  nffiidb  their  hearts.  For  iodeedi  evangelical: 
f9i;rpws  svje  bear;tj  aod  i|adi(^mbled  tears,  droppmg^outof  (bc^ 
t^  of  f^ib. 

TJnrdly,^  s^iUfify,   The  dqptb  and,  ineafure  of  their  fi^- 
row  is  heVe  likeWife  noted.    And.  U  is  coo^pared  with  tbc^^ 
^eateft  a^dnioflpiqroqg  (orrows  men  are  acquainted  with*  in 
^is  worl^,  even  the/orrow  of  a.  r^uler-bearted:  Father,  moc|riH  ' 
iJDg  over  a  dead  fon»  yea,  an  only  fon,  and  his  iirft-bom ;  thaa^ 
^bicby  np  earthly  fisirrow  is.  mprr^ncUatiog  aod  fharp;  Jer« 
vj.  26.    Hence  tf»e  not«?  will  be, 

*'  Poft.  T/fdt  iffjt  fuffi^rings,  of  Chri^  are  i%ceedmg  ptmiufidi  /^ 
miftbflievers  hearts  Jr^ogpdly  forrow, 

Th^  pye  of  faith,  is  a  precious  eye ;  aod^  according  to  its*var 
rions  aipcAs  uppo^  Chrift^  it  prodocejtb  v^ioos  effc£t$  V0>n  the, 
h^ai^tS/of  men.  Eying  ChriA  as  our  complete  righf^ouGiefs; 
ib  it  pacifies,  ^nd  quiets  the  heart ;  Eying  him  as  our  pattern  St 
{9  it  direfis  and  regulates  pur  anions  :  Eying  him, as  a  (acrifice 
c^red  up  to  divine  juftice  for  our  fins ;  to  it  powerfully  tfaawar 
tbe  heart,  and  melts  the  affedioos. 

^  By  meltings,  I  do  not  only  uoderfland  tears ;  asif  they  only, 
were  expreflive  of  all  fpiritnal  forrow  :  For  it  is  pojfllibie,  the. 
<i^ters  of  forrow  may  run  deep  in  the.  heart,  when  the  eye  can*  > 
dot  yield  a  dfop,  *] 

f'Thff:€;l)p,t^p  things  I^./fpeptan^;  trouble  and  tcai^  TbcTi. 
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Arft  IS  efleotial,  the  laft  cootingeot.  The  firft  flows  fiom  tKe 
infloeDce  of  faith  upoo  the  foal ;  the  iafi  nmch  depends  upon 
the  temper  and  eoDftitotioQ  of  the  body,  ft  is  t  mercy,  when 
<mr  tears  can  flow  from  an  heart  filled  with  lorrow  for  fia,  and 
Io?e  to  Chrtft;  yet  it  often  falls  oat,  that  there  b  an  heavy 
heart,  where  Uie  eyes  are  dry*  Bat  that  there  is  efficacy  in 
faith  to  melt  thp  heart,  by  lookiog  apoo  the  fafi&rings  of  Chrift 
fbr  fin,  is  andoabted  :  And  how  it  becomes  fo  powerful  an  in- 
ftroment  to  this  end,  I  will  (hew  you  in  the  fdilowing  particn- 
lars. 

'  Firfit  Faith  eyes  the  dignity  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift^  who 
was  pierced  for  us ;  how  excellent  and  glorious  a  perfon  he  is. 
In  the  captivity,  it  was  for  a  lamentation,  that  **  princes  were 
H  hanged  np  by  the  hands,  and  the  faces  of  elders  were  not 
^  honoured,'*  Lam.  v.  12.  We  read  alfo  the  lamentatioa 
of  David,  2  Sam.  iii.  j8.  as  he  followed  Aboer's  hearfe,  ^'  A 
**  prince,  and  a  great  man^  is  fallen  in  Ifrael  te-day.'* 

'  Bat  what  was  Abner,  and  what  were  the  princes  of  Ifraelta 
the  Son  of  God  ?  Lo,  here,  by  faith,  the  believer  fees  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
thcr»  equal  to  God,  in  nature  and  dignity,  He,  whom  all  the' 
sngels  wor(btp,  hanging  dead  upon  the  curfed  tree.  Faith  fees 
royal  blood,  the  blood  of  God,  poured  out  by  the  (word  of 
jtiflice,  for  fatisfa6lton  and  reconciliation;  and  this  cannot  b«t 
deeply  2&t&  the  believing  foul. 

Secondly^  Faith  reprefents*  the  feverity  of  divine  jnftice  to 
jfefos  Chrift,  and  the  extremity  of  his  fufferiogs ;  and  cbis  fight 
is  a  meltiog  fight. 

The  apoftle  tells  us,  GaU  iii.  13.  he  was  made  k«1«^>  a 
curie  aud  execration*  for  us.  It  relates  to  the^  kind  and  manner, 
df  his  death  upon  thecrofs,  which  was  the  death  of  a  flave  ; 
fervili  fuppticium  :  A  freeman  was  privileged  from  that  puni(h« 
ment.  It  looks  upon,  apd  well  confiders  the  fad  plight  and 
condition  Chrift  was  in,  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation  for  us*' 
It  is  faid  of  him,  Matth.  xxvL  28.  He  was  n^ixv^oaundequaque 
triftis,  fprrounded  with  grrefs ;  exafily  anfwerable  to  his  oame» 
I(a.  liit.  3.  a  man  ^  forronvs.  Let  him  look  which  way  he 
would,  outward  or  inward^  upward  or  downward,  to  friends^ 
or  enemies  ;  he  could  behold  nothing  but  forrow,  and  what 
might  increafe  his  mifery^  Another  evangeiifi  faith,  he  was 
Jbre  amazed;  Martxiv.  33.  £x(>«/M/S&iftf( :  It  notes  fuch  a  con* 
bfternation,  as  makes  the  hair  of  the  head  ftand  upright ;  Horrid 
"^Hatio.  ':'  A  third  tells  uS,  his  fool  was  troubled,  John  xii.  27^ 
v^in^lSeepttiS^t,  undt  tartaruSf^  a  word  from  whence  hell  vi^^ 
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•     .  derived  t  and  deootlog  the  aoguifb  aod  trouble^  of  Aem  thit 
ire  io  tHat  place  of  tormeots. 

And  the  foartb  tells  as,  he  was  io  an  agony  ;  Luke  xxiii.  44. 
all  expreilingi  io.feveral  emphatlcal  notioas  and  metaphors,  the 
extremity  of  iC])rift's  anguilh  and  torment.    This  cannot  but 
!  greatly  zSk^  and  break  the  believer's  heart. 

Thirdly^    But  then  that  which  mod  affeAs  the  heart,   is 

I  Chrift's  undergoing  all  this,  not  only  in  love  to  ns,  but  in  onr 

room  and  ftead.    He  fuffered  not  for  any  evi|  he  had  done,  far 

there  was  nogoile  found  in  his  mouth,  Ifa.  liii.  4^  5.   But  the 

juft  (uiTered  for  the  onjuft,  i  Pet.  iii.  18.    It  was  for  me,  a 

I  vile,  wretched,  worthicfs  finner.    It  was  my  pride,  my  eartti- 

linefs,  the  hardnefi  of  my  heart,  the  corruption  of  my  natore^ 

the  innnmerable  evils  of  my  life,  that  brought  him  dowii  to  the 

duft  of  death ;  '*  He  was  made  fin  for  ns,  who  knew  no  fin,*^ 

a  Cor.  V.  21.  ; 

Who  can  beltevingly  eye  Chrift,  as  rofFering  fuch  pain^^ 

fuch  wf-ath,  fuchacnrfei  in  the  room  of  fnch  a  finner,   fucb 

a  rebel,  fo  undeferWng,  and  fe  ili-deferving  a  creature,  an4 

not  mourn  as  for  an  only  fon,  and  be  in  bitternefi  as  for  a  firfi- 

bornf 

•  Fourthly t  Faith  melts  the  heatt,  by  confidcring  theeffeAs 

and  fruits  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  what  great  things  he  batji 

/  purchafed  by  his  firipes  and  blood  for  poor  Anners ;  a  full  and 

'  final  pardon  qf  fin,  a  well -fettled  peace  with  God,  a  fure  titlp 

and  right  to  the  eternal  inheritance ;   and  all  this  for  thee,  |i 

lawrcondemned,  a  felf-condemned  fjnner.     Lord»  what  am  I, 

that  fuch  mercies  as  thefe  (hould  be  purchafed  by  fuch  a  price 

.  for  me  ?  For  me,  when  thousands  and  ten  thonfands  of  fweeter 

difpoGtions  muft  burn  in  bell  for  ever  i    Ob,  what  manner  of 

love  is  this ! 

Fifthly,  Faith  melts  the  heart,  by  exerting  a  threefold  aft 
upon  Chrift  crucified  :  ': 

ift\,  A  realizing  aA,  reprefeoting  all  this  in  the  greateft  cer- 
tainty and  evidence  that  can  be.     Thefe  are  no  deviled  fables^ 
^  but  the  iure  ^od  infallible  reports  of  the  gbfpel. 

li/y.  An  applying  adl ;  ^'  He  lov^d  me,  and  gave  himfelf  fof 
'*  me,*'  Gal.  lii.  20.  **  He  loved  us,  and  walhed  nsfronf  our 
••  fins  in  his  own  Wood,"  Rev.  i.  5.     \ 

3^/)f,  and  iaftfyj  By  an  inferriog  or  reafbning  ad.  If  Chrift 
died  for  me,  then  I  (batl  never  die :  If  his  blood  were  paid 
down  for  me,  then  my  fins,  ^whicb  are  maby,  arc  forgiven  me : 
If  hie  was  condemned  in  my  room,  I  am  acquitted,  and  Aiall 


'  fi4  'Sacramfnial  Me^ldHihf. 

be  fiifcvl  from  wrath  ta  cotne,  throo^h  him.    X^  ltt>w  wSj^ . 

do  thefe  thoughts  prove  to  believing  ibtils  ! 

1.  Ufi/for  infirm&tim. 

ThAi  fifi  then  is  iut  little  faith,  heeete^  ttete  ii  fi  hfUtB 
deadnefs  ^nd  nnaffeSledntfs  among  pr^effofu  A  bdi^lttg  figKt 
of  Chrifi  ^ill  work  upoQ  a  gracious  beiri,  lU  a  de^d  ^kA^  \  be- 
loved and  only  )bo»  afes  to  do  fi|>ob  %  tehdeffitbcr'l  hiskh. 

Reader,  w4s  it  ever  thy  fad  lot  to  look  apDn  foch  &  tifealHt* 
tending objeft  ?  Didft  thod eVer  If^lthe  pang^and coi^motiod^ 
is  thy  bovireb  that  fodse  ha^e  feit  ii)>bil  fcrcb  a  fi^t  \  Why»  fe 
wiH  thy  heart  work  towards  Chriift,  If  eVbr  tboh  beiicivii^^ 
lookeA  do  him  virhom  fhotl  haft  plerdbd. 

VcSex.  a.  Tbkn  the  dfHnj^  and  exercifinjk  ^ faith  is  the  ht^  e±* 
fe^^t  t9  get  d  tetsier  hearty  and  rai/e  tie  dehd  dj^Slidns. 

\¥'e  are  getierally  full  of  codiplaiiits  how  hird,  ho^  ddTd 
and  ftapid  oar  hearts  are  ;  we  are  often  puttiog  fdch  pits  as 
Ihefis^  bo^  (hall  I  get  a  brolten  heart  for  m  :  ffoW  ftidl)  I  raifii 
inydead  hieaHrin  dnty  >  Why  this  is  the  way,  tso  eipedie^  Ui 
rii  the  world  like  this ;  look  if^xtt  hipi  whom  ttiob  h^ft  fit- 
ted pit  is  the  flieltihg  argnmenr. 

2.  Ufe^  of  examination. 

Bin  thai  which  I  ef^crany  aim  at  in  this  point,  h  for  thi^ 
trkl  And  e^aibtoatibii  df  thy  faeatrt,  reader,  ill  the  |toitit  of  tlrtit^ 
^taogetical  repentance,  which  k  thy  proper  hnfinefi  at  thhi 
tinie ;  attdj  Will  go  nO  farther  than  ih6  testt  {(Jt  fcules  to  cka* 
taitit  ind  trjf  it  by; 
'  Mlk  u  Ail  evangelical  repehhtnce  hath  A  ftipernatnfalfpHfij^ 
**  !  will  pour  oiit  the  Spirit  of  gracfc»  and  they  (hall  moartlT' 
HH  the  Spirit  be  pbnred  dnt  upon  Us,  it  is.  dis  etfy  to  ptklk 
wattrontof  arobk,  as  tomakebor  hearb  rdent  and  mbiirdu 
There  are  indeed  natural  jneltiogs,  the  efT^Jls  of  an  iAgentf*v 
bns  temper,  but  theie  did^  in  kind  and  tiatnr^s  fitim  gddly 
lorrow. 

Rutet.  Godl)r^6rroWS^arereat,  fitctte,  and  dudifl^mblbd  ^ 
f'  they  (hall  monm,  as  for  an  only  fon.*' 

parents  need  not  any  natural  helps  to  draw  ttktt  oh  (tich  ae* 
founts ;  6 !  their  very  hearts  are  pierced^  they  could  even  dle^ 
^iiA  them ;  fighs,  gfoatts,  atifd  tears,  are  dot  hanged  ottt  as 
falfe  figns  of  what  is  not  to  b^  found  in  tfttlt  hearts. 

ftwfc  3.  Evangelical  forrow  is  very  deep;  fb  muth  the  mborn* 
ttig  fpf  ah  only  fon,  a^rft-borh,  natull  imjtort.  Thefe  waiersr^ 
how  ftjill  foever  they  be,  ran  deep,  very  deep,  in  the  bottooi 
thannel  of  the  fiml..  See  ^fh  H.  3(7.  77fej^  10m  tut  /d  tk^ 
hearts 


n^y  J    •   ;       \SicrumenkU  M^i^^  ,.,   .        jiij 

\  kule  4.  Faith  is  the  jaOrameot  employed  iii  breaking  the 
ficsLtt ;  f  they  iball  look,  andifiooro."  Thisis  the  boraiDg-glaTs 
that  coajtraQs  the  beams^  atid  fires  the  afTe^ioos. 
-  ^  Euk  f.LMf^  The  wjroog.;  fio  ,baih.  dooe  to  God,  and  the 
IHiflTeriogs  .\t  b^th.BrpUgbr  ChriA*  npder^  are  the  pierdDg  and 
faeart-wobadiog  coofidcratioik ; .  ^'  They  (hall  look  upon  me* 
/*  whom  they  have  pierced,,,  aa^  oiourju'*  The  .piercibg  of 
^hfift  by  boir  fio^  is  that  which  vlntk  pierce  diy  foiil  with  loir- 
low.  %  ♦  ^ 
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j[  o  u  N  yl.  55.  for  ^y3^^  ^^  ^^^^  imilfir^ry  4m/  m;^  hkidH 
drink  Ikdeed. 

r.     '     .-.  ^  .. '.  .  ;•.        f    .".    -^  -    '.  ..  'J 

IN  the  cbntekt^  otnr  Lord  Jefas  Chrift  makes  a. mod  ipirituaf 
and  excelteot  difcdurfe  to.the  Jews^  about  the  oatore  and 
oeceffity  of  faith  io  hiai ; ,  tajiiog  the  pcealioo  thereof  froin  thtt 
bread,  .which  a  little  before  (Nehad  /o  miracalooily  multiplied 
9iod  fed  them  with. :  raifin^  up  their,  mjiids  to  more  fablime  aoci 
fpiritual  things,  aod  lettiiig  them  kiiisfw  that  breailr  how  fwee^ 

iberer  itiwai,;»was  but  a  ihadow  bJE  himfcif,  infinitely  more 
weet  aod  oeceflary.   ■,    ^     >,       .  ^  -    '    .        i 

,   Theie  rWordai  are  a  propofition^  in  which  are  theie  three 
thipp  obiervaWe  :  . .  . 
Fir/t^  The  fobjeS ;,  my  flc(h  and  my  Wood.  ^ 
Secmdly^  The  .predicate  -^  it  is  meat  and  drink.    i.v  \  \ 

/  Thirdly^  The  manner  of  predication;  it  is  meat  ijideed,  and 
dripk  indeed.  ;    .    v    .  .  . 

j  Firfi^  The  Cibjeft ;  my  flefliand  my  bipod,  i.*^.'  my  huma- 
tiity ;  this  is  meat  and  drink,  triie  fpiritiiat  food.  If  it  be  de* 
manded,  why  he  had  not  faid,  L  atd  meat  and  drink  indeed -i 
but  hither  cbufes  to  fay,  my  fle(h  and  blood  is  fa  ?,  The  reafott 
h  evident,,  faith  learned  Caihefo;  becaufeif  you  takeaway 
ile(h  and  blood  from  Cbrift,  he  <;annot  be  food  pr  life  to  us : 
^pr,  in  order ,  to  his  being  ib,  he  mud  fhtisfy  God  for  us,  an4 
phtain  the  remiflion  pf  ojor  fios ;  but  wlthput  (heading  of  blood 
there /is  no  remiffion.  Itlow,  fprafmach  as  by  the  o^eriog  vj^ 
Voi.ViU.  Qji 
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of  his  body,  and  (heddiog  of  his  bIood»  he  hath  obtained  par-^ 
doD  and  life  for  ns ;  therefore  his  fle(h  and  his  blood,  is  called 
our  meat  and  our  drink,  that  by  which  onr  fools  live.  Whid& 
brings  us  to  the  fecond  thing : 

Secondly t  The  predicate  ;  k  is  meat  and  drink:  u  f.  It  h  to 
our  foals  of  the  &me  ufe  and  neceffity,  that  meat  and  drink 
are  to  otir  datnral  life,  which  cannot  be  faftained,  or  continued 
without  them. 

The  Ufe  of  Ot^  (buls  as  necefl^rily  depends  upon  the  fle(h 
and  blood  of  Chrift,  as  our  natural  life  doth  upon  meat  and 
drink.  Yet  beware  of  a  miftake  here  :  the  fiefb  and  blood,  or 
the  humanity  of  Chrift,  is  not  the  fotintain  of  our^fpiritoal 
fife,  but  the  channel  rather  through  which  it  flows  to  us  from 
his  divinity.  By  reafon  of  his  incarnation  and  death,  righteoaf' 
nefs  and  life  came  to  us. 

Thirdly^  The  manner  of  predication  is  very  empbatical ;  xiis 
*^  meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed.'^    Which  notes  t^o  diings : 

Firft^  Reality^  in  oppofition  to  all  legal  (hadows  and  ty pes^r 

Secondly^  Tranfcendent  excellency t  far  furpiffing  all  "other 
food,  even  manna  it(elf,  which,  for  its  excellency,  is  ftiled 
angels  food.  *'  My  fle(b  is  meat  indeed,'*  x.  e.  true,  fubftantiai, 
and  real  food  to  fools,  and  choice,  excellent,  and  incomparable 
food.    Hence  obfervc, 

Dodb.  That  what  meat  and  drink  is  to  our  bodies,  that^  and 
much  more  than  that,  the  jUJb  and  blood  ^  Chrift  is  to  he* 
lieving  fouls. 

Two  things  require  explication  in  this  point.  F'trfl,  Where- 
in the  refemblance,  or  agreement  lies,  betwixt  the  fle(h  and 
blood  of  Chrid,  and  meat  and  drink  ?  Secondly^  Wherein  the 
former  tranfcends  and  excels  the  latter  ? 

I.  ^ery.  Wherein  lies  the  refemblance  and  agreement  be- 
tween the  6e(h  and  blood  of  Chrifk,  and  material  meat  iand 
drink  ? 

Sol.  The  agreement  is  manifed  in  the  following  particulars. 

Firfli  Meat  and  drink  is  necefTary  to  fapport  natural  life; 
we  icannot  live  without  it.  Upon  this  account,  bread  is  called 
'  the  (lafT  and  flay ;  f.  e^  the  fupport  of  the ,  natural  fpirits, 
which  do  as  much  lean  and  depend  upon  it,  as  a  feeble  man 
doth  upon  his  ftafF;  Ifa.  iii.  i.  But  yet  how  neceflary  foever  ic 
be,  the  flefh  and  blood  of  Chrift  is  more  indifpenfibly  neceflary 
for  the  life  of  our  fouls ;  John  vi.  53.  **  Except  ye  eat  the 
**  flefli  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood»  ye  have  no 
•*  life  in  you."  Onr  fouls  have  more  abfolute  need  of  p^ace  and 
pardon  bj  Chrift;   than  oiir  bodks  have  of  meat  and  drink. 
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Better  our  bodies  were  fiarved  and  famiQied^   than  onr  fouls 
damned  and  loft  for  ever. 

Secondly^  Meat  and  arink  are  ever  moft  fwcet  and  defirablc, 
fo  thofe  that  are  hungry  and  thirfly.  It  is  hunger  and  third, 
that  gives  value  and  eflimation  to  meat  and  drink ;  Prov.  xxviU 
7.  *'  To  the  hungry  foul,  every  bitter  thing  is  fweet;'*  and  fd 
it  is  in  our  eitleem  of  Chrift;  John  vii.  37.  «•  If  any  man 
**  thirO,  let  him  come  to  mei  and  drink."  When  God,  by  il- 
hiitiination  and  coaviAion,  make^  men  deeply  (ei^fible  of  their 
iniferable,  loft^  and  periftitng  condition:  then  ten  thoufand' 
worlds  for  Chrifi,  All  is  but  dung  and  drofs,  in  comparifon  of 
the  excellency  ojf  Chrift  Jefus, 

Thirdly^  Meat  and  drink  muft  undergo  an  alteration,  and 
VoXk  its  own  form,  before  it  aftually  nouriihes  the  body.  The 
com  is  ground  to  pieces  in  the  mill,  before  it  be  made  bread  to 
nouri(h'  us.  And  Chrift  muft  be  ground  betwixt  the  upper  and 
nether  milftqneof  the  wrath  of  God,  and  malice  of  men,  to 
be  made  bread  for  our  fouls«    The  prophet  faith,  Ifa.  Y\u  14. 

'-  mis  vifage  is  marred  mere  than  any  man's.    He  did  not  look 
like  himfelf,  the  beauty  and  glory  of  heaven ;  but  the  reproach 
of  men,  .and  defpifed  of  the  people.  Oh  what  an  alteration  didl 
his  incarnation,  and  fufTerings  make,  upon  him !   Phil,  ii.  6,  7,  ^ 
^tiantum  mutatus  aiilhJ 

fourthly t  Natural  food  muft  be, received  into  our  bodies,  and 
have  a  natural  union  with  them  ;  and  Chrift  muft  be  received 
into  our  fouls,  and  have  a  fpiritual  union  with  them  by  faith  ^ 
or  elfe  we  Cian  have  no  nourifhment,  or  benefit  by  him.  An 
empty  profeflSon,  a  mere  talkative  religion,  nourilhes  the  inner 
ipan,  jnft  as  much  aa  the  fight  of  meat,  and  our  commending 
of  h,  doth  our  outward  man.  It  is  Chrifi's  dwelling  in  oujT 
hearts  by  faith,  £ph.  iii.  17.  our  receiving  of  him,  John  1.  I2. 
our  eating  hid  fteih,  and  drinking  his  blood,  John,  vi.  53.  i.e. 
The  effeaual  application  of  Chrift  to  oar  £>uls  by  faith,  that 
makes  us  partakers  of  his  benefits.  ^ 

Fifthly,  Meat  and  drink  muft  be  taken  every  day,  or  elfe  na- 
tural life  will  laoguifh  ;  and  fpiritual  life  will  never  be  com- 
fortably maintained  in  ps,  without  daily  communion  with  Jefus 
Chrift.     If  a  gracious  foul  ncgleA,  or  be  interrupted  in  its 

^courfe  of  duties,  and  ftated  times  of  prayer;  it  will  be  quickly 
difcernible  by  the  Chriftian  himfelf,  in  thedeadnefs  of  bis  own 
heart ;  ai^d  by  others  alfo,,  in  the  barrennefs  of  his  difcourfes. 
And  in  thefe  things  ftand  the  analogy,  and  agreement  of  thQ 
fleft)  and  blood  of  Chrift^  with  meat  and  drink. 
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2,  ^ery^  The  lixe  thing  is  to  open  the'tranfecnJeot  e%tA' 
kocy  of  Chrifi*s  flejb  and  blood,  ^bart  all  other  food  la*  the 
world.    And  this  appears  in  fonr  particulars. 
'<  Firjlf  ThU  flefti  and  blood  w^aflbmed  into  the  neareft  uiuoa 
with  the  fecond  perfoQ  in  tHe  blefTed  Trtntty,  addjb'is'odt  onI|r: 
dignified  above  all  other  created  beings,  bnt  becomes  the  firft 
ycceptacleof  all  grace,  intended  to  be  ^oi]^mnni5:ate4  t^^^g^ 
k  to  the'cbHdfen  of  men ;  John  i!  14.' 
^  Secondly,  This  flcfls  and  Mood  of  Chrift,  Mfaf  ofered  np  to 
God»  as  the  great  ftcrifice  for  onr  fins,  and  pnrchafe  of  onr' 
peacb ;  CqI.  i.  ^o;   £pht  v.  2.'  ai^d  fa  it  is  of  tQeftijpabJe  pricf 
and  valine  to  belie^rs.    The  human  nature  of  Qhrift  w%s.tbe 
6crifice/i  the  divine  nature  was  the  altar  on  wHich  it  wa^  offer- 
ed up,  and  by  which  It  was  dignified  and  ianflified,  and  mador 
an  offering  of  a  fweet-fmelUng  favour  to  God^  Epb.  v.  2*  :",  *  - 

Thirdly,  This  flpfh  and  blood'^of  Chrift,  is  the  great  meSvm 
of  conveyance  of  All  blefliogs  and  mer(:ies  to  the  fouls  and  J>Or^ 
dites  of  believers.'  It  lies  as  a  vaft  pipe  at  the  fountain-head  of 
bleiCngSy  receiving  apd  conveyijQjj  them  from  God  to  men  j; 
€ol.  i.' 14,  JO' '^-  >^  -»  ■  V-,-'  ..^'■.  '•  '-;:■.  .-•■■_■  '  "\ 
^  So  then,  it  being  united^otljc  fccopd  perfon,  and  fo  become 
the  flc(h  ai^d  blbod  of  God,;  it  being  the  iacrifi.ce"  offered  flp 
fo  God  for  atebement  and  remiilion  of  fiosj  and  the  mediuni^ 
pf  conveying  all  grace  and  ogkerciy  fron^  God  the  fountain,  to- 
tte  fouls  and  bodies  of  believers  ;  how  fwcet  a  retiO^  mi^  it* 
have  upon  the  palate  of*  faith  .^^  Her«s  faith  tpay  laflc  iha' 
fweetnefs  of  a  pardop^;  a  full,  free,  iand  final  pardon  of  (in  ;. 
than  which  nothinj^  i^  this  world  can  be  fw^tei^  to  a  ijn-bar*V 
dened  conicicncc.  r-    •      •;       "<        •.! 

Here  it  taftes  the  incomparable  f^reetnefs.  of  peace  with  God, 
a  peace  which  pnjj^tk undetftanding :    The  breach  fin  made,  li- 
by  this  faerifice'jmade  up  for  ever  \\  Col.  i.  20.     »     *• 

Here  it  taftes  the  inexpreffijblc  fweetnefs  of  acceptation  witfe 
God,  and  an  intereft  in  his  favour;^  a  mercy,  t^rfeich a- poor* 
convinced  Ibul  woqid  give  ten  thonfgnd  Worlds  for,  wdre  it  to; 
be  purchafed,  '  Ifca,  here  it  r^lift^eth  all  theiweet  promife$  ii^^' 
the  covenant  of  grace,  as  confirmed'  and.  ratified  by  this  facri-t 
fice  ;  Heb.  ixv  5.  So  that  well  might  he  fay,  ^*  My  flcfh  is  inea^ 
••  indeed,  and  my  Wood  is  drink  indeed  ;'*  the  moflf  excellent' 
New  Teftamcnt  food  for  believers :  J  /  'a  .  •  %  j; 
i^  C  Ufe,  of  information, 

F'ttfi,  Sec  here  the  love  of  a  Saviour,  that  heavenly  pelicdn^ 
who  feeds  iis  With  his  oWn  flefti  and  blood.    '  You  read,  'L;am«i> 
If.  10.  of  pitiful  women,  who  c^t  the  flcib  qi  their  own  chiU  * 


tUen ;  ^Qt  where  haye  yoa  r^adof  men  ixr  womeortbat  gave 
<fceir  bwQ.  ffefli  and  blapdi  for  naeat  and  dripH' to  their  diiW 
dren  ?  '  Think  on  this,  yon  that  are  fo  loth  to  crofs  and  dei>]f 
yq^r  flje(j^  for  Cbrift;-  Pe  fufiered  his  fleft  tpj3|cren.t,  sna 
his  bldod  fet  abroaph  for  yon:  What  love  like  the  love  oC 
qirift!      ;-  \   ':       '       ^         / 

^  ^ic<m4ly9  Learp  hence  a  ground  of  content,  in  the  lo^eft 
and  pooreft  coqdijtion  allotted  to  any  believer  in  this  world.  It 
fliay  be  fome  of  yon  Kve.  low  in  the  wqrld  ;  you  have  hard 
fere,  and  arc  abridged  of*  many  oi  thofe  fweet  cotnforts  in  the 
dre;atnre«  which  the  ci^eniies  of  God  abound  in  :  But  ftill  re- 
i^en^ber  yo^  have  nocauf^  tpenyy  their  dainties,  and  l;ie  diila-. 
nsfied  with  your  bwn  Ipt  and  pprtioq  ;  when  not  many  nobles. 


feaft  hav^  ypn  I   What  daintic$  do  your  fonis  ta(le  by  faith  ^ 
■whilft  others:  do  but  feed  upon  aihes  and  husks  ?    What  is  the 


i|r  mighty  in,  the  world,  feed  as  your  ibnls  do  feed.    O  what  a 

.  ha 

thers  do  but  feed  upon 
Sefh  of  lamb$  and  calves  out  of  the  AaU,  to  the  fle(h  of 
Chrift  I  Amos  vu  4,  5,  6.  What  is  wine  in  ]x)wls!,  and  thei 
diief  ointqient,  to  the  blood  of  Cbrift,  and  the  anointings  o£ 
Ills  Spirit?  0  be  fatisfied  with  your  outward  lot,  however 
God  hath  cad  it,  wbilft  he  hifth  dealt  fo  bountifully  with  your 
fculs. 

Thirdly,  Learn  hence  the  neceflity  of  faith,  in  order  to  the 
livelihood  and  fubfiOance  of  our  fouls.  What  is  a  feaft  to  him 
that  cannot  taQe  it  ?  And  what  is  Chrift  to  him  that  cannot 
believe  ?  That  cannot,  by  faith,  eat  bis  fle(h,  and  drink  his 
blood?. 

It  i$  not  the  prepaurattOB  made  for  ibnls  in  Cbrift,  but  the  ap- 
plication of  him  by  faith,  that  gives  us  the  fweenels  and  bene- 
fit of  him.  Faith  is  the  foul's  mouth,  or  palate  :  The  unbe- 
liever tades  no  fweetnefs  in  Chrift  ;  he  can  reli(h  more  fweet- 
defs  in  money,  meat,  drink,  carnal  mirth,  or  any  fenfual  en- 
joyment than  in  Chrift; 

.  Fourthly ^  How  excellent  are  go&cl  ordinances  ?  What 
fweeuiefs  is  there  to  be  found  in  them  by  true  believers  ?  For 
there  Chrifl  is  prepared,  and^  as  it  were,  ferve^  in  for  them  to 
£eed  upon.  l\  is  your  minifter's  work,  to  prepare  for  you  all 
the  week  long,  and  to  furnifh  for  yow  a  feafiof  fat  things. 
£.0  here  is  a  table  fpread  and  furni(hcd  this  day,  with  the  coft- 
licft  dainties  that  heaven  affords  ? ,  O  prize  thefc  mercies  :  fit 
obi  here  with  flat,  or  wanton  appetites^,  left  God  call  to  your 
eliemies,  and  bid  them  away.  , 
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II.  U/e,  ef  exhortation. 

1$  the  fleQi  knd  blood  of  ChriA  meat  aod  drink  indeed  i 
Then  let  me  exhort  you»  brethren, 

Firftt  To  come  to  thi$  table  with  fharp  and  hungry  appe* 
tites.  Have  joo  ever  tafled.  That  the  Lord  is  gracious  f  Aod 
do  you  not  booger  and  thirft,  to  t£^e  it  again  ?  Sorely^ 
**  Where  the  carcafe  is,  thither  will  the  eagles  be  gathered  ;" 
Matth.  xxiv.  28.  There  is  a  two  fold  appetite ;  a  d^nty,  and 
an  hnngry  appetite.  Beware  of  a  nice  and  ddnty  appetite,  that 
can  reUflu  nothing  in  the  molV  folid  and  fpiritual  duties,  except 
the  difli  be  garni(hcd  with  flowers  of  rhetoric,  or  the  matter 
fcrved  in  with  art  and  elegancy.  This  hath  been  the  great  fia 
of  the  profeflbrs  of  this  generation*  O  Chriftians  !  no  more 
of  that  I  pray  you.  Were  you  really  an  hungred  and  athirft 
forCbrift,  you  would  come  to  his  ordinances,  as  famUhing 
men  to  a  feallr. 

Secondly^  To  feed  heartily  upon  Chrift^  in  every  ordinance^ 
and  in  every  facrament  efpecialiy.  O  that  yoor  fouls  might  hear, 
mad  anfwerthat  invitation  this  day!  Cant.  v.  i.  <<  Eat,  C> 
^*  friends :  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved." 

For  motives,  I  will  only  hint  thcfe  three  following, 

Firft^  Chrift  is  the  matter  of  the  feaft,  God  hath  prepared 
him  for  your  fouls.  U  any  thiug  in  heaven  or  earth  fo  fweet», 
as  ChriA  facrificed  is  ?  Do  not  the  angels  and  faints  in  heavea 
feaft  upon  him  ?  Surely  one  drop  of  Chrid's  blood  hath  more 
fweetnefs  and  excellency  in  it,  than  the  whole  ocean  of  all 
creature-comforts. 

Secondly  f  Do  not  your  graces  need  It  ?  Have  yon  not  a  Ian* 
guifhiog  love,  a  daggering  faith,  dull  and  fluggifh  deiires  } 
Look  into  your  hearts,  and  (ee  what  need  there  is  oi  firengthen* 
ing  the  things  that  are  in  you,  tvhich  are  ready  to  die,  O  feed 
upon  Chrift,  that  your  graces  may  be  revived  and  flrengthen- 
ed. 

Thirdly,  Do  you  know  how  many  day$  you  are  to  go  in  the 
ftrength  of  this  meal  ?  How  long  it  may  be,  ere  you  fit  again 
at  the  Lord's  table  ?  Surely,  even  thefe,  as  well  as  your  infe- 
rior temporal  comforts,  ftand  upon  terms  of  greateft  nncer* 
tainty.  Ah  Chriftians !  confider  well  the  times  you  live  in, 
the  enemy  that  flands  ready  to  take  away  the  doth,  and  re- 
move  your  fpiritual  food  from  you.  It  is  faid  of  Peter  Martyr,, 
that  being  in  Oxford  when  queen  Mary  came  in,  and  heariug 
the  firil  mafs-beil  ring ;  he  was  (truck  to  the  heart,  and  faid,' 
Jfaee  una  notula  omnem  meam  doEfrinam  evertit :  This  ooa 
tinging  bell  overthrow^  all  the  hbours  of  my  miniftry  at'ohee^ 
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God  grant  that  we  may  hear  none  of  that  mo  fie  io  Eogland 
ftoy  more :  but  it  is  like  to  be,  according  to  your  efiimation  and 
improvement  of  Chrift'$  precious  ordinances. 

Thirdly,  Ommtnd  the  experienced  fweetnefs  if  Chrift  to  ^• 
thers.  Do  not  conceal  his  lovelinefs  and  excellency.  ThQ» 
the  fair  and  enamoured  fpoufe  charges,  or  adjures  others ;  Cant* 
▼.9.  Be  not  content  to  feaft  upon  Chrift  alone»  whilft  other 
fenls  are  ftarving,  and  perhaps  the  fouls  of  your  dear  natural 
felations.  Say  to  them,  as  David,  Pfal  sixxiv.  8.  "  O  tafte  and 
**  fee  how  good  the  Lord  is," 

Fourthly,  and  Jaftly,  See  that  ywr  appetite  to  Chrift  he  right, 
and  truly  /pirituai  Such  an  hunger  abd  thirft,  upon  whidi 
bleffednefs  is  entailed  by  promife^  And  you  may  conclude  it 
lb,  when, 

Firjl,  It  IS  tL  (harp  and  ftrong  appetite,  Pfal,  xlii.  i.  Let 
your  thoughts  run  upon  Chrift  night  and  day ;  even  contiDually*^ 

Secondly,  When  it  is  an  univerfal  appetite,  after  every  thing 
in  Chrift  ;  his  holinefs,  as  well  as  his  righteoufnefs ;  his  com- 
mands, as  Well  as  his  promiies ;  tor  he  is  altogether  lovely ^^ 
Cant.  V.  16. 

Thirdly,  When  it  is  a  continued  appetite.  I  mean  not,  that 
the  pulfe  of  your  defires  (hould  keep  an  even  ftroke  at  all  times» 
but  chat  there  be  real  and  fincere  workings  of  heart  after  him 
always ;  Pfal.  cxix.  20. 

Fourthly,'  When  it  is  an  induftrious  appetite,  awakening  tht 
foul  to  the  ufe  of  all  means,  and  praAice  of  all  duties,  in  order 
to  iatisfaflion ;  PfaL  xxvii.  4.  **  One  thing  have  I  defired  of 
*•  Ae  Lord,  and  that  will  I  feek  after." 

Fifthly f  ;{nd  Iqftly,  It  is  then  a  right,  when  it  is  an  infiitiable 
appetite,  never  to  be  allayed  with  any  thing  befide  Chrift  ;  Pfal. 
Ixxiii.  25.  no,  nor  with  Chrift  himielf,  till  thou  comeft  ta  the 
fall  enjoyment  of  him  in  heaven.  The  believer  knows,  how 
fweet  foever  his  communion  with  Chrift  is  in  this  world,  yet 
that  communion  he  ihall  have  with  Chrift  in  heaven,  will  far 
excel  it :  there  it  will  be  more  intimat^  and  immediate,  t  Cor 
xii.  12.  more  full  and  perfeA,  even  to  fatisfaflion,  Pfal.  xvii^ 
15.  more  COD ftant  and  continued,  not  fufTering  fucK  interrup- 
tions as  it  doth  here^  Rev.  xxi.  25.  more  pure  and  unmixed ; 
here  our  corruptions  work  with  our  graces,  Rom.  vil  21 .  but 
there  grace  (Hall  work  atone  :  in  a  word,  more  durable  and  per- 
petual ;  we  (hall  he  ever  with  the  Lord,  i  Theff.  iv.  7.  Long 
therefore  to  drink  that  new  wine  in  the  Father's  kingdom.  **  The 
•*  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come  ;  and  let  him  that  heareth, 
;*  fay,  Come.    Evei^  fo,  come  Lord  Jelus  j  come  quickly/* 
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meditation; 

UPbN  ,^^ 

Cant.  vlii.  6.  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thy  hearty  as  a  feal  up^ 
thine  arm  :  for  love  is  ftrong  as  death  ;  ieahvfy  is  cruel  as.  the 
^rave :  the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  ^re^  tuhichhatb  a  moft 
vehement  flame, 

'T'  HIS  book  is  a  facrcd  allegory ;  the  fenfc  th<preof  is  deep 
^  and  fpiritual.  Oar  unacqaalotedoefs  with  jCuch  fcbeme^ 
ttiA  figures  of  fpeech,  together  with  the  want  of  rpiritaal  light 
aod  experieDce,  makes  it  difficult  to  be  underftood  ;  but  the 
allegory  beiog  ooce  unfolded,  hj  reafoa  of  its  affioity  wuh  th^ 
fancy,  truth  is  more  eafily  and  a^edingly  tranTmittedy  bathed 
fhe  mind  and  heart. 

St.  Auguftin  affigns  this  reafon,  why  yr«  are  fo  naoch  delight^ 
ed  with  metaphors  and  allegories  ;  becaufe  tHey  are  ib  ffloch 
proportioned  to  our  fenfes,  with  which  our  reaibn  hath  coq* 
tra6^ed  an  intimacy  and  familiarity ;  and  thbrefor<^  God,  to  ac- 
commodate his  truth  to  our  capacity,  doth,  as  it  were»  tmr 
body  it  in  earthly  expreflions  ;  according  to  that  of  the  ancient 
CabbaiiOSy  Lumen  fupremtan  nunquam  defcendit  fine  idumento  ; 
heavenly  truth  never  defcendeth  to  us  without  its  veil  and  co- 
vering. ... 

The  words  before  us,  arc  the  rcqueft  of  the  fpoufe  to  Jefiil 
Chrifl ;  and  confift  of  two  parts,  viz* 

1.  Herfuii;  which  is earnefl.  ^        ' 

2.  Her  argument ;  which  is  weighty.  ,  , 
I.  Her  earned  fuit,  or  requeft  to  Jefus  Chrifl: ;  **  Set  me  a^ 

*•  a  feal  upon  thy  heart,  as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm*"  The  heart 
of  Chrid  notes  his  moft  dear,  inward,  and  tender  affection ;  his 
arm  notes  his  protefting  and  preferving  care  and  power.  The 
laft  naturally  follows  the  firft ;  what  men  dearly  afFeA,  tbey^ 
/tenderly  and  carefully  proteft.  And  by  fetting  her  as  a  feal 
iipon  his  heart  and  atm^  ftie  means  a  iurc  and  a  well-confirmed 
intcreft,  both  in  his  love  and  power  ;  this  fhe  would  have  firmly 
fealed  and  ratified  :  and  that  this  is  her  meaning,  wilt  pkinl]f 
lappear  from»  , 

The  argument  with  which  (he  enforces  her  requeft :  **  For 
•*  love  is  ftrong  as  death  ;  jealoufy  is  cruel  as  the  gra?e,"  isc.  . 

By  jealoufy,  we  muft  underftand  her  fears  and  fufpjcions  o£ 
comiiag  (hoirtof  Chxift  ^d  his  love;  ^.  d.  Wtiat  t  after  ali  I 
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ioold  be  cfeccivcd  ?  What  if  jcfu^  thrift  do  not  tavt  me  with 
)at  rpedal  love  ?  6  thefe  fears  aod  nifpicioiis  aire  intolerable  tor- 
ments tp  her;  (he  c^not  bear  theto t  Che^ arb  antl  as  the 
^rave;^  nrfuffcrable  as  toaJs  df  liirie,  which  have  a  ifaoft  Teber 
tnent  flame ;  jr.  4.  Ibrd^  i^  then  leave  me  ib  t\ie  i^idft  ef 
xthefe  jealonfies  6f  thy  love,  I  (hall  be  but  a  torment  tomy&lf ; 
1  (hatt  live  as  one  b^on  the  rack,  or  in  the  Sames,  iSence  the 
iiotc  IS, 

DoA.  ftdt  there  is  nothing  th  this  ivorU,  'which  trite  Chri0ir 

ans  more  ehrheftfy  deftre^  than  i$  te  well  affi/red  and  /kti/i 
.  Jltd  ^  the  hve  of  J  ejus  Chrifl  tb  their  fiiOs. 
In  the  dieditatibn  of  this  point,  two  thiogs.  ibiilt  be  en(}oir* 
%di  intd;  , 

t.  Why  ttiis  affarince  h  te  deifirable. 

i.  How  it  mjy  be  obtained.  , 

,  r.  Why  the  aflbrincfc  of  the  love  of  Clirlft  is  fb  deCrablfe 
In  the  eyes  of  trne  Chriffians.  An4  amgng  others,  Vbitrt  ire  two 
thibgs  tbit  efpeciaHy  make  it  fo ;  vi^. 

t  The  fweetbefs  of  its  eojpyment. 

i.  The  difficulty  of  its  attaininebt.    .    ^       .  .» 

,  The  rwieetnefs  of  its  enjoyme&t.  whicn  is  inexpirei&bie.  and 
ioTcobceivable  ;  for  it  is  a  mercy  abohre  all  ei(Bdiatio&«    tt  il, 

I.  The  riches  9f  faith, 

i.  The  reft  and  ejfe  of  the  Heart: 

3.  The  jJlcafurc  df  life. 

4.  A  cordial' at  death.     .  \ 

5.  A  fWeet  Tuppdrt  ib  all  tronbies..  .     *. 

t.  It  is  the  very  riches  of  faith,  tt^e  mbft  plea&bt  froic 
which  grows  iwon  the  top  branches  6f  faith.  The  (criptnre 
tells  ts  of  an  aiiurance  of  buderftanding^  ho^,  ajad  ^th.  Mi 
thefe  graces  are  precibas  in  thetfifelyes  i  bbt  the  allarabc^  ot* 
each  of  them  is  the  bioft  f\]lreet  pud  pleafaot  part.  ,  ltnow(edgb» 
above  knowledge,  is  th;;  full  affuraoce  of  knowledge :  i)6pe  i- 
bbve  hope,  is  the  full  aflurance  of  hope :  ^bd  faith  abo^e  faitH; 
is  the  full  atturance  of  faith.  The  leift  abd  loweft  aa  of  (av- 
ing  faith  is  precious,  and  abbve  all  valoe  ;  wha(  then  ibnft  thb 
higheft  and  ihoft  excellent  z&s  of  faith  be  ?  Certainlv,  there 
Is  a  fweetnefs  in  the  aflarante  df  faith,  that  few  men  have  tM 
privilege  to  taffe  ;  and  they  that  do,  can  (iod  no  words  able  rd 
exprefe  it  to  ab6ther*s  nnderftabdiiig.  The  wcakeft  Chriftiaii 
is  exalted  above  all  other  men  i  but  the  aTfuced  Chriftian  bath  a 
pfefcreoce  before  all  other  Chriftians.  .  .      . 

2.  It  is  hearths  eiife ;    the  yery  Sabbath  abd  (Veet  jrepofe  el 
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tlie  fool.  Thoufaads  of  poor  Chriftiaos  woald  part  ^t&  aff 
they  poflcfs  in  this  world,  to  eojoy  it :  but  it  flics  fro^  themv 
The  life  that  moft  of  them  live,  is  a  life  betwixt  hopes  an<i 
fears ;  their  iatercd  io  Chrifl  is  very  doabtfot  to  them.  Some* 
fimes  they  arc  encouraged,  from  fcufible  workiogs  of  grace  i 
fheo  aIT  is  dafhtd  agaia,  by  the  contrary  ftirriogs  aod  workiogs 
of  their  owo  corraptions^  Now  the  fun  (hines  out  clear,  by 
srod  by  the  heavens  are  overcaft  and  clouded  again  :  but  the  aC- 
fored  Chriftian  is  at  reft,  from  tbofe  torn^ntiog  fears  add  jea- 
toofies  which  my  text  fpeaks  of,  that  are  as  cruel  as  the  grave» 
aiKf  as  iufufiPerable  a»  coals  of  fire  in  a  maQ*$  bofom.  He  cao; 
t^ke  Chrift.  into  the  aroK  of  laiih,  and  fay»*  **  My  beloved 
*•  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.  Return  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for 
••  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  tliee  !*' 

2*  It  is  the  pleafure  of  life ;  yea,  the  moft.  rational,  pare, 
and  tranfportiog  pleafure.  What  is  life  without  pleafure  ? 
And  what  pleafiire  is  there  in  the  world,  comparable  to  this 
pleafure  ?  For  fet  tbe  (ealed  add  aflfured  believer  confider,  and 
compare ;  and  he  muft  needs  find  a  joy  and  pleafure,  beyood 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth.  If  he  confider  weH  what  he  is  af- 
fored  of,  it  is  no  common  mercy,  bot  Ctwift  himfelF,  and  his 
love ;  a  mercy  incompreheonble  by  men«or  angels  ;  £ph.  iiii 
19.  Put  Chrift  Into  the  fendble  poSeflTion  of  a  believer,  and 
joy  is  no  more  onder  his  command  for  that  time  :  he  cannot 
forbear  to  rejoice ;  and  efpectally  when  his  thoughts  are  exer- 
cifed  in  comparing  ftates  and  conditions ;  either  his  own  with 
others  mens^  or  bis  own  now,  with  what  it  was,  and'  what  ir 
(hall  be.  To  think  with  tbyfelf  thus,  I  am  afiured  of  Chrift, 
aod  his  love ;  my  intereff  in  him  is  fealed  ;  but  this  is  a  mercy 
few  enjoy  bcftdes  me.  There  be  millions  of  fools  of  equal 
value  with  mine  by  n^ore,  that  (hall  never  enjoy  fuch  a  mercy  as 
this.  Yea,  the  time  was,  when  [  myfelf  was  far  from  it,  in  my 
Ijnregcneratc  ftate.  Lord,  how  is  it  I  had  opt  then  been  fealed 
to  damnation  ?  O,  it  is  wpH  with  me  for  the  prefent,  that  I 
can  call  Chrift  my  own  ;  and  yet  it  will  be  better  aod  better  r 
my  coodition  will  mend  every  day.  I  am  now  in  Chrift ;  and 
it  is  bot  a  little  while,  before  I  (hgll  be  with  Chrift.  and  arrive 
at  the  foil  latisfaftioo  of  my,  very  heart.  O,  what  pleafure 
doth  every  glance,  backward  or  forward,  give  to  the  feated  fool. 

4^  It  is  a  cordial  io  death  ;  aod  there  is  oooe  like  it.  This 
will  make  the  fool  triumph  over  the  grave,  take  death  chear- 
fuily  by  the  cold  haod,  welcome  its  grim  meflengers,  aod  long 
to  be  gone,  and  be  with  Chrift.  Dark  and  doobtiog  Chrlftiaos 
may  i&deed  Ibrt&k  back  from  U,  aod  b^  afraid  of  the  e&chaoge  ^ 
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tmt  the  aflfored  ibol  longs  to  be  gone,  nod  needs  patience  to 
/  live,  as  other  men  do  to  die.  When  one  wa's  ask^d,  if  he  were 
willing  to  die  ?  his  anfwer  was,  Illius  efi  nolie  mori\  qui  nolit  ire 
adChriftumi  Let  him  be  loth  to  die,  that  is  loth  to  go  toChrifi : 
The  fugar  of  aflbrance  fweetcns  the  bil^er  cup  of  death,  and 
makts  it  deleilable  to  a  believer*s  relifh. 

5.  la  a  word,  it  is  a  fweet  fupport,  in  all  the  troubles  and 
affltftions  on  this  fide  the  grave.  Let  the  aflbred  foul  be  caS 
into  what  condition  the  Lord  pleafes;  be  it  upon  a  bed  of  fick* 
fiefs  ;  yet  this  gives  his  foul  fuch  i^ppoft  and  comfoi^t^  that  he 
fliall  not  fay,  1  am  fick.  Sii^  being  forgiven,  the  foul  is  well» 
vrhen  the  body  is  in  pain,  Ifa.  xxxiii«  24.  Let  him  becaft  in- 
to a  prifon,  here  is  that  which  will  turn  a  prifoi  into  a  para-' 
dife,  Afts  V.  4t.  Let  him  be  pinched  with  outward  want; 
this  will  fupply  all :  '*  As  having  nothing,  and  yet  poile/fiog  all 
^  things,"  z  Cor.  vi.  10.  Thus  you  fee  how  defirable  tt  it 
for  its  own  cxceHcncy. 

2.  And  as  it  is  defirable  for  the  fwcetnefe  6f  its  own  enjoy- 
imcnr,  fo  alfo  froth  the  difficulty  of  its  attainment.  AiliexCel- 
}enctes  are  locked  up  under  many  difficulries ;  but  none  like 
tihis.  It  is  indeed  eafy  to  prefume  an  intereA  in  Chrift,  antl 
cheat  a  man's  own  foul  with  a  dream  and  fancy  of  cur  own 
I  creation  ;  but  it  is  hard,  to  get  a  fealed,  clear  title  to  Chrift 
v"  and  his  benefit?*  Anil  there  be,  ,among  others,  three  thiugis 
that  .niake  It  difficult. 

•  (i.)  The  corruptions  tliat  remain,  and  daily  work  m  tifebcft 
hearts  ;  thefe  are  evermore  puzzling  and  fcarifig  the  poor 
ibul,  with  fean  and  doubts  about  its  condition.  Grace  tcach>- 
cth  men  due  fcverity  to  thcmfclvcs  ;  and  fear  of  tlrelr  own  de- 
ccitfulnefs,  makes  them  think  no  hearts  are  like  their  hearts; 
cfpecially  whilft  fhcy  compare  other  mens  outfide  with  their 
own  iafide,  as  generally  they  do.  Oh,  how  -do  our  own  cor- 
ruptions every  moment  raife  mifts  aiKl  clouds,  that  it  is  a  won- 
— ^^  der  we  ever  (honid  have  one  clear  beam  of  aflbrance  fhining  m* 
!  to  fuch  hearts,  as  our  hearts  are  !  ^ 

\~  (2.)    The  multitudes  oJF  miflakes  and  cheats,  that  are  fre- 
uently  committed,  and  found  in  this  matter,  makes  upright 

:.     ^ "^garts  the  more  fufpicio^s  and  doubtful  of  their  own  condition. 

J  when  they  read  Miitth.  vii.  22.vthat  matiy  will  fay  to  Chrift 
Y  ,**  that  day,  Lord,  ive  have  prophefied  in  thy  name ^  ifc,  it  fcares 
^]^  ^'^htm,  left  they  alfo  be  deceived.  \ 

?ij;uo    (^,)  The  grand  importance' of  the  matter,  makes  poor  fouls 

.^^wiul  of  conclocfing  certainly  about  it.    O  when  a  man  con- 
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fideiri ,  Huif  t|i^  whole  weight  of  bis  eteni^  ha|^|Hiu<s  m  IhNI^ 
depcfidb  upon  the  refolntioQ  of  thefe  qoefiions,  Am  I  ia  Chrift*2 
or  am  I  not  ?  tc  will  nake  him  credible  to  deteroHoe,  ^  ^ 
^ord^'  aiSiiancc  is  oot  ift  our  .power,  or  at  our  conuaaiid. 
"pThere  be  man j  h^j.  biimUe,  ^igeot,  and  iooguig  ioolsy  to 
whom  it  is  denied :  it  is  arbitrarily  difjpeaiedrbf  ib^  f  Jeaiiire  o£ 
the  Spirit,  <o  whom  h^  will ;  a^d  inch  fa^oprs  are  r^re,  c^en 
4moi^  Vme  believers ;  the  me^e  therefiare  it  ia  to  be  valued.  an| 
defired  bf  aU,  as  ihe  fpoofe  docfa  >io  this  pljice.  Aod  fo  nmcl^ 
to  the  fir'fi  tl^iqg,; .  Uf^n  'mbat  mccmtt  the  a^i^nct  tf,  Ckr^'ti 
hv$  is  Jo  d^rabU  m  the  ^s  (f.  Chr\fitum\ 

2.  Ia  ihe  bft  pbice,  let  us  coaiider,  bow  <bis  aiefcf,  whicb, 

tfo  defiraUe,  maf  bp  obtained :  vAM  this  is  Qor  px^^ 
A  hufinefs  ^t  this  tiasc. 

Yoo  are  aqw  cope  ^  a  (e^Iiog  ordioaace,  iafitHi^aB  (Mnr^ 
pole  for  tj^ts  noble  eod  and,  wl  Otbat  we^oold  pr^ir  and 
plead  for  it,  as  the  (ponfe  here  doth  I,  *'  Set  me  as  ^  j^l  apoQ 
^  tbi|ie  i^t,  as  a  ieaJf  upoa  tbiae  arm :  for  love  is  Arong  as 
^*  de^d& ;  |eialottry  is  orael  as^  the  gravf /*  ^f.  Now,  ki  ord^' 
io  the  attaiamcat  of  thu  moft  defir%l^  mendy,  t^ke  a  fpw  |ie«> 
fieiTary  hiats  of  yoivr  preleat  work  ^4  dj»ty,  ia  Uif  fgllowiag, 
4ire£|iopa.      ' 

DirOlm  L  Woolj  yoo  he  vrell  Reared,  of  (drift's  love  tq 
^on,  atid  that  yon  are  Jf/  ac  ajgal  upon  ids  ^afil  T^ea  e^er- 
die  aad  floiaaifeft  more  love  Ito  dhriA^  an^  l^i  ||im  be  mach  apr 
4ta  70SNr  htarts.  '  If  it  |^  clear  tp  yop,  that  yon  ^ave  <n»e  Iqve 
|fo  Jefi]\s  Cjp^rUt,  ydo  a€^  abt  at  all  to  donbc,  bat  you  are  iai^ 
bis  bearV  i^'od  in  his  love  :^  IJay^  thfm  th^  km§  m^  l^rov.  vtii/ 
iy.  And  ^dy  yon  have  aow  before  you  tbe  'greateU^iiiotiv^ 
jQ  the  world,  to  iaiiame  yoar  love  to  Jelas  Chrift/  behold  bta^' 
^  he  is  here  reprefented  to  ybjd^,  woundidfar-y^rmiqmtUsi 
yea,  facrificed  to  the  wrkih  of  6od|  for  ydnf  p^a^  pardon, 
and  falvatiba  I  '^  O  wbit  mianaerof  love  is  this  1,  Behold 
•^  how  he  loved  thee  1"  If  ^hrift'«  love  draw  forth  thiacj  \%^ 
will  fo  far  clear  thy  iot^reft  ia  ijjls  loue,  ^s  i^  fiiall  engage  thy 
Jieart  in  lote  to  him?       * 

'  Dire6lion  D.  Bat  feeiqig  the  aQivity  of  your  love  will  be  ac« 
cording  tp  tjbe  afibivity  pf  yoar  faith ;  therefore,  in  the  nea^t  place/ 
I  advife  you  to  make  it  the  main  work  and  baiiaefs  of  this 
iiour,  to  exerdfe  yopr faith  upon  JefnsChrift.  S^et  yonrfelves  ihi^ 
day  to  believe :  The  iabre  iRrong  the  direft  a^  of  ypar  faith  ihfdJC 
l(e,  the  more  clear  and  comfortable  its  reflex  a^s  are  like  to  be. 

There  are  three  diftinfl:  offices,  or  emplo;iaents%  pur  falrfai 
a?  this  table,  tJjjZf        "      :.  ^  ^         ,    /-        "    .  » 


t.  Toitpply. 

3.  Tomer,  from  Ac  fufieriDg^i of  Jcfos  Chrift. 
.  I.  To  rcirfize  flue  lisUJS^iogsof  Chrift  for  you,  «Ddbebo)4 
ib^ai  here  reprelesied  m  n  true  glaft  cq  di«  eye  of  huh.  Sco 
joii  t^mc  t»HKd  t>r(Aevi,  ^pd  tbat  Hfi»t  poored  otic  ?  As  ftire  9$ 
^bii  19  foj  jcTqiS  C^brift  ejMored  the  crdi,  fp&r^  the  wintb  of' 
^  grent  ibd  terrijble  God»  m  bi«  Ibql,  aod  to  his  body,  opoa 
%h9  ^fed  tree,  for,  nnd  ia  the  room  of  poor  coodeixiQed  Cm^ 
pt$s,  Yofir  faith  for  tbe  oac  batb  as  mucb,  yea^  nore  ccrtaia** 
ty,  thm  yoiir  ibofe  iM^tb  for  tbe  other.  **  This  is  a  faUttf^l 
^*  &f\9ig,  lapd  w^rtby  of  ajl  aogeputioQ*  tbat  Mus  Chrift  camo 
''/into  thf  world  to  ia?e  fionerf»"  1  Tim.  i,  15.  **  And  witb« 
^*  o«t  co^rroyerfy,  great  is  tbe  nyOery  of  godii^efs ;  God  wj^s 

V  i^tmiMed  10  ibc  delb/'  ^i:-  1  Tioi.  iii.  16. 

.  9.  Apply  tbe  fufleriogs  of  Cbrift  this  day  to  thioe  owo  (bul  t 
ScUeve  ajl  this  tp  be  Joae  9fid  iu^red  ia  tby  room,  and  for  thy 
£ike.  He  o^ed.  oot  this  facnfioe  for  bia  owo  fiof^  bof  oiirsf 
IfiL  iiii.  9.  Heb.  vii.  27.    He  was  iocaroate  for  you,  I{a.  ix.  6. 

V  For  us  a  child  is  bpra ;  to  us  a  fou  is  given,"  His  death  was 
for  you,  and  10  your  lte^4,  CaL  iii,  13,  ''  He  was  ntade  a  cur(e 
•'  for  us  ;•*  au4  when  he  arofe  from  the  deid,  "  be  rofe  for  our 

^  **  juftifieatiod/*  |U)m«  It.  2*5.  And  now  hr  is  ia  glory,  at  the 
i:igbt-^and  of  God»  be  is  theit  for  us,  Heb*  ▼ii.  25.  ''  He  ever 
**  livesr  to  make  interceflion  for  us/*  It  was  the  pride,  paiT- 
i|ba,  earthiinefs,  and  unbelief  of  thy  heart,  which  Jefus  Chrift 
groaned,  bled,  and  died,  to  procure  a  pardon  for. 

3*  Infer  from  tbe  fufieriogs  of  Chrid,  thofe  coodufioos  of 
Caitb  that  tend  (o  alfuraucc.  As  thus  1  Did  Chrift  die  for  me, 
lichen  I  wa&an  enemy  i  Then  lurely,  being  reconciled,  I  (ball 
be  fdvtd  by  bis  life,  Rom.  v,  i  o.  Again ;  Is  Chrift  dead  for  roe  f 
Then  I  (ball  never  die  eternally.  Nothing  (hall  ''  feparate  mc 
"  from"  the  Jove  of  God  ;  it  is  Chrift  that  died,"  Rom.  viii.  34. 

Direction  IIL  Moqrd  over  all  thofe  (ins,  that  icaole  the  l^ord 
to  hide  his  face  from  your  ibuls.  Have  you  gritvcd  the  Spitk 
by  your  fins  ?  O  be  grieved  for  it  this  d^j^al  your  very  hearts  ; 
cover  the  table  of  jhe  I»otd  with  tears  :  '*  Look  open  him  whom 
**  you  have  pierced^  and  moiun  as  for  an  only  ion.**  Though 
there  he  no  merit,  yet  there  is  much  mercy  in  a  broken  heart 
for  fiQ ;  and  there  is  no  fuch  advantage  to  get  your  hearts  bro- 
i;en,  as  this  is,  which  is  now  before  you.  When  the  (hower 
of  repentance  is  fallen,  tbe  heavens  over  thee  may  be  clear,  and  ^ 
t^e  fun  ftiine  out  in  its  brightness  upon  thy  ibul. 
'  DinSUon  IV.  in  a  word;  pour  out  thy  foul  to  God,  in  bear tj 
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defireSy  for  a  (etled  and  clear  intereft  in  his  love  this  day  :  TcH 
him,  it  is  a  mercy  thou  valued  tbo?e  life  ;  tiy  favour  is  het^ 
ttr  than  life,  Pfal.  Ixii .  3.  Tell  him,  thoa  art  not  able  to  live 
with  the  jealoufies  and  lurptcioos  of  his  love;  thoa  art  hot  a 
tormeot  to  thyfelf,  whiiH  thy  iotereft  in  Yfit  love  abides  under  a 
cloud.  Befeecfa  him  to  pity  thy  poor  afflicted  foul,  which  hath 
lain  down  and  rifen  fo  long  with  thefe  fears  and  tremblings,  aad 
been  a  ftranger  to  comfort  for  fo  many  days.  Tell  him,  hoNir 
weak  thy  hands  have  been,  and  (liil  are,  in  duties  of  obedience^ 
for  want  of  this  ftrength  and  encouragement.  Engage  thy  foal 
to  him  this  day»  to  be  more  aAivc,  chearful»  and  fruitful,  ia 
his  fervice  ;  if  it  will  pfeafe  him  now,  to  free  thee  from  tho(e 
lears  and  doubts,  that  have  clogged  thee  in  all  thy  former^du- 
ties.  O,  cry  onto  him  in  the  words,  and  with  the  deep  fenfe 
of  the  fponfe  in  this  text ;  ''  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thy  hearty 
'*  (which  hath  a  mod  vehement  heat,)  as  a  feal  upon  thine 
**  arm :  for  love  is  ftrong  as  death  ;  jealoufy  is  croel  as  the 
•*  grave ;  the  coals  thereof  arc  coals  of  fire,**  ifc. 


THE    TWELFTH 
MEDITATION, 

UPON 

EpH. lii.  19.   — And  t9  hn&w  the  hve  cf  Chrift^  which  pajjetb 
knowledge. 

•X'HE  knowledge  of  Chrilft,  and  of  his  love,  is  defrrvedly,  ia 
•*•  this  place,  fct  down  among  the  deftderatd  Chriftianorum^ 
the  moO  dcfirable  enjoyments  of  believers  in  this  world.  This 
ioVe  of  Chrift  had  centered  the  apoftle's  heart ;  he  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  meditation  and  admiration  of  it,  and  would 
have  all  hearts  inflanried  and  affcfted  with  it,  'as  his  was. 

Some  think  the  apoftle  fpeaks  extatically  in  this  place,  and 
knows  not  how  to  ipake  the  partsiof  his  difcourfe  coniiftent 
with  each  other,  when  he  puts  them  upon  endeavours  to  know 
that  love  of  Chrift,  which  himTelf  confeffes  to  pafs  knowledge* 

But  though  his  heart  was  ravi(hed  with  the  love  of  Chrift, 
yet  there  is  do  conrradiftiod  or  iDconfiftency  in  his  difcourfe. 
He  doth  earneftly  defire  for  the  Ephefians,  that  they  may  know 
the  love  of  Chrift  ;  i.  e.  that  they  might  experimentalfy  know 
his  love,  which  paffeth  knowlrdge :  That  is^  as  fomc  expound 
it,  air  other  kinds  of  knowledge;  yea^  and  all  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  whidi  is  not  prafiiical  and  experimental.    Or  thus ; 
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Labour  to  get  the  dcareft  aod  fulled:  appreheofive  koowledge  of 
Chrifl^  and  his  love,  that  is  attaloable  ia  this  world,  though  yon 
caiitiot  arrive  to  a.  perfeft  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  either. 
Mens  humana  hoc  et  capit,  et  non  capit ;  atque  in  co  capita  quod 
rapitur  in  aAnitationem :  as  others  reconcile  it. 
I    The  note  from  it  is, 

DoA.    that  the  hve  of  Chrifi  furpajfes^  and  tranfcends^  the 
knowledge  <f  the  moft  iliuminated  believers. 

The  love  of  Chrift  is  too  deep  for  any  created  underftanding 
to  fathom  ;  it  is  unfearchable  love,  and  it  is  fo  in  divers  re- 
fpeas. 

1.  It  is  nnrearcbable,  in  refpef^  of  its  antiquity  :  No  under- 
Aanding  of  man  can  trace  it  back  to  its  firA  fpring ;  it  flows 
from  one  eternity  to  another.  We  feceivfe  the  fruits  and  cfFefts 
of  it  now ;  but,  O  how  ancient  is  that  root  that  bears  them  ! 
He  loved  us  before  this  world  was  made,  and  will  continue  ifo  ta 
dO)  when  it  (hall  be  reduced  into  afhes.  It  is  faid,  Prov.  viii.  29. 
30,  31.  •*  When  he  gave  the  fea  his  decree,  when  he  appoint- 
*'  ed  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ;  then  was  I  by  him,  as  one 
**  brought  up  with  him;  and  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing 
"  always  before  him  :  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  hi& 
**  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with  the  fans  of  men." 

2.  The  frcenefs  ©f  the  love  of  Chrift  paffes  knowledge.  No 
man  knows,^  nor  can  any  words  exprefs,  how  free  the  love  of 
Chrift  to  his  people  is:  It  is  faid,  Ifa,  Iv.  8.  My  thoughts  are 
not  ypur  thoughts^  The  meaning  is.  My  gr ace ^  mercy i  and 
love  to  you,  is  one  thing,  as  it  is  in  ipy  thoughts,  and  quite 
another  thing  when  it  comes  into  your  thoughts.  In  my 
thoughts,  it  is  like  itfelf,  free,  rich,  ^nd  unchangeable ;  but 
in  your  thoughts  it  is  limited  and  narrowed,  pinched  in  within 
your  ftrait  and  narrow  conceptions  ;  that  it  is  not  like  itfelf, 
but  altered  according  to  the  model  and  platform  of  creatures, 
according  to  which  you  draw  it  in  your  minds.  Alas  !  we  do 
but  alter  and  fpoil  his  love,  when  we  think  there  is  any  thing 
in  us,  or  done  by  us,  that  can  be  a  motive,  inducement,  or  re- 
comp^nce  to  it.  His  love  i^  (b  free,  that  it  pitched  itfelf  upon 
us,  before  we  had  any  lovelincfs  in  us  at  all :  **  When  we  Were 
•*  in  6dr  blood,  he  faid  unto  us,  live ;"  and  that  was  the  time- 
of  love.  It  did  not  ftay  till  we  had  our  ornaments  upon  us ; 
but  embraced^  us  in  our  blood,  in  our  moft  loathfome  ftate  ; 

♦  and  of  all  feafons,  that  is  the  feafon  of  love,  the  chofen  time 
of  love,  Ezek.  xvi.  7,  8.  Chrift  loved  us,  not  upon  the  account 
of  apy  fprefeen  excellency  in  us,  or  upon  any  expe^ation  of 
recompence  from  us :  Nay,  he  loved  us  npt  only  without^  but 
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iigaiiift  oor  deferts.  Nothiog  id  oatare  is  foodd  fe  fite,  as 
love  of  Chrift  is  ;  oor  tbottghts  therefore  of  fbi»love  goiag  btf- 
joai  ail  tsimfdes'smd  inftances  th^t  are  found  amoogft  me^ 
qaicfcljr  lofe  themfelves  la  an  immeftfe  oceila  of  fr^e  grace^  trhere 
Ihey  cao  find  ncitfaer  bai>k  nor  bottom. 

T^ic  bounty  add  liberality  of  the  love  df  Chtitt  tofcfepeo- 
plk,  pafieth  knowledge.  Wlio  can  nnmber,  dr  valne  iht  frulrt 
of  his  love  ?  They  are  more  than  the  &Qd»  npoo  the  fea  ihore: 
Irwootd  weary  the  arm  of  ati  angel,  to  write  down  the  thoo- 
iandth  piirc  of  the  efFeAs  of  bis  love,  which  eonie  to  the  (hare 
of  any  particular  ChriAian  in  this  world.  Who  can  tell  hom 
tnaey  fins  k  pardons  ?  *^  The  free  gift  is  of  mrany  offence^ 
**  uttio  jjuAificatbn  ;*'  Rom.  v.  i9.  How  lixany  dangers  it  pre^ 
Vents ;  or  how  many  wants  it  fupplies  ?  This,  we  know,  that 
«•  of  his  fulncft  we  all  receive  grace  for  grtce-^*'  John  t  i4 
But  how  foil  of  grace  Chrift  is,  and  how  many  mercies  have 
flowed,  and  (ball  (k>w  to  tis  ont  of  that  fountain  of  love  ;  th%i 
is  nnkaowQ  to  slea,  to  the  beft,  wtleft,  and  moft  obfervant 
men,.  O  if  the  records  of  the  mercies  of  our  Hves  were,  or 
conid  be  gathered  and'  kept,  what  vafl  Volttmei  would  they 
fweUtof  ft  is  true,  indeed,  you  hsive  the  total  fam  ghreii 
yon  in  i  (ior.  iii.  %ii  Jit  are  yours ;  bat  it  is  foth  a  oiitiiber; 
as  no  man  can  namber. 

The  conftancy  of  Chrlft's  loVe  to  his  people  paffeth  know- 
ledge :  Mo  length  of  time,  bo  diltance  of  placef  no  change  d 
cencUtion,  either  with  him  or  tis,  can  polfibly  make  airy  altera- 
tion of  his  affedions  towards  ns;  *'  He  is  the  fame  yefierday^ 
«*  to-day,  and  for  ever,**  Rcb.  xiih  9.  It  is  ndted  alfo  by  thi 
<vange)ift,  Johnxlii.  f^  '*  That  having  loVed  his  own  Whidi 
•*  were  in  the  woi?ld,»  he  Ibved  them  to  the  end."  It  is  true, 
his  coaditiidn is  altered;  he  is  iidmore  in  this  worJd  converfin^ 
With  bis  people,  as  he  did  once  in  the  days  ef  his  jiejb :  He  li 
now  at  the  right*hand  of  GoAf  in  the  htgheft  glory;  botyet 
his  heart  is  the  fame  that  ever  it  was,  for  teve  and  tendernefetb 
bis  people.  Onr  conditions  alio  are  ofteii  aTteredin  this  world; 
bo t  his  love  fufTers  no  alteration.  Yea,  which  is  mndi  more 
admirable,  we  do  many  things  daily,  that  grieve  him,  and  €& 
fend  him ;  yet  he  takes  not  aWay  his  Idving^kindnefs  from  os. 
ibar  full'rs  his  faithfulbefs  to  fail.  We  pour  out  fo  much  cold 
^ater  of  anktndnels  and  provocation,  as  is  enough  to  cool  and 
cfoench  any  love  in  the  world,  except  his  love  ;  but  notwith- 
ing  aH,  he  contiotics  nnchangeable  in  iove  to  us.  This  Peter 
fo»nd,  notwithftanding  that  great  offend? df  his:  Nofooocr 
/was  the  Lord:  tika  froBi  tha^di  btH  h^  greets  hisfa^is  tiMr 
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-  So  thitii  the  ldv6  df  CJirift  is  a  love  tranfrtftdittg  fell  cfeaturc- 
lovt,  Ulid  h^diati  tiod^rfliifid'mg.  Wfs  read  id  Rom.  V.  7,  8. 
that  '*  per^d^tttore  for  a  good  oliiaby  iome  woulci  eveh  dare  to 
^*  dW  f  hM  Mre  ricver  fiurf  vi^heri  any,  Befide  Jelfus  Chrili, 
would  lay  down  his  life  for  edennes*  It  i^  recorded  as  an  uh" 
^ai-aileted  iHftaice  of  \o^  it  datxton  and  JPythias,  the  fwb  Si- 
tillai  jphilorof^her^,  fhat^ach  had  dotrrage  enoo^  to  die  For  his 
^rietKf  One  of  tikm  }btmg  coddcihoed  to  die  by  the  tyi^ant ; 
#lvd  dfefiriBg  ict  give  th^  laft  farewel  to  his  fatoify ;  his  friend 
went  \tLio  pfifoa  for  htttt^  as  his  furety  to  die  for  hiih,  if  he  re- 
tlirncd  Dol  at  thte  appbrdtcd  ixint :  Bfut  he  AA  tiot  die  ;  yea,  he 
had  fuch  a  contidetic^  id  hi^  fHettd,  tifiat  h6  would  not  fu^cr 
hita  by  defatilt  to  itt  for  htm  ;  and  if  he  had,  yet  he  had  diei 
for  hii  friend.  Bit  fnch  <vas  the  l6Ve  of  Chrift,  that  it  did 
not  only  ptft  hilt  \hto  dinger  of  deaths  b\)t  ptit  hM  a^natly 
yni^  dea^h,  y^t,  the  wbrff  of  deaths,  aiid  that  fOr  his  eneniics. 
O  M'hat  nianncr  of  Jb^  is  this  !  We  read  <rf  the  loyd  that  Jacob 
had  for  Racliel,  ^nd  how  he  etiduted  botl^  rfie  cold  6f  winter, 
itid  heat  df  fuoiiiier,  for  her  f^tce.  Aot  what  is  ^Ms  to  th^ 
hvt  of  Jefus,  who  for  us  endrited  tht  heJit  of  G6dli  \frrath  > 
Befide,  (he  *^as  Beautiful,  but  We  ahlovefy.  David  Wiftied  fat 
Abfvilooi  hh  fon,  f9^oufd  &9d  I  had^Afot  tUe!  ^ut  it  was  but 
it  ^ifii ;  atid  had  it  come  to  ilhe  pt(y>fy  David  would  hav6 
itixx6i}kti  fron^  deatfB,  fof  all  the  afTeAioh  he  bare  his  beautifut 
iah.  But  Qirift  ^Atlally  giaive  his  life  ^or  us,  add  did  n6t  ohlf 
#ift  he  Sad  dotte  it.  O  love,  tranfcenditig  the  lovg  of  crea- 
tures ;  yea,  and  faroiiotinting  all  creature-knowledge  !  ^ 
The  ufei  follo\Ji^. 

i.lffe.  If  tht;  loVe  of  Chriff  pifs  fedo^Ied^e,  O  then  adihirc 
it !  yea,  TWe  and'  die  in  the  wonder  and  adffliraflon  of  the  love 
of  Ghrift  J  As  it  is  a  figd  of  great  weaktiefs,  to  ainilre  fmall 
ati](d  cotntiu^n  thlftgs ;  fd  it  fpeaks  grieat  fttkf^idity  not  to  be  af- 
fefted  with  great  and  unufual  things,  O  Chriftiai^ !  if  thou  be 
6ti  that  coiiVerfeft  with  the  thoughts  of  this  loVe,  thoti  canft 
not  but  dd^ire  it ;  and  the  more  thou  flddieft,  the  more  Hilf 
^ilt  thou  be  aftpniftied  at  it.  And  among  the  niany  wondd^s 
that  will  appear  in  the  love  of  Chri{t»  thefe  two  will  moH  at 
all  affcft  thee,  v/^.  • 

I.  That  dver  it  jiitched  at  fir  It  oh  thee..  • 

i.  Thar  it  is  not,  by  fo  maiiy  fins,  quenched  toward*  thfce. 

1.  It  isacfmkable,  th^t  ever  the  love  of  Chrill  pitched  ^t  firft 
Vot.  Via,  S  f 
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Dpon  thee ;  for  are  there  not  mtllioas  la  the  world,  of  (we^fet 
tempc ri,  and  better  conftitotioos  thaa  tbyfclf,  whom  it  tatli 
pafled  by,  and  yet  embraced  thee  ?  **  Lord,  ((aid  ttse  difci- 
•*  pies)  how  is  it,  that  thoo  wilt  maaifeft  thyfelf  iiDto  ua,  and 
M  pot  unto  the  world  ?"  John  xiv.  22.  Surely  be  did,  not  fct 
his  love'  upon  thee,  nor  chafe  thee,  becaufe  ihoa  waft  better 
ihan  others,,  bnt  bcciufe  he  loved  thee. 

2.  It  is  admirable,  that  his  love  to  thee  is  not  extiogoilhed 
by  fo  many  fins,  as  thoo  had  committed  againft  him.  Lay  thy 
hand,  ChriAian,  this  day  upon  thy  heart  f  and  bethink  thyfelf, 
how  many  have  been  the  provocations,  wrongs,  and  difhonoura 
thoQ  ha(\  been  gu'tky  of  againil  thy  God,  and  that  iioce  he 
called  thee  by  Ms  grace,  and  fet  his  love  upon  thee.  What, 
and  yet  lore  thee  Aill !  Yea,  notwithftanding  all,  he  is  ftill  thy 
God,  and  lores  thee  With  an  unchangeable  love.  O,  with  how 
many  notwithAandings  is  his  love  continued  to  thy  foul  J  All 
this  is  juA  matter  of  admiration  and  wonder  for  ever. 

3.  Is  the  love  of  ChriA  paA  knowledge,  an  unfearchable 
love  ?  Then  learn,  whence  and  why  it  is,  that  the  ibuls  of 
believers  never  are,  nor  can  be  tired,  in  beholding  and  enjoying 
Jefus  ChriA.  We  uJle  to  fay,  one  thing  is  tirefome ;  and  it  is 
very  true,  if  it  be  an  earthly  thing,  it  will  be  fo,  how  fweet 
or  excellent  fo«ver  it  feemsi  at  fir  A:  And  the  reafon  is,  be- 
caufe the  beft  creature-enjoyment  is  but  a  fiiallow  thing,  and  a 
few  thoughts  will  found  it  to  the  bottom  ;  and  there  being,  no 
fupply  of  new  matter,  to  feed  the  hungry  foul  upon,  it  is 
qnickly  fated  and  cloyed  with  the  repetition  of  the  fame  thing 
over  and  over.  But  it  is  far  otherwife  in  Cbrift :  For  though 
he  be  but  one,  yet  in  that  one  thing  all  things  are  virtually  and 
eminently  contained  ;  fo  that  every  day  he  feems  a  new  Chrift 
for  fweetnefs,  and  yet  is  the  fame  ChriA  Aill.  And  in  heaven 
the  redei:med  Aiall  view  him  with  as  much  wonder,  and  love 
him  with  as  much  ardour,  aftek-  millions  of  years,  as  they  did  at 
their  fir  A  fight  of  him.  O,  there  is  no  bottom  in  the  love  of 
ChriA  ;  it  pafleth  knowledge. 

4.  In  a  word  ;  BeAow  your  beA  and  chiefcft  love  upon 
Chrift,  whofe  love  to  you  pafleth  all  knowledge.  Let  no  crea- 
ture be  loved  equally  with  Chrift  ;  but  as  his  love  to  you  pafl[eth 
all  creature-love,  fo  le»  yours  to  him  be  a  matchlefs  love. 

Believer  ;  Chrift  loves  thee  with  an  unfearchable  love  ;  he 
Joves  thee  more  than  the  deareft  friend,  that  is  as  thine  own 
fault  lores  thee.  He  loves  thee  more  than  thou  loveft  thy  child, 
gr  the  wife  of  thy  bofom  ;  more  than  thy  foul  loves  thy  body, 
with  w!iich  it  is  fo  intimately  united  :   And  wilt  thou  ccntcjat 
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iftiytclf  with,  foch  poor,  narrow,  rcmifs  aiTeAions  to  Jtfus 
Cbrift  ?  O  look  upon  htm  this  day  in  his  red  glarments  !  Be- 
l)old  hioi^  in  the  iircngrh  of  his  love,  breaking  through  the 
cnrfeof  the  law,  the  wrath  of  God,  the  agonic  of  death,  to 
bj;iQg  home  the  fruits  of  his  eternal  love  to  thy  foul ;  and 
whilft  thou  art  beholding,  and  muflng  upon  it,  let  the  heart. 
melt,  thy  eyes  drop,  and  thy  very  foul  cry  out,  **  Behold  how 
^» .  he  loved  me !  Bleffcd  be  God  for  Jefus  Chrift-*'       , 


A     F   A    M    I   L    I   A   R 

e  O  N  F  ERE  N  C  E 

*  BETWEENA 

MINISTER  AND  A  DOUBTING  CHRISTIAN, 
C  O  K  C  E  R  N  I  N  G      THE 

SACRAMENT  of  the  LORD's  SUPPER, 

Chrijlian.']  C  I R,  If  U  may  be  no  interruptten  to  your  ftudics, 
*^   I  would  be  glad  to  be  refolved  of  feveral  doubts, 
that  arife  in  my  mind>  about  receiving  the  blefled  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  fnppcr, 

Minifter.'J   «  I  (hall  be  very  glad  to  contribute  any  thing  for . 
*  removing  thofe  fcruples  which  may  diAurb  you  upon  that  ac- 
«  count ;  therefore,  pray  go  on.* 

Cbriftian.'}  Sir,  I  have  heard  many  fermoas,  and  read  (everal 
dtfcouffes,  which  do  much  urge  and  declare  the  neceffity  of 
communicating  in  this  bleffed  ordinance  ;  and  yet  I  durft  never 
prefume  to  join  therein. 

Minijier.']  «  Have  you  then  hitherto  lived  in  the  negleft  of 
«  this  iihportant  duty.' 

ChrifiianJ]  To  fpeak  freely,  Sir,  I  never  yet  did  comftinni- 
cate  therein  all  ray  life ;  becaufe.  I  have  much  queflioned,  whe- 
ther I  were  worthy  to  receive  that  blefTed  and  holy  feal,  to  th6 
glory  of  God,  and  my  own  edification  and  comfort ;  fince  I 
never  truly  underftood  the  inltitution,  nature,  adminiftration, 
and  ends  of  it,  nor  the  qualifications  of  thpfe  who  are  to  be 
prtakers  thereof^  according  to  the  appointment  of  Jefus 
Cbrift.  .    S  f  a  :  ' 


MinifienPi   *  yf^W  thcp»  X  boff,  if  thcfe  OdPgl  be  jlUisif 

*  ojpei^al  to  yoo,  it  m^y  piick  condncc  t^  M(s%  yo«p  fcraplcs.* 

(;^f  j/fion.;]  $ir,  I  A^all  rcoeiyci  yoiK  i^rqOio9s  vitk  thaok-i 
(olncfs,  vi4j  if  my  heart  Receive  me  oqt>  (kail  r^eioe  ia  the ' 
l^t  «^  knowledge  tbfit  I  may  gala  |heMt>y. 

f  of  a  iiQCcre  Chrii^iaii  io  gei^er^ ;  ai|4  feemfAy^  of  tbe  cyatL^ 
'  lificatioot  et  (^^  Cbr|(V^|V«»  a»  ar^  194^1  tq  yunake  of  the 
'  Lord*s  fopper ;  for  tkey  are  dl(lioft»  and  fometimes  (eparate.* 

Cbpjfiiam.'}  I  hope,  ia  doing  this,  ypn  wi|l  macb  help  me  to 
jodge  of  my  pr^feo^  Aafe  apd  copditipQ  God- ward.  And  now, 
in  the  firfl  place*  pray  inform  me»  how  I  may  know  if  I  am  a 
igqcere  Chridigi^ 

Minjfiy^^   '  All  tnye  be^qivert,  among^  othro  gracei>   hase 

*  fach  a  knowledge  of  God  in  ChriA»  as  works  by  love,  aod 

*  fttrs  op  in  them  aqi  e^nf(l  Ai^y  pf  the  will  of  God,  and  a 
'  fiocere  endeavour  to  live  in  the  faith,  knowledge,  and  prac- 

*  t^ceof  i%: 

Chrijlian']  Sir,  I  cannot  boafl:  of  my  knowledge;  yet,  by 
the  grace  of  G^d  Oi^wed;  tafn^ ,  thqfe  eoocap t^iMis  which  I  have 
of  God  in  Chrift,  have,  1  hope,  fo  far  prevailed  upon  me, 
tkat  t9  live  in  liip  Mo^^edge,  lovf  ^  anjj  wioyn^ftr  rf  fafav 
and  to  have  my  all  devoted  to  his  will  and  praife,  is  all  the  hea- 
ven, tbat  I  define  in  thi»  wodd,»  a^d  agre^  pa(i<|f  ib^t  M^lifEkB 
hope  for  ip  the  world  to  come. 

Miniften']    *  Theieare  good  rign$  pf  a,  rea^^  tfl^  Hm^m^A 

*  change  in  yonr  foul,  and  fp  doubtlefs  have  \yr<3^iigibt'gpiQ<kdifiv 

*  l^iitions  ip  you;   of  which  you  ha^ye b^d  cvidcmea  iH  your 

*  heari;,  a^d  hp^ve  made  it  appear  iu  your  :lif^  and  afbioQ^' 

Cbrifiian.^  I  wonid  be  loth  to.flatter  myfeif ;  b^f  ye|  I  hope, 
^biit  1^  fincl  fome  de%ht  ia  the  word  of  Qod,  fa^th  cqad-and 
'  preached  :  aod.doCbriouaymedjtaie  thereof*  thsitl  may  *'  gcow) 
*'  in  graipi^  and  in  the  l^nowitdge  of  Jefos  Chrift  our  LordL'^ 
Atid  tlk)' 1  am  fometimes  tempted  with  vile  andiVaiathongl|ta,| 
ypt  I  endeavour,  to  Qifl^  thj^m,  a^id-my  heart  mfes  ag^nqft.  them* 
I  thank  God.  I  ftrive  to  refift  the  firft  aitutions  fo  fiav  aada*- 
void  all  oci^afionis^oC  evil ;  ^i  I  am  n^v^r  mpne  tin^aiy,  than 
whr;a  I  bf^PP^o.  into  the  cQiapany  of  proph^K  ^tld  ill  p^fiie, 
b^vjng  an  hatred  toiymgt,  obfcebe  ai^d  filthy  dKoO^ries.  fweae^ 
Iptg,  cprfiqg,  a^d,  a|l;  di%QQ9ur*able  reSe^tipps.  upon  God  aad, 
godlinefs.  I, make  confcieocf;  of  taking  up  a  flandpr  againft  my/ 
peighbpur;  ^nd  to  b^  ja(V^  and;  to  do  good;  to  alii  accordiogi 
to  my  ability,  aod  "  to  w^Wio  »U  ibc  ^QfOVaftdrnfiOtl  of  (ho. 
V  Lord,  bUmeWi': 


Mmfi/ke'  and  a  dbukfkg  Chfi/ikn.  3  a; 

MSmift^^   *  If  tbefe  be  tlie  fruiis  aod  eSe&s  of  your  fidkh; 

*  k  i$  opt  a  dead!  faith  9  yd  ve  oihI^  Dot  reft  npea  onr  own^ 
^  wovkSy  09  f ighl€OiifiM&,  for  jttAificaiioi^  raerit,  or  iatisfac- 
^  tipir ;  becaro^  it  vull  ba  der6gaie»y  10  the  merits  a^d  rlglrte- 

*  oofnefs  of  Jefas  Chrift>  aod  dangefons  to  our  ewft  fouh.* 

Cht^im^i  Sir,  k  know  right  wett,  that  theee  Is  00  joftifica- 
Ha&»  b«a  by  tfat  btoodef"  Jaiua;  Derther  dare  f  iruft  fo  mjwifR 
yighteoofiu^,  b«i  K»htiQ^y»  fot  the  pardon  and  remklkm of 
BUf  &m.  Am^  If  by  g^<;e  I  am  cMbted  h»  fcriog  forih  a^y 
fruit  iseec  for  a  go^t  fai«h,  i«p«ft«aQee,  aad  >o?e ;  rt)eft  t 
bfals  Goi  to9,  aaa  part  of  myda^yaod  happse/a,  aoddefire 
apt  looli  OD  tbeii>  ^  ftook^  of  f«ii|h»  (if  tbey  are  wevthy  ta  be 
&ch:):  ai>d  iM»odiQivnt&. 

Mm^er.'}  *  Tbi»  i»  wiH.  B»«  dayeo  fiad  your  foirf  ahraya 
*"  m  a^  good  IraoieaRdtempery  M^thoot  haltmgs,  flips,  or  extor- 
«  fioas)' 

eknytian.'}  Sir,  i  dareoo«  fay  I  do:  for  I  meft*  with  forrovgp 
adnouriedge,  that  ar  fometkses  my  tboirghts  are  po^«cd,  xof 
«oid(<  aie  wki^omYf  twltboift  edifkaiioii,  my  a^iees  not  a« 
doroiDg  the  doftrioe  of  the  gofpel  of  God  my  Saviour  ^  btrc 
ijaeh  aa  I  fsar  may  prove  a  grief  aodf  fbare  \o  others.  My  fpi* 
ufenal  reliflbof  God>  word  k  «ery  isiipid,  and  its  aotftority  not 
fe^&ofillly  pewerfbl ;  fo  that }  am  tinreai^  to^aoy  thing  that^ia 
good,  even  Yk»  »dead  maa>  aa  if  m;  reiigioa  teid  00  life  cor 
(ant;  io  it. 

Mmiftur.'}  *  Wril ;  bot  whett  you  thos  f^ll  ioto  fin,  or  hH 
^  ia  yioiir  duty,  vrb^t  do  yoa  think,  of  yonriel^  and  ways  ^ 

*  Howi  are  jiou  affedted  thet^witb  ^' 

(Shtti/l^.2  When  lam  in  IMS'  d^lorable  CQiK!itioo,  my 
iettl  is.  much  diftnrbed,  my  J03P  and^  peace  of  conicience  are 
gc»)c:  but  when  I  am  a  little  pouzedoutof  t4!its*  fitiftii  leihat^gy,* 
my  bean  is  then,  melted  with  fiMTOw'for  my  foliy  and  m^fcar- 
ril^ev  and  I  addnefe  myfdf  to-  God  wirii  the  gi«eateft  fear  and 
fiiame^  humbly  impkMring  him-  ro  r£tmu  a  righp  Spirit  within 

Minifigr.'}^  *  WtlH  fwend*  if  your  confcieoce  cosfinns  whtrr 
'-  your  tongue  has  uttered,  you  have  cxpreiled  enough  to  evi- 
••  dence  the  flncerity  of  your  obedience  to  Go^,  and  that'  yon 
'•  arc  a  fouud^  believer,  and  a  fiiicerc  convert.  And  I  hope*  yon^ 
*»  have< faith aifb  in  Jtftis  Chrift,  the  mediator  ;  without  a  doc 
<  refpe^^'to^whom,  om-  faith  and-good  affcAions  will  not  deicrve- 

*  the  name  of  being  truly  evangelical  and  favmg.'^        - 
filn^$KdwO  'Ffarongh igrace,  1  defiretoacknowiedgeaQdem. 

UM6e.da»  boi^i <|if«s«CbrU^  upon  the^  tecmsoft-wMch  he  is  uf.* 


3i6  Af/inMar  Cahfennci*  hitwein  a^ 

fered  in  the  goTpel ;  to  believe  all  bis  doftrineS}  as  my  teacher 
and  guide;  to  troQ  aod  depend  opoohim,  as  the  **  High-pr»ft 
'*  of  oar  profedion,  who  makes  atoQement  by  his  facrifice  aod 
*'  iotera-ifioD."  Aod  I  defire  to  fubmit  to  his  gOTeromeot,  aar 
Lord  and  Kiog  of  bis  chorch. 
Mimjtm2  '  Thefe  are  very  coafiderable  attaioments,  and  ia- 

*  clode  the  fubftaoce  of  iavio^-faith.  Bat  are  yoa  (enfibie  bow 
'  you  arrived  to  this  good  difpofitioa  and  frame  of  miad  ?  Do 
'  you  imagine  it  was  oatucai  to  you,  or  the  refolc  of  cbe  im- 
^  provement  of  your  natural  reafon,  powers,  or  faculties  ?' 

Chriftian.l  Oh,  Sir,  I  dare  by  no  means  afaibe  that  to  na- 
ture, which  is  only  the  efTeA  of  divine  grace.  If  I  have  any 
meafure  of  faoAificatioo,  it  is  only  by  the  gift  and  grace  of 
God ;  for  I  have  had  too  much  experience,  that  by  natare  I 
am  alive  to  vanity  aod  iin  ;  but  dead  and  iifcleft  to  God,  and* 
to  all  real  goodoefs;  that  I  amdarknels;  folly  poflefleth  ray* 
foul ;  I  am  at  enmity  with  God,  and  altogether  unable  to  will, 
or  to  do  what  is  pieafing  in  his  eyes  ;  having  a  great  contrarie- 
ty in  my  hjsart  to  the  way  of  falvatioa  propofed  in  the  gofpei  of 
Cbrift. 

Minifter.1  '  Aod  have  you  taken  up  ftrong  refolotlons,  rhac, 
'  by  the  help  of  God,  and  the  a/Tiilaoce  of  his  bieiled  Spirit, 

*  you  will  endeavour  to  perfevere  in  the  faith  and  practice 
^  which  you  have  now  declared,  to  your  life's  end  ?' 

Chrtftian.']  Sir,  there  is  nothing  that  I  more  dread  than  a*, 
poftatiziog,  or  relaxing  io  my  duty  and  profeflion,  and  that  ( 
ihoold  have  a  backOidiag  heart  from  ^he  Lord  ;  and  I  earneflly 
watch  and  pray  againfl:  every  fymptom  and  degree  thereof* 

Aiinifter.']  *  Do  yoo  think,  that  by  your  own  (Irengtb  aod 
'  ability,  you  have  power  to  perfevere  and  continue  in  the 
^  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpei ;  agaioft  the  many  tempta- 
'  tions  and  corruptioDS  that  ailault  us,  and  the  lamentable  mif- 

*  carriages  of  thofe  who  feemcd  pillars  in  the  houfc  of  God  ?* 
Chnfiian.'}  I  have  no  confidence  io  my  own  ability.  Sir,  laA 

fure  you ;  hot  do  wholly  rely  on  the  Rock  that  is  higher  fhfln  Is 
even  npoo  him  who  hath  promif<:d,  that  he  will  perfect  a  good 
work  begun  to  the  day  of  Chrift.  1  reft  upon  him,  who  is  the* 
author  and  fimjher  of  our  faith  ;  I  beg  his  holy  Spirit,  to  in- 
ftruft,  guide,  adift,  aod  comfort  me.  And  [  eameftly  defire 
aod  purpofe,  (by  the  grace  of  Qod)  to  expert  thofe  aids,  io  a 
cooftant  and  uDiverfal  atteodaoce  upon  God  in  bis  ordtnaoces,' 
with  ao  hootft,  humble,  and  believing  heart. 
'  Minijler.']  v*  Thefe  are  all  plain  evidences  of  the  favlog  grace 
{  of  God :  which  X  befeecb  the  Lord  may  always  continue^  9n4. 


r   Mmifiir  and  a  doubting  Cirj/lian.         '    %tf 

?:  ^<W  hi  your  heart  j  that  (b  you  may  have  a  full  aflbrance  of 
*'  his  love,  who  hath  dealt  fo  gracioufly  with  you.' 

Chriftian.']  The  Lord  grant,  that  in  the  fenfe  of  his  love  to 
aay  fouj,  1  may  walk  worthy  of  his. grace.     And  now.  Sir,  by 
what  has  been  faid,.  6q  you  think  1  may  prefume  to  feed  on  Je*' 
fus  Chrift  at  his  table,  and  receive  that  bleiTcd  (eal  of  my  Re- 
d^^mer's  love  I  .      ' 

,    Minifier.J  *  You  kflow  1  told  you,  that  a  man  may  be  a  true 
<  Cbriftian,  and  yet  may  not  be  fit  to  partake  of  this  holy  ordi*  , 
f  nance :  .  becaufe  |ie  may  believe  unto  ialvaibn,   &nd  yet  be  fo 
f ,  ignorant  of  this  myftery,  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  a  due 
^  application  of  it  to  his  own  foui.' 

.  CMJiian^yAh,  Sir,  T  would  willingly  be  informed,  what  is 
neceilary  to  i^  done  by  a  found  believer,  in  order  to  the  par* 
Caking  of  tbisbiefled  ordinance  I  , 

^  .Mimfier,']  *  Firfi,  He  muft  conlider,  that  the  elements  and 
f  matter  of  this  ordinance,  are  not  common  bread  and  wine 
'  after  confecration,  but  fet  apart  to  a  holy  u(e,  and  fo  to  be 
^  risceived  with  an  holy  undeiftanding  and  fear.  And  therefore 
'  the  Corinthians  were  blamed  by  the  apoftle,  for  their  igno- 
^  ranee  and  irreverence,    i  Cor.  xi.     Again,  that  thefe  ele- 

*  mcnts,  fo  blefled  and  fet  apart  by  Chrifl's  appointment,  do 
\  reprefeot  fa  crucified  Redeemer ;  and  we  are  to  partake  of 

*  them  with  love,  as  a  memorial  of  his  death  ;  and  with  faith, 

*  as  the  feal  of  the  promife,  and  the  means  appointed  by  God, 
'  to  convey  the  benefits  of  Chrift  crucified  to  the  ipul/ 

Chriftian.']  2\t,  thefe  confiderattons  raife  up  my  defire;  to- 
<^me  to  the  Lord's  .table,  which  I  hope  to  be  a  partaker  of, 
with  the  fame  fentiments  that  you  have  now  laid  before  me  ; 
and  that  I  fhall  feaft  miae  eyes  on  that  lovely  objeA,  which  is 
(o  ful|^f  love  ;  and  that  my  eye  wiU  fo  deeply  affeA  my  heart 
toward  my  holy  Redeemer,  that  I  may  meet  with  my  blefled 
Lord  in  all  the  ways  of  his  appointment. 

MinifierJ]  /  Again ;  you  ought  to  fet  your  foul  upon  felf-ex- 
*^  amination,  that  fo  yon  may  be  fenfible  of  your  wants  and  de- 
*.  ftQsy  and  come  to  Chrift  fpr  a  fupply  of  the  graces  of  his 

*  holy  Spirit ;  that  you  may  exercifc  faith,  jove,  repentance,. 
^  and  all  other  graces,  with  fuch  warmth  and  vigour,  that  Jefus 

*  Chrift  may  delight  in  yon,  and  you  in  him  ;    and  therfe  may 

*  be  a  mutual  and  joyfyl  renewing  of  your  covenant  of  love 

*  and  obedience  to  your  blefTcd  Saviour.' 

.  Chriftian,'\  Sir,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  there  ftiould  be  the 
:^ings  ancUexercife$  of  grace,  ^where  the  habits  are  wanting, 
no  more  than  there  coa  be  motion  without  life  :  but  it  ii&  ufiial- 


t    ^2^  AfamiUat  (imfirenct  Ml^m  d 

;    ]y  iaid,  that  the  holy  SicraoMot  is  a  qoidutti^,  tiheftffitftg; 
^   comfortiog,  and  oonfirmiog  ordlua^Ci. 

\       Minifiet.^  '  No  doabi  but  th^  worthy  {irefated  retahr^rft  of 
«  this  blefTed  baaquec,  have  by  a  due  pnl-tkf^tlafl  feaod  ih^k 

<  lofc  iofl&ived,  thek  faith  ftr^ngtHtoed,  thfitr  dbotidfiee  eoa- 
«  firoWBd,  tbeir  faualUey  klcreafed ;  fo  ihftt  fhey  hite  ap^re4 

•  vile  in  their  own  fight,  and  have  had  an  utter  dietelfalHSii  <l( 

•  aH  fill,  and  an  eamefl  cit^Aatidn  Md  ddfife,  sift«r  the  glo- 

<  rioof  appearance  6f  tberr  blefTed  Lord  sod  Re^eiiler/ 
Chriftian.^  Sir,  fmce  the  beftc^fit^  affid  bteiTitlfs  are  fd  greikt, 

xt  maket  loe  the  more  earfidthf  l<»ag  to  bef  a  c6iiiaiMyc»6l  id 
thefe  facred  mydcries. 

Mimfttt.-}  *  h  ts^  the  duty  of  dll  Chrift'tf  ifififti(fer»,  ti»  gtve 
«  the  lacradieAtal  bread  of  life,  add  ttfe  eup  o#  dsiiDidl^lGii*^  Id 
«  thofe  who  huager  and  thirft  after  J^f«a  Chrlil,  tiiA  his  figlH 
«  reoafnefe  dad  kli^dotn.   And  tid^^^  t  have  tdid  yod  yoiir  dtRy, 

•  I  ihall  be  wiUing  to  declsTre  tt^  you  the  0M«^e  ^M  the  drtMi- 
»  ftaftcea  6f  this  hldled  ordiAStfce/ 

Chrifitan:]  Str»  I  moft  codfieft  I  am  fldt  fe  ^bH  k»ftrti^fed 
hereia  $  and  if  i  may  aor  be  «9(^  m><i%lefoare,  Wotfki  b^  vel-y 
glad  to  tItiderOaaNt  5vhat  this  holy  ordifialice  id,  afid  wh^itis 
called  a  (acrameate 

MimJIn.'}    *  \l  i%t  feat  df  tfit  Co^^eAaAC  of  Odd  itt  Ctlr Sft, 

<  5vhereia.  by  certaia  oiitMfard  figirs^  isflkfi^ed  by^  ^r  Si^kMIr, 

<  CbriA.dad  all  his  benefits  are  figaKied,  dc^vtyed^  atid  k^d 
«  to  the  ^iPorthy  receiver.  Tfee  wdrd  fstrameftt  hath  been  ato- 
^.  deatiy  afed^  both  to  fignrfj^  baptlfia  «id  the  ftUpt*^  6f  rtie 

<  Loisd;  aid  wis  t^ken  ep^bf  the  adtielit  fathers,  ffe»ii»the^ 
<:  offth  by  which  the  Rdmad^^  fo^lcKeri  t^ere  fw^u  to  their  dtity, 

<  and  were  adt  adenlndd  to  be  fdldiers,  tfi(\\  ^hey  had  ro{eaH$<^ 
«  ly  tlaktfu  that  dath  or  fecramem.  k  i^  eaflfed  by  fevertfJ  o^^er 
^!  QAM^s  itt  rcffpthre,  naffiely,  hreaklffg  of  btetd,  Afis  ti  41. 
«  the  Lord's  table,  i  Cdr.  X.  2i.  the*  edidffi(mii3tt>  I  CioT.  It. 
\  i6J 

C^i^im.']  Pray,  Sir.  how  tfteay  faCf^«e*it9  Wer«?  Ihffittited* 
under  the  l*ew  Teftaureiit,  afid  by  whofc  aHjA^ky  #tre  t&tf 
appoiared  I  . 

Minifidr.']  *  There  are  oily  twd,  bai^tiflft,  Aid  ttee  Lot&^ 

•  fapfKrr ;   and  they  wetter  drdcfiiied  by  rhd  fole  and  iihttediate 

•  authority  df  J6fu»  Chrlft  ;  andthdre  ot*Wr  fi*e  ^hich  (tec  Pa* 

<  pifls  have  added,  aod  caHed^  by  (bat  name,   s(s  order,  or  or- 
'  ^  daioibg  of  prleft»,  peddatice,  itiahr)^,  confirtfiatlidA,  and  ex- 

1  rreii^  uisariQ&i  of  aflolntlDg  ^t  the  tour  df  death  i  all  thtiii^^ 


*:  tfeW  !l«!tffei^  i^iAc^iatett  iftftMrffed  b^  Chx\&]  odb  fea k  flic  ^ 

Chr0idn.t  Wtfiit  a^<f  tfc*  cfcftli&tlsi  t6'  tfe  tdfec^  i&  tk  iacra^ 
tetbr  o|  the  t6rd*s'  ftppef  *- 

.    Ikimfiet:^  *  gi^atf  iifd  wlii(J*  a6d^  d\J  oitigr,  talcejuui.  i^  , 
^  ^6.    And  alf  c6tttfi\ftilc^ti  are  t*d  feceiv^  66th  of  them^ ' 

*  tlotcir'uKfii^didg  tfie  bbltf  aiiij  tacrllfegioai  praiftice  of  ihc 
*'  f'apiffs^  ^htf  ^tfe  tiJ  ^etffl^  tt6  feredd,  or  Wafer  ooly^  ood« 
*[  But  thft'  frtleff  rgfc^virf^  b6tK  ffie  bread  tlie  wine,  ^od 
^  rffis  tj^^ithbiort  attf  fotibd  reafob,  or  ft:ripture''Warrant ;  and 
^  t&e^  tl6ay  dis  v^ell  corrupt,  fbYallv  a6!oti(li,  or  ddd' to  any  o£ 
^  t^e  dlrdlAkifees  dftid  tuftitoHbn's  ol^  Chili^  jefus^,  is  p'refume  ta 
?  do  this,* 

€hr$idriti  What  r^reffibknce  6r  coiagruitf  U  tfrtire  li^tweekl 
fir'datf  aod'  widt,  l!h€  ^go^,  a&tf  what  is  figoi^cd  by  theii  Id  the 
Lof d*^  fQf^lf^fer  ?  f 

Minijlerh  vBrca^  M  to  deiteifary,  ttiat  ft  |s  ottiix  pjiji  for  aft 

*  k!Ad'  of  wod,  dad  iiecetfarlbs  ;  dni  ttc  leaft  mbrTcl  of  ^k  id 
*^  cdtApletelf  brdaA  tUtts  Cferift  is  Food,  acid  ait  iccciferies 
'^  i6  tti^  fout  5  iod  cycrf  ^brfliy  (doatibaoicafit  receives  a  whole 
^  alkd  codif^lete  ChfiA  :  And'  Jis  cord  i^  not'  tir^ea^,  till  it  be 
'  6Vliifeddif  gVotidd  5  fd  Jefes  Cfhrirf  bid' not  beiett  food'for  us* 

*  if  be  had  not  been  hruUed  witb  Virddnds  idalorFow.  Aad  a$ 
^  bfead  &  thif  toAAotf  foorf  of  aA  people,  fo  i's  Jdfus  C^rift  of 
^  all  real  Chriftlaas  Again,^  aS;  bread  bebg  a  fpfid  ^bpdy,*  may 
*'  properly  denote  tfre  bMy  of  Chrlft";  fo'winie,  bciiii  liquid* 
?'  i^y  rej^refetit  His  Blood  t  And  as  wine  is  pre^d  ttoib  the 
*^  grape,  10  the  Elloorfof  jcfift  was  forced' oht  By  bis*  ajg(!»ny«  tni 
^*  t^c  ^oubds  of  tfie  crols**  .       /  , 

(^r0idn.f  i/idj  not  tlie  Bread  ztki  wide  at  diir  fomtnoBr  ta^« 
ijgnlfy  the  ianJe  thing? 

.  Mnijtef.2  *  ^o ;  bccairfe  tKls  is  fc>lcmniyjcta|>art,-aiid  con* 
^.(etrated  to  laCraniif titar ufe  by  prayer  add  bleffiag,  a^VTby  ap« 
'  flying  the  words  of  ottr  dear  Kedeemer  uied  in  the  ioAiVutioa 

*  of  th\^  ordibadce/  , 

tfkrifitdn^'i  Is  not'  tHe  I>r6ad  anif  wioe  after  confecrntiot)  trad* 
felrftariUare^,  or  tradsfdriiied  frdm  tfie  fiib'ftance  oF  bread  and 
wind,  into  the  real  fub^anc^  and  effcoce  of  the  body  and  blopd 
6f  our  davidur ;  rtdcq  CKrift'sdwii  Words  ate,  Tbk  is  my  My^ 
t^c.     TKsis  i#  flood,  ^t.  .      ♦  u 

,     MinifidrJl    \  Ko,  by  no  ^'eans  ;   this  teldg^a  tfopifli  errdVi 

*  attended  \^tH  many  abfurt^i ties  and  idolatrous  pt^^Hiccs.  fiiit 
^'  it  is  the  body  add'  blopd  of  Chrifty  id  the  Csaak  that  Chtift 

ioX.  Wilt  f  t 


2iO  AfamiUar  Conference  between  ^ 

'  Ipake  it ;  but  he  did  Bot  fay.  This  is  no  longer  liretJ  ia  fiifi» 

<  fiadce^  bdt  the  very  fobftance  of  my  body.    And  fach  phnif 

*  fci  are  oFtea  iifed  in  fcriptnre»  and  yet  not  always  to  be  takes 

*  in  a  ftriA  feiife,  no  more  than  that  "  Rock  was  Chrilt,  ani 
'  '<  1  am  the  troe  vine,  the  door,  the  (hepherd,"  6c.  More- 
^  over,  Chrift  intended  it  for  a  facrament,  that  is»  a  figo  of 

*  what  it  repreleots  t  now  it  cannot  be' the  real  body  •f  Chrift, 

*  and  the  fign  of  it  alfa   Again,  onr  fenfes  of  feeing,  fmeliiag^ 

/  and  tafting,  afTare  us  that  it  is  bread  aod  wine,  and  oo  way 

'  fubftaDtially  changed  after  the  words  of  conrecratioii.     And 

'  if  we  ffiuQ  deny  our  (enies  in  this,  we  may  as  well  doabt 

*  whether  thefe  words»  This  is  my  body,  &c.   be  recorded  ia 

*  holy  faiptfire,  though  we  (be  them  there.' 

Chrtflian.'}  If  the  bread  and  wine  be  not  the  body  and  blood 
of  Chrid  reaDy  and  rubftantially,  how  then  doth  the  troe  be- 
liever, in  receiving,  eating,  aod  drinking,  them,  receive^  cat^ 
and  drink  the  body  and  Mood  of  Chrift  ? 

Minifier.'}  *  By  receiving  thofe  elements  fe  ooolecrated,  as 
'*  (igns,  feals,  and  conveyances  of  Chrift  ^md  his  benefits  to 

*  the  feed;  and  a  true  Chrifttan  hath  them  conveyed  to  him 
'*  thereby,  as  really  as  a  writing  under  hand,  (eal,  and  wicnef- 
'  fes,  can  convey  lands,  or  other  benefits^  which  are  not  really 

*  in  the  writin<?s  ihemfelves/ 

.  Cbrifiian.l  What  are  the  anions  of  the  mtnifter,  in  adminl- 
ftering  this  ordinance  ? 

Mimjler,2  *  After  blefling  the  bread,  he  breaks  it,  and  deli- 
'  vers  it  to  the  communicants  in  the  words  of  Jefns  Chrift» 

<  fignifyittg  thereby  a  crucified  Jefus,  who  was  wounded  for 
^  onr  tran^refltons.  .  He  then  pours  out  the  wine  in  the  (iebt 

*  of  the  congregation,  and  delivers  that  to  them  alfo,  after 

*  bleifing  it  in  the  words  of  Chrift.  And  hereby  is  repreleoted 
'  to  Qs,  our  dear  Redeemer  ftiedding  his  blood  for  us  ;    which 

*  is  the  facrifice  of  atonement,  whereby  we  obtain  remiffion  of 

*  fins,  tn  which  aAion,  the  minifter,  ftanding  in  Chrift's 
"  ftead,  as  his  minifter,  (wherein  Chrift  i^  prefent,  and  by  bis 
'  Spirit  and  authority)  doth  as  really  tender  and  beftow  himfelf 
f  and  benefits,  as  if  he  had  fpoken  the  fame  words  in  his  own 

*  vifible  perfon/  . 

Chriflian,'}  But  fay  Tome,  fince  our  Saviour  reffrained  this 
ordinance  to  the  time  of  his  coming  ;  he  being  come  in  the 
Spirit,  it  is  now  at  an  end»  and  abdifhed. 

Minifter,^  *  If  thefe  enthufiafts  mean  the  coming  of  the  Spi- 

<  rlt,  Jn  its  fandifying  operations ;  then  it  feems,  that  it  was 
'  appointed  cbly  for  unbelievers ;   and  that  the  dilciples^  wba 


^  )Uinifier  and  a  doubting  Chrifiian,  33  c 

\  ^  cbmmtiQicated  with  Chrtft  at  the  ioftitotion  thereoF,  had  doc 
t  «  the  Spirit,  but  were  UDbelievers ;  which  is  faUe  and  abford, 
I  «  If  they  mean  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,'  or  the 
I  , «  potiring  it  forth  in  an  extraordinary  meafare ;  the  praAice  of 
i        «  the  apolUes  and  the  church  of  God,  both  at  that  time,  and 

<  long  aft«r,  will  abundantly  contradi^  that  aflertion ;  AAs  ii. 
j  '      c  42.  I  toe.  X.  liJ.' 

(  Chri/lian.'}  What  are  the  benefits  Aat  Chrift"  gives,  and  wc 

\        receive,  in  this  ordinance  ? 
1'  Mimjfer.^    *  The  excrcifc  and  increafe  of  every  grace ;   the 

'  cleanfing  our  fouls  from  the  guilt  of  fin  ;  healing  tlie  wounds 

*  which  fin  hath  made  in  our  confciences  ;  a  confirmation  of 
f  *  the  truth  and  promifes  of  God ;  an  humble  and  holy  delight 
I       /in  Chri|tl,  and  our  fellow  Chrlftians  ;    and  a  more  earneii 

'  longing  for»  and  expectation  of,  the  bleflednefs  of  the  life  to 

*  come :   Aiu)  is  an  ordinance  chiefly  intended  for  confirina*^ 

*  tion  of  our  faith,  love,  and  increafe  in  grace ;   U}  that  no 

*  peribn  ought  to  come  therennto,  but  in  faith/ 

I  Chrifiian*'}  What  are  the  peceflary  preparation^  fer  this  tor 

lemn  ordinance? 

Minifter.J  •  ( i.)  That  a  man  have  the  liabit  of  fcirh,  (2.) 
\  *  That  he  have  an  hearty  difpofition  and  wtUingnefs,  to  re- 
)        ^  ceive  Chrift  as  his  Lord  and  Redeemer.     (3.)  That  he  be  ia 

*  charity  With  all  men  ;    John  i.  7.  Matth.  xy.  26,    We  mud; 
_  ^  alio  exercife  renewed  aAs  of  repentance,   apd  clear  up  our 

*  intcireft  in  €hri(t,  and  1)ave  owr  fouls  fail  of  faith  and  hvt  to*  ^ 
'  *  ward  him.* 

ChriftianS]  Sir,  there  is  one  fcripture  that,  I  believe,  dircoorar    . 

^    ges  many  from  partaking  of  the  Lord's  table ;  neither  do  i  indeed 

vrell  underftand  it  J    i  Cor.  xi.  27,  >5,  29.  ««  Wb^foevcr  (hall 

**  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily, 

"  (hall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  t>lood  of  the  Lofd«     But  let 

^'  a  man  examine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and 

**  drink  pf  that  cup.    For  he  that  cateth  and  drinkcth  un- 

*•  worthily,  eatefh  and  drinketh  damnation  (or  judgment)  to 

I         *^  himfelf,  001  difcerniog  the  Lord's  body.*'  V 

\  Minijierr\    «  I  am  indeed  of  the  opinion,  that  the  want  of 

'right  underflanding  this  fcripture,    has  been  a  flumbliDg- 

*  block  to  many,  ahd  fo  I  (hall  endeavour  briefly  to  explain  ir^ 
I         •  The  apoftle  here  truly  reprcfents,  and  very  much,  aggravates 

*  the  danger  of  unworthy  receiving  this  holy  facrament  :    but         A 

*  he  does  not  deter  the  Corinthians  from  it,  becaufe  they  had         ^  ' 
^Ibmetiitaes  come  to  it  without  due  reverence;   but  exhorts 

\        '>    ■  T  I  !J  '-■         .'       '* 


3»  4fmiJi^  GnffifT^if  titwm  $ 

« thfffl  taameaid  wh^t  h^d  beep  ^to^%  «n4  iq  ^qiQjp  better  pfttr 

•  pared  pxA  difpofed  for  the  fptvre.     And  therefore^  ^f^r  iJ^a| 

<  ferriblc  declarat}oo,  tbfit  <'^  Whofoev^r  (hall  e^t  tt)i^  br^<^ 
I  «<  a6(l  dripk  this  cop  qf  th^  I/yd,^'  ^r.  Hp  flops  opt  ^d, 
f  therefore  let  Cbrift^of  tajce  heed  of  pofnipg  tp  the  l^QfA*9 
9  ttl^le;  bqt  let  tbeni  cpipe  prepared*  iij4  W»^b  docrpv^rewjc^ 

*  Dot  as  to  a  common  meal,  but  to  ,a  folemp  pgrticipatiop  of 

#  tKe  body  ^od  btoqd  qf  p)riO  2  "  »«» Ipt  tjiip  e|is|(pi{|f  feim- 
« **  felf ;  aod  b  let  him  eat  of  that  hx^,  ^d  (M^K  of  iIm^ 

*  f*  cup/*    For  if  ihi^  bp  ^  gpp4  rpafqo  W>  abft^  ffigni  this 

•  ordinance,  for  f<»r  qf  perforpiiiig  it  ip  ^p  im4p^  lll9Alli;r  f 

#  then  a  wu;ked  map  niay  a^  wcU  lay  afi^  if^U  qitif  liply  dll(i^ 
« ^s  prayer,  bearing,  ^qd  rcadipg  |he  ^ord  pf  Gotf,  fpr  fear 
f  of  the  nawortl^y  nfe  of  thepi;    Uace.    T^  pfajf^  ^  fiS# 

*  iJi>ickei^  (rhat  is,  qpe  that  refolyes  tp  (rpptippp  vi\  i^  m  4hf 
f  min^tion  to  the  Lord.     Apd  Qhnti  6y$,    T^  hfiid  k(m  Jfou 

<  hear,  f^ui  the  apoftle  fays,  Ihat  thQ(<;  wt)^  v?iU  po$  believe 
^  the  gofpel,  it  is  the  [(kv(nir  ^  4^(^th  t^  th<ri\^  ThV  'W*  U  » 
^  (leadlyt  ^^d  ^ampable  to  focb  perfq^s,  )fp^  fli^i;^  ia  aa 
^  math  reafoo  for  men  to  give  over  praying,  pr  ^UC^ipg  OH 
^  tt^  wprd  of  Qoii^  as  pot  tq  ^eceiye  tb<  fjK:r4i9eBt ;  (ip^  he 
^  tha^  prays  unworthily*  that  is,  witboni  ijglntv^  bpocfit  pod 
f  adi^tage,  is  guilty  qf  great  contempt  of  Gofl,  ju^d  J(fna 
^  Chrid,  and  aggravates  bis  owp  d^mnatiqp  \  a$  veU  9;$  be> 
f  who  by  Djuruking  of  th.e  }<qrdVfapper  ppwqrthily,  <^t9  ^4 
^  drtnk^  his  qwp  judgment  4pd  wbcp  ih^  9PQQIc  9d^% 
^  ^^  pat  let  a  man  examine  himfelf ;  and  lb  let  him  C^t  pf  ^^ 
f  •«  bp^d,  apd  drin^f  of  tha^t  cup  :"  Jt  fypn^  cl<%r,  ^f  tljip  oc- 
1  cafion  aiid  circamfianc^s  of  his  di^prfe,  tb^t  Hc  49^  POt  ip- 
« tepd  we  (tkQuld  qsumine  onr  flate  of  rarace^  wheibpr  wc  VP 

*  true  believ^era  or  no,  apd  fin^rely  reived  to  ^pptp^i^c  fcki 
'but  ^e  fpeal^  qf  tke  a^n?! fitnefs  aod  wortbipe^ qf  t^  Coif 

<  ymtVians;  at  th^t  time»  >vbep  ^hey  capip  to  receive  the  tpxd\ 
f  fupper.  Au4  therefore,  ye^.  29.  hf  (hjirply  reprQV<?si  tbeU 
^  icreyercn.t  and  pnlultablp  carriage  at  ^jp  ^,ord'5  t^ble ;  tbqr 
f  coming  tberenmo  difocdicrly,   one  before  apoiKer.    If  vai 

i  the  cnftom  of  Chriftian^  then,  tq  m^^t  m  thp  f^aft  pf  cb.9i^tty»    ^ 
f  in  which,  they  dij^  ^opimpnji.catc  with  grftftty  Cabripxy^nd  tcqii 

<  perapce;    apdi  when  tb»i  Mfas  ^pd^d.   'h,cy  c^fcbnte4  tj^a 

♦  tord's  fnpp^r.  tlow,  ^miPPg  the  Qoriptbtaps^  UUs  Prdei 
^was  brokep:    Tbp,  rich  mjst/ipj^  cj^^.p^i?^  Jbc  poor  (rpw 

<  this  Gomipon  feaft  ;  and  after  an  u^regplar  f<t^O,  (qp^  aftei 
^  apother  eadng  his  own  fppp^r  ^s  he  came),  tbey  went  tqtba 
^  (acr^omt  ip  grcj^t  difprd^i  i  Qne  w^s  hungry,  haTtn|  qiteq 
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DOthiog  dt  all ;  others  had  drank  and  eat  iotemperately ;  and 
the  p^f  were  d^^ifed  and  |iegle£le4*  This  the  aMflle  con«> 
denini  as  a  great  profanatlOQ  of  that'folenm  inflitinioD*  for 
behaving  them&lves  wi4)  M  iittif  reverence,  as  if  it  were  a 
common  fupper,  or  it^jj^  :  Ai^A  this  he  calls,  not  di/amnig 
the  Urttt  iody  t  nukingiK)  dtfTerence  between  the  facramenc 
andacoounoipiCdr)  wbkb  CPO^mplnoos  earrklge,  be  calls 
mating  and  drinking  unyigrtkify  i  for  which  h^  pron^nnceth 
them  guiify  rf  the  htdg  ^pd  }M  ^  Chrifi  s  by  which,  he 
teJIs  them,  they  did  incur  the  judgment  (tf  Q^>  ^hkh  he 
calls  eating  an4  drUiHiog  their  own  jodgmept ;  for  /b  the 
word  fignifies  in  the  Greek,  and  not  eternal  condemnation. 
It  is  meant  of  fom^  temporal  judgment  and  cha^^Hfemenf, 
in  order  to  the  preventing^  pf.  eternal  d^^mnation  :  Which  is 
evident  from  what  follows:  /'fie  thatfuteth  and  drinketh 
«<  unworthily,  oautb  and  drinketh  judgment  to  himielf/* 
And  then  he  fays,  *'  For  this  caofe  many  are  weak  and  iickiy 
**  aiAoog  yon,  and  many  lleep***  That  Is,  far  this  irreve* 
rence  of  d^eirs,  God  lent  among  chem  feveral  difes^fes,  of 
which  SDiany  had  ^M*  And  tben  £)  addi»  **  For  if  we  would 
'*  judge  ourfelves,  we  Choold  lUM  br  judged."  That  Is,  if 
we  would  penfur^  iod  (sumina  oi^lvas,  foaa  fobii  more 
careful  for  the  future,  we  (hoold  efcape  the  indgment  of 
God  in  tbefc  temporal  puni&ioenta.  "  But  when  we  are 
<<  judged,  we  are  cbaftened  ^  the  U)rd,  that  we  (hould  not 
**  be  condemned  with  the  world."  That  Is,  when  by  ne- 
glecting thus  to  judge  ourfelves*  we  pfoveke  Cod  to  judge 
ns ;  he  iniliAs  thefe  temporal  judgments  upon  us,  to  prevent 
our  eternal  damnation.* 

Chrifiian']  Sir,  I  am  inuch  obliged  to  you  for  the  fatisfsJlion 
yon  have  given  me  in  thefe  weighty  points,  referring  to  the 
}x>rd*s  fnpper :  And  now,  though  in  a  deep  fenfc  of  my  great 
unworthinefs,  yet  with  bumble  confidence  in  my  dear  Redeem- 
er, who  gracioufly  invites  all  that  an  heavy  laden  to  eome  un« 
to  him  ;  I  do  intend,  by  the  bU^ng  of  God«  tq  addrcA  myfelf 
to  the  Lord's  table  the  next  L^rd'$  day ;  humbly  bofeeching 
tbe  afGflance  of  your  prayers,  that  I  may  not  come  witbont  the 
Vfedding'garment ;  byt  may  be  fa  qualified,  at  to  obtain  ihofe 
^orions  privileges  an4  bleffings,  which  .are  $beie  leprefentcd 
#i!<j|  l^aled  to  eve-.y  worthy  cotnapiunicaQit. 
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A        HYMN 

UPON 
R  O  M  A  N  S    V.  ^t    7»    8»   9f    lO,    11^ 

6.  TT7  H  E  N  wc  were  dcftitutc  of  ftrcngth, 

^^      Oanclves  to  help  or  favc, 
Chrift  tor  uogodliocfs,  at  length. 
His  life  a  raofom  gave. 

7.  For  one  that's  righteous,  we  would  grudge 

To  lay  our  life  at  ftake ; 
And  for  a  good  man,  it  were  much 
Such  an  exchange  to  make.     / 

S.  But  Pod  bis  matchlefs  love  commends. 
In  that  Chrift  Jefus  dies 
For  us,  when  we  were  not  his  friends. 
But  wretched  enemies. 
p.  Much  more,  being  jnftify'd,  and  free, 
Thj-o*  his  own  blood,  from  fin  ; 
From  wrath  to  come  we  fav'd  fliall  be» 
Ev*n  by  the  life  of  him. 
ID.  For  if,  when  enemies,  for  us 

Chrifl's  death  c^id  end  the  ftrlfc ; 
Much  more,  when  reconciled  thus. 
Hell  lave  us  by  his  life. 
II.  Yea,  more  than  fo,  we  triumph  now 
In  God  with  one  accord,^ 
Having  receiv*d  atonement  through 
,  Chrift  Jefus  our  own  Lord.     . 

"Wherefore  to  him,  who  is  the  firft 

Begotten  of  the  dead, 
"Who  over  earthly  princes  muft 

Be  fupreme  Lord  and  Head  : 
Ev'n  onto  him  who  lov'd  us  fo. 

To  wafti  us  in  his  blood,  ^ 

And  make  us  kings  and  priefts  unto 
,   His  Father  and  his  God  : 
To  him  dominion  therefore. 

By  us  be  given,  when 
This  prefent  world  (hall  be  no  more  } 

To  which  we  fay,  Aaen. 
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THE 
R    B;   A   §    O    N    A    B    L    E    N    E    S    S 

OF 

PERSONAL  REFORMATION, 

A   N    D      T    H   E 

NECESSITY    OF    C  ON  V  E  R  S  I  O  N: 

The  trae  Method g  of  making  all  men  happy  ia  this 
world,  aod  in  the  world  to  come.    * 

"    SeAfifmbty  difcourfid^  atid  eameftly  prejfed  upon  this  Itceri'- 

tious  age. 

To  all  fuch  as  are  moft  immediately  and  particalarly  coocero- 
ed  in  the  followiDg  treatife^  of  wh^t  rank  or  quality  foeTcr 
they  be. 

•Gentlemen, 

TW  O  of  the  greateft,  faithfulfen,  and  moft  iotimace 
frieodd  in  the  world,  reaiba  and  coDfcience,  command 
me  here,  in  their  names,  courteoufly  to  falote  and  invite  yot| 
in.  .  . 

They  eameftly  delire  three  or  four  hours  ierions  and  private 
conference  with  you,  about  Ibme  very  important  perfonal  con- 
cerns of  yours,  which  cannot  admit  of  denial,  or  bug  delay. 
And  If  you  make  any  trifling  excufes,  they  have  commanded 
aod  inftruAed  me,  hjere  to  anfwer  them. 

In  cafe  of  abfolate  and  obdinate  refufal  to  hear  them,  they 
order  me  to  tell  you  ;.  if  you  will  not  talk  with  me  now,  they 
will  talk  with  you  ihortly,  whether  you  will  or  no.  If  you'iay, 
,  you  are  not  now, at  leifure,  having  other  buiinefs  to  do ;  they 
both  defire  you  .to  confider,  /Vi^,  You  can  have  no  bufinefs  in 
the  world  of  equal  importance  with  theirs.    SeUndly^  That 


whatever  other  lawful  affairs  yeo  are  purfalng,  their  bif  HmA 
with  yoa  wiU  no  way  obftmft^  bat  greatly  promote  it.  Aadi 
l^fyt  That  a  greater  peffotf  thali  any  of  you,  loft  his  life^ 
by  pocketing  np  a  letter  at  night,  fayiog.  To-iiv>rrow  is  a 
few  day  f  znt  it  proieA  to  Mm  iMedl  diA  naffij^fha.  Vis  lilft 
day ;  he  lofidg  by  that  oegltA  the  pnly  opportunity  of  living 
longer. 

If  yon  demand,  how  yonr  reafon  came  to  be  boond  op  in 
this  Ktfk  book,  aid  fty,  tht  WHch  Is  feafito  tb  thtt  ilkiflor, 
may  be  fofly  and  nonfenfe  to  yon :  I  am  bid  to  tell  yoo,  yoa 
are  obliged  firft  to  read  and  compare ;  eUe  yonr  own  reafim 
will  prefcntly  call  it  yonr  own  felly  and  nonfenfe,  fo  to  pro- 
DpnoGS.  Soond  reafo*  is*  Hniform,  and  Kke  itfelf  aft  tive  wor kl 
over.  Itistrne,  laws  and  diAates  equally  oblige  oae,  asa^ 
Dother,  in  like  Cafes  and  drcumftances. 

IfyOb  Os^,  tfien^  fifavebd^tf  fiMMe  jM  lAtf  <M^n(Af  bcCtHtiF^« 
and  your  reaipos-and  oonfMncoS';  ydtf  asd  thiby  h«ve  fallen  out 
fo  oft,  that  yon  have  no  great  fancy  to  come  near  them  in  pri'^ 
▼ate,  for  you  expeft  nothing  but  harfli  and  chiding  laognage 
from  them ;  aita  tharefbfe  are  fain,  6y  Contiduat  di^erfiodSi 
and  quick  fucceflions  of  bifiineilr,  t6  maintain  your  peace,  by 
keeping  at  as  great  a  diftance  from  them  as  yon  can. 

It  is  their  defirc  you  (hould  here  knpw,  fiVyf,-  That  their 
debater  wHhr  yon^  wHI  be  a»  cAm  att*  {t6shii%  $»  t((«y  af (f  ki* 
iboabk  and  necttflary.  SMiPAy;  That^  ib^  bbril  p#ofc6  (aud 
you  may  befieve  them)  they  neither  do,  nor  can  delig^  aay 
thing  but  your  good.  Thirdly ^  That  that  perfon  is  certainly  in 
a  very  bad  cafe,  that  cannot  endure  taccmverCs  wkh  himftlf. 
Fourthfyj  That  you  herein^deny  a  civility  to  your  own  reaibns 
^M  Ca^kiMitti  Which  yotid^Fy  pa^  n^  Araligcr^  an^  itfeVi^rs; 
An^cf,  itk'a  WOfd>  t!hatthii;y'disfiteaf^dndlfafioif#irhyott#p- 
M'as'fah*  arKF  honoUfaMk  tlfflUS'  it  catf  ^MF  bed^edV  zVd  • 
that  this  being  done,  they  wiU  both  (lick  faithfully  by  you  in  ; 
iH^  the  MtiWe^  HQtS  daflgm^  cjf  your  flv«s,  aftid  fblfeW  yod  as 
ywt  MffhitAk  fricttdsi  ifitb  jftfy  tBiflf  but  fid. 

tf  yMiif,  tA\i  i*  bttt  a  Ml^Hfecdlfe,  to  dUiWydti' itfifa  ^\ii»}% 
diat'  iiftt  iHsrke  yotf  itfelattcholy,  Md  p^rK^s  tiladi 

It  i$  their  fcnfe  and' jttdferti^t',  that  of  alf  lAAiMtf^  ydtf 
hsM  tea#  reafbti  fcy  pret^dd  ttte  Otle  or  ib€  6ttitt,  ik  thlr  d&fe : 
(bi-  they  arc  .very  cbnfidtrit,  yoti  ite  ilOW  itt  tKtf  ittbif'tbelsit- 
choilt  eiraimftatfce^.  nflfeu  cart  otxTioarrty  fej  ih'Ott  tfhWfKfel  hctf. 
Aiid  for  rtadtfds  tht/deflre  td  know,  ^htft  yob  j/btfrfthfH 
^ould  call  thiat*  ifeatf,  that  is  rUAtiiog  with  frfch*  pbft-Baftc' tb' 
))tdl,  as  vnut^t  tOtditli^  t^o'ot  Osttt  htm^  fibt>  tij^fl  rite' 


Mat,  to  pf 6t6  \AMAi  to  te  Q^  titadttiaa,  but  id  Kii  ri^t  iiim<l 
•ttdvirits? 

Moftoi^ir,  t^tf  cOftMtadid  mi  to  ri^famti  yoti,  it  it  their  d^- 
fire,  thdt  fteifig  i6€ir  deb:ites  with  ydaNciiU  tidttter  b6  tli^feiillb 
Ivor  ittlpertfiftttitv  ioM  Ml  pitafe  tjc!r  teatr  tbefld  otft  #hat  thiHf 
feafte  to  6f  to  yo«  :  attd  thea,  rS  yon  ftiall  fitid  ta(ii&  to  coitf- 

{»laiii,  that  yoilr  pleas  and  exccires  are  liot  fairly  drawil,  ok* 
ii^  ydd  ha^vi  ntstf  mattei*  to  ftiriii(h  a  better  apibl^b^ ;  thej^ 
l^re  both  codreoft  yoU  (hsiU,  ha#e  yoilr  HbbHy  ta  amtodi,  of 
lldd  what  yoo  pkaift )!  and  i^  they  be  not  abiie  to  refute  ^Hi, 
t&ey  ^irilt  gife  yott  oO  fBrth^r  trotible  oi'  ioteffojitibii  id  y6U^ 

This,  Gebtlein^^  |»  Mrbisit  t  have  m  ch»rj^  td  fa^  to  yoo  id 
ihe  porch  \  ainl  itoW,^  if^  yo»  \^ti{&i  the  dobr  is  Oj^ir ;  yO^ 
tnay  be  as  private  as  ybti  i#iJh'  They  vrtll  attend  yoii  td  yotli- 
ted"  chtii^bdr,  or  tMix ;  aAd  I  heartfiy  ^tSk  aii  happy  iJtiid  to 
Ikis'ifietidlj^  dtbiit^i 

J  5  Hf  *    P  i  A  V  E  L. 
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tfc  mt<kikabni  aHiijtdit  /  /iJ^  m)?. 

I  I.  IQir  £  A  Sd N  exaUsftiati  aboard affeart^bem^  it 
Jt\  i^  hi§  drghity  atid  privifege,  that  Cod  hath  furaifli* 
4sd  hini  with  abilities  d^  mind,  tO  tttoWdSt,  anittiadirert,compare» 
ioXtt,  pdndet*,  and  jddgi:  his  Owti  anions.  Hereby  he  becomes  ndt 
C^ly  c^pjftble  of  moral  goVerdtnent  by  hamati  laWs,  (which  nd 
CreattirtfUefidc  htna  is)  but  alfo  of  l^intoal  govcrilment  by  di- 
tine  lawii,  atid  the  blefled  fruition  oF  God  iii  glolry.  ^iirhich  n6 
c'rh^r  rpecles  of  creatures  (at^gels  Only  eitccpted)  have  a  fub- 
Jc'fted  capacity  for* 

Right  reafon,  by  the*  taw  ofpature,  (as  ah  home^b'ord  jodge). 
jlrMirate^^  and  determines  all  things  witfiiti  its  proper  province  v 
^ich  prOvItfce  is  extended  far  and  wide.  All  aStiods,  ^tural, 
Ihoraj,  and* civil;  are  \kreighed  at  this  beaisi  and  ftaodard;  none. 
ftfe  ekerfipted,  l^iit  matters  of  fupernatural  revelation ;  and  yet 
even  thefe  gre  nc>t  Wholly^  and  id  eVery  refpefi,  exempt  frottl 
ilgHt  reafon  :  for  thousth  there  be  Tome  iby Aeries  in  religion^  a* 
bov'e  the  fphere  and  fltght  of  feafod;,'  yet  nothing  cask  be  found' 
in  religion,  that  is  nnreafonabl«. 

VcrtiVIUi  y  ti 


jj$  The  reafittabkntft  (f  PeffMt  Refarwuahaiu 

And  tboogh  tbefe  myfteries  be  not  of  natafal  taveftig^tioB^ 
btttof  fnpBroatDral  revclatioa ;  yet  reafon  is  coovioced,  oothing 
CIO  be  more  realbnable»  tbao  that  it  takes  its  place  at  the  feet 
of  feith  ;  which  is  bot  to^  foffer  itfelf  to  becooie  pupil  to  an 
.oAQlTckot  and  iofalliblc  loftroAor.  The  refolntioQ  of  cmr  rea- 
(ba  iQCo  faith,  aod  of  faith  into  God's  veracity,^  are  aftsiiighly 
becoming  reaufboabie  beings  io  fach  cafes  as  tbefe. 

It  may  not  pry  too  oicely  into  ooreve^led  myfteries,  demand 
the  reafons,  or  examine  the  canfes  of  thecn  as  bold  aod  daring 
Socinians  do  \  but  it  feels  itfelf  obliged  to  xt€/A^  all  tbofe 
things,  both  as  poffible  and  true,  which  God  hath  revealed, 
oounctog  his  revelation  alone  to  be  reafon  fuffident.  For  the 
veracity  of  God  takes  out  of  reafon's  mootb  all  obje^lioos  a- 
gainft  the  troth  of  thtm ;  and  his  almighty  power  (Uences  ali 
u$  fcroples  againft  the  fioffibility  of  them. 

Bat  in  all  mattq*s  properly  ondeF  the  jnrtfiTiAion  of  reafen» 
every  man  is  obliged  to  account  with  hioifel^  as  well  as  otliers, 
for  the  r^albnablcI^(8  of  bis  own  siAions ;  and  that  ad  which 
witl  not  endore  the  teft  of  found  reafon,  it  judges  not  fit  fop 
the  entertaimoent  of  a  man.  If  reafon  cannot  juflify  it^  it  is 
beneath  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  man  to  do  iL 

$  %^  The  Kgbt  of  reafon  was  at  firft  the  bright  laoap  or 
candle  of  the  Lord,  till  im»  like  a.  thief,  meltep  it  down  to 
fufaff;  whereby  (comparatively  fpeaking>  it  Is  becomes  a  poop 
glimmering  light  in  the  beft  of  men,  aod  almoft  quite  extio- 

Sroifhed  io  lome  men.  Fallen  man. is  becqme  lefs  tba&  him* 
elf,  and  will  never  s^  ^e  bimfelf,  till  he  be  fully  reftored  to 
himfclf.. 

SaoAiiicatiQp  indeed  foofls  and^  trims  the  lamp  of  reaibo  ^ 
but  there  being'  few  faoftified  perfons  among  men,  a  double 
imfery  confequently  bef^ds  a  very  great  part  of  maDkind  ;  whofe 
cooverfation  fpeaks  them  not  only  de/Htuce  of  religion,  which 
bereaves  them  of  the  blefledhefs  of  the  world  to  come ;  but  men 
sbnoft  entirely  defpoited  of  the  benefits  and  bleffiogs  of  their 
OWQ  reafon^  which  makes  them  unhappy  aod  miferable  in  this- 
World:  bea(b»  rather  thao  meh,  as  the  facred  feripture  (Kles 
them  :  unreafooable  oien ;  meo  falleo  out  with  their  own  fa- 
culties ;'  who  after  many  a  (harp  battle  with  their  reafoo,  arc 
now. dragging  it  like  a  conquered  captive^  an  th^  chariot  wheels 
of  their  viAorioos  and  triumphant  lulls. 

§  3.  It  is  fcarce  im^inable,  that  ever  iin  (hould  prevail  (0 
far  as  it  doth,  to  the  very  unmanning  df  men,  did  they  nor 
£rft  delude  and  bribe  their  own  reafon,  by  dbfe  and  cunmog 
ipplications  to  theij;  bewitched  affeAioos ;.  wbeubyi  ttiougE 


tie  rea/rniailm^  ^  Perfinat  fie/ormattm.  yy^ 
f  Hhej  omoot  make  it  a  party,  yet  they  ihak^  it  ftaod  by  as  a  fi- ' 
^     leot  fpeftator»  or  neuter,  wMlff  they  aA  the  beaft,  yea,  the 

•  devil,  rather  than  the  iiiao. 

'  •  We  little  know  how  far  uiifaoAified  reafoD  may  (this  way) 
'  be  prevailed  iipoa  to  quit  its  thi^e,  abd  rclign  its  fceptre  into 
^  the  hands  of  ttift  atid  appcthe  ;  yea,  to  engage  io  the  defence 
«f  their  moft  abfefdlaws  and  diAates.  It  only  ferves  in  (bme 
^  men,  to  invent  excnfes,  pleas,  and  fpecions  pretences,  to  ^(Hfy 
^  <>r  extenuate  their  beaft-like  anions ;  the  fcafeft  fervlhide  it  cao 
''      he  condemned  to. 

*  If  this  will  not  do,  fenfbal  kifts  liave  another  way  to  obtain 
^  their  fatisfaftion,  in  defpite  of  reafon-and  cooidence ;  eVen  by 
1  ^Hopping  their  ears  te  the  vcnces  of  both,  and  pnftiing  on  with 
s      «  brntiih  impetus,  they  fdFer  neither  to  enjoy  the  opportonity 

of  a  cilm  debate  of  tbe(e  matters  wirii  them, 
f  $  4.  Bnt  let  men  do  wtiat  diey  irill,  it  is  next  to  an  hnpof- 

c  '  4!Urtty,  they  (hall  k  far  ftibdne  and  deftroy  Aofe  inbred  prb- 
<  ciples  of  reaion  and  confcience,  but  that  they  will,  atone  time 
\  ct  other,  give  iliem  feme  cheieks  and  oppofitions  in  their  pro- 
i  fane  cooties ;  efpectally  when  they  fhall  get  the  advantage  of 
46me  eminent  diftreft,  or  fpedal  danger,  which  dcTpofes  them 
I  4o  lend  ao'ear  to  their  voices.  And  there  be  few  men  in  the 
I  world,  bnt  are  fomeidaes  providentially  caft  into  fnch  cafes 
f       and  conditions. 

t  So  that  appeals  So  the  leafen  of  the  moft  profligate  wretches, 

f  are  not  sltogether  vain  and  ofelefs  s  for  if  the  cafe  cannot  foe 
i  tried  and  decided  at  the  bar  of  reafbn  and  oonfcience  at  one 
time,  it  may  with  more  advantage  at  another  :  and  haply,  ap* 
I  pesls  to  reafbn  may  produce  a  refiormation  in  (bme  men,  fooner 
i  than  appeals  to  the  fcripfnres,  or  principles  of  faith  ;  efpecial- 
I  ]y  when  the  world  is  fo  notorioofly  drenched  in  praAjcal 
I  atheifm,  that  fcrions  religkm  beoomes  tbe  common  fcbjeft  of 
I       drollery  amongft  mnltitodes  of  men. 

'  Yet  it  were  hard  and  nocharitabie.  So  Imagine  any  man 
i  fank  fo  deep  into  the  mine  of  beaftiality  «nd  profanenefs,  9^ 
not  (HH  to  retain  feme  value  and  veneration  for  his  own  reafen;^ 
and  as  mneh  as  he  abo(esr  it,  yet  to  refnfe  the  whole  world  in 
exchange  (or  it  $  and  to  account  it  a  greater'  mifery  to  he  utter- 
ly deprived  of  it,  tha^  to  have  the  hoofs  of  an  horle  given  him 
in  exchange  for  his  hands  and  feet. 

^  5.  The  fcriptores  therefore  do,  in  many  ca(es,  appeal  to 
the  reafeo  of  (inoers,  and  deHgo  their  reformation  by  fuch  np- 
f  eals :  fdr  it  being  a  ipoft  fbamefnl  thing,  for  a  man  to  ttc 
:  .  U  u  2 


Mvified  ft  til|c  bar  of  hjl  ow9  M'oo,  of  aftMg lMKe« 
irather  iha^  9  aiaj;i,  e?ery  ^^  \%  ^tUmsA  tp  bq  flfr^Mi.  w4 
»(haaied  of  foch  aa  indiAmcnt.  Su^  qailiare^iit  ^rf  iNe  0ianr 
^4  icpro^  pr  ^M}^fi|.ty  itfelf ;  tbey  are  W9D4ed  fcr  brvtef 
ihripi^ghopt  the  i^l^r  ^orld ;  tt»mr  fppimny  (M'uMd  9iid  fhojir 
ned  by  a)l  wife  ^ad  gqpil  me^i  Ha  th^t  b^lh  ih>  reaCovi  to  jsr ' 
jlify  Us  a£Hoos,  Qiay  ypt  b^  ffppof^d  lo  bP  9¥i|fHr  of  Sam 
^ocIl  of  i^toral  (h^9^\  whjcb  caooat  bf|i  ^#>rd  a  bluih,  4i||r 
ic>p  fach  a  piM  .cof?iiftioo.  TW«  tMrfi%^  wa«  lb«  <^3»iii6 
which  the  propoet  Ifaiah  took,  by  diTioe  diff^QiQQ,  4q  r^fiafU 
llic  i49)?|ro4$  UHcUtc« ;  Ma.  ilvu  8.  i|a  flfW  ib^  calf  at  tb< 
|>|r  ^f  fbetr  oiva  rea£«^»  aad  caijf  fpr  a  f qrdift  i^poa  if.  The 
y^^fe  wastbit;  i^ketber  uhls,  h'^.Hfg  ifoi  ftfi^.e^ai^h  ta  JSfiem 
fbfm/eJvis  g(ulff  thfi/s  that  W9rfi>i^  thprn.  tfntifi  net  uMint  vfi/Skm 
enough  to  Jbev}  thtijf€h^j^$  men  /  ^*  lUanefiber  tbiit  W4  Q^a« 
;«'  ypf  r&lvca  |q<^  ;  a^d  briog  it  agaio  V  |iuad>  Q  y<  tra^aref* 
<<  lox%  r'  ;•  lif.  For  (ha^«,  ^it  ji9t  |p6D>(^  iijiiB  br^^i.  wU|l^ 
hayp  np  apia^dyerfioo.    '  .  ' 

S  ^-  l^t^cii  things  ifeewfefrc  afc  V^i^t  40  fn^  ao  fS^MsfOc^ 
(hat  rii|i2  ojT  reforqi^tioii Ja  th^  pply  chptpe  iiiap  ^vf  to  aiak^ 
f^4  ^1  i^cliffpff!  |Rpr^$<>^s  ^<^  9i¥%!^Med  aaft  warn  Qp{,  ^ 
inen  pay  aa  revf  reo^e  to  theai ;  an  appi^a^  ^^  tb^  '€1^  <lf  QI6«b 
feems jt$ep  to  be  fu  Ipeefi^l  i9etl|o4  olf  pfev^iUDg  «H|b^  tbem, 
lo  ui^er  a  reJFormatioa  rather  thao  a  rnia.  I^ot  that  i  ifna^ioi 
the  topics  of  rcaToa  able  \x>  a^ord  ipor^  powerful  arg9f>ie9ts, 
|hap  thofe  of  rcllgipn  do  \  but  that  tt^ey^  who  by  tbeir  ig^Qt 
f  aoce  an4  ^ropg  prejudices  agaioft  religion,  have  made  tbo^ 
felves  more  uQcapable  o(  cooyidlioii  that  W9y»  inay  haply  UA 
fhe  f(^rce  of  reap^u'  preyaiUpg  fo  far  at  leaft«  i|s  to  put  tbelf 
oiitra^g^pQs  lufts  under  fome  reftraiuts* 

4*^  for  the  fcripiur<p8»  aod  feiioiu$  rc'%><^  b«gQttQO  by  thai; 
^Q  the  fouls  of  mcp»  tbey  We  perfe^  ftraogers  ip  atl»  l^t  tfaf 
names  of  thefe  thiols :  ^ud  even  their  very  Qacoes  are  growQ 
j^linpi^  ridlcujbus  with  them  |oo.  But  reafoii  may  cpptfinee  aQcj 
|hame  them.  What  force  f  be  re^afod  (»f  mau  baih,  even  with- 
out faviug  gra€e,'  tq  produce  civility,  fobriety,  ao(|  other  mofa] 
firtuea.  Is  abpodan^y  evideiit  iji  tbe  very  Heathepa  ;  w^  by 
the  Quly  light  of  rcafon,  difcpvered  fp  mocb  odioQiuefs  io  vic« 
gnd  inunor^ity,  aod  Aicb  au  amiable  beauty,  in  JQlUce,  ten* 
perance,  and  the  other  moraj  virtues,  that  their  praifes  fqf 
them  arc  fouud^  thrpughoYit  the  worM. 

J^^ow,  whatever  uu thinking  laea  dream,  to  me  it  is  e?i4oi^t 
t|)at  wlhep  kingdoms  and  commofiwealths  are  ovf  rflpwed  witb 
WeAraiued  vice  and  imoorjliueji;  when  curfiog  aud  fweariog 


Jh^cifiliet  ihe  OQQiSoo  lasguagc,  druBkenHeft  and  adultery  th9 
fiommaa  pra^ices  of  Ac  tnhabstaiits ;  God  will  ^tthcr  fvecf 
•«W9f  efac  £iih  of  fhofe  natk>ns,  by  the  befom  of  a  general  n» 
AHiaadoft,  or  he  wiU  Auroop  awa j  their  iababitantfi  cmc  of  chcfli, 
m\%h  the  beixn  of  deftrn^oa.  For  if  we  have;  dot  eicufibd 
'  #be  notion  ml  ^adief  of  a  God»  and  that  he  animadTcrts  thf 
Vkllitdooia  of  «iea,  (iriiicb  rhe  very  iieatheais^  bf^  the  H^t  of 
P»t|ir«,  faw  and  acknowledged),  we  may  thereby  eafily  be  led  to 
ihfs  cofMdnSom,  that  fiivsh  of^rflowiogs  of  ahommatioo  do,  and 
m»{i  certainly  in^efi^oobr  defi^atiooi  exorpt  fpeedy  and  ges£^ 
f^  j^rm^^Aoxx  do  fa-tft ent  it. 

fy,  MoWytbe  perfent,  wbofei-ffQniiatkMii  ^^rticolarlf  &«> 
Agn  by  tbit  inefbod,  being  men  that  eocertife  more  reafoa  than 
religion,  might  (ttethtnks}  be  pre? ailed  with  to  take  tip  at  Iaft» 
,  f  »d  fdhntt  their  uoreaibnable,  as  well  as  nogodly  cooifes, 
coold  they  be  once  prevailed  with  to  debate  thef«  matters  witb 
i^nol,  cMiicferative  mmds,  becoming  men  govertmd  by  reaibo, 
Pdt  wholly  fwayed  like  brntc-beafts,  by  Init  and  appetite. 

And  is  it  sot  highly  reafixiable,  that  men  (hoald  weigh  their 
pwn  ii^oQS  at  the  fame  beam  and  Aandard  where  they  weigh 
Other  meo'a  anions ;  and  renonnoe  all  that  with  flume  and  de- 
^ftation,  which  they  tbemlelves  muft  cenfnre  as  utterly  be» 
oeatb,  and  unworthy  of  a  man  f  Wherefore  hath  God  planted 
fly  principle  of  reafon  and  coafcicuce  within  ns  i  Is  it  rational 
10  il^k,  it  was  planted  these  for  no  other  end  or  ufe,  bat  to 
fcm  and  cenfnre  other  mens  woids  or  adioos  by,  bat  not  our 
t^wn  I  Or  to  be  wholly  ofeful  to  other  mens  interefts,  with- 
out any  benefit  to  oar&lve6^  Ask  thine  own  reafon,  fiUy 
anaa,  why  God  pJaced  it  in  thy  fool  ?  and  for  what  ufe  it  was 
intended  ?  AikI  it  will  tell  thee,  it  was  Qarticnlarly  defigned 
^nd  appointed,  to  regulate  and  order  thine  own  life  and  aAions ; 
find  next,  for  the  beoeiit  and  good  of  the  community..  It  wiM 
fell  thee,  there  is  not  a  fingle  9£t  thon  doO,  of  any  weight  or 
snom«nt,.bot  tfaoo  onqhteft  tocoofolt  with  it,  and  have  its  paft 
or  licence  before  thou  do  it.  But  when  thou  eotercft  into  a  fe- 
f  toils  coarfe  of  aAtons,  thy  cpnfulritions  with  it  ought  to  be 
very  frequent  and  folemUy  becauie  theie  things  are  of  great  loi« 
portance  to  thee. 

Thy  reafon  will  tell  thee,  finner,  that  it  is  a  vile  afitont  to 
}t,  to  be  thru(V  by  thee  from  the  council- table,  noworrhily  dif^ 
miffed  fmm  its  office,  and  difchar^ed  from  any  further  a^ten- 
choce  upon  thy  life,  and  concerns  thereof^  and  bmtifb  luft  and ' 
appetite  confalted  in  its  room  ;  and  that  It  needed  not  at  all  to 
|ttve  becn;i»flaatedm  tby  fonl,  if  ibe  fiime  ptiociples  tik^ 


34t  fte  nafinAblenBfs  cf  Perfinal  'tUformathft. 
govern  the  beaftsof  the  field,  miiR  alfo  be  thy  governing  priil- 
ciplct.  It  ftiiids  ready  to  offer  ir$  fervice  to  thet,  to  lave  thee 
froin»  or  to  receive  thee  oot  of  tbofe  mifchiefs  thon  hail,  or 
mayeft  rnn  thyfelf  ioto ;  if  thoo  wilt  but  bear,  and  obeys  itt 
mdvice,  it  tells  thee,  it  is  thy  privy-coonfelior,  by  G9d*s  ap- 
pdotmeot ;  aod  if  thoo  wilt  not  find  ieifore  among  the  heats 
and  horries  of  thy  Infis,  to  coofolt  it,  and  hearken  to  its  cona- 
fels  now  ;  If  thou  wilt  not  forfake  the  conduft  of  thioe  own 
reafoD  and  conicience,  which  have  a  right  and  authority  to  go- 
vern thy  words  and  a^ons>  and  fdlow  thy  blind  and  head- 
fironglufisand  paflSons,  thon  (halt  hear  other  language,  from 
them,  when  thy  lufts  have  precipitated  thee  into  thine  own  ruin 
and  deftmftion ;  as  they  fpeedily  and  inevitably  muft,  and  wtR 
do,  according  to  the  coorfe  they  now  fiiecr  for  thee. 

f  8;.  And  there  is  yet.  more  ground  to  hope,  that'  reaibo  may 
prevail  with  n;ien  living  noder  the  goipel,  to  return  to  fobriety 
and  temperance,  when  we  conlider  their  reafon  is  affiOed  by 
fome  illumioatioos  from  the  Chriftian  reHgion.  They  live  in  z 
land  of  Bibles  and  mioifters,  where  they  cannot  avoid  the  light ; 
an  advantage  far  beyond  whatever  the  heathens  enjoiyed ;  who 
yet  by  their  fmgle  snaiEfted  reaibo,  arrived  to  an  emiaenc/  io 
inoral  virtues, 

Oor  rd^ibns  and  cooicience^  do  not  only  convince  us,  (as 
theirs  alfo  did  them)  that  there  is  a  God,  and  a  futore  life  of 
retribution,  wherein  every  man  «Aiall  be  judged  according  xo 
his  works ;  but  alfo,  that  the  fcriptnres  arc  the  very  word  of 
God,  and  rule  of  faith  and  manners.  And  if  there  be  any 
among  the  debauched  crew,  that  <qoeflion  or  deny  it ;  we  may 
)be  confident,  none  of  them  are  able,  by  plain  and  (bund  rea- 
fbn,  to  overthrow  thofe  mighty  arguments  pleaded  for  the 
c^nfirmatioti  of  that  truth:  At  Icaft,  they  find  in  themfeives 
a  ftroog  fufpicton  and  fear,  that  they  may  prove  to  be  troe  ; 
which  jeabufy  and  fn^icion,  working  together  with  their  own 
reaibn  and  coofciences,  are  no  contemptible  helps  toward  their 
recovery. 

For  if  what  reafon,  conftience,  and  fcripture,  with  one 
motrth,  pronounce,  be  true  and  certain,  (as  undoubtedly  it  wfll 
be  feqtrd  to  be) ;  then  it  mil  ft  l>e  plain  and  obvious  to  fhcm 
2t'^o,  tlraf  fteir  bnitifh  Infts  have  put  them  info  the  dircft  and 
ready  way,  both  to  ruin  themfelves,  and  alfo  greatly  to  hazard 
the  community  to  which  they  belong. 

§  y.  i^s  for  themfelves,  if  they  will  make  a  judgment  upon 
'  -^rir  own  condition,   in  the  light  of  reafon,   confcience,  or 

iptttre,  {tai  they  very  well  know,  they  take  their  meaforM 
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im  petkd  dir)i^nt&*  if  they  take  them  iioc  by  thb  direftid&)  i 
then,  coDtiouiog  the  ^lae  oHirijs  they  now  do^  ibey  are  a  loft 
geoeratioD. , 

Ail  cbeir  lawful  aad  futhfol  guides  tctt  tbem^  with  one 
iDouth,  they. are  certaioly  io  the  broad  way  tp-daimiatioD  y  and 
that,  how  irkloate  and  terrible  foever  ihe  tboagbts  aod  appre-* 
heafions  of  hell  are  to  theiii»  yet  thither  they  mtift  certaiol/ 
come»  if  they  porlne  this  coorfe.  Their  reafoii  plainly  telb  tbem^ 
be  that  chafeth  the  means,  and  engageth  in  the  way  leading  tci. 
hell,  .moQ,  aod  opght  to  make  account,  that  hell  is  the  place 
he  is.preparipg  for* 

C!:oq(cien€e  |sas  plain  ancf  pofitiye  with  jthem,  that  tbey  mnft 
either  return,  or  perifh.  Tbe>fcripturc  om^firms  die  teftimo*^^ 
Diej»  of  both,  by  telling  them  pUnly,  That  tk  md  of  thefe 
tiings  is  dcaihi  Kwn.vUzi, 

.  It  is  downright  folly  and  maifeefs^  by  tbe  vote  of  the  whole 
rational  and  fober  world,  for  any  oum  to  eondndc,  or.bope  he 
ihall  be  happy  in  tbe  world  lo  come,  wbofe  life  is  drawnr 
ihroi^b,  and  finiflied  19  ali  nmnner  ef  obfi:«uty,  filthinefr^ 
aadprofaneneis  ia  the  prefent  world. 

For  kt  the  cafe  be  brooght  into  thdight  of  yoorown  reafim, 
as  dim  as  it  is,  and  kt  »t  frei^y  judge,  when  you  are  bekhing 
out  your  black  and  horrid  .blMifrbemieaagaiuft  God,  iin^ecat* 
log  dam^liatioD  from  him  upon  your  owa  fouls,  wallowing  ia 
bealUy  lu(b,  vomiting  and  roaring,  in  taverns  and  ale^boufes  r 
ask,. I  iay,  your  owb  rcalba,  cont'dence,  or  ibe  fcripture,  whe- 
ther all,  or  either,  of  thgB„  wiU  alkyw  you  to  iay  or  thiak^. 
^  Now  we  are  ia  the  t;ight  way  to  eteraal  UeSedoefe  t  This  is 
\  the  very  coorfe  th^  will  bripg  ua  to  kappineis  in  tbe  world  t<» 
*.  come :  thjs  pkafetb  God  better^  and  is  a  furer  path  to  glory^ 
*,  chau  repentance  or  faiths  mortification,  prayer,  or  reforma- 
*  lion.*  No,  no,  as  blind  as  your  reafon  is,  aod  as  (eared  as 
your  confcjeac^s  are,  jou  will  never  bring  them  to  comprobate, 
or  fubfcribe  fuch  abfurd  and  horrid  coadufions  as  thefe* 

But,  on  the  coc^trary,  they  will  tell  you,  that  if  you  will 
have  the  pleafure,  you  ttuft  have  the  pain  and  torment  of  fin*. 
That  it  is  mad|ie&  to,  (ay,  you  are  afr^  to  bun>,  buljnot  afraid 
to  fill ;  that  you  w^  loth  to  be  damned,  and  yet  chaUenge  the 
admighty  God  to  his  face,  to  damn  you  :  as  much  a  folly,  as^ 
to  drink  a  baneful  dofe  of  k)|own  poUbf^  and  think  ^o  fieel  no 
painful  gripes  afterwards. 

As  for  the  (cripturcs,  they  a{ipeal  ,tc^  the  te$&Mk  of  men  to 
thlf  cafe,  as  a  moft  k^own  and  jdtbwed  thing,  fcarce  imagtpabk 
^  lie  hid  from  any  man. ,  1  Cor^  vl  i^,  10.  **  Kjc^w  ye  not»  thac 
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*«•  tbe  nrigbicrat  IMA  not  inherit  tte  kingdote  «P  Odd:  tt 
^  Mcdcarivcid;  aekhtr  fornicators,  nor  Mdljcev^,  Hor  adftke^ 
^*  rerSy  nor  eflTcmioate,  nor  abofers  of  themfelves  ^tfa  iMtf^ 
**  kind ;  northfev^,  nor  coitetoo^  nor  dmillurcb,  tor  rev9erS| 
«*  nor  tsfornoikn^  (hall  Inherit  the  Ungdoin  of  GkiA" 

h  wooU  aksht  ihe  hopwelt  of  a  ooiAfiaffidlaiie  Chriftiatf-Kl 
idM  and  yora  within  him,  lo  behoM  iftuMnrdeS  c$  ftmisr  of  ifi>' 
vahiiUe  worth,  mnaing  gf^lly  on  KMbeir  ^lenmlrolfii  #^ 
SiWj  ftffp^ing  rhek  eam  ah  the  waf ,  to^the  Voices  of  tli^ir  owd 
aesifoo  and  conftienc^  na  wdl  M  (O  thd  voite  of  God  io  hH 
word  ;<  not  once  making  a  paole»  till  they  kAiitM  tlSar  gtflpB 
of  Acrnal  and  tQCOkraMe  nrilttry,  iot^  whidi,  nrfth  gr^ar^d* 
pbatioo,  they  w&  ending  theflireltds. 

f  lo.  And  tbeif,  for  thcf  oomnionity  to  ^Mdh^  %^  hOo&g  f 
how  dangerous,  yea»  how  defh-uftlve  fadh-  ^rfbns*  ure^  t^  Hf 
cannot  poffiUf  be"  \M  h^m  anf  wUe  and  ftf iMi?  oMrver.    #or 
if  one  fioBer  d^ftvoy^  much  good ;    if  oie  Adiad  tr^iol^te  thtf 
whole  camp  of  Ifrad ;  hew  touch  more^ll  wHoltf  fttr^His' Ai4 
droves^  ofi  dnmlMrd*,  bbfjphemera^  and  adntf€ir«:ri,  as  to^  BU 
every  place,    pull  down  tbe  jttdgoiiencs  Of  ^aod  t^M  thofe 
floNM  and"  kkq^doaK  wh^rdn-  th<ey  btieath  I    U  oo^  fe^r«  iad 
dangers  were  graansr  than  thef  ii«,  y^r  refbr4fatio«i«nngHt  fiiv^ 
vs^  jcr.  V.  I.   ••^  Kon  y«  to  and  ko  ihtmigh  theftr^te  of  le-* 
'^  rn^hm,  amd:  fie  now,  and  know,  aUd^ieii^  ill  the  bf^fld  pfa^ 
^  obs  thereoi^  if  yon  tiiar  find  a  niM!,   ^i .  i*.  a  public  man,  2t 
**  man  in^ wciKM4^,>  if  there  be  anf  that  e«ecii«6tfa  Jad][|[ftietft| 
*'  Ihat  feek^lh  tbe  trmfi,  atfd  I  wtti  par^bd  iV."^    And  if  oul* 
hopes  and  eoo6den€lss«  were  dindi'  Mgher  than  tlleyar^;  5ref 
nnitsflcateidi  fin  wMld  undo^  ttd*    ItiorgAortS'  aiiid  colilli&ofei* 
wca]lh9ar0  ncR  fo^much'^ndbngetisd  Ay  the*  powisrsFaiM  pottcfes 
of  their  eaemie»wifho«t  them,  as^th^yat^ebf  the  otireforiried^ 
nefs  of  prt^lgne  wretches  within,  Mi  amoiigd  them.    Rh- 
£QrmationT<|uidtly  rtfecirers^theamieut  gtorf  6f  khlgdoUfi^;  aQ<t 
makes  tfaem^  the  fttrdv  o^  fhjBtf  eineffii^si 

For  though. titers  wflli  be  Hfilt'  too  ibue^^O  priir»i^lf  Mhillftt^ 
t^ruader  the  be(tliiwii;  s»idtliei»oft  ffgbityns  atfdf  inirpalrHtf  tie*- 
itatidn  of  them ;  y^r  arb'cmdkoceK^  fin  would'  ^€ttbf  %t  pre^ 
m^med,  affd  the  fins'  that  at^  d)ffimltted  wotfld'not  become  nt- 
tional,  but  perfonal  only «,  and  the<<^  wtralH  not  lb  diuch  cotucerif' 
nnd  haiard  the  pubilc  weal  au^  ti^n^nWJfjp  of'  the  ftkfe. 

Moreover,  dates  and  kingdoins  are  iii  do  fmiir  Ka&rd  by  th^ 

inibHc  debaOGherf,   and  common  pn>fai]refl^  df  their  fn^. 

k&s  ;    forafinuch  st  it)  this  vtry  ficik  add  puddle  of  thfcn*  lafe, 

ie:qai%  i9ri(d9m^  rpcJghtijrannt^ge/  and  tHiegaltohrfol  their 


^hjtf^,  sat€  quenched  afid  dto^tcd,  their  fpirlts  lofteaed  and 
effejOHfiated.  it  is  hard  to  imagine  tbofe  i^ea  wiH  engage  far  in 
ti&e  caufil  of  refbrmattoQ,  when  refopmatiOQ  itfelt  is  the  only 
Aiag  tfaey  h^fe  and  f<^r. 

;  Nor  oeed  we  wonder  to  find  men  intimidated,  and  low-fp!* 
Srked,  in  tvittt  and  places  of  imminent  danger,  who  not  only 
carry  abont  them  fo  mnch  guilty  (which  is  the  fountain  of  fear) 
but  afe  wholly  addicted  to  (enfaal  pleaiures»  which  they  arb 
jbth-  to  hatard  opoft  public  accoants  and  confideration^,  thefe  . 
being  the  only  heaven  they  bavei  or  hope  for :  **  Whoredom, 
**  and  Wine,  And  new  wine  take  away  the  heart/'  Hof.  iV. 
It.  It  b  in  the  very  nature  of  thefe  fins,  to  make  men  fottifll, 
tod  in  the  very  nature  of  guilt  to  make  the m  pufillanimons. 

Seneca  tibferyes,  (and  his  obfervation  is  true)  •  '  That  the 
5  conscience  of  a  wicked  man  is  a  terrible  fcourge  and  tormettt 
*  to  him»  perpetually  la(hing  him  with  (cdlicitous  thoughts  and 
<  fears ;  fo  that  he  diftrufts  all  fecurities,  and  knows  not  wheUe 
'^  to  be  &fe.'  ftence  it  comes  to  pafi,  that  m^ny  men  of  good 
<Xtra£lion,  liberal  education,  and  excellent  natural  endow* 
itoits,  become  fo  ufeiefs,  yea,  fo  pernicious  as  they  are ;  whd» 
could  they  be  recovered  but  to  temperance  and  fobrietjr,  would 
t^come  both  eHcellencly  ufeful,  and  ornamental  to  the  nation 
where  they  had  their  birth,  and  ta  the  fafety  and  honodr  where* 
cf  they  owt  their  fcrvtcc. 

$  1 1.  This  moft  defirable  recovery  aiid  reformation  of  pro* . 
fane  debauched  peribns,  is  not  (imply  and  abfolntely  impofli- 
tit :  And  if  ma^ftrates  and  nduiQers  were  every  where  dxem- 
Jriary  th^mfelves  for  fobriety  and  piety,  zealous  and  impartial  iki 
the  difcharge  of  their  refpeilive  duties,  a  genersd  reformatioki 
nirould  not  be  difRcult.  But  when  thofe,  whofe  ofBce  it  fat  to 
.  fupprefs  wicfeedi^efe,  (liall  affociate  themfelves  with  lewd  and 
ptoRigzte  perfons,  and  vie  with  thein  in  their  profane  courfea^ 
or  difcourage  more  confcientiOns  perfons  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
duties  ;  this  makes  reformation  morally  impoffible. 

If  profanenefs  were  once  found  the  general  odittm  of  the 
j^ple,  and  a  bar  to  all  preferments,  it  might  be  hoped,  things 
would  (Juicklly  alter  for  the  better.  It  was  an  ancient  cuftom  9- 
diong  the  Heathens,  (as  learned  and  excellent  Mr.  Hale  of  Ea* 
ton,  oot  of  Cfaryfoftom  obferves).  That  If  a  inan  offered  himfelf 
to  oottteild  in  the  Olympic  games,  he  was  not  permitted  fo  ta 
do,  till  proclamation  had  been  firft  made,  Whether  any  man 
knew  bim  to  U  either  a  firvantt  or  a  man  tf  infamoia  Hfe  f^ 
♦  Seieca,  epift.  97. 
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Aodif  any  (bch  imputatioQ  were  proved  ^gt\n(i  him*    it  < 
fufficient  to  keep  bim  back,  let  his  skill  be.  what  it  would. 

What  care  was  here  uken,  that  th^ir  vanities  (hoold  oot  be 
difcrcdited  ?  And  will  neither  reafoa.nor  religion  convince  os^ 
that  not  only  equal,  but  far  greater  care  ought  to  be  taken» 
to  difccnirage  profancnefs  among  Chriftiaos,  than  the  blind 
Heathens  ever  took,  to  preferve  the  reputation  of  their  vaia 
excrcifcs  ?  Let  ail  fubordinate  tniniftcrs  of  ftate,  and  officers 
in  the  church,  confidcr  bow  great  a  part  of  this  blefled  refocr 
mation  is  demanded  at  their  hands. 

§  12.  Were  kingdoms  and  commonwealths  once  parged 
from  that  fpirit  of  profancnefs  and  debauchery,  which  thus  de- 
files and  overflows  them,  and  the  people  generally  reduced  but 
to  civility,  fobriety,  and  temperance  ;  experience  would  quickly 
(hew  them  the  comfortable  cffefts,  and  happy  fruits  thereof.     * 

For  though  this  be  much  Qiort  of  what  Chriftianity  exafts 
from  all  its  profeflbrs,  and  in fufficient  to  obtain  the  happincii 
of  the  world  to  come  ;  yet  it  is  greatly  conducent  to  the  civil 
happinefs  and  fiouriOiing  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ;  ^ind^ 
therefore  richly  worthy  the  fludles  and  endeavours  of  all  meOj 
to  promote  and  obtain  it^ 

There  is  no  kingdom  or  commonwealth  in  the  Chriftian 
world,  which  would  not  by  this  means  breed  and  fend  forth 
multitudes  more  than  they  do,  with  excellent  abilities  and  qua- 
lificatiops,  fitting  them  to  At  at  the  helm  of  government^  and 
Acer  a  more  profperous  cpurfe  than  they  do  at  present.  A  wife 
and  fleady  direflion  of  the  arduous  and  important  affairs  pf  king- 
.doms,  can  only  be  expefled  from  thofe  that  are  able  to  govern 
therofelves,  and  their  own  affairs,  with  fobriety  and  difcretion. 

If  the  laws  of  nations  take  care  for  the  prefervation  and 
growth  of  tiinber,  fit  for  the  building  of  houfes  and  (hips,  and 
every  one  fees  the  ufefulnefs  and  ncceiruy  of  fnch  afts ;  much 
more  ought  they  to  take  care  for  fuch  an  education  of  men, 
as  may  render  them  ferviceable  members  to  the  (late,  both  ip 
^amp  and  councji. 

Magiflrates,are  (In  a  fenfe)  the  foundation  of  kingdoms ;  the 
flrong  (houlders,  that  bear  the  burden  of  governipent :  And 
reafon  will  tell,  that  fo  great  a  weight  and  ftrefs,  as  the  affairs 
and  concerns  of  kingdonns,  ought  not  to  bc^  laid  on  their  (boul- 
ders, whofelegs,  through  debaucliery,  are  too  weak  to  bear 
their  own  reeling  and  f^aggering  bodies.  ,  , 

.  Seamen  and  foldiers  are  the  walls  of  kingdoms,  and  (undqr 
God)  their  jSrudence  and  courage  are  the  peoples  defence  and 
lifeguard.    Plutarch  tells  us,  there  were  two  virtues  in  Haani* 


^e  reafonahienefs  of  P^rjonat  Reformation.  34^ 

f  bal,  which  made  him  profperous  and  fucceisful :  There  was  ia 
him,  Piurimuvf  audscta  ad  capienda  ferictda^  et  plurimum  cori" 
^iii  inter  ipfa  pegicuia :  He  was  bold  io  attemptiag,  and  prit<* 
deot  ia  managing  the  moft  difficult  fervlces.  The  former  had  ^ 
jBgoified  little  without  the  latter.  Courage  may  throw  meo  in- 
to the  midilbf  difficulties  ;  but  counfel  aud  wifdoin  helps  them 
to  emerge  thofe  difficulties  ;  and  I  am  iure,  that,  cannot  be  ra- 
tibnillV  elLp^Aed  ^^Q^  ^^^i  ^^^^  ^^''7  dethrone  their  own  rea4 
foQ  by  debauchery.    . 

f  But  when  me^,  not  only  fober,  juft,  and  temperate,  but^e- 
ligioufly  good,  are  employed  10  public  truib  and  fervices ;  we 
caoliot  but  think,  the  tecurity  and  profperity  of  iuch  a  ftate', 
lare  abundantly  provided  for.  And  our  confidence  heredf  is 
not  duly  founded  upon  the  maxima  of  human  reafon,  but  of 
Scripture,  wifdom,  and  authority  alfo. 

'  What  a  renowned,  profperous,  and  fuccefsful  captain  of  the 
armies  of  Ifrael,  was  good  Jofhua  !  No  man  was  able  to  ftiud 
before  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  Jofti.  i.  $.  But  what  bred 
thoie  brave,  gallant,  and  undaunted  fpirits  hi  the  bread  of  this 
-hero,  and  crewned  his  nobfe  defigns  with  fuch  admirable  fuo* 
cefs  ?  If  we  look  into  ver.  8.  tve  (hall  find  it  was  religion,  that 
gave  both  the  edge  and  point  to  his  natural  courage  ;  *'  Tln^s 
^<  book  of  the  law  (hall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  but  thou 
''  (halt  meditate  therein- day  and  night,  that  thou  mayeft  ob-^ 
^*  iervie  to  do  all  that  is  written  therein ;  for  then  thou  (halt  make 
^*  thy  way  prdfperous,  and  then  thou  (halt  have  good  focdsfs.*'/ 
Hezekiah,  this  way,  became  a  uoafuch  among  the  kings  of 
Judah ; '  for  "  he  clave  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him*; 
**  and  he  profpcr^d  wWtherfocver  he  went  forth,'*  2  Kings  xviit: 
5,  6,  7.  And  dying  David,  from  a  whole  life  of  experience, 
recommended  this'  as  the  only  method  of  profperiiy,  unto  So- 
lomon his  fon ;  "  Keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to 
**  walk  in  his  ways ;  that  thou  maycft  profpcr  io  all  that  thoii 
**  doft,  and  whitherfoever  thou  turneft  thyfejf/'  i  Kings  ii.  3,  4. 
How  great  a  luftre  therefore  doth  this  truth  ca(>  about  it  * 
that  the  reftrainf  and  reformation  of  vice,  and  the  due  eucou* 
ragement  of  virtue  and  piety,  becomes  the  veiiy  civil  intercft  of 
kingdoms  and  nations,  by  the  joint  votes  and  fufFrages  both  o^f 
human  and  divine  wifdom?  Let  any  kingdom  or  (late  make 
trial  of  this  method,  and  from  that  very  time  they  (hall  date 
their  profperity.  This  will  make  them  become  the  tcrrots  of 
their  -  enemies  rouod  about  them:  Peace  and  profptriry  fl^alt 
flouri(h  in  the  midfl:  of  them  ;  which  is  the  true  level  alnd  d^ 
%a  of  cMs  pxott  aeceflary  and  feafooai^le  attempt* 
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Prodticiiig  mu  dUiatt,  or  ruk  (4  rigi^  rsafin^.  reJptfKng  mtmA 
tity,  aihwed  by  mamkindg  and  pafing  current  thrtmgh  tJk 
viuHd,  without  erne  negativi  voict^  except  only  from  timfa  mem^ 
vihoft  reafant  ate  utttrly  captivated  by  tbek  htfis, 

$  J.  O  U  C  H  ii  the  degeneracy  and  deep  a>mipltaii  of  iboit 
*^  mea's  natures,  by  ill  edacation,  b^c  CQff«lMy»  ud. 
lQ9g  coftom  in  fin ;  tteit  ftbandoning  aindcsiftifigimiy  die  bends 
«nd  reOrabts  of  right  reaion,  a$  well  asrcUgtgm,  d^sy  g^vje  the 
fnll  fcope  and  liberty  to  their  loAs  and  pafiioos,  reckoning  tbdr 
chief  happioels  to  covkdA  in  the  gratification  and  ftiUfaAjan  of 
Iheir  fenfitive  appctitea.  They  affcA  a  (fsSx,  deKmtCt  fenfe^ 
pleafiog  life ;  reckoning  it  the  only  real  heaven  to  b^  defir<4 
%nd  fought  by  them  ;  and  ^ny  other  heaven  befide  that  to  be 
merely  notional  and  fantaftic.  This  is  \ht  deq^ent  they  <lefifie 
to  live  and  fport  i^,  fitly  dcfcribcd.  Tit.  ilj.  3.  by  ftrejmg  dip 
vers  iujls  and  pleafures.  Hence  it  comea  to  pafs,  that  thyeir  ho»' 
(Kes  ier ve  only  to  be  drainers  for  meats  «nd  drink6»  and  obao^ 
fiels  for  filthy  laAs  to  flream  throng.  In  this  ftream,  xbeSf 
giafculine  agility  snelts  away,  and  all  public  hopes  and  egq>e^ 
lions  fron^  lhem»  are  totally  defeated  and  difappcsnted^  A|ip6- 
tite  is  the  nufter;  and  reaion  the  (lavv. 

Theiib  men  (if  it  be  fit  to  call  them  men)  have  bid  defiwiee 
to  their  own  reaion,  and  denounced  a  war  ^gainft  their  own 
faculties ;  as  if  reafon  had  licenfed  and  privii^ed  (which  it  ne* 
ycr  did,  nor  can  do)  their  wor(e  than  brati/h  Infta,  t^  aft  to 
the  iittermoft  ot  their  abilities,  withont  any  manner  c^  r^ratnt 
pirer  them. 

$  2.  But  notwithftanding  the  prefent  captivitjr  of  reafi»n,  im^ 
der  n(urping  and  domineering  InAs,  io  loag  as  i|  bath  a  perm^* 
pent  and  fixed  root  and  principle  in  their  natare,  it  i^  poi&ble 
It  0|ay  recovx^rits  ihrooc  and  empire  over  them  %ain ;  as  many 
r  a  imprifooed  king  bath  done,  and  probably  would  4»  in  a  very 
ihort  fpace,  if  thofe  prejudices  they  have  conceived^ againft  its 
goTfrnment,  were  bnt  once  fairly  confuted  and  removed; 
which  certainly  is  not  hard  to  do. 

They  are  of  c^ioion,  iha^  the  lawa  of  reafen  are  top  fevere, 
IhtA,  and  rigorous ;  that  they  too  much  abridge  them  of  thfii 
pleafures  and  delights ;  ^  and  that  the  government  of  fimfm^ 
being  more  eafy,  favoiirable  and  fadulgent,  is  for  th^t  reafeOt 
^qi$ich  mpre  eligible  and  deftrable^ 

^V'her^  ii^j^iXSi^S^  poi  t|«dbMda»^  irfi^.(ii|!h 


iSnrci,  fci»  »lf  th*  eicbaage  6f  t^ieia,  aod  th^t  exchange  f^nry 
sr^y  IP  Qor  gr^at  j|<}«aptage.  The  ooly  hurt  or  \o(s,  (if  tbif 
«iqft  l^9G^Qiwie4  fi>)  99y'(ns»Q  jc^o  <oft^B  by  the  ei^change^f 
pte»f»rfi8  fiiiAf  frj  f«afoo  9ad  relyppo  }s  this ;  tb^  Aey  jcfigij 
foryoiitJiffttipQfil,  prdioaicy  ^od  congrvops  delights,  tK)thof 
aA«99  «Dd  of  a  Cbriftiap ;  ij9  Ue^  of  the  lower,  bar^,  ^4 
fillhy  p^siTares  of  a  bea^  or  a  devil. 

"H^  proptQfe  tp  yoo  roles  abofit  pleafores,  far  more  f^ff  nt>4 
gru^ful,  viilbo^t  any  c^lp^We  fe^i^eri^y,  or  aoAerity  in  Oiem, 
M^e^fm  vmld  oDly  regniate  zf^d  Jegitioi^te  your  deiigbts.  apj 
religion  faoftify  them ;  that  yog  migbt  mgcb  more  parely  aii4 
^fcly  cfijoy  ibeiBi  ipHibopt  eltber  (hai^e  ariCqg  from  tbtir 
t«rpLtQdis,  Of  fear  fro«i  their  gvilt*  The  roles  of  both  are  l^g# 
apd  ip4ii)g<«t  eppi^b;  and,  luiepi^g  withiD  their  lines  ?Qd  iir 
UPd'ts,  men  A4II  69d  fiicb  geoeroQs,  maoly,  and  agreeable  der 
lights,  u  are  so  tprbere  to  be  enjoyed  withont  tbein. 
s  (  3.  To  m^l^e  this  efi^eot,  I  (halt  poftolate  ao4  prefpqif 
l^nr  09e  ihii^  and  tb^r  a  ihi^ig  fo  ifQiQ^d}|it;ely  trge  aod  rejiV 
midenf,  tbat  in  ibe  fifft  ^al^ed  propolal  of  it,  it  natqraUy  904 
^fily  Vb^  iitfrlf  intp  every  piaa's  iiQder(laodiog»  and  op  fooner 
jisfcs,  b^t  &m  tbfi  approbatipa  of  right  reafpQ.  And  tba^ 
&If-evideDt  principle,  which  I  tai^  for  granted,  no  map  of 
^od  lotelleAuals  vUl  qoarrel  or  difpnte,  is  this  > 

7'Ifai  g^  vibicb  comprifeth  4n4  invchuth  thg  trta  btmonTf 
prgfitf  qmfktf/iiu  tf  th$  whole,  man,  wUch  is  more  congruouf 
tQ  human  nature^  ^ni  ^tjervafi^^  (f  it,  is  to  be  pr^trrtd  i« 
f^r  efi'vn^aiim  and  cMcjSt  to  that  wUck  only  yields  a  hwender 
grf^  (f  pkt^ure,  withmt  profit  of  hmtnur,  to  the  ha/efi  part  if 
man :  ^n4  that  low  and  tranfiewt  pleafufe  it  doib  yield,  attende4 
and/othtped  with  mofif  prefent  and  futUjre  miferies,  defirU^it^ 
to  the  whole  m^n. 

The  feveral  parts  of  tbi#  complex  propofittoo,  c^ft  focb  9 
light  and  glory  ropnd  about  them*  that  1  cannot  imsgioe,  but 
as  Cboo  as  it  (hall  be  propounded  to  the  jodgment  and  cenforc 
if  ioQnd  reafop,  it  mtift  immediately  gain  both  hs  approbation 
find  jspp^^nfe. 

Botvbecanfe  rxafon  in  many  men  is  lb  beclouded  and  dtfttirbF 
f d  by  IpO^  and  paflions^  that'  it  can  neither  receive  things  or* 
derly,  nor  judge  of  them  troly  and  impartially  ;  I  ceMHteive  it 
needftil.  to  demapd  the  cenfore  and  jqdgmeot  of  their  reafoo, 
pppn  the  particolars  comprifed  in  this  general  complex  propo- 
^tipp ;  that  fp  weighing  and  examining  them  one  by  one,  we 
may  try,  wbether  lonnd  reafon  hath  ?oy  valpable  enceptiop  ^ 
pMmj  f  ar|f  lar  mfiXRber  4iermf- 
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$  4.  Ad<],  ^rfi,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  no  man's  re^bd 
will  deny,  or  demur  to  this  prapofitioa  ;•  that  good  isfo'be  cho^ 
Jen^  and  evil  to  he  avoided:  For  the  will  is  aaturally  carried  to 
that  which  is  good,  as  to  its  proper  objeA,  and  (bans  that  whtcli 
is  evil.  And  that  is  naturally  good,  which  is  coDvenieDt  and 
agreeable  to  nature  ;  and  that  naturally  evil,  which  is  difcon- 
venient  and  hurtful  to  nature.  So  that  the  choice  of  good  ra- 
ther than  evil  is  the  natural  choice  of  the  wiU  ;  and  this  choice 
of  the  will  is  founded  upon  the  law  of  feif-pre(ervalion,  with* 
pat  which  the  creation  would  quickly  disband,  and  no  partica* 
lar  being  could  be  long  prefervcdL 

And  not  only  the  will  of  rational  creatures  chttf<^th  the  good, 
and  refufeth  the  evil ;  but  every  fenfitiye  creature  is  endowed 
with  a  natural  faculty,  todifcern  the  onefrotn  the  other,  io  or- 
der to  the  prefcrvaiion  of  their  beings.  You  find  it  in  the 
imalleil  and  mod  deijpicable  atiifnals ;  and  therefore  cannot  de- 
ny it  udto  man,  the  nobled  and  moft  excellent  beibg  on  earth  ; 
except  only  in  his  non-age,  before  he  hath  lived  to  the  jcztfct 
difcrction.  Children,  indeed,  in  their  infancy,  have  nd  know« 
ledge  todifcern  between  good  and  evil  i  Deut.  i.  39.  But  meOj 
not  difceruiDg  good  from  evil,  or  chufing  evil  rather  than  good^ 
arc  many  degrees  beneath  babes.    •  .^ 

Secondly,  Nor  will  rcafon  hcfitate  at  all  upon  this  particolar, 
That  there  are  degrees  of  goodnefs  found  among  pkafures  and 
delights  ;  feme  are  better  than  others.  Every  life  is  not  alike 
^leafant  and  happy.  To  deny  rhis,  is  to  make  the  moft  def(H- 
caUe  worm,  or  fly,  equally  happy  with  the  moft  excellent 
creature  upon  earth.  And  befide,  for  the  convi^ion  df  fuch 
debauched  perfons  as  I  am  here  arguing  with,  it  will  follow 
dearly  from  the  dcninl  of  that  truth,  that  they  really  gain  no* 
thing  to  themftlves,  by  all  their  extravagant  and  litendous 
coprfes ;  there  being  altogether  as  much  pleafure  and  feficity, 
in  a  temperate,  chufte,  and  lobcr  life,  as  there  is  id  thatbeaftly 
life  they  live ;  and  their  very  departure  from  the  way  of  fo- 
fcriety,  to  embrace  the  ways  of  debauchery,  m6ft  clearly  evin* 
cclh  to  the  world,  that  they  do  not  think  all  pljeafiurs  equal; 
but  that  they  do  confidently  expcft  to  find  more  pleafure  and 
fatisfaftion  in  the  way  that  they  chufe,  than  they  did  in  the  way 
of  fobriety,  which  they  have  left  and  abandoned. 

Thirdly,  I  cannot  be  fo  nbcharitaWe  io  think,  but  the  relids 
of  reafon  in  the  moft  profligate  perfon.  ^ill  readily  admit  and 
grant.  That  wherever  the  good  of  plenfure,  profit,  and  honour^ 
meet  togethef^t   and  jointly  conffire  to  make  the  life  of  amah 

re  comfortable,  and  more  durable  upon  earth  g   tfiat-is  muct 
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rather  to  be  chofen,  than  d  mere  tranftent  touch  of  fenjitive  plew 

Jidre,  accompanied  with  pre/ent  regret ^  and  followed  with  the 
ruin  of  efhatey  name,  honour^  fiuly  and  body.  He  that  i^iioks 
otherwife,  is  more  fit  for  a  bedlam,  thaa  a  ratiooal  aod  fober 
coofutation.  Thcfe  things  thcrcfqre  I  take  for  granted,  they 
being  innate  aiid  felf-evident  notions  and  principles  in  all  men.^ 

J  §  5.  The  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  are  clearly  difcer«  ^ 
nible,  in  leaving  fuch  principles  of  reafon,  and  combaon  notices 
of  confcience  in  men  after  the  fall,  as  prompt  them  naturally  nn« 
to  judice,  chafiity,  temperance^  and  fobriety  ;  and  do  Aru^e 
within  them,  to  rellrain  them  from,  or  recover  them  out  of 
their  immoralities ;  from  which  many  advantages  do  refult. 
.  '  For  hereby  God  is  acknowledged  all  the  world  oyer  ;  men 
every  where  (hewing  by  thefe  things  the  work  of  the  law  writ- 
ten in  their  hearts  *,  Rom.  11.  x  5  * 

Hereby  kingdoms  and.  commonwealths  are  preferved;  this 
being  the  common  bridle,  which  reflralns  the  outrageous  lufls 
of  millions  of  men,  which  elfe  would  turn  the  world  into  con- 
fufion  ;  though  here  and  there  fome  have  dipt  bridle,  and  run 
into  all  excefs  of  riot.  We  juiUy  admire  the  providence  of 
God,  in  butting,  bounding,  and  reilraining  the  boiilerous  o* 
cean,  by  mountains,  rocks,  and  fands  :  and  as  much  is  he  to 
be  admired,  in  curbipe  the  infatiable  luAs  of  men,  by  thefe  la* 
<nate  principles  of  reaion  and  confcience. 

Hereby  the  way  to  fin  is  in  fome  meafure  barred  and  (hut  up; 
and  the  further  progrefs  of  finneis,  already  entered  into  it, 

^  flopped  and  denied.  For  anions  done  with  regret,  cannot  be 
rTij)pored  to  be  done  fo  frequently  and  furioufly,  as  if  they  were 
done  without  any  regret ;  or  that  the  ^vay  to  fin  was  fmooihed 
to  them,  with  a  full  coafent  and  approbation  of  their  whole  felf. 
Vor  moft  finners  find  in  themfelves  what  Medea  did, 

Video  meliora^  proboque^ 

Deteriora  fequor v 

*  They  both  fee  and  approve  that  which  is  better,  though  ihey 

*  follow  that  which  1^  worfe.' 

.  la  a  word,  thefe  relifts  of  reafon  and  confcience  in  men,  «re 
iit  handles  to  catch  hold  oa,  for  the  turning  them  about  from 
Satan  unto  God.  When  Paul  reafoned  with  Felix,  about  tem- 
perance, righteoufnefs,  and  judgment  ^to  come,  his  words  laid 
hold  upon  thefe  handles,  and  gave  him  fuch  a  (hake,  th^t  the 
.t^ext  faith,  Felix  trembled.  And,  OJ  ih^t  this  might  take  hold 
<)f  the  reafon  and  confcience  of  every  profaoe  reader,  and  pra- 
Guce  fome  more  excellent  and  lafiiog  effeft  upon  his  (oul. 
$  6,  Thefe  notices  and  dlwtates  of  reafon  and  conrdence  ia 


itiai»  bdng  fd  o^cefTary,  and  mafiy  ways  beneficial  lo  tfaemlHtU^ 
as  well  ai  to  the  whole  eooitidoatty ;  it  mtift  therefore  be  a  bo^ 
tid  ^ill^roy  to  War  againfl  them  ;  attd,  by  f  ioieboe,  t0  Til^prdl 
aod  eaOaVe  them  to  their  own  Itifts. 

This  IS,  as  if  a  comi^aay  of  def^rate  ru(fi;»i!i,  (Hodld  iSixik 
inoocedt  and  noble  travellers  npon  the  iawful  h>ad,  Mod  add 
gag  their  |tfides«  whUft  they  rob  aod  protlittite  thtem.  Thus 
deal  brutlm  lufts,  (headed  by  the  devil)  with  tke  afiTeaioers  cf 
I6en«  travelliftg  alodg  the  lawful  road  of  duty,  nddef  rh6  todr* 
daft  of  reafon  and  cooicietice.  For  this  vrilaitiy  it  was,  that 
<he  a(k)(Ile  tell^  us,  ^V  The  wrath  of  Ood  WaS  revealed  froik 
*'  htiUn  agalnA  the  Heathens,  who  held  the  truth  in  nnrighte^ 
**  <iufnefs,"  Rom.  i.  vt.  They  had  the  light  of  nattirai  rea- 
fon and  confcieDce  In  thefn>  the  inbred  notions  of  good  aad 
evil ;  which  raifed  their  hopes  Of  feara»  according  to  the  iiatllr^ 
and  quality  of  their  anions. 

^  Cdnfcia  mens  ut  cuique  fua  ift^  itd  C6ilU:ipif  intra 
PiEi^ta  pro  foBo  fprnquc  trutumqui  Jmo.  Ovid. 

But  their  headftrong  boiflerous  lufh,  rudely  and  tldefitly  btak^ 
m  af)bQ  reafon  add  coufctence,  imprifoned  and  bound  them ;  JA 
2edekiah  did  the  faithful  prOphet  Jeremiah,  for  the  difcharge  dP 
hfs  duty  to  him.  For  this,  <'  the  wrath  of  Ood  was  revealed 
**  from  heaven  agaiuft  them.**  Aod  indeed,  we  canttot  wonder 
it  (hoold  be  inceofed  agaidft  them,  as  it  will  agalnft  all  that  aft 
like  them.  For  into  inch  a  fm  as  this,  many  direful  aggrarva* 
tioQs  fall  in  together,  to  make  it  a  monftroo^  add  prc^giodl 
fin.  Here  we  find  an  high  add  canfelefs  abufe  of  (he  noble^ 
natural  faculties  and  powers  of  a  man*s  own  foul.  What  Irarm 
have  thy  reafon  add  conrcied^e  done  tht^e,  by  fthnulating  and 
j^rfuadidg  thee  to  temperance,  chaftity,  andfobriety;  <»rby 
ftruggliog  and  ftrivh!ig  with  thee,  to  prevetit  both  thy  prefent 
and  future  ruin  ?  Do  they  lay  their  faithfol  and  loving  hands  of 
reftraint  upon  thee,  when  they  fee  thee  funding  headlong  into 
deftrdftion  ?  /And  do  they  deferve  fof  this,  and  no  Worfe  than 
this,  to  be  thus  trampled  under  foot,  aod  abufed  ?  Ask  thy- 
felf,  man,  Whether  thou  thiokeft  thy  very  dog  dfcfefVea  to  be 
hadged,  for  opening  at  mlddight,  and  taking  that  thief  by  the 
throat,  who  came  to  cut  thine  ?  And  darefl:  thou  ufe  thofe  dO* 
ble  powers  within  thee,  worfe  than  thou  wodldft  nfc  a  dqgf 
Humanity  would  blufh  at  fuch  an  aftion. 

Thefe  vile  abufcs  of  thy  reafod  and  codfciedce  Carry  alfo  id 
them  an  horrid  contempt  of  Ood ;   whofe  psttedt,  officers^  add 

♦  As  each  min*s  foul  of  good  or  ill  is  confcioas^' 
So  hope  for  good  he  feels^  bat  fears  for  vice,  » 
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delegates,  thy  reafon  and  confcieiice  arc.  Thdfc  certainly  fitt 
ipritfi  an  high  hand  againft  the  Lord|  wfao  make  nothing  to  coni« 
troul,  kick,  and  lay  in  irons,  his  commiffion -officers,  appointed 
Sot  no  other  end,  but  their  prefent  and  future  felicity*     Nay, 

Such  men  as  thefe  are  found  m  a  plain  confederacy  with  iht 
devil,  and  that  in  a  moff  unnatural  and  horrid  plot  againft  theiir 
t)\srh  fouls  and  bodies*  Their  light  and  their  luffs  are  ftrug- 
j^ing  together.  Sin  and  corifcience  are  combating  one  witii 
another;  the  one  to  deftiiDy,  the  other  to  fave  the  man.  Dareft 
thou  join  with  thy  lufts  againft  thy  light,  and  think  not  to  be 
brought  in  as  a  party  and  confederate  with  the  devil  ?  The  ftop* 
ping  of  the  mouth  of  thy  confcience,  fullyproves  both  thy  pon* 
fcnt  and  concealment':  and  if  proved  confentand  concealment 
make  thee  not  a  party  and  acceflary,  it  will  be  very  ftrange, 

Plutarch,  in  his  book  de  Amicitiaj  relates^  a  ftory  of  a  Perfian, 
-who  fcuffling  in  the.dark  with  a  magician,  againft  whom  he  had 
a  grudge  I  and  not  being  able  td  conquer  him  himfelfi  called 
upon  his  friend  who  ftood  by  him  with  a  naked  fword  re^dy  t6 
ftrike,  but  durft  not,  for  fear  of  killing  his  friend :  the  rer- 
fian  cries  out,  *  Strike,  ftrike,  however  thy  ftrokc  fait:  thruft 
^  at  an  adventure.  I  care  not,  fo  thou  kill  the  inagician^ 
•  though  thou  kill  him  through  mine  Oi/^ii  bodv/ 

Much  fo  ftands  the  cafe  here,  with  a  little  vanatlon.  Thoii 
art  furioufly  fei  upon  the'  enjoyment  of  thy  lufts ;  nothing 
will  quietthee,  but  their fatisfaftion.  Thy  reafon  and  cort* 
fcience  will  oppofe  it,  and  flruggle  hard  with  thee,  to  with* 
hold  thee  from  them.  But  thou  careft  not,  in  the  rage  t^f 
thine  infatiable  appetite,  tho'  thy  re'afon  and  confcience  both  fall 
In  the  combat,  rather  than  thy  lufts  ftiould  not  be  fatisfied. 
Oh,  what  brutes !  yea,  what  monfters,  can  fin  turn  men  into  t 

$7.  Ifmeti  have -not  quite  extinguiflied  both  reafon  and 
confcience  by  deba^hery^  and  divefted  themfelves  of  humani- 
ty ;  one  would  think,  no  motion  or  addrefd  can  poffibly  be  • 
made  to  them  more  fair,  rational,  and  inojSeniive)  than  this, 
that  they  would  be  pleafcd  but  to  confult  themfelves,  ana 
hearken  to  the  native  and  unconftrained  voice  of  their  own 
reafon  and  confdente,  before  they  engage  themfelves  in  mat- 
ters of  great  concernment,  upon  which  both  their  prefent  and 
Vernal  wrffare  db  depend;  or,  if  they  are  already  engaged, 
yet  at  leaft  to  lend  an  ear  to  what  they  have  to  ofier  for  their 
recovery,  before  it  be  too  late.     - 

You  are  not  here  urged  and  preffed,  to  hearken  to  the  voi* 
tes  of  your  enemi^.  that  hate  you,  or  .to  the  counfel  and  ad« 

Vol.  Vffl.  Yy 
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vice  of  mere  ftrangers,  who  know  not  your  affairs;  but  to 
hearken  to  yourfelves^  to  be  your  own  arbitrators  and  judges, 
to  draw  up  the  ayrard  with  your  own  hand*  It  is  a  flrange 
and  an  hard  cafe  indeed,  and  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed^  that  men 
lliould  fall  out  with  themfelves  at  fuch  a  r?te,  that  they  had 
jather  hear  the  voice  of  their  mortal  enemy  the  devil^and  liften 
to  his  advice  and  counfel,  than  to  the  voice  of  their  own  rea- 
fon  and  confcience. 

We  all  account  it  madnefs  in  Balaam,  to  beat  his  innocent 
ais,  and  threaten  to  kill  her  for  ihunning.the  fword  of  the  an- 
gel, thatoppofed  his  paflage  in  a  finful  and  dangerous  expedi- 
tion ;  but  how  many  ufe  both  their  reafon  and  confcience 
worfe  than  aiTes,  becaufip  they  dare  not  go  forward,  and  defpe- 
rately  carry  them  into  the  very  midft  of  dangers  and  miferies, 
which  they  plainly  forefee,  and  warn  them  of? 
.    What  injuries  have  thy  reafon  or  confcience  done  thee, 
man  ?  What  affronts  have  they  given  thee  j  that  thou  wilt 
not  fuffer.  them  to  fpeak,  or  offer  one  word,  though  never  fo 
pertinent,  feafonable  and  neceffary?  There  is  a  civility  due 
from  us  to  mere  flxangers  \  yea,  to  ftrangers  of  an   inferior 
rank  and  quality.     The  lealt  we  can  do,  is  to  give  them  a 
patient  hearing  v  3nd  not  inteirupt  them,  whilft  they  fpeak  nor 
fixing  but  what  is  rational,  pertinent,  and  neceffary,  efpeciallf 
if  it  be  to  their  own  good  and  advantage.     It  is  flrange,  meo 
ihould  not  think  tbemfelves  as  much  obliged  to  pay  civility  and 
i.tefpe£l  to  their  own  reafons  and  confciences,  as  they  daily  pay 
to  mere  (grangers  and  inferiors.    Give  them  but  a  patient  hear- 
ing,'and  they  will  both  tell  thee; 

*  We  are  thine  appointed  guardians,  .and  have  owr  com 

*  miffion  from  God,  to  advife,  direft,  and  counfel.     We  arc 
.  j  thy  faithful  and  inward  friends ;  yeg,  we  are  thine  ownfelf, 

^  *  and  the  beft  and  nobleft  part  of  thyfelf  too.     At  our  hancb 

*  God  will  require  thy  blood,  (houldft  tho\i  perifii  by  oiu*  filcncc 
.  *  or  treachery.     We  cannot  be  both  filent  and  innoceiit,  both 

«  are  in  fuch  hazard.     Do  not  abufe  us,  and  (top  out*  mouths 

*  for  cryiog  out,  ftop,  flop ;  when  we  fee  thee  departing  from 

*  the  paths  of  honefty,  honour,  and  fafety,  and  taking  the 

*  direft  road  to  that  gulph  of  mifery,  in  which  few  (if  any) 

*  footfteps  ^re  found  of  fuch  as  return  again,  that  are  far  en- 
f  gaged  therein. 

*  Suffer  us  but  fairly  and  friendly  to  expoftulate  the*  matter 
f  with  thee.  What  defign  can  we  have  againft  thy  true  in- 
*•  tereft  j  whilft  thine,  and  ours,  cannot  poffibly  be  oppoGtc'i 

*  or  disjunct,  but  one  and  the  fame  intereft  V* 
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;  Well  then,  that  which 'thy  reafon  and  confciencc  bfferSf 
l>eing  fo  weighty,  fair,  and  juft,  and  what  'thine  own  intercft 
plainly  lies  in ;  I  will  not  be  fo  uncharitable,  as  to  fuppofe 
thou  wilt  either  refufe  to  hear,  or  rejefk  what  they  have  to  fay, 
in  the  following  cafes  and  debates.. 


C    H    A    P.     m. 

fVherein  the  trtie  cenfure  and  judgment  of  right  reafon  and  con- 
faience^  are  given  upon  profane  pwearingf  and  blafpbeming 
the  n  me  of  God :  A^  alfo  their  replies  to  feveral  pleas  tiered 
in  defence  or  excife  thereof  - 

§  I .  y^  O  D  bcftowed  on  man  the  noble  faculty  of  ijJeech, 
\jr  (a  peculiar  favour  and  privilege)  for  two  ends  and 
nfes.  (1.)  That  by  the  ufe  of  his  tongue,  he  may  glorify  hJ:8 
Maker,  and  found  forth  the  praifes  of  his  Redeemer. ,  (2.) 
That  we  might  thereby  be  able  to  commtmicate  our  minds 
one  to  another,  in  all  our  necefTary  and  convenient  intereft^ 
and  concernments,  whether  civil  or  religio'us.  This  meitiber^ 
(the  tongue)  tho'  fmall  in  quantity,  is  found  to  be  mighty  in 
efficacy;  and  whilft  it  is  kept  tinder  the  rule  and  government" 
of  grace,  the  wQrds  that  drop  from  it,  are  2ts  apples  of  gold  in 
pidiuresof  filver.  Gracious  word«  are  bread  to  feed,  ayd  wa* 
ter  to  refrefh  the  fouls  of  others.  A  fan<f%ified  tongue  is  a*  a  tte^ 
of  life.  Converfion,  edification,  and  confolation^  are  the  deli«. 
]cious  fritits  of  tjbe  lips.  *  ^^ 

9ut^he  tongues  of  fome  rwen  t>reak  loofc  fmm  under  all  thcJ 
laws  and  rules  both  of  reafon  and  religion,  and  ferve  only  to 
vent  the  froth  and  fikh,  which  abound  in  the  heart,  as  in  a 
foimtain  of  pollution  s  F(j?r  out  $f  the  abundance  of  the  hearty 
the  m$uth  fpeaketh.  The  tongue  moves 'lightly,  but  falls  hea*^ 
vily  J  it  ilriked  foft,  but  wounds  deep,  it  would  not  fpare 
men  of  the  higheft  rank  and  eminence,  did  not  the  fear  of  ca- 
pital punifhments  teach  them  fo  much  wit,  to  keep  their 
tongues  in  prifon,  that  they  may  keep  their  bodies  out  of  pri- 
fon.  And^though,  for  this  reafon,  they  are  afraid  of  makings 
too  bold  with  the  names  of  men  ;  yet  having  no  fear  of  God  at 
al],^hey  fall  t^pon  his  great  and  dreadful  name,  toifing  it  to 
and  fro,  without  any  refpecl  or  reverence. 

Auguftus  prohibited  the  common-  ufe  of  his  name,  left  it 
ihould  grow  too  cheap  and  vile,  by  the  common  and  needJefs^ 
ufing  of  it.  The  name  of  Merpurius  Trifmegiftus  was  very* 
^^ngly  ufed»  becaufe  of  the  great  reverence  the  people  had 

Y  y  2 
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<hrhinu  The  my  Headicm  vrcxe  afraid  to  pronoiuice  A« 
name  of  their  great  God,  Demopjrgoiif-  as  feaiiag  the  earth 
would  tmnUe,  when  his  name  was  mentioned.  How  doth 
.the  reverence  of  Heathens  to  their  fiilfe  gods»  cxpob  and  9g* 
^vate  the  impudence  of  profeffed  ChrUtians,  in  their  vile  in« 
dignities  and  abu&s  of  the  great  and  terrible  name  of  the  true 
God !  Yea,  they  not  only  take  up  his  name  vainly  and  raflily 
into  their  lips,  but  audacioufly  infert  it  by  a  pro&ne  oath  into 
their  common  talk,  as  that  wnich  gives  the  grace,  lepor,  and 
IMnament  to  their  difcourfeSf  Some  have  not  h^  afliamed  to 
fsL^f  what  pity  is  it,  thatfwearing  ihould  be  a  fin  i  which  givea 
fo  great  a  grace  and  ornament  to  language  i 

J2.  Swearing  by  the  name  of  Godiu  a  righteous  cau&s 
when  called  thereto  by  due  authority^  is  not  only  a  lawful, 
but  a  religious  a&»  founded  upon,  and  directed  to  the  hcmouf 
of  God's  omsUcieQce ;  whereunta  there  is  a  folenm  appeal 
made,  in  every  afiertory  and  promiflbry  oath>  and  a  religicms 
ItfCknowledgment  made  him,  of  his  infallible  knowledge  of  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  our  hearts,  and  all  thfs  fec^ets  of^em,  b* 
ihey  never  fo  involved  and  inward  thtngn* 

The  hwful  ufe  and  end  of  fwearing,  is  lo  put  a^  end  to  all 
(trife,  aud  to  maintain  both  equity  and  chaiity  among  men } 
the  two  bonds  and  ligaments  of  human  fociety.  No  w»  it  being 
tiie  foverdgn  right  and  property  of  God  alone,  infalliUy  to 
jfiarckAnd  trji  tke.  iearts  4nd  reins  tfmeuy  he  thereby  becomes 
the  infallible  witnefs  to  the  truth  or  faUehpod  of  what  they 
fpeaki  fo  that  iq  every  fu^h  kmful  O^h,  there  is  n<^  only 
afolemn  appeal,  and  iti  (hat  appeal,  an  afcripdon  of  glory  Kf 
iiis  i<$Y!ereign  QmniT^^ienee  \  hvx  therein  (implicitly  at  leaft) 
^hey  put  then^teltes  under  his  wrath  and  curfe,  in  cafe  theji 
Cwear  falfelys  which  maipes  this  a&ion  moft  faered  and  f^emn« 

Tb^  deep  fiorruptiou  c^  human  nai^ure  by  the  faU,  makes 
theTo-  ?tppeals  to  God  und^f  a  cutfe  pecefliuy.  For  it  is  fup« 
^fed,  ifaough  men  h^  falfe  and  deceitful,  yet  there  is  fomo 
l^yerence  pf  a  Deity^  and  fear  of  his  wrath  and  cucfe,  left  uu^ 
esQtii^guifhed  in  their  fallen. nature.  So  that  men  will  rather 
'i^ak  the  truth  (though  to  their  own  (hamc  and  lof^}  than  by 
iavoeating  fo  glorious  a  nm^  in  vain,  put  both  foul  and  body 
^Uder  his  wrath  and  ^uHe^  By  which  it  appears  what  an  aw^ 
iPiiHiid  folemn  thipg  an  oath  is;  and  that  every <.good  man, 
not  only  takes  a  XtfrivX  oath  with  bolyisar  andtretio^Ung,  bc'i 
paufe  of  the  folemnity  of  the  a&ion ;  out  rather  ought  to  chufo 
de^ath^  tli^  to  fvear  prpfipiiydyi  be^au£?of  tbe  honii  ^fiali^m^ 
tycftbe^^ipfl, 
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I  $3.  TbeGontiimdy  and- malignity  found  in  proiane  oaths, 
I  appears  in  jd>at  tcmUr  diFeatening^  ^*  The  Lord  viQ  not  hold 
I  ^*  him  guiltlefs  that  taketh  his  name,  in  rain :"  A  threat^n> 
I  fng»  altogether  a&juft  and  rightedns^  as  k  is  fevcre  andterri- 
Ue.     This  £n  admits  of  Agrees  of  guik.   It  is  highly^imM  t» 


I  firear  by  the^name  of  God  lightly  and  vainly  in  our  commoot 
^.  iHfeQur&Sj  tfaoogb  the  oath  beclif>ped,  and  half  iuppreifed,  or 
I     diiguifediathe  pronuaciation  of  itj  whicb  argues  ibm^e  re^ 


\ 


mains  of  fear  and  ihameitt  the  fisner. 


,     -    It  is  yet ,  wotfe  (and  iqdced  not  apt  below  bla^hemy)  to 

I      fwcar  by  a»y^  other namc»  than  the  naoieof  God:  Forinfi^ 

doinrg, ,  they.  amibiKte  to  a  creature  the  fovereign  and  inconn^ 

municable  property  of.  God,   fet  that  creature  in  the  very 

throne  of  God,  and  inveft  it  witb  die  regalities  of  his  oomi- 

(cience,  to  know  our  hearts^  and:  almighty  power,  to  avenge 

the  wron^  upon  us,  done  to  himielf,  as  welt  as  to  men,  by 

!     filferfwearing,  ^ 

^      .    But  to  break  in  rudelj  and  blafpbemoufly  upon  the  facred 

and  tfremendous  name  of  God,  with:  bold  and  full-mouthed 

€>atbS|  flfikihg  through  his  facred  name  with  direA  oontume^ 

libus  blaiphemies  *,  this  argues  an  heart,  from  which  all  fear 

of  God  is  utterly  expelled  and  baniifaed. 

Tet  foilne  there  are»  grown  up  to  that  prodigious  height  of 
impiety,  that  they  dare  aflkult  the  very  heavens,  and  difcfasurge 
vhole  voUies  of  blafphemies  againft  the  glorious  Majefty  wliick 
dwells  there.  THey  are  not  afraid  to  biddefiance  to  him^  and 
cfaaQ^ge  the  God  tbatmade  them,  to  do4iis  worft.  The]^deck 
and  adorn  (as  they^  account  it)  their  common  dificourfes  with, 
bloody  oaths,  and  horrid  imprecations;  not  reckoning. tb:eai 
genteel  and  modiih  without  them.  It  confifts  not  with,  the 
greatnefs  of  their  fpirits,  to  be  wicked  at  tbe  common  nft& 
rheyare  wiping  to  let  the  world  know,  that  they  art  noneoiF 
tfaofepuny,  (illy  fellows,  that  are  afraid  of  inyifibiepowersi'oi[ 
fi>  much  cowards,  as  to  clip  a  full-moudied  oath,  by  fuppref* 
Cng,  or  whifpering  the  emphatical  founding  fyllable^  but  thiQfe 
an  hcH^rid  blafphemy  makes  the  moft  fweet  and  graceful  ca^  > 
dency  in  their  belliih  rhetoric. 

They  glory,  that  they  have  fully  conquered  all  thofcVbu* 
blelbme  notions  of  ^ood  and  evil,  virtue  and  vice,  heaven,  and 
hell,  to  that  degree^  that  they  can  now  affront  the  divine  Ma^ 
jc^  to  bis  very  face,  and  not  fear  the  worft  he  threatens  its' 
his  word  againft  tfadr  wickednefs. 

KAere  he  a  God,  (which  they  fcarce  believe)  they  are  re- 
lived, audacioully  to  provoke  him  to  give  tbem^a  ccmvindoff 
fvidcQt:^  of  his  being.    iSuid  if  b^  be  (as  they  arc  told  Ik  isj 
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rich  in  patience  and  forbearance,  thej  are  refolved  to  trj  Bow 
hx  his  patience  will  extend,  and  what  load  of  wickedne^  it  is 
capable  to  bear. 

If  their  damnation  be  not  yet  fure  enough,  they  will  do  their 
tttmoft  to  make  it  fure,  by  breaking  down  the  only  bridge 
whereby  they  can  efcape  damnation  :  I  mean,  by  trampling  un- 
der their  feet  the  precious  blood  and  wounds  of  the  Son  of 
Qod,  and  imprecating  the  damnation  of  hell  upon  their  own 
fouls,  as  if  it  flumbered  too  long,  and  were  too  flow-paced  in 
its  motions  towards  them.  I  am  of  opinion,  there  are  few  Chri- 
ftians  to  be  found  on  earth,  crying  ib  often,  Lordj  pardm : 
Lord^  fave  me :  as  fome  wretches  among  us  cry,  (/  frembk  U 
fpeak  it !)  Ood  damn  me  ;  the  devil  take  rne* 

Herein  they  feem  to  envy  the  happineis  of  the  devils,  and 
damned  wretches  in  hell,  and  endeavour  (as  one  fpeaks)  to 
fnatch  damnation  out  of  God's  hands  before  the  time  ;  as  if 
they  Gould  not  be  foon  enough  among  their  roaring  and  howl- 
ing companions,-  in  the  midft  of  the  everlafting  burnings. 
But,  why  fuch  hafte  to  be  pcrfe£Hy  miferable  ?  The  very  de- 
vils themfelves  deprecate  torments  before  their  time,  though 
you  imprecate  them.  Your  mifery  makes  hafte  enough  towards 
you ;  you  need  not  quicken  it,  or  thus  run  to  meet  it. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the  bars  of  the  bottomlefe  pit  were 
broken  up,  and  devils  fhould  afcend  in  hun;ian  (hapes,  none 
among  them  would  be  found  haftening  upon  themfelves  the 
fulnefs  and  completenefs  of  their  mifery,  as  you  do.  It  is  a 
truth,  though  a  ftrange  one,  that  it  is  much  eafier  to  find^ 
than  imagine  men  upon  earth  profefling  Chriilian  religion,  yet 
in  fome  refpeft  funk  below  the  wickedne&  of  the  diabolical  na- 
ture, by  making  damnation  both  the  fubjefl  of  their  drollery, 
and  the  obje£k  ottheic  very  wifhcs  and  deiires.  Some  greater 
mailers  of  our  language,  may  more  lively  and  emphatically  cx- 
preis  the  horrid  nature  of  this  fin  ^  but  excufe  me,  reader,  if  I 
believe,  no  words  or  thoughts  can  meafure  the  height  or  depdi 
of  this  monftrous  abomination.    . 

§  4.  Such  contumelious  language  as  this  (Specially  when 
gfown  modifti  or  common)  cannot  but  be  a  moft  high  and. 
dreadful  provocation  of  God,  and  fuch  an  one  as  will  certainly 
bring  down  his  defolating  vengeance,  not  only  upon  the  heads 
of  blafphemers  themfelves,  but  upon  the  flates  and  kingdoms 
that  connive  at,  or  tolerate  them.  We  read,  Zech.  t..z,  j,' 
4.  of  a  flying  roll,  full  of  curies,  the  length  thereof  twenty 
cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  ten  cubits  v  ^hich  Ihall  enter 
into  the  houfe  p{  the  (wearer,  remain  in  the  midft  of  his  houfei' 
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and  ccmfume  it  with  the  timber  and  (tones  thereof.  Blafphcmy 
and  profane  fwearing,  arc  like  barrels  of  gunpowder  laid  un- 
der the  fdundation  of  many  great  and  noble  familesy  many  of 
■which  ar^  already  blown  up,  and  laid  in  ruins  by  this  fin,  and 
many  more  ready  to  follow,  as  foon  as  the  juitice  of  God  fliall 
give  fire  to  it.  ' 

And  (comparatively  fpeaking)  it  were  happy  if  the  mifchief 
ended  here  ;  but,  alas !  it  caufes  God  to  commence  a  quarrel 
with  the  whole  land  ;  Hof.  iv.  2,  3.  "  And  becaufe  of  oaths, 
**  the  land  moumctn.*'  You  find  in  Ifa.  xxxviii.  what  it  was 
that  brought  that  unparalleled*  defolatioii  upon  that  famous 
and  flourifhing  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  whole  land  of 
Judah ;  "  for  Jerufalem  is  ruined,  and  Judah  is  fallen  5  beqaufe 
**  their  tongues  and  their  doings  are  againft  the  Lord,  to  pro- 
••  voke  the  eyes  of  his  glory."  * 

But,  alas  !  fcripture-threatnings  iSgnify  fcarce  fo  much  with 
thefe  men,  as  the  predi£lions  of  the  weather  in  an  almanack  ; 
and,  which  is  ftrange  to  confider,  the  very  execution  of  fcrip-, 
ture-threatnings  before  their  eyes,  will  not  terrify  them  from 
this  inhuman  wickednefs  5  even  thefe  alfo  are  laughed  to  fcorn, 
or  eafily  forgotiten. 

Oh !  that  God  would  fet  it  home  with  power,  upon  the  fpi- 
rits  of  all  that  are  in  power,  to  take  fome  fpeedy  and  effeftual 
courfe,  to  remove  this  accurled  thing,  this  iniquity  to  be  pu* 
nifhed  by  the  judge ;  one  (and  a  chief  one  too)  of  tnofe  direful 
provocations  of  heaven,  to  which  we  owe  afpecial  part  of  our 
national  infelicity  at  this  day.  We  all  acknowledge,  that  all 
-  profperity  and  fuccefs  depends  upon  God ;  if  fo,  reafon  will 
readily  own,  that  it  muft  be  therefore  the  intereft  of  kingdoms 
j^nd  commonwealths,  to  prevent  and  reftrain  thofe  impieties, 
which  fo  audacioufly  provoke  and  incenfehis  wrath.  As  much 
,  is  this  their  duty  and  intereft,  as  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  courtier 
to  avoid  oflFences  of  his  royal  mafter,  the  king,  upon  whofc  fa- 
vour his  honour  and  preferment  depends :  Or  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  owner,  to  keep  in  that  ox  which  is  ufed  to  goring ;  or 
cover  that  pit  into  which  fome  Have,  and  others  of  his  family 
are  like  to  fall :  orcarefuUy  and  fpeedily  to  remove  that  gun- 
powder, which  his  enemies  havft  placed  under  the  foundation 
of  his  houfe,  to  blow  it  up.  Both  reafon  and  experience  will 
inform  the  rulers  of  this  world,  that  profeffed  rebels  to  the  God 
of  heaven,  are  never  like  to  make  ufeful  fubjefts  in  the  king- 
doms of  men. 

§  5.  Until  public  juflice  lay  hold  upon  fuch    offenders^ 
let  us  try  what  clofereafonihg  may  effeft,  for  their  reformation. , 
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It  ts  hard  to  imagine  that  men  of  fenfe  fliould  fo  generally,  ^sA 
fo  far  engage  themfelves  in  ^his  courfe  of  proline  fwcaring 
auid  have  nothing  at  all  to  (ay  for  themfelves. 

If  they  have  no  reafon  at  all,  to  offer  in  jaftificatiott  or  ex^ 
cnfe  of  what  they  do,  they  zQi  the  bnitet,  not  the  men»  and 
are  Cblf-condemned  already. 

It  is  a  queftion  vrith  me,  whether  the  foul  of  man,  on  this 
fide  hell,  can  fmk  fo  deep  into  the  nature  of  a  devil,  as  to  fin 
becaufe  he  will  fin  \  or  to  engage  himfelf  in  a  courfe  of  fin, 
without  any  refped:  at  all  to  ibme  carnal  intereft,  either  of  pro^ 
fit,  pleafure,  or  honour  ? 

llie  thief  hath  a  vifiUe  temptation  of  gain  to  allure  him,  of 
pinching  necei&ty,  to  induce  him.  The  liar  is  drawn  in,  to 
commit  that  fecond  fin,  to  cover  the  fhame  and  tinrpitude  of  a 
former.  The  adulterer  promifeth  himfelf  pleafure  in  the  ia- 
tisfa^lion  of  his  lufts.  And  though  men  generally  ftand  amaz- 
ed  to  think,  what  that  temptation  fhould  be,  which  prevails 
upon  the  fwearer ;  yet  doubtlefs,  fomet^ing  there  is  he  hath  to 
plead  in  excufe  and  extenuation  of  his  fault.  Whatfoever  it  be, 
letit  be  produced,  and  weighed  in  the  balance^of  right  reaibn  j 
VaJeat  quantum  valere  foUfi^  Let  it  have  its  due  value  and  con« 
fideration.  And  could  I  imagine  any  thing  more  likely  to  be 
their  inducements,  than  whati  ihall  here  mention,  I  would  not 
conceal  them.  There  are  only  four  things,  that pm  fall  with' 
in  the  compafs  of  mv  imagination,  pleadable  by  them,  when 
ferioufly  charged  with  the  evil  of  the  fa£l. 

1.  Some  of  them  will  haply  tell  us,  that  they  would  not 
fwear  as  ihev  dc^,  if  they  oould  gain  credit  to  what  they  lay 
without  it;  but  die  incredulity  of  others,  provokes  tliem  t6 
udd  io  many  oaths  to  their  fingle  affirmations. 

2.  Others  of  them  will  tell  us,  they  only  fwear  in  their  paf^ 
fion,  when  provoked  by  injuries  received  from  others  ;  and 
if  men  did  not  wrong  them,  they  would  not  wrong  Go^  as 
they  do. 

3.  Some  will  pleads  that  fwearing  is  become  inodift,  the 
badge  and  chara£ker  of  a  gentleman ;  that  it  ^iyes  them  re- 
putation among  men  of  their  9wn  rank  and  quality  i  and  that 
they  {hall  be  looked  upon  as  fneaking  fools,  unfit  for  the  com- 
pany of  gentlemen,  if  they  could  not  difcourfe  with  them  in 
thisdialcft. 

4:  And  fome^  will  confefs  the  pradiice  is  evil ;  but  that  thejr 
have  gotten  fuch  an  ill  habit,  and  the  fin  is  1>ecome  fo  cufto- 
tnary  with  them,  that  many  times  they  know  not  'whether 
they  fwear  or  no. 


\ 
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,  I  Ismopt  imagine,  n^r  (I  tblok)  they  dlieotieli^  wiiat  eUii 
i^|>ka4^^  iH  !^cu£^y  br  ^:tieotiatipt  of  tbis  hbrHcl  fiii :  JLet 
ikefe  tb^  k^  firq^Uce^  ha¥e  a  laiir  mal  at  tlie  Ur  cl  reafea  ; 
kid  carry  $»ur<Hyie9  io^raridff  tU|s  fin  for  ear^  ^jreafter,  a€« 
cordibg  la  t}iiit  jJrjgbtiSQ)!^  mdi^  yo»irfbli»i8  fiiall  li^  forced  \A 
f^&iipottit. '         .,    .     '  .  . 

,  $  6.  To  begiti  witb  the  firft  plea.  Toiifajr»  yiyU  wdilld  not 
iCyrear  jui  ypu  l^t  i^ould  jrpu  gayt  bedil  to  your  words  i»kh- 
cut  it.  Weigh  tbis  ijueftioii  in  the  iipriglit  balaiice  of  iMh^ 
Wi)  ris^fim^  vbfither  a^y  wife  .0|:  fobet  man  in  tbe  vo«rlii,  will 
jind  bimfelf  e^ir  (bi^  tiipre  obliged  to  belled  Wbat  you  &y^  . 
^y  tbe  additi^nj^f  t^a^pbemotfa  oath^  a^  iiitpl'etatioii$,  td 
your  plaiii  Hhd  fim{^e  aiffirmations  ot  negatioiia.  I  cannot 
ibi^k# .  tbat  yoi^  y gtiirfeltes  woiitd  givi;  tbib  more  iif^dit  to  any 
l^n,  ibat  (hQuld  piof^^  bU  fi^mi^  tct  you;  by  finding  hi|a, 
jMHibalt  bi^  'very  i|ri)feilliafi^  falfi:  ^d  tt^a^ieroiis  to  his  God:. 
Say,  ^eafon,  dbft  not  thou  take  tbi^  for  a^  fiir e  triuih  ^  tbathir 
i»hpili|ifce9  jicf  ^oft^J^ri^  .of  Wmftt^t  to  God,  irill  nm^et 
inake  oiiich  €dhii:ietiC6  of.  being  mi&  to  men  i  tor  w^iat  i^ 
ibai  wbtibb  giii^ai^y  (6a^'3  ^oMa  rejultatioii  ^m0(ig  wife  and 
"iTober  men;  btit  tbe  fuppolitioh  of  his  itttegrity^  and  eoA- 
|eiaitiou9  feai;  of  h^l  d^eit  and  guile  ?  TslJke  away  tliat^  and 
^itb  \x  you  ukib  2(w^  tb$  ctedihUity  ^pf  liU  bil  jRepdtts  iuid  af- 

^matiods,  ^ .      ^.    ' - 

If  I  \m!^  up0h  &4r  perfon  tW  ip^s^  a^  a  tiaa^  df  iiiiegmy 
ittid  coi^cieutioiis  Iefi4ern^($»  I  batjc  a  fit&ieiiiordin^ry  fei^- 
iaty.of  thf  irut^  of  what  bf  foiib.  But  if  I  loplcuvidii  Mm  as  a 
«ian  of  a  proftitute  ali4  feared  ibonioience,  thiit  dafes  vcat^rd 
•upon  any  fin  &  a  Qu^#  in  wbom  thb-t  is  hsa  awe  of  God,  t^' 
4)F9duiie  yeracity  iia  bi^  worda  $  then  my  reafoii  pitiefitly  Aoh- 
Jd^tk^  that  where  tiwre  is  n0  irutb,  tHere  ougbl  td  be  1141^, 
4ruft :  For  iruib  19  the  yery  grdund-work  ^d  feuAdtti<>n  of 
iaruft.  l^m^  what  irtub  c«n  we  i^if^iok  t»  w  lofi  in  tW  ma^ 
ibat^c)c8nQ^^upo9  aniy  tii^igl  occafioit^  to  break  afmdenslt 
ibeQbUg'4Uon«.pfai:fe^ttU»^,tphi8iQreatx)i'i  tbgetif^r  |iyith  aH 
"^e  boiids  of  rkiiiidi^efit*  his  great  alid  beit  beaG£i£loV  hath  bbun^ 
^im  winli^s  and  witb^ut  any  the  leaft  injuiy  hs  can  peteml 
Jhis  God  bath  riaftf  him*,  to  fly  in  bis  icry  fate  with  the  ano^ 
.tontan^QlioQs  language  ?  Can  we  fupppfe  ai^y  tliiilji  tO  be  m; 
^any  trufttohe  duetofucha  man  as  thi&?  .  .  ' 
.^  Good  men  and  bad  are  thus  c^^uradiftinguiflied,  Eecl.  ix.  a.' 
<<  Him  that  fweareth,  and  he  that  icareth  an  oadi.'^  A  ^^' 
ib^tip^s  xmn  iflt  ib  a&ald  of  an  i}atb»  tlaait  he  ^o»IS  tigkgti 
V     Vot.  Vlli;  Z  ai 


^01  The  reafdttdhlmefs  of  Perfinal  Reformation: 
if^ufeto  die,  than  fwear  fome  kind  of  oaths  :  And  thoagffber 
i)e  fatisiied  of  the  iawfulhefs  of  ^tn  oath  in  generals  and  of  the 
XBatter  of  that  oath  he  fwearethin  particular  i  yet  an  holy  awe 
and  fear  i>f  God  fiUshift  hearty  When  he  fwears  lawfully  and 
neceflkrily)  left  he  ihould  fail  in  cb6  mani^er  of  it»  by  not  giv- 
ing that  due  reverence  to  the  name  of  God,  which  fo  £cicred 
andibiemiranfadUon  requires* 

But  from  profane  (wearing,,  and  Uafphemkig  the  name  of 
God,  every  inail''sreafosi*  may  juftly  and  plainly  infer  this  con- 
dii^on  ^  that  the  fear  of  God,  is  not  in  that  man's  heart.  And 
where  theK  is  no  feac  of  God,  what  truth  can  be  fuppofed  in 
him  ;.  or  what  truft  can  be  due  to  his  words  or  oaths  i  But 
Ac  more  he  fwears,  ftill  the  lefe  reaibn'  all  wife  men  have  to 
-believe  faimw  And  I;  am  fare,  the  credulity  of  fools  adds  little 
deputation  to  him.  This  plea  therefore,  for  profane  fwearing, 
ia  altogether  ihamedy^  baffled^  and  eafliieredy.  by  the  commoflL 
fcafonof  mankind,: 

f  7.  Call  therefore  to^tfae  bar  of  reafon  the  fecond  plea,  or 
apology,  for  profane  fwearing.  ' 

Tou/gyi,  you  /wear  not^  unkfi  frcwdted  by  injuries  men  havf 
thngymt^ 

This,  is  fb  weaka-pfea  ferrfo  great  a  finv.  that  I  wonder  men 
ace^iot  afiiamedtoItfiBgit  ince^theeourt  of  reafon.  .  This  is 
the  true  fehfe,  and  ftrength  of  it  :  My  enemy  hath  abufed  me  i 
'  therefore  i  wUl"  avenge  the  wrong  my  enemy  hath  dcnie  me, 
upon  my  beA  feiead  and  benefa^or.  I  challenge  you  to  give 
but  the  colouc,,  or  fhadow  ^f  found  reafon^  why,  upon  a- 
nyabiaife  you  have  received  fi^om  men,  you  ihould  fallfo  in^ 
juriaufly  upon-  the  name  of  God}  who  never  abufed  at  injured 
you,  fincebe^ve  you  a  being,  but  hatb  always  done  yoa 
good.  Tdl  me,  xmny  (iftliott  have  theres^on  6f  a  man  in 
thee)  what  wrong  hath  God  done  thee  ?  Wherein  hath  he  in>- 
jured  thee,.'  that  thou  thus  wreakefl  thy  revenge  upon  him  i  M 
anenony  have  affronted  you,  reafon  would  tell  you,  ypa 
ought  not  to  take  revenge  for  it,  upon  your  friend,  and  beft 
benefa£U>r.  Have  you  none  btit  God  to  abufe,  when  men  w- 
bufe  and  injure  you?  Can  your  reafon comprobate  and  allow 
fiieh  an  aftion  as  this  ?  Satan  inftigatesthe  corruptions  of  men 
to  injure  you  ;  and  yOu  fiy  in  the  face  of  God  for  it,  whofc 
lawsfevercly  prohibit  fuch  a&ions,  and  will  avenge  th^  inju* 
ries  done.unto  him.  Speak  no  more  therefore  for  ever,  in  the 
way  of  eiccufing  the  horrid  finfulnels  of  this  hSt  againil  God*,, 
upon  the  accountof  injuries  done  thee  by  thy  fellow^creaturcw 
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•■^^tie  ckfe  is  plainly  determined,,  and  caft  aver^he  barofii'ea- 

-£711  vith  contempt  and  abhcHTence.  ^       .       .     :. 

$  .8.    Come  we  next  to  your  third  ^xcufe,  orplea$  That 

^huearingis  becmiem9<&ft>^  anagiv^s you  a gr fat  reputation  among 

^men  of  yottt  own  rank  and  quality ;  and  that  'youjhalt  hJookf 

^ed  upon  as  fneAkingfelloios,^  Unfit  for  the  Jbciety  of  gentUmm^ 

if  you  did  not  dtjcourfe  with  them  in  their  own  dialed.  * 

Tliis  apology  for  fin  is  of  no  late  date :  Salvian.  Ihentions  it 

*as  fer  back  as  his  own  time.:  Pn^ane  perfons  then  ^  tfaua  plead* 

•ed  for  themfelves,  that  they  were  compelled  ito  be  etH,  lefr 

-they  fhould  be  accounted  vile* 

Whether  there  beany  weighs  in  this  apolQgy  for  fweaidng^ 
will  quickly  appeac»  now  it  is  to  be  laid  in  riie  balance  of  trite 
xeaibn. 

I .  And  firft  of  all,  let  us  confidea'  what  makes  a  true  gentk* 
inan  )  and  whether  proline  fwearing  have  any  place  m  his 
^rUe  charader  and  defcription.  f  A  gie>ntlemaB,  is  one  that 
iprings  from  lamous  aad  renowned  anceftors^  and  degenerattfa 
not  from  their  probity  attd  honcwr. 

This  is  the  man,  whom  the  Latins  call  gek^r^s^  zxkd  we» 
a  g^itiemari  :  >  Becaufe  we  fuppofe  a  man  of  fuch  an  extrafUon 
•and  edudation,  more  gentle^  affable,  and  condescending  to 
inforiors,  aadito  keep  a  ftri£]ter  government  over  his  tongue 
and  paffionS)  ths^n  rude  plebians  are  wont  to  do«  Upon:  thi» 
account,  the  poet  rightly  obferves, 

J^/9  mofor  eft  pt^quiSf  magis  efi  ptacahiMs  ira^ 
.  Et  facilismotus  mens  gemrefa  capit. 
Men  of  genteel  extraiBiioai  and  educadon,  are  perfimt^.  whofe 
paffions  are  fuppcsfed  to  move  more  gently  than  .other  mens^ 
And  if  at  any  time  they  be  moved  diford^ly,  yet  are  they 
more  placable,  and  (boner  reduced,  ^an  $k&k  c£  ^rdid  and 
bafer  fpirits  are* 

It  is  virtue  vrblcfa  mfes  aaid  ennobles  families  at  iirft ;  for 
oinms  fangms  concoior^  ail  human  Itlood  is  derived  from,  and 
equally  tainted  by  Adam.  Nobler,  and  bafer  blood,  is  an  af- 
ter-difference, made  by  virtue  and  vice  among  men.  And  aa 
virtue  firft  ennobled,  and  caifed  fome  families  above  others, 
fo  it  will  ftill  continue  the.  line  of  honour  in  their  pofterity  : 
And  as  their  virtues  ihall  increase,  ib  will  their  honour  pro- 
portionably  do.  ^  .  ■     ' 

Z  2  2 
*  Mali  ejffe  coguntur^  tie  viles  haheanfuri  . 

t  Oenerofujf  nobilis^  e%pr(nedafQ  genet e  wfus^   qui  »"g&*t^re^ 

mief$£iit.  ,•  ,        '; 


Tbccafethilynidplafailf  fliandiifgdiiisi  it  Is  mafsRy  itSki 
poffible,  to  make  iebauchcrj  the  prcpbr  hwigt  anrftfearaAA 
m  ^entiKty.  ^ormuof  ^lintiency  (atoret^ieyiilf^  ard  niore 
^ig^  th^n  thtjf  tcilhan  all  6afe  ahd  ferdict  lAb^ :  Aadi^ 
m  their  liorhoiir  iiitr6atfe()||  fe  do  tiitenr  cUigsttioas  to  temper 
tWBct  and  ftdiri6tf  ibcrtaic)  and  ftrcngthen  opCHi  them  prtqidr'* 
|ional(]y. 

It  iras  therefore  a  right  and  lafidnal  obfertktton  of  Hiemlne  ;> 
I  felt  lualnrig  tkJiraUe  in  nobiSiy!,  (iaith  he)  ^  ^iWx;  #i6ot 
j^A  nir»  direbaUnd  hy  a  tef^am  kpd^  neci^y^  n^  P>  Bt- 
'genenUe  fym^  grjiain  ihe  glorj^  and  fimwr  if  thfir  rifdnx^ 
Md  amjfiofti  IthA  t1|e  ieafoh  is  ftrOBff  andvfideiitt  Pdf  vir- 
tue being  that  wfiich  fifft  dtffcrei^ed  tnei^  Uood  ftom  otftloVt 
they  arc  obliged,  by  jJl  t^e  talue  they  hare  for  the  homnlr  rf 
^ir  btood  Vnd  famiHei^  to  ffinn  cHofe  yioeiif'  which  SAn  that; 
lidnonr  anddirnity.  And  what  irioe  iisai  dHhdnOvf  mi  debafe. 
:^hem  more,  than^^ofaiie  fwearing  i  Fdr  if  t^  arma  almmf^ 
pMt  funUies  have  beeii  rei^erfedjHFor  triraftm  asaiiift  the  hitigi 
it  is  irrational  to  iixiagine,  that  tt^aftm  agai^it  the  King  ot 
J^ings,  ihbald  add  a  r^.  mark  of  bonoiff  :  And  artist;  ts  blaf-' 
f  bemy,  biit  trea&n  againft  ^3od  ?  |t  is  {dam  thei^  frdm  tfa^. 
true  rife  siiid  character  of  i  |entleman>  |ntrfane  fweafiiig  her>^ 
ther  firft  raifcd^  nor  ^an  preftrre  and  oontint^W  1^  ^^^^^^  b^, 
«nd  expofes  th^ir  irep'tittthsn  and  hdnotfr. 

2.  lliough  I  am  moft  willing  to  pay  a  I^conting  defereffte^i 
all  perfons  of  noble  and  gentat  extraliibn>  yet/  in  firitMul- 
nefs  to  their  true  bonotir,  i  am  herebbl^ed^fo  &y,  (ai^din 
laying  it,  t  Htn  ofiettd  no  man  that  hath  ti  ^Vte  finpijfe  of  hd- 
liour)  that  their  naturardcfcerit  can  neyc^  glvetHem  f6  tntich 
tionbtir,  a^  the  vites  1  am  here  cenfiif ing  will  ^fleft  fgnomi-* 
4iy  and  difliononr  upon  them.  To;  be  a  flave  of  Sat^n,  and 
your  own  lufts,  is  fuch  a  ihark  <rf  infamy,  as  all  the  honoor- 
$[ble  and  ill^teious  titleis  in  i^e  world  cstn  hCYef  cbver.  It  isbet- 
^  ter  to  rife  by  virtue  to  honour,  frptn  cojitcmpitiWe  patcnh,  than^ 
by  vice  add  projfanencfi,  to  grow  conteitiptibk  from  hbnoara- 
4)le  parents.  Xi  i^  your  honber  to  have  many  ferva«ts  at  jont 
command,  obfe^uioufty  attending  a  t»p4  of  your  head,  ot  «, 
bcfck  of  yolir  finger :  Bot^  a^  your  bwn  reafon^  ^ehtteftieft^' 
whether  it  b^  not  a  greater  diibonoiirj  for  )!OU  ^  ittehd  as  olf- 
(equibiMly  yourfelvi^s  upon  every  beck  and  nod' of  Satan,  afid 
ycjur  own  lulls  ?: 

Were  your  natural  birth  once  ennobled  by  tbft  ^e'*-  birth, 
you  would  be  more  thaa  thrice  honourable,  grace  Would  mfekc, 
jpix  more  illuftrious,  than  your  natural  extra£liaii  do|h,  ml 


$pfs^  tite.    Or  if  mortdity  (whicsh  U  for  tufertor  to  ^af  hMo^ri 
9Hld  fi^r  which  HDaKhefid  thetuftlires  ha^  been  fi^KMiwdod  in  th^ 
^9igail!tr4^rkl) did  but  (Edmund  bMmtiff  yotif  ccmvtrfaddtisi 
thcrti^  k  twmst  eiithid  you  td  heftte%\  cur  fe^mie  td  ycm  fbt 
igtery  erf  th^  iH>rid  to  borne  |  f  et  if  iK»iiid  xn^ke  yon  ihitHS  ift 
the  eyes  of  men  in  this  world,  and  taki|lg  its  ^drafltftge  ftem 
faiax  bbn^tff^ble  eiitira^itin»  mdfie  fou  QiS^t  Ifotti  petfom  of 
4if  i^ferter  ner^kii  ob  ft»rs  i>f  ^  greit«^  fti&ghiciide  ^d  Jtift^e.    t 
liopi»igetidehiQnttiiiitig  theiafi^feA' u^  their  boftdurrWltt 
ffdt  beefffnded  at^  Cwp^  ifttaaive  tha»  thi^i  tgdtift  lYibtt 
flees  ihat  4^rK^  afMl  eidipii^  tbdr  Kmioiir,  bctth  in  th^^yH  ^ 
Pod|  as  yfrt\\  as  in  ^e  judgment  of  s^  W^  aiftd  g0od  ifl^h. 
.     'i.  Snfpott  w^4t  yipb  fay  it>  b«  ^«e«  tftisit  foih«  pt^fane 
^emtemen  ibottld  foof  a^  dtir)d«  yfjir^  f&r  your  fob^f  ciaittajgev 
Md  decmnit  langtta|e^  (things  which  oug^t  to  be  iftfe^arabi^ 
fiwifi  t^  gCfitUity)  1  w^yd  in  this  eaftf  apjpeal  to  ydttr  oWi^ 
ireajfon,  wh^  yb^  fliould  not^enjoy  your  own  pleafur^  in  as^  fttU 
i^itndeMnd  Hlierty^  as  thtey  dott)«irdi  Th^ddigfat  In  the 
{KdleA  of  devils )  yoti)  in  ptire  mk  inoffs^ptil^e  kngtiitge.    ff 
|3fey  will  drink  tto  puddkd  lifidfetl,  and  you  r^ufe  thc^  for 
cht  pure  tbtyftal  ^aMs  (  you  hfttt,  16  bb  furei  aK  diucb  r^a^ 
imi  (and  a  ttiDtUiand  timet  tnbre)  to  effect  your  lib^ity  to  bft 
^timnms^  than  they  ka?t  (or  can  pt^nd  t<^  have)  a  privilege  tt 
\t  vicious*  ... 

'  And  if  thfey  wtH  be  pfitntted  urith  you  for  ibid,  their  xiSh\itt 
is  groimdiefs  in  themfdves,  and  will  be  gi%at]y  advantageous 
ip  you.  For  you  n^ed  nrpt  doubt  but  vou  bay  find  hmtt  tctii^ 
pany  than  theilrs  any  where  on  this  fide  hell.  I  remember  thftt 
Rational  and  excellent  apoh^gy,  whii;:h  TettUllian  made  for  tbc^ 
tJhrlftians  in  his  time  againft  the  Gentiles :  •  Wherein  (felA 
\  he)  do  we  ofFend  you,  if  we  will  not  partake  with  you  i& 
*  your  delights  ?  If  we  fuftarin  uny  dainage  by  fuph  our  ttf\xM^ 
^  theirijttrycan  be  only  our  Own :  We  rejeti  your  pleafureSn 
**  ^hd  you  are  not  delighted  withoufs.'  . 

Ybu  will  ftew  yourfelves  trwe  and  worthy  gehtlemeh,  Itt  a* 
bandoning  and  rejeifling  (upon  fo  noble  an  account  as  this).atlc 
fttrthcr  uhUcceflkry  foeiety  with  fuch  gendlc-mcn  ;  for fc  they, 
^ferveto  be  called,  rath^erthan  gentlemen.  They  boaft*  i^» 
deed  the  honour  of  their  blood,  whilft  they  trample  th^  preci- 
I>a8  add  ihtaMbte  Mood  4i  Chtift,  uiiafer  their  feet :  Tliey 
bDafti:heir  eminency  above  the  vulgar,  whilft  Iftrtean  tiftie  the| 
febdUr  Vildy  to  debalc  him  that  f<^t  them  there. 
'  lan^ fuife there  i^  not  adevilin  he\l,  but  isbyn^webf  i 
^re  honourable  |ind  illuftrious  houfe,  than  the  proudeft  of 


g6<  Tfc  reafituMenefi  of  Perfonal  Refohnatisnl 
blafphemers.  They  are  angels  by  nature,  though  devils  by  pnc^ 
tice.  They  have  little  reafon  to  boaft  of  thetjr  original  excel* 
lency,  which  now  aggravates  their  mifery.  Kn  darkned  their 
luftre,  degraded  them  from  their  natural  dignity ;  and  fo  it 
will  do  theirs  alfo,  that  imitate  devils  in  their  blafphemy  and 
malignity  againft  God. 

4.  It  may>  as  eafilf  be  proved  as  afierted^  that  to  make  cur-- 
Gng,  fwearing,and  blafpheming,  the  badges  and  chara&eriftical 
marks  of  a  true  gentleman,  is  the  fouleft  blot  and  inark  of  in- 
famy, which  the  malice  of  their  enemies  can  devife  to  put  into 
their  efcutcheons;  andfuch  an  affirontf  as  ought  to  be  highly 
refented  by  all  true  gentlemen. 

Should  the  moft  malicious  enemy  you  have  in  the  world, 
f  c  an  hcralci  to  devife  a  Ihark  of  infamy  for  your  coats  of  arm% 
to  make  you  xidiculous,  and  a  by-word  among  the  people ;  he 
couid^ever  diihououryou  at  that  rate,  you  this  way  diflionour  . 
yourfelv€s.  7 

For  if  debauchery  be  both  afierted  and  allowed  to  be  the 
true  badge  of  gentility,  then  your  own  reafon  will  infer,  that 
all  the  asicie:nr«pithets  of  gentility  ought  thereupon  to  be  al<- 
tcred.  And  would  thofe  gentlemen,  think  you,  take  it  well» 
to  have  the  titles^  aud  epithets  of  ingenious,  wK>rthy,  honour* 
abl^i  and  noble,  dianged  into  curlings  iWearing,  damning, 
blafphemiiig  gentlemen  ?  You  cannot  but  fee  the  inconfiftency 
oi  both.  If,  therefore,  you  wiH  adopt  a«d  wear  the  latter,  you 
mult  either  cafbier  a;nd.  renounce  the  former,  or  try  to  mak^ 
the  former  cpniiftent  with  the  latter,  which  1  am  fure  the  mod: 
ingenious  among  you  will  find  an  hard  ta{k  to  do. 

5.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  propound  one  plain  blunt  quefti*  * 
on  tp  you,  gentlemen:    The  matter  of  it  is  too  rational  to  be 
fcjet^d,  and  let  that  make  atonement  for  the  blunt  manner  of  ' 
itftprx^faL     And  the  queftion  is  this :  '  * 

Queft.  IVhfitber  yqur  reafon  and  c^nfdence  be  fully  fatisfiedf 
that  when  you  die  (as  you  know  ymjhortly  muji)^  youjhall  then 
.  ^pear  bffote  the  judgment -feat  ^  G^j  in  the  quality  and  cha* 
ra^erofgentUmenr?  Do  you  verily  think  yoit  Jballjind  the  more 
favour  there  i  for  the  fake  pf yottr  nohk  defcent^  and  honourable 
^tctra^ionf  or  that  your  gentfUty  fiail^$nake  an  atonement  for  all 
youi^  iinpietyJ 

.    I  am  perl'uad©d«  gentlemen,  you  do  not  j  you  cannot  think 
ib.    You  know  you  muft  appear  before  that  God,  with  whom  - 
there  is  no  refpeft  of  per(ons  ;  a  God  that  will  certainly  d^xti^ 
the  impenitent  blafphemer*    The  m^n  muft  afiuredly  go  &> 
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fidl,  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  lo.  And  if  the  mac  be  damned,  certainly 
the  gentleman  is  in  a  bad  c^afe. 

6.  In  a'  wordy  I  am  paft  all  doubt,  and  fo  may  you  too,  tkat 
this  genteel  mode  of  fwearingy  drinking,  and  whoring,  which 
iiat;b/pread  fo  far  in  this  prefient  ihfamotts  age,  into  Prottftant 
ftatcs  and  kingdoms,  i»  the  wry  fpirit  and  ftitength  of  a  Popiih 
j)lot,  fubtlely  prpjefted,  and  induftrioofly  managied,  for  their 
cfFe^ual  redu&on  to  Popery, 

For  nothing  in  the  world  can  reconcile  men  to  Popery ; 

Jca,  and  even  endear  them  to  it,  like  debauchery.  Under 
^opery,  gentlemen  may  come  up  to  the  rates  of  coitly;  pardons 
and  indulgences,  for  their  greateft  fins.  They  may  give  theih- 
fclves  liberty  to  wallow  in  profanenefe  all  the  d3y&  of  their 
life.  They  may  give  their  lufts  the  utmoft  fcopc  and  liberty^ 
and  yet  have  a  plenary  pardon  when  they  die.  So  that  they 
need  not  abridge  themfelve*  of  any  finful  liberty,  or  boggle  at 
the  loudeft  blafphemy,  whilft  they  have  that  in  their  pocket 
toftill  and  quiet  fomething  that  grumbles^  in  their  bofom. 
Do  you  not  fee»  gentlemen^  the  natural  tendencies  of  thefe 
things  ?  Does  not  debauchery  look  like  a  flioeing-hom  to  Po- 
pery. 

Befides,  gentlemen,  thci  devil  and  the  Po^e  are  (confederates 
in  a  farther  dcfign  upon  you  i  and  if  their  defign  hit,  they 
hope  to  win  by  power,  what  they  may  mife  by  policy  5  and 
..thatby  the  very  fame  jnefchod  of  corrupting  and  debauching 
perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  quality,  in  Piroteflant  kingdoms 
and  commonwealths.  For  (as  a  *  learned  man  in  queen  Eliza- 
beth's days!  rightly  bbfcrved)  thefe  are  the  men  efpecially  in- 
tercfted  in  the  public  affairs  of  kingdom*.  Thefe  repre- 
fent  the  people  in  parliaments.  Thefe  make  their  laws,  adn 
minifter  the.  government  in  peace  and  Yar.  To  their  hands 
^re  cooimltted  the  great  concerns  of  nations.  Thefe  are  they 
that  fill  the  feats  of  public  judics^ure. 

*  Who  mantes  the  reins  ofgdvemment,  who  is  pre&ot  at,  and 
prefides  over,  both  private  and  public  matters,  but  perfbns  of  erni* 
rient  rank  and  quality  ?  Who  moderates  i&  the  Senate,  prefides  in 
ipourts,  commands  at  home  and  abroad  ?  Chief  men  and  nobles  farely. 
Who  comnuDds  and  coiintermands,  ads  and  overa^s,  manages  and 
canvafTes  all  affairs,  who  makes  laws  and  refciodsthem^  who  governs 
the  ftate  in  time  of  peace,  and  c<;^mcnacds  the  forces  in  time  of  war ; 
v  but  great  men  and  nobles  ?  No  wonder  that  the  management  of  pub* 
lie  affairs  be  committed  to  him,  whb  by  perfonal  merit  and  renowi| 
of  his  ancefiors  hath  recommended  himfejf  to  the  good  report  ai|d 
eiteem  of  mankind.    Jiurz/fired  on  nobility* 
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K  l;^ tit^cmen,  tlurcforci  by  this  means  he  generally*  ti^ 
tupted  and  tnfe^ed  by  debaucheryt  their  influonce  and  ensnd^ 
pl^  19  iiMl[  to  infea  the  gccateft  p^it  of  the  body  polldc; 
^nd  ^.ithef  make  the  people  eal^Jy  pliable  to  the  charms  and 
^uft)hH>f  ^  Popery«  for  the  reaibii  befoferaeutionci^  ;  or 
(p  beipt  their  ex^ient  paHdf  aad  encryate  tlieir  nafcaUJm 
VPHH^g^t  that  they  (ball  &U  m  eafy  prey  u»  thf ir  {ikkemri&j 
-weak  and  defpicableetiemiesi 

And  f^^ft^uljy  gentl^fneii,  we  hare  all  c^u£|  to  reekoa  thi^ 
plot  yery  far  adTanee^i  wtien  we  (ball  ibe  debaiiQliery  eyieiy 
wb^ffs  «^Me  the  Ixidge  fif  gentility  i  andchafttfTytemp^raiioe^ 
ai>d  jT^bri^yt  heemie  the  marks  and  notea  of  immj.  Vfhei^ 
^\n\i^y  itf^tf  Oijdl  be  hifTed  ^#itfa  flerifiaai  loui  of  fome  geotk^ 
Jtu^m  c<^9ift^ffty  ;  a«d  the  more  temperate  iind  fi^r  aoy  mail 
is,  by  ff)  rmicH  the  leis  fit  to  be  a  gaotlemaii's  oomfanioii. 

By  thi^  tirn^  t  hppe  y0ti  jue  AOftviiieiddi  thg(  true  gfintUttf 
w  pQ  «n^i9?y  IP  iobridty»  npr.debw^ery  the  tjiara£ter  ol  g»^ 
tiiity ;  ao4  will  U  laft  pardoD>  if  lioi  libaiik  me^  for  endea- 
touring  tbijs  way  lo  fecure  the^Ue  bonour>f  &«)«,  whilft  f 
tatioiially  ^gue  iowti  the  viees  and  fioJilies  of  bA^cis.  Thisi 
}>lea  for  debauchery,  you  fee,  hath  the  fame  fate  the  fornn^r  had^ 
^  d^f^^e«  ^<rv«r  to  be  mc^tto^ed  mbre. 

$  9.  TVre  is  b^t  one  plea  xn^c ;  and  tW  as  /i%  and  imir 
tiona)  96  ^1^  of  the  (ormer ;  and  that  i^, 

irQhn,    fkis  fin  u  hgimie  fi  cyjlmuiry  is  yWf  th$i  rmu  ysi 
Ji:arg4  nM^  Of  ^  V^ri^f  iV  in  ymrJUycii 

Th^  there  9>ay  be  frutj)  ill  tl^e  ii^li^r  (tf  itbisjdeot  l^i 
ther  deny  mi  dcmbtrbut  tbat  it  is  a  ra£i0f|al  iind  alloiwaUf 
pf^a,  waU  ^pm  .be  granted  by  ^mt  01to  reafoii*  The  tbin^ 
yoi^  j(ay  mayj>e  tr^es  £(^  we  fpmetimeii  fiml»  that  when  jm 
i^te  V^ji^  fpr  iweatring*  ypn  wiU  prc^i^ly  fwear  that  you  didi 
not  fwear ;  and  curfe  hioi  vaimh/^  tbat  asbcitife^  ^  £pr  CUTr 

§a  pr^y^  geotlp^cn,  fi^aW  yowrgfw'n  jctfwj«d«e,  vhcAcr 
C^uitptX)  b^  a  v^lid  arid  allowed  {r)ea  for  profane  fweari^g  aa| 
(Turfiog.  SajTf  teafon,  wtit  thou  allow  that  cbe  of  ihe  bi^^ 
^ggrav^onfi  of  iin,  is  pleadable  in  thy  co«rt  for  tbe<excui]e  and 
^xti^nuation  (^  il:  ?  Witt  ^ou  give  it  under  thy  hand,  that  the 
man,  13  the  lefs  giky,  becaufe  the  more  wicked  ?  Dareftthou  to 
Warrant  it  that  God  will  take  the  lefs  notice  of  th^  wrongs  rneii^ 
do  him,' becaufe  they  are  ufed^nd  accuftomed  fo  to  wrong  an| 
abufe  him  every  hour  in  tht  jlay  ?  If  your  rcafoi?  can  aHo^ 
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'llfi^  iwrattant  thk,  I  mutl  fey  it  is  diftVreftt,  yea,  and  dp^iWit^  to 
'  the  €onlHn<M^'Fe^n  of  mMikin<l> 

Say  not,  I  make  my  own  rcafoft-  the  ruk  and  ftandatd  df 
you5rs,  dr  dtfiei*  iftSns.  'F^r  I  irgue  here  i(as  I  have  ddh^  all 
•  along  before)  upbh  the  common  topies  and  ih^xiMs<>f  reaibff, 
geh6rairy  ktlov^red  iii  #ie  wdrld  6vfe¥  b^  mankind.  If  a  praftitfe 
be  evili  the  dftenfer  ir  ia  re|)eated, the  mdreHill  it  id  iggrava- 
t^d. 

To  b6  i)lam  arid  faithful  i;ritb  y6aj  gentleman,  if  it  be  yotlr 
.^ilflom  to  bkfphemei  it  k  G'od'^  ctiftom  tb  dimil  bkfpheiii^rS. 
'If  yott  dfe  tof  be  dtUrtlc  and  unclean,  God  ufes  to  pttiiifc  drtiftll- 
afdfe  knd  aduteeteir^  (if  impenitent  ^nd  untdormed)  ^ith  hla 
everlaftiiig  Wr^th. 

And  ^htn  f6\i  arfe  died  (ag  fhiortly  you  muft  be)  befoi»e  thb 
6^fiil  tHbtifJal  of  the  great,  thife  jufft,  and  the  temWc  God^  iSn 
but  ytorfelvfes,  \rti^thei:  fuch  a  plea  as  this,  be  like  to  exScirfe  , 
^  you  in  whol^,  0r  ih  par*,  and  take  off  the  heinduAiefe  of  thrfe 
horrid  impieties  ?  Will  your  profane  oaths,  and  direftl  ck^crsi- 
tions  and  impr^tsttidns^  be  exfcufed  irt  the  le^ft  degite,  by  tel* 
ling  him,  Lord^  i  was  fo  a'ccuftomed  to  blafphetne  thy  tt^me  ; 
Tcutfin^,  &vearihg>  and  damning,  wer6  fo  familiar  language  ift 
ihf  lips  from  day  to  day^  that  I  had  qiilte  loft  the  fenfe  ef  the 
aSion,  ad  well  zi  of  the  evil  thel-eofj  and  therefore.  Lord, 
pity,  fpare  and  have  ihercyon  tne:  O  damn  notmyfdulto 
thihfe  ^verlaftmg  wr^th.  For  though  I  have  imprecated  it  up- 
6n  ihyfdlf/yettrequeht  cuftonf*  at  length  extinguifhed  all  my 
fenfe  ahd  tohfciehte  of  the  etil  thefeof,  till  at  Ifertgth  i  eoiild 
play  with  a  direful  imprecation  as  aii  harmlefi  thing;  nay, 
thought  U  ah  ornament  ahd  grace  tt>  my  fpeech,  a  gallailt  cl- 
j^r^fKon,  alambde^'e  times  and  placed  I  lived  in. 

Is  hbt  this  as  good  a  plfea>  ^tid  not  a  jot  better  than  that  erf 
a'  r^iifefdOor  updh  his  trial  ftJr  Itft  d&id  deaths  >^cn  theft  <st 
Tobljery  havebfeeil  evidently  artd  fubftahtially  proved  upon  him^ 
,  &iid  the  jiidg^  dfeni^ndfeth,  What  he  hath  to  fay  for  himfclf, 
why  fehtencd  6f  death  (hrtuld  not  pAfe*  tijpbn  hirti  ?  Mercy,  my 
Lord,  mercy  tries  h^  1  for  I  hatfe  }^tnvo  ufed  aAdaccuitomed 
to  filching  and  thieving  from  my  youth  up,  that  for  iome  years 
before  I  was  apprehended,  every  one's  goods  and  cattle  feem- 
cd  to  me  to  look  like  nriy  own  ;  fa  that  I  fcarce  knew  when 
I  Hole,  and  when  I  did  not. 

And  thus,  gentlemen^  you  have  heard  a  fair  tiial  of  the  fin 
of  profane  fwearing,  and  imprecations  of  damnation ;  and 
you  have  heard  the  verdicl  of  your  own  rcafon  and  confcience 
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upon  the.  cafe.  The  Lord  help  you  to  bieak  off  and  refom 
that  fin>  for  which  there  is  not  one  wor4  of  apology  6t  excufe 
now  left  in  your  mouths^ 

Let  me  clofe  all  I  have  to  fay  upon  this  head,  with  one  plain 
queftioa :  Do  you  think  you  muft  die,  or  live  here  for  ever,  as 
you  now  do  ?  If  you  are  convinced  (as  all  the  living  are  fup- 
.  pofed  to  be),  that  you  inuft  die,  do  yoa  defire  an*  eafy  axid  com- 
fortable, or  a  painful  and  terrible  death  ?  I  prefume  there  is  no 
man  living,  that  is  convinced  he  muft  die,  but  defires  naturally 
and  ratioiially  an  '£»^«^«^«y,  as  eafy  and  comfortable  a  diilbla- 
tion  as  may  be.     "ii  fo,  I  appeal  to  your  reafon,  whether  pro- 
.fane  Swearing  and  Uafpheming  the  name  of  God,^  be  a  pro- 
per rational  way  to  obtain  peace  and  conifort  ar death  ?  Witji 
what  hope  or  eneoucagement  can  thofe  tongues-  of  yours  cry 
at  death)  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me,  which  have  profaned 
that  name^  and  imprecated  damnation  from  him,  till  you  came 
into  jpnr  laft  extremities,,  which  convinced  you,  you  could 
live  no.  Idnger. 

It  is  a  ferious  queftion,  and  well  worth  a  cool  and  ibiemii 
debate  in>  your  own  reafons  and  eonfciences.  Some  of  you 
are  more  immediately  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  death  than  o<- 
thersy  i^eadily  to  be  disbanded  by  a  bullet..  If  you  fall,  you 
muft  either  fall  eonfiderately,  or  inconfideratel;.  If  incondv- 
derately^  and  without  any  fenfe  or  confcience  of  this  horrid 
guilt,  you  die  impenitently,  and  confeqliently  defperately  and 
miferably:  If  eonfiderately^  and  with  awakened  eonfciences^, 
I  demi^nd,  whether  fuch  guilt  as  this  will  not  roar  louder  than 
the  peais  and  voUies  of  thofe  great  and  fmall  guns  do  which 
breathe  de(lru£iion  upon  you,  and  round  about  you  f  I  have 
done  my  meflage  plainly  and  faithfully  to  the  very  face  ot 
your  reafon  and  confcience;.  and  if  for  my  £aid^fulnefs  and. 
zeal,  both  for  God's  honour  and  youi:s,  I  am  rewarded  if^idi  your 
curfes  V  yet,  if  you  would  forbear  to  blafpheme  and  rend  in  pie- 
ces the  name  of  God,  I  (hall  not  much  regard  the  obloquy 
and  reproach  my  name  ihall  undergo  and  fufFer  upon  that  ac^ 
count :  But  I  expcft  from  you  better  fruit  than  this..    ' 
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Wherein  reafon  and  conjcience  are  again  confulted  ah^i  the 
praRice  rf  drunkennefs  s  and  their  righteous  and  impartiiJ 
cenfure  given  upon  that  cafe i 

§  !•    ^  I  ^HOUHaur  folds  and  todies  be  of  vaftly  different 

1  natures  arid  originals,  yet  they  do  claq)  and  em-  , 
brace  each  other  with  moft  dear  and  tender,  affedion.  It  is 
marvellous  to  behold  fuch  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  creature  as 
the  foul  in  all  men,  fervently  loving,  and  in  molt  men  fondly^ 
<loting  upon  a  himp  of  clay,  t  clod  of  earth  :  it  fympathizeth 
tcaderly  ¥rith  it.  If  the  meandft  member  of  the  body  be  in 
pain,  the  foul  is  prefently  concerned  for  it,  and  evidences  itfelf 
to  be  fo,  by  <:ommahding  the  eyes  both  to  watch  and  weep,  the 
tongue  to  complain  and  moan,  the  hands  to  bind  upit&wounds 
with  all  imaginable  tendernefs,  ahd  carefully  defend  it  from 
the  lead  injurious  touch.  But  if  the  whole  be  in  danger,  how 
do  its  nobler  faculties  of  underftanding,  memory,  and  inven- 
tion, awaken  and  beftlr  themfelves  to  the  uttermoft  for  its  deli- 
verance akid  fefety. 

Whilft  the  foul  lives  rn  union  with  the  body,  it  is  filled  with 
afiiduous  (and  too  often  with  exorbitant  and  diftra£ting)  cares, 
for  its  neceflary  fupport  and  comfort.  And  when  it  muft  be 
feparated  from  it  by  death,  what  ftrong  averfations  to  death 
^oth  it  ordinarily  difcojirer  ?  The  ftrong  ties  and  bonds  betwixt 
it  and  the  body,  cannot  be  loofed  without  much  canfli<9:  and 
ftruggling,  evidenced  by  thefe  emphatical  groans  it  fends  forth  z 
^  groans  which  other  men  tinderftand  not,  nor  can  be  fuppofed 
to  underftand,  till  they  themfejves  come  to  feel  the  parting- 
pull. 

The  reafon  of  all  which  lies  in  the  intimate  relation  which 
is  betwixt  thefe  different  natures,  which  God  hath  married  to- 
gether in  the  womb,  from  which  time  they  have  be#n  com- 
panions and  partners  in  all  the  Comforts  and  troubles  of  life. 
The  body  is  the  foul's  houfe  in  vrhich  it  dwells,  and  ftill  fliall 
dwell,  till  death  diffolve  it.  It  is  the  foul's  garment,  t|jat  clothes 
and  covers  it.  It  hath  worn  this  garment  of  flefti  from  the 
beginning,  and  is  to  wear  it  ftill,  till  (icknefs  hath  brought  it  to 
rags,  and  death  ftript  it  from  the  foul. 

,  ^  ft  16  the  tool  and  inftrument  by  which  it  doth 'all  its  works^ 
-  A  a  a  2  .      •  '      * 


'whilft  it  is  ia  this  date  of  compofition  ;  and  therefore  the  foul 
^annot  but  love  it  fenreptlj.  No  man  ever  y:^  hated  his  oxnm 
flcfli,  but  nouriflicth  and  cherifheth  it. 

$  2.  The  cafe  fo  ftanding  betwi^  the  foul  and  body,  the 
xvifdom  or  folly  of  the  foul  is  plainly  difco^ered  in  its  vr^y  and 
maimer  of  governing  t^ebody^-  as  the  Ipve  and  prudence  of  ;^ 
huiband  is  in  the  government  cf>  hi^  wife,  or  &e  rpafter  »|1 
prdering  the  aflPairs  of  his  houfe  j  or  the  neat  breeding  of  a 
n^tif  in  the  co^iely  wearing  of  his  garments  ;  or  tl^  i}ctU  aTid 
i:are  of  an  arti^cer,  in  the  l^rightaefs,  kee^i^is,  ^n4  (ha||)nefs  of 
his  tools. 

Some  huf^an4^  giye  ^idence  to  the  w.orld  of  t^ieirgofverp-. 
is)g  prudence  and  apility.  in  fuch  an  allowance  pf  liberty  tQ 
their  wives,  as  thje  hws  pi  conjugal  love  re())iirP9  s^nd  t|;ieireitatp^ . 
and  incomes  will  conveniently  bear,  and  no  mp^e  j  au4  i^ 
retraining  their  extravagancies,  as  w^U  aa  by  encouraging  tl)cir 
virtuous  courfe^,  in  keeping  back  no  due  encours^gement  tq 
virtue,  nor  giving  t^  lea(t  encouragement  upto  vice. 

A  well-bred  man,  that  carries  with  him  a  becoming  ienfe  of 
his  quality,  and  the  decorum  he  ought  accordingly  to  obferve^ 
will  wear  bis  garments  deceptly,  apd  ^ecpming  his  rank  \  t]\cy 
fhall  be  fure  to  be,  ne^t  and  clean,  and  fit  fit  and  comely  uppq 
his  body.  He  abhors  jpQ  wear  a  garment  tumbled  ip  the  naire, 
and  go  like  a  bead,  without  regard  to  his  repu^j^ion. 

No^rudent  owner  and  governor  pf  anbo*ife,  will  let  the  rain . 
•drop  through  the  roof,  nor  chpak  up  the  paflage  tp  his  door 
with  a  narfy  dunghill.  His  houfe  .within  fliall  be  neat,  and 
not  nafty :  the  rooms  clean  and  comely  :  ^nd  yet  abhors  tP, 
fuffer  fuperfluous  ornaments,  and  coftly  vanities,  Xq  fwallpw 
up  his  eftate  that  fhould  maintain  it,  and  br^ng  bailiffs  (mor^ 
odious  than  a  dunghill)  to  his  very  doors. 

The  curious  artificer,  neither  grinds  away  the  fubftancepf 
his  inftrumcnts  to  make  them  bright  and  glittering,  and  fet  an 
hedge  too  fine  to  hold  one  minute's  ufe ;  nor  yet  fuffers  them 
to  be  thrown  afide  in  fome  neglefted  corneri  vfhere  ruft  and-  . 
flaws  fhall  render  them  utterly  ufelefs,  or  make  h^m  blufli  at 
the  botches  iu^h  inftrumcnts  will  caufe  ip  his  work. . 

The  prudent  hpfbandman  will  neither  break  the  heart  of 
his  ground  for  want  of  refl:  and  cpmpoft,  nor  yet  overload  it 
with  dreflings  which  brings  forth  nothing  but  rank^and  ufe? 
lefs  weeds  ;  he  will  in  a  fit  feafon  turn  in  a  ftreajn  of  water  to 
his  meadows,  like  a  cordial-draught  to  fainting  fpirits  i  but 
•will  not  drpwn  it,  and  rot  the  veryroots  of  hisgrafs,  by  letting 
-•1^00  much,  or  byfufferineit  tp  lie  under  water  toplonf.* 
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JEJc  vill  feed  bJA  hpife  high  enough  to  perfarm  his  jourpcy,  aud 
C%rry  Jiipji  ^jrpwgb  the  l[nire  5  but  will  not  feed  him  to  luch  i> 
tici|h.t;j  that  thyg  nder  fhall  neither  b.eable  to  fit,  pgr  cpnimmd 

J^  ^U  ]^^cai5?8,  the  cpojtnbn  prudence  of  every  ixian  direfts 
Jii^  to  that  mft  rpediocrityj  wherein  botb  his  honour  and  profit 
d^  ^pp^r^ntiy  lie.  4^  "^^bat  we  f^y  in  fuch  common  cafes 
ai^d  cqmcefus  a^thi^fe,  is  as  true,  and  much  more  excellent  'n\ 
the  foci's  prudent  govempcnt  pf  its  owa  body,  unto  which  it 
vr43  efppui'ed  in  the  woinb,  and  is  its  dear  and  cpnftantpattnerr 
"bpfh  \n  the  prefcnt  and  future  good  ofevij.  It  is  the  garment 
it  wear^y  the  inilrvoiept  it  wi^%hy  apd  the  field  it  cultivates. 
It  muft  nCfitber  deny  the  body  tbofe  necefTary  fupports  and 
fCQsnforts  whicli  Go4  and  nature  allow  it,  nor  yet  furfeit  and 
overcharge  it  with  mor^  than  it  i^  able  to  bear.  In  either  of 
tbefe  extremes^  the  extreme  folly  of  the  foul  is  difcovered. 

§  3.  Noiy.  the  dethroning  pf  reafon,  and  frequent  opprcf- 
fipns  of  nature,  by  the  pradice  of  drunkennefs,  is  the  bigheft, 
exaltation  of  folly  in  the  foul  of  man  \  plainly  manifelting  its 
ignorance  and  inabiliity  to  order  and  govern  the  body,  tp  which 
it  i^  marfied  by  a  vkal  unipn* 

Jicfc  is  a  foplifefoul  by  mifgovernment,  diflionpuring  and 

^tftrpying  its  vigorons  and  comely  body,  under  a  pretence  of 

love  and  kindneis  to  it.     We  account  it  one  of  the  greateft 

outward  infelicities  in  this  world,  incident  to  a  difcreet  arid 

virtuous  woman,  to  be  headed'  and  governed  by  a  fottifh  fool,. 

[       neither  able  to  govern  himfelf,  or  her,  nor  give  a  reafon  of  hit 

;       own  a£lions  or  commands.     A  man  whofe  folly  fhall  maker 

her  blufli  in  all  fober  cpmpanies  he  comes  into,  and  forces  her 

upon  iuch  a  courfe  of  life  as  ftie  perfeftly  abhors,  and  will 

hiing  fpeedy  ruin  upon  her ;  all  men  pity  fuch  a  cafe  as, 

this.     And  this  is  the  very  cafe  bf  many  a  comely,  vigprous. 

body.  > 

Only  fuch  a  woman  hath  two  reliefs  under  her  bondage, 

whkb  the  body  of  a  drunkard  wants.     She  can  fomerimes  with* 

draw  and  retire  from  his  compaayj  and  enjoy  the  relief  of  her. 

folitude,  which  the  wretched  body  pf  a  drunkard  cannot  Ao, 

till  death ;  but  is  tied .  day  and  night  to  the  company  of  its, 

I        foolifh  foul,  which  is  frequently  abufing  it,  and  impofing^ 

(        vpon  it, 

Befides,  fucha  woman  may  haply  overlive  her  vicious  a-. 
bjufive  hufband,  and  fpend  many  a  comfortable  year  in  the 
WorM  with  a  more  difcreet,  fober  and  religious  partner  of  her 
Jjj[e^  whofe  fobriety,  difcretipn,  piety,  j^nd  Igye,  fiijdl  make 


,,1 


374        ^^  reafofuiHentfs  of  ferfanal  Refotmation* 
foil  compenfation  for  all  thofe  years  of  mifery  and  flavery  flic 
endured  before.     But  the  cafe  before  us  admits  no  fuch   re- 
lief:  for  as  long  as  ever  the  body  lives  and  breathes,  the  foul  is, 
and  muft  be  with  it,  and  in  it.     Atid  though  death  will  for  a 
time  feparate  and  divorce  them,  yet  the  body's  fecond  mar- 
riage at  the  refurreftion,  can  be  with  no  other  but  the  lame 
foul  which  opprefTed  and  ruined  it  in  this  world.     And  this 
fecond  marriage  will  be  far  worfe  than  the  fiVft  \  for  though  it 
were  the  fottifh  foul's  flave  and  drudge  in  this  world,  and  iuf- 
fered  many  a  (icknefs,  (hame,  and  lofs  by  its  folly ;  yet  in  the 
world  to  come,  it  muft  be  its  partner  and  companion  in  hell- 
torments  for  evermore,  inafmuch  as  it  was  the  inftrument  the 
foul  ufed  in  moft  of  thofe  fms  committed  by  it  in  this  world. 
And  this  is  the  cafe  of  all  bodies  married  to,  and  governed  by 
fouls  that  have  neither  reafon  nor  religion  enough  prudently 
and  foberly  to  order  and  govern  their  own  bodies. 

$  4.  Sad  and  doleful,  therefore,  are  the  lamentations  and . 
comj^aints  of  the  bodies  of  drunkards,  againft  the  folly  and 
tyrannyof  their  fouls;  and  as  juft  as  fad.  Let  me  here  there- 
fbre  aO:  the  part  of  an  advocate  for  your  bodies,  which  is  a 
part  of  yourfelves,  and  to  which,  by  the  law  of  nature,  you- 
owe  love,  care,  and  honour;  or,  rather  by  a  profipopoeia^  let 
me  bring  in  the  body  fighing  out  its  own  complaints  in  the 
ears  of  its  6wn  foui,  and  thus  bemoaning  itfelf  to  it. 

<  Oh,  my  foul !   I  have  caufe  to  lament  the  day  that  ever  I 
^  was  married  to  fuch  a  fottifh  fool  as  thou  art,  who  are  de- 

*  ftitute  both  of  wifdom  and  love  to  rule  and  govern  me.  I 
^  may  juftly  refume  Job's  lamentation  upon  thy  account,  and  ' 

*  fay  with  him  :  **  Let  the  day  perifh  wherein  I  was  born,  and 
^  the  night  wherein  it  was  faid,  theie'is  a  man-child  coneeiv- 
•-ed.     Why  died  I  not  from  the  womb  ?  Why  did  I  not  give 

*  up  the  ghoft  when  I  came  out  of  the  belly  i  For  now  ihould 

*  1  have  lien  ftill,  and  been  quiet,  I  ihould  have  flepc ;  then 
«  had  I  been  at  reft."  ,  . 

*  I  have  been  a  perfe£l  flave  and  drudge  to  thy  unreafonable 

*  lufts  and  impofitions.  I  was  once  an  a&ive,  vigorous,  com^ 

<  ly  body,  and  hadft  thou  been  wife  and  fober,  I  had  been  hap- 
^  py.  But  thou  haft  been  a  cruel  tyrant  to  me,  oppreffing  and 

*  loading  me  with  more  than  I  was  able  to  ftand  under.  Thou 
«  haft  plunged  me  many  times  into  thofe  puddles  of  excefs^ 

<  wherein  thou  haft  drowned  thy  own  reafon,  and  my  health. 
«  My  well-mixed  beauty  is  now  turned  into  the  colour  of  flam' 

<  ing  fire ;  my  bands  and  legs  fhake,  my  tongue  falters,  mv 

<  natural  crafis  and  temperament  is  deftroyed.    1  hou 
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made  me  miferable  in  this  world,  and  incendeft  to  make  me 
more  wretched  in  the  world  to  come. 

*  Sober  nature  gave  mc  my  ftint  and  meafure.  I  knew  when 
it  was  enough y  and  gave  thee  fufficient  items  and  intimations 
(amidft  thy  foolifli  frolics),  that  I  could  neither  with  honour 

^orfafety  bear  one  glafs  more.  But  thou  waft  deaf  to  all  my 
rnoans>  and  fliewedft  more  mercy  to  thy  horfe  than  me* 
3ick  or  welly  able  or  unable,  live  or  die,  1  muft  take  in  the 
full  number  of  cups,  and  bottles  thou  enjoinedeft  me  to  take. ' 
Like  another  Fharoah>  thou  haft  required  of  me  the  full  tale> 
whether  Ihad  ftrength  to  perform  it  dr  no.  Yea,  like  ano- 
ther devil,  thou  haft  fometimes  caft  me  into  fiery  fevers^ 
iand  watery  dropfies  v  and  will  next  caft  me^  if  thou  continue 
this  courfe,  into  hell-fire  itfelf. 

<  Other  fouls  kave  fet  thee  a  better  pattern  in  their  more 
fober  and  prudent  government  of  their  bodies.  They  give 
their  bodies  the  true  pleafbre  of  the  creature^  by  keeping 
them  to  that  happy  mediocrity  in  which  it  eonfifts.  They 
devote  tl>eir  bodies  to  the  fervice  of  God  ;  thou  haft  devoted 
mato  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  devil,  A  majeftic  beau- 
ty fits  upon  their  faces;  fottiihnefs  and  folly  upon  mine. 
Their  knees  are  daily  bowed  in  prayer  to  God  ;  mine  (hake 
and  tremble  in  the  fervice  of  the  deviU  They  f^njoy  pure  and 
fan£lified  pleafures  every  day  ^  but  I  am  denied  the  fober 
pleafurds  of  a  beafl*  Their  bodies  will  be  happy  with  their 
fouls  in  the  world  to  come  v  but  I  muft  fufFer  eternally  with 
thee,  and  fpr  thee.  Thou  haft-both  confumed  me,  and  thy 
eftate  given  to  fappoit  me  ;  and  now  I  am  like  to  fuffer  as 
much  by  want,  as  I  have  done  by  excefs  ;  and  all  this  thro* 
thy  mifgovernment.  Thefe  feet  (if  thou  hadft  pleafed  to 
command  them)  would  as  readily  have  carried  thee  to  thy 
clofety  or  the  aflemblies  of.  God's  people,  as  to  an  ale-houfe 
or  tavern.  Thefe  fingers  would  have  ferved  to  open  andturnr 
the  blefled  pages,  which  contain  the  oracles  of  God,  as  to 
cog  a  dye,  or  have  fhuffled  and  dealt  a  pack  of  cards.  Thi» 
tongue  might  have  been  melodioufly  employed  in  finging 
the  praifes  of  God  among  his  people,  as  well  as  in  fwearing, 
roaring,  and  finging  among  drunken  fots  and  fools,  if  thou 
hadft  been  endued  with  governing  wifdom. 

*  Thou  knoweft  I  could  do  nothing  without  thee.  Thpa 
haft  a  defpotical  powef  over  all  my  members.  They  are  at 
thy  beckj  and  thou  at  the  devil's.^  Better  had  it  been  for  me> 
had  I  been  the  body  of  a  contemptible  worm  or  fly,  than  ai 
Body  animated  and  governed  by  fuch  a  fottiih  foul  as  thouart;^ 
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<  And  now,  my  foul,  what  haft  thou  to  fay  foi:  tifyfelf  ?  I 
<  What  tolerable  account  canft  thou^givc  to  God  Or'  me,  of  I 
*  thcfe  thy  vile  abufes  of  both  ?' 

5  5.  Now  let  us  hear  what  the  foiil  of  the  driinkard  hath  to 
plead,  in  its  own  excufe  and  defence,  for  all  his  trrongs  a- 
gainft  God,  riiifchief  to  itfdlf,  ruin  to  his  healthy  ham«,  arid 
eftatc.  They  hate  various  excufes,  though  not  one  Ibiihd  or 
rationa>one  among  them  all.  Such  as  they  are^  let  xhtm.  be 
tried  by  the  rule  of  reafon,  if  any  reafon  bfe  yet  left  ih  therii, 
who  daily  dethrone  it  by  this  worfc  than  brutiSi  praftice. 

That  which  they  fay  far  themfehes,  is  this  : ' 

1.  That  their  bodies  are  ftrorigly  fcohfttttrtcd,  rtiore:  capaci- 
ous to  reCelvt,  and  able  to  bear  greater  quantitiig^  of  wine  and 
ftrong-drink,  than  others  are  \  and  therefoi^,  why  ihotild  thdy 
not  drink  db^n,  and  glory  over  thofe  that  tie  t^ith  thent  ? 

2.  Others  fay,  they  would  not  tafct  the  c6Urfe  they  dd^ 
bat  that  v^hfeh  tney  are  fober  and  folitary,  tht'f  are  fo  pttKdd 
with  the  thoiights  of  their  debts  and  incumbrances  in  the  vTQrld, 
that  they  are  upon  a  perfetl  rack,  and  they  find  nothing  fikfe 

■  good-fellowfhip  in  a  tavern  or  de-h6ufe>,  fo  effediuaUy  reliei?- 
ing  agaiiift  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  their  minds. 

3.  Some  will  tell  us,  they  are  draWh  into  it  by  the  fnare  df 
pkafare ;  no:hing  beitg  fo  grateful  to  tfedr  palate,  as  their 
full  load  of  genetous  wine,  or  fttong  drink.  And  feeing  it  h 
fo  pleafant  and  delightfome  to  them,  why  fhould  they  deny 
and  abridge  thefnfelvcs  of  their  pleafures  ? 

4.  Othei-S  ivill  profefs,  they  had  never  taken  this  courfe, 
which  they  find  upon  many  accounts  pernicious  to  them  j  bdt 
that  they  are  notable  in  civility  to  deny  their  intimate  fiieiids 
and  companions,  cfpecially  fuch  with  whom  they  have  con- 
cerns in  tfade  and  bufinefs;  and  they  muft  drink  as  they  Ao^di 
fufi'cr  lofs  in  their  trade ;  and  befide  that,  be  ftigmatized  fd&r 

•fanatics. 

J.  They  will  alfo  fay,  they  are  obliged  in  point  of  loyaltjf, 
to  pledge  him  that  confecratefe  (as  they  catechrefticaliy  call  it*) 
the  firftglafsto  the  king,  orperfons  of  quality  and  honour. 

6.  And,  hftly,  Some  will  tell  us,  they  hate  plentiful  eftatej, 
that  wiH  bear^fuch  expences ;  and  fince  their  pockets  aie  full, 
why  fliould  not  their  heads  and  ftomachs  be  fo  too  ? 

Befides  thcfe  file  apologies  for  driinkerinefs,  nothing  falls 
into  my  inlaginition,  pleadable  for  this  fin.  We  will  weigfi 
thcfe  that  are  pleaded,  ih  the  common  balance  of  the  reafon 
of  mankind,  and  ffy  the  validity  of  tbcm  one  by  on^.  And  for 
*.    Exctifi  I.  And)  fifft,  To  -what  you  fay  of  the  capacities  df 


^fiibdfo^^  ftrengtfh  and  ability  of  yoHt"  4^^^  m  rcf- 

xetve  and  tear  greater  quantit^  of  wine  and  ftrong  drink)  tfaajti 
others  can  $  and  therefore^  why  ihoiiirf  you  not  give  jpro^ 
it,   ^en  challenged,  and  get  tepmatmn  to  yourfeiveSi  by 
idritiking  down,  and  glorying  over  fuch  as  vie  with  you  ? 

To  this  t  reply  three  things,  which  milft  be  laid  iii  the  coun<^ 
^ter-baknce ;  and  let  the  balance  be  beki  in  Ae  iqpftight  hand 
trf  youroi^it  reafon. 

1.  A  ftrong  and  vigorous  conftitntion  wiB .  be  re^tdtty  ac 
icnowledged  to  be  fo  great  an  external  bieffing  and  mercy,  tfa^ 
«to  mati  ^  found  intdieAuals  ought  to  do  any  thing  todeft^oy 
it  \  but  is  obliged  to  ufe  all  proper  methods  for  the  preferva> 
tion  of  it.  Jf  therefore  temperance  &aU  be  found  ix>  prefervt 
It,  and  excefs  to  impair  and  deftroy  it ;  let  your  own  reafon 
judge,  vrhich  of  thefe  two  conrfes  you  are  obliged  to  take. 
Confult  either  the  bcftphyficians,  or  your  own  and  other  meii]i 
^experience }  and  they  will  tell  you,  That  apoplexi^,  palfiei^^ 

fut,  and  innumerable  other  difeafes  are  bred  by  fu^  excefies^ 
the  fouhdeft  and  ftrongeft  coniKtutrons,  and  death  itfelf 
Itaftdied  by  fuch  intemperate  courfes ;  whereati  temper^ce 
^nd  fobriety  might  have  made  your  lives  more  comfortable 
dnd  durable.  As  ftrong  as  you  are,  frequent  drunkennefi  will 
1»ring  Cain's  curfe  upon  your  vigorous  bodies,  and  make  you 
go  {baking  and  trehibling  (as  he  did)  about  the  world. 

2.  Let  it  be  demanded  of  your  own  feafon,  whether  it  dp 
'really  judge  that  God  beftowed  more  ftirength  and  vigour  up^ 
(On  your  bodied,  than  he  hath  upon  others,  to  arm  a  ftionger 
enemy,  than  others  are ;  to  fight  morjC  vigoroufty  '#gainft  hint, 
lfh^n  odbers  do,  or  can  do?  Or,  whether  it  were  not  defiglied 
<by  him  for  greatc^r  ufe  and  fervice  to  his  gJory  intbewor)d^, 
than  others  of  his  people  (how  willing  focver  they  be)  can  do^ 
for  want  of  that  ftrength  you  have  ?  I  am  Confident,  no  man 
lof  found  itttellefhials  will  dare  to  aflStrt  the  former,  or  it* 
jxj  the  latter. 

3.  And,  laftlyj  For  your  glorying  in  dunking  down,  and 
conquering  others  \  you  will' certainly  put  your  own  reafon 
to  a  bluCh,  by  oflering  fuch  a  plea  as  this  to  it.    Tou  ire  not 

et  arrived  to  impudence  enough,  to  deny  drunkenness  to  be  i^ 

n ;  and  your  reafon  is  yet  found  enough^  eafily  and  natural* 

ly  to  infer,  that  by  how  much  the  more  any  hian  exceeds  and 

^oes  beyond  others  in  (in,  by  fo  much  the^e.ater  firnier  that 

tnan  is.  .  . 

And  as  for  the  bqnour  iiiid  glory  you  ealk^of,  ih;  laeoc^Ing 

Vol.  ViUr     .  B>b 
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otheis  in  your  abilities  to  drink ;  your  reafon  will  .quicUf. 
make  you  afhamed  of  that  glory;  and  prove,  as  well  as  affect 
it  to  be  a  mark  of  bafell  infamy. 

Do  you  think,  that  Lombard  was  really  honoured,  or  ftig- 
matized,  whom  Tiberius  Caefar  dubbed  a  knight,  for  driuk- 
ing  off  three  gallpns  of  wine  at  one  draught,  and  fimamed 
him  Tricongius,  that  is  to  fay,  the  thjcee  gallon  knight,  which 
flory  ♦  Pliny>  in  his  liatural  Hillory,  relates  to  the  perpetual 
.infamy  of  them  both  ?  Or  think  you,  it  added  to  the  glory  of  Ti- 
berius himfelf,  who  knighted  this  three  gallon  (not  thrice  gal^ 
lant)  knight,  to  havQ.  his  name  changed  among  the  people, 
from  Tiberius  into  Biberius  -,  as  afterward  they  did  the  name 
of  that  mbnfter  Nero,  into  Mero  ? 

Gentlemen,  I  appeal  to  your  own  reafon,  if  the  Taft  coit- 
tinent  you  haVe  within  you  tor  wine  and  ftrong  drink,  be  real- 
ly your  honour ;  whether  the  butt  or  hogOiead,  whence  you  . 
have  it,  be  not,  for  the  fame  reafon,  much  more  honourable 
than  you  ?  Your  reafon  will  plainly  give  the  conclullon. 

But,  oh !  confider  not  only  what  reafon  faith,  but  ivhat 
God,  the  fountain  of  that  reafon,  faith  in  Ifa.  v.  2Z.  "  Wo  to 
<^  them  that  are  mighty  to  drink  wine,  and  men  of  ftrength  to 
**  mingle  ftrong  drink."  Methinks  it  fhould  make  you  fit  in 
as  little  eafe  upon  the  tavern,  or  ale-boufe  bench,  as  that  court- 
p^atafite  fat  at  a  rich  banquet  fumifhed  with  variety  of  daia- 
tiesi  and  all  forts  of  generous  wine  \  over  who^e  head,  Dioxiy* 
fius  caufed  an  heavy  fword  to  be  hanged,  with  the  point  dowti.- 
ward,  by  a  fingle  hair  ev«ry  moment,  ready  to  duo|;>  perpendi- 
cularly upon  it. 

Excufc  11.  As  for  thofe  that  throw  themfelves  into  thefe  C3Er 
ceffes,  on  purpofe  to  delude  thofe  anxious  cares  and  thoughts, 
which  cruciate  and  opprefs  them,  whenever  they  are  fober  and 
foUtary :  I  fliall  only  propound  three  plain  queftions  to  the 
fmall  remainders  of  reafon  in  them,  wbicli  yetl  prefume  fuf-. 
ficient  to  determine  rightly  upon  them.  . 

^left..  I .  Whether  they  think  that  which  greatly  increafcth 
want  and  poverty,  be  a  rational  cure  and  proper  remedy  of  it  ? 
And  .whether  ajarofoilbenot  as  fit  to  quench  aflame,  as  ta- 
vern and  ale-houfe  fcores  and  reckonings  are  to  biioy  up  a  fink- 
ing trade,  and  keep  bailiffs  frpin  mens  doors?  Certainly  none 
but  afottifhfool  canthinkittobeotherwife.  Your  own  improvi* 
dence,  or  God's  aflliftive  providence,  have  brought  you  into 
other  niens  books  \  and  certainly  you  cannot  thinks  i^  you  be 

♦  Plin/Nai.IiiJlJ.  i^.c.  22.     .      .    .     . ,    * 


The  reafmailenefi  cf  Perfinal  T^efbrmation.  ^19 
ill  your  wits,  that  chamberlains  bills  for  fo  many  bottles  of 
Xvine,  and  flaggonsof  bcerj  will  be  accepted  by  your  creditors 
for  good  bills,  to  quit  your  fcores  with  them.  Were  you  fo- 
'ber,  frugal,  and  induftrious,  you  would  put  yourfelves  there- 
by into  a  better  way  to  obtain  a  bleffing  from  God,  and  fe- 
fpefts  and  forbearance  from  men,  than  in  the  courfe  you  now 
,  take.  ' 

^eft.  2.  Nor  can  you,  without  nianifeft  impu4ence,  pro« 
|>ound  fuch  a  queftion  as  this  to  your  own  fieafon,  yrhcther  the 
addition  of  injuftice  to  profaneiiefs,  be  ^  rational  plea  or  ex-* 
ctife  for  it  ?  And  is  not  that  the  very  c^fe  here  ?  Whofe  mo-^ 
ney  is  that  you  fo  lavifhly  stnd  prodigally  wafte,  out  of  your 
cOnfuming  eftates  ?  It  ts  either  your  creditors,  or  the  fmall  re- 
maiils  of  your  ©wn.  Whether  the  one  or  the  other,  methink$: 
that  wine  ind  drink  fhould  not  go  down  very  pleafantlyj  which 
muft  be  mingled  with  manifeft  injuftice,  or  with  the  tears,' 
aiid  (la  a  fenfe)  the  blood'of  your  wives  and  children.  If  your 
Teaibhs  can^ allow  ttiefe  things  for  lawful  excufes,  theii  you  are* 
excufed,  clfc  fclf-cbndemned. 

^(eji\  3. 1  (hall  trouble  your  rcalbn  with  the  decifton  but  of 
one  queftion  more,  and  it  is  briefly  and  plainly  this  : 

Whether  the  addition  of  far  greater  troublea,  or  caufes  of 
troubles  to  the  inner  man,  be  a  proper  expedient  to  alleviate 
andeafethe  loads  arid  bufdena  of  your  outward  troubles  alrea-' 
dy  grown  almoft  too  heavy  for  you  to  bear, 

1  dare  venture  ail  that  1  am  worth,  upon  found  neafon^s  fide, 
that  it  will  never  allow,  hi  comprobate  fuch  an  abfurdityi  as, 
the  affirmative  part  of  tliis  queftion  draws  along  with  it. 

Relieve  it,  firs,  all  the  outward  neceffifics,  cares  and  fears,' 
which  now  oppreft  you  upon  the  fcorc  of  worldly  affairs, 
,  (which  frame  not  to  your  minds)  are  much  more  tolerable,' 
and  comparatively  light  andeafy,  totheftings,  wounds,  and 
lafhcs  of  a  guilty  confcicncc  :  But  when  allthefe  inward  trou* 
bles  fliall  be  fuperadded  to  your  outward  troubles,  they  will, 
in  conjunction,  make  a  burden  too  heavy  for  man  to  bear. 

Whatever  cares  or  troubles  providence  involves  any  good, 
man  rn,  in  the  honeft  and  painful  purfuit  of  his  civil  callihg,. 
he  may  in  »  great  mcafure  relieve  his  Durdened'fpirit  under 
them,  by  the  comfortable  teftimony  of  his  own  confcience, 
artd  his  free  addreffes  to  God  in  prayer.  Thefe  will  fweetly 
fupport  him  under  hts  other  entanglements  and  perplexities 
in  the  world.  But  the  courfe  you, take,,  does  not  only  ftrike 
away  thefe  props  from  under  yournrindsj  but  doubled  and 
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Ethics  the  borden  upcm  them.  Were  men  but  once  arqurfiifr 
ed  with  that  relief  and  chearinefs  of  fpirit*  which  a  good  cob* 
Science,  and  a  ij^iritual  addrefs  to  Cod  in  pray#r,  aford  in  thi 
9>idft  of  trottblesy  they  would  run  to  their  clofistSy  rathei 
than  to  taverne  and  aIe-houie8»  to  divert  and  cure  their  troubles. 
I  leave  it  therefore  before  your  own  reafou  to  a)niidef 9  ^ivbai 
weight  Or  validity  there  is  in  this  fecond  excufe  for  drunken^ 
oefc. 

Sxcwfi  m.  Others  plead  they  are  drawn  into  this  61^  by 
plqtOire  and  delightf  whofe  charms  are  udq  fttcit^  for  tbcm  m 
ceiift. 

In  this,  as  in  all  the  ferineri  I  refelve  tqr  make  you  your 
own  judges.  Give  me  leave  but  to;  ftatethe  queftiiwa  ti|^ 
jpid  let  your  own  reafon  freely  determine  them*  And  wIbl^ 
hirer  dealine;  can  men  that  exercife  rerfon  eipe^  ?  «4od  lei 
the  firft.que^ion  be  this ;  ^  » 

^ig/i.  U  Whether  the  pleafures  iif  temperance  do  not  £ic 
excd  tbdfe  of  intemperance  i  If  they  do,  «hen  tbi^.ypvr  plea 
Is  vain  and  irrationaU  For  you  fooliihly  ^ufe  a  iefier  plea>'. 
^e»  ai^  refu£?  a  greater  and  fweeter  pn^.  AM  that  yoia  do 
io  in  this  cale,  no  wife  man  can  deny  xxr  doublu 
*  For  t<;mperate  driukin|;  rdreflies  the  body,  and  no  way 
Iwrdens  itf  as  exceffive  drinking  doth :  And  tba$  wbifib  bm^ 
liens  suture,  ca>^  never  be  equally  pleafant  with  tfaat»  whi^b 
yields  nothing  but  due  reifrefl>ment«  Teinperance  doth  not 
Vitiates  but  raifeth  the  pure  and  ordinate  appetite. of  nature  to 
ifg  ju^  pitch  and  height }  in  which  temper,  and  dt  which 
heighti  it  is  mod  cajmble  of  the  fweeteft  pleafure  from  the  crea- 
ture. As  the  ftrings  of  a  Ime  give  us  the  fweeteft  and  moft 
delicious  notes,  when  they  are  not  le| down tooJow^  but:»re 
all  fixed  at  their  due  height. 

Temperance  gives  us  the  moft  pleafing  etuoymeot  of  the 
good  things  of  tfal^  lifejt  iUU  leaving  the  mind  mie,  and-  fit  for 
^e  more  ^iritual  and  fweet  enjoyments  of  a  better  and  mor« 
excellent  life  i  which  exceis  never  did  nor  can  do« 

Moieover>  temperance  maintains  the  manly  grace  and  fiia^ 
jdly  of  the  countenanccv  but  exeefs  totally  diiguii^sk.  It  draiir« 
^  lines  of  drunkard#  faces  into  a  form  much  like  thpfe  ridt«. 
culous  Dutch  pi£iutes,  whkh  ibme  iet  upon  their  cbimncf*. 
piecesy  tomovelaughter  in  thole  that  beb^d  thein^ 

NoW)  bythevoieofuniyer&l  reafoor'tbat  fk^&iBc  mbkh 
riMteihetfh  thf  body,  but  no  w^y  burdens  it^  which  miiesth^ 
€^dinateand  unyitiated  «y{>etites  of  nature,  tosts  juft  pitci^ 
-^nd  due  height^  w^^h  |^^  ii^iiitfe  tbe  fw^t^ft  rw«(hp«i^^ 


; 


i^m^H^mii^  fii»^»ia4  fr«ef  |or  higkor  ainl  better  ptorfuro^ 
wki^  pmm^isi^  tie  map)^  grace  and  majefljr  of  cfac  GooniDii 
p^^^f  ^d  9)<ik^  noi  ^  !¥}&  mWrlQC^  like  a  fool  or  an  ^ntio^ 
l^^fk  tt^^W  b«  b^Mr  tbAO  tbe  l^wsr  iad  flatter  ^ea&cos  ^  m 

ri^Q4  .bf4)r^  gnd  l^inted  pakte*  nrhkh  dr»w  after  tbem  . 
jg^rf^t  n  M^n  ftf  px«f«i|t .  nufchififr  (wfaich  temppfanoci 
9Vpida)»  htibit»  fir  iieavieri  a»d  mtno  ilurafa^  onds  m  the  Itib 

j^tt^.  2.  But  if  tbe  prefent  pktftures  oftemftcr^aiif^  wfsro 

In  fra^ft  r«#^^^iM}r  t^ibofe  of  aico&i  (whiiOi  I  bax^e  piov- 

f  4  tbey  neit^r  imp»,  oar  cmi  be)  i  I  deniattd^  ia  tlie  {peonA 

.  plgfpf,  wfaoib^f  xh^l^  of  your  honour  and  hfiakby  ysonf  time 

^3^  (e^&W»  ple»fwf«3  b«£r  «a4  inleriorf  compared  with  thofo 
Qi  lie^grjiii^.  ftviidibbrMtyiP  Doyovy  in  gmd  earneft,  tbiulB 
^g}^  pr.tira  above  what  fatiafies  and  refrcAe^  nature,  am 
ifepoiPp^^MPe  for  aiHtbutihiwie^  ficko^fr)  poTerty^  an^i  guik  that 
,  fcUpws  Uf  If  you  tbii^b  io>  fin  bath  turned  you  iute  brutes^. 
9i^d  fn^uie,  yo\i  utterly  iii\eapab)e  of  all  ajcgumeots  and  xnanlf 
«il»fid«i;9#<lii^  to  xediice  a»d»  fOQ^ver  you. 
i  ^»s^  ly.,  ¥o(U  %f  ijfon  vould  notbavmt  taserna  andak^ 
boufes  as  you  do^  but  dbat  you  are  drawn  in  by  compaisy  an<l 
bttfin^  wydi  yomeaStfUot  w«U  refiil^^Mr  atoid,  and  Qiould  you 
4oio>it  iroiuldJb^  t»  ycmclofsi  asd  befidoa  thai,  you&oulA 
Ve  branded  for  fanatics* 

..idony  not,  buttbereUaibarc  in  vain  company;  yctgixq 
m^  l^av^  to  pro|po«ind  a  fe«r  plain  and  eafy  qiieftions  to  your 

^ieft.  I.  Why  muft  the  iixiportunity  of  good  fellows  {21^ 
you  ($iill  tbem)  be  an.ii;Pefifiibl6  temptation  to  you,  ahd  depiive 
jFou  of  aU  povKcr  to  id^y  them^  wbilft  youdifeern  the  fas^Fsea 
^nd  mifobiefe  they  draw  you  into  ?  /Tbia  ieenrs  to  be  a  thioff 
UoacCGnuQtable  to  f ea£»i.  Suppqfe  ypu  were  allowie;d  to  fpend 
H:^  longeft  ^mmer's  day  io  ^he  higheft  gratificationa  of  all 
y^ur  fenfei^  l»ge^ery  or  fucceffively  one  a£ter  another,  upO» 
gonduion  that  you  would  endure  tbe  tormoniis  of  the  rack  tilt 
that  day  twdvemoi^h  came  about  a^ain ;  do  you  think  the 
import^mt^yofall  yowc  intiisiates  in  the  wiorid^  would  prevail 
wilb  yon  tp  aceej^  the  pleafures  of  a  d^y  under  fuck  a  con- 
dition ad  1^1$^  And  y/et  what  are  the  torments  ofa  ysar  upon 
tb^  rack,  to  the  tormenia  of  bell  for  ever  and  tvesi  Or  t# 
come  lower :  Suppofe  onj^  of  tbofe  lewd  comp^ions  not  wortlit 
a  groat,  iif^nory  mm  bad  bis  oi^n,  iboidd  nequeft  you  to  lend 
Imi  m  bundred  pound  ii|>ou  bis  own  libcurity,  could  you  find 
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ao  power  (think  yQu)  to  deny  hini>  efpecialiy  if  the  lofi  of  that 
hundred  pound  would  certainly  ruin  you  ?  If  you  would  deny 
him  (as  I  doubt  not  but  infuch  a  cafe  you  would)  tell  me  then^ 
why  you  fliould  not  find  power  to  deny  him,  when  he  alks  a 
tu  greater  matter  than  an  hundred  pound,  eiren  the  peace, 

n'lty,  and  (afety  of  your  fouls,  as  well  as  the  health  of  your 
ies,  and  honour  ot  your  names  i  Why  then  (hould  you  be 
fo  eafy  and  flexible  when  they  a(k  the  latter,  and  fo  fttflPand 
unpenuadable  to  the  former  ? 

^efi.  2.  You  fay,  you  have  bufinefs,  and  concerns  in  trade, 
to  diipatch  in  fuch  places  and  companies,  and  this  draws  you' 
into  the  fnares  qf  excefs.    I  will  not  deny  but  men  may  law- 
fully tranfad  their  bufinefs  in  fuchpls^ces,  and  there  may  be  a 
conveniency,  and  fometimes  a  neceflity  for  it :  But  that  is  not 
the  cafe*    The  queftion  referred  to  the  determination  of  your 
reafon, is  this,  Why  drunkennefs  muft  accompany  bufinefs? 
And  whether  a  man  be  not  more  fit  to  tranfa^  his  bufinfeist 
and  drive  bargains  of  the  greateft  value,  whtlft  his  body,  and 
mind  are  cool,  fober,  and  temperate,  than  when  his  reafon  is 
beclouded  and  depofed  by  drunkennds  ?  How  many  men  have 
undone  themfelves,  their  wives  and  children,  oy  drunken 
bargains? 

Befides,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  in  all  fuch  drunken  meetings, 
the  devil  comes  to  drive  his  bargain  with  you,  ais  well  as  your 
other  cuilomcrs.  He  bids  for  your  fouls,  and  ofFers  you  fudi 
pleafurai  asi  you  there  find  in  exchange  for  them,  and  is  con- 
tent to  make  your  dying  day  the  time  of  your  delivering  them 
into  his  pofleinen.  How  do  yOu  like  luch  trading  as  this^ 
gentlemen? 

^uejl.  3.  You  fay,  (hould  you  refufe  to  accompany  them,' 
a^d  do  as  they  do,  you  (hould  be  branded  for  fanatics.  I 
would  fain  know,  whether  fuch  a  plea  for  drunkennefe  as  this, 
doth  not  juftly  caft  the  greateft  reproach  of  fanaticifm'  wpon 
yourfelves,  and  fet  a  mark  of  true  honour  upon  thofe  men 
whom  the  world  unjuftly  ftigmatizes  with  that  title  ?  Gentle- 
men, I  do  affure  you,  the  fanatics  (as  you  eall  them)  have  reafon 
to  thank  you  for  the  honour  and  juftice  you  have  done  them, 
in  ackiiowledging  them  to  be  none  of  the  members  of  your 
helli(h  fociety,  but  perfons  of  a  more  fober  and  honourable 
chara£ter«  ..  And  I  appeal  to  your  leafon,  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  for  your  honour,  to  wear  the  unjuft  title  of  a  fanatic, 
than  the  juft  cenfure  of  a  drunken  fot. 

Excufc  V,  You  fay,  you  are  obliged  in  point  of  loyalty 


tOfie^e  bkn  that  confecrates  the  firflglafs  to  th^e  health  of 
the  king,  or  any  perfon  of  esninency.  I  leave  it  fliU^  to  youc 
x^sSox^  to  be  judge,  \ 

I  •  Whether  the  king  have  caufe  to  account  the  ms^iiifeft 
breaiph  of  the  laws  by  which  he  governs,  to  be  a  fignal  e^^pref* 
fioix  of  his  fubje^ls.  loyalty  to  him  ?  Is  not  his  royal  authority, 
hta  honour  anc)  fafety  in  his  laws?  And  is  be  not  finely  ho^  • 
noured,  think  you,  by  fuch  drunken  loyalty  as  thia?  Gentle- 
mt:Ai  yoa  faav^e  a- king  ov:er  you  of  founder  intelle£iuals,  ^d 
more  exemplary  temperance  and  fobriety  than  to  be  thus  im> 
pofed  upon.  .  i  , 

%.  Can  you  think  he  reckons  his  health  in  the  leaft  degree 
advanced  or  fecured  by  the  ruin  and  fubverfion  of  his  fubje£b 
health  ?  No,  no ;  did  the  genteeleft  drunkards  in  England  en^ 
quii:$,  they  would  quickly  find,  it  would  more  pleaf^  him  if 
they  would  confult  their  own  health  better,  and  pray  for  his 
more  fincerely  and  fervently  than  they  do. 

^xcufe  VI.  Your  laft  excufe  is,  that  you  have  plentiful  ef* 
tates  that  will  bear  it ;  and  fince  your  pockets  are  fdll^  why 
fiiould  your  heads  or  ftomachs  be  empty. 

^uejl*  The  only  queftion  I  would  here  ftate,  and  leave 
your  own  reafon  to  determine,  is  this,  whether  you  think  the 
experience  of  the  redundancy  and  pver-plus  of  your  eftates  in 
excefs  and  drunkennefs,  be  the  very  end  and  defign  God 
aimed  at,  in  bellowing  thofe  things  with  fuch  a  bounti- 
ful hafnd  upon  you  ?  And  whether  the  expence  of  it  in  this 
way,  will  pleafe  him  as  well,  as  if  ^o\x  cloathed  the  naked,  and 
fed  thie  hungry  with  it,  and  brought  the  bleffings  of  them  tha( 
are  ready  to  perifh,  upon  you  and  your  families  I  Ah,  gentle* 
men,  you  muft  con\e  to  a  day  of  reckoning.  Tour  reafons  and 
cOnfciences  can  never  tell  you,  you  can  make  up  as  comfort* 
able  an  account  with  God,  by  fetting  down  fo  many  hundred 
pounds  in  wine  and  ftiong  drink,  more  than  was  neceflary  or 
beneficial:  Item^  So  many  thoufand  pounds  loft  ii|  play:  So 
much  upon  whores;  as  if  you  fet  down  fo  much  to  feed  and 
cloath  the  naked  and  hungry.  So  that  all  vour  excufes  for 
this  iin.ans  bafidedby  your  own  reafon ;  ancl  it  was  eafy  to 
coaclude,  that  fuch  a  traitor  to  reafon  as  drunkenness  is, 
which  hath  fo  often  dethroned  it,  could  not  poffibly  receive  a 
more  favourable  judgment  and  fencence  than  this  now  given 
upon  it. 

Let  ^11  drunkards  henceforth  confider,  what  a  voluntary  mad-  ' 
])e&  th&fia  of  drunkennefs  is,  bow  it  unmans  them^^  and  fets 
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tfcert  below  the   very  trutes.     A  grave  *  faifccr  calls  I 

rightly, 

«•  A  dillemper  of  the  head,  a  fubverfion  of  the  fefjfe»i^  tent* 
<*  pell  tn  the  tongue,  the  ftorm  of  the  body,  the  fliipwrcck  of 
^<  virtue,  the  lofs  of  time,  a  witfiil  madtieib,  a  fleaf^nt  evilt  i 
•*  fugared  poifon,  a  fweet  fin,  whith  he  that  hath j  kstth  ndt 
^  hiftifelf ;  and  he  that  commits  it,  doth  nbtotily  cbthmit  fiiii 
<«  but  himfel^  is  altogether  fin." 

It  is  a  fiti  at  whidi  the  moft  fober  Heathens  blulhl^.  Tbi 
T)Oliey  of  th^  Spartans  was  more  eommendaUe  than  thtai 
pety  in  making  men  drunk,  th^  their  children  might  ^aM 
^poti  thent  ad  a  motifter,  ^nd  be  feared  for  ever  frOmHfuch  an 
hoitid  pra£tiCe.  He  that  is  miffered  by  dr«inkenAeft»  eatf 
ne^er  ht  mafter  of  his  own  coutifels.  Both  feafon  aiid  rein 
gioh  condemn  this  couffe.  Make  a  pauife  therefore  when* 
|Dii  are,  and  tadiet  throw  that  wine  or  bee^  uj^  the  ground^ 
ivhich  elfe  will  cail  thy  body  updn  the  gh^und^  and  thy  fml 
ahd  bMy  intb  hell. 

^■n      I  ■         B  i,.^i.ii,  li-   M    f>   fill  finn-iij    ^umt%»*  ni  nii|iii>   i.i        ^n  p 

C    H    A   1^.     V. 

Soniaining  the  re/ultandijfite  pfttbe  third  confuttdthn  with  rea^ 
fon^  upon  the  cafe^f  uncteannefi ;  dndthe  true  report  rftht^ 
determination  of  every  marCs  reajbn^  "with  re/peft  there* 
unto. 

I  I.  inpttE^untiTul  and  indulgent  (Jod  hath  made  more 
JL  abundant  provifion  for  the  plfeafure  and  delight 
of  rational,  tjian  of  brutal  beings  :  And  his  wife  andiighteou§ . 
iaw«  order  and  limit  their  plcafures  to  their  great  advantage ; 
bis  allowance  under  thofe  reftri^ons  being  large  and  full 
^aoughk  Both  reafon  and  experience  affure  us,  that  the  trueft 
pleatures  are  moft  freely  4nd  honourably  to  be  enjoyed  withirt 
the  pale  and  boundary  of  his  laws ;  aticl  that  there  are  none  fit 
for  xkt  enjoyment  of  a  man  oir  Chriftian,  to  be  found  t^itfaOfft^ 
or  beyond  them. 
'That  pru^nt  owner  provides  b*ft  ibr  his  cattje,  who  put* 

*  YurhatU  cafiiisyfuhverjto  fenfut^  umptflai  Ungues  procMk 
c^rporit^  nstu/rdgiufn  virtutis^  am'tgio  Uvtporis^  infanta  voluntarhi, 
H^Hde  daemon^  dulee  vinenum^  fuave  peccatum%  quam  qui  haiet^ 
pipfam  K^n  hahet,  quam  qftfacitfpiPCentvmWfntafttt^^cit^pl 
*^fe  totuf  ejlpeccatum^ 


"^tkn^ixifQ  iiiclofcd  fragrawt  fiel4§>  whw  they  b»5^  plenty  ^f 
,  iMTppet  a^d  pLe^iU  food»  fwieet  aod  pure  fptiiig^  of  w^ter^  the 
f\Gffi$mt  jCQveit  ,pf  flmdy  trees,  and  all  that  k. either neieeiPrary 
pr  pg^v€;nie9l  fpr  them  )  akboVthoCe  fields  be  fo  iilcloied  wit^i» 
'  in  fPf^pf  or  V9ll$>  that  they  camifxt  ftray  without  thofe  bou^** 
jdaxk3j  itttp.QtW«>e?i|s^r«^n4f!j  to  be  by)tbem  impoundel* 
9nA  b;:oygbt  b^Ck  lank  tired^  .and  dirty,  to  their  ow3M:r;  of 
by  (braying  into  walks  ^nd  wijidernefle^}  fall  a  prey  (^s  ftrag«* 
.^gier^  nfe  tp^o)  to  wplyj^  ^nd  lioas. 

God  envies  opt. a;aytxue,  r^tionali  and  ppoper  pkafure  V^ 

jD^p  ^  w^Q;ien  ^  ;«KhenJie  bpimds  tbeK^^  in  by  his  c^mmand^ 

Vitbiix  the  allo,wai>ce  whereof  iju£Bclent  prov^ion  js  jpfiade  for 

.    ik&  benefit  and  Relight  x^fprop^igatipn.    ^d  thpufh  it  be  ^I 

inen's  dmy  rtpitremblip  at  the  awful  iblemnity^  ;yet  it  ystcHi/iA  be 

aay  msMn'^B  An  toxej^^e  W  4nn^mur  at  jdiejlri(&e&  jind  {eye** 

,  ,,rity  of  his  jcommandy  deUvered  with  thunder  and  Jigbtnim^ 

-irpm  moimt  Sinai,  Thm  fixdt  nvf  femmt  ^duj^ery.     Manrs 

.  Jb^Qpour^hle  liberty,  and  God's  wife  and  juft  reftc»iiu  ^nd  liml'- 

ts^tion  therieof,  aie  both  fetrtogethcr  before  .our  cyqs,  in  tb?t 

one  fcripfure,  lEfeb.  xtii.  4.  **  Marriage  is  honpurahle  an  ^^ 

*^  and  the  bed  uc^efiled ;  J>ut  wfaoremopgers  and  adulterers 

.  *^  God  will  judge/'  JHere  is ^a  liberal  a]lowjmce  granted,  and  jit 

^Scvfixi  punifliment  threatned  for  tbe  inordinacies  and  exorbi- 

4ancies  of  boundlefs  and  ungovpruabljisiufts.     God  wiD  judge 

with.te^poral  judgments  in  this  wodd;  and  upon  impenitent 

jperfifte^ts,  vwithvetecnal  judginents  in  the  world  to  cc^q. 

§  2.  Such  js  the  corrupjtipn  .of  man'^  nature  by  thef:^!^ 
that  it  hates  uiclofares,  reftraints,  and  limitatioiis.  Theie 
things  which  were  intended  to  pqjulate,  ferve  only  to  iharpen 
^ud.enr?^  their  fenfual  appetite.  No  ftuxt  fo  fweet  to  corrupt 
^natur^,  as  forbid  dien  fruit.  Nitimur  in  vetitum  fimper^  qtfpi* 
Jtt^UA  tmgatA.  The  very  ccftraint  of  evil,<  make^  it  look  like 
^pleaiant  and  defirabU  good*  Sons  of  Belial  can  endure  vp 
. ypke  of  rcftraint.  There  is  a  great  truth  in  tbatxibfervation  of 
the  divine  Herbert,  That  if  Giod  hftdJaid  all  cpn^mpo,  <q;i^ 
himfelf  ^wpuld  bavebeen  the  indofipr.  For  his reafon  an,d^* 
^perience  would  have  plainly  ipfornied  him  pi  the  great  ^n^ 
manifold  advantages  of  difun^ion  and  propriety.  Hpw  ma- 
;.ny  qujin^els  and  hacbarojosjnurders  have, been  occafioned  by 
.whores  J  Avhichi>y.ke^ping  within  God's  bounds  and  rul^^^^ 
Jbpen  both  hpnei^y  ^d  honourably  prevented. 

Were  men  left  to  that  liber ty  .brutes  arcj  toJcatter  their  ]^(b 
promifcuoufly,  father^s  would  not  know  tbcir  own  .children. 
Vol.  VIII.  C  t;  e 
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*  nor  children  their  fathers ;  whereby  both  their  duties  and-  coffl- 

*  forts  %vouW  be  prefcinded  together.  Such  mifchiefs  as  'thefet 
^  would  make  men  glad  of  that  inclofure,  which  the  laws'  of 
'God  have  made  for  them.     But  behold  with  admiration  tke 

penrerfe  wickednefs  of  corrupt  nature,  manifeftcd  in  this,,  that 

*  becatife  God  hath  inclofed  and  fecured  their  relations  to  them 
by  bis  laws,  (which  inclofure  is  every  way  to  their  advantage^; 

*  yet  this  makes  their  lufts  the  niore  head-ftrong  and  outrage- 
pus,  and  they  cannot  take  that  comfort  in  their  own,  becaufe 

*  their  own,  that  they  think  to  find  in  another's,  becaufe  another's. 
'*  Remarkable  to  this  purpofe  is  that  *  relation  ctf  Mr.  Firmin% 
^,  which  he  received  from  hi«  near  relation,  who  was  minifterto 

•the  company  of  Englrfli  merchants  in  Pruflia.     The  confrf, 

*  or  governor  of  that  company,  being  a  married  man,  and  that 
'  to  a  very  proper  and  comely  woman,  w^s^yet  enflaved  to  others^ 
'  riot  to.be  compared  with  his  own  wife  for  comcHnefe*     Thre 

*  minifter  dealt  with  him  about  it.  One  argument  he  urged,  wa8 
this :  That  of  all  men  he  had  the  leaft  temptation,  having  a  wife 

*  fp  comely,  that  few  women  were  like  her.     He  anfwered,  yea, 

*  were  (he  not  my  wife,  I  could  love  her.  Had  flie  been  his  whore, 

*  he  could  have  loved  her ;  he  thought  none  like  her ;  but 
'becaufe  fhe  was  his  wife,  hedged  in  by  God,  he  cared  not  for 

her,  P  what  hearts  have  men,  that  they  fliould  ever  think  that 
to  be  beft  for  them  which  is  moil  crofs  to  God !  Why  (houM 

;ftolen  waters  be  fweeter  than  thole  of  our  own  fountains  ? 
5  3,  GodV  choice  muft  needs  be  far  better  for  us,  than 

•our  own.     Ordinate  and  lawful  pleafures  and  enjoyments,  are 
far  better  and  fweeter,  than  exorbitant  and  forbiddeii  ones. 

'And  the  reafon  is  evident  and  undeniable  :  For  amongft  all  the 

*  operations  of  the  mind^  its  reflex  a£ls  are  the  afts  that  beft  rc- 
lifli  pleafure*     And  indeed,  without  felf-refleftion, 'a  man 

'cannottell  whether  he  delights  or  no.'    All  fcnfe  of  plcafurc 
.'implies  feme  reflection  of  the  mind  :  And  thofe  pleafures  of  a 

man  muft  needs  be  the  fweeteft,  which  afford  the  fweeteft  rc- 

fleftions  up6n  them  afterward ;  and  thofe  the  bafeft  pleafures, 
"which  are  accompanied  and  followed  with  prefent  regret,  or 

the  flinging  and  cutting  refleftions  of  the  confcience  upon  them 
'afterwards. 

;     1,.  Lawful   and  ordinate  enjoyments,  are  as  honey  without 
-^thefting: '  Forbidden  pleafures,  are  embittered  and  extinguifli- 

cd  by  thefe  regrets  and  refleftions  of  the  confcience.    They 
*are  like  thofe  pleafant  fruits,  which  the  Spainards  found  in 

*  Reafl  Ghrifl;ian,  p,  .60.  ^     . 


^^us  ladies,  which  were  iweet  tp  the  talk,  but  fo  ebVironed^ 
and    armed  on  every  fide  with  dangerous  briars  and  thornsy . 
that  they  tore  not  only  their  cloaths  ofF  their  backs,  but  the* 
flciu  off  their  flefh,  to  come  at  them  5  and  therefore  they  cal-. 
led  them  comfits  in  hell.     And  fuch  are  all  forbidden,'  and  un- 
lawful  pleafures. 
.   A.  merchant  (faith  tlie,  fore-named  author  f)  dining  with, 
the  ftiars  at  Dantziek,  his  entertainment  was  very  noble.    Af- 
ter he  had  dined^  and  feen  all,  the  merchant  fell  to  commend-  * 
ing  their  pleafant  l^fe.  *  Yea,  faid  one  of  the  friars  to  him,  we 
*  live|[allantly  indeed,  if  we  had  any  body  to  go  to  hell  for  us'. 
<^. when  we  die.'     You  (be  what  mingles  with  mens  fenfual 
and  iinful.luit^. 

.  2.  Your  honour  is  fecured,  by  keeping  within  God's  bounds] 
;ind  limits :  Marriage  is  honourable  in  alL  Here  guilt  can  nei- , 
ther  wrong  your  confciences,  nor  infamy  your  reputations*. 
Fornicators  and  adulterers  go  up  and  down  the  world,  as  men. 
burnt  in  the  hand :  Their  coufcience  laihes  them  within  ;  and 
men  point  at  them  abroad.  They  are  a  terror  to  themfelves« 
and  a  icorn  to  men. 

3.  The  health  of  the  body  is  fecured  by  chafte  and  regular. 
.  enjoyments,  but  expofcd  to  deftruftion  the  other  way.  God' 
bath  plagued  the  inordinary  of  mens  lufts,  with  moft  ftrange 
and  horrid  difeafes.  That  Morbus  GalJicus,  Sudor  Anglicus,^ 
a»d  Plica  Polonica,  were  judgments  fent  immediately  by  God's. 
own  hand,  as  the  witneffes  of  his  high  difpleafiire,  againfl  the 
.  bold  a^nd  daring  contemners  of  his  facred  and  awful  command. 
Thus,  as  Prov.  v^  11,  "  They  mourn  at  laft,  when  their  flefli 
<<  and  body  are  confumed."  Other  fins  are  committed  in  the 
body  \  but  this  againfl  itj,  as  well  as  in  it. 

4..  The  blaft  imd  walle  of  our  eftates  (which  is  the  uftial 
confequence.  of  uncleannefe)  is  prevented  and  avoided,  by 
keeping  within  God's  rules.  The  truth  of  what  the  fcripturc 
tells  us,  Prov.  x.  5.  is  often  exemplified  before  our  eyes  ;  that, 
"  by  reafon  of  a  whorilh  woman,  a  man  is  brought  to  a  mor- 
"  fel  of  bread."  Adultery  gives  a  man  rags  for  his  livery  5  i^ 
lodgeth  his.  fubftance  in  the  houfe  of  ftrangers,  and  entails 
wants  and  curfes  on  him  and  his. 

5.  In  a  word,  continence,  or  lawful  marriage,  expofes  not 
the  foul  XQ  the.  eternal  wrath  of  God,  as  uncleannefs  doth  ; 
^  Cor.  vi.  9i  I  o.  This  fin  does  not  only  (hut  a  man  out  of  his 

f  Real  Chriflian  p.  63- 
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itwu  houfe,  and  the  hearts  of  good  sfif^n,  bat  otn  of  keatetf  k^ 

felf,  without  diorotigh  repentance  and  reformation. 

$  4*  The  (^afe  ftandiftg  Chug ;  it  is  mnfctet'  6f  }tA  admitatcr- 
.oDy  how  the  fin  of  uncleatinefs  ihould  gi:<)W  fo  epidemical  stud 
cbmition  2f$itdoth|  feeing  fucb  sm  livd  iff  this  fiJthy  courfe, 
muft  needs  counter-a£k  and  ofpak  their  awn  feafon  atid~  id* 
XtTtS.  together.  For  they  fof&ke  Cbd's  Way,  whidh  gf^cs 
them  as  much  Iftcrty  as  can  be  rcfafonaMy  d^fived ;  antd*  caft 
themfdves  ifrttf  a  cdurfe  of  Kfe,  dogged  with  all  tnTLTitiet  of 
tdrtipbv^  arid  eternal  mifetreB,  of  fi)&l  and  6<5dy,  hc^noxirasid 
efbte. 

The  plisbi  rule  and  did^ef  df  cbmWoft  feafotr,  whicb  I  liid 
down  befote,  being  applied  to  this  particular  cafe,  mzniftMf 
condemns  it.  I^or  feeing  holleity  and  chaltity  coihpri^^  die 
true  pleafurc,  nrofit,  ind  honour  of  the  whole  man  j  arc  ttiorr 
cfongruous  to  human  nature,  and  prefef^Utive  of  it  $  it  bugfit, 
therefore,  to  be  preferred  in  the  cftrmatioft  and  choice  of  all 
ifien,  to  unlawful  ^daIterou£;  pleafures,  whith  (for  the  re^lbnd 
ibovc)  are  inferior  rn  chemwkes  to  dhafte,  conjugal  enjoy* 
inents ;  and  befides  that,  are  attended  and  followed  With  fudr 
9  train  of  prefent  s(nd  future  miferies|  deftru^ive  tO  the  whole 

And  yet  for.  atf  this,  to  the  amasement  of  alt  fetious  obfeT* 
^rs,  nev^r  was  any  age  more  infamous  for  this  (in,  than  the 
prefent  age  is;  and  that  under  the  clear  (hinipg  light  of  the 
gofpel,  ^ 

What  the  fpecial  caufeS  and  inducemetits,  to  the  overflow^ 
ing  and  abounding  of  this  fin,  are  in  the  pfefent  age,  Will  bO 
Well  Worth  the  enquiring  and  fifting  at  this  time< 

§  5,  Inducement  i, 

,  It  i^higbly  probable,  the  influencing  examples  of  great 

men,  have  had  no  fmall  hand  in  the  fpreading  pf  this  abonti-i 

If^able  and  crying  fini  amongil  all  inferior  ranks  and  orders  of 

inen. 

Great  mens  ill  examples,  like  a  bag  of  poifon  in  the  foun- 
tain, corrupt  suid  Jnfoft  multitudes.  The  vulgar  think  they  are 
]^rivilegcd,  Or,  at  the  lea(l,  very  much  excufed,  when  (hey  da 
but  follow  the  precedents  and  examples  of  great  and  eminent 
l^erfons. 

But  this  will  be  found  a  weak  and  foolilh  plea,  for  unclean<» 
pefs;  which  will  never  be  able  to  endure  the  tclt  of  yOUr  Ow^ 
reafon  :  For  the  inbred  notions  of  a  God,  and  of  a  future  life 
of  retribution,  being  fo  ^rinly  fealed  and  engraven  upon  hu* 
mm  «?ture,  they  c^  wv^T  U  W^erly  cr i4icated  j  |our  pir» 
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j^eafen  in4N  arpe  from  tbofe  ititrrifd  nodens  m  this  maiiTrtr^ 
ariftd  ho^  ydU  ^iil  be  able  to>  rcMi  the  arrgvunent^  and  efcape 
i^itindtim  aitd  fe)f-c«fxdeiimatioiiy  ^nite  furmouitts  ntf  xmsrgt^ 
juatibn,  whatever  it  do  yours.     And  thus  it  will  difpute,  amd 

That  God|  before  whom  greater  afnd  Ittktf  htmxnst^kic  and 
bftfe^  ^itfitfs^  (haftt  ^{l^aj'  ki  judgment,  will  be  either  partx^or 
ifnp2atMi  i^  ki^  jnd^metiis  tfpoti  tl^m.  There  is,  or  there 
in  1^  rcfp€£i  ^  pfirfom  \irith  hitfi.  If  Ibefe  be,  (which  both 
Uti  ftatiH^  and  W6id  fifterly  deny  0  then  throfe  great  and  bo- 
jiourable  adulterers,  or  fo^-nkditots,  wbofe  ejiampka  you  fol* 
fow,  Way  teply  be  ^xtrfed  for. their  eminency  and  bonom's 
ftfce,  bm  youy  that  have  tio  fui^h  eminency  and  henour  in 
the  irorld,  ad  they  hiye,  muft  be  idOftdemned,  tbough  yoti 
thought  to  efcape  as  weil  as  they. 

But  if  there  be  no  pattiafirf,  or  tttpeCt  of  perfon*  with  God, 
(as  moft  aAiredly  there  i$  none),  then  both  greater  andlefler,^^ 
honourable  and  bafef ,  adlillerers,  muft  be  condemned  i»ge- 
Aer^  to  the- fame  common  and  imolerabte  miiery. 

So  that  to  take  any  (though  the  leaft)  encouragement  to  fin,' 
from  the  precedents  *nd  examples  of  great  oncie,  is  a  moft 
fenfelefs  and  irrational  thin^  utterly  unworthy  of  one  that  b€< 
Ketre&thereisajuft  and  impartial  Gody  and  he  is  worfethan 
H  devil,  that  believes  it  not :  For  the  dtnh  themfetves  believe 
and  tremble. 

j  6.  Inducement  2> 
:  But  others  would  perfuad^  us,  they  are  drawn  into  this  dtt 
by  a  kind  of  inevitable  neceffity }  diey  being  neither  able  to 
•  contain,  nor  marry. 

They  afe  not  yet  arrived  to  an  eftate  Aidcient  to  maintain  a 
family  with  reputation :  But  when  they  haVe  gotten  enough  by 
trade,  or  by  the  fall  of  their  paternal  eftates,  to  live  in  equal 
reputation  with  their  neighbours  \  then  they  dcfign  to  alter 
their  coufie  of  life,  and  abandon  thefe  follies. 

Bnt,  reader^  if  this  be  thy  plea  for  unclcannefe,^  thou  (halt 
have  as  fair  a  trial,  fof  a  foul  fa£l,  as  thine  own  heart  can  de- 
fire  :  be  ftill  thine  own  judge  5  and  let  thine  own  reafon  give 
4  fair  anfwer  to  thefe  three  pertinertt  quefKons. 

^ueft*  I .  Whether  whoredom  be  as  likely  tmd  promifing  ar 
%ay  to  engage  God's  bleffing  upon  your  trades  and  employ- 
ments, as  continence  or  conjugal  chaftity  are  ?  That  is  to 
fey  plainly.  Whether  obedience  and  dtfobediencc  to  the  law 
of  God,  be  all  one,  and  pleafe  him  alike  ?  Yptt  know,  your 
kw^b  }fk  bufioeis  itJ^  v/^in  youf  unhand)  it   i9  God 
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that  givcth  thcc  power  to  get  wealth  :  His  blejjing  maketh  rich* 
And  is  fin  as  likely,  a  way  to  engage  his  bieffing)  as  duty  and 
obedience  is?  lam  confident,  your  own  reafon  will  uever. 
give  it. 

Oojeft.  If  you  fay  ^  fuch  perfons  profper  Hi  the  world  as  well 
as  others  J  for  ought  you  fee. 

SoL  The  contrary  is  evident  in  the  common  obfisrration  of 
mankind  :  By  reafon  of  whoredom^  multitudes  are  brought  to. 
a  piece  of  bread.  And  though  Godfufferfome  unclean  perfons 
to  profper  in  the  world  ;  yet  chaftity  with  poverty,  is  infinitely, 
preferable  to  fuch  accurfed  profperity.  . 

^leji.  2.  Whether  the  courfe  of  fin  you  arc  now  driving 
and  accuftoming  yourfelves  to,  will  not,  in  all  probability,  fa 
infatuate  and  bewitch  you,  that  when  you  come  into  a  mar- 
ried jftate,  you  (hail  ftill  be  under  the  power  of  this  fin  ;  and,, 
fo  ruin  the  pcrfon  you  marry,  as  well  as  yourfelf  ?  Jf  the  word 
of  God  fignify  any  thing  with  you,  it  fignifieth  this  ;  That 
there  is  a  witchcraJft  in  whoredom  ;  and,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  "  None  that  go  to  her  return  again,  neither  t^ke  they 
**  hold  of  tht  paths  of  life  •,"  Prov.  ii.  i8,  19. 

Objeft.  Jfto  invalidate  this  tejlimonyy  ym  fhall fay  that  he. 
ihatfpdke  this^  did  himfelfgo  afterjlrange  womem. 

SoL  It  is  true,  he  did  fo.  But  then  withal,  you  muft  re». 
member,  that  he  hath  warned  you  by  his  own  {ad  experience,^ 
that  you  never  follow  him  in  thofe  his  footfteps  :  Ecclef.  vii. 
26.  **  I  find  (faith  he)  more  bitter  than  death,  the  woman  whofe 
^  heart  is  fnarcs  and  nets,  and  her  hands  as  bands,  Whoib 
«  pleafeth  God,  fliail  efcape  from  her ;  but  the  Cnner  fhall  be 
«<  taken  by  her." 

:  ^tefl.  3.  And,  laflly^  Idemand  of  your  reafon,  whether  it 
candor  will,  allow  any  place  to  this  plea  ofneceffity ;  before 
you  have  tried  and  ufed  all  God's  ^appointed  remedies,  which 
are  fufficient  to  prevent  that  neceflity  you  plead  ? 

There  are  lawful  remedies  enough,  fufficient,  with  God's  blef- 
fing,  to  keep  you  from  fuch  a  neceffity  to  fiia  ;  fuch  as  tem- 
perance, and  more  abftemioufnefs  in  meats  and  drinks ;  avoid-: 
ing  lafcivious  1)ooks,  play-houfes,  and  filthy  company  ;  labo- 
rious diligence  in  your  lawful  callings,  and  fervent  prayer,.  ' 
for  mortifying  and  preventing  grace :  And  if  temptations  fhall 
ftir  amidft  all  thefe  preventives ;  then  cailing  yourfelves  upon  . 
the  direftions  and  fupply  of  providence,  in  the  honourable 
eftate  of  marriage.  Never  plead  neceffity,  wbilft  all  thcfc 
preventives  might,  but  have  not  been  ufed*  ,  ] 
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§  7.  Inducement^, 
Others  plead  the  abfelice  of  their  lawful  remedies,  and  pre- 
'  fence  of  tempting  obje£isw    This  is  the  cafe  of  our  foldiers 

*  and  feamen.     But  daough  this  be  the  moil  colourable  pre- 
r'tenccof  ^!1  the  reft,  yet  your  own  reafon  and  confcierice  will, 

*  even  in  this  cafe,  fo  dilemma  and  mn^plus  you,  that  if  you  will 
'  adventure  upon  the  fin,  you  fliall  never  have  their  leave  and 

*  confent  witib  you :  For  they  have  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  con- 
iideration  of  you,  as  perfous  more  eminently  aitd  immediately 
expofed  to  the  dangers  of  death  than  other  nlen.     And  thus 

'  (would  you  but  give  them  a  fair  hearing)  they  will  expoftu- 
late  and  reafon  out  the  matter  with  you. 

i  *  Either  thou  (halt  efcape,  or  not  efcape,  the  hazard  of  this 
/  voyage,  or  battle.  If  thou  fall  (as  to  be  fure  many  will)  will 
-  *  this  be  an  honourable,  fafe,  and  comfortable  clofe,  and  wind- 

*  ittg  up  (rf  thy  life  i  What,  from  a  whore  to  thy  grave  !  God 

*  forbid. .  From  burning  lulls,  to  everlailing  burnings  !  Better 

*  thourhadft  never  been  born/ 

Or  if  thou  do  efcape,  and  return  again  to  thy  family  ;  how 

'  csinft  ^hou  look  her  in  the  face,  with  whom  thou  baft  fo  bafely 

•'  broken  thy  marriage* vow  and  covenant  ?  Whatever  elfe  thou 

bring  home  with  thee,  to  be  fure  thou  (halt  bring  home  guilt 

with  thee,  a  blot  never  to  be  wiped  away.  * 

t      Obje£l.  If  you  fay^  you  are  notfuch  fools  to  publifb  your 

ewnfbame ;  you  luill  follow  Caefar^s  advice  to  the  young  adulter- 

*erj  Si  Bon  cafte,  tamen  caute,  If  I  a&  not  chaftly^  I  will  aH 

'Cautimfly* 

Sot.  Your  reafon  and  cpnfcience  will  both  deride  the  weak- 

nc(s  and  folly  of  this  pretence  :  For  they  both  very  well  know, 

no  man  fins  fofecretly,  but  he  fins  before  two  infallible  wit- 

nefles,  *viz*  God,  and  hi$  own  confcience ;  and  that  the  laft, 

and  .ieaft  of  thefe,  is  more  than  a  thoufand  witnefies.     That 

^God  ufually  detefts  it  in  this  world,  carry  it  a^  clofely  as  you 

'  will ;  but  to  be  fure,  it  fhall  be  publilhed  as  upon  the  houfe* 

top,  before  men  and  angels  in  the  great  day. 

'  V        $  8.  Inducement  4. 

Another  inducement  to  this  fin ,  (and  the  laftl  ihall  mention), 
is  the  commonnefs  of  it,  which  abates  the  ihame  of  it. 

What  need  they  trouble  themfelves  Xo  much,  or  be  fo  (hy  of 
.that  which  is  pra^ifed  by  thoufands,  which  is  fo  frequently 
a&ed  in  every  place,  and  little  made  of  it  ? 

f  But  if  either  your  reafon  or  conference  will  admit  this  plea 
•for  gcK)d  and  lawful,  the  devil  hath  utterly  blinded  or  infataa%^ 
•ted  the  ofte  qt  othcrj  as  will  evidently  ^ippear  by  tfce  fellow 
ing  reafons.  •  For, 


^  Reafon  i .  If  the  thing  he  evil,  (as  ytoii  cannot  deny  bat.  it  is] 
then,  by  how  much  the  commoner^  by  fo  a^mM  tht  «n9flfe  it 
muft  needs  be.  Indeed}  if  a  thing  be  good»  by  how  ixm<^ 
rbe  eoouaoner,  fo  much  the  better :  but  tp  at^ribm^  A^ 
e&ntial  property  of  good  junto  evil^  is  to  cpntipuiHi  :»»d  cl^^iraf 
ib^  differencebetweenthpn,  and  makegoodatid  e^^l.bocb  ^liJ^ 

Rti^  %•  If  the  commonneft  of  uncleanoof#  viJIJ  e^nip  ^noVf 
it  w\3X  lanpre  cxcufe  all  others  that  ibajU  pomi^Mt  tb«#  6ft  aftor 
yom  :  and  ftill  by  how  much  more  the  jBuiyibeiis  oi  a4«Iteffefs 
and  fornicators  are  increafed,  ftill  the  left  (jprAVle.men  jm^I 
make  to  commit  it ;  and  fo  the  whole  community  fhaU  ioia 
little  time  be  fo  infefied  and  defil^^  th^  fcbriftiftH  fkijagdp«ii 
ihall  quicUf  become  like  Sodom^  and  God  ptFovp)sQ4  tP  deal 
vith  them,  as  he  did  by  chat  wnetcbedpty. 

iUafm  3-  If  the  commoanels  of  the  fmhe  an  /^smifis  hxkI 
plot  for  iti  &f  ppfe  the  rpads  ihould  be  more  infdBtrd  tbao 
they  are  with  bighwayme^^  h  that  erery  fuoot^  you  ftiaukl 
fee  whole  cart-loads  of  them  drawn  to  Tyjb^ucn  \  wipiild  yiour 
cesKfon  ii»fer  from  thence,  tbiit  becigufe  baf^ging  i»  grown  fi> 
common,,  you  need  not  iicruple  (o  much  as  yam  w^re  'warn  to 
da»  to  tak^  a  purfe»  or  pifiol  an  ihontft  mnooem  travejikr  iipw 
the  read  I 

Obje£i.  If  you  flxUlf^y^  unckmw^s  w  nctfo  c^^  a  Jtn  m 
rMery  u  s  Hf^re  is  a^retit  deal  i^  d^er^npe  l>4Pwei9  Tyburn^ 

Soi  There  is  a  great  difference  indee^i  even  a&^ii^  as 4s 
betwixt  Tyburn  and  hell,  or  a  {mall  muld  in  the  coujE^^moiy 
.8iid4:he0ternalwratbaf  afmH-eveiigingGQd:  fogii^wiUthe 
differcvDce  betwicc  dhe  pmrnihrnm^  of  all  fins  by  Cod,«nd^ 
fSKi^  be  found. 

Tht}syotifoe»  gev^men,  the  oommop^k^i  for  4indcm* 
&efe  oi^er-rided  'by  yonir  own  rea^a  and  JSOxSfita^^^i 

We  li^ve  ina  plentif^  lai¥i, abonndjiig m\th all ^tm^hm 
^/thfs Jife,  and  with  thouiiKiids  of  iidlrf^  w)aiMP«s ;  fst  y^om 
the  Lord  complainslhtsday,  asbedidtpfthe  jew^>  wh^V^  dl|C 
flowing  land  vomited  vOm,  Jfir*  v.  7»  "  When  \  had  fed  them 
<^  to  As  6«11,  tbeyoommitfied  aduUery,  4i»d  nOmU^d^h^m- 
«  felves  by  itmops  m  thebarJot^  houfes*  They  wei^  as  fi^ 
^<  bci&s  4n  .the  tnorojaig )  cv^  one  ndigbed  ^6^  fhi^ioeigk- 
•<^  boiur's  wife/'  Hew  maoy  futii  lOattion^'afe  ^m,mi^i0fi 
in  the  fat  paftures  of  this  good  knd ! 

N<9r  ido  I  wonder  ^all  xp  ^  thegnyvfth  of  .i&l^ifai,  in  a 
kndfwanned  and  oyer-drnn  with  fo  «eifiny  thojutmda  )qII4«P 
ptomers^  Mtunkar^  ^d  adnltetxrg.    it wds  ni^raNe  pbferrati- 
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tti  rfthat  gallant  mofalift,  Plutarch  :   <  If  Epicures  (forth  he) 

*  fhould  but  gram  a  God  Iti  his  full  pcrfeflions,  he  muft  change 

*  hid  life  preieiftly,  he  muft  be  a  (wine  no  longer.* 

*  The  Lord  purge  out  thid  crying  abbniination  alfe,  with  A- 
"Acifm  and  drunkennefs,  the  inlets  of  it,  which  darken  our  glo- 
ry, and  threaten  to  make  lis  defdlate. 


C    H    A    P.        VI/ 

WherAn  ritafim  and  cer^fcienci  are  once-more  confultedy  ahout  thaJt 
kitter  and  implacable  enntity  found  in  thoufands  tkis  day;  0-* 

,    gainjl  all  ferious  piety  i  and  the  ft riii  pr<feffors  thereof y  wh 

.  d^er  frbm  them  in  Jme  external  modesy  and  rites  <f  %i^or^ 
fiip  I  and  their  determinationst  upqn  that  eafe^  impartial* 

■    ly  reported* 

$  !•  Ik  ^  A  N  18  natttfally  a  fociable  creatttre^  delimiting 
j[^^  in  company  and  converfe.  He  that  afie^  to  live 
by,  aiid  to  bimfeif^  muft  be  (faith  the  pbiiofopber)  •»  ^teh  a 
t^  \  either  a  God  that  is  felf  fuffiqent,  and  ftands  in  need  oJF 
none ;  or  a  wild  beaft»  fo  favage  and  fierce,  chat  it  can  en- 
.  dure  notktng  but  itielf. 

This  natural  quality  of  fociabIeiief$  19  diverfly  innprovcd^ 
Sometimes  finfuUy,  in  wicked  combinations  to  do  mifbhief ; 
like  the  herding  together  kA  wolves  and  tygera :  fudi  was  the 
confederation  of  Simeon  and  Levi,  brethren  in  iniquity ;  Gen» 
xlix.  5^.  Sometimes  it  \%  improved  civillj,  fof  the  more  orderly 
and'pro^rous  management  erf  human  affairs.  Thns  all  dyilited 
emmtries  have  improved  it,  Ivfs  die  common  fcctirity  and  be^ 
nefit.  And  femeiimes  religioufly,  for  the  betterpramoting  ^ 
tacfa  other'a  fpiritual  and  eternal  good* 
•  Now  the  more  firmly  any  civil  or  religious  ibcietses  are  knit 
together  by  lot e,  and  coalefce  in  unity,  by  io  much  the  bet^- 
ter  they  are  fecured  againft^  their  common  enemies  and  dan^ 
gers,  and  bec<Mne  ftill  the  more  prolp^xnia  and  flouriibing  with^ 
an  and  among:themfelvea.  FOr  when  every  man  finds  his  |)ar«- 
ticnlar  sntcreft  involved  in  the  public  £irfecy  and  fecurity,  (at 
every  privitte  cabbin  and  .paftingcr  is  in  the  Mety  of  the  fliip)^ 
every  particular  perfon  will  then  iland  ready  to  eontribute  bis 
iittermoft  affiftance^  for  the  public  intereft,  both  in  peace  and 
war.    United  f(^ce,  wc  aU  know,  is  more  than  fingle  ^  aiid^ 
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in>  this  fenfey  we  fay,  Unus  homOf  nuHus  homo  :  one  miiily  is  b« 
in^n».  that  iSf  coniidered  disjun£bivelyi  and  alone ;  when  j^ 
that  fingie  perfon,  {landing  \n  a  proper  place  of  fervice  in  the 
body,  nsay,  by  his  prudence  and  couragei  fignify  very  much 
to  the  public  weal  of  his  country  \  as  Fabius  did  to  the  Ro« 
man  ftate,  of  whom  the  poet  truly  obferved, 

Unis  homo  nobis  atnBando  reftituit  rem  : 
That  one  man,  by  his  prudent  delay  and  condudl,  hath  i^veA 
the  whok  commonwealth. ' 

$  2.  It  is  therefore  the  undoubted  imereftof  Chriftian  ftatcs 
and  churches^  to  make  every  individual,  perfon  as  ufeful  as 
.  haay  be  to  the  whole,  and  to  enjoy  the  fervices  of  alltfieir  fub- 
jc£ls  and  members,  one  way  or  other,  aceording  to  their  diiFe- 
rent  capacities ;  that  it  may  be  faid  of  them,,  (as  the  Biflorian 
fpeaks  of  the  land  of  Canaan)  that  there  was  in  it,  Nihil  infruc 
Utqfum^  nihil  fterite  :  not  a  fltrub-but  bare  fome  fruit; 

No  prudent  kingdom,  or  church,  will  deprive  theraielves  of 
the  benefits  they  may  enjoy  by  the  fervices  of  any  confiderabJe 
number  of  men,,  (efpeei'ally  if  they  be  able  and  good  men^ 
without  a  plain,  inevitable  necefiity.  No  man,  without  fuch  a 
neceflity,  will  part  with  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  lead  finger 
or  toe,  much  lefe  with  a  leg  or  arm  :  but  would  reckon  him- 
felf  half  undone,  if  a  paralytic  difeale.  fhould  ftrike  one  half  q£ 
the  body,  and  render  it  utterly  ufelefs  to  de£end  and  fuccour 
the  other  part  i»  time  of  danger^  * 

.  $^3.  Much  fa ftands  the  cafe  with  ehurcbes  and  kingdoms'^ 
when  tbe  caufetefs  and  cruel  enmity  of  one  part  pteyaiis  fo  far 
againft  the  other,'  as  to  deprive  that  flate,  or  church,  of  the  uie 
and  fervice  of  multitudes  of  good  and  faithful  members  ... 

It  is  folly,  in  its  higheft  exaltation,  for  one  part  of  a  nation^ 
out  of  hitter  enmity  to  the  other,  not  only  to  feek  all-  ways 
and  means  to  fuppr dis  and  ruin  it,  whilft  a  eommon  danger 
hangs  over  the  whole ;  but  to  rejoice  in  the  miferies  of  their 
brethren,  as  the  priheipal  thing  which  they  fancy  would  eoa^ 
tribute  to  the  great  advantage  of  their  caufe.  What  but  a  ge^  ' 
neral  punifhment,  ^if  that  will  do  it)  can  work  mens  hearts 
into  a  more  general  compai&on  ? 

The  hiftories  of  thofe  times  fufficiently  inform  us,  that  the 
great  feuds  and  fadltons  in  the  weftern  church,  not  only  im- 
.mediately  preceded,  but  opened  the  way  to  the  terrible  inuor 
jdatious  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  Whilft  the  fufFering  part  ' 
cries  out,  cruelty,  cruelty^  thofe  that  inflid  it,  cryasload^ 
juilice,  juftice.  Whatever  rational  apologies,  or  methods  of 
[>cace,  come  from  the  opprefled  party,  are  cenlured  bytheo* 
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•*6her  as  murj»ur  and  miittny.     All  men  canariiend  unity^  and 

^flert  it  to  be  Ae  intereft  of  kingdoms  land  churches.     They 

ivifti  all  men  were  of  one  mind  j  but  what  mind  muft  Ifhat  bef 

To  be  fure,  none  but  their  own. 

The  more  cool,  prudent,  and  moderate  fpirits  of  each  par- 
*tyi  may'ftrive  to  the  uttermoft,  to  allay  thefc  unnatural  feuds 
and  aniihofities.  The  wifdosn  of  the  governing  part,  may 
»take  the  infthimetits  of  cruelty  out  of  their  hand  5  but  it  is 
-God  alone,  that  Can  jplttck  up  the  roots  of  enmity  out  of  thek 
"fcearts. 

♦  *  And  what  is  the  matter,  when  all  is  •fitted  and  examined? 
Why  the  matter  is  this :  fome  wiH  be  more  ferious,  drift, 
and  confeientious,  than  others  think  fit  or  neceffary  for  them 
to  be.  They  dare  not  curfe,  fwear,  whore,  and  be  drunk,  as 
'Others  do.  They  fcruple  to  compfly  with  what  Gpd  b^th  not 
"^oniimanded,  and  the  very  impofers  confefs  to  be  indiiFerent, 
-antecedently  to  their  command.  Tliey  reverently  mention  the 
Tiame  of  God,  without  an  oath,  and  the  folemn  matters  of 
religion,  -without  a  jdt  in  their  company.  They  will  aflume  , 
as  much  liberty  to  reprove  <in,  as  others  do  to  commit  it. 
They  take  more  pleafure  in  heavenly  duties,  and  holy  confe- 
rences, tl)an  in  ranting  and  roaring  in  taverns  and  ale-boufes. 
That  is,  in  a  word,  they  liv^  up  to  the  priiiciples  of  religion, 
-which  all  pretend  to-;  and  this  is  their  unpardo^iable  crime,  a 
fatuk  never  to  be  expiated  by  any  lefs  puntihmeot  dian  their 
<leftru£tion. 

•  And  are  not  people  (think  you)  come  to  a  finepafe  5  ^hen 
the  ftrifteft  obedience  to  *he  laws  of  God,  ihall  be  accounted 
•more  criminal,  than  the  moft  open  and  profane  violation  of 
them  ?  Nay,  though  they  reprove  the  other  party's  £m  no  other 
way,  but  by  their  mcSl  ferious  and  religious  lives;  yet  this 
alone  (hall  be  fufficient  to  make' them  culpable  and  obnoxious. 

§  4.  If  the  party  thus  generally  hated  and  maligried,  be  (for 
the  generality  of  them)  ferious  and  godly  Chriftlans  ;  or  if  the 
ftriftnefs  and  holinefs  of  their  lives,  and  tendernefs  of  their 
confciences,  be  the  true  ground  and  reafo»  of  our  hatred  of 
them ;  fuch  an  hatred,  when  it  becomes  general,  is  a  direful 
prefage  of  fome  common  calamity  and  mifery  haftening  upon 
fuch  a  people  :  Hof.  ix.  7.  "  The  days  of  vifitation  are  come  5 
^'  tne  days  of  fecompence  are  come  \  Ifrael  fliall  know  it.  The 
^^  prophet  is  a  fool ;  the  fpiritual  man  is  mad  ;  'tor  the  mul- 
"^^  titud^of  thine  iniquity,  and  the  great  hatred."  ' 

*•  Aod  our  own  reafon  will  give  us  this  conclufion,  ^s  well  as 


fipripture :  for  wiiatfoe?er  brings  fio  toitsfiiUoHUurieys  «i^ 
needs  haften  judgmentt.  And  itf^bat  can  heij^toi  a«d  aicoGVt 
the  Ciu  of  a  people,  oaore  than  fuch  a  cmd  haired  ci  ^piei 
men,  upon  the  fcore  and  account  before  ghrcn  I  All  hatred  ^ 
godlinels  hath  a  tang  of  deviliihneft.  It  is  a  deiperate  fijmg  in 
die  verv  fa^ce  of  God,  vbofe  image  bdineia  if*  Sia  cwm  Icami 
be  graduated  a  peg  higher. 

Reafon  tells  the  huibandman,  it  ii  time  t^  mow  Md  ce^ 
bis  corn,  when  it  is  full  ripe.  And  it  may  eo«m0e  yoiit  that 
God's  time  of  reaping  down  a  finful  people  is  near,  when  their 
(tBi%  are  grown  to  foch  full  maturity  as  this:  ^  Put  fe  iia  the 
<«  fickle,  for  the  barveft  is  ripei  come»  get  yedi^wii^  fortlie 
«*  preft  is  full,  the fau overflow,  fer tbek  vidue4ne($ is  ^xom%* 
Joel  iii.  I  {• 

$  5;  The  true  caufe  and  rife  of  this  gres^  and  fixed  hatHml  ^ 
jmongft  profefled  Chriftians,  (whatever  «oay  be  pretended  10 
falve  reputation)  is  the  contrariety  and  repugnancy  <rf  the  oa* 
tures,  and  principles,  by  which  the  godly  and  ungodly  ate  go» 
Verned.  There  is  an  enmity  bet^i^  the  two  feeds,  Gei».  iti. 
25.  And  this  enmity  runs  down  in  a  bloods  more  01  Id^  10 
all  ages,  ^d  places ;  Gal.  iv.  2$^»  <<  As  then,  he  that  was 
*<  born  after  the  flefli,  perfei^uted  him  tbat  was  born  after  the  \ 
<<  Spirit  \  even  fo  it  is  now."  So  it  ^as,  and  fe  it  is,  and  ^  it 
will  be,  till  converfion  changeth  the  heart  and  principle.  Thin  i 
enmity  cannot  die,  ^hilft  Satan  lives,  and  riks  in  the  heuts 
of  children  of  difobediencc.  - 

An4  the  enmity  is  mutual :  ^^  An  un)uft  man  is  an  abomina-  | 
^  tion  to  the  juft ;  and  he  that  is  upright  in  the  way,  isaaa#  | 
♦«  bominatiofi  to  the  wicked,"  Prov*  xxix.  27.  Only  with  this 
difference*,  the  good  man  hates,  ncn  vtrmh  fo4 .f*i$iumi  not 
the  perfon,  but  his  fint  The  wicked  man  hates  both  the  pert> 
fon  of  the  godly,  and  his  godlineis  top }  yea,  the  perfon  for 
bts  godlinefs  h\^, 

This  hatred  of  the  go^ly,  fecretly  and  hal^tnally  lurks  in  the 
sfttore  of  a  wicked  man  9  a^  rapacioufnefs  doth  in  a  young 
wolf,  that  never  law  a  lamb^  It  extends  kfelf  univeriaHy  tottm 
whole  kind,  and  reaches  thoie,  whole  lives  ai«  moft  obliging- 
ly fweet :  yea,  thofe  that  are  bound  to  them  in  the  ftrideil 
l>onds  of  nature :  as  we  may  fee,  in  that  maft  nnnatural  in^ 
ftance  of  Cain's  murdering  his  own  brother  Abel.  It  difeov^ps 
itfelf,  in  feeking  the  deftru^^iop  of  them  they  haie  upon  a  re- 
ligious account,  and  in  rejoicing  at  any  evil  tbat  befals  tbemy 
i«Jothing  is  more  grateful  to  them,  than  any  occafion  (0  4if'' 

gwe?  mii  ^iqjHrfe  tbw  Fiib  ^wtwpttp  the  verWt 


1^6^  But  thmi^  tlie  ftrt£tiiie&  aad  hoiindft  ot  good  inen» 

m$m&ng  tlie  con£cieii<m  of  wicked,  men  privately  to  condemn^ 

MVtd  iaw»rdly  tip  giml  and  grat«  tlieni  for  their  looiexiefSf  and 

jpm>immib%  be  the  tme  and  real  ground  and  ca^ie  of  the 

f^dge  and  hatred  ^  yel  tbey  think  it  fit^  £cur  reputation^iaket 

th^A  «iia  1)e  wholly  fuppre&d  and  filencedt  and  femething  elft 

.fxretendedfor  the  caufe  and  reafon  of  it»  dfe  it  would  looSc  too 

like  the  devilhtmielf*    And  therefore,  amongft  other  plau^le 

prcteofion«»for<lbeir  malignity  tp  thofe  that  are  better  than 

^heinfelve«»  thefe  three  are  principally  infifted  on,  and  pleaded 

U  That  it  is  not  their  piety,  but  ^beir  hypocrify,  which  they 

hatte:  nee  becaufe  they  have  indeed  more  piety  than  odien^ 

Im^  hecaiftfe  they  make  more  vain  Ibew  and  oftentation  of  it 

than  them&ltes  do  i  who^  fetting  afide  their  ridiculous  gri* 

macea,  and  affe&ed  fantaftic  worda  and  actions,  are  every  whit 

a»  good  aa  rhemfdvea. 

2«  Becaufe,  under  a  pretence  of  greater  ftrifiiiers  in  religit 
«ni»  they  do  but  hatch  and  carry  on  fedition  and  rebellian ;  and 
that  the  world  will  never  be  quiet,  whilft  inch  vipers  are  fuf- 
iered  in  the  bowels  of  it. 

3*  That  both  the  former  have  been  made  fufficienUy  evident 
nnd  apparent,  in  fevaral  former,  and  more  recent  infltaaces,  of 
fht  hypocri^  and  (editions  defigns  of  as  high  pretenders  to  reli*- 
f^km  and  remmaiaoa,  as  thcfe  are,  whom  they  truly  hate,  and 
5Rt>uld  xu>t  fuffisr  them  to  live,  if  their  power  were  anfwerable  to 
their  hatred.  , 

As  to  i;his  firft  plea,  viz.  their  hypocrify  i  it  will  quickly  be 
found  to  he  too  this  and  weak  to  endure  the  teit  of  your 
own  reafon  and  conic  i^ces.  For  how  will  you  anfwer  theoii 
when  they  ihall  thus  argue  and  expoilulate  the  matter  with 
you  ?  y 

<  You  that  thus  cettfare,  and  thofe  that  are  ceniur<id  for 
hypocrify  by  you,  do  both  profef^  one  and  the  fame  religion. 
Your  profane  lives  are  notoriouily  contrary  to  s^  tlie  prin* 
eiples  of  this  religion.  Youfwear,  drink,  whore,  rerile,  and 
perfecute  the  others,  only  bccaufe  you  fancy  their  t0iiea» 
geftures,  ^r.  to  be  fome  way  or  other  indecent.  You  can- 
not deny,  but  they  live  ibberly  and  godly :  tbey  attend  upon 
alltbe  dvtieiiofreligicm  flri£bly  and  confcientiouily.  Your 
malice  againft  them  can  find  nothing  to  carp  &t,  butibme 
little  trifles,  with  which  the  eflence  of  religton  is  not  cop- 
eerned.  Did  tbey  run  into  the  fame  excefs  of  riot  wtil)  yocr, 
greater  matters  than  theie  would  be  overlooked,  yeai  and 
a)pplaudfid^»'    . 


^ 
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Now  let  rexfon  and  conicience  fay,  Who  is  moft  Ukely  to  k 
|he  hypocrite  J  the  man  that  calls  himfelf  a  Chriftiati,  an^ 
under  that,  profefllon  wallows  in  «U  profoien^s,  not  ooxx 
cenfuring  himfelf  for  it{  or  he^  that  lives  foberly  an4  godly, 
againlt  whom  malice  itfelf  can  produce  nothing  but  facfa  m- 
coniiderable  trifles  as  thefe  I  Is  not  diis  the  very  cafe,  -whiiji 
Chrifthathtdeterminedtoour  hands,  and  made  fuch  cenfurers,  the 
hypocrites?  Matth.vii.  3.  <<  And  why  beboldeft  thou  the  mole 
*^  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye,  but  coafidereftnot  the  beam  that 
<<  is  in  thine  own  eye  ?''  Is  was  but  one  blemiih,  and  that  a  ^rery 
{mall  one  too,  but  a  mote ;  however  this  you  can  quickly  fpy, 
and  as  raihly  cenfure.  But  mean  while  there  is  a  beam,  an 
horrid  flagitious  wickedneis  in  yourfelves ;  but  it  is  too  near 
your  own  eyes,  to  be  difcemed  by  you.  .Which  of  thefe  two 
(think  you)  is  the  hypocrite  ? 

2.  But  what  if  this  mote  thatyou  difcem,  be  but  a  fancy, 
a  mere  imagination  of  your  own;  how  ^ill  that  aggravate 
your  (in,  and  evince  both  your  malice  and  hypocrify  together  I 
Tou  fay,  Hifaeir  tones  and  geftures  in  religious  duties,  are 
ridiculous,  and  fceni<;al.  This  you  take  up  lightly  againft 
feme  few  of  them,  and  as  unjuftly  apply  unto  the  afperfing  di 
the  whole  party ;  which  your  own  reafon  muft,  and  will  im* 
mediately  condemn.  For  there  are  multitudes  of  that  party, 
whoie  countenances,  tones  and  geftures,  are  as  decorous,  grave» 
and  becoraii^  the  pre&xiice  of  that  God  with  whom  they  have 
to  do,  as  any  men  in  the  world. 

*     4.  And  as  for  thofe  few  whom  you  thus  blemifli  for  their 
indecent  tones  and  geftures;  what  if  thofe  tpnes  you  fpeak  of, 
.  amount  to  no  more  but  natural  defeds,  and  unavoidable  in- 
firmitiies,  whiph  they  would,  but  cannot  help  ?  Dp  they  for 
this,  and  no  worfe  than  this,  defervc  to  be  cenfured,  and  con- 
demned for  hypocrites  ?  Or,  what  if  tbcybeinfenfible  adions, 
,  4>ccafion6d  by  the  greater  intention  of  their  fpirits  in  the  fer* 
vice  of  God  f  May  not  thefe  very  things,  which  you  pro^ 
fanely  flout,  cenfure,  and  fcoiF  at,  either  not  at  all  be  noted 
as  blcmiflies  to  their  devotion  by  the  eye  of  God,  w  noted 
with  approbation  and  delight,  as  theefFefts  of  fpiritual  fervai- 
<y  in  his  fervice  ?  Certainly,  gentlemen,  you  are  no  good 
'mz'-\^\  ^en,  that  neither  draw  the  right  arrow,  nor  level  at  the 
true  mark. 

4.  axud  we!:e  not  this  a  vain  and  empty  pretence,  to  cover 
y  ur  ow,n  malice  Againft  godlinefs ;  how  comes  it  to  pafs, 
laat  more  fcenical  haUts,  words,  and  gellures,  fhould  pafs  as 
ornaments,  in  others,  >vbom  you  affect  ?  Whtdier  Uus  be  not 


Tie  r^/anaitfntfs  tf  P£tfmnl/Refi>rmatim^  ,  399^ 

j^rtiajlity  iSE^c^hy  of  a  man,  let  reafon  ^lad  Qaufcience  freeljr 
judge.  : 

V  In  9  word  }  W^t  commiffion  ^orautliorlty  eau  you  produce^ 
thus  to  afcetid  tS^is  throne  of  God,  and  draw  your  bitterei):  cen^ 
fures  through  the  very  hearts  of  God's  people,  for  fuch .  pitiful 
trifles  as  thefei  &ft  condeiio^ing  tbeni  as  hypocrites,  which  is 
a  moft  ua warrantable  prefumption  ;  and  then  perfecute  them 
ms  f ar  as  yQu  can,  fpr  their  pr^fuiiied  bypocrify  i  Have  a  care 
itfbat  you  do ;  be  no^  ipockers,  left  your  bands  be  made  ftrong.. 
7his  is  a  fin  which  haftens  national  defolation  i  2  Chron.^ 
xxxyi.  16,  <7*  "  They  mocked  thie  meflengeis^  of  God,. and 
<*  defpifed  his  word,  and  mifufed  his  prophets  ;*  until  the  wratK 
^<  of  the  Lord  arofe  againft  his  people,  till  theie  was  no  rexhedy » 
^<  Therefore  he  brought  upon  them  the  king  of  t^e  Chaldees». 
♦*  who  flew  their  3^ung  men  with  the  fword^''  «Src* 

Pka  2.  Toil  /ay J  It  is  not  godlinefe  you  hate»  and  would 
perfecute ;  but  they  are  a  fort  of  perfons,  who  under  a  pretence 
of  zeal  for  religion  and  refoimati^m,  defign  nothing  elfe  but 
fedition  and  rebellion^  that  the  nation^  will  never  be  quiet>. 
ii^hiift  fuch  vipers  are  fufFe^ed  to.liye  in  it:  And  to  fortify  this^ 
plea,  you  add,  that  both  their  hypocrify  and  ^edition  have  beea 
made  fufBciently  evident  to  the  world  in  many  inftances. 

Zeal  for  the  laws,  and  fecurity  of  the  government,  if  rightly- 
tempered  and  qualified,  is  bigly  commendable  ;  and  wherever 
fincerity  animates,  and  prudence  governs  it^  it  ought  by  no 
'  meallB  to  be  difcouraged.  But  there  are  too  many  grounds 
and  caufes  of  fufpicion,  that  both  thefe  will  bd  found  wholly 
wanting,  or  extremely  d^e&ive^  in  many  high  pretenders  to 
it,^^  when  it  comes  to  be  fifted  to  its  bottom  principles,  and 
weighed  in.  the  juft  balsuKe  of  found  reafon. 
.  ¥bT  if  you  be .  inflamed  with'  a  puce  zeal  for  the  }aws  and 
goveriin^ent  you  live  under  ;  then  you  will  find  yourfelves  o« 
bliged^  for  your  own  vindication,  to  fatisfy  the  juft  expedadoa 
oi  your  own,  and  other  mens  reafons  and  conlciences,  in  the 
following  particulars : 

:.  Expe^dtim  i.  Firft^  Reaibn  andconfcienee,  in  yourfelves 
and  ethers,  will  expe^i  it  fro^  you^  that  you,  of  all  men  livings 
fliQuld  be  moft'pr^cifely  and  pun^ually  obedient  to  all  thole 
juft  and  good  laws  you  live  under ;  fince  your  zeal  bums  fo 
hot  againft  thofe  that  comply  not  pujudiually  with  them.  Ftr 
thofe  chat  make  fo  much  c^nfdknce  (as  you  feeni  to  do,  of 
other  mensT' offences  againft  the  laws,;,  muft  be  prefumed  (if 
your  profef&on  be  fincere)  to  make  at  leaft  as  much  confcietice 
ef  hreaking>any  of  them  in  yiHtrown  perfons  j  elfe  u^ther 
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reafon  nOr  conference  wilt  ever  admit  tlrisf  plea  rf  yo«fste 
found  and  gopd. 

-  Now  the  laws  fometimes  appoint  pontfliments  for  ncmctfm- 
formtty  to  the  rites  and  ceremonief >  affixed  to  the  pttblic  Bt^ 
tional  worfhip ;  and  fo  they  do  always  for  cofivi^led  imtsamg^ 
drankennefs,  and  adultery.  All  diefe  laws  haTe  die  Y«y 
fame  fanAion,  by  the  attthority  we  live  under;  They  forbid, 
and  punilh,  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  And  tf  thei«  bt 
any  difference,  it  lies  in  this,  that  thefe  latter  are  exprefly  far- 
bidden  and  threatiied  by  God,  antecedently  to  the  inagiftFslc'b 
prohibition  of  them,  which  hath  no  fmall  weigbtin  the  mafr* 
ter  under  confideration. 

Now,  if  any  man  (hall  pretend  xeal  and  eonfeieiicey  againft 
difTeht  in  judgment  or  pradtce,  from  the  churchy  but  makes  nd 
confcience  at  all  to  curie  and  fweaf,  be  drunk  or  unclean  \  he 
will  find  it  a  difScuft  talk  to  perfbade  bis  own,  or  other  mens 
reafons  or  confciences,  that  this  his  zeal,  for  the  htwi?  and  ^ 
vcmment,  is  fincerc  and  pore.  For  were  it  fo,  it  could mnrer 
allow  him  to  live  In  the  notorious  violation  of  the  laws  himfeU> 
^hrch  he  is  fo  fierce  and  bitter  againfl  others  for. 

Expefiation  t..  Second!fy/lfj(mr  zeal  be  fincere^  it  will  coa^ 
tain  idelf  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  i^nee,  and 
not  lay  hold  trpon  the  innocent,  aS  well  as.upoiithe  guilty; 
and  make  you  bate  and  perfeeute  them  that  were  ner«r  rarfa«i- 
lent  and  feditious,  equally  with  the  gtreateft  criminals.  If  you 
will  hug  this  principle  as  things  ftand  now,  reafon  ^Ufe)!^^, 
it  is  as  juft  at  all  other  times,  as  it  is  at  thi§. 

Would  you  not  think  it  an  unreafimable  and  moit  in jiHt- 
ons  thing,  to  be  plucked  oiit  of  your  (hops,  or  hoiifes,  and 
hurried  away  to  the  goal ;  becauie  two  or  three  diflblote  flellows 
in  the  city  or  town  where  you  lite,  have  been  riotous  or  iisdi- 
tious,  though  yon  pofGbly  know  n6t  th^  men,  Mr  can  be  Id 
mdch  as  juftly  fufpeftcd  of  any  confederacy  with  than  i  True 
zeal  for  the  laws  and  gotemraent,  is  content  to  wait,  and  Aif^ 
pend  its  revenge,  till  a  fair  convi£l:iQn  have  pafied  upon  tbtf 
gnifty.  And  when  it  falte  upon  them,  k  is^  careM  ibat  it 
l^uch  none  befides  them :  but  fulf^M  a  man  to  retaift,  in  file 
-very  height  of  it,  due  love  and  hdnour  for  all  thaft  are  inaoM 
ient. 

If  Chriftians  be  firft  denominated  by  general  ttde»  miA  temui 
of  diftinftion,  which  they  cannot  help,  and  tfcen  tbe  crimes  ef 
any  particular  perfori,  that  the  wftrld  pleafesto  denothinate  aa 
one  of  the  fame  party,  muft  be  charged  atiA  impntod  to  tb9 
wbplc;  what  muft  the  confequimce  of  (ki»  b^  but  dun  tbt 


'vMieiMUi} wity  ^ecoifie  obnoxious  to  puni£biBeiit|  auidihe 
VjsrygoyenuncQt  itfelf  thereupon  be  diflblved  ? 

For  I  tfitke  it  to  be  pjUl  denial  or  doi}bt}  tbat  fome  pf  each 
i;kiH)mioa(tion  liATe  been»  are,  or  may  be  guilty  of  feditious 
jura^kices.  ,Some  hypocrites  wiU  lurk  among  tb9fe  vaft  bodies 
4)f  peoplq,  uqder  tbe  moft  Ari£k  and  watchful  gorernaient ; 
but  God  forbid  their  guilt  Ihould  affe£t  the  whole  JHyly,  ttot> 
der  wbDfi?  na^nes  they  ihelter  thei^iifelTes.  God,  reafi^,  and 
SCtnfdeBfx^  do  all  command  the  hotteft  zeal,  to  m^ke  its 
jfa^c  and  juft  diftin^iion  here.  Let  the  guilty  be  brottg|it  tp 
ipondign  pupiibm^nt,  upon  fair  tcia}  and  convidiop.  This 
.4i£::QUffe  ^eligns  no  favour  for  Xuch.  But  let  not  thofe  who 
fibhor  their  wickfidaefa,  and  are  as  pure  from  their  crimes  aa 
yout&lves,  fuffisr  with  them,  or  for  diem:  For  then  yotir  rea* 
Ion  will  tdU  yjon,  your&lves  are  as  ^ablc  to  fufferings  as  they  i 
end  $bat  your  s^  ia  mxt  kindled  by  love  to  juftice,  but  the  ha.*> 
tredof  apaity. 

It  is  not  in  tbebqdy  politic,  as  in  the  body  natural :  If  the 
iumd  fteal>  the  £eft  arc  jufily  laid  in  irons,  and  the  nec}c  pu| 
into  an  halter  ^  becauie  all  the  members  of  the  body  natural 
9,re  aaimated,  vid  governed  but  by  one  foul.  But  in  the  bodf 
politic,  every  individual  hath  a  diftin£l  (bul  cf  bis  own  s  and 
therefore  that  member  only  that  offends  oii[ght  to  be  puniihed^ 
%ni  all  the  jreft  to  enjoy  ihcir  full  liberty  and  h^Mumr  as  before^ 
Away  therefore  forever  with  this  church  and  ftate  defiroying 
fyn«chdodie. 

Exp€Sa$ion  3.  THrdly^  U  ther«  be  a  ehapge  made  upoyi 
(be  Jairs,  and  they  fliaU  at  any  time  tokraie  ai^  pn^eA  that 
piaity  and  pra&ice  which  once  they  made  criminal;  dien  youir 
D^ibn,  and  every  man'^  eUe,  will  expe£i:  fioip  you  (if  youf 
Zfial  fyc  the  bws  and  goyemment  be  iincere  and  unfeigned) 
tkat  your  countenance  and  cairi^ge  to  that  people  be  change^ 
auid  altered,  accorxiiiig  to  the  di^erent  aTpedt  of  tjbe  laws,  and 
goyecnmeot  upon  them:  That  youF'  tovy  and  l»tred  cea£o 
with  the  offence ;  add  tbat  you  be  as  ready  to  aflifl:  and  encou*^ 
isige  tbem,  when-they  s£t  according  to  lai¥,  as  you  formerly 
'w»rc  to  infli^  and  pco&cute  them  for  a&ing  contrary  to  law: 
£lfe,  pretend  what  ypu  will,  it  is  plain  enough,  that  it  was  not: 
zeal  for  the  laws  and  government,  but  fopievirhat.  flCc, ,  (which 
every  body  may  gud^  9t}  that  inflasped  yo^r  r^e  againft 
^em. 

For  whenfbever  ,the  wifdom  of  the  government  finds  it  ne* 
Q£^ry,  by  toleration,  to  take  away  the  crime  and  offence,  it 

Vat>  Vm,   .  E,ec       .  .  - 
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muft  nepeffarily  take  away  this  very  plea  for  hatred  and  peife' 
cution  with  it:  Ocberwiie  it  would  be  all  one,  to  ad  for  law^ 
,and  againft  law  \  to  puniih  them  that  are  offenders^  and  them 
.that  otfend  no  more  than  yourfelve^  \  to  turn  the  edge  of  yow 
«rage  and  fury,  againft  thofe  that  undermine  the  govemmcDty 
juid  thofe  that  are  as  zealous  as  yourfelves,  to  fupport  and  de- 
fend it,  by  their  perfons  and  purles. 

Expediation  4.  Fourthly"^  Your  reafon  will  juftly  cxpcSt  it 
from  you,  that  when,  or  wherefoever  you  (hall  fee  eminem 
piety  meeting  with  punctual  conformity  in  one  man^  that  maa 
ihall  be  ypur  very  darling;  and  that  both  thefe- qualifications 
Mhould  recommend  him.  to  your  deareft  afteflion,  the  more 
ilri£Uy  godly  he  is,  the  more  confoi;mable  he  i^  to  the  laws  of 
God;  as  well  as  by  his  pun£bal<ompliance  with  enjoined  rulei 
and  rites  of  worfhip,  to  the  laws  of  men*    If  he  be  a  man  of 
c^^holic  charity  to  all  of  every  perfuifion,.  whom  be  judges  to 
fear  God,  and  be  truly  cenfcientious ;  if  he  boldly  and  impar- 
tially reproves  fin,  wherever  he  finds-  it,  though  it  be  in  his 
own  pauon,  or  men  of  his  own  profeflion ;  you  will  ftijll  love 
him  the  more  for  that.     For  if  lincerity  and  confornuty  (as 
you  pretend)  be  the  very   things  which  you  make  fuch  a 
uoife  and  buftle  for  in  the  woild,  here  you  have  them  both  in 
conjunction.    This  is  the  man   you  feem  to  feek  (by  thefe 
pleas  of  yours)  for  a  pattern  and  ftandard  to  reduce  pther 
loento.  ... 

And  IS  it  really  fo,  gentlemen,,  with  you  ?  Do  you  hearti- 
ly' affeCk  and  prize  a  ftri£t  and  ferious  conformift,  that  fears 
not  to  exppi&the^. odious  ihamefulnefs  and  wickednefsx^  pio* 
fane  fwearii^,  curfing,  drunkennefs  and  uncleannef%  with- 
out refpe£t  of  ferfons,  both  tn  his  pulpit  and. private  con- 
V  verfes  ?  X)o  you  Ibve-him  the  better,  for  his  frfaio  dealing  with 
your  confciences,  in  dete£iing  the  grand  cheat  of  formality  in 
religion ;  for  his  clofe  cutting  convictions  of  the  infufficiency 
of  mere  civility^  to  your  falvation,  and  the  indifpenfible  ne- 
^eifity  of  regeneration  ?  Do.  you  heartily  love  and  honour 
him,  for  thundering  you  out  of  ale^ioufes  and  taverns,  unto 
youf  family  and  dofet-duties^?  <  For  telling  you  {)lainly,  your 
^  love  tnuflnot  be  confined  to  your  cmn  party,  'but  extended 

*  to  all  that  f<^r  God,  however  they  be  externally  diftinguifli- 
K  ed  among  men  ?  Nay,  for  convincing  you  ^ainly,  that  rel%i- 
<  on  lies  not  in  external  modes  and  rites,  in  (landing,  kneeling, 
*•  or  refponfes?  That  the  name  and  cry  of  the.  church,  the 
i;cburch,  .will  as  little  avail  to  your  falvation,  as  the  cry  of  die 

•  fuperftitious  and  profane  Jews,  Jhe  temple  .of  the.Lord> 
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«  the  -temi^  of  the  Lord  are  thcfe  ?  That  true  religion  is  an  ♦ 
-*  inward,,  feriousyfpiritual  thing,  confiAing  in  an  eyidenciiig'* 
^  itfelC.by  the  mortification  of  your  fins,  and  real  devotednefs; 
*  of  your  hearts'to  the  Lord  ?' 

If  fuch  a  man  as  this  will  pleafe,  and  delight  your  very* 
hearts;  tbea^  my  reafon  is  bound  to  conclude,  there  may^be     ' 
reality  in  what  you  pretend*     But  if  youihall  hate  and  loath 
fuch  a  man  as  this  equally  with  a  profefled  difTenter  \  you  muft 
excufe  me,  and  all  the  rational  world  with  me,  if  we  fiiali  con-  * 
elude,  that  it  is  not  true  zeal  for  the  laws,  for  the  church,  or 
for  the  fincerity  and  peaceable  fives  of  its  profefTorcr;  but  an 
anwacd  rooted  enmity  at  religion  itfelf,  that  fets  you  on  workf^ 
under  the  feigned  pretences  of  oiher  things. 

Expe^atim  ^5.  F^thfyy  Your  reafon  will  exped,.  and  exaft 
it  from  you,  that  whenfoeyer  you  fliall  be  convinced,  that  ail ; 
thefe  ftirs  and  buftle»  that  have  been  in  the  world,  all  this  fin- . 
ing,  imprisoning,  and  impovef ifliing  your  Proteftant  brethren  ^ 
9nd  neighbours  for  their  coofcience  fake,  hath  done  the  cburthr 
no  goo^,  but  given  a  ^rea^  and  real  advantage  to  our  com- 
mon enemy,  to  ruin  us  together  %  that  we  may  diftinguiih 
ourfelveS'how  we.pleafe  in  our  folly,  but  they  will  never  di- 
ftinguiih  US  in  their  fury  \  £pr  we  are  all|»knowa  tp  them,  1>y  > 
one  common  name  of  Heretics. 

In  this  cafe,  your  ire^foh  exalte  it  from  yc)u,  ^4  fo  doth  the 
cominon  reason  of  mankind,  that  a  fenfe  of  oomnKHi  intereit^ 
and  common  danger,  now  qujet  thofe  feuds,  and  extinguifh 
thofe  fires,  Ivhich  our  own  lulls  firft  kindled,  and  the  devil 
^id  our  common  eneme«  have  incenfed,  €0  tb^  g^eat  damage 
and  hazard  of  the  whole  Proteilant  caufe. 

Such  afeafonable  and  becomings fenfe as  this,  were  in  ttfelf 
fufficient  to  cool  a  wife  man's  heats,  if  penal  laws,  were  left 
ftanding  in  their  full  force  and  vigour :  But  when  the  wifdom 
and  reafon  of  the  ftate  (hall  plainly  difcern  both  the  ufefulnefs 
andineeeffity  of  liberty,  and  thereupon  take  away  (as  they  have 
now  fldoft  prudently  and  feafonably  done)  thq  further  occafi- 
ons  of  mifchiefs  to  the  whole,  by  relaxing  the  yoke  that  bound 
fomc  (and  thofe  a  very  great  body  of  truly  loyal  and  ufeful  ful>- 
|e&$)  leaving  the  reft  in  the  quiet  pofieffion  of  theirown  liber-^ 
ties  and  propearties  \  what  (hall  we  call  that  fire,  which  ftiil 
continues  burning  and  increafing,  not  only  after,  but  by  all 
tbis^  but  an  unquenchable  hell-fire. 

If  chimera's,  and  ielf-creati^d  jealoufies,  are  indulged,  that 
if^mt  caf>i^  inM^refts  of  our^  'are  not  fo  well  fiscured  to  us  un%  j^^^ 
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<fer  iibmyi  as  thcf  werfc  ij^id«r  {^erfecUtMi  and  tmntty  ;  ^ 
^ilt  be  clie  rij^t  way  to  jMrpetuat^  diflfentifMis  md  pcrfi^cstioBs 
to  the  end  of  the  world. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  hope  I  tsex^  h^^i  H^idibat  hAo% 
tain  or  d|>ihionative,  ovr  fetfoh  hath  farirly  difarmed  ytm 
of  thefe  pieaft  and  exciifes,  by  whlck  yott  ha^  faith«rM  de- 
fended yotorfdves  fai  your  mclft  finfiil  praikioea  of  pro£fttie  oir^ 
fihgand  fwearing,  dninkenneft,  uncleannefr,  atldhitttr  «ftiiii» 

Sagaiiift  your  l^roteftam  brethrefiy  for  tfiingt  &«  4tMdi  irtx 
e  efleneis  <A  Chrtftianiiy. 

And  believle  il,  fir»,  it  is  titdy  pStSSdtX  tiid  gloriow^  ioiftf^ 
yourfeives  to  be  fubdued  and  coiiqitordd  by  thie  piMtt  ciMiri^^ 
ons  of  yourown  reafon  and  eonfcience.  It  is  tcki  tfaOtt&nd  timea 
ifiore  hofii)ujrable  and  gtorionls  to  My  down  yo&r  U'lM  at  die 
f^  of  thefe,  than  to  lay  down  b6th  reafon  alid  totf^fefen^ee  at 
the  feet  of  Satan  and  your  lufts,  and  cofttiinke  fighting  ^MB* 
riatdy  againft  Gdd,  your  oWn  fook,  bodies^  eftatea^  reputa* 
don6 ;  yea,  your  ^ry  reaibns  and  confciences,  your  inm^icefil 
brethren,  and  the  peace  of  thurch  and  flate,  uitdisr  S^d^or'a 
llaiiner. 

In  all  this  difcoiiffe,  I  have  not  defigned  td  exafperStte^  bat 
afluage  and  i^rain  yoinr  lufts  and  paffions,  by  layidg  thua  \m* 
ing  and  gentle  hands  of  yourown  reafons  and  eotafcieiiteiea  ^p- 
to  thein.  I  haTb  not  given  the  ieaft  injuriouss  toudi  to  ydur 
honoury  but  all  along  pleaded  for  the  recovery,  or  fetnrity  ttf 
jt.  I  have  acpofed  no  man  by  any  partie^l&r  mai4:,  Or  imfig- 
iiation. 

But  now  I  have  done  with  you  \  if  yout  own  confet^ncea 
ihall  begin  to  make  a  rounded  and  more  particular  appKtation 
^f  thefe  general  r^afonings  and  arguments,  and  &y  to  you,  as 
Kathan  to  David,  thou  art  the  man  $  lam  not  aecouatabie  to 
God  fdr  that.  But  be  confident  of  it,  you  are  accMntable  to 
God  for  all  thofe  plain  conviAions,  and  faithful  etideavoin-s 
fifed  iVith  you,  and  tried  upon  you,  to  fate  you  from  all  tbolb 
miferies  your  head-ftrong  lufts,  with  furious  pttc^titacioit, 
Are  mahifdUy  runiiing  you  into. 

If  you  can  fubftantially  and  folidly  rfeW  *fefe  arguments  a- 
jl^inft,  and  vindicate  thofe  p]eas.for  fin,  whieh  reafOh  andcoh- 
Stience  have  urged  and  c^Mured  abov(;$  and  tm.  pt^ace 
Wronger  and  clearer  arguments,  to  defend  and  jtflKfy  tlit  edur* 
fes  here  cenfured  and  condemned ;  or  !f  you  can  obtaki  a  wtft 
of  error,  to  remove  thefe  4saufts  to  andtker  la^id  (MH:  j{^  jadi- 
caiuro,  where  you  A«ll  obtain  a  more  favourable  vordi&,  yooif 
''mplaint  of  fevere  dealing  widi  ^ou  here>  will  aot/want  f(uao 


gttMtiA  or  oaloOff  i  but  if  j^  caaaotf  (te  you  kivm  y6u  Ma« 
ztfMr)  then  never  blame  your  evm  reafosft  nor  minef  ht  dc^Un^ 
xtgdroofly  or  injiniouAy  with  y6a«    * 

^    I  «uli  trillkfg  to  hope*  «od  peifinidc  tmffdlf  that  I  fliall  ait 

Ictft  obtain  a  refarmatiDn  of  life  firom  atiasiy  o/  you.    I  k^ve 

Ot^t  hard  fdr  it  with  jon  here :  I  wiU  ftrive  harder  yfkk  Qod 

ill  grayer,  to  obtain  it  tor  you»    9ttt  yet»  gentlemen»  I  miift  ifcU 

ydil  in  die  <alofe^  diae  though  an  ei^emal  reformation  of  thefe 

wil  eodiftt  may  make  your  live«  more  facaltbyi  hayf  y»  aiid 

JhifMt  in  this  wodd,  and  will  greatly  Conduce  to  thepuUk  as 

ii*«ll  a«  yMf  peifonal  and  private  inteteft  ;  yet  if  you  expeffc 

cOiiipliHie  ahd  perfe£l  hapjpinda  in  the  world  toeome^  you  mfU& 

adtttfte  one  nep  further  beyond  r^ormation,   unto  found 

cotf^rfion.    Thefirft  makes  you  comparatively  happy  herei 

but  the  feeond  will  make  yon  peife^y  happy  and  ol^ed  for 

ever  hereafter.    The  firft  frees  you  from  many  temporal  mi* 

ftries tq)On eitth  i  buttbe£sc(>nd,frDmctemal  miferieain  hilL 

And  this  farings  you  to  the  other  blefied  ftq^  hj  convei  fion  i 

whldi  IS  the  fecond  part. 


THE 
SECOND      PART: 

EVlMCING'^rH^ 

'PossiBiLiTT,  Necessitt,  aod  Excellence 

O    F 

CONVERSION    TO    OOD; 

The  only  Thing  that  makes  Men  truly  happyj  andpcrfefSy 
bleffed,  in  the  World  to  come. 

§  1.  ConviRion  fuppofed^  and  grace  admired. 

BEASON  and  confcience  hkvingbeen  (haming  men  eiitof 
^  dieir  pfofanenefs,  in  the  former  part  of  tMs  difooucTe^ 
graee  invites  them  to  the  life  of  hUneJs^  and  thereby  so 
the  hfe  of  Ueflbdnefs,  in  this  feicond  pait. 

There  vou  foe  what  it  is  to  lif?e  Ithe  heaiUi  here  yon  oiay 
Amhtt  kimolM  iiiKCfa8ftiao& 
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My  charity  commands  me  to  fuppofe,  that  fome  readers* 
ftand^  by  this  timci  convi£ied  in '  their  own  confciences,  boch 
of  the  extreme  wickednefs,  and  the  immediate  danger  of  thac. 
profiine  courfe  they  have  hitherto  pitrfued,  and  perfifted  ia  % 
and  tint  by  this  time  they  begin  to  interrogate  them  in<  the  a- 
poftle's  clofeand  cutting  language,  Rom.  vi.  2 1.  <^  What  fruit 
<<  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things,  whereof  ye  are  now  afhamed  ? 
^  For  the  end  of  thefe  things  is  death."     It  is  hard  to  imaginey 
that  fo  pAany  clofe  debated  and  reafonings,  as  you  have  heard 
in  die  ibrmer  part,  (houkl  not  leave  many  of  you  under  (x>nvi- 
£Uon  and  trouble  crf^  fpirit.     You  fee,  your  own  reifons    and 
confciences  have  condemned  you :  ^<  And  if  our  heart  con- 
^  demn  us,  (iaith  the  apoftle)  God  is  greater  than  our  heart, 
^  and  knoweth  all  things ;"  i  John  iii.  20.  It  \%  folly  to  i- 
magine,  you  fhall  be  acquitted  at  God's  immediate  bar,  virho 
afe  already  caft  and  condemned  at  your  own  privy  feffions. 

If  this  be  the  happy  eifed,  as  I  hope  it  is,  of  all  the  former 
doiie  and  folemn  debates  with  your  confciences,  it  will  natural* 
ly  and  immediately  caft  thy  foul,  reader,  into  great  admiratioa 
cf,  and  aftoniihment  at,  the  patience  and  long-fuffering  of 
God,  that  hath  borne  with  thee,  under  a  life  of  prodigious  and 
reiterated  provocations  until  this  ddy.  And  his  goodnefs  will 
be  as  admirable  to  thee,  as  his  patience  ;.  in  that  he  hath  not 
only  fufiered  diee  to  live  till  this  day,  butmade  it  the  day  of  thy 
Coovi£lion,  the  firft  neeeffary  ftep  towards  thy  converfion  ;  and 
the  very  firft  things  he  entertains  thy  convinced  and  troubled 
ibul  with,  to  be  the  poilibility  and  probability  of  thy  converfion 
to  GoA  ■  I 

The  greatnefs  of  his  patience  ihews  his  almighty  power,^ 
Rom.  ix.  22.  Nahum  i.  3.  but  his  willingnefs  to  pa(s  by  all  the 
wrongs  yOu  have  done  him,  and  to  be  at  peace  with  you,  dif- 
covers  die  immeafe  riches  of  his>grace.  Tit;  iii.  3,  4. 

That  Gk)d  ihould  be  fo  quick  in  the  executions  of  his  wrath 
upon  your  companions  in  fin,  and  fo  patient  and  long-fufFer- 
ing  towards  you,  that  have  out- finned  them  all;  is  fuch  a 
comparative  confideration  of  his  bounty,  as  flibuld  even  over- 
whelm  the  man  that  beholds  it.  Rom.  xi^  22.  ^<  Behold  the 
••  goodnefs  and  feverity  of  God  \  on  them  that  fell,  feverity  j 
••  but  towards  thee,  goodnefs.'' 

If  thou  be  that  very  man,  who  in  the  paft  courfe  of  thy  life 
haft  been  a  profane  f wearer,  a  beaftly  drunkard,  a  hifcivious 
peribn,  an  hater  and  perfecutor  of  good  men ;  and  after  alt 
this,  the  Lord  hgth  brought  an  offer  dF  mercy  to  thy  foul,  and 
fluU  cra^ince  thee  it  is  not  come  topiate^.httt  d»i.the  doc^  of: 
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rbope  ftandsyet  open  to  thee ;  my  advice. to  thee  is,  that  thou 
.caft  thyfelfdownat  the  feet  of  mercy,  and  after  this  msomer' 
.pour  forth  thy  laments  and  defires  before  the  Lord. 

*  And  is  there  yet  a  polTibility  of  mercy,  O  Lord  God,  for 
,  *  fucb  a(  vUe  wretch  as  I  have  been !  can*  the  arms  of  free  grace 
^  yet'Opei\  themfelves  to  embrace  fuch  a  monfter  of  wickednefs 
/  <  as  I  am  ?  Who  then  is  a  God  like  unto  thee  ?  And  what  pati- 
na ence,  mercy,  and  goodnefs,  is  like  thine  ?  I  have  fsarexceeA- 
'}  ed  others  in  fin  $  I  have  lived  the  life  of  a  beaft,  yea,  oia  de- 
i^  mU  .  I  have  dared  thj  dreadful,  and  glorious  name,  with 
<  theufands  of  horrid  bhifpfaemied  r  tfainpled  ail  thy  glcxious 

*  attributes  under  my  feet,  challenged  thee,  to  thy  very  face, 

*  to  do  thy  worft,  even  to  damn  me  to  the  pit  of  1^11 :  I  have 
.*  yielded  up  this  foul,  with  all  its  noble  faculties  iind  powers, 
r*  as  inftruments  of  fin  unto  the  devi}  y  and  ma<^  this  body, 
'  which  ihould  have  been  the  hallowed  temple^f  thy  Spirit, 

*  to  be  ;the  noifome  fink  (or  common-fewer)  for  sdi  unclean 

*  and  abominable  lufts,  to  run  and  fettle  in.    I  have  hated, 
^  ^  reviled,  and  perfecuted  thofe  thatliTed  more  ftriiSrly,  foberly, 

*  and  godly,  than  myfelfi  becaufe  their  convincing  examples 
.    .^  difquieted,  checked,  and  convi^ed  my  confcience,  in  the 

*  eager  purfuit  of  my  lufts  and  pleafures. 

*  ^  ^  I  have  lived  in  the  profane  negleA  of  prayer,  meditation, 

<  felf-refle£lion,  and  all  other  fpiritual  Chriftian  duties^;  think- 
*•  mg  Ip  make  an  atonement  for  all,  by  a  few  hypocriti^l,  ex- 
^  ternal  formalities.  v 

^  To  accomodate  my  carnal  intercft  in  the  world,  I  have 
^  come  reeking  hot  out  of  an  ale^houfe,  or  whore-houfe,  to 
^  the  table  of  the  Lord ;  where,  with. unhallowed  hands,  and 

*  a  more  unhallowed  heart,  I  have  crucified  again  the  Lord 

*  of  glory,  and  given  the  vileft  affront  and  defpite  tp  that  moil 
*>  iacred  and  precious  bloody  which  now  muft  fave  me,  or  I 

*  am  loft  for  ever.     Thus  have  I  done  ;  and  "  becaufe  thou 

*  <(  keepeft  filent,  I  thought  thee  to  be  altogether  fuch  an  one 

*  <^  as  myfelfi.  but  this  day  haft  thou  reproved  me,  and  fetmine 
*<<  abominations  in  prder  before  me."  / 

*  *  I  have  tempted  and  feduced  many  others  into  the  fiimc 

<  impieties  with  me,  of  whom,  fome  are  already  gone  down 

<  to  the  dead,  and  odiers  fo  fixed,  and  fully  engaged  in  the  pur- 
<<  fait  of  their  lufts,  that  there  appear  no  figns  of  repentance, 

*  or  recovery  in  them. 

. '  <  Thy  wrath,  Lord,-  foon  brake  forth  againft  the  angels  that 
>  finned  in  heaven ;  yet  hitherto  haft  thou  forborn  and  fpared 

<  «nie,  who  h,a?i^  hi^j^  hig^ily  pr^vok^ng  thee, ever  fiiice  I  was 
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^  bonif  hj  a  life  of  unparalleled  wkkedads  jupofi  cxttSk.  Vlk 
wrcicb  that  I  am !  I  have  defpUol  the  rUbes  ^  tby  goodkuffi^ 
forbeara9C€t  and  kng-fufferingj  Mdhifnoing  t^at  tbe  goo^- 
nefs  (f  God  kadetk  mr  to  repentance.  And  aAfir  all,  li^ 
I  am  told,  that  thcrf  U  yet  a  poifibUity  pf  pardan,  mcx^  sxrI 
falvaiion  for  me.  The  news  U  ib  great  and  fb  good,  Aat 
that  I  am  zealoufly  concerned  to  f  scamine  the  grounds  and 
evidenfies  of  k.  And  if  it  (hall  aj^r  to  bp  as  true,  as  it 
is  aftoniOiingly  ftrange,  and  ravi^ngly  fweet }  I  hope,  it 
fli^l  efi<£hially  lead  me  to  repentance,  and  diflblve  for  ovet 
die  ftrgngeft ties  betwti;t  me  and  my  lufts/ 

§  II.  Qmverjion  ^  the  vilift  fimtr  pejfihk. 

THAT  it  16  poffible  for  the  greeted  jMud  moa  infaioeiis 
finner  to  be  recovered  by  repentance  2;sA  .convfirfioii, 
and  tbere!up9a  to  find  mercy  and  forgiven^  with  God  ;  is  (i 
truth  as  Cure  and  firm  a$  it  is  fweet  and  comfoitable.  Three 
things  wiU  give  iuU  evidence  of  it. 

1 .  That  their  fins  dp  not  exceed  the  flpwer  and  fudficiency 
of  the  caufes  of  remijiion* 

2^  Thai;  Atch  Gpners  gr^  withi/i  the  qall9  fimd  invitationa  of 
the  gofpd. 

j.  That  fucfa  fioners  sire  fovnd  among  the  inftanoes  and  ex« 
amplrs  of  pardoning  mercy,  recorded  in  the  icripttJMr^. 

And  if  the  caufes  of  pardpn  be  fyyScient,  and  abje  to  pro« 
duce  it  \  if  the  gofpel-invitations  do  take  them  in,  and  fuch 
tfinnecs  ^  thefc;,  ev«y  way  as  vile  and  wicked,  have  not  been 
£but  ontt  -but  received  to  meroy  \  then  it  \%  beyond  ^Q  doubt 
that  the»e  is  (at  kaft)  ^  poi&bility  of  mercy  for  fuch  finners  as 
you  are. 

L  it  is  paft  rational  doubt,  that  the  caufes  of  remlfEpn 
are  every  way  fufficient,  and  able  to  produce  the  forgivenefs  of 
fuch  fins  9»  yours  are.  For  confider  widi  youHelFeSi 
C   i.Theimpulfivecaufe* 

Thefowerof  <  a*  The  meritoriQus  caufe. 
^  3*  The  applying  caufe. 

1.  The  Cufficiency.and  ability  ^  theimpuUive  caule  of  par- 
don, which  is  none  other  but  the  free  gr^ce  of  God,  the  im- 
menfe  riches  i^iod  treafures  whereof,  do  infinitely  exceed  the 
^ccompts  and  computations  both  of  augels  and  men.  Eiiod^ 
xxxiv.  6, 7.  "  And  the  Lord  paffed  by  before  bim^  s^nd  pip- 
*<  dsttmdd.  The  l^ord^  the  liord  God,  merciful  and  graci- 
<«  ou^,  ku)g-fuffiaring,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  andtr^th: 
*<  jkeeping  m^rcyJbr  thoutaodsi^  for^ivinginiquity,  vax^dtjrauf^ 
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**  gfefliofi,  and  fin.''  Mie,vii.  i8,  19.  "  Who  is  a  Qoji  BU 
*«  unto  tkec,  that  pardorietli  iniquity,  and  paffeth  by  the  tranf  > 
«<  grefljons  of  the  lertinantof  his  hetitagc  ?  He  r^taineth  no^ 
»*  his  anger  forever,  becaufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy.,  Hd 
**  will  turri  again,  he  will  have  compaffion  upon  us  \  he  yt\l\ 
*<  fubdue  OUT  iniquities,  and  thou  wilt  caft  all  our  fin5  into  thct 
♦<  depths  of  tlie  fea«**  Once  more,  Rom.  v-  ao.  •*  Where  fin 
*<  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound."  $othatwhate« 
tcr  thy  fins  hav^  been,  they  do  not,  they  cannot  exceed  thcf 
^ility  and  pow^i!  Of  the  grace  of  God,  th^  all«fufficiett,  \mi 
pulfivt  caufe  of  r^miflioni .  That  infinite  abyi]»,  or  iea  of  mer^ 
cy,  can  (Wallow  up,  and  ^/ont^  fuch  mowtaing  of  guilty  ^ 
thine  have  been.  . 

a.  Nor  do  thy  fins  exceed  the  ability  and  powef  of  the  ine« 
ritorious  caufe  of  remiffion,  namely,  the  blo^dcf  the  Ltrd  Je^ 
Ax  Chr{ft  i  for  that  blood  is  the  blood  of  God,  Afls  xx,  %%\ 
xle  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  whofe  blood  is  f^fflcicnt  to  take  af 
tny  the  fins  of  the  world,  John  i.  29.  There  is  but  one  (in  it\ 
the  world  exempt  from  femifiion  by  this  bloody  ^fld  if  clv^ 
})eart  be  now  wounded  with  the  fenfe  of  fin,  (as  I  (i<?fe  ftipf 
|>ofe  it  to  be)  that  is  none  of  thy  fin,  how  heinous  (ibe^rer  tb)^ 
othcifinsbe. 

3.  Nor  do  thy  fins  exceed  the  ability  and  power  of  the  ap^ 
jplying  caufe  of  pardon,  namely,  the  Spirit  pf  God«  For  thodgb 
1  (houid  fuppole.  thy  mind  to  be  clouded,  and  pver&adowed 
with  grofleft  ignorance,  thy  heart  to  be  as  hard  as  an  adamenC^ 
or  ncthcr*miliSone,  thy  will  ftiff  and  obftinate,  thy  afieftlon^ 
enchanted  and  bewitched  with  the  pleafures  of  fin }  vet  this 
Spirit  of  God,  in  a  moment,  ^an  make  a  convincing  beam  of 
light  to  dart  into  thy  dark  mind,  make  thy  hai:d  heart  retet\|^ 
thy  ftubborn  will  to  bow,  and  all  th^  afFeOions  of  thy  (bul  to 
comply,  and  open  obediently  to  Chrifl:.  Jo]^n  xvi.  (^  10^ 
<<  The  Spirit  when  he  cometh,  he  (hall  coi^vince  the  world  (4 
«  fin,*'  ebf. 

Thus  you  fee,  whatever  your  guilt  be,  it  does  not  exceed 
the  abilities  of  the  cau&s  of  reoiil&on.  O  what  an  entourage-* 
jttient  is  this  ? 

II,  And  there  is  yet  further  eneouragemenc  iti  this,  tb^t  ^ 
you  will  open  your  bibles,  you  may  find  yourfelves  within  the 
ealls  and  invitations  of  the  gofpel.  And  no  man  can  fay,  that 
man  is  without  faOpe,  that  is  within  a  gofpeMnvitatton#  Con- 
iider  Ifa.lv.  7,  8.  "  Let  the  widked  forfake  his  way,  atJd  tbu 
<^  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  and  let  him  return  ulntoth^ 
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^  Lordy  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  hiiHy  and  to  our  Gbcfy 
**  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon ;  for  my  thoughts  arc  not! 
**  your -thoughts,"  eSrr.  Here  you  have  the  nature  of  convcr- 
^on  defcribed'  negatively  antl  pofitively,  by  forfaking  your 
ways  and  thoughts,  and  turning  to  the  Lord.  The  way  note^ 
the  external  courfe  of  the  converfation  ;  the  thoughts  denote 
the  internal  frame  and  temper  of  the  mind :  both  thefe:  mufi  be 
forfakcn.  And  turning  to  the  Lord,  denoteS^tbe  fincere  dedi- 
eating  of  the  whole  man  to  God  ^  all  which  h  poflible,  and 
eafy  for  the  Spirit  of  God  to  do ;  and  this  being  once  done, 
abundant  pardon  is  afliired.  If  you  lay,  you  cannot  think  it  f 
God  tells  you,  in  the  very  next  words,  that  his  thoughts  are 
not  your  thoughts ;  but  as  far  above  them,  as  the  heavens  are 
liigher  than  the  earth.  Read  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Ifa.  i.  1 8. 
Rev.  iii.  20.  Johnvii.  27.    . 

III.  And  to  make  the  poffibiJity  of  remiffion  yet  clearer,, 
know,  for  your  encouragement,  that  as  vile,  infamous,  and  pro- 
digious finners  as  yourfehes,  are  recorded^  and  found  amongft 
khe  inftances  and  examples  of  forgivea  finners  in  fcripture. 
Paul  was  once  a  fierce  and  cruel  perfecutor  and  blafphemer, 
yet  he  obtained  mercy,  i  Tim.  i.  13, 14..  That  finful  woman^ 
recorded^  Luke  vii.'  37,  38,  was  an  infamous,  and  a  notori* 
ous  fintieri  yet  her  fins  which  were  many,  were  forgiven  her, 
yer.  47.  Manaflch  was  a  monfter  of  wickednefs,  as  you  may 
read,  2  Chroru  xxxiii.  yet  found  mercy.  And  if  you  view 
th^t  catalogue  of  finncrs,  given  in  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  you  will 
feem  to  find  among  them  the  very  forlorn  hope  of  defperate 
iinners,  advanced  neareft  to  heH  of  any  men  upon  earth  ;  yet 
fee,  ver.  1 1..  what  is  feid  of  feme  of  them  :  "  And  fuch  were 
^  feme  of  you;  but  ye  are  walhcd,  but  ye  are  juftified." 

All  thefe  things  plainly*  ihew  (I  fay  not  the  cenainty  that 
you  fliall  be,  but)  the  poiEbility  that  you  may  be  pardoned^ 
which  is  a  mercy  and  encouragement  unfpeakable. 

§  IIL  The  converfi&n  of  profane  ones  highly  probahle, 

AN  D  becaufe  Satan  labours  to  difcourage  them  that  are 
gone  in  fin  fo  far  as  you  are,  by  cutting  off  all  hopes  of 
mefcy  from  them,  and  bringing  them  to  this  defperate  conclu- 
fion  5  damned  we  know  we  ftiall,  and  muft  be  \  and  therefore 
as  good  be  damned  few  more,  as  lefs.  If  we  had  lived  fobcr^ 
and  civil  lives,  we  might  have  had  fome  hope  j  but  becaufe 
•we  have  no  hope,  it  is  as  good  for  us  to  take  our  full  fwing  in 
6b,.  as  to  think  of  returning  by  repentance  and  converiion,  fe 
Jate  in  the  day  as  this  is. 
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,  To.  oWiate  this  deadly  fnare  of  Sataxi,  I  (hall  here  further 
add,  That  there  is  not  only  a  poffibility  of  your  recovery,  but, 
in  fome  refpeft,  a  ftronger  poffibility,  that  fuch  as  you  may 
*be  converted  and  faved,  than  there  is  for  thofe  who  have  led  a 
fntoother,  and  more  civil  life  in  the  world,  and  wholly  truft 
to  their  own  civility  for  their  falvation,  inftead  o£  the  imput* 
ed  righteoufncfs  of  Chrift. 

This  plainly  appears^  by  that  convi£iive  expreffion  of  Chrift 
to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  Matth.  xxi,  31.  "  Verily,*  ^fay 
***  unto  you,  that  the  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  Icing* 
^*  dom  of  heaven  before  yoti.**  Publicans,  the  moft  infamous 
among  men ;  and  harlots,  the  worft  of  women  ;  yet  thefe  are 
fooner  wrought  over  to  Cbrtft  by  faith  and  repentance,  than 
.€he  more  civil,  and  felf-righteous  Scribes  and  Pharifees. 

And  indeed^  it  is  far  eafier  to  dome  at  the  confciences  of 
iuch  finners  by  conyi£t!on,  than  at  the  others ;  they  having 
nothing  to  ward  off  the  ihoke  of  convi^ion,  it  muft  fall  di- 
rectly, and  immediately  upon  their  confciences.  The  moft 
fmooth>  aiid  civil  part  of  the  world,  truft  to  their  own  rigbte- 
oufnefs;  and  this  felf*confidence,  like  armour  of  proof,  refills  all 
aittempts  to  bring  them  to  Chrift  for  righteQufnt^fs.  Nothing 
fixes  men  in  a  fiate  of  evil,  more  than  a  iirpng  conceit  that 
jtheir  condition  is  good. 

But  fuch  as  you  are^  whofe  whole  livesTiavebccn  polluted  with 
pro'fanenefs,  and  all  impietyi  your  confciences  will  more'  eafily 
recei veron virions  of  your  trefent  danger,  and  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  a  fpeedy,  aaad  thorougn  change.  You  cannot  thinks  as 
x>thers  do,  that  you  need  no  repentanoe,  or  reformation.  la 
this  refpefi,  therefore,  you  lie  nearer  the  door  of  hope  and 
jnercy,  than  other  f^nersde. 

\i  therefore  it  ihall  pleafethe  Lord,  (whofe  grace  is  rich  and 

free  to  the  vileft  of  finncrs,)  to  pluck  out  fuch  as  you,  as  brands 

out  of  the  burning,  by  thorpugh  converfion  to  Chrift ;  you 

will  not  only  become  realChriftiansj  (as  s^l  true  converts  are) 

but  the  moft  excellent,  u&ful,  and  zealous  amoiigft  all  Chri- 

ftians.  As  you  will  be  moft  eminent  inftances  of  his  grace,  fo  you 

will  be  the  moft  eminentinftrumehtsfor  his  glory.  As  you  have 

gone  beyond  other  finners  in  wickednefs,  fo  you  will  ftrive  to 

.exceed  them  all  in  your  love  to  Chrift.  Luke  vii.  47.  «  She 

"  loved  much,  for  much  was  forgiven  her."    You  will  never 

think  you  can  do  en  *ugh  for  him,  who  bath  done  fuch  great 

things  for  you.  | 

Who  more  fierce,  and  vile,  before  converfion,  than  Paul,  f 

Ff f 2  .      .  ^  " 
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"who  was  a  blarphemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious  ?  i  Tlnu 

!i.  13.  and  who,  among  all  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  loved  or  la- 
boured for  him  more  than  be  ^  How  did  he  rather  fiy»  than 
trayel  up 'and  down  the  world,  in  a  flame  of  ^e;il  for  Chrift  \ 

'As  pu  haye  been  ringleaders  in  fin,  (b  you  will  no(  endiire  to 
jcome  behind  any.  in  zeal  and  love  to  the  Lord  Tefps :  Yet  not 
thinking  this  way  to  make  him  ^  requital  for  the  injuries  you 
have  done  him  \  (that  woi^ld  be  the  moft  injurious  a£k  of  all  li 
che  reft)  but  to  teftify  this  wa^  the  deep  fen^  you  have  of  tbi^  ■ 
riches  and  trWcendency  pf  his  gopdnefs  and  l¥lcrc]r  to  jous 
aboye  aU  others. 

$  IV.  Cwverfim  fte^ptenily  and  fa$My  mifiakpt* 

.  T>  IJ[  T  here  J  muft  warn  you  of  fome  eptnmon,  bpt  moft 
Jyj  dangerous  miftakes/  committed  in  the  world,  with  re? 

•Ipett  to  jconverfion  linto  God :  E^ept  thefe  be  feafoftably 
prevented,  or  rumored,  noiie  of  you  will  ever  ftir,  or  move 
further  than  you  ^re  towards  Chrift.    Amongft  others,   be^ 
wai^e  ei^cially  of  thefe  three  following  fatal  n^iftakes  \  tl^C  erf*, 
I.  B^ptifmal  regeneration. 
^%.  Coinmoh  profeffion  of  Chriftianity. 
3;  Potmality  in  religious  duttei^. 

1.  There  is  a  potion  fpread  among  men,  and  almoft  every 
where  obtamirig,  that  the  fcriptures  mean  nothing  eMe  by  Con<» 
verfion,  but  to  be  baptized  in  <fur  infancy  info  the  vifibk  church  ,• 
and  that  tjiis  ordinance  having  pafted  upon  them  long  ago* 
^hey  are  fuffipiently  converted  already  \  and  that  men  uiak^ 
but  a  neediefs  itir  and  \ivS^\^  in  the  worlct»  atxiut  any  other,  or 
further  iconverfiop, 

But,  firs,  I  befeech  you,  conGder  how  dangerous  a  thing  it 
is,  to  take  your  own  ftiadpiv  for  a  bridge  ^  %iui  venturing  up- 
0a  it,  drown  yourfelves.  If  baptifm  be  converfiou  enough^ 
why  doth  Chrift  fay,  Mark  jcvi.  16.  *^  He  that  believeth,  an4 
f  ^  is  ba([tized,  ihaU  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  ihall  be 
f<  damned  V*  Baptifm,  without  faifh,  iBgnifies  nothing  to  fal- 
vation  ;  but  fjtitb,  without  baptifm,  (where  it  cannot  be  had^ 
iecures  falvation.  And  why  4oth  the  apoftje  fay,  Qal.  vi.  25. 
M  Neither  circumcifion,  nor  |ipcircumcifion  avaiJetb  any  thing, 
«  but  a  new  creature,?"^  Or  what  needed  Chrift  to  have  prefied 
and  inculcated  the  indifpenfible  lieceffi^  of  regeneration  upon 
Nicodemus,  as  he  doth,  John  iii.  3^  5,  7.  who  had  been 
many,  years  a  circumcifed  Jew  ?  X^^i^  yoqr  dafigerous  depen- 
|l&nce  upon  ybur  baptifmal  regeneration,  is  what  hath  given 
fe^b  ^e^poffet^ce,  and  prejudice  to  manv  (though  iyit)i9\it  jui| 
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x«ufe)  againft  that  ordinance.  I  lamenrit  as  much  as  they,  that 
men  ihould  turn  it  into  Inch  a  deadly  fnare  to  their  own  fouls^ 
yet  will  ftill  honour  Chrift's  aht^ed  ordinance. 
.  z.  Some  thinkf  the  common  profeffion  of  Chriftianitf  ^ 
jaiakes  ncven  Chriftians  enough ;  they  are  no  Heathens,  Maho- 
inetans,  or  Idolatrous  Papifts  j  but  Ptoteftants,  within  the  pale 
,of  the  true  church  $  that  is,  profeiled  reformed  Chriftians. 

But,  friends,  I  beg  you  to  confider  that  conviflive  text^ 

t  Cor.  iv.  20.  •*  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in 

*•  power/'    Many  there  be,  that  in  words  confefs  Chrift,  but 

in  works  they  deny  him.     And  why  were  the  foolifh  virgins 

(that,  is  profefled  reformed  Chriftian^  Ihut  out  of  the  kingdom' 

of  God  J  if  the  lamp  of  vert5al  profeffion,  without  the  oil  of  in- 

(       jternal  godUneft,  were  enough  for  our  falvation  ?  Mat.  ixt. 

y       3«  12*    Believe  it,  firs,  many  will  claim  acquaintance  widi 

I        Chrijft  upon  this  account,  and  eipe<f):  favour  from  him  in  the 

f        great  day,  of  whom  he  will  profefs  he  never  knew  tbein.  Mat. 

f        vii.  %t.  Chrift  nee;d  not  have  put  men  upon  ftriving,  as  in  an 

I        agony,  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate ;  If  baptifm  in  our  infan- 

£y,  or  verb^  profeffion  of  Chriilianity,  were  all  the  difficulties 

nien  /had  to  encounter  in  the  way  to  heaven. 

3;  Formality  in  external  duties  of  religion,  is  another  fatal 

I         miftake  of  cpnverfion.    itave  not  thefe  been  the   inward 

{thoughts  of  your  hearts  ?  As  bad  as  we  are,  though  we  take 

liberty  to  fwear,  be  drunk,  and  unclean  fometimes ;  yet  we 

.  fay  our  prayers,  keep  our  church,  and  hope  for  heaven  and  fal- 

'         varion,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  more  precife*. 

But  tell  me,  gentlemen,  ferioufly,  what  do  you  fay,  or  plead 
for  yourfelves  more  in  all  this,  than  thofe  convifted  hypocrites 
,  .  did,  Ifa.  Iviii.  2.  "  Yet  they  feek  me  daily,  and  delight  to 
«•  know  my  ways,  as  a  nation  that  did  rjghteoufnefs,  and  for- 
•*  fook  hot  the  ordinances  of  their  God  :  They  afk  of  me  the 
-<<  ordihances  of  juflice,  they  take  delight  in  approaching  to 
*•  God.*'  Or  to  come  nearer  yet  to  your  cafe,  and  cut  ofF,  at 
one  ftroke,  for  ever  this  vain  plea  of  yours,  read  and  ponder 
God's  own  cenfure  of  it,  in  Jer.  vii.  8,  9.  10,  ii>  12.  *•  Be* 
«  hold,  ye  truft  in  lying  words^  that  cannot  profit.  Will  ye 
**  flcal,  murder,  commit  adultery,  and  fwear  falfely,  isc.  and 
^*  come  and  fland  before  me  in  this  houfe,  which  is  called  by 
**•  my  name,*  afnd  fay,  We  are  delivered  to  do  all  thefe  abomi- 
'*  nations  ?  Is  this  h«ufe,  which  is  called  by  my  name,  be- 
**  come  a  ^cn  of  robbers  in  your  eyes  ?  Behold,  even  I  have 
W  feen  it^  faith  the  Lord ;  but  go  ye  now  to  my  place,  whict 
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**  was  ill  Sbilob,  whexe  I  fet  my  name  at  the£rft,  ^od  fee  what 

**  1  did  to  it,  ibr  the  wickcdnefs  of  my  people  IfracL** 

%V.Ofthe  nature  ff  true  oeverfion. 

YOU  have  heard,  that  converGon  does  not  cQniift  in  Aefc 
external  things ;  at  your  eternal  peril  be  it,  if  you  truft 
in  them  :  But  true  converfion  is  the  turning  of  the  whole  man 
to  God,  A£ls  xxvi.  1 8.  it  is  nothing  leis,  than  the  total  change 
of  the  inward  temper,  and  frame  of  the  he^rt,  and  the  exter- 
nal courfe  of  the  life,  Ih.  ly.  8.  It  is  not  the  cool  confeflioiif 
l>ut  the  real  ibriaking  of  fiii«  in  which  we  ihdi  £nd  tnercy, 
Prov.  xxviii.  13.  Thy  heart  and  will,  love  and  delight,  mvA 
^turn  fin  out,  and  take  Chrift  in,  of  thou  art  no  gofpel-conveit. 
A  true  convert  ^oaths  every  tin,  and  himfelf  for  fin,  Ezek- 
xxxvi.  31,  but  general  confcfTions  of  fin  are  confiftent  witii  the 
full  dominion  of  fm.  Moreover,  in  all  triie  converCon  there 
is  a  pofitive  turning  unto  God,  a  whole  heart-choice  ef  bins, 
for  your  fupreme  and  ultimate  happinefs  and  portion,  Pfaf. 
Ixxiii.  25.  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  your  Prince  and 
'Saviour,  Afts  v.  3i,  And  anfwerably,  it  will  devote  your 
whole  life  to  his  fcrvice  and  glory,  Phil.  i.  21.  And  thus 
it  brings  forth  the  new  man,  and  the  whole  frame  of  your  heart 
and  life  is  marvclloufly  changed  and  altered,  2  Cor.  v.  17. 
^  Old  thitjgs  are  paffed  away,  behold,  all  things  are  become 
«  new." 

It  may  be,  you  >vill  think  fuch  a  change  as  this  impoiEble 
fo  be  made  upon  you.     And  io  it  is  indeed,  untilthe  day  of 
God*s    power    come,    Pfal.  ex.  3.  What!   to  forfake  with 
"loathing  youT  old  companions,  and  courfcs,  which  you  have 
'folong  lived  with  and  delighted^  in ;  and  to  embrace  with 
highcll'pleafurc,  ftri^  godlinefs,  which  you  have  fo  loathedt 
and  ridiculed!  This  would  be  a  Itrange  alteration  indeed: 
But  as  ftrange  as  it  feems  to  be,  it  will  be  efFefted  in  a  momentt 
when  God  fulfils  that  gracious  promife  (as  I  hope  he  is  now 
doing)  to  you,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give 
*•  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you."     Operations 
"followii.atufe:  When  the  heart  of  a  beaft  was  given  to  thy 
great  kii^g  Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  v.  21*  his   dwelling  wa^ 
with  the  Vild  aifes^  they  fed  him  with  grafs,  like  oxen.     But 
kt  the  fpirit  of  a  man  return  to  him  again,  and  he'll  blufli  to 
think  of  his  brutiih  company,  and  way  of  life ;  and  fo  wi{i 
you  of  yours  alfo.     As  marvellous  a  change  as  this,  has  pailTed 
upon  as  eminent  and  notorious  finners  as  yourfelves,  C^.  i 
a2«  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  fleih  can  with  eafeand  fpeed 
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produce  all  this  by  that  Almighty  Powerj  whereby  he  is  able  Xxf 
fubdue  all  things  to  himfelf. 

J  VI*  Of  the  I^TUirds  attending  cmverfi&n. 

TF  tlte  tord  fhall,  in  his  rich  grace  and  mercy  to  your  fouls, 
'I  ftir  up  in  diem  the  thoughts  and  refolutions  of  a  change 
oTyour  courfe ;,  great  care  ought  to  be  t*fkcn,  in  the  time  of 
this  change,  left  they  mifcarry  in  their  remoYc  from  one  ftate 
to  another  5  multitudes  mifc;irry  betwixt  a  ftate  of  profanenefs, 
and  true  godlinefs.  To  continue  in  tlie  ftare  of  profanenefs, 
is  to  be  certainly  loft ;  and  fo  it  is- to  take  up  ftiort  of  Chrift,  iu 
mere  civility  and  formality  in  religion.  This  middle  ftate 
takes  up  multitudes  by  the  way,  who  do  but  change  the  open 
road,  for  a  more  private  way  to  hell. 

Mere  civilized  nature  is  unrdgenerated  nature  ftill ;  *•  They 
<«  return,  but  not  to  the  raoft  High  ;  they  are  like  a  deceitf;  t 
<<  bow,"  faith  the  prophet,  Hofeavii.  16.  They  feem  to.ainit 
9it  Chrift)  and  falvation ;  but,  as  an  arrow  from  a  weak  bow» 
it  goes  not  home  ;  or,  as  from  a  deeeitful  bow,  it  Hants  afide, 
andmiflcsthe  maik.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  openly  profane,' 
as  they  were  before  j  but  they  take  up,  and  fettle  in  an  unregc- 
nerate  ftate  ftill:  Their  condition  is  the  fame>  though  their 
company  be  not. 

This  is  excellently  fet  forth  by  our  Saviour,  Matth.  xii.' 
43,  44, 45.  the  devil  may  be  caft  out  as  a  profane  devil,  and 
yet  keep  his  propriety  ftill  as  a  forma!  devil.  The"  fcnfe  of 
that  text  IS  well  exprefled  by  one,  in  this  note  upon  it :  That  a 
rcftraint'by  formality^  keeps  the  devil's  prof)riety,  and  difpofes 
the  foul  to  final  apoftacy.  You  are  as  far  from  Chrift  and  faN 
vation,,  under  the  power  of  formality,  as.  you  were  before^ 
He  that  is  cured  of  a  fever,  hadi  no  great  caufe  to  rejoice* 
if  his  fever  has  left  him  under  a  confumption,  which  will 
kill  him  as  iurely,  though  it  may  be  leis  violently,  or 
fpeedily. 

J  VII.  Of  the  abfoliite  necejfity  (fa  thorough  change. 

EHatever  the  difficulties  and  hazards  are,  that  attend  this 
change  by'  converfion  unto  God^  the  chaiige  itfelf  is 
ly  and  indifpeniibly  neceftary  to  every  man's  falvati- 
on. The  door  of  falvation  can  never  be  opened,  without  th^ 
key  of  regeneration.  Chrift  aftures  civil  and  formal  Nicode* 
mm,  <<  That  except  he  be  born*  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  king'j 
«(  dom  of  God)**  John  iii.  3.  Think  not  converfion  to  be  the 
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attainment  of  fome  lingular  and  eictraorditiary  Chriftians,'  6t 
it  is  the  very  point  upon  which  every  man's  eternal  happincfii 
or  mifery  depends.  There  is  one  law  for  all  the  world  \  they 
muft  be  changed,  or  damned  :  No  reftitutiona  or  reformations, 
no  common  gifts  or  abilitiesi  no  religious  duties  or  ferTices, 
can  fave  any  man  from  hell,  witlout  a  change  by  tboroo^ 
converSon.  Rom.  vUi.  8.  <^  They  that  arc  in  the  fleifa^  caut^ 
«  not  pleafe  God." 

£»atisfy  and  pleafe  not  yourfelvcs  with  this :  Though  we  five 
in  (in,  yet  God  i&  a  merciful  God.  We  will  confefe  our  fins 
to  him,  fay  our  prayers,  keep  our  church  }  and  no  doubt  but 
God  will  be  merciful  to  us,  as  well  as  others.  Confider  \t^ 
man,  that  this  merciful  God  is  alfo  a  God  of  truth  ;  arid  this 
.  God  of  truth  hath  plainly  afiured  thee,  that  all  thefe  external 
things  fignify  nothing  to  thy  falvation,  unleis  thou  become  a 
sew  creature,  Gal.  vi.  15.  and  th^t  thou  muft  be  bom  again, 
John  iii.  3.  Say  not,  without  this  you  will  hope  in  God:  l| 
you  hope  in  God,  you  muft  hope  in  his  word,  Pfalm  cxix.  8f« 
Now  where  will  you  find  that  word  in  the  Bible,  that  warrants 
the  hope  of  falvation  in  the  unregenefate  perfon  ?  All  fcrip- 
tural  hope  is  of  a  purifying  nature,  and  evermore  produdlive  0/ 
an  holy  life,  i  John  iii.  j; 

If  you  fay,  Chrift  died  for  the  greateft  of  iinners,  and  yoit 
truft  to  be^  fayed  through  bim  \  it  is  true,  he  did  fo,  but  con-^ 
verfion  ishiB  only  method  of  falvation,  Tit.  ii.  14.  and  thofc 
that  are  not  wafhed  by  fan&ificatioH,  have  no  part  in  him,  of 
in  his  Uood,  John  xiii.  8.  He  came  not  to  fave  men  continu- 
ing in  their  Cns,  but  to  fave  his  people  from  their  fins,  Matth. 
3.  21.  His  way  is  to  lead  you  through  fandification  unto  fal« 
vation,  2  Thcf.  ii.  13.  It  you  have  a  mind  tcf  fee  whom>  and 
how  he  favcs ;  youhave  it  before  youreyes.  Tit.  ii.  1 4.  **^  Who 
*«  gave  himfclf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  ini- 
«  quity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  2ealoii9 
"  of  good  works.*'  Thofc  only  arefaved  by  him,  that  "  dcny- 
*«  ing  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts,  live  not  only  foberly  and 
<•  ri^hteoufly,  kut  godly  in  this  prcfent  world.*** 

And  this  is  the  change  I  am  here  prcffing  you  to ;  and  until 
this  change  be  made,  you  cannot  find  youndves  within  the 
compafs  of  any  covenant-promife,  Eph.  ii.  12.  but  if  you 
will  turn  to  Heb.  xii.  14.  you  may,  the  very  next  minute, 
find  yourelves  barred  out  of  heaven  by  a  fcripture  thrcst* 
cning.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  imppfe  fo  great  a  cheat  upo* 
bis  ovirii  foul,  as  ohce  to  imagine^  that  any  thing  (Iiort  of 
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hatiom.  , 

$  Vln.  £very  man  might  ^  mn  fhafi  h  dhihi  towards  bk 
«  ^n  conif€rJtm. 

IT  is  not  in  any  man's  power  td  eonv^rC  hittktAii  but  yet 
bedaufi;  etetry  man  mi^ht  do  mofs  uxvrar^s  it  tNn  hci-.loth 
dO|  and  doth  it  not^  ^he  is  jtfeftly  chargeable  with  bis  own  dam-^ 
jlation.  We  are  bid,  94dl>ol4nd  td  ftrilre  to  ei^r  ili  ^t  nb^  Ifa^t 
gate,  Luke  xiii.  24^  It  i^  trijiei  a  Jd[|an»  iii  his  natural  ftat^  c^it  ; 
do  ilothixig  that  is.i^iritUaUyi  or  fupi^maliir^Uy  goods  jfetlijeS 
can  dO|  and  forbear  to  do  many  things^  the  doing  orforbcarii^ 
of  wliich,  have  a  true  (tbdiUgh  reifioter)  tendency  tp'^is  co«« 
veiiion ;  and  not  doin^  Or  fo^b^ing  p£  tbrai»  bis  deflrH^iqii 
is  of  and  from  lii^mfeif«  . 

Yo\icant  if  yp^  will,  forbej^r  to  fufeat,  andbia{pH^m.e  tb/$ 
name  of  Cod.  Wbo  caii>  or  does  Oompel}  ox  force  yo^i" 
tongues  to  it  ^  The  dcYiI  can  Cemp^i  b^t  not  0oiTi]^i  them  i 
you  can,  if  you  will  ftop,  wheuuat^^e  is  duly  ref^eibed.  Your 
Wicked  companions  6an  provoke,  but  not  force  yoiu.  You  eaii# 
ifyou  pleafe,ihun  lafcivious  books,  and  company,  and  li^deb 
your  bodies  cbaile,  at  leail  from  the  ea^tern^  ad;s  pjf  ,i|tvc^jean-» 
neft.  .'■ 

And  If  by  jcannot  ypu  (if  ]rdu  plieafe)  per  form^  ds  well  ^  w* 
f^t%  th^  external  ^^  of  religious  duties  ?  Jl^^  hnit  fepi  tlia^t 
carry  y^u  to  a  t?vem,  can  carry  yOu  .to  yoiir  iCloifet^  if  yon 
^le^fe  tp.hav^  tl^em  do  fo.  Nor  do  I  JknoW  any  reafon  why 
vpu  caniiot  p^poCe  yourlelves,  wben  eixgag^  in  God's  pub.-» 
)yic  or  private  wprfliip,  to  a  clofe-  and  ferious  svttiendance  |b 
thofe  duties.  The  application  of  the  ti^ind  to  wh^t  h  fpol^ea 
is  of  great  concernment  to  ypu.}  ax^id  iitan  ucifan^fii^  mini,-* 
Iter  can  apply,  his  thougl^ts^compofe  9  feitmoQf  and  preach 
it  \  1  iee  po  reafon  why  an  unfan^ified  bearer  tj^j  not  aUo 
icpmppfe,/^nd  apply  his  mind  to  hear  it.  4ndt>mpsUl^ 
doubt,  that  fbmethi^g  may  be  done  beypnd  all  tbi^  Yo^ 
have  fome  power  certainly  to  refteft  upon,  and  <Confider  yha|: 
foncernment  you  h^e  in  the  things  you  read  or.  he^^  an^ 
bow  they  ^ree,  or  difagi^c  with  your  exp^rieOiCe^ 

Now,  if  men  would  but  do  this,  (which  certainly  theybate 
a  power  to  dp)  tbptigh  they  jC^^not  Convert  themfelyes,  yec 
jbereby  they  .would  lie  in  the  hopeful  way  of  cpnvearting  ^^race^ 
which  id  mor^e  than  they  could  ever  yet  be  p^rfuade4  to  do^  ^^ 
And  though  there  be  no  pofitive  certaWor,  or  afiuipcj?.  t^     ' 
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cohTcrfionand  lalvsitioo  ihall  follow  thefe  aOs;  yet  hope  ztA 
probability  are  6ngagementB  enough.  Hope  fet^  all  the  world 
-on  work,  without  ailuraHce.  The  plougfaimnploughs  in  hop«, 
and  the  merchant  ventures  in  hope.  Do  but  aa  much  for 
your  fmx\ty  as  thefe  do  for  their  bodies. 

ij'IX*  Tfmftations  and  difcourmgtMnts  in  the  viay  rf canver- 

BVTYxcrt  I  expca  to  be  eneoonteml  bf  all  the  policy 
and  power  of  hell.  Satan,  and  your  own  Infts,  are  ifi 
confederacy,  t(f  turn  away  youV  minds^from  foch  coonlel  and 
perfuafiotis  aS'  thefe.  They  wrll  tell  yov,  this  is  no  proper  fea- 
fon  to  mind  your  converfion  ;  il  is  either  too  fooof,  or  too  late^ 
Tou  bare  not  yet  had  pkafure  enough  in  fin,  or  fo  much  as 
Kath  put  you  beyond  aU  hopes  of  mercv  r  That  religion  is  a 
melancholy  thing,  and  if  once  you  look  that  way,  you  will  ne- 
ver hstye  sn^erry  day,  of  hour  more';  with  a  tfaoufiuid  fucK 
damps  Sind  difcouragements. 

Bur  pray,  geiltlemen,  do  fe  mudi,  at  leaft  for  your  fouls^. 
Before  you  turn  away  your  ear  from  the  inlEbru^iions  of  IHe^ 
us  to  hear 'thefe  mattera  examined :  If  they  are  net  worth  that^ 
they  are  worth  nothing. 

I  will  fuppofe  you  in  the  iower  and  vigour  of  pur  youth, 
and  this  dangertous  feafim  now  nkked  widh  a  mcHre  dangerous 
tehiptation  %  that  it  iatoo  foon  to  mind  fiich  ferious  inatters 
now  :  You  have  not  yet  had  yotnr  fulF  {fcalhre  out  of  fin* 

Need  I  to  ^nd  a  word>  lb  refute  aitd  baffie  fueh  a  tempta^ 
tion  as  this  I  I  doubt  not,  but  you  yduriehrea  can  eafily  do  it. 
'  A&  yourfehes,  Sirs,  if  fentenee  *  of  deaA  were  pafied  upon 
you  by  mcn^  (as  it  is  by  God,  Johniri.  i8*'  <*  He  that  believeth 
**  not,  is  cohdemned  already,*)  would  you  think  a  pardon  coold 
come  too  foon  f  Be  affured,  every  l»t  of  br^d  you  eat,  is  the 
.  bread  of  the  condemned ;  you  are  in  danger  of  hell  every  day, 
and  hour :  There  wants  nothing  but  a  fword,  a  bullet,  a  fliip-  - 
wreck,'  or  difeafe,  (of  which  multitudes  wait  on  you  cve^y  day) 
to  put  you  beyond  merey,  and  all  hopes  of  mercy.  Andean 
you  get  tbo  K>on  (think  you)  out  of  thia  danger  and  mifery  } 
O  why  do  you  linger  any  longer  ?~  The  danger  is  too  great  and 
imminent,  to  admit  one  hour's  longer  delay* 

And  it  is  as  ftrange  and  ftrong  a  dehifion  <m  the  other  fide, 
to  fancy  it  is  now  too  late:  The  vanity  and  groundlefihefs  of 
^,lhis,  hath  been  evinced  in  the  feeond  fe£Uon»  to  which  I  refer 
•you  for  full  fatisfa^on. 

And  for  the  k>is  of  your  pleafures,  by  converfion  to  God> 
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tihatis  thethinneftapd  fillieft  pretence  of  aU  the  reft :  That  is 
che  (ame  thingi  as  toims^g^ie  it  ista  a  darfty  ipan's/loftf  to 
Leay^  the  pudcUe  waters  ^^hi>pl^ea4^fteri»t  to.  eiyoy  the  xryftayi 
ftreama  of  a  flowing  fountain  ^  for  the  fleafiires  of  an  ale- 
houiby  playhoufe,  or.  whorehoufe,  to  be  (weeterthaa  thought 
of  God's  countenance,  the  comforts  of  his  pardon,  or  the  liveli" 
hopes  of  glory  with  him  in  heaven ;  of  which  you  read^  i  Peti 
i.  8.  I 

Poor  men  10  thatyauxtid  but  inpcekjiow  what  the  life 
'Of  holinefsyand  dedicatioato  Godtsl  what  t)|e  feals,  earnei^ 
smd  iirft-£r«its  of  his  Spirit  arei  How  willingly  and  joyfully 
vrould  you  trani|ile  all  the  fordid  yleafiures  Qtua  under  your 
iieet,  to^i^  tl^i 

^  X.  Motives  and  confiieratkns ^erfUading  fo  ctntverjkn. 

THis  ftOrt  fl^oufie  ihall  wind  up  ItiTelf  19  motives  ;md 
confidenitions,  10  ^prevail  with  youj  not  only  to  make 
the  firft  ilep  out  of  profaitenefs  to  €iviUi|r|  but  the  other 
^^ceflary  aiidhs4>py  ftqp  1001  ibrthc  2jor4^s  iake,  gemleniens 
that  UeiTed  ilep*  iHeyond  meyrie  dyiHtfv^  fcri ou^  godUaefs. 

O  that  I  knew  what  words  to  dMtfe,  and.  what  aigHments  tp 
urge,  that  might  poffibly  prevail  wkb.  youi  Jily  witnei^  is  iu 
beaven,  I  would  do  any  idiiiig  within  stiff  power,  to  procure 
youf  tempocal  and  eternal  happineft*  I  Mg  yout  in  the  bow* 
«ls  of  Chrift  Jefiis,  as  af I  were  upon  vfif  b^dcKl  knees  before 
^our  feet,  turn  notiuiray  your  eye  nor  ear  from  thefe  dHicp^e^^: 
i^onder  and  co^fider,, once  and  again,  i^at  hath  blptn  rati* 
onally  ifebated  in  the  firft  part*  about  your  ^refornj^ation,  and 
what  hath,  and  fhall  be  offered,  in  this  lecond  .pait. 
^  O  my  God  1  thou  that  haft  counted  me  faithful,  90A  put 

<  me  into  the  miniftry ;  thou  that  haft  inclined  my  iieart  to 
^  make  this  attempt,  and  eacoutaged  m^wich  iiope^  that  it 

<  (hall  not  be  in  vain  to  all  them  that  jead  it,  if  it  miifl  be  £> 
^  to  fome  \  I  befeech  thee,  lay  the  baiM  otf  <^J  Spirit  upon  the 

<  heart  and  hand  of  thy  fenrant;  ftreqgthen  and  guide  him  in 

<  drawing  the  bow  of  the  goipel,  and  d&rc&ing  the  arrows, 
^  that  they  may  flrikethe  mark  be  aims  at,  even  the  convi£ti- 
^  on  and  converfion  of  lewd  and  diffolute  finners.    Command 

<  thefe  confiderations  to  ftay  and  fettle  in  their  begets,  till  they 
.  *  bring  them  fully  over  to  thyfdf  in  Chrift.' 

Confideratkn  i.  And  firft,  ,0  that  you.  would  confider  how 
the  whole  of  your  life  paft  hath'be^en  caft  away  in  vain,  as  to 
.  :tbe  gteuVend  and  buime&  yon  came  into  the  world  for.    Yoj^ 
G  g.g  2...,  .-     .^ 


4^9  The  P^iUHfy  and  IfetePy  rf  Convirfan. 
kave  brenthed  many  ye^rs,  but  lootliTed  one  day  to  God.  IToni 
Mcon&iencea  ^iild  never  yet  prerail  with  you  to  get  ottt  of  tli^ 
noileatiid  harry  of  the  w^rUi  and  go  along  with  it  into  fome 
private  rittiring^placet  to  debate  tms  ftatae  ^  your  foula^  and 
think  dofe  (but  ior  one  hour)  on  fueh,  awful  uib|e3»  as  God« 
foul,  Chrifty  and  eternity^  heaveni  bell,  death,  and  judgment. 
X>o  you  ibtnkt  gentlaneiiy  Aat  yon  came  intp  thift  world  tn 
do  nothing  plfe  but  to  ^t  and  drink»  fport  and  play,  ilcep  and 
die  ?  Aft  y(iUrfelte8, 1  bcftiech  ydU,  whether  the  Wit  ydn  have 
|iithert<yUved,  has  looked  to  your  own  eyes  like  an  eamcA 
pight  firpip  belly  and  ^  forion^  plirfuit  of  heiven  and  £dv^« 
on  i  How  mn^  nearer  are  ypu  got  to  Cbrift  no#^  dian  yon 
were  when  19  your  cradles  ?  The  fweeteft^  and  £tteft  part  of 
your  life,  is  paned  awsnr  in  Tanity^  and  tb^re  is  no  calling  one 
flay,  or  h9ur  oTi^}  bacL  again. 

Cmfideriitien  t^  Confideri  gentlemen,  for  Chrift  Jtfns  iakS, 
you  hskye  yef  ah  opportunity  to  b^  <ltef n^y  happy,  if  vou  t^ill 
pight  afid  n^gle^  opportumtiiBS  of  fidvation  no  icmgers  the 
•door  of  fnerpy  is  not  ye(  finslily  (hut  up  i  The  Lord  Jefus  yet 
waitsto  |»e  gra$ioM$  to  you.  Such  is  his  aftc^tlhiiig  grace  and 
inercy,  he  wUl  pai^c^ofi  a|id  |»ift  by'dl  that  you  have  done  a* 
gaihft  bim|  iif  f|Ow^  after  ^If  yoti  will  but  con?e  unto  hints 
that  yon  mjiy  hslvc  liic,  Turnye^  fumye  ;  fprix^hy  *wiUyt 
'^ie  f  Yoiir  (we^rim,  ^nd  blafpheming,  yopr  drunkenuefs,  nn* 
pic  innefej  and  eiimity  at  godlineft,  Aall  never  be  mentioned, 
if  you  will  yet  repent  fUid  return.  £zek.  xviii.  2i>  22,  "  If  the 
f «  wicked  will  turn  fr^tri  all  his  fins  fhat  he  hath  coiwrnitted, 
'#<  and  kei^  at)  fny  ftatutes,  ^d  do  that  which  is  lawful  and 
«  right  \  be  fhall  furely  lite,  he  (hall  not  die.  All  his  franf- 
f  <  greflions  thaf  h^  hat^  cominitted,  they  (hall  not  be  mention- 
^  ed  unto  him.'' 

If  you  fiiy,  thl^e  aro  hard  and  iiiripoQible  ternts  to  nature, 
it  istrue^  they  ^e  fo»  a^  God's  end  in  urging  them  here  up- 
on yop^  is  to  ponvinceyou  of  your  natural  impotence,  and 
drive  you  to  Chrift  i  that  by  Union  witb  bifP,  the  rigbt<^OUfneis 
fsf  the  law  niighf:  be  fulfiUi^  in  you, 

Canfidof^idH  ^.  4^  |t  be  fhOrougfaly  congderac),  it  is  no 
lels  than  &lyatioYi,  d|)d  your  own  falvation  too,  whith  depend)i 
'  upon  your  fofiyerfipn-  How  diligent  was  Chrift  in  purchaf- 
i|Lg  4lvation  1  how  ftiejllig^nt  andremifs  are  we  in  applying  it  1 
0  wh^t  fto|n'jpoGti<>n«  or  floi;b  and  ftupidify  are  unconverted 
finners  i  how  ^0  they  fit  with  folded  arms,  as  if  it  W^e  tiff 
^9  perifli  ?  Is  this  your  running  and  ftriving.  to  obtain  the 
|^|(^9|i4€f§f;|is^i|nmpftal glory?  fVbrk  out  (laitht))e  «i 
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peSl<tj  Pha.  ii.  ta,  130  your  tnxm  falvatim  with  fidr  ani 
tf:emUihg.  It  is  for  falvatibn,  and  nothing  lefs,  you  are  here 
furefied  to  ftri^e  :  Audi  wfast  care,  paine,  or  feUcitode  of  oiir$i 
ran  be  equal  and  praportiooate  to  fe  great  a  thiiig  as  falvaticni  i 
If^rery  diought  of  the  heart  wer6  rdcu^d  from  all  other  con- 
cernSy  and  the  mind  ftand  continually  fixed  wkfa  utmoft  it[i*> 
tention  upon  this  fubjeS^  fitrely  fech  a  fiibjeA  deferves  it  all, 
land  miich  fti^rc. 

But  wben  you  confider  it  is  not  another's,  btit  yourowa 
l^vation  you  dre  ftriviiq;  for ;  how  powerful  fiiould  the  prim 
ctpU-iHF  fdf'pr^rration  awaken  and  invigorate  your  utmoft 
endeavours  after  it!  The  law  of  cbwrity,  and  bowels  of  mer^' 
cjf  wottM  compel  «8  to  Ao  much  to  fave  the  bixly,  and 
much  more  the  foul  of  another  i  And  will  they  move  us  to  do 
fidthing  for  our  falvation  i 

Say  not,  if  I  ihould  be  carelefs  and  negle£iite,.  yet  Gcd  is 
^good,  and^acidus)  if  this  ifeafon  be  negle£ted,  thtre  afe 
more  to  come :  Alas !  that^is  more  than  you  know.  It  is  pof« 
fible  your  eternal  bappinefs  may  depend  upon  the  improve- 
ment of  this  prefent  opportunity ;  there  is  much  of  time  in  & 
ihort  oppottumty* 

Caifiaetation  4.  Do  yop  think  your  hearts  would  be  in  fuck 
-%  dead,  carelefs^  and  unconcerned  frame,  about  this  great  anil 
awful  matter  of  your  converfion  and  (alvation  ;  if  thofe  things 
yffttt  now  before  your  eyes>  which  certainly  and  fliortly  muft 
be  before  them  i 

How  rational  and  neceffary  is  it,  for  you  now  to  fuppofe 
thofe  very  things  as  pi eferit  before  you,  which  you  know  to  be 
near  you,  and  a  few  days  or  hours  will  make  prefent  ?  Hens 
kt  me  make  a  few  fuppofitions,  fo  rational,  becaufe  certainly 
fumre  and  near,  that  no  wife  man  will,  or  dare  to  flight  them, 
as  fi£Honfl  or  chimera's. 

Suppfffition  I  •  Suppofe  yourfehcs  now  i^n  your  death  ••beds^ 
your  hearts  and  breaths  filing,  your  eyes  and  .heart«ftrings 
breaking,  all  earthly  comforts  failing,  and  ihrinking  from  you ; 
thefe  things  you  know,  are  anivoidable,  and  muit  ft^ortly  be- 
falyou,  EccLviii.  8w  fi!^ppofe  alfo,  in  thefe  your  laft  esitremi- 
-des,  y<^ur  cotifeiences  ihould  awake  (as  probably  they  will, 
thcrea>cing  now  no  ttiore  charms  of  pleafure,  and  finful  ocmi- 
panidns,  to  divert  0r  ftupify  them)  what  ^a  Cteift  will  you  fiiM 
yoiirfcltet  ih !  what  a  cold  fweat  will  then  lie  upon  your  pant- 
ing bofbms  '  what  a  pale  'horror  will  appear  in  your  counte- 
nances h  Will  you  not  then  wifli,  »0  that  the  time  1  have  fpent 
^ yapity  hadbecfi  jgpent i^ the  duties-of  ^iou^piety  I  O that 


42  X  Tli  .PoffthUity  and  Ntcej^ty  ^'Conv^rfim. 
I  had  been  as  careful  of  my  foul,  as  I  was  of  Oij  bod  jr !  Wbat 
are  the  pains  of  mortificationi  which  I  was  io  afraid  of,  to 
the  pains  of  damnation,  which  I  begin  to  fcent»  iand  a{^e- 
hend !  I  thought  it  hard  to  praj,  mourn^  and  deny  myfelf  s  but 
I  (hall  find  it  harder  to  grapple  with  the  wrath  of  an  incenfed 
•  God  to  all  eternity. 

SuppQ^tkn  2.  Suppofeyourfelves  now  to  be  at  the  judgrmcnt- 
feat  of  God,  where  you  know  you  muft  be  immediately  after 
death  ;  or,  that  you  did  behold  the  procefi,  and  awful  folenmi* 

.  ty  of  the  general  judgment  of  the  great  day!  both  which  ap- 
pearances are  indifptitably  fure,  and  certain,  Heb.  ix.  27* 
^  Cor.  V.  10.  Suppoie  you  faw.all  Adam^s  poilerity  there  af* 
fembled,  and  convened,  even  multitudes,  multitudes  which 
no  man  can  numb£r ;  all  thefe  feparated  into  two  grand  divi* 
iions ;  Cbrift,  the  fupreme  and  final  Judge,  upon  the  judgr 
ment-feat  \  the  CSirinleis,.  and  unregenerate  wodd,  quivering 
at  the  bar  \  the  laft.leritence  pronouncing  on  them;  the  exe- 
eutioners  ftanding  ready  to  take  them  away:  Will  you  not  then 

"  {think  you)  be  ready  to  tear  yourfelves  with  indignation^  for 
this  your  fupine  and  fottifb  cardeflhefs  ?  A  voice  from  the 
throne,  like  the  voice  of  a  trumpet,  founds  a  loud  alarm  to  ail 
earelefs,  negligent,  arid  trifling  finners:  And  this  is  the  voic^ 
if  you  will  not  be  in  f!he  fame  cafe  with  the  mifer^le,  con- 
demned world.  Put  to  it  heartily,  then,  in  tbe  ufe  of  all 
means  with  God  and  men,  for  converting  i^nd  regenerating 
grace  now,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  difierences  your  llat^ 
from  thoft  miferable  wretches  then. 

'   Siipp<^fition  3.  Suppofe  God  did  but  give  you  aforefight,  or 
^retafte  in  the  terrors  of  your  confciences,  of  that  dan^nation 

Sjuhavejeftedat,  and  fo  often  imprecated  upon  yourfelves:    < 
id  you  hut  lie  one  night  in  that  plight  poor  Spira,  and  ma- 
ny others  beGde  him  have  done,  with  the  terrors  of  the  Lord 
.opon  your  fpiiits,  under  horror,  and  remorfe  of  confcience, 
which  are  the  firft  niUings  and  bitings  of  that  worm  which 
fliall  never  die : 

Tzjon  paiHda  mens  tji 

CriminibuSy  tacita  fudant  praecordia  culpa.     * 
Palenefs  and  horror,  fear  and  trembling,  upon  the  outward 
and  inward  man,  whilft  God  is  making  the  immediate  impref- 
fions  of  his  wrath  upon  the  confcience  j  feeming  to  want  fome 
vat  taleit  out  that  miferabU,  wretched  foul,  that  is  tveary  tD 

*  The  nuBd  now  eonfcious  of  its  guHt, 

J'eeJf  Jidl  w^ibin ;  4he  lett'i  a  horcid  %hi.  ,      ' 
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I  ftay  any  longer  in  the  body,  and  yet  afraid  to  be  diilodged^ 
!  left  its  condition  be  made  worfe  by  the  exchange :  do  you 
I  think  you  would  ever  imprecate  damnation  any  more  ?  And 
.  yet  all  thefe  terrors  and  horrors  upon  the  confcicnce,  are 
.but  as  the  (wealing  of  marble-ftotie,  before  t^  great  rains 
^       fall.  . 

But  whatif  Godihotildgivi^yoU^avifioiiof  hell  itfelf,  and 
of  the  unconceivable,  and  inexpreffible  mifery  of  thofe  defpe*  ^ 
rate^  and  forlorn  wretchfs,  that  lie  there  I'weltering,  and 
groaning  under  the  heavy  prefiures  of  the  wrath  of  a  great 
and  terrible  God,  i^imediately,  and  everlaftingly  tranfaded 
upon  their  fouls  ?  Would  you  ever  jeft  with  damnation  any 
more,  as  with  an  harmlefs  thing  i  Nay,  would  you  not  ftrive 
to  the  uttermoft,  to  flee  from  this  wrath  to  come  \  Do  you  not 
&em  to  bear,  ih  this  ralSonai  and  juft  fttppofition,  ai^dole^ 
fill  cry  coming  from  hell,  and  the  ftate  of  the  damned,  "With 
this  very  found  and  feiife?r^  Good  fouls,  if  ever  you  expe£l: 
<  to  be  delivered  from  this  ftat^,  and  place  of  torments,  ftrive, 
'<  to  the  ijitmofti  ftrive  nrhile  you  have  oppcdtunity,  fttive 
^  whilA  breath  and  ftrength  do  laft,  to  flee  from,  and  efcape^ 
>  by  a  found  converfion,  this  doleful  ftate  of  eterfud  damiiati* 
«  on.' 

Supp^tim  4.  Laftly,  and  in  a  wofdi,  fuppofe  yotihad^a  vi- 
fiOR  of  heaven,  as  Stephen  and  Paul  had  in  the  body  \  fuppofe 
youfaw  the  glory  of  God^  and  Jefusftandingathis  right  hand, 
furrounded  with  the  triumphant  myriads  of  jpalm-bearing 
faints,  finging  Hdanna's'aiid  Hallelujahs  to  God,  and  the 
Lamb  for  aftx  %  and  bteffiag,  praifing,  ami  admiring  bim  that 
gave  them 'another  fpirit,  vaftly  different  from  that  which  go- 
verns fuch  as  you :  Bleffing  tml  Lord^  that  enabljed  them  to  be 
praying  and  pniifing,  whiift  others  were  cuffing  and  fwearing  | 
to  be  fighing  and  groaning  for  fin  in  iecret,  whilftv  others  wei^ 
fliouting  and  fiogmg  in  taverns  and  ale-houfissi  to  beat  dowa 
Iheir  bodies,  and  keep  tbem  under,  wbilft  others  w^e  jpleafing 
and  gratifying  their  lufb ;  would  yon  ftill  dfive  that  courfe  yon 
dp?  Well,  firs,  if  ev^ymiexpefibtocome  where  thefe  blef« 
fisd  ones  are;,  you  muft  take  the  courfe  they  did.  Let  this  be 
your  endeavour,  and  it  Ihall  be  my  fervent  ^nd  hearty  pray- 
er.   . 
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Cant.  Hi.  ii. 

Ccforik^yt  dat^ktifrs  $/  Zmm,  snd  UtoU  king  S»hmw^  vfUk 
,the  crown  wbenenrnth  bis  tM^^er  cr^WKd  tm  ititk^  day  cfkit 
^pTufidSyOidinthiday  rfthe  gladmff  rftishf^rt. 

ACro*irn  m  tfa«  top  of  earthly  gloif  ^  the  cuknkoatmg  point 
of  human  dignity.  P&lm  usiu  -2,  3*  ^  Thou  baft  given 
<^  him  his  •heart's  d^[ke  \  diou  haft  iet  a  cMfm  of  puce  gold  uf* 
*<  on  his  head."  The  ambition  of  the  many^  moves  in  various 
f|4ieres  below  it ;  the  ambition  of  none  a^ire^  above.  it»  ex* 
cept  it  be  that  anmnalom  mmft9r^  the  man  <^  fin,  wfaoafficAs  td 
fit  in  the  very  throne  of  Xjrod)  «iid«]ak»  himfeif  ^bov^all  ikac 
is  called  God,  a  Thef.  ii.  4, 

When  God  putt  a  c»t>wn  upon^he  head,  and  a  ibeptse  tittor 
the  hand  of  a  man,  he  engiave$  upon  thar^nan  (in  a^uali£ed 
fenfe)  both  his  name, -and  the  lively  eharaflersof  )»8  Maje^ 
:md  authority,  PfaL  kaxii.  4.  ^  I  have  &id,  ye  are  gods,  and 
H  all  of  you  the  children  ef  the  Moft  High.^'  But  yet»  in  ^ 
the  grants  and  conveyancies  di  Heaven,  ilieie  k  always  a  refer- 
vation  ^nd  falvoto  the  divise  pDerogatm,  to>^  difplace  it  at 
pleafure,  and  fet  it  upon  what  head  he  (hsdl  pleflfe*  £zek.  xxL 
fi6.  ^  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Remove  the  diadem,  »nd  take 
^  offtbeci^wn:  This  ihallii^  be  thef ame:  £ialthiiBthatis 
^  low,  and  abafe  him  that  is  high/'     ' 

Thc^gh  dominion  be  not  foundisd  in  grace,  yetgiace  faoth 
embelli£es,  and  fecores  the  domnion  of  men.  The  priaces.of 
p/.  ;  ..  the  earth  owe  fealty  and  homage  to  Jefus 

t'jai.  u.  10,  II,  12.  ^jj^yj^  J  and^had  fome  of  them  been  more 

*  The  Lord  dethrones  kings,  difpofes  of  kingdemt^ 


fitl^a  to  hl6  kwt,  their  kiiigdoinfl  bttd  flouttfliddf  fltld.tlicif 
government  been  more  aufpicsous^ 

The  coronation-dajr  of  a  kin^  is,  in  a  fenfc,  the  mariiafe^. 
day  hetwixt  him  and  bis  pe^Ie,  and  is  accorciingly  folemniau^ 
With  ^  the  figns  and  deB>oikbraltidlis  of  joy  and  g^difcfii  JToi^ 
fbejbtut  ^  a  king  U  among  thtm*  Thus  when  the  cr^irn  of  1^ 
tael  wasfet  opmi  the  head  of  Solom(»i>  the  fcripture  repfeCenttr 
their  exuberant  joy,  in  an  elegant,  and  lofty  hyperbole  \  i  King^ 
L  40.  <<  And  ail  the  people  eame  up  after  himi  and  die  peo<f 
<<  pk  piped  with  pipes,  and  rqoiced  with  great  joy^fo  that  thii 
•<  e^rth  rent  with  the  found  of  them/* 

Carnal  men  rejoice  earnally,  and  fpiritosd  m<n  fliould  re« 
yMc  ^irkually :  The  moft  gjhxriotts  part  of  th^  fokmniqr  ol 
fiich  a  day,  confiAs  in^ 

I  *  Praifes  and  prayers  for  him  that  wears  tiie  erown^ 
2*  bi  afjfdritttal  intprovemem  of  the  a&ioii  tdourfdvet* 
t.  In  pnofes  and  prayers  for  the  king,  whom  God'  halh  fet 
OYer  ttst    Your  prayers  and  praifes  refle£l  more  glory  upon  ih^ 
Oro^m,  than  all  the  jeifpls  and  fparUing  ftonee  with  which  it; 
Ifabes :  And  fo  I  am  perfuaded  01^  ki^  will  account  itj  ac« 
cording  to  Zech.  jtii.  5.  <«  The  f<9fer;iors  of  Judah  ihidl  £iy  iti 
M  their  hearts,  The  inhabitants  of  Jefufakm  fhall  be  mf  ^ 
<<  ftrength  in  the  Lord  of  Hofts  their  God/' 

Pr^fe  Ay  God,  Q  England  I  for  fetting  thy  crown  ibis  Ja|r 
upon  the  head  of  a  iPfoteftant  prince ; .  who  accounted  not  1|1# 
treafures,  6t  Mood,  dear  unto  him,  to  redeem  the  iniereft  of 
Cbrift  out  of  ^dangers  that  were  ready  to  fwallow  it  up. 

i^ra^  fervently  for  your  Ung  this  day :  The  concemmesttt 
tf  the  people  of  God  are  fo  great  in  htm,  as  that  they  end  from 
aU  the  fainiB  the  unermdt  importunity  in  prayen 

(i.)  That  God  would  deinfe  and  wafli  the  cn^m  of  Eng« 
had  friun  all  that  guik  and  pdlutioa  it  hath  oontraAed  under 
former  goTcmments,  that  the  fins  of  the  cwwn  may  not  de« 
fcend  with  it. 

(a.)  That  the  royal  head  on  which  it  fhall  fas  fot  Ais  day, 
may  be  filled  with  the  wifdom  of  God,  asid  matched  widi  an 
holy  hearty  inC^ed  with  love,  to  God,  and  zeal  for  his  ^k^^^ 

(3.)  That  as  fdon  as  men  have  fet  the  crown  upon  his  head^ 
>  he  may  chearfuHy  take  it  off  again,  and  caft  it  at  the  foet  dt 
IdTus  Chrfft,  as  the  twenty-four  dders  did,  Rev.  iv.  io«  ^  And 
<<  the  twenty-four  elders  fell  down  before  him  that  fat  on 
<<  the  throne,  and  worihippecl  iHm  that  Kveth  for  ever  and  ever^ 
"  and  caft  their  crowns  fcNcfore  the  throne,"  6ir. 
Vol,  Vm.  H  h  h 
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(4.)  That  God  would  make  the  crown  fit  eafy,  and  lon^ 
upon  his  royal  head.  Eafy,  becaufe  crowns  are  uAialJy  lin^ 
with  thorny  cares  *,  and  longj  for  the  church's  peaee  and  tran- 
quillity. 

Secondly y  The  next  thing  belonging  to  the  due  felemnity  of 
this  day,  will  be  the  fpiritual  improvement  of  the  whole 
fcene  of  a£lions>  to  your  own  inftrudion  and  fpiritual  advan- 
tage  \  and  this  will  be  much  more  gloFiotts^.  than  all  the  trium- 
phant arches^  royal  robes,  thundering  gunsi  and  loud  acclama- 
lions  of  the  people.  To  th^purpofe,  I  have  ehofen  this  text^ 
for  the  dire£Hon»  and  fpiritualiztng  of  the  duties  of  the  day. 
**  Go  forth»  ye  daughters  of  Zion>  and  behold  king  Solomon, 
^  with  the^rownwherewithhismothercrowned  him,  in  the 
^<  day  of  his  eipoufals,  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  hi» 
«  hcart.*^ 

This  book  of  the  Canticles,  is  a  fpiritual  ^iVA<i/<uiu«i7i,  fung 
m  parts,  betwixt  the  heaTcnly  Bridegroom,  and  the  bride.  The 
matter  of  it  is  moft  fpiritual  and  weighty,  the  ftile  of  it  raptur- 
ous  and  lofty,  the  intimate  union  and  communion  of  Cbrift 
jand  the  church,  is  ekgantly  illuftrated  in  an  allegory  of  mar- 
riage :  But  nothing  irs  found  here  light,  or  obfcene. 
— — ! — Procut  iincj  procul  ejle  profani : 
Nil  hie  mfi  cafltan*  * 
It  is  a  cryftal  dream  of  pure  fpiritual  love,  fiiding  fwcctly  bo- 
twixt  two  pleafant  banksvChrift  and  the  church. 

In  the  ninth  and  tenth  verfes  yon  have  the  defciiption  of  ar 
triumphant  chariot,  prepared  by  king  Solomon  for  the  daugh*' 
ters  of  Jerufalem :  **  The  pillars  thereof  of  filver,  the  bottom 
^f  of  goldi  the  covering  <^  purple,  and  the  midll  thereof  paved 
**  with  love.'*  A  chariot  is  an  infttument  framed  for  eafy,  fafe,. 
and  honourable  -conveyance  ;  This  chariot  is  the  covenant  of 
igrace,  fitted  by  Chrift.fbr  the  fafe  and  honourable  tranfporting 
of  his  bride,  the  church,  through  this  world,  to  her  ftately  pavi- 
lion, (M*  glorious  manfion  in  the  higheft  heavens. 
«    But  how  fbate]y  and  magnificent  foever  this  royal  chariot 
4)6,  he  that  contrived  and  framed  it  is  much  more  glorious  to 
behold :  And  therefore,  in  the  next  words,  which  are  my  text, 
believers  are  fummoned,  and  invited  to  behold  and  contemplate  , 
Chrift,  that  framed  it :  "  Go  forth^  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and 
'*<  behold  king  Solomon,  with  his  crown,'*  ifc.    In  which 
words  we  have,   . 

1 .  Iht  fpcBators  fummoned,  or  invited. 

*  Hence,  faf  hence  wb<it  e'er's  profafie: 
Thcte's  nought  to  feed  your^uAchade  flame^ 


A  Cormaim-Setmon^  preached  at  Dartmoath.      427 
/  s  5t.  The  fpeflacU  they  arc  invited  to  fee. 

1 .  'V^e/peffatorr  invited ;  the  daughters  of  JZion.  By  Zi» 
On,  underftand  the  church  ;  and  by  the  daughters  of  Zion, 
the  members,  of  die  church,  or  every  particular  believer :  Thcfe 
are  here  invited)  or  fummoned  ,to  go  forth,  1.  e.  of  their  en*, 
tangling,  diverting  temptations  i  and  to  behold,  viz.  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  this  moft  glorious^  and  hcart-ravifliing  obj^fr. 
4  i*  The  JpeBacte  ihey  are  invited  to  4>ehol4  and  contem- 
phte ;  king  Solom&n^  wkh  his  crown^  &c.  the  moft  iUuftriouSf 
glorious,  and  raviftiing  fight  that  ever  4;he  eyes  ef  men  did,  or 
ihall  behokL  By  king  Solomcm,  undecibndChirift}  of  whom 
Solomon  in  this  book,  is  the  figure,  or  fliadow;  y^one  to  whom 
Sojomon,  in  all  his  glory  was  but  a  d^ainted  fun  on  a  fign- 
.pofi,  to  the  fun  in  the  mid  Jie^vens,  fliMmg  in  all  his  glory. 
. '  And  by  his  crown,  underftand  not  any  material  crown,  as 
Azt  of  Solomon's  was4  bvt  ^cglory  andihotumr  that  is  put  upon 
Chrift^  the  king  of  'Zi^n^iof  which  glorf  a  .crown  is  the  ^^mblem. 

Wihait  crown  is  beremeant,/interpreters  are  not  all.  agreed 
•about  it ;  fome  would  have  it  to  be  iifiderft<H»d  of  our  Jwman 
nature,  which  he  was  crowned  withal  by  his  mother  Mary,  of 
whom  he  took  it :  But  though  this  aflirmpcion  of  our  nature^ 
put  fuch  a  crown  of  glojry  upon  it  as  it  never  had  before,  yet 
it  was  rather  an  4)bfcuring  of  >Chrift's  gkxyi,  than  any  addition 
of  glory  to  him* 

Others  interpret  it  of  ttifc.croitrn  Of  tliohis,  with  which  hi$ 
ipother  (the  Jewi(h<:huiich^<br  fyoagogue)  crowned  him  in  the 
day  oi  his  paifion  at  Jerufalem  :  But  this  fe^ns  .to  be  aa  hard 
and'foreign.a  iei^eas^tfaeibrnKa:.  s 

The  moftjudi^OMS  e«po£tors  aae  ^iigreed  4n  a  diird  fenfe^ 
i.  viz>  .  Thatf  by  thecri^s^wi  on  C3irift*s  bead,  we  are  to  under^ 
ftand  that  gl(»7  and  honour,  which  believers  give  unto,  .or 
put  upon  Chrift,  fwhen  in  the  day  of  their  efp^als  to  him 
by  faith,  remoiincing Satan,  fin,  and allitha^ had  exercifed  do* 
ininion  over  them  before,  wkh  all  .truft  and'dependance  on  a* 
-i»y  righteoufnefsiof:thar -own,  ,tliey  giv^'  their  deliberate,  full, 
and  hearty  cOnfent,  that  Chrift  alone  fhall  reign  over  them 
for  ever  and  eVer$  fnykig,  *<  The  Lord  isour  King,  the  Lord  is 
**  our  Judge,  the  Lord  is  our  Lswr  giver/*  Chrift  is  *«  the  Lord 
<^  our  rigfateoufneis,"  and  in  all  things  we  will  obey  him«  This 
Chrift  efteems  as  a  crown  of  gloryput  upon  his  head,  in.the 
day  of  his  efpoufals,  aiid  in  the  day  Of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart* 
.  There  is  no  fuch  honour,  no  fuch  pleafure  a  poor  finoer  cau 
^ive  to  Chrift,  as  to  believe  in  hLnv.(  this  is  as  the  puttii^g  of  a 
\' ;  Jtl  Jh  h  ;3t .     .  ' 


crown  of  gioiy  u|pon  his  bead.  It  is  uq€»  k  ad^s  po  gibff  to 
liiniy  but  it  18  the  greate^  oasifeftation  of  his  glory^  we  are 
Capsl)l<;  ID  make* 

Objeaion.  But  then  H  VfUl  he  ^V^</,  in  what  fenfi  h* 
lievers  can  he  tokrahfy  JlUed  his  mother  f  fw  the  text  telle  ui% 
U  tif^  the  crewn  Us  mUherpnt  vfon  him. 

An/kaerp  They  mav  bcfo  ^led  in  a  doaUe  fef|p«A : 

(i.)  Beeaufe Cfanft  is  formed  in  e^epf  believer^  he  is  (io  a 
Ipiritttal  fcnib)  conceived  and  for4aed  fntiiciF  fo^ts,  9^  A^ 
6bi}d  is  formed  in  its  mother's  woinb.  ^o  did  apoftlo  ^^Its^ 
Gal.  iv.  19.  ^Mjr  litde  children,  of  whom  \  ^avoil  again  in 
t^  birth,  tiil  Obrift  be  formed  ia  jou." 

(2.)  In  refpeft  of  ;fae  dear  ajtedion  Ohnft  bears  to  mvetf 
foul  that  believeth  119  him.  '  No  man  loves  bis  brotbor,  fiAer^ 
$3t  mother,  (NT  Chrift  ^fteems  and  loves  believers,  M^  ui-  34<. 
when  he  was  cold«  his  m<>ther  and  brethren  were  wiiiiMt 
Peking  him ;  be  iaid,  <«  Behold  my  modtert  and  my  brethren  f 
eit  For  whofoever  fhall  do  the  will  ef  God,  the  feme  is  my  bro- 
<<  ther,  and  fifter,  and  mother*^  The  day  of  a  fiimer's  ooaienc 
to  come  under  Chrift^  governmoitf  is  the  day  of  his  dnoaiate, 
a  Cor,  si.  2>  and  the  day  ef  a  finner's  efooufak  to  Coi^  n 
the  <iay  of  the  gladn^  of  his  heait,  l^uke  %s^  3I.  Tbtt( 
you  have  the  parts  and  f<^  of  the  te«t.  The  jk)^  from  k 
IS  this  : 

jyoGt.  That  the  day  ^a  h^er^et^s  efi^Jktfh  Chtp  lf/aith% 
is  t{f  Chrift  as  the  day  ^fn  king^s  ii^ronaim  is  t9  hm^  0veek 
the  day  oj  the  gladfie/s  c/his  heart* 

It  is  very  remarkable,  what  we  find  in  Lube  a.  af«  mf&um 
the  Spirit  nadi  carefbUy  recorded  one  hour  of  joy  in  die  life 
of  Chrift  \  for  be  had  not  many,  being  a  man  of  fcotrows,  and 
iMJauaiAted  with  grief.  <<  In  that  hour,  Jcfus  rejoiced  m  fpirit,'^ 
ifaim  the  text :  And  what  hour  was  that  f  Why,  it  w^s  tb^ 
fame  hour  in  Irhicb  the  feventy  returned  with  tbefo  joy^ 
tidings  to  him  $  **  Lord,  even  the  devils  are  fnbjeft  to  ut 
f<  through  thy  name,'*  ver*  ly.  The  hour  when  Chrift' f^w 
^<  Satan  falling  as  lightning  fiom  beaten,''  ver.  iS.  bie 
kingdom  tottering,  his  tbtces  routed  by  the  gofpel,  his  fobjefka 
running  away  to  Oirift,  Icom  under  his  cruel  bondage,  and 
made  wiUing  to  come  under  bis  government :  ^  In  that  hour, 
4<  JeAis  rejoiced  in  fpirit/^  ^is  war  joyfd  news  to  Chi^ift,  k 
was  the  day  c^  the  gjadnefs  of  his  heart :  He  had  now  gof  (| 
liew  throne  in  the  fouls  of  poor  finners,  overivhom  the  tievi) 
Und  (in  had.reiened;  this  was  a  crown  <^  glory  to  Chrift. 

•  opening  this  pointy  Ifi«at4il90inrie  thefctlnree  tbii>fs^ 


|€ .)  bi  what  if%keft  a  finner^  fitpmdkb  to  CUrift  refiunUf^ 

Che  day  of  a  luag^ft  corooatioa  over  bi«  jfutj^AjS. 
(i*)  ^||dfidiniJ)4^4ifKi€UytdjjS«r  each  from  Ptb.^^^ 

h«art»  AS  die  t«ii;  f  aUf  k»^ 

1»«Cwt3&(  tk«  dayofa^  lung'*  coronatioay  and  the  oay^f  4&tx^ 
ii^«  ^pao&k  to  Cluift  is^iakk.    Au^  this  wiU  aff  «ar  ia  (};x 

f  1 4  ^  }^  (l^  i^  ^r  cTQvsiifid  oyqr  bift  f\>t^ci3»>  b%tl|  $t 
lawful  vidbt  to'gevern  ttien,  eiid\er  Ivy  lineal  sloic^^  conqjiefty 
l^r  4i(MB]^a2)u  JMbaoon  bad  his  right  aod  title  to  the  Juag^<m> 
tby4^l!p9]|t^roiii  bi$  (^fal  ^the?  J2aviiil»  vl|Q»  by  bis  bft  vi9 
luid  tcftaaacmi  mnftidatedaiid  zjgpowu^  bim  Cobe  bi3  immi^ 
filiate  fttep^brnpontfae  cbfoifte  of  licadi)  i  Kings  i<  35.  The 
Hbmaii  Gaefefiiv  ^^eto  ikat  hingdofttr -va^  by  cim^u^Ai  pd 
#fis  tkto  wa^  tegiiiaiated  90|Qnly  by  the  Je»c&  acVnovk^iqeat 
^f  it,  but  sdife  by  Qirift'a  cxpcefs  Dmiag  it,  »xd  i|ib(oUte>fi  ^ 
it.  The  ftqfk^  faid,  ^  Ws  have  up  Jusg  but  Caefaf/'  Job^ 
six.  1 5*  And  Chrift  owned  i(,  Luke  xx.  15.  when  he  had  pai^ 
tribiiic,  fayiag,  ^  Gine  nutti  Ca^^,  the  tbiagsthat  an:  Cafiiar's. 
But  Darid  had  hia  fitie  <by  ooinpa^^  with,  and  vQlHniai7  eJefV- 
^n  of  {tl|c  peojpie:  Abae^  ^ooifera  with  the./iim  rf^fr^ 
dbo^t  ;itt  and  they  nieet  Da^id  at  Hehn)nf  and  there  i^bA^ 
Ih«i  king)  indie  room  of  Saul,  %  Sam.  v.  i,  K>  3,  4»  .5.  an.d 
that  In  confideratton  ^i  tbe-eminent  iievvice  (le  bad  per&wmesi . 
for  that  kingdom,  in  delivering  them  from  their  mortal  ^»9- 
ipieis  the  FbiUiitoes,  efieqfues  to  ^leir  religiQi^,  and  civil  Uher- 
{gie?.  And  ^ceitaiolVf  thp  crowQ  qf  Ifrael  wa^not  a  rqptrarcl 
gbov^  tbe  Hfierij  pf  wb  a  yerfor^nance.  "  Then  came,  afi  tfee 
<<  tribea  of  Ifrael  to  David  unto  Hebron,  and  faid,  Qeholdv/e 
<'  arethy«bone,  and  thy  flefh.  Alfo  in  time  p^ft,  when  3aul 
<c  ^28  kjng  over  u^  tfaov  wait  h^  that  leddeft  out,  and  brought- 
^<  eft  in  Ifrael :  And  the  Lord  faid  to  thee^  Thon  ft^h  feed! 
<<  my  people  lirael  \  and  thou  fhalt  he  a  captain  over  {fraef. 
^^ '  So  ali  tb0  eUei9  o£  Ifrael  «ai»e  t^.  tb^  king  ta  JEiebrpn,  and 
'**  king  I^vid'inade  a  league  with  ibism  i|)^t;bren9  befpi^  thp 
^  Lord  :  And  they  anointed  David  kingoiierifr^].'' 

But  Chrift  baf It  sight  t^  reigii  ovief  pur  fciiiJ^  by  all  thefis 
4i^  andfohinfts :  The  throfie^our  Ibuk,  by  his  Father's  ^^r 
ftitutiMand^d^cfee,  FfalsEi  ii^  6.  ^<  Yet  have  tier  ipy  Ippg  »r 
I*  poa  my  hqly  bill  of  ^n  i'*  by  «b|>ijueft ,  im  \  e  M^ins  it  bf 


^yfi        ji  Cdfwuttim^ehiwnj  pteadted  at  DartHtgutL 
lie  cafts  down  by  fpiricual  weapons  all  that  qppofcth«  and  braigi 
every  thought  into  obedience  to  him*     And  he  bath  right 
alfo,  by  confent  and  compad^  Pfalraex.  3.  "  The  people  fhaSi 
**  be  willing  in  th^  day  of  thy  .power."     Of  which. more  anon. 

(2.)  On  the  coronation-day,  kings  appear  in  all  their  royal 
robes,  glittering  jewels,  and  all  theluftre  that  can  be  put  upon 
them  ;  they  (htne  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  more  giorioaflf 
than  all  that  are  about  them,  y^lut  bma^  inter  mUwmJUUrai 
There  is  ooae  like  him,  in.  the  beauty  of  his  ornaments^  Mndi 
more  doth  Chrift  excel  all  others  in  beauty  and  glory,  in  die 
tyeS  of  thofe  that  cbufe  him  iot  their  Lord  and  Kuig/  i  Pet. 
ii.  7.  ^^  To  you  that  believe,  he  is  precious."  H  rtf^tt,  Ho: 
xiour  itfelf.  Col.  i.  17.  ^  U^  as  before  all  things  a'^  not  only 
in  time,  or  in  order,  but  in  real  dignity^  and  foltd  gloiy  ani 
excellency.  So  his  fpoufe  pronounceth  him,  .Pialm  xlv.  2. 
<*  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  ;  grace  i$  pourol 
<<  into  thy  lips."  ,  And  Cant.  v.  lo^  ^^  My  beloved.  •  is  white 
^<  and  ruddy ;  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thou&od."  Examine 
and  mark  ail  the  eieaturos  in  both  worlds,  an^ls  and  men, 
and. they  bear  no  more  proportion  to' Chrift  in  glory,  than,  a 
glow-worm  to  th(p  fun. 

(3.)  On  the  coronation*day,  the  confent, of  the  people  ii 
demanded,  and  given.  Conient  was  demanded  by  Abner,  ia 
^the  behalf  of  David,  2  Sam.  iii.  17,  i8..  and  fredy 'given  bj 
them,  in  order  to  David's  coronation,  2  Sam.  v.  i,  2,  3,  4. 
Thus  at  the  coronation  of  our  kings,  the  confent  of  the  nobles 
and  comiinofiality  is  demanded  on  the  publiic  theatre^  in  theft 
DK^rds  : 

^«  T  Hereprcfent  you  fucj^  an  one,  (naming  the  king)  the 
*<  JL  rightful  inheritor  of  the  crown  of  this  realm  :  Are  you 
**  willing  to  do  your  homage,  fervicc,  and  do  boimden  duty  to 
«vhim?"  '  '' 

An4  they  fay,'  * 

*<  Xn^TE  are  willing ;  or  Cgnify  they  are  fp,  by  their  loud 
«K     VV       ^^  joyfi^l  acclamations." 

So  it  is,  when  Chrift  is  crowned  Kiiig  ever  ttiie&ul^.  bis 
fight  is  aiferted,  and  their  confent  demanded  b^  his  ambafla- 
dors;  the  believer  manifefts  his  hearty  confent,  Pfalm  ex.  3^ 
<*  Thy  people  (hall  be  willing  in  theday  of  thy.f^wer."  And 
overajl  that  are  ipade  trnly  willing  to  receive  him,  he  reigns^ 
and  inveftsthem  with  all  the  privileges  of  iiis  kingdom,  John 
i.  r2.  The  unbeliever  is  not  willing  to  come  under  Chrift-s 

"'ernment.'   Johnv«4^  Tgu^iUin'A^  ^mwtCifoif&e^*    AnA' 


iKeiflue<)f  their  miwillitigneft}  is  their  eternal  ruin,   Luke 
xix.  27.  "  But  thofe  mine  enemies,  that  would  not  that  Ifhould 
**  reign  over  them  ;  bring  them  hither,  and  flay  them  before 
**  me."  Now  to  make  a  foul  truly  willing  to  accept  Chriit's  go- 
vernment, and  give  his  confent  to  him,  four  things  muft  be 
done  upon, .  and  by  fuch  a  foul :  (1 .)  He  muft  be  convinced  of 
his  fin  and  mifery ;  no  man  will  be  willing  to  change  his  Lord,, 
iivhilft  he  finds  no  matter  of  complaint.  (2,)  He  muft  know, 
snd  deliberate  upcJn  the  terms  of  Chrift ;  for  an  ignorant  p^rv- 
ibn  cannot  be  faid  to  confent  \  Non  eonf entity  qut  non  fentitJ 
Chrift  will  have  all  tiie  world  to  know  his  terms,,  and  will  not 
bide  the  worft  and  hardeft  things  from  theip,  whether  they 
like  them  or  not :  No  man  (hall  fay  afterwardsy  I  was  fiir-* 
prized,  or  impofed  upon  \  had  I  known  th^s,  I  had  never  con^ 
fented  to  be  a  Chriftian.    Therefore  the  hardeft  terms  o(  Chri-^ 
ftianity  are  plainly  propounded,  Luke  xiv.  16.  and  that  to  cut 
•  off  all  after-plets  and  pretences  for  refiling  from  Chrift,  John 
xvi«  I .  <<  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  to  you,  that  ye  fliould  not 
^  be  offended  in  me."  (3.)  Upon  deliberation,  there  muft  ap«. 
pear  to  the  foul  that  chufeth  Chrift,  and  confents  to  his  govern' 
ment,  a  preponderating  good ;  that  Chrift,  vritfa  all  his  re- 
proaches and  fttfferings,  is  better  than  fin,  with  all  its  honours' 
and  pleafures :  No  man  will  change  for  no  advantage,  much 
kfs  to  his  lofs.     Thus  Mofes  faw  more  glory  and  excellency' 
in  the  very  reproaches  of  Chrift,  than  \ti  all  the  treafures  of 
Egypt,  or  pleafures  of  fin,  Heb.  xi.  25,  26.  O  !  faith  the  foul, 
^ugh  there  be  hard  and  bitter  fufferings  in  the  way  of  godli- 
nefs,  yet  it  is  infinitely  better  for  me  to  endure  them  for  Chrift, 
than  to  be  damned.    And  upon  balancing  the  gains  and  lofijes, 
the  conveniences  and  inconveniences  of  Chriftianity,  the  odds 
appear  fo  great,  that  the  foul  pronounceth  they  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared,  Rom.  viii.  18.  (4.)  When  all  is  done,  there 
muft  be  a  diyine  Almighty  influence  upon  the  will  \ .  without 
which,  men  will  never  heartily  confent  to  Chrifli's  terms« 
*^  No  man  (faith  Chrift)  can  eome  unto  me,  except  my  Fa* 
<*  ther,  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him,"  John  vi,  44.  ITiis 
influence  of  God  upon  the' will,  is  in  a  way  fuitable  to  its  na« 
ture,  Hof.  xi;  4.  and  produceth  a  confent  without  coa£lion. 
If  the  Lord  ftiew  any  man  the  infinite  advantages  that  come. 
tni  accriie  to  his  foul  by  Chrift,  this  very  difcovery  doth,  as 
it  were,  compel  that  man  to  come  in  to  Chrift;  as  that  expref* 
Jon  is  ttfed,  Luke  xiv.  23.  a  fcripture  vilely  abufed  in  our 
times.    Chrift  compels  none  into  his  kingdom,  as  the  Spa- 
niards did  the  pooi' Indians  to  baptifin^  or  as  others  have  been 


ecAD^lled  to  the  Lord's  table ;  He  uritt  reiga  over  a  wiffifl| 
^)eople9  or  not  reign  at  tU. 

(4.)  On  the-  coronation-day,  a  champion  afpears  oh  tfae 
hing'^  behalff  to  challelige  any  that  (haJl  deny  his  right,  or  I9 
^ufemente  or  threatenings  attempt  to  draw  his  fubje£ls  baa^ 
their  duty  and  allegian<^ :  He  throws  down  tli«  gantlet,  aai 
(jbfies  thd  proudeft  enemy  the  king  hath. 
\  So  when  Cbrift  is  crowned  King  over  the  Ibuls  of  his  people 
thtf e  is  a  public  defiance  bid,  a  formal  challeiige  given,  to  all 
the  eiiemies  of  Cbrift  and  his  people  \  as  you  may  read  at  lar^ 
Kom.  ?Hi.  33,  34>  35.  **  Who  (hail  lay  any  thing  to  the  char|B 
M  of  Ood's  bkd  l  Who  is  he  th^t  condebineth  ?  Who  ihallfe- 
*<  pirate  yxi  from  the  love  of  Cbrift  f "  Devils  and  m^  ju-e  Jdi« 
«d  to  do  their  worft.  Cbrift  muft  reign»  till  all  his  enemies  art 
put  uhder  his  feet :  Sin  (hall  not  have  domisdon  over  his  peci- 
ple»  for  they  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.  Come^ 
G^il,  Aihmon,  and  Amalek;  cpme  Samii|  ^nd  ^j  his  infer* 
Hal  powers;  they  are  all  defied  in  the  name  of  Chrift.  Believeci 
are  his  own  futij^ds,  and  none  (ball  pluck  them  put  of  bis  hand. 

(5.)  At,  or,  about,  the  coronation-day,  an  ^  of  ind^mnity^ 
patdM  ahd  oblivion,  i^  paft  and  publiflusd,  pardoning  the  of« 
(knees  the  fUbjeds  had  comnutted  unto  that  day.  Thus  it  is  at 
ifte  day  of  Chrift's  coronation  over  the  believer's  (bul,  and  it» 
efpoufais  to  him  bt  faith  %  all  his  fins  are  pardcMtiedy  new 
iUidold^  great  and  imall.  And  of  this,  proclamation  is  open** 
]gf  made  in  the  gdfpd,  AQs  x.  43;  ^«  To  bun  give  all  the  pro^ 
^  pliets  witaefs,  that  through  his  name,  wbofoever  believeth  in 
<<  him^  (ball  receive  remi(fioii  of  fins/'  O  glorious  pardon ! 
free  vi^itbout  purch^ )  full  without  exception,  and  final  with* 
out  tevbeatibn*  Now  there  is  a  goal-delivtry,  the  prifcm-doors 
are  openv  fiberty  proclaimed  to  the  captives,  Ua.  Ixj.  i,  a. 
The  King  of  Sion  is  ^  merciful  Kifig,  and  bis  fub/e£ts  (hail 
find  him  fo:  They  have  gladded  his  heart»  by  accepting 
his  govertrnicnt ;  and  he  will  glad  th^rs,  by  his  pardons ; 
7he  Sm  hath  made  them  free%  and  they  are  free  indeed^ 

(6.)  In  a  word,  8t  corotiation^day  is  a  day  of  gkdnefs.  a  day 
of  joy  and  triumph  %  joy  difplays  itfelf  in  the  faces  of  all  loyal 
lubjecb ;  thofe  only  that  bad  riither  be  under  another  govern- 
menti  bang  the  head,  and  bite  the  lip.  ^ 

So  it  k  here ;  ill  that  are  loyal  fubjeds  to  Jefus  Cbrift,  re- 

jdrce  exceedingly  in  bil»  goyjernments  and  it  mu{l  needs  be  (b| 

Jbecaufe  his  kingdom  confilb  in  joy  in  the  .Holy  (^hoft,  Ronu 

xiv.  17.    When  Zacchcus  came  under  this  King,  be  came 

'-'iwxi  joyfidiy^  Luke  xis.  ^  9.   when  the  eunit^  ireceived 


A  Gurmatifm^Zirmm^  prMche^  at  Bartmmthk  '4^3 
Vim  for  his  IlfOrd  ^pd  King,  iie  \r?nt  home  rejoicmgy  A^ 
viii.  39.  when  Samaria  fti6m|tted  to  his  feeptre,  there  wi» 

reat  joy  in  that  qity,  ASs  viii.  5, 6j  7,  and  let  th?  joy  be  wh:|t 
,  iidH,  t^e  caufes  of  joy  are  greater  than  the  joy  Itf^lf.  But 
tiiofi?  that  belong  to  Satan^s  kingdom,  tliat  love  to  be  under  th|p 
dominiQn  of  (!n,  and  h^te  the  uriAnefi  and  feireriti^s  ofrel}-> 

fiop ;  thefe  are  the  only'malccontents ;  thefe  fret  to  fee  Ghrift% 
ittgdom  enlarged,^  srnd  fecretly  plot  to  dcftroy  it.     Thus  we  . 
'  •  fee  the  agreefyicnt  betwixt  the  day  of  a  king's  coronation  oyer 
!    lki$  fubjecfcs,  and  Chrift's  coronation  over  beljeters. 
I         But  though  they  harmonise  in  thcf^  particulars,  and  dtrcrs 
I    <>the.rs  that  may  b^  named ;  yet, 

I  2fl!/v,  Thcr?  ?rc  a*  many  rcmarkaMc  difference?  and  difiit 
i  grecfneut^  betwixt  them,  but  none  to  the  believers  lofs  Or  dif- 
I  ndvantage ;  for  they  all  fall  on  his  fide  t  As,  ex.  gr,  ^ 
!  ( I.)  It  is  not  the  privilege  of  every  fubje£k,  no,  nor  ef  on^ 
f  ^monjg  many  thoufands,  to  fee  the  king  who  is  ciowned  6ver 
I  it^em,  tp  hear  his  voice,  or  give  their  explicit  oonfent  in  hii 
I  prefcticc  ;  biit  every  fuhjeft  in  Chrill's  kingdom  doA  fee  Ohrift 
f  by  th^  eye  of  faith.  John  vi.  40.  "  He  that  feeth  the  Son,  and 
I  *•  belicveth  on  hini."  Seeing,  and  believing,  arc  terms  con- 
j  ,  v^rtib}^;  they  do  all  hear  his  toice,  and  give  their  explicit 
I  confent  tp  take  him  for  their  B^ing.  Union  with  Chrift  is  not 
I  a  yrot\  to  be  dgnc  by  a  proxy,  or  reprefentative ;  but  it  19  the 
I  tefoh  of  ^  folemn  debate  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  foul. 
[  (2.)  Kings  are  crowned  over  many  that  love  them  not,  bi^ 
I  are  fiOed  with  prejudice  againft  their  perfons  and  government* 
i  ttut  it  caniiotbe  fo  in  the  kingdpm  of  Chrift ;  9h  them  that 
I  Mieve^  he  is  pre^ouu  i  Pet.  ii.  7,  All  Chrift^s  fuUe£bs  iqr€ 
\  liim  above  father  or  mother,  wife  or  children,  yea,  above  their 
I  own  lives ;  othenrlfe  ttiey  cannot  be  his  fubjeds,  Lukexiv* 
I  %6.  They  alfo  delight  in  his  government,  and  notbinr  would  be 
I  more  pleafant  to  their  fouls,  thai^  to  find  evcfy  thou|ht  of  their 
Jieart  brpught  into  fabje£lron  to^him^  2  Cor,  x.  4, 5.  They 
4iafe  npt  cpiifederate  with  his  enemies^  and  will  chufe  rafher 
I  tp  die,  than  fbrfake  him :  They  will  dleem  it  a  giprious  thlng^ 
I  t^oqgfa  their  right  arm  ihould  be  fevered  ffom  tlieir  ftioulde'r'- 
i     blad^,  for  their  regular  endeavours  to  defend  and  fuppprt  the 

crown  upon  thcbead  of  their  royal  Maften 
i        (3.)  "Tlie  relation  betwixt  5|km^  and  his  f\)bjeft«>  may,  and 
I     mtiftbe  diJlblved  by  dead) :  death  fears  not  to  arreft  the  mpfll 
i    potent  monarch  mon  bis  throne,  and  tr^nfl.$te  hii  crown  to  a*' 
j     n^her  head.  j 


'434     ^  Coronaiion^Sermonj^  preached  tit  DarfmevtS. 

But  our  Kiog)  .Cbrift,  lives  for  ever;,  death  hath  no,^onnr 
sion  over  him  :  bis.ki^g4om  is  an  everlafiing  .kingdom^  ani 
his  dominion  that  which  fhall  have  no  end,  Dan.  vii.  13,  14. 
Death  is  fo  farfrom  feparating  Chriitr  and  his  fubje£ls,  that  it 
brings  them  nearer  together  than  ever  they  were  before  -,  k 
brings  them  into  his  immediate  prefence,  to  bis  facial  yifiooi 
:i  Cor.  xiii.i2*  and  fixes  them  there  forever,   h  Thefil  iv.  17. 

(4.)  Kings  may  degenerate  unto  tyrants,  and  fubje&s  imo 
rebels ;  they  may  undermine  the  laws,  iibertiesy  ^uid  religion 
of  their  people:  they  that  rule  over  the  people,  may  maki 
them  to  howi,  Ifa.  lii.  5.  The  world  ia^too  full  of  fuch  in- 
ftances  and  examples ;  but  Chrift  can  never  oppreCs  his  fub- 
je£b$.'  **  The  fceptre  of  his  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre,*'  PfaL 
i|Iv.  6^  "  His  yoke  is  eafy>  and  his  burden  is  light,"  Matth.  xL 
29.  And  his  true  fubjefks  can  never  flaake  off  their  sJlegiana 
to  bim  ;  they  {i\M  r<itber  die,  than  do  it. 

( j.)  Kings  will  not  permit  their  greateft  favourites  to  Ot  i% 
their  thrones  ',,  it  is  their  peculiar  hpnodr^  and  not  connmu«i- 
cable  toany*  Gen.  xH.  40.  ^^  Only  in  the  throne^  I  will  be 
^*  greater  than  thout"  iaid  Pharaoh  to  hi?  Jofeplu    . 

But  Chrift  permits,  and  appoints  all  his  fubjefb  to  fit  with  bi  m 
upon  hjs  throne,  Rev;  iji.  21.  The  glory  which  God  gave  him, 
he  hath  g^ven  to  them,  John  xvii»  22.  What  king  is  like  Chrift? 
.  ^  (6.)  To  cpnclude  :  the  joy  and  triumph  at  a  .king's  corona- 
tion, is  only  among  .men>  in  >  this  lower  world ;  but  the  joj 
and  triumph  at  Chrift's  coronatipii,  js  among  angels  in  heaven, 
Luke  XV.  7.  The  city  o{  God  holds  a  fdemn  triumph  at  the 
converGon  of  a  par^^lar  fiiiner ;,  what  are  the  ihouts  o£  men» 
to  the  jubilations  of  angels  ? 

.    Thos^.you  have  fix.  particuls^a  wherein  they  agre^»  and  as 
niany  in  which  they,  differ.  •  .4       , 

We  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  enquire  into, 

3  J/j^,  The  reafons  why  Chrift's  coronation  over  believers,  is 
the  day  of  the  gladneis  of  his  heart.     And  it  muft  be  fo, 

ii{i.)  Becaule  it  is  Chrift's  marriage-day,  at  leaff  the  day  6£ 
his^efpoufals  ^  and  the  day  of  marriage,  orefpoufab,  is  a  day 
of  joyand  gladiiefs.  Chrift  hath  now  a  new  fpoufe,  a  fool, 
in  which  he  never  dwelt  before ;  and  as  a  bridegroom  rejoiceth 
ever  the  bride^  fo  doth  Chrift  over  believers y  Ifa.  Ixii.  5.  Here 
K  a  new  relation  entered,  and  that  with  the  King  of  kings; 
the  angels  of  God  rejoice  exceedingly  in  it,  but  much  .more 
Chrift,  the  bleffed  Bridegroom. 

(2.)  It  is  Chrift's  day  of  conqueft  and  viftory  over  Satan, 
the  day  in  which  he  hath  depofed  him  from  his  tJKone,  Matth. 


StiL  izipr.  ddivered  a  foul,  of  inv^uabl^  worth  in  his  eyesj  out 
of:  the  power  of  darkncfe,  and  tranflated  it  int^  his  own:  king- 
dom, Col.  i,  13.  and  tjic  day  of  conqueft  is  a  day  of  o^aaOr- 
IJinary  joy  and  triumph,  Ifa.  ix.  3 . .  !  '  , 
•  (3Q  It^is  the  d^y  in  which  he  receive  the  frii^it  aad  reward 
l>f  his  bloody  travels,  knd  titter  agpiiies :  Acre  is  now  a  fon> 
ex  daughter,  bora  to  God,  an  heir  bom  to  the  heavenly  inhe^ 
ritance.  Now  it  is  moil'pleafant  and  joyful  to  Jefus  Chryi,  to 
feeof  the  travail  of  his  foul,  Ifa.liii.:  11.  no  fatififa£tion  in 
this  world  comparable  to  it.  When  a  young  heir  is  jbofiti  to 
the  kingdom  and  crown  oiF  heaven,  I  it  ddferves  a  triumph*. 

(4.)  It  is  the  d^y  in  which  Chrift  finds  a  foul  that  wa$  loft, 
Luke  XV.  5,  6»  What  joy  was^  it'tothe  Father  of  the  pro4igali 
when  he  had  found hcsr lofl Ion  ?  Lukexv.  20.  there  was  mirth 
and  mUiic,  feafting  and  rejoicing :,  "  This  nay  Son  was  loftj 
**  and  is  found;  was  dead,  audJs  alive." 

Poor  fkiners  are  loft  creatures  by  nature,  they  have  lofl  their 
God,  and  therein  then^fekes  toos.  God  hath  loft,  and  the  de- 
vil fbnnd,  every  unrbgetierate  finner:.  all  flxayers  from  .God 
fall  to  his  (hare.  But  this  Ic^s  is  not  irrecoverable;  the  er- 
rand and  end  for  which  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  was  to 
feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft,  Matth.  Kviii.  1 1.  an4 
when  the  fmner  that  was  loft  comes  honied  to  him  by  repen- 
tance and  faith,  he  obtains  the  end  of  his  incarnation,  life,  and 
death,  upon  that  foul ;  which  cannot  but  be  the  day  of  the. 
gladnefs  of  his  heart. 

^  If  then  the  day  of  a  king's  efpouials,  or  marriage,  be  a  day 
of  joy  and  gladnefs  to  his  foul;  if  a  day  of  conqueft,  and  di« 
viding  the  fpoils,  be  a  day  of  joy  to  the  conquerqr,  after  a  (harp 
and  bloody  fight ;  if  it  be.  a  joy  to  a  mother,  after  long  and 
fore  travail,  4:0  embrace  her  in  her  aims,  and  kifs  the  child» 
for  whom  (he  endured  fo  njany  bitter  throws  ;  if  it  be  a  joy  to 
a  father  to  find  and  recover  a  child  that  was  loft,  and  as  dead 
to  him  I  in  a  word, .  if  it  be  high  delight  and  fatisfa£tion  to  fee 
a  great  defign,  on  which  the  heart  is  intently  fet,  brought  at 
laft,  by  orderly  conduft,  to  the  defired  happy  ifTue  ^  then  let 
us  allow  the  day  of  a  finnef's  coming  into  Chrift  by  convtrti- 
on,  to  be  as  a  coronation- day  co  a  king,  the  day  of  bis  elpou- 
lals,  and  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart. 

•  U/e  I.    This  point,  like  a  fruitful  root,  fends  forth  many 

branches,  and  all  loaden  with  diverfity  of  fruits.     The  lirft 

is  for  informatioji,  in  feveral  inferences  from  it. 

V.  Inference  j .  Be  informed  from  hence,  what  is  the  true  csul 

^    lii  ^2  ^ -  J 

'■■■■'         ,  ■  ■  '1 


Mdrnfo€lS6ttaii'»n|eattd^pkdagtfiiiftdicg«iQlel#  aadAt 
iMft  paiiiful,  aUe»  ana  fiiecefiifiil  prndiers  of  i$  in  die  w<»li 
TkegicatdoGgaof  thcgo^ly  and  of  all  dnt  fincerely  prcad 
k»  istowinandperfuadeSauaa^fabjefiatDfiMlakc  hu  ^radi 
liB^vfti  aftd  tfTdniiioal  go»emmeitt,  and  fubfemt  te  tbe  kii^- 
dtMti  and  ftoptrt  cf  the  Lard  |eftia»    What  is  die  prearcliiflf 
cKf  die  go^,  bntdiefMiiding  of  a;trumtieckidw  deviFs  kinf* 
dDi^  to  win  his  lubjejSh  from  their  all^niice  to  him,  to  pciH 
daim  anodicr  king  in  his  territories  i  Every  faidtfnl  ttiim« 
^r^  bufinefe  is,  to  gather  thefe  wretched  iraffids  U  Statan  t<^' 
tber,  and  fet  bdbre  them  the  miferftble  captivity  and  bondip 
iheyareifi,  aiuter  diat  tyrant  that  rqles  o^er  theaa^  (whi^ 
lavs»  like  Draco's,  are  wrftasn  in  die  bteod  nf  their  ioulsV  d 
tttwgeraae  their  fin  and  nMfery)  and  aa  )tt  d^tih  knoVr  hdw 
WilUng  Chrift  ii  to  receive  and  fare  theaiif  if  fbey  will  reamnot 
and  abandon  Satan's  government.  To  fet  bo^re  tfaenn  the  Uef* 
fcd  fieedein,  and  glorious  prlinl^^  of  d>e  fiifajefta  of  Chrift; 
to  faefiBoch  and  p^uade  theni)  to  brealt.away  fromi^ir  oU 
truel  inafter,  and  dome  over  to  Chrift:  toaniwer  aUditir 
pleas  and  objdEUons  againft  n^  and  to  denounce  the  venMb  d 
Godagainft  all  the  refofers  of  Chrift'a  graoious  proclannaiicB. 
)4ow  Satan  is  not  ^norant  ^f  aH  this ;  he  efteeni»  thb  lofik  of 
<Mie,  much  more  tlw  revolt  «(F  many,  a  gieacer  mifehief,  than  a 
Ving  reckons  the  iois  of  a  kingdoin :  aoMl  to  fee  diem  bnndi  a* 
way  lb  fftft  from  him,  ^  W  lifted  to  fight  againft  faim ;  0 
how  it  gratiss  ^hat  envious  fpirit,  and  fharpeos  falsmaliq^  9iga^ 
she  in^mentt  and  agents  ivi  this  work  i    *  This,  as  n  *  kte 
worthy  fpeaks^  torments  the  foul^rit,  tofcje  himfrlf  £arfrkep 
of  his  old  friends  and  fervams>  and  thia  new  Lord  to  cMj^ao^ 
lake  away  has  f)ilfe£ts  froQ>  him.    Hence  come  prfecutidnty 
ilahden,  ^e.  inftowess,  uponCbrift's  ^uthfrd  niini(leBs«*  H( 
knows  his  kingdom  of  darkiMsfs  muft  va|iilh,  as  the  Kgk$  of  dKt 
goipe)  fifl»^  and  fpreads  itMf.    Yon  read,  Rev.iiiv.  6, 7.  <A 
^<  an  angel  flying  in  the  midft  of  bea?en,  having  the  everbftuig 
f<  gofjpel  tQ  preach  to  diem  that  dwell  on  the  earths''    ^nd  ia 
ver.  S.  yoi;  have  another  angel  fpUowipg  him,  faying^  BafyloA 
fsfalUny  isfalkn  m-  that  gr^^  eiiy !  NK>fpbner  is  the  two-edgt 
ed  fwordpf  tbegofpel  dirawn,  biittbe  next  voic^  is>  Vt&ry^ 
vx£lory  i  He  knows  eyery  home-charge  made  by  die  goipdt 
will  iflke  in  a  rputof  hit  infernal  kgi<m.    Now  miiuners 
f  oming  forth  a^pnnil  bim  as  heralds^  to  proejaim  ChriA's  rigki^ 
^d  as  captains  of  tbe  army  of  Chrift,  thtir  genetad  \  be  owxs 
tllSlfV^  P^f^  l^udge,  and  freks  evesy  wa.y  iaiio|^  th^ 
f  esiflal'$||rft^|m«,|.5^. 


I  tnmtdiiy  ini  deftrbf  their  p^rd^tiSi  And  furely  bt  fasKlr  ptiilt^ 
I  «d  hard  at  tbem^  and  itnide  defperate  attempts  stgsiitift  tbcfiift^ 
I  in  our  days*  M(^  dcmk  bot  it  wai  rdskc^ed  a.  gr^tft  ftrt ilii 
i  diite  tiiib)  «0r  fliAt  t^  the  iiMMith^of  fomtfmy  ^  idfu^^  \m  iM 
i  tfane  draw9  nigk^  thtcBiibyton  tmifl  fill,  aiSMl  titore  fhac  e6tild 
I  Hot  May  fkew  A&k  ftMtf«  <»i  emh,  muil  fly  in  thd  osldft  «f 
I  lieav^iH  with  tim  ivdrloftittg  gofp«}.  The  de^d  n^meS^  0t 
Chrift  fliaU  fatftr  Ibeitly  a  gteit  ^oke  fit>m  he^en^  f^|f^ 
Am^  s^  A/MifT )  Slid  they  fiidtl  ifcctid  i^  a  elotidy  tlh^#  eniiMiei 
beholding^  but  not  ^U  znj  mme  w  hlnMr  thtm. 

the  difeoimigimi^A  and  feftrs  ^  buftibkd  flftd  cdiiviit^d  ftn^ 
aersy  chit  }diu»  Chrift  will  f«jd£i  thM^,  aiid  flMit  the  d^r  of 
Jttarcyagaiiiftthemy  if  chef  flvMtd  gO'to  bimi  dtifd  t^cbett 
f(K»r  finful  foul  ttponf  hi ^  Dy  fsMtti  ? 

Cortainiy  fuch  perfeiM  ftsMr,  whcnr  fM>  fear  is^  That  irhidi 
I  ii  die  €Ofkti»aiidaf  Chrift,  the  6affi«ft  defire  of  hk»  foid,thai 
a£]:  which  makes  his  h«art  g^,  a»  tern  teift  fpdattsv  ean  nefiir 
iMot  with  fweh  ^  tepttlfe  a«  yea  fear.  Was  i^ye^  %m  king  iin- 
wttiing  to  haff e  the  ^rowti  fet  i^fl  bisr  head  ?  Did'  they  ufe  fd 
^wttiipMtthdrfitbj«£kBtbaca9e  upoti  riie  knec^,  t^rtderiiig 
their  homage  and  allegianae  f^  thdl»  ?  Mt^,  ffO^  it  H(!bed«f 
of  the  gladndb  of  their  hearts.  Reifetmce  ^y  old  mafter  Sa^n, 
give  a  biU  of  dlvofceto  thofe  teflft  which  h«ve  rtigiled  OiW  thy 
iboU  ponder  well  Chrift'i^t^frmsy  atfith«artlfyeOAf^nctd(themy 
Md  try  whether  he  wilt  not  quiekly  ecmfifte  theft  Vaiti  fe^d  of 
thine,  and  fully  make  good  his  gradoos,  fv^eet,  ixxA  moAlei^ 
eouraging  word,  John  tf.  37^  ^  Him*  that  cotft^h  unto  me^I 
^  wiainnotrifeoiftovr/'  Afnreetmcouragemerft  to^eont^ 
ifigfotitr  And  becatife  fenfe  of  guilt  atid  OtfWonhkiefs'tifudry 
doubles  thei^  fearsi  Chrift  halh  caufed  a  dotiUe  ttpivft  «o  bd 
pfiit  ifno  that  texti  on  purpofe  to  obviaite  their  fearSi  atfd  dtfcotl^ 
vagements^ ;  »^«  u&^oi»i  ^a\  I  will  not) mo^  I  wiH  not :  dr^  ats  w« 
ftttde*,  ^  I  wai  in  no  wife  caft  him  o»ut.**  Mk^  ol  delight 
ibw  freely,  and  eafilyr  and  fd  doth  this.     ' 

Inf.  p  What  an  high  and  honourabre  teli^ttion  doth  hiAt 
bring  ^  fou^  ot»  fhmet  into  I  The  day  of  converfioh  is  the  da/ 
of  that  foid^s  efpoafals  tO'Cbrtft.  ^  n 

A  kvAg  from  heaven  makes  fttit  for  a  poor  finner'i  hearty 
Woo's  for  union  with  finful  creatures,  rejoices  ex<56edirtg1y^ 
when  he  wins  their  confent,  and  efpoufes  thenr  forever  to  him- 
iftlfyWhen'he  obtains  it;  fop conttd&us  h  nodding  elfe,  b^r 
pmfenfiU  es^ptieatUss  a  con&a£i:  is  confent  explsihied,'  in  affirm 
/pativepkiO  t^ds^  d^ppie/hti.    I  d«  difelaklfi  ajftd  fdr  ever 


43'  .  A  Cer^natioH'SHwonf  preached  "at  DartnieM%* 
lenounce  all  others;  aad  willingly  yield  up  mybQUt  and 
life  to  Jefus  Chriit.  Nowy  ex  (^ntraJRu  t>rifur  vmculwn^  an 
obligation  refults  from  this  contra^  with  Chrift,  and  -a  moft 
honourable  myfdcal  union  with  -  him.  <<  He  that  ki ,  joinod  id 
•*  the  Lord|  is  one  fpirit,*'  i  Cor<  vi.  17*  The  ^reateft  ho- 
nour that  was  «Ter  put  upon  the  human  nature^  was  by  its  af- 
fumption  into  union  with  the  Son  (tf  God,  hypoftaticaily  ;  and 
the  greateft  honour  that  can  be  dene  to  our  .perib(nS|  is  by  our 
union  with  Chrift,  myilically ;  hereby  we- become  **  Members 
**  of  his  body*  of  his  fleih,  and  of  his  bones/'  £ph.  v.  :}o. 
the  fpoufe  of  Chiift.  O  what  a  preferment  i$  this  !  What  foul 
feels  not  itfelf  lifted  up  far  above  atlintfthly  honours^  in.  fuch 
a  relation  to  Chrift  as  this  ?  The  nobles  and  barons  of  the 
IjingdQms,  think  it.a  preferment  to  ferve  the  queen;  and  the 
angels  of  heaven  do  not  think  themfelves  degraded^  by  per- 
forming fervice  to  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife.  Well  might 
great  Conftantinc  prefer  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
churchy  to  that  of  being  Jiead  <^  an  empire. 

Let  all  the  faints  underftand  their  dignity  and  privileges,  by 
this  their  honourable  union  with  Chrift  \  and  with  it  let  them 
balance  all  the  reproaches,  fcoms,  and  contempts^  this  viie 
world  loads  them  with  for  his  fake. 

Inference  4.  Be- informed  htnce^  9/ the  drenc^ul  and  damning 
nature  of  the  Jin  of  unbelief:  a  fin  that  quefiions^  yea^  denies 
Chri/i^s  ri^ht  to  rtde  nnver  thefoui;  blinds  the  mind^  hardens  the 
heart ^ftrffens  the  wiU^  and  makes  the  fml  objlinate  and  inflexible 
to  ail  the  graciotis  tenders  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpeL 

Unbelief  is  the^  poiibnous  breath  of  Satan,  whifperingjea- 
loufies,  furmifes,  and  dangerous  prejudices  againft  Chrift  in- 
to the  eai*  of  the  foul,  and  all  tending  to  this  miibbievous  de- 
fign  and  purpofe,  viz,  to  hinder  cr  break  the  treaty  of  the 
fpiritual  marriage  betwtict  Chrift  and  the  foul.  Now  it  will  be 
digging  at  the  very  root  and  foundation  of  the  aflenting  ad, 
and  thus  it  whifpers,.  how  canft  thou  be  fure  of  the  reality  of 
the  things  reported  in  the  gofpel  ?  Is  it  not  pofiible  they  may 
be  devifed  fables,  the  .cunning  artifices  of  men,  to  keep  the 
world  in  zytQ  ?  Thou  fiever  faweft  Chrift,  for  whofe  fake  thou 
art  fo  eameftly  foilicited  to  renounce  all  thy.  real,  fweet,  and 
prefent  comforts  and  enjoyments.  Then  it  dilates  rhetorically 
upon  the  fevere  terms  of  the  gofpel,  advifes  the  foul  to  think 
fadly,  how  hard,  grievous,  and  unreafonable  the  .demands  of 
Chrift  are,  Lukexiv.  26.  "If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate 
<<  not  bis  father  and  naother,  wife  ^nd  children,  brethren  and 
**  fifters,  yea,  and  his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.*' 


A  -C^^natm^Semwn^  preached  e^t  Dartmont^h^        435^ 

How    likeft  thou  this,,    foul  ?    Here    ^e  all  thy  principal 

comfortsj  thy  moft;  dear  and  defir^blcjthirjgs  in  the  worldt 

both  perfonal  and  relativei  to  be  forfaken^  yea,  bated  for  Chrift's 

fake :  the  terms  are  fet  fo  hlgh^  that  ^.  man  muft  lofe,ihi« 

brai|i$  and  bowels  too,  faith  unbelief^  before  he  qan  be  wro^ghc 

up  to  thjsm.     Canft  thou  endi^re  to  fee  all  tlic  labours  of  thy 

life  ta  become  a  prey  to  thine  enemies  ?  That  which  hath  cott 

thee  fo  much  ftudy  and  toil,  fcattered  and  .4e(broyed  in  a  day^ 

when  it.  is  yet  in  the  pow^  of  thine  hand  to  fave  all ;  thy  ha^ 

bitation  to  caft  thee  out^.   thy  pleafant  fields   poiTeiTed    by 

ftrangers:  Impius  has  fegetes\  haft  thou  hardiuefs  enough  to 

encounter  beggary  ?  to  nght  with  hunge.^,  third,,  and  naked- 

iiefs  ?  to  lie  in  a  nafty  goal,  to  endure  a  parting  pull  with 

neax:eft  rcbti ves,  which  are  aS:  thine  own  foul  ? .  But  y A  there 

are  harder  trials  than  thefe.     Canil  thoh  endure  a  tormentmg 

death,  by  cruel  barbarous  enemies  ?  Canft  thou  ftand  qjuietl]^ 

at  a  ftake,  arid  endure  t^e  exquifite  torments  of  the  fire,  an4 

that  in  the  fulnefs  of  thy.time,  whilft  thou  art  in  the  flower  of 

thine  ag^,  fulnefs  of  thy  f€;nfqs,-  and  haft  fo  fair  a  profpedt  of 

many  pleafant  years  before  thee>  and  all  thi&  for  an  unfeeit 

glory  in  another  world  ?  Thefe  are  ihe  feeling  argunvcnts  urge4 

by  infid^ity,  againft  embracinig.  Chrift'^  overtur?^  in  the  goi 

fpei,  or  coming  under  the  fceptre  of  this  new  Lord :  apd  ytith 

how  many  do  they  prevail ;  thus  Satan  fixes  his  fubjecb, .  a^4 


'       makes  theiri  feCure  to  himfelf. 


But  finner,  if  God  have  any  intension  of  faying  ipierqy  19 
'       thy  foul,  thou  fhalt  feel  the  more  potent ,  principles  of  divine 

faith  and  love  over-powering  and  fuba^ling  the^  carnal  ipea- 
I        fonings  within  thy  foul.  '  It  is  admirable  to  behold  the  Almigh* 

ty  influences  of  grace  upon  nature  \  how  the  drawings  of  th? 

Spirit,  his  omnipotent  pull  at  the  heart,  makes  the  ftrongefl 

ties  this  world  hath  upon  it,  to  give  way,  and  cafily  to  loofe* 
1  Mark  X.  28.  "Lord,  we  have  left  all,  and  followed  thee." 
>  If  not,  but  thou  be  fixedly  r^fplved  not  to  change  Satan's  govern* 
!  ment  for  Chrift's  j  if  thou  fay  in  thy  heart,  and  fland  to  that 
(  faying,  I  will  never  confent  to  fuch  hard  conditions  ;  then  he%f 
i  thy  fentence,  read  thy* mittimus,  Luke  xix»  27.  "  But  thofe 
t  V  mine  enemies,  that  would  not  that  I  fhouldreigj)  oyer  them  1 
I  "  bring  hither,  and  flay  them  before  me/'  .The  fentence  is 
i  •  dreadful,,  the  execution  furc  ;  thy  uribeli^f  will  as  furely  daiwn 
I  thee,  as  a  milftone  about  thy  neck,  in  the  roidft  of  the  fei,  will 
;  drown  thee,  Mark.  xiv.  16.  "  He  ^hat  believeih  not,  fhall .  ba 
I        «  damned."    Thou^haft  caft  the  vilefl  dilhonour.  upon  Chrift^ 


i^ 


A 


44^      A  CormiatUn^Sermmf  pr$acbei  at  Darfnwuth. 

iImw  haft  reje£led  theonlj  iraj^of  iaivicifm ;  and  iriiat  can  tb 

•due  of  diy  final  unbelief  be,  but  ruin  and  deftru^cm  ? 

UJk  It.  My  next  w«rk  will  b^  perfuafire  work,  to  fpSm  tbt 
confent  of  the  feult  to  come  binder  &e  tocfjiltic  and  gcnrenif 
flifatt)f  Chrlft ;  to  make  bis  beart  ^d,  and  yotnrfelves  hzm 
fop  eveti  by  y<Mir  efpoiifida  to  htm ;  4^i\A  O  Aat  f  coyid  Ad 
day  lb  reprefent  this  king  in  his  glory,  (p  difcpv^  the  tnlferaUc 
thraldom  you  are  in  under  Batumi  and  yoor  lu^  ;  fo  cl^ar  pp 
die  reafiMtablenefs  and  eafineft  of  Chri/n  term^  and  deniand^ 
l}iat  there  might  be  as  ehearfiil  and  he^rtv  (diop^  not  lb  loaa 
and  audible)  an  applaufe,  and  acelaiQaiions  returned  to  demand 
erf  your  confent  to  Chrii^  as  this  dgy  ar^  or  ever  W^ere  ^t  the 
conMiation  of  any  king. 

I.  And  to  this  end,  firft  conflder  the  ^OTY  wA  dignity  of 
the  perfon  of  Ghrift ;  he  is  the  Son  of  Qo4  by  nature,  dif 
brigbtne£i  of  his  ^ory,  and  the  exprcfi  image  pf  his  perfon^ 
Heb.  M.  *'  He  is  the  Prinze  of  tb?  kii|^  of  tfa^  caith^*'  Re? . 
a:  5.  The  meft  glorious  monarditbat  ^qt  fwajed  a  ftreptnp 
over  men,  is  but  as  a  worm  of  the  earth,  or  a  delppabl«  inJi*£t 
in  the  air,  compared  with  Solomon  iii  his  glory;  the  moil  per- 
fed  beauty  in  the  creatures,  beneath  pr  abpre,  is  Uacki^ds  ;m4 
^defiormity,  in  comparifon  with  Chrift :  the  beauty  of  rofes,  li- 
lies, flm,  ftars,  angels,  is  not  worthy  to  be  meritioqed  in  com* 
pavifon  with  Chrift :  ^  Thou  art  fpirer  (iaith  his  fpoufe)  tbati 
^  the  fonsof  men/'  None  ever  (xm  faim  faVitigly  by  the  rye 
of  &tth,  but  were  charmed  into  his  bofoni  by  lote.  Ti|e  6019! 
vifion  oi  Chrift  is  the  feaft  of  Ueffed  fouls  above. 

This  king  of  glory  makes  fuit  £^r  yoyr  hearts  tfii^  day ;  bf 
wop*8  for  your  confent  \  he  paftd  bv  apoftate  ^itgcls,  not  opce 
•Raking  them  a  tender  of  reconciliation  or  uqion,  bpt  cpi|)ef 
to  you  in  his  red  garments,  glorious  tp  hisapparf^I  i  he  ihcd  his 
invaluable,  bioodTto  redeem  vou  to  God;  he  loved  you,  anj 
gave  hififelf  for  you :  if  tnere  be  a  chrop  of  love  ip  your 
hearts,  met^inks  the  excellency  of  Chrift  {noi^4  ?^ra^  and 
engage  it.  Write  that  man  i|  b^aft,  a  (cnfelefsfto9k)  tfiai:  h^di 
no  lovefor  Chrift^ 

t.  Confider,  What  a  bleffi^d  Aate,  abounding  with  glorious 
and  invaluable  ^ivileges, your  9onfentto  ^eChrrft's  i$  {ritrodpc- 
tive  to :  it  opens  to  all  privileges,  mercies,  and  ble^ngs,  de- 
ilraUe  in  the  eyes  of  men ;  it  opens  into  freedoip  and  libertvi 
from  the  the  vaAalage  of  Satan,  thetervitude  of  fin,  the  curfip 
of  the  law,  the  danger  of  wrath  to  come.  Jphn  viii.  3^.  "H 
^"^  the  Swi,  therefere,  make  you  free,  then  arc  ye  free  indeed/^ 
It  opens  the  door  into  reft  and  peace ;  peace  with  Go(}, 


{jj^stee  in  your  o\rn  contfciaoces^  Rom.  y«  1%  t^  3^  The  deslid- 

.  oufnefs  of  peace  joM  nerer  yet  tafted^  who  afe  ftrailgers  id 

Chrift ;  nor  ev^  (hall»  till  you  CGnfent  to  be  his^  Re¥»  ii*  i|. 

,This  fliail  iie  your  fupportj  aihidft  all  the  ecHifufiond  fmd  di« 

fixai£tionSy  hunies  and  tumults^  of  tbid  reftleis  and  iinc}bi€t 

-world.  Mic«  V.  5.  ^*  This  man  fliall  be  the  peace  trhcii  the  M- 

.^^  fyrian  eomecb  into  oUr  laitd^  and  wben  he  fliaU  ttead  in  ouf 

«  palaces."  Chrift  hath  pitched  his  ftandafd  in  the  gof^li  r^^ 

S^r  unto  it»  come  Under  bis  banacry  and  lift  yourfelve^  amdng 
isfaithfal  fubje£bSy  and  the  glory ol  the  'vrorld  to  come  i^youf'si 
if  you  Qvercpme,  and  be  fiuthful  unto  death,  Ret.  iii<  21.  Tfa^ 
fubjefls  of  Chrift,  in  this  kingdom  of  grace,  are  Ibortly  ta  be 
^1  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  glory>  Rom.  viH.  ^«k 

3..  Confider  the  mifevable  bondage  you  are  m>#  ia^  4V^ 
-whom  Satan  niles,  and  bpw  your  oonditioit  ftill  gro^s  iN<^orfe 
ttnd  worfe,  till  it  (hall  not  be  capable  of  any  fuither  additi«fi(}f 
faifery^  to  make  itmoreabfolutdy  and  completely  miftra^e; 

You  are  now  without  Gody  Without  a  promifey  withotn:; 
fieace^  withcmt  the  par^n  of  one  fini  £ph«  ii.  la.  Yottbai^e 
no  communion  with  God,  nor,  title  to  beateo ;  ftn^es  to  ^^ 
fcrdid  lufts.  Tit.  iii.  3,  you  ate  under  the  curfi^  6aL  iif.  f  i^ 
condemned  already,  John  iii.  18.  and  wbenetrer  you  die  but  d£ 
Chrift,  you  {hall  die  m  your  fins,  John  viii.  24.  He  thail  wa^ 
your  ruler  in  the  world,  is  to  be  bot!h  your  compatiicfn  Mk 
tormentor  in  die  world  to  come,  Mattb.  X}tv^4t. 

Is  this  a  condition  to  be  fatisfied  in  ?  Can  yon  ileep  qitietty 
in  your  chains  i  O  metbinksthe  poor  prifoners  of  Satail  iboull 
iigh  and  cry,  through  the  grates  of  the  prifon^  cfj^ecialiy  i^beii 
thnr  are  informed  of  deliverance  at  the  door« 

You  have  no  reafon  to  fcare  at  the  term»  and  (Niiid(tion# 
propounded  to  you  by  Chrift }  they  are  e^Ual,  i^^eeiary^  and 
eafy,  Matth.  xi.  29*  ^*  Come  unto  me ;  my  yoke  is  eafy»  vabA 
f*  my  burdenis  Hght.:H»s eom^nandsare not  giievous,''  i  Jefaii 
T.  3.  ^^  All  his  ways  are  pleafantnefS)  and  all  hie  patfaa  arb 
<*  peace/'  Prov.  iii-  17.  «  The  joy  of  the  Lord  fiiall  be  your 
^  ftrengtb/'  Nehemiah  *viii,  i®.  If  .thefe  be  repenting  worb^ 
beUeving  wortf,  fin-mortifying  work,  or  ftiffering  Worku>r  you^^ 
there  is  alfo  a  fuitable  provifion  of  divine  affiftanee,  to  enslble 
and  carry  you  through  it  all.  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  *<  My  grace  is  hS^ 
**  ficient  for  thee."  If  men  call  you  out,  God  Will  receive  ^oii^ 
a  Cor.  vi.  17,  18.  If  any  fiiarp  trial  befal  you»  there  is  n  door 
of  eicape  prepared  for  your  outlet,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  If  you  meet 
with  trpuble  in  tiie  world,  you  ftiaU  not  fftil  of  peace  in  ChHfts 
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John  xvi.  33.  If  you  lofe  any  outward  enjoyment  for  Chriftfe 
fake>*it  (hall  be  Fecompenced  an  hundred-fold  in  this  world, 
.  befide^  the  reward  of  heaven  herea&er^  Matth.-  six.  29.  If  you 
be  caft  in  prifon  for  Chriit,  the  Comforter  fliall  come  from  hea- 
ven, and  reft  upon  you  there,  i  Pet.  iv.  i  j,  14.  If  you  fu£Fer 
with  him,  you  fliall  reign  with  himy  a  Titn^ii^  12. 
.  -What  think  ye^  breil>pen,  of  Chrift's  terms  now  i  What  h 
there  here,  for  men  to  fcace  and  fright  at  i  Can  you  mend 
yourfelves  elfewhere  ?  O  when  fliall  the  match  be  made  ? 
/When  will  you  come  to  Chr ift,,  and  tiy,  *  Lordj  I  heartily 
*  confent  to  take  thee  for  my  King  :.  1  am  pleafed  with  the 
/  hardeft  condition  required  in  thy  word  ?' 

4.  hajily^  Be  convinced  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  all  that 
you  can  pretend  againfl  this  great  duty^  If  you  fay,  ^fhe  pains 
0f  mortification  are  hard,  you  muft  in  Feafon  yield,  that  the' 
pains  of  damnation  are.  harder,  and  that  it  is  better  for  you  to 
*<  enter  into  lif»,  halt  and  maimed,  than  having  two  eyes  or 
«  hands,,  to  be  caft  into  hell  \  where  the  woMn  die*  not,  and 
««  where  the  fire  is  not  qjienched/'  Matth.  v.  29.  If  you  fay,  yoo 
have  no  power  to  coihe  to  Chrift,  your  con^fciences  will  pre- 
fently  tell  you,  that  you  never  yet  put  forth  che.uttermoft  power 
that  yoH  have,  in  ftriving  for  your  own.  falvation  :  It  will  alib 
,teU  you,  that  you  fuppofe  you  have  fueh  a  power ;  eife  why 
have  you  fo  long  delayed  repentance  and  oouverfion  upon  this 
pretence,  that  you  will  feriouflypcrfoim  them  hereafter  ?  Be- 
•fides,  though  your  endeavours  do  not  oblige  God  to  do  that 
for  you,  you  cannot  da  of  yourfelves ;  yet  it  i&  more  probable 
he  will  do  foy  when-  you  ftrive  to  your  utmoft,  than  when 
you  carelefly  neglecl  thofe  duties,  and  give  yourfelves  up  to 
the  contrary  courfes. .  If  you  fay,  lyou  woi^ld  ftrive,  if  you 
Vere,  aflured  of  fuccefs,  arul  that  you  fhould  be  received  and 
acceded  by  Chrift,  if.  you  came  unto  him,  and  did  caft  your 
poor  fouls  upon  him  i  you  can  anfwer  yourfelves,  if  you  wilf, 
that  you  daily  fpend  your  time,  pains,  and  ftudtes,  upon  le£- 
fer  things,  having  no  alTurancc  at  all  of  fuccefs*  The  hufband- 
man  toijs  rail  day  at  plough,  .yet  is  not  aflured  of  a  good  har- 
veft ;  his  corn  may  die  in  the  'feed,  or  be  blafted  in  the  ear. 
The  mariner  ventures  his  eftate  on  the  i!ea,  yet  hath  no  af- 
furance  of  a  good  return  ;  the  ibip  may  mifcarry.  The  mi-  - 
ner  will  dig  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  juid  try  here  and 
there ;  yet  hath  no  affurance  he  (hall  find  that  rich  vein  of  ore, 
th^  (hall  rccompence  his  coft  and  pains.  Now  if  men  will  la- 
bour fo  hard,  and  adventure  fo  much  upon  uncertainties,  Ibc 
^  little  of  the  v/orld  \  doth  u&t  your  own  reafon  conclude^  yon 
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nought  to  do  morci  and  adventure  further  than  any  of  them,  to 
cAtain 'Chrift,  and  eternal  falvatiou  ?  O  ftrive,  ftrive  to  make 
your  efcapc  out  of  Satan's  kingdom,  to  Chrift :  Sit  not  with  ' 
fdlded  hands  6n  the  feats  of  floth,  faying.  It  is  to  no  purpofe. 

Suppofc  yourfelves  now  upon  your  death-bed^  all  earthly^ 
comfof^  infiptd 'things  to  you,  confcience  prefaging  the  wrath 
to  come,  time  and  hope  ending  together  i  wpuld  you  not  then 
ivifh,  O  that  we^iad  been  ruled  and  governed  by  Chrift'e  laws 
and  Spirit,  and  not  by  Satan,  and  our  own  luih !  Had  we  beea 
the  fer^ants  of  Chrift,  we  had  now  been  going  to  Chrift  -,  had 
he  governed,  he  would  have  faved  us :  but  his  fenrants  we  are 
40  whom' we  obey :  W.e  have  ferved  our  lufts,.  and  the  wages 
^  fin  is  death. 

-Or  fuppofeyott  ^wtfae  glory  of  ^eaven^  or  the  horrors  of  . 
iiell ;  that  you  heard  the  hallelujahs  of  the  pa4n>bearing  mul- 
;titude,  or  .the  ihrieks  of  damned  ;caft-aways ;  would' it  be  fo 
iadifierenta  thkigtoyou,  Aether  you  ob^yChrift's  call,  or 
no  ?  Believe  it,  .thefe  aremo  devifed  fables,  outdo  really  exifl:^ 
/"whether  you  mind  them,  or  not.  And  why  fliould  you  not  : 
fuppofe,  and  foretbtnk  diings  fo  fure,  and  fo  njgh  ?  A  fweet 
voice icomes  from  heaven  this  day,'  iayiiig^  let  all  that  expedt 
to  enjoy  the  glory  that  is,  here,  fee  that  they  fiibmit  heartily  to 
Chrift's.fceptre  s  for  be  fave^  no  more  than  .he  rules.:  And  the 
w^ole  bumber  of  the  ^orified  in  heaven  is  makeup  of  fuch  as  . 
heartily.cloied  with  Chrift'^  term^  on  earth.  A  dreadful  voice 
comes  up  from  hell,  .crying  (as  it  were)  ^n  yourxar^i  as  ever 
you  expe&  to  efcape  tne  miferies  and  torments  that  are  here« 
do  not  rejefk  Chrift -s  yoke  and  government  as  we  did :  Our' 
yielding  up  of  ourfdLves  to  the  fway.and  government  of  our 
Ittfts,  was  our  riiin. 

UfelSl.  To  conclude:  Let  aH  men  try  Aeir  own  eftates^ 
;9ihd  examine  to  what  king  they  do  indeed  belong,  and  whofe 
fubjedls  in  truth  they  are,  Chrift's  or  Satan's  5  for  thefe  two 
kingdoms  divide  the  whole  world.  Godliath  furniflied  us  with 
felf-refle&ing  powers ;  we  are  able  to  retire  out  of  the  confiif- 
ed  noifes  of  the  worJd^  and  ik  retired  in  ^he  innermoft  clofet 
of  our  own  fouls,  where  none  but  God  and  our  confdences 
ihallbe  privy  to  our  debates;  and  there  folemnly  demand  of - 
our  confcience,  and  charge  it  to  make  plain  and  faithful  an^^ 
iwers  td  fu<:h  queftions  and  enquires  as  thefe : 
'  j^/^.  I.  To  whom  do  I  yield  the  mojft  prompt,  cbearful  arid 
xonftant  obedience  ?  To  the  commands  of  Chrift,  or  to  the  fojr 
jijcitations  of  Satan  and  my  own  lufts  f  He  that  hath  my  obe- 
<^VisX!^  the  fame  is  my  Lord  and  King,  Aomt  vi*  it^  *'  Xa 


<f  whom  jt  yield  yourfclTes  fervants  to  obey,  his  fervants  ft 
^*  are  to  whom  ye  obey.*'  When  God  and  confcience  caU«  foo 
|to  pray»  apd  the  world  calls  me  off  to  ^^ttend  itft  ecfoariog  pka^ 
fures,  ai^i  imnciieflary  ep:«ployinems  ^  which  of  cbefe  calls  do 
I  pay  ohodieoce  to  ? 

^lejL  z*  W  ho  goyerm  the  fepret  and  tmfeen  p^yt  of  my  Ufe' 
That  every  mail  is»  in  the  aceouot  of  God>  which  be  i^  in  fer 
pet,  Aom.  ii.  aS,  29.  Now  whp  i^  king  in  the  cbfet  i  And 
wfaat  rules  dp  my  thoughts  move  by  ?  If  Chi^ft  bring  my 
thoughts  into  obediet^e,  fo  that  I  dare  notJndulgiK  to  myfelf  4 
jGnful  liberty  to  eajoy  the  fpeculative  pleafure  of  die  (um  I  faav« 
a£Ud,  pr  would  2^^  had  I  opportunity  lor  it ;  And  if)  a|n  in 
^he  fear  of  Qod  when  alone,  and  piake  confcien^e  pf  my  (iecret, 
fis  well  7fi  ppbHc  duties  ;  then  1 9m  upder  Cfarift's  govennf 
ment,  and  he  is  king  of  my  foul,  2  Qor^  x.  5.  Matth^  yi.  5/ 
But  ii'  I  make  an  external  ftew  of  obedience  t6  Chrift,  aiul  ie^ 
fcretly  obey  my  lu(b }  i  am  realty  the  ftrvan^of  6n,  a|ul  belong 
to  another  king.  Q  my  confjpience  I  what  £^yeft  thou  to  thefe 
things? 

i^^*  }r  Whom  do  I  follow,  or  heartily  re&lve  to  fiollow, 
when  it  pomestoa  parting^point  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  woiid  | 
^hen  )  mpft  pleare  to  the  one,  and  forfake  the  other  /  Mattk. 
yi.  24.  Do  1  with  full  pui^fe  of  heart  cleave  to  the  Lord  ?  A6N 
xi.  23.  Is  it  my  fincere  refolutiop  to  ipllow  the  i.amb  whttifierr 
ibever  he  goeth  ?  Rev.  xiv.  4.  Or  have  I  fecret  refenres  to  quit 
Chrift's  fervicp,  apd  give  religion  the  flip,  when  it  comes  ta 
freal  diftrefs  apd  difficulty  f  Th<^fe  are  founding  queftions^  and 
ivi^  difcprer  yr\^iP  government  we  arc  pnder. 

rim  (:  ONCIUSIQN.     - 

Thfis  I  fa^v|5  endeavoured  to  fpiritualize  and  impfove  the 
ficeaA  an.d  folemii  a£licp8  pf  this  good  day;  a  day  for  whicti 
(I  hope)  the  children  yet  unborn  (hall  praiie  the  Lofd.  'How 
$appy  will  our  kinjg  and  c}u«;en  be,  if  they  reign  over  a  people 
that  Chrift  reigneth  over  ^  aidd  will  cofifcieiitioufly  pay  them  o^ 
hedienpe  ip^  and  for  the  |x)rd  !  J  believe  it  will  be  a  greater 
joy  to  their  fouls,  to  fee  you  fet  the  crown  upon  Chrift's  headj^ 
inyoiirfubje^ianto  his  laws,  than  to  fee  the  imperial  aown  of 
England  fet  upon  their  pwp  he;^.  }leligion  breeds  the  beft 
fubjeftsr 

Let  Ppgland  praift  the  l^ord  for  fuch  a  dfty^as  thb !  how 
fnany  fad  years  are  nin  out,  finc^  it  ifaw  x\^  crown  upon  thq 
heads  of  a  l^roteftant  king  and  queen  at  once!  Let  faithful 
inagiftrates  rejoice  they  ihall  never  more  be  put  upon  the  edit 
pusand  diangerous  drudgery  of  perfecutipg  good  tee|i^  w4ff 
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Xet  qsmiAQCS  vqpic^  jt^f  lot  tbe^n  r^m«e  vith  double 
j«y  co^^thciv  1  thfijr  flu^l  ao  mor<e  be  dxiven  into  cornfrs,  &or 
put  ;lo  fileoQCt  (»  iiknce  us  bitter  sa  /featb)^  whiUl  dbe  royal' 
fceauie  k  fiivagrc^  by  iuch  lm)df,  wbi^tsm  God  bath  now  ph*" 
cia  it, 

l4et  all  tb<  fMopIe  .r$jake»  for  thefetheir  rulers  fliall  beta 
tbem  as  tk^  ii^t  af  tb^  caoiAiiig»  and  as;  tbe  clear  ijhiiUAg  after 
rain,  2  Sam*  miii.  3$  4.  Andkt  uaall  fay>  Ifa.  xxv.  9.  «<  Lo, 
^«  tiii&ia/ottr  Gpd;  tvcbaveiiRaited  for  him,  and  he  will  &w  us;- 
<^  Thif  is  (^el^ri»  we  baine  waited  f<M:  hio^^  we  will  rejoice 
**  and  be  glad  in  bis  falvatioa.. 

'  THE 

C   H   A  R  A   C  T  E  R 

OF    A   tOW^LETE 

EVA  N  a  E  I.  I  C  A  I-    P  A  S  T  O  R, 

PHAW^  »T  CHJIIST, 


Mat.  xxiv.  45, 46,  47i 

j^fe  fi^M  iV  af&ithfui  ami  wftfervant^  iifhem  Ins  Ltrdhath  made  , 
rui^r  over  his  bmjhold^  U  give  them  meat  in  due  feafon'^' 
Bbffedis  that  fervant^  whom  hisLordi  when  hecwmth^  Jkall 
findfo  d^ing.  Verity  ^  I  jay  unto  ym^  that  heJhaUmdke  him 
ruler  over  aU  his  goods. 

THIS  great  and  folcmn  affemMy,'(mct  upon  a  greater  and 
more  folemn  account,)  brings  to  my  mind  tbofe  words, 
a»d  with  the  words,  a  very  fenfible  touch  of  the  fame  affcAion, 
with    which  the  church   uttered  them,   Ifa.  xiixw  20,   21.' 
«  Chikiren,  which  thou  flndt  have  after  tbou  haft  loft  the  o-  * 
**  tber,  ihall  fay  again  in  thine  ears,  The  place  is  too  fti-ait 
**  for  me :  Give  place  to  me,  that  I  may  dwelh     Tlicn  flialt 
•*  thou  fay  in  thine  heart,  Who  hath  beggottcn  me  thefc,  fec- 
**  ing  I  have  loft  n)ry  children,  arid  am  defolatc ;  a  captive,* 
•*  and  removing  to  and  fro  ?  And  who  hath  brought  up  thcfe  ?** 
f^  geboUy  I  was  l^t  akne :  Thefei  where  had  they  been  ?^ 
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Words*  big  with  holy  admiration  and  wonderment*  at  ber 
ftrange  and  fudden  increafe  and  multiplication,  after  (ucfa  a 
wading  time  as  thcfe  feventy  fad  years  had  bee;i  to  her.  Thift 
was  a  miraculous  and  furprizing  work  of  God,  in  their  eyes.  | 

AVe  have  had  our  'mafting  time^  as  well  as  they ;  multitudes  \ 
oi  faithful  and  prudent  minifters  have  been  fwept  into  their  i 
graves  by  ejections,  baKuhmehts,  imprison mekts* 
and  heart-breaking  s  i L ENCiN gs.  Whence  then  are  all  t^efe 
which  our  eyes  behold  this  day  !  Who  hath  begotten  us,  and  ^ 
brought  up  THESE  ?  These,  where  had  they  been  j  and  out  | 
of  what  fecretreceffes  arc  they  come?  . 

Many  thought  the  days  of  our  prbfperity,  and  opportunities 
.  of  our  fei*vice,  had  been  numbered  and  fihiihed,  and  that  God 
had  no  more  work  {txccpt  fuferitig'work)  for  us ;  when  lo,  a-  . 
boveand  beyond  the  defponding  thoughts,  and  unbelieving  fears 
of  our  hearts,  we  are  Here  this,  day  in  a  numyerous  aflemhly^ 
witbpeaceand  liberty,  toconfult  the  affairs  of  Chrift's  kingdom* 

Yea,  to  the  joy  of  our  fouls,  we  fee  the  plummets  and 
lines,  once  more  in  the  hands  of,  our  Zerubbabels;  ^ech. 
iv.  10.  "  Who  hath  d!efpifed  the  day  of  fmall  things  ?  For 
**  they  (hall  rgoice,  and  (hall  fee  the  plummet  in  the  hand  of 
"  Zerubbabel,  with  thofefeven ;  they  are  the  eyes  of  the  Lord^ 
**  which  run  to  and  fro  through  .the  whole  earth."  Our  pru- 
dent repairers,  co-working  with  the  divine  providence,  expref- 
fcd  emblematically  by  the  feven  eyer^  will  bring  weak  and  coh- 
temptible  beginnings,  to  happy  and  ^lefTed  refults  and  iiTues* 
What  (hall  one  now  anfwer  the  meflengers  of  the  churches  ? 
*I1iat  God  hath  founded  £lion  ;  and  the  poor  of  his  peq)le  fliall 
truft  in  it.  ,  - 

We  are  met  jfiis  d^iy  in  all  hearty  loyalty  to  the  govern- 
inent,  and  peAcea^ileness  to  the  national  church-efta- 
bliihment,  to  review  and  confider  the  cafes  of  our  reipeitivc 
congregations  j  which  I  doubt  we  ihall  find  too  like  that  de- 
fcription,  Prov.  xxiv.  31.  all  over -grown  with  thorns  and  net-  : 
ties,  and  the  ftonerwali  broke  down. 

Thus  ignorance  and  error  have  over-fpread  the  people,  and  • 
the  wall  of  difcipline greatly  decayed.  Our  buAnefe  is  to  cleanfe 
our  churches,  and  repair  their  walls  i  that  fo  they  may  become 
gardens  of  delight,  and  beds  of  fpices,  for  Chrift  to  walk  and 
take  pleafure  in. 

70U  have  ordered  this  meeting  to  be  opened  with  a  fermon, 
demandated  that  work   to  my  hand,  by  your  earneft  and 
unanimous  call.  I  wifli  the  work  may  not  fuffer  by  your  choice. 
When  I  confidered  the  quality  ai>d  occafion  of  this  afibnhljt 
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mjffhougbcs  quickly  centered  themfelvedinthoie  words  of  our. 
Lord,  which  I  have  read  unto  you :  "  Who  then  is  a  faitriful 
•*  'arid  a  wifefervant,  whom  his  Lord  hath  made  ruler  over  his 
.  •*  boufliold,  to  give  them  meat  in  due  feafon  ?"  ire. 

Here  we  find  ourfelves  in  a  parable.  A  parable  is  the  veil 
of  fome  divine  truth :  whilft  we  are  embodied  and  veiled  with 
flefh,  truth  muft  embody  and  veil  herfelf  too,  in  order  to  our 
freer  convcrfes  with  it.  There  is  much  truth  and  reafon  in  that 
bbfervation  of  the  ancient  Cabbalifts  :  **  *  The  fupreme  light  ' 
**  never  defcends  without  a  covering.^  Yea,  faith  DionyfiusV 
the  fuppofed  Areopagite,  "  f  It  i»  impoffible  that  a  divine 
**  beam  (hould  otherwife  fliine  to  us,  except  it  be  covered  with 
**  variety  of  facred  veils,  and  umbrages." 

Not  tp  fpend  much  time  about  the  order  and  relation  of  ^he 
text;  Chrift  had  been  folemnly  warning  the  difciples,  and  all 
the  ChriflSan  world,  of  his  moft  certain  (though  fecret)  coming 
to  judgment;  and  therefore  to  beware  of  luxury,  idlenefs^, 
and  fecurity,  the  fins  of  the  world ;'  and  that  all  be  found,  at 
bis  coming,  watchful  and  diligent  in  their  proper  places  of  du^ 
ty.  This  exhortation  he  infers,  from  what  common  prudence  ^ 
wtmld  teach  any  fervant,  efpecially  any  fteward  of  an  hbufe 
to  do,  to  whom  his  Lord  hath  committed  the  care  of  his  family! 
It  is  agreed  by  all,  thai  the  words  have  a  fpecial  and  immediate 
refpe£t  to  gofpel-minifters,  the  ftewards  of  Chrift's  hoi^fe,  or 
church,  to  whom  Chrift,  the  OtK^^irirt^nij  or  Lord  of  the  family, 
hath  trufted  the  care  and  difpenfadoii  of  the  affairs  thereof* 
And  in  them  we  find, 

L  An  evangelical  paftor  defcribed. 

II.  The  reward  of  fuch  as  anfwer  that  defcription,  propound- 
ed. •     '. 

I .  Chrift's  defcription  of  an  evangelical  paftor^  vcr.  45.  which 
he  doth  by  tw6  excellent  and  effential  J)roperties,  or  qualifica- 
tions, n<«-©?,  »«« (pa>foytfi9i,  fakhfulzndwi/e ;  both  which  make  up  , 
the  charafter  of  a  complete  gofpel-minifter :  for  if  he  he  faith- 
fuiy  he  deceives  not  others  ;  and  if  wifey  or  pritdent^  he  is  not 
apt  to  be  deceived  himfelf :  l^is  prudence  fuffers  not  deceivers 
cafily  to  impofe  upon  him  ;  and  \i\%  fg.it hfulnefs  will  not  fuffer 
him  knowingly  to  impofe  upon  his  people.  JHis  prudence  will 
enable  him  to  difrern,  and  his  fait  hfulnefs  oblige  him  to  diftri- 
bute  wholefome  food  to  his  flock.  Thefe  two  therefore  meeting 

*  Lumen  fupremum  nunquam  defcendit  fine  indumento^ 
\  Impojftbile  eft  nobis  a  liter  lucere   radium  divinum^  nifi  vafier  . 
tate factQrutn  velaminum  circutnvelatutn.    Cftclcfl*  Hier.  cap.  ii 


448         The  CharaBer  pf  a  true  etkmgfUcat  Pa^. 
together,  m«ike  a  paftor  rfUr  GwFs  9wn  hearty  adoordllig  la 
Jer.  ill.  15. 

Both  thefe  are  found  in  an  interrOgatiye  form  of  fp^ch  in 
the  texty  but  it  is  agreed,  that  nt  is  put  conditionally  for  «!  ^^» 
and  is  rather  hvpotfaeticaU  than  interrogatory :  but  in  this  form 
of  (peech  it  indnuate^  the  rarity  and  difficulty  of  Ending  fucfe  a 
iervant.  He  is  Xfe»nt  mj  lnnm^pioi^  as  TheophylaS  glofleth  it 
And  Chryfoftom,  by  way  of  admiration,  J^am  rarit  et 
praeftantes  ejfent  tales  /  f .  /.  *  How  rare  and  esceUeat  would 
/  fuch  fcrvants  be  ?'  Thefe  are  their  propenies. 

2.  The  reward  of  tbofe  that  anfwcr  tbcfc  charti^rs,  te  pio- 
founded, 

1 .  In  proper, 

2*  Itt  metaphorical  terms. 

I.  In  proper  terms  i  Bleffed  is  that  /ervOntj  Ver.  46.  he  as 
certainly  blefled  of  God,  whatever  his  ufagis  be  from  men*  M 
he  hc/aithftd^  all  his  prudenee  will  nOc  fecufe  him  from  the  hs^ 
tred  and  perfecutiqn  of  men,  but  it  is  enouglv  th^t  Chrift  ^alls 
and  counts  him  blefled  j  and  thofe  whom  he  bleSethi  are  tiuljr 
and  eternally  bleifed. 

a.  In  nutaphorical  terms  :    ver.  47.   "  Verily,  I  (ay  unto 

*<  you,    that  he  (hall  make  him  ruler  pyer  all  his  goods/*     Im 

allufion  to  the  cuilom  of  great  kings  and  generals,  who  «fe  tb 

prefer  and  advance  difcreet  and  faithful  fervtnta  ta  places  of 

eminent  truft,  profit,  and  honour^  a^  Danid  and  Jofeph^rerok 

The  fenfe  thus  cleared,  runs  naturally  and  eafily  into  thi% 

•  t>o&.  That  our  UrdJefusChriJl  v^illatHpfy  reward  the fiiitk- 

ful  and  prudent  JieviOrds  rf  his  h^ufi^  in  the  day  rf  tbeir 

auount* 

This  point  will  open  itfelf  to  you  in  thefe  three  do&rinal 
branches* 

1.  That  miniilers,  in  a  fpecial  fenfe,  are  theftewardsof 
Chrift*s  houfe. 

2.  Faithfulnefs  and  prudence  are  the  aeceflafy  ^ usdificaiions 
of  Chrift's  ftewards. 

3.  Wherever  thefe  are  found,  Chrift  will  abuKfdantly  reward' 
them.  * 

I.  Miniflersy  in  a fpecial  fenfe^  are  thejle*u>aris^  or  cln^fer*' 
vants  of  QjriJVs  houfi.  So  fpeaks  the  apoftle,  I  Cor.  iv.  i« 
<<  Let  a  man  account  of  us  as  the  mimftei^  of  Chrift,  and 
*<  ftewards  of  the  myftcries  of  Qod/*  To  them  he  hath  com- 
mitted the  difpenfation  of  tlie  word  and  facraments,  whieh 
contain  the  great  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Every  privateperfoni  who  bath  received  any  talent  from  God) 


niienr,  or  ixbh-chiploytnciit  of  thit; t^ftfit  ifl  tfc^e  iudft-d^y.  fetft 
'  -  *WAi«6!*  ii-f  rfrfWata^  fri  Ad  M&,  atfd  ff)^iial  feafe :  CftYift  dl- 
'  fihi|uifh«S  tfr^ifl  ffdift  lli^  dthferii  ifs  ^rtef4  from  the  fdl  6f 
^  ^  «ftt  fctt^ritti  i^J^^i^  *Si*.  ^4.  l*oi-  hiity  injr  aiflliiftt  that  office^ 
'  Idt  W  iird^f  frctth  Ctiilft,  WeMsftfei-  of  dJe  f^liy.  Bftt  tftis  iV 
'  '  idd  oWto\xi  to  ftai  tehgfeV  ii^t^  it. 
^  11:.  WdWiHAArefofe  rfftrfifedid'tdjf  tatift  frftd  dotifrdtratlofi, 

the  prepirtiii  of  qn&tffiddtmi  dtAtJthf/i:^  df  CHtifr :  WfsA 
'.  ^  ifrc,-      ■      •  - 

Ahdcdhild^rtfraiHi 

■  iV.  i.  ft  it  y^utt/din  ttt^m^i  mi  a  fkdfi  6i  p  :^ur^u^, 
f^iihdmhm.  WhatgtbWid-itfffi^fifdt//^/^  tait^mn^iM 
ttbcVa  tUtH  ih  hd  mirH  f  ftferid^  Is  ihH  folfertA  ikfge.  2  t\iA, 
ii.  i.  t6  iofrihiit  thaf  gr^^at  trttft  o/tte  Mhliftft  tdfam/^  ftidii* 
Ahd  P^i  WeflSth  Gtxi,  1  Tith*  i.  ft,  li.  iHrh*6  haA  iCcbiiiltcfa 
hitti/diih/ul;m ptlt hto  Jhtb thfe  fftiniffry.  TMipit^iiMfi^ 
b^  it  iferi^ftjf  Odd^  6dmiVcl$»  attd  iht  iom  imdaHkA  tU  \i4 

•     i.  Sifi'drfJt^^'ftdilttegrltyd^hbart. 
^.  bfligeritd  1*1  tilt  difcharfec  of  duty* 
4.  Impartiality  m  ttie  kanirMfttatfdribf  ChVift**  tei^^ 
|i  And  Unihaken  conftancy  atidperfevidAil'cfe  fti  tlife  chfl* 
i.  MMjhHiifhithftdfitfs  Ihdiitcfes  /Vri*  iiAfpiritmi  him 
'iifi'd  ihiehiim/d^  G6d.     A  ferVaht  li  Q^t^s  Uikvo^^  it  is  ft«t  fiifg 
t^h)  Su<  his  nlaftcr'i  h'dhiu^  ^iM  ifitcTreftj  he  ftiUft  design  anA 
'iSitrt  at    Piibi^J^  will  ilot  6hdare  ffeltchSs,  dilgiflfed  Wkh  ^  jtr^- 
tiftiKitr  bf  IzfaT  for  fclirtft.    fe  i^  fald  3f  tfhfe  rftaftfcf  ^r^kttieift  rf 
the  tcnipiir,  2^,  KJiftgS  ixii,  7.  iJfiattti^fcWBiiiOr&kbftirtgrri^ac 
^ith  tK^rii  6f  tJife  itioiiiey  tblle^kdd  for  ffiat  life,  *i?(r^fi&^ 
Jkaltfaifift'ifi},  I  L  they  fraU  givdiV  ffiActciii:  ^©of  th^  *fc^ 


tfuir  Go'd!  tei'iis  fay,"  riot  w/r  likefeft^  but  Clifift's ;  ririt  afttt 
ftbfy,  btit^i.    Purt V)S^ia  cTiir  fefVitS^,  WUI  giVC  US  ib«r- 
Vol.  Vni.  til 


^o         Tie  Ciar^eUr  of  a  true  Mvan^Meal^PajUr. 
<bnt  comfort  at  the  ^Jof  ourfervice.     Have  a  care,  bredbliaiy 
of  all  artifices  and  defigns,  to  accomodate  carnal  interelts,  un- 
der a  ihcwof^  devotion  to ^God. 

Timothy  is  our  pattern  in  thiS)  of  whom  Paul  faith,  PhiL 
ii.  20,  21.  ^*  I  have  no  i|ian  like-minded,  who  will  naturally 
<<  care  for  your  ftate  \  foe  aU  feek  their  own,  not  the  things  that 
<^  are  Jefu^  Chrift^s*"  Wheie  die  word  naturally  is  not  op« 
{)o{ed  to/piritualfyt  but  to  artificially.  Others  bad  the  ait  to 
cloak  felf-ends  under  Cbrift's  honour ;  but  Timothy  was  ig- 
norant of  fuch  unfaithful  tricks  and  artifices. 

2.  Minijierial  faithfulnefs  imports  perfonal  fincertty.  So 
the  word  fignifies,  where  it  is  (aid  of  Abraham,  that  God 
^  ,  .  g  found  bis  heditl faithful ;  that  is,  fincere  bdbrt 
*  *  *  him.  A  faith^l  minifter  is  a  ^n^ ^r^-iftA^r/-^ 
minifter.  And  herein,  brethren,  O  herein,  or  in  nothing,  let 
us  approve  ourfelves  the  minifters  of  Chrift :  X*et  this  be  our 
^^  rejoicings  thatinall-finceri^y^  and  godly  fimplieity,  we  have 
<<  had  our  conyerfations  ia  this  world,"  2  Cor.  L  i2*  And  the 
rather  let  us  be  careful  in  this,  becaufe  no  fin  is^nore  apt'  to 
infinuate  itfelf  into  our  hearts,,  and  duties,,  than  bypoccify. 
"We,  of  all  men,  aremoii  in  danger  to  be  deceived  by  it  ^  For 
!€ur  employment  lying  in,,  and  about  fpiritual  things,  we  are, 
on  that  account,  ftiled  fpiritual  menj  Hof.  ix.  7«  But  it  is 
*  plain,  from  tbat  very  place,  that  a  man  may  be  objectively  a 
fpiritual^  and  all  the  vi\£Lt  fubjedltvely  2.  carnal  man.  Belieiee 
it,  brethren,  it  is  cafier  t0-  declains  like  ^nroratoTi  againft  a 
thoufand  fins  of  others,  than  it  is  to  mortify  one  fin,  like^i^^^ 
anSf  ki ourfelves;  to  be  more  induftrious  in o\xr pulpits^  likzvf^ 
in  oat  cbfetsi  to  preach-  twenty  iiermons  to  our  people,  tban 
oneto  our  own  hearts. 

Believe  it,  firs,  all  our  reading,  fiudying,  and  preaching,  is 
but  trifling  hypocmfy,  till  the  things  cead,  (ladled,  and  preached^ 
)}je,felt  in  fome  degree  upoaour  own  hearts.  We  tell  our 
people  (the  Lord  help  us  to  tell  the  lame  to  our  own  hearts) 
;that  there  zr^^milar^  as  well  zsjaving  vforbs  of  the  ^Spirit,  by 
which  their  (and  why  not  our  own)^  fouls  may  be  loft  ? 

3.'  Minifterialfaithfulnefs  includes  minifierial  diligence.  A 
jf&^i^w/ Qannot  be  a  faithful  ferOant.  Matth.  xxv.  21.  "  His 
<*  Lord  faid  uhtohim,  vv  eU'done,  thou  gpod  and  faithful  fer- 
/<*.yant,"  6^.  And  yer.  26.  "Bis  Lord  anfwered,  and  faid 
**  u^nto  him,  Thou  wicked  aijd  llothful  fervant,"  ifc.  J  may 
.fey  tohimthat  fnatchedat  the  miniftry,  as  Henry  IVy  <iid  to 
bis  fon^  that  baltily  fnatched  at  the  orownj^  He  little  ^W  what 


me'Ckirkfler  cf  a  true  .Kvdngdical  P^eiK  ^  45J[ 
i^ieap  of  cares  and  toils  he  fnatcheth  ut^  *  *^  The  labours  of 
***  the  miniftry  will  exhauft  the  very  marrow  from  your  boiteSf.^ 
«*  fhaften  old  age  and  death/*  They  arc  fitly  compared  to  the  ^ 
'toil  of  men  in  harveft,  to  the  labqurs  of  a  woman  in  travail,  and 
to  the  agonies  of  foldiers  in  the  extremity  of  a  batde* ,  We  muft  ^ 
*watch  when  athtrsjleep.  • 

And  indeed  it  is  tiot  fo  much  the  expence  of  ourJatKnirs,  ta 
the  lo&  of  themi  that  kills  us.  It  is  not  with  us,  as  with  other 
labourers :  They  find  their  work  as  th^y  leave  it,  ib  do  notwc* 
Sin  and  Satan  unrsnrel  almoft  all  we  do,  the  impreflio.n6  we 
make  on  our  people's  fouls  in  x)ne  fermon,  vani(h  before  the 
next.  How  many  trutlis.  have  we  to  ftudy !  how  many  wiles 
of  Satan,  and  myfteries  of  coxruptiDn,  to  dete^  1  how  many 
cafes  of  xonfisiehoe  to  refolvei  Yea,  we  muft  fight  in  defence 
of  the  truths  we  preach,  as  well  as  ftudy  them  to  paleneis,  and 
preach  them  tmiofaintnefs :  But  weil-fpenthead,  heart,  lungd» 
a«id  all ;  welcome  pained  brcbfts,  aching  hacks,  ztii  trend;>Iing 
tegs;  if  we  can  by  all  but  approve  turfel'ves  Ch  rift's /aif^«/ 

Jlnrvant^Sy  and  hear  that  joyful  voice  from  has  mouthy  <<  Well 
*•  done,  g0od  and  faithful  ftrvants." 

:  4.  'Minifterialfaiithfulnei]^  includes  our  knparfiaSty  in  all 
fllfe  admin^rati^nstf  Chri^is^-hot^.  He  that  itf  partial,  cannot 
be  faithful.  O  with  what  extraordinary  iblemnity  doth  Paul 
fet  on  this  exhoctation  vpo^  Timothy:!  <**  I  charge  thee  before 
«<  God,  and  the  Lord  Ja&i  Chrift,.3nd  the eleS. angels,  that 
<<  thou  obfehre  thefe  thitjigg^'  without  fyreferring  one  before' 
«  another,  doing  noAing  by  partiality,*'  i  Tim*  v*  1 1 . 
Brethren,  you  will  fhoitly  appear  before  an  impartial  Coi^ 

*  fee  that  ye  be  impartialjlettvards :  take  the  fame  care,  manifeft 
the  fame  love,  attend  with  the  fame  diligence,  the  pooreft  and 
weakeft  fouls  that  are  committed  to  your  care,  as  you  do  the 
rich,  the  gr^at,  and  honourable,    t 

Remember  all  fouls  are  rated  atone  value  in  your  Maft^'s 
book,  and  your  Redeemer  paid  as  much  for  the  one  as  for  the 
o>|ther.     Civil  differences  muft  be  civilfy  acknowledged,  but 

ithefe  have  no  place  in  our  fpiritual  adminiftrations. 

J.  Laftly,  Minifterial  faithfulnefs  includes  conjlancy  and 
fafinefs  :  Not  a  backjliding^  or  jUnching  fervant^  Rev. 
i1. 1 G.  ^<  Be  thou  fiaithful,  (i.  e.  fixed  and  conftant)  to  the  death, 
<*  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."  '^  t:\Qo\iot  happinefs^ 

'  •  Laheres   ecchjiafiici  Juccum  exhduriunt  ah  imis  medulliip  • 
/Mnsunif  mortemquc  accelerant .     Luthi:r.  .^^ 


as  Umif  M  God  is  tn  hfiiwm  in  9mihft^ffiSl${wn0^myf  af  kmtt 
^  we  ^em  forth. 

Mainy  of  ^  have  caufe  f!p  bl^fs  the  hard^  2»i  ^mibf  Ki  fCn' 
joiccinbia  gQo4iic6  ft^a  ^7^  9rb9  .ea?!^^  U3  to  be  ft^dfiiS 
and  i9Q«viov<^bte  in.  the  fxtal9  tbaT  faaare  palfed  oter  1^  ;  9^ 
when  the  pcit  earthquake  Ihaked  doF})  aur  iiberttfiSf  .0 w  ^ 
ftates,  and  made  oiur  beasts  to  Ifaafce,  yot  fQur  i»fel»U<ii»  fe>r 
(Sod  apd  bis  truth,  AqkxI  jBon  ^ndAinihaboii ;  Qur  be9iit«^iimt 
ad  HOC  back)  dot  did  onr  taps  ^dificliae,  though  wiP  iWQfi  hfSe 
feen  HI  lihe  fhofi  of  dfagoiui,  and  cowtset  mith  thu  fti^^Mv^  i)l 
i^]u  Tilts  vc  wboUf  owe  tabim  dut  boUp  Ae  ftans  (n  hi^^ 
iigl|t«*bmdt  but  our  inaifaie  &  n»t  ^  «ad^.  Omr  f^itJ^ui-. 
pgfsi^potvd^  fiut^ubu^i  U^ke ifUfitk^  wt}xQffiitw'4l  €b^it^ 
W  be  oaU«d  fo,  wbUft  it  th^s  iuvtilycs  oqf  lietf-d^iMa^  ficM^^i- 
t)r,  dijigfiiipe,  importiaUty,  and  cpnftanc]^. 

flieiS  arc  t^e  princip^  ^ings  included  in  $bc  firft  ^visUsfi^- 
pfm  oimm^ftsti^  faiilfuh^*  1$,  Ap  nesix  piao^  kt  «i^  wieigib 
andvaliije, 

2,  Th(  fe^ood  ^lali^ipitiQp  in.  ifa|D  tam,  w2U  p^^dfiggUt 
pnukncf' 

The  Lordfa  fftrrasl  muft  not  only  be^r#f»j^4iM>  bait 
^^mfM9^  prMdfi$t%  i^fcrgft^  a^d  ?(^.  Fi^F^iff  »4  h(i»eftf 
»^   .^j;^  make  a  gdodOiriflaan ;  b«t  Ac  ^riditigo  oifmd^gcp 

wiH  flip  the  eye  upon  the  right  end  \  but  it  isp/^ar^  ix^^&  cU^ 
Tiefk  to  the  pr^fier  meaps  pf  attaining  k. 

If  welfiKd^  imp  Bey:  iv,  ft,  7virc  fb5Jlth.wfcn4afcitdjr» 
^:^nMem  o£tn'^g^%d^-minijkors.  Tbey  ar^  Ai/^p*m  ^nM^Mf^cMi^/,; 
MmfiM  ^  if^u  Thex  h#ve  ^yes  Iqpkiog  before  tbem  to  God 
for  dirc^oi|i,  belpiod  tbem  to  the  fiof  ks  th^y  bsa^,  aind  witb-s 
in  theni  io  tbei^  cKvp  -hearts  ^  kft  a^r  th^y  havie  pre^icbed  ta 
others,  themfelyes  become  ^aft- arrays.  They  hive  ^16>  j^ 
naii^  >  wicb  two  ^y  com*  their  feces,  manife^og  their  4eep 
rev^eronce  of  God  n  «th  two  their  feet,  maaifcfting  th4s  bi»a>T ' 
Ueieijie  ipf  tbecs  in£rmitie^:;'S^d  vritb^twotbey  fly  \^itb  cb^arr 
ful'eicpeditiQR  m  the  ibnripe  oi;  God.  They  have  wt  onjy  tb* 
courage  of  ;the  iimiy  the  ftcei^gth  of  the  ox,  d»e  k>ft;in§f$  pf  .tite 
fv^^'^)  W  fhe  face  of  ^  iitifAz,  f.  ^.  prud^ce  and  difigre^QQ. 

TheufeQ^/^titMimtfcta  aminiAer<o(  Cbrift,  i^  ^nfpeak^lilf 

freat :  It  niit  i^y .gives  clesfi^s  and  p<r%icacity  to  the  min^n  - 
y  freeing  it  frpm  paffiops  apd  corporeal  impreiSons,  enabling 
tttherebf  taappnehetulwfaattsbeft  u>ht  done;  hut  enables^ 
|t  m  its  deliberations,  about  the  means,  tomak^  choice  of  the 
">  ^|4  and  pro|>ers  an^  dir^  tbo^applicatioa  of  them  u^ 


Ae^ttxft  foafiuij  ijKithout  precfpjcation,  by  too  moch  liaftei 
orli^&rd>  by  «D0  tedious  delay.  And  judge  you,  bc^hresy 
)>y  tjpifiy  vbiC^  iptexeft  the  afadce  pf  C^if|'«  kiii|dom  have 
|h  this  ibpoiMl  j^ualafifiatooii. 

i  know  (berie  ig  a  oarnal  policy,  an  unvortby  pufilianio^tty, 
that  o&ea  ibreiKd  tb^miebres  under  the  name  of^rudlf/ip^  /  i 
have  aothiag  to  dp  vkh  mock-graces  here  t  My  bufinefs  is  to 
iluew  yqu,  in  iriiat  pavticulars  trup  minift$rial  prxi^nge  is  high** 
ly  <j?rd«eaUe  |o  the  affairs  o(£hrift^s  houfe,  ox  kingdom.  And 
fhis  i  iM«il  briefly  difcburfe  in  two  re%e£kv 

|.  Ta  our  own  pcoppr  peifonal  arodc,  to  iiee  tbat  be  well 
^lene* 

9*  To  others  who  work, 

I  •  Wif  h  us  as  fcieaib,  tbat  we  may  have  afiiftance  from 

ibeflif 
2.  Or  againft  us  as   enemies,  that  our  work  be  sot 
ruined  by  them* 

I.  Frudenee  wiH  direiEk  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  in  their  ewtt 
^oper  mimft^rial  wtirkf  tbat  it  be  w£ii  dsme.     And  in  order 
thereto,  itwi)l  guide  tibem  in  their  deliberations  to  the  fi^  fol- 
lowing proper  means^  and  exoellezkt  expedients,  ^  ^ 
ift,  prudential  expedient. 

And  \%  prudence  willdire^  us,  tolayago^  fmmdation  iif 
kMOwJedge  in  Qur  peoples  fruls^  by.  catechizing  and  inftruBisfg 
fhem  in  the  principles  cf  Cinfiianityt  wkAofit  ijuhich  we  lab^r 
in  vain.  . 

Except  you  hzyk  a  knowing  people,  you  are  not  like  to  have 
^  gracious  pcopte.  St«  Paul's  prudentials  lay  much  in  this, 
t  Cor.  iii.  10.  <<  As  a  wife  mafter-builder,  I  have  laid  the 
^^  foundation/'  And  indeed  this  is  the  m&fier  piece  of  a  mafier* 
builder.  All  your  excellent  fermons  will  be  daihed  to  pieces, 
upon  the  rock  of  your  peoples  ignorance.  You  can  never  pitch 
upon  a  better  projed,  to  promote  and  fecure  the  fuccefe  of  your 
labours,  than  cateohia^ing. 

What  age  of  Chriftianity  ever  produced  more  lively  and 
ftedfaft  Chriftians,  than  the  firft  ages  i  And  then  the  care  of 
this  duty  moft  eminently  flaunted  in  the  churches.  Clemens 
AiexandrinuiS,  Origen,  Optatus,  Bafil,  AuAin,  and  Ambrofe, . 
were  all  catechifts  :  And  it.  is  the  opinion,  both  of  Chemnitins 
and  Ziinchy,  that  that  exercife^  which  Chrift  honoured  with 
his  iMrefencein  his  youth,  was  a  catechetical  exercile. 

We  that  live  in  this  age,  have  as  much  Miration  as  they, 
^  Ood  bath  iuxiuihe4  tp  ow  hand^  the  be^  help  for  i^  tbat 
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toftg  any  age  fiace  Chriil  enjoyed.  Ascfymifis  cxtrzEt  tlte. 
Spirits  of  herbs  and  minerals  into  fome  rare  elixir ,  fo  have  our 
venerable  aflembly  (btely  fitting  at  Weftminfter,  now  in  glo* 
ry)  compofed  for  us  the  moil  judicious  and  compendious  fy« . 
ftem^  that  ever  blefled  this  age*  And  to  make  it  yet  more 
ufefiilf  divers  worthy  hands  faate  been  employed,  fome  in  one 
method)  fome  in  another,  to  make  thofeeoa|pendit>us  anfwers  . 
mdre  iatelligible  to  the  people.  And  yet  I  am  of  opinioo^ 
<MDaewhat  may  be  further  done  to^advance  that  great  defign, 
in  t  third  mctnod,  that  ihall  not  only  nuke  thofe  pcunts  more 
intelligible,  than  in  anfwering  hj yea  and  no  s  or  drawing  out 
die  fubfenrient  anfwers  to  (iich  a  lengdi,  as  too  much  charges 
the  peoples  memory,  but  withal  to  intermix  the  moft  ufiSul 
frdhical  matter  with  what  is  doBrinaL  If  fuch  a  courfe  might 
cdbtain  in  all  our  congr^ations,  I  think  it  would  gr^itly  dif- 
coYcr  our  prudence^  and  turn  richly  to  the  account  of  our  peo- 
fiesprofit. 

ad  Prudential  expedknt. 

Minifterial  prudence  difcovers  itfdf  in  the  choice  offncbfab^ 
jeBs^as  the  needs  of  our  peoples  Jwls  do  mqft  require^  andcJlfor^ 

A  prudent  minifter  will  fkidy  xhtfauls  of  his  people,  more 
than  the  beft  human  hoks  in  his  library ;  and  not  chufe  what . 
is  eafieft  for  him,  but  what  is  vwft  neceffary  for  them.  Mini- 
fters  that  are  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  their  flocks,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  will  be  feldom  at  a  lofs  in  the  choice  of  the  next 
fttbje£k :  Their  peoples  wants  will  chufe  their  text»  finom  time 
to  time,  for  them. 

The  greateft  part  of  our  congregations  are  poor,  ignorant,  . 
and  unregenerated  people,  that  know  ncitiier  their  nufery  nor 
dieir  remedy.    This  will  dire£l  us  to  the  great  do&rines  of 
^onvi^ton^  regeneration^  znd faith ;  and  make  us  to  fit  with  ' 
follicitous  minds  in  our  ftudies,  pondering  thus  in  our  hearts : 

*  Lord,  what  courfe  ihall  we  take,  and  what  words  fhall  we 

*  chufe,  that  may  beft  convey  the.  fenfe  of  their  fin  and  dan- 
^  ger,   with  the  fulnefs  and  neceflity  of  Chrift,    into  dieit 

*  hearts  r 

Others  are  withering  and  decaying  in  their  ai^TefUons;  or 
ftagg^rhig  and  floating  in  their  judgments :  Prudence  Vill  en* 
aWe  the  man  of  God  to  give  to  every  one  his  proper  food,  or 
phyfic,  in  due  feaibn.  This  will  make  us  fpend  more  hours 
in  our  ftudies,  and  fet  to  it  with  all  pur  might  and  ikill,  that 
thereby  we  may  both  fave  ourfelves,  and  them  that  hear  us. 
3d  Prudential  expedient. 
.  Thir  mittifierial  yti/dm^  will  not  only  dire^  ua  thAain.  the 


Tit  darafler  af  a  true  EvangeUc^l  Pafiw^      *  445 
<*b(nceo{  o^r  fubjefts,  but  of  the  langtuige  too,  in  luhich  we  drtfs 
.  Md  deliver  them  to  our  people. 

It  will  tell  ^(Mf  2l  crucified  Jlile  beft  fuits  the  preachers  of  a 
crucified  Chrift,  A^grave  and  proper  ftile  becomes  the  lips  of 
Cbrift's  ambaffadors.  Prudence  wiU  neither  allow  us  to  be 
,  rude,  xioraflFeftedly  gaudy^  in  our  exprcffions.  *  ^<  Tertullian 
*<  checks  thofe  preachers,  whofe  fermons  drefs  up  Chriftianity 
•*  in  philofophical,  rather  than  evangelical  terms."  Prudencff 
will  chule  words  that  zx^folidy  rather  than^cri^:  As  a  merchant 
\rill  a  (hip  by  ^ found  bottom^  ^nd  capacious  hold,  rather  than  a 
gilded  head  ^vAJlern.  Words  s^rc  but  feryants  to  matter.  Ati 
iron  keyy  fitted  to  the  wards  of  the  lock,  is  more  ufcful  th;>n  a 
golden  one,  that  will  not  open  the  door  to  the  trcafure. 

Some  of  Cbrift's  minifters  excel  in  a  neat  and  pleafing  plain- 
iicfs  of  language.  For  this  Auftin  was  fo  afTefked  with  the 
ftile  of  Ambrofe :  f  «  With  his  fweet  words,  which  I  lovod^ 
<«  came  into  my  mind  the  duties  which  I  negleded.*'  And 
Zanchy  faith  of  viret,  J  "  I  admired  his  eloquence,  and  the 
*<  force  it  had  in  moving  the  affciiions*** 
•  \  Prudence  will  call  away  a  thoufand  fij^e  worcis,  for  one  that 
is  apt  to  penetrate  the  confcience,  and  reach  the  heart.  This 
made  Bafil  look  upon  the  famed  allegories  of  his  time,  with  a 
'compaffionate  fmile,  faying,  (|  •*  We  take  them  for  pretty  wit- 
«*  ticifms,  but  things  of  little  ufe  or  value  in  the  miniftry.'* 
Who,  in  the  laft  age,  was  ever  honoured  with  more  fucceis  iin 
his  miniftry,  than  bleffed  Mr.  Burroughs?  And  whoever  txr 
celled  him  in  fldll,  to  bring  down  the  fublime  myfteries  of  the 
gpipel  to  the  meaneft  capacity  ? 

4.  Prudential  expedient. 
WvMRAtiak prudence  will  {hew  ug,  of  what  great  ufe  our  pwii 
MiffeBims  are,  for  the  moving  of  others;  and  will  therefore  ad- 
vife  us.  That,  as  ever  we  expeft  the  truths  we  preach  ftiould 
operate  upon  the  hearts  of  others,  we  firft  labour  to  work  them 
*  in  upon  our  own  hearts.  Such  a  preacher  was  St.  Paul ;  Jie 
preached  with  rear?  accompanying  his  words,  Phil.  iti.  18.  An 
hot  />©«,  though  blunt,  will  pierce  fooner  than  a  <:oA/onc,  though 
^iharper. 

And  why,  my  brethren,  do  we  think,  God  ^latb  commit- 

.    *  %/  Piatonicum  Chriftiamfflmuftt  prooudunt  Chriflfanif. 

+  Veniehant  in  antmum  meumjsmul  cum  verbis^  qua  dUigeham^ 
etiam  res  ;  quas  negligebmn, 

t  S/Uguhrem  elpquentiam,  et  in  comnovendis  effeilibus  efficaci^ 
4atem  adffUrabar. 

I  q,  xiM^  ^MHffHHttV  A»>«y  «9fMS^  ;^;ti^. 


4$^  the  Shafahet  ef  a  ihijt  ^vin£iiitdl  Pajfir, 
fionafdd  us,  rather  than  angtM,  i6  be  hi^  dihbkflkcfor^  ?  W« 
it  not|  among  other  reafons,  for  fbi i  >  Be^tri^  't^e  feiVini 
been  anAtiHtit  li,ttt  <:dndeftirfatic^  att<!  ifiiftfy  ddtfi^^,  and 
felt  both  the  terrors  and  cbrifdlatfemd  df  the  Sjtfrtt!j  (WhSeh  aoi* 
geH  expdfimcntalJy  IfcAoW  Ao!),  mi|Bt  thdr^lff  B^  Mabfed  fe 
•  tfeai  #iA  fin'ncrd  mor*  feelingly,  and*  rfc^ibidtdy,  Wi  a  ^ 
iM^re  ati^otnn^odate  to  tbenr,  aiYd  thertfbfd  faiiU  ^^^  ^oVe 
afid  Win  theltt. 

%.  PhickHHail  t*peiihii. 

Wmi^ttiAprnd^fie^  frill  direa  the  feH'iWtrfrfC^riflf  (i*lifa 
Iiighly  tallies  afnl  e^'mdfUy  lGb]g  for  the  fmretfit  of  thMi"  1»- 
b^ttiry  t6  be  cHrefhl^  Irf  the  JUritthifi  ^rta^HdDlij^  6f  /MV  i»- 
fortmenti  to  makitAHi  their  iftteik  M  iBe  d^Jcimis  i^ibHrpi^ 
fie. 

In  ycM'f  pliilpife,  yd^  artf  catfyiAg  od  i  trtiif  Hf  pt^te  Bd- 
twnct  God  aiKi  theih  j  dhd  thertf^rfc  it  wilt  tht  alloW  yoti  td  db 
any  thing  6nt  of  y6iir  pxUpfUfi,  id  itiilt€  tht.  Mitfi  wi'dcfir,  or 
hinder  the  ha^^  ddfe  bct#<ie/i  him  aitd  itleiti.  'thify^l^ 
that  fpreads  his  net  to  tikt  thd  birds^  y^iS  tidt  Ititvi  a  fS^tberi 
oi'  mAe  the  \eift  noifil,  t6  fcar^  tiki  bh-d  he  ihteddi  tb'  tike. 
Let  not  them  irM  £tA  ikd  bighef  than  a  bird,  be  tacsr^  prtiSefit 
and  eauti6tftl5,  t^an  yoti  that  kri  (it  id  catdfar  inYniore^l  fdt^M. 
RenKjntbifth^tdf  Solohiotr,  fitov.  iti.  3^0.  "  Hd  tMt  wfA'iieth 
'«« fouls  19  i^^arc.^  PriiJkfict  wiH  not  rflldW  th^  nnriiftferi  of 
€hrrft  W  i^tefmii tfteihfeRefif  With  taiti  cdrhdartY,  afndtak^tfcei 
feme  liberty  they  do  in  vaih  jfeftfe,  ah'd  idlfc  ftdHcs\  N&r  ^ik 
itaUow,  ontb«  olher  fid^,-  H  ihbroferefei^edht^rsf,  ^iid  (fiFtah'-* 
raging  aufterity ;  but  temper  ^raVtty  with  b^Hi^iiSki'g  a^ 
bility. 

To  foti  tbat  txt  jutiibi-s  ih*  fciii^^at^^  ft«"  tire  riHiiiftfy,  I 
.will  affiama  the  bbidhefs  to  adicfrefe ybii  '♦^itB  one  iiafeitabfe 
"^ord  of  *hite ;  and  it  id  tliis :  HaV^  a  t^t  df  thdt  KgUt  aftfl 
wry  fpirit^  xfrhi'ch  fd  rhiich  obtain^  eVery  Whcri  ia  this  uiiffer?' 
oiiydge.  ifwasthedKafgeof  Godagiaittftfdnld  ttlihtftert  df 
oW,  thatth^\ilrereAjf*f/«^r;^/rj,  Rev.  lii;  4.  HAftiltitiiidk 
Irat  think,  cott»jterat*rdiy  peaking,  ^h  ftiittA  df  dtrf  tfAi^rf, 
they  might  pafs  for  grave  and  ferious.  The  people  h^it  tftf^ 
to  fee  ta)#  we  walk,  sis  tireTl  a*  ^af s  td  hislr  what  if*  fty.  It 
will  be  our  wifdom  and  great  a^vantagc!^,  to  be  abW  td  fty,  as 
St.  Paul,  did,  Phil.iv.  9.  "  The  thingB  which  you  have  bbth 
«<  heard  and  fecn  in  me,  do.*' 
^  €r.  Pnidenti&l  expedient. 

Minifterial  fritdence  will  fend  y&ii  often  Upur  ktiees^  h 
feek  a  blej/ing  from&ad  vpfn  y^i^  JimHit  Mi  UdfdUTs^  as 
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45^  Ttr  Charafler  cf  a  true  EvhngeScal  Pafior, 
.for  the  ufe  andfervice  of  the  church.  One  bath  quickneft 
of  parts,  but  not  fo  deep  and  folid  a  judgmeut :  Anothicr  m 
grave  and  folid,  but  not  (o  ready  and  prefentiai.  One  is 
wary  and  referved,  another  open  and  plain  :  One  is  melancho- 
ly and  timorous,  another  chearful  and  couragious.  'When  theiie 
diiFerent  gifts  and  qualities  fhine  together  in  the  church,  bea* 
▼ens,  what  a  glorious  cohftellation  do  they  make!  and  what 
fweet  benign  influences  do  they  (bed  down  upon  tbe  Lord's 
heritage  I  AUthefe  minifterial  gifts  and  graces  ase  improyea- 
bk  far  Chrill^ 

!•  More  privately, 

2.  More  publicly,  by  brotherly  union. 

I .  More  privately.  When  God  cafts  the  lot  of  two,  or  more, 
fellow-labourers  in  the  gofpel,  upon  the  fame  citj^  town,  or 
neighbourhood  ^  what  a  hlefled  advantage  have  they  ^beyond 
folitary  minifters,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Liord  cbearfiili' 
iy,.  vigoroufly>  and  fuccefsfuUyl  Whilft  love  caufes  their 
hearts  to  dafp  and  clofe„  how  muft  their  work  be  facilitated, 
fweetenedy  and  profpered  in  their  hands  I  But  if  once  jars  and 
jealoufies  get  in  amohgft  them  \,  if  pride,  envy,  or  carnal  in- 
tereft.diflblve  the  bond  of  brotherly  love ;  if  inftead  of/ibn/- 
ing.  for  Chfift,.  they  once  l^gin  xofupplant  one  another  i  no 
words  are  able  to  (hew  what  a  train  of  mifchief  and  &ns  YnA 
now  break  in  amongft  them,  to  the  great  diihonour  of  Chrifi^ 
and  obftruf^on  of  the  gofpeL 

'  I* do  therefore,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  as  upon  my  bended 
knees,  eatneiUy  intreat  and  befeech  my  bsethi^en,  by  all  the 
regard  they  have  ta  the  honour  of  Chrifl^  the  fouls  oi  theif 
people,  their  own  comfort,^*or  thefucce&of  their  lahooirs; 
that  no  envyings^  or  ftrifes,  no  fupplantings,  er  detra^Hons^ 
be  once  admitted,  or  named  among  them.  Methinks  it  is 
fcarce  imaginable,  that  chofe  who  have  fo  lately  and  feverely 
fmarted,  fliould  fall  again  into  the  fame  follies,  for  which  God 
hath  chaftifed  thenw 

2.  hni2i%pru(khce  dire£b  us  into  the  way  of  our  profit  and 
.comfort,  by  this  more  private  improvement  of  our  gifts  and 
graces,  fo  into  a  more  excellent  way,  by  a  general  union  and 
coalition  with  all  our  brethren,  farther  diftant  in  place  from  us. 
It  calls  upon  us  to  bury,  and  forget  henceforth  the  famous 
names  of  di(lin£i:ion,  growing  out  of  our  different  appreheufi- 
ons  about  fmaller  difciplinary  points.  How  many  fervent  pray* 
era  have  been  poured  out !  how  many  excellent  irenitmms  have 
been  written  by  thofe  excellent  minifters,  that  are  now  at  pet- 
fed  uniiy  in  heaven  I  Though  they  ixd  not,  yet.  I  hope,  our 
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^  The  ehara&er  tf  a  tme  EvangeUcai  Pa/hrl      >  A^gt 

r|md  mtr  children  (hall  reap  the  hlefled  fmks  of  thofe  pious  en-^ 

deavoura.     God  hath  fpoken  nv^ith  a  ftrong  hand  to  our  pioua 

,    and  prudent  bretWny  in  and  about  the  great  city  pf  this  king- 

dotn  :  They  have  moft  wifely  send  feafonably  projefbed  this 

,    .^reat  and  glorious  defign :  They  ha<ve  followed  it  clofe  with 

unwesuried  diligence^  admirable  patience,  'Cbriilian  humility^ 

and  condefcenfion ;  and,  by  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  wida' 

!    them,  have  brought  it  at  laflito  a  <:o]nfortahle  iflue. 

The  happy  r^fult  of  their  fervent  prayers,  and  frequent  bro- 
therly confutes^  (all  praife  to  the  God  of  love  and  peace  for  it  \y 
are  now  in  our  hands^  in  thofe  blefled  fheets,  called  Heads  ^ 
tlgreeme^fit :  Wherein  God  hath  £gnallj  helped  them  id  evi- 
dence their  wifdom  in  ^e  choice  of  words,  and  their  humility 
and  charity,  in  mutual  and  necefiary  ooDceffions^  They  havey 
by  the  mouth  of  aa  eminent  hrother,  (whofe  praife  is  in  the 
gofpel,  and  whofe  hand  hath  eminentlyaffifted  in  this  fervice)y 
cbearfully  offered  up  theirpraifesto  Jebovah-Shalom,  for  mak- 
ing the  two  fticks  of  Judah  asid  Ephraim  :to  become  one  Jiick 
in  his  own  hand. 

And  now,  brethren,  they  wait,  yea,  give  me  leave  to  fty, 
Chrift  waits  as  well  as  they,  for  our  explicit  ^confent,' and. 
chearful  iiiiFrages.  We  have  heard  the  joyful  found /-bf  our 
brethrens  praifes :  Shall  we  not  echo  to  it,  and  fay,  Hallelu<  « 
jah,  and  agajn,  HaUelujah?  Ephraim  {hall  no  more  envy  Judah, 
lior  Judah  vex  Ephraim:  Our  fwords^re  tuxAcd  into  plbw-fliares, 
and  our  fpears  into  pruning.-hooks :  The  Lord  hath  this  day 
rolled  away  our  reproach.  Thus  prudence  will  direft  us  to 
€X[iii  it  widi  love  and  unity  .towards  our  brethreny  that  labour 
in  the  work  with  iw. 

2.  Let  us  next  fee,  what  direftion  Jt^  gives  us,  with  refpeft 
to  our  enemiesy  who  endeavour  to  obfirun  and  hinder  the  'work 
4^'  the  Lordin  our  hands.  If  we  be  heartily  engaged  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Chf  iil,  we  muft  expe£t  many  adverfaries,  and  ftrong 
oppofitions  ;  men  that  will  raife  clouds  of  reproaches,  to  dark- 
en our  repiiration  among  the  people ;  men,  that  will  reprefent 
us  to  them  as  ignorant  and  unlearned,  faflious  and  feditious, 
erroneous  and  enthuiiaftical.  Prudence,  in  this  cafe,  will  re-  - 
ftrain  us  from  rendering  reproach  for  reproach  ;  and  propound 
to  us  the  beft  projeft  in  the  world,  for  the  vindication  of  our 
names,  and  fuccefs  of  our  labours  5  and  that  is,  that  we  fa 
preach  the  gofpel^  i\i2X  the  people  may  feel  the  power  of  Chrift 
in  our  doBrine :  and  fo  live^  that  they  may  fee  the  beauty  of 
4?hri&in  our  converfations  v  and  fo  preaching  and  living,  i^ra 
Mmmi  z 


ibiJl  Jbdir  Aomx  ail  die  fMrqadicesiPf  tl|e  vodd  befone  tis.  Smk 
4&QuAne^  fccond^  wMb  fiioh  a  otnvcriaixOi»f  Jibe  tbe  Aia  it 
lhf$  beaTcns,  wiUaot  only  k«ak  up  an4  (bsttDor  att  dMiibcf 
veproitfi^  but  fiw d  dpvfl  their  emif^iieniiig  a»d  #iiHvcaitig  ia» 
IttfiBccf  tti>op  die  iicaru  sf  die  people. 

iDekhcr^do,  nor  d^oe  foggeft  ami  tufifiiiatr aw  dibigiii  «ki» 
diftourfcy  agi^nft  any  partf  pi  body  af  jn^n  4  Mflug  aapmi'' 
ced,  that  amon^  dbofe  vko  dtfier  from  iiSy  cfaere  vie  jasmqr 
kaFBod»  iiiouB»  and  peacefible  mfPf  iv^bo  •can  iie^npSf  asjoice 
«o  ice  the  worl  of  Cbrift  eariiGdoa  by  ibcfe  (bat  faUpipr  imC 
iiieiii.  But  fame  liieiie  are,  alaoft  In  ewerf  pteoe,.  vlio  aiie  oaeoe 
concerned  JDT  a  ceremony^  than  lor  the  inbftineecjffjeli^oni 
jjpr  atikupon  t!hcr(K>f,tbanaftDiKinCihrfoiEmdai^^  Whd9^ 
^BOfj^  a  it  cannot  reach  oiber»by  tiaitatiim,  wUi  ImwtSkUA 
till  it  meet  tbcm  fay  eabnnniatfton*  In  this  cafe^  tnaciifteiifi 
prudence  viU  ^artfully  Ihim  afloecafioniiof  caafperaeiDii^  ^ 
M  tl^t  care  be  net  fufiicient  lo  a»oi4  tbea^  itrnH  ifiraifli  ns 
vieb  that  petknce  and  conftancy  iviucli  vdtbe  fittfficinm  fa 
bear  theni. 

ThiiB  w9  fee   die  necd&ty  and  4xptUency  of  mim^lierial 
faiiiffuhftefs  ^x^prvitnct^  difltinftlyconfideicd.    Let  us,  neat, 
3*  View  them  oopjun£blirin  fame  fpedal  pacts  of  #ur  ivnrfc, 
whereinto  they  iheddown  their  joint  and  coninitnRd  inftuencta^ 
And  dieie,  among  tome  odbers,  are  the  dades  pf,         * 
I.  Dcfendiiig  tr^th  againft  ennor, 
Q.  Reproving  off^ers. 
3.  Dealing  wi^  dilkre^d  confcienoei. 
J.  Tfaece  is  great  need  of  ./aiV^^n/ni^  ami  fmimim^  init^ 
pending  the  truths  efChrtfty  againfi  the  Brrou  ^  th^  timef. 
Ovjfakkfulmff  indeed  irill  oblige  us  to  do  it ;  bat  pmdesce 
muft  dire£k  us  how  to  do  it*    The  eftaW0iment  of  oiir  people 
in  the  truth,  is  one  fpecial  end  of  the  inftitution  of  the  mim&y, 
^pfa.  iv,  II.  but  without  the  a0ifi:aace  of  both  iheie  graces,  that 
^d  is  n^ver  like  to  be  attained,   A  faithful  minifto'  dares  not 
be  filent,  where  the  ibuls  of  hi»  people  are  concealed ;  yet  all 
^s  epdeaTours  to  fecure  them,  will  be  to  Htltle  purpoie,  if 
prudence  be  wanting  in  the  managemetU  of  that  defign.   Prut 
dence  muft  both  tipie  our  conteptions^  and  regulate  the  man* 
ner  of  them.    It  will  never  fuffer  us  to  zff^t  too  focto,  aer 
too  late :  Not  too  loop,  becaufe  enorf  are  femetimea  beft  cai 
I  7pd  by  negkB:*,  and  in  a  littk  time  grow  v^eary  of  ^emfelvts;^ 

!  Ii6t  too  late,  left  they  get  head,  and  be  paft  retrieve :  Hafty 

i  ^oiitfindeca,  like  young  faulco^rs,  let  %  the  hawk  with  her 

ii  jip^d  PJi*    Upon  the  other  fide,  if  llricndOiip,  or  reUtip«  tQ 


itdiiit^^*  i}f90iHr  mottths  toio  Iong»  jn  may  m  »  fevdajs  Ix: 
«Btfiif  9ia€4  l^y  ih^mt  (»$  Thy^efte^  was  by  bis  brother  Mr^m) 
wttk  itbi  UiQib9  oiwr  fjfwn  {Ipirku^)  ciiiiirm*  Pruifmcf  wiu 
litait  ^^er  aur  i^ics  to  riog  Vrith  im^^ves  ;igaiaft  fe4i¥:er^« 
tiU  the  mar«  private  aii4  go^Ue  methods  b^v^  been  tri^d  ia 
wmm  %  mdibeii  Jieitber  pruAmcg  vm  fait^ulnifi  will  udmitijl 
]0iBC«r  idaf.  Sul  yet  when  lliey  bpth  adviyfe  m  to  €qg^6» 
f^^€m0  m»ft  4rej9y4a(e  tb^  mamier  of  the  coiuentio^,  Mnd 
commands  us  to  urge  bard  argtm^nts^vkh  miM  md/^t  Un^ 

Errorifts  are  ufuaUy  hot  ^d  paiBona^ffi  prpud  and  djijripg 
foCam^  MofttrueisifaatofNa^ianaenf  44;n#$d«iiu##;^^^yi^< 
tmSms  rif-nf^ffk  Why^^  boit  and  bavgbty  i^Uiu  ar^:  the  ^aufes  gf 
ts<iiiU^B  a^  diftrg^ion*  in  the  chim:b ;  Hot  to  hot  will  never 
^'rn^ll'  'Tbeiie  beigbtft  and  beacf  axe  beft  uken  down^  a^d 
c^Ieit  by  Arosg  and  mildreafianings :  <<  The  wratb  of  mafi 
f  <.  worktiib  not  fhe  fi|^tco»fnefs  of  God/' 

2>  Tbe  joinl  oHnmixed  influenpes  <)f  both  thele  grace^^  muft 

Im  iound  in  all  our  miniftirial  r^fro^s^  ^  Reprove  we  niuft,'oir 

we  cannf^  <be  ^hful ;  and  prudently  toO|  or  we  c^not  be 

lucce&ful.     He  that  is  filenty  e»uiot  be  innocent  \  and  yet  it  is 

a  meainring  ^^afty  whether  eotlrardly  iilence  be  nu>re  prejudicial 

1K>  the  re|>rover»  than  indi&reet  zeal  may  be  to  the  reproved* 

Vaitbfulnefs  is  lo^tb  to  lofe  the  ibul  of  another  for  want  of  re- 

proof:  Priidenceis  jealous  of  lo&ng  it  by  the  ill  management 

^i  the  repK)of.    Faitbfidnefs  faith,  it  is  better  to  lofis  the  fmilesi 

than  the  ibuls  of  men;  Prudence  faith,  toiavebotb  is  beit* 

Reprebenfion  is  x««/ii9>i#Vy  v^^^  the  cbirurgery  of  the  paffi^ 

^ns  $  and  eutting*work  is  no  eafy  or  pleaiant  work,    ^ick  and 

pained  men  are  way  ward,  and  petti/b't  but  prudence  will  caft 

fmers  upon  their  paifioiis,  and  make  them  lie  quiet^  whilil 

faitb&lneft  probeii  and  fearches  their  wounds  to  the  bottom. 

Prudence  can  fometimes  convey  a  reproof  ib  efiedually  andjn-f 

offenfivelyf  that  the  eonfcience  of  the  reproved  (hall  fenfibly 

feel  it  i  and  yei  bi»  pafTions  not  be  awakened  by  the  leaft  inju^ 

tioHS  touch.    Fastbfnlnefs  confiders,  and  urges  the  neceffity 

of  the  duty }  prudence  confiders  the  quality  of  the  perfcn,  time^ 

and  manner  of  ^plication;    It  will  reach  the  fin,  and  yet  (if 

(loflible)  avoid^tlie  offence  of  the  finner.    It  ibme times  dire^ 

us  to  convi£^  an  offender,  by  transferring   t}»e  offence  by 

way  pf  fuppofition  to    ourfelves^    fometimes  by  relating  % 

fuitable   hiftory,    or  folding  down  a    remarkable  fcripture 

thicstening  or  example,  as  it  were  accidentally,  to  meet  them. 

liew  jpfn^enjtly  did  Nathan  p^ep^^e  J>m^^  before  he  fame 
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touch  the  quick,  with,  Thou  art  the  mm  ?  Abore  all^  pnideiice 
advifeth  us  to  keep  ourfdves  pure  from  thoic  fitis  wc  reprove 
in  others ;  and  when  we  muft  apply  the  precious  oil  of  re- 
proof to  them,  that  we  work  it  in  with  the  warm^  foft,  gentle 
hand  of  love  and  compaffion  ;  and  then  the  reproof  is  like  to 
do  good,  and  the  reprover  receive  thanks  for  his  kindneis. 
^<  Let  the  righteous  fmite  me,  it  fhall  be  a  kindneis  :  Let  him 
<<  reprove  me,  it  (hall  be  an  excellent  oil,  which  (hall  not 
^  break  mine  head,".  Pfal.  cxli.  5. 

3.  Once  more;  their  joint  influences  xav&iMomeetin  alt 
eurdehlings 'with  diftreffedccnfciences* 

Confcience  is  a  very  tender  thing,  a^d  when  lick  and  diftref- 
fed,  needs  to  be  handled  both  judicidufly  and  tenderly.  The 
wound  muft  be  fearched,  faith  faithfulnds ;  it  muft  be  feardi- 
ed  ikilfully,  faith  prudence:  He  that  can  fofe«rch  and  cure  it^ 
d^fetves  that  excellent  encomium.  One  among  a  thoiifandy  Job 
^xxiii.  23.  What  expert  and  dextrous  perfons  at  this  workj 
were  our  Greenham,  Crook,  Dod,  Ball,  and  Burroughs  !  Every 
empiric  can  fkin  over  a  wound,  but  a  faithful  minifter  will 
fearch  it  thoroughly,  and  a  prudent  minifter  will  heal  it 
warily; 

Ne  vtdnus  in  antiquum  redeatf  maiefrma  cicatrix  ; 
licft  it  fefter  at  the  bottom,  and  break  out  again  with  greater 
danger.  It  requires  a  great  meafure  of  both  thefe  graces,  to 
bring  general  confafed  troubles  to  fetde  uppn  the  right  bottom  $ 
to  diredi  a  fin-(ick  foul  to  Ghrift,  in  the  true  gofpel-method ; 
tofurnifh  the  tempted  Chriftian  with  proper  weapons  againft 
Satan's  affaults,  and  teach  him  how  to  manage  tj^em  ;  to  dif- 
folve  the  doubts,  and  remove  the  fcruples  whichi  arife  almoft 
in  every  ftep  of  his  way  to  Chrifl; ;  aoid  fo  to  fettle  the  ilu£hi*- 
ating  foul  in  a  fweet  and  fure  depejidance  upon  him  by  faith* 
Thefe'thiiigs,  I  fay,  require  much  faithful. prudence^  umd  pru- 
dent faithfulnefs. 

'And  thus  we  fee  the  manifold  ufefulnefs  of  both  thefe  graces 
in  the  fervants  and  ftewards  of  Chrift.  Of  fuch  I  may  fay,  as 
Chrift  in  the  ttxtyJVho  then  is  a  faithfvl  and  wifefirvant? 
Hie  nimcii  (inqitit  Pi/cato*)  rarifunt^  ita  at  ex  milk  hominibus 
vix  unus  reperiatur^  qui  munere  iilo  re6ie  fungi  fojfit^  i.  e. 
Thefe  fervants  (faith  Pifcator)  areforare,  that  outctf  athoufand 
fcarce  one  man  may  be  found  that  difcbarges  that  office  aright. 
Chrift  hath  not  many  fuch  fervants,  yet,  blefled  be  God,  fome 
fiich  there  are*     And,  , 

3.  Whoever y  or  w her e-ever  fuch  faithful  4nd  *mye  fervants 
re^  Chrij^  luiU  abundantly  rt^ward  them  in  the  day  of  their  ac^; 
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cmihU  .  Which  cafts  me  upon  the  third  and  laft  dofirinal  head. 
;I  promifed  to  fpeak  to.  TJie  glory  prepared  for,  and  promif- 
~  .ed  to  fach  fervants  (A  Chrift,  is  elegantly  laid  out,  in  ihining 
.tertns,  By  the  prophet  Dginiel,  Dai>.  xii.  3.  "  And  they  that  be 
.<f  wife,  ihali  ibixie  as  th^  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ;  aiid 
f  <  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufneft,  as  the  ftars  for  ever 
•*  and  ever/'  Apromife  which  points  dire&Iy  to  faithful  and 
.wife  minifters;  What  a  heautiiul  fight  is  the  azure  canopy  of 
heaveni  when  it  i»  about  tafbut  its  beautiful  eye-lids  in  a  fe- 
rene  eyening !  and  much  more,  when  it  is  aWut  to  open  them 
with  a  fmile>  or  bluih,  ix»  the  dawning  of  the  ruddy  morning  i 
And  fiow  is  that  beauty  s^ain  outvied  by  the  glory  of  the  ftars, 
, -where  the  pleafant  light  fports  smd  twinkles !  how  doth  one 
ilar  excel  another  in  glory  J  Yet  thus»  and  more  than  thus,  eved 
^bove  the  hrigbtueis  of  the  fun  itfelf^fhall  the  fervants  of  Chrift 
fhine  i  who,  by  their /^V^u//z^  at|d  frudcnce^  kaiv^  infiru^ 
mentally  turned  m^ny  unto  rigiffeotifne/s  J 

The  queffion  about  degrdbft  of  glory  in  heaven  is  not  neceff 
fary,  but  problematical.  We  te^e&  with  abhorrence  the  popifh 
ido^rine  of  diverfity  of  glories,  as  founded  in  the  diverfity  of' 
merits:  Nor  is  itcjueftiozi^d^  among •  the  orthodox,  whether 
there  be  an  equality  of  glory,  as  to  the  e^entials  ;  but  only  in 
refpe^l:  to  the  accidentals,  and  concomitants  :  Amongfl  which, 
they  place  the  additional  glory  and:  joy  of  fuch  minifters» 
whofe  faithful  and  prudent  la)>ours  God  hath  bleiTed,  and, 
crowned  with  the  converfion^  and  edification  of  many  fouls. 
Andofthistheapoftlefpeaks,  i  TheiT.ii.  19,20.  *^Forwha^ 
*?  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are  not  even 
^<.  ye,  in  the  preience  of  our  Lord  Jeius  Chrifl  ait  his  coming  ? 
*f  For  yp  arc  our  glory  and;  joy.'*  Where  we  find  a  very  re-: 
markable gradation* .  He  calls  his  TbeiMonian  converts,  ^*  his 
•*  hope,  his  joy,  nay,  his  crpwn  of  rejoicing.**  Bis  hope^  that. 
is,,  the  matter  of  his  hope,  that  they  ftiould  be  faved.  His  joy  ^ 
as  tbey  had  already  given  him  abundant  caufe  of  joy,  in  their 
cpnverfion  to  Chrifl  by  his  miniftry.  And  the  **  crown  of  his 
<<  rejoicing  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  at  his  coming.'*  This  is 
an  highftrain  indeed  \  The  meaning,  Ifupppfe,  is,  thattlie 
fruit  and  fuccefs  of  his  miniftry  among  them,  would  add  to 
bis  crown,  and  redound  to  his  glcjry  in  the  day  of  Chriil. 

O brethren!  who  would  not  ftudy  and  pray,  fpend  and  be 
i^pnt,  in  the  fervice  of  fuch  a  bountiful  Mafter  \  Is  it  not  worth 
all  odr  Iab(!>urs  and  fufFerings,  to  come  with  all  thoie  fools  we 
inftrumentally  begat  to  Chrift ;  and  all  that  we  edified,  reducedj^ 
confirmed^  and  comforted  in  the  way  to  heaven  ^  and  fay^  '■ 
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Lordi  here  am  /,  and  the  children  thpu  haft  given  mefTo  heU 
one  fpiritual  child  bj^  Lord,  this  i^  the  tamttkff  by  frkon  I 
belieted :  Another,  this  is  he,  by  whim  I  iratf  edified,  cAibKi»* 
ed,  and  comforted.  This  is  the  man  dfat  re^hedi  ipf  doubv^ 
qtttcfcened  my  dying  atfeCbioflSy  redveed  my  foul,  wh«i  wan* 
derin^  fro«»  the  truth  \  O  bkfled  be  thy  namOf  fkit  I  eter  few 
bis  face,  and  heard  his  toice  I  What  fMnrb  we  of  thif,  hre- 
thren?  Butfarbeyon'dthi»;  what  wiH  it  be^to  beau:  CMft,^ 
prince  of  paftors,  lay  in  that  day,  ^  WeH  done  good  and  fiikb- 
<<  ftd  fervant  \  thou  haft  been  faatbftti  over  a  few  thiaga^  I  wM 
<<  mraketheentler  over  many  things  r  Enter  fibouhnMi  tiler  Jbf 
«<  of  thy  Lord/'  Mat.  xxv.  21.  06rs&  vfetcne  at  good  Mafc 
ter,  who  is  not  unrightoous  to  forget  our  workv  amd  l^gboot  of 
love  for  his  name-feke.  He  betps  an  exa£k  accovfit  of  adi  fmti 
fervent  prayers,  of  all  yotn-  inftruAive  and  pcaiialit^  fcemcMt 
andall  your  fighs,  groans,  and  pamingSi  with  tYtfj  tear  and  dMf 
of  fweat,  are  placed  like  marginal  notes  againft  fsnr  kibooty  m 
his  book,  in  order  to  a  full  reward. 

But  I  have  far  out-run  my  own  iiitentk%  and  (b  4aebi) 
your  patience  toOf^  in  the  do£lixnal  part^    I  ccmfikior  t«^«dbo» 
1  Qyeak,  and  fhall  be  the  fhorter  hi  the  appKcatiow  ^  w^bidi^I 
ihall  cKfpatch  apace,  in  three  ules« 
t.  For  Informacioff* 
2.  For  Reprebenfion. 
3*  For  Exbortadon. 

U/e  T.  And  fiift  Ibr  otnr  infermaciofi,  bricAy,  in!  fipo  w  ijmo 
ConfeAaries. 

C^nfePtary  i.  By  this  if  appears,  Chrifi  hMtheftakkfiedan  ei^dtf^ 
^  and  gowmmenf  in  his  houfe^  'mhkhna^  itmft  tfic^ 

^»  «*Tir«m^^^  The  chur<*  is  a  weil  ordered  fewily,  of 
•  f^^^i.  houfhofd,  whereof  Cbrift  is  the  Head,  CbHItiMS 
members,  minifters  ftewards,  the  ordmances  food  io  be  dH^n-* 
fed  by  them  in  feafonv  Etery  one  is  to  beep  his  cpwh  pfoes 
and  (tatioii.  Paftors  muft  faithfully  feed  and  govevn  the  Mocks 
of  Chrift,  Afts  XX,  28^.  People  muft  know,  honiowr,  and  obey 
Aofethat  areorcrthem  in  the  Lord,  i  TbcK  r.  12.  Hcb.  Ail. 
17.  the  one  mult  not  impofe,  nor  the  oeherofiirp  \  bot  eack 
walk  according  to  the  rule  of  Chf^A,  ilrith  a  rigbtt  foov^  0vdlnaie« 
ly  and  comely. 

Tbi^  order  is  the  church V  beavtj,  Co),  ii.  j.  andimfy  we 
may  expeA  fo  mueh  of  CkriA^s  pretence,  as  we  have'  of  hi»  ralo 
and  order  amongfl  us,  and  xk>  more.  Otbat  fhe  rwlcs^  and  or- 
ders of  his  hoafe  were  better  known,  and  <^enred !  tbe»  n»« 
iiiftcrs  and  peopie  would  deariy  undcrfbttdr  what  ib^  au^o  o 
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esipeft  from  each  other  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  each  fierfoii 
hetf  his  proper  flation.  Minifters  nv^uld'not  ini^ade  the  civil 
callings  of  the  people,  nor  the  people  the  facred  calling  of  the 
hiMiftry  ;  but  afl  things  would  move  ordinately,  ficundumyjub 
tt  fupTA.  The  pleafure  of  fuch  a  fight,  would  as  much  trans- 
port grateious  fouls  with  joy  and  pleafure,  as  the  order  cflfSolo- 
iHon*8  houfe  did  the  queen  of  the  South. 

Goftfeftary  z.fnthe  tight  of  this  trpth^  w  may  alfo  read  our 
duty^  how  we  "ought  to  govern  our/elver  in  the  ordination  of  men 
fothe  frnnijterini  effic^.  This  office  is  to  be  committed  unto 
faithful  and  able  men,  2  Tim.  ;i.  2.  not  to  novices,  r  Tim. 
.  lii.  6.  I  Imow  Hie  heceffities  df  t4ie  chturhes  are  great,  but  no 
more  hafte  (I  befecch  you)  tb  fuppiy  thieir  wants,  than  good 
<peed.  Satis  celeriter  jfiet^  quicquia  commode  geritur :  That  is 
ibofn^enough,  dvat  is  well  enough.  It  is  a  leTs  hazard,  to  put 
an  ignotant  ruftic  into  an  apothecary^s  (hop,  to  compound  aiffl 
ptepare  medicines  for  men^  bodies,  than  to  tnift  a  man,  deft!* 
tute  both  of  faithfulnefs  and  prudence,  Tvith  the  di^enfaticte 
4f  ChrlftVordlhahces  to  men's  fouls. 

Some  men  are  moved  by  pitiful  low  ends,  i  Sam.  iu^^. 
•*  'Put  mte  into  thepricft's  office,  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  <Jf 
'*  bread.''  Some  by  ambition,  conceiting  tfaemfelves  as  able 
*and  holy  as  thebeft.  Numb,  xvi.3.  What  mens  fecret  ends 
^re,  w&  cannot  know  \  but  their  qualifications  for  that  work  vtc 
isHty,  and  ought  to  know.  We  are  folcmnly  charged,  ,to  "lay 
-^  hands  fuddenly  upon  no  man,"  i  Tim.  v.  2a.  In  Solomon^ 
kiltie,  the  Jews  were  exceeding  careful  and  wary  in  admitting 
profelite^,  becaufe  they  were  then  a  flourtihing  and  prpfpd^ 
lt)us  ftate ;  not  fo  cautelous  in  time  of  adverfity,  as  Jofepfaus 
*<)bferves.  I  would  difcourage  none  that  appear  to  have  pipus 
inclinatiohs,  matched  with  competent  qualifications.  Mary 
tb«  ufeful,  that  cannot  be  excellent.  Weaker  g5ftS|  rooted  ill 
ir^acidus  heart,  will  grow  by  ufingi  but  nothing  gVows  with- 
eut  a  f bdt.  I  think  the  plaineft  men  'have  done  the  grtateft  fer- 
^oe in  thedhiirch  of  Cbrift :  as  ttiider-eycd  Leih  brought  forth 
yinore  children  than  beautiful  Rachel.'  But^ftfll  fidelity  anil 
prudence  are  indifpenfible  qualifications. 

ConfetHnry  3.  If  there  be  fuch  Tfefcr^f  d«,  in  the  hand  of  Ghrift^ 
^>U  his  faithftil  and  wife  fervattts ;  Then  we  have  nojujlcaufe 
tt  reafon  to  repent  (foUr  choice  dfthis  (fj^ce^  whatever  fuffer" 
ings  and  reproaches  if  hath^  «r  yet  miiy  expofe  vi  to.  I  beiievfe 
none  of  us  ever  yet  felt  fuch  ftraitSi  endureafuch  ralferies,  or 
XJftained  fuch  labour^,  as  the  apoftlc  mentjon^  to  have'befaUeii 
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him,  %  Cor.  xi.  23,  24,  25,  26,  27.  and  yet  he  heartily  Aanks 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (for  all  chat)  who  had  counted  kin 
faithful)  and  put  him  into  the  miniftry. 

Brethren,  we  have  ferved  a  good  Mafter,  and  have  c^ufe  to 
admire  his  care  over  us,  ind  bounty  to  us ;  and  whatever  w^ 
have  fufPered,  we.may  fay  to  them  that  (hall  fucceed  us,  as  Tof- 
fanus  did  to  his  children  and  kindred,  in  his  laft  will  and 
teftament :  *  «  I  charge  you,  my  dear  children  and  relations, 
«*  That  ye  never  be  afhamed  of  the  evangelical  truth,  either 
**  for  the  fake  of  offences  arifing  from  within  the  church,  or  of 
•^  perfecutions  from  without  it.  Truth  may  labour,  but  can- 
"  not  be  fupprefled :  And  I  have  often  found  by  expedience, 
**  the  Lord  to  be  wonderfully  prefent  with  them,  that  walk 
«*  before  him  diligently  and  uprightly."  .  O  he  hath  been  a 
,good  God  to  us !  he  hath  covered  us  in  days  of  danger,  Biade 
provifion  for  us  and  ours,  and  yet  his  beft  rewards  are  b€hin4> 
Let  none  fcare  at  the  reproaches  and  perfecutions  that  attend 
the  gofpel. 

Ufe  II.  This  point  cafts  ari  ireful  countenance  upon  all  un- 
faithful and  imprudent  minifters,  who  give  their  people  the  chaff 
for  the  wheat,  and  ftones  for  bread  ;  who  glory  in  the  title,  and 
live  upon  the  profits,  but  neither  feed  the  flock,  ncr  mind  the 
accouiat.  They  preach,  they  pray,  becaufe  they  mull  jdo  fo^ 
but  none  are  the  better  for  their  prayers,  or  preaching.  ^  They 
feem  to  labour  an  hour  or  two  in  a  week,  but  their  labours  turn 
to  no  account;  nor  can  be  expe£ked  to  turn  to  any  good  ac- 
count, whilft  they  are  neither  animated  by  faithfuln^fs^  nor 
guided  by  prudence. 

Agicola,  writing  de  animantihus  fubterraneis^  tells  us  of 
a  certain  kind  of  fpirits  th^t  converfe  with  minerals,  and  much 
infeft  thofe  that  work  in  them.  They  feem  to  bufy  themfclves 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  workmen  \  they  will  dig  and  cleanfe, 
melt  and  fever  the  metals,  yet  when  they  are  gone,  the  wo  rk 
men  do  not  find  that  there  is  any  thing  done,  .  I  came  not  hi- 
ther (I  confefs)  to  deal  with  this  fort  of  men  ;  and  therefore 
^  ihall  leave  them  to  conCder  the  words  immediately  following 

*  Ohieflor  vosy  llheros  et  generos  charijjimos^  ne  HUus  veritath 
€vang$lic,je  unqaaw  vof  pudeat^  vel  propter  fcandaia  riami^  vii 
propter  p^rfecut tones y  qua  forif  ex€ftantur,  Poteft  enim  lah^-^ 
rare y  fed  nan  vinci  Veritas^  Et  nonfernel  e^pertus  fum  Doviinum 
Deum  Mirdbiiiiter  addejj'e  its  quichdram  ipfi  ambulant,  et  infua  vcr 
cctthne  feduh  et  integre  verfantur^  &c.  ^Melchi  Adam  in  vita  Tot 
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jmy  text,  which,  like  a  thunder-clap  from  the  mouth  of  Chriftj 
difcharges  woes  and  threatnings  upon  them,}  ver.  48.  to  the 
end  :  "  If  that  evil  fervant  fhall  fay  in  his  hearty  My  Lord  de- 
♦*  layeth  his  coming ;  and  fliall  begin  to  fmite  his  fellow-fer-' 
•*  vants,  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the  drunken  :  The  Lord  of 
**  that  fervant  fliall  come  in  a  day  that  he  looketh  not  for  him » 
^<  and  in  an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of;  and  (hall  cut  him  a- 
^^  funder.  and  appoint  him'  his  portion  with  hypocrites.  There 
•*  fhall  be  weeping,  and  gnafliin^  of  teeth."  Who  can  aggria- 
vate  their  mifery  more,  than  thcfe  word^  of  Chrift  have 
4bne  ? 

.  But  I  am  principally  concerned  at  this  time  about  our  pwn 
defe^,  both  in  faithfulnefs^  and  in  prudence ;  though  net-, 
ther  of  thefe  (I  hope)  be  totally  wanting  in  us,  yet  our  defe£l;ft 
and  £hort-coming$  may,  and  muft  greatly  humble  ui;.  Our 
Tain  expense  of  much  precious  time,  our  ihuffling  hafte  in  fo 
weighty  a  ftudy  as  the  falvation  of  our  people  is  ;  our  finful  fiv 
lence,  when  confcience  faith,  reprove :  our  coldnefs  and  dead<- 
heartediiefs  \  oxxt  unferious  and  unprofitable  converfes  \  our 
pride  and  oftentation  of  gifts ;  our  neglefk  of  perfonal  confer- ' 
<nces  :  AH  thefe  evidenUy  difcpver,  that  both  our  brains  and 
bowels  need  more  ftrength  and  tendernefs.  I  will  not  infift 
6ere  upon  thefe  particular^,  (let  us  do  that  in  our  ftudies)  but 
haftcn  to  the  exhortatiop^  and  therein  to  the  clofe  of  this  dif-. 
^ourfQt 

u  s  E  m. 

Are  faithfulncfs  and  prudence  the  efiential  requffit^  of  rhe 
fervants  arid  ftewards  of  Chrift's  houfe  ?  And  will  he  fo  am-  - 
ply  reward  them  in  whomfoever  he  finds  them  ?  Then  let  it  he^ 
0ur  care  arid  ftudy  txf  approve  ourfilves  t$  Hmy  fuch  as  he  here 
4efcribes  arid  encQwagei. 

But  who  am  If  to  manage  fuch  a  work  as  this,  among  men 
every  .way  above  me  i  However,  you  have  called  me  to  thi^ 
fervice,  and  Chrifl  hath  direfted  me  to  this  fubje<9: :  And  fhould  ^ 
1  now  filently  pafs  over  this  part  of  ray  work,  how  fhall  I  approve 
rayfelf,  either  a  faithful, or  a  wife  fervant  to  him  that  fent  me  ? 

I  defpair  of  ever  hsu^ing  fuch  another  opportunity ;  I  fee 
many  faces  in  this  aflembly,  whom  I  ihalj  never  fee  any  more 
in  this  wOrld.  I  fpeak  to  the  minifterg  of  Chrift,  the,.guide6  and 
paftors  of  fo  many  flocks.  May  T  be  in  the  leaft  inllruraental 
10  quicken  them  in  their  duties,  their  refjteftive  numerousi 
congregations  will  reap  the  benefit  of  it. 

My  hrethren,  this  is  the  day  I  have,  often  wiflied  for,  when 
N  n  n  :j       . 


in  the  fad  and  fikm  years  that  afepofi^  I  have  bemi  ieavAlqi 
my  own  h«ait»  and  enquiring  into  die  eaufes  of  Go^s  md^- 
nation  (as  I  doubt  not  you  alto  have  dene)  -,  i  ka^e  bewa90l 
the  fisfementioned  defeAs  befoie  the  Losdi  and  ei^guged  my 
finil  by  (blemn  promifeto  him^  that  tf  be  would  ofioe  nnme  o* 
pen  the  door  of  liberty,  I  woidd  (through  hisgracre)  lab^iir  to 
reform,  and  do  my  umioft  to  pcrfaade  w  my  bre^irai  taesssr- 
ok  more  minifterid  faitfafulneis  and  pmdeftce* 

And  now  I  smi^  where  my  foul  ha&  long  defir«d  M  1>e»  and 
die  wws  of  God  are  upon  me;  ftiffer  therefoie  (dmr  bMdlren)i 

Iea,  fuffcr  from  unworthy  me,  This  word  rf  exhortation  i  T^kt 
fidtoycufminiftry^thatyoufu^ix:  T^kfi  h»dto yourf^^s^ 
and  to  the  fluks  o^r  which  ^  Hofy  Ghoft  hath  mmde^  ym 
Ofverfetrs.  Let  us  fo  ftody  and  prea^  let  u^  {b  pray  and  eon- 
iricrfe  among  our  people,  that  we  may  both  ftpve  ourfid  Y^ee,  and 
tiiem  that  bear  us;  tet  us  frug^y  and  indi^iouflf  htiAand 
our  time  and  talents  for  Chrift ;  let  us  pructently  oDtttivve, 
zealoufly  and  unanimoufly  execute  our  holy  coi<tri¥anee%  for 
the  advancement  of  his  kiiigdom  and  intereft  in  the  wrorfd : 
Tbefe  are  plotting  times,  wicked  men  are  ev^rf  wii6fB-pioc« 
ting  to  difturb  the  mtil  peace ;  let  us  have  our  plot  too,  an 
honeft  plot,  how  to  advance  the  intereft  of  Chrift  in  the  foola 
<tf  our  people ;  wherein  we  ihall  alio  promote  and  fecwe  the 
civil  peace  of  that  happy  goverment  we  live  uncter*  L^  us>learii 
prudence  from  our  paft  follies,  and'  conftancy  from  ottf  poft 
experiences.    I  look  upon  you  that  are  aged  minifters,  as  fea- 
ibni  d  timber,  tliat  hath  kin  out  near. thirty  years  in  the  wea- 
ther; yet  neither  warped,  rained,  nor  rotten.    I  conirfs,  in- 
^1  this  time,  the  fun  hath  not  much  tried  the  for<*e  of  his  in- 
fluence upon  us,:  though  the  ftomis  have#  i  fufpe£l  otfr  greateft 
danger  will  be  in  the  funihine  of  liberty.    If  we  hold  it  now, 
;md  manage  this  trial  by  liberty,  with  eminent  faithfulne& 
and  prudence,  humility  and  peaceableneft,    zeal  and  dili- 
gence;  Chrift  may  ?ctount  us  fit  materials  to  build  his  houfe^ 
I«et  us  now  redeem  bur  many  fil^nt  Sabbaths,  by  double  and 
triple  impi^vements  of  thofe  we, enjoy:  Let  none  of  us  dare- 
to  bring  our  old  fins  into  our  new  pulpits.    Then  will  the 
Prince  of  paftors  delight  in  us  here,  and  crown  our  prudent 
ftithfttlnefs  with  a  fuH  reward  hereafter,   in  order  whereunto, 
;   give  me  leave  to  hint  (for  I  ean  ^o  no  more  than  hint)  tbefe 
three  thin^  by  way  of  motive,  which  are  worth  thinking  on : 

We  have  aiolemn  charge  given  us  by  Chrift. 

"UTe  have  a  ibleffiif  aceount  to  pa&  {bortly  with  Chrift. 

We  have  now  a  great  opportunity  to  improve  for  Cbrift. 


%^  Wk  baiHU  fiiemncbawgi  giv^  ^s  ty  Ofrifii  iTim.  kr. 

*  «^  %*  ^*  I  cfaftrge  thee  thermre  before  Ged,  and  the  Lc^d  Je- 

^^  f«sCh«tft,  tvhofliail  jadge^^q^ick  and  the  dead  at  hit 

^  3^|^fM»ring,  andhiakingctoin;  preach  the  word,  be  mttmt 

^  kifeafofty  atidMCcifeafoA;  reprove^  rebake)  ejiunt  vkh 

^  alt  fettg^xfttfering  and  do^ne*''    k  mnft  be  a  powerful 

4#piate  indetd,  «liii«  cait  &  b«nHn}>  said  ftupify  the  coitrcieiice 

^amiiiiAer)  wthatheftati  sot  §Hl  the  awfol  ai^beritf  or 

Aiob  adkar^ 

The  pnofCMOUS  ««id  imiVKertciI  feuk  ef  men  are  eomiiikted  to 
«^  touhj  ahtHCt  which  God  hadi  concerded  his  tfaoughta  from 
#lseni^y ;  for  the pofchafeof  which Chrift  hath  ftied  fais owit 
blood ;  for  the  wnmiDg  aitd  efpoufing  of  whkh  to  hiiuMfy  he 
iiath  pvit  yott  imo  this  office  $  at  n^hok  baiidt  be  wifi  alio  re- 
4|cdre  an  account  of  th«Ri  in  the  great  day. 

a.  #>  kave  ajhlemn  acttn^t  at  Pkat  day  to  p^fs  wtb  Chrifl.- 
lleb*  ^ii.  17.  '*  We  watch  km  their  fett}9»  a»  tbofe  that  imift 
^  gtT^  account."  And  what  can  more  pow^fuUy  excite  to^ 
Ibmful  diiigenee  in  the  difcharge  of  duty,  tjhan  die  coiifider^ 
attion  d that  tay  I  Whi<}h  the  apofUe  had  mentioned,  tn  2  Cor.' 
V.  10.  this  awful  appearance  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
^Strift}  he  immeidaately  infers,  ver.  ri.  <<  Knowing  therefore 
^  die  terror  of  the  Loi^,  we  perfuade  ^en.'* 

O  brethmn !  let  us^  b^are  ei  eomtnittinf ,  or  of  negik^ting 
smy  thing,  that  may  bring  us  within  the  copnpafs  of  the  terrors 
^  d  that  day.  Let  our  painftdnefs  and  faithfidnefs^  our  conftancy 
and  ferioufnefs,  compel  a  teftimony  from  our  congregations, 
as  the  apdftk  did  fyom  his.  Ads  xstiii*  a6.  *^  That  we  are 
'♦  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men." 

3.  We  have  a  great  opport unity  ti>  iinpr9Vef9r  Chrift :  which  . 
^  we  do,  we  fhall  fulM  his  charge,  and  efcape  the  terrors  of 
liis Judgment  in  that  great  day. 

We  have  now  (if  I  miftake  not)  the  feircft  feafon  we  evcf 
enjoyed,  iince  we  fbft  preached  Chrift ;  if  this  be  loft,  I  qitef- 
tloii  whether  we  may  ever  eaupcfl:  the  Hfee.  There  is  great  odds 
betwixt  our  prdent  circumftances  at  our  return  to  ourjlocks, 
and  our  paft  circumftanee^  when  we  left  thitm,.  and  that  both 
^   upon  our  own  account,  and  upon  theirs. 

I.  Up<m  9ur  own  account :  We  were  then. young,  and  (com- 
paratively)sunexperieneed  miniftersto  what  ^we  arc  now.  Tho*- 
we  have  too  many  defefts  anrf  weaknefles  Aill  to  lament,  yet 
lam  perfuaded  we  have  hot  fpent  fo  many  yiear^  amc^ig  tria'ls, 
fears,  and  fufFeriiigs  in  vain.  Thefc  things,  I  ani  perfuaded, 
buve  greatly  improved  ouv  acquaintance  with  God,  smd  our 
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^wn  hearts  .  It  will  be  as  fad  as  ftran^e,  if  they'baTe  noc  God 
liath  beeiv  traiiiing'us  up  in  faith,  humiUtyi  patience,  and  {e]{> 
denial  in  this  ibhool  of  affli&ion.  When  we  could  not  preach 
the  doBrine  rf  faith^  we  were  reduced,  by  ablcfled  necef&ty, 
to  live  the  Ufeoj faith.  The  rules  of  patience,  humility,  and 
fatisfafbion  in  tiie  ¥rillof  God,  we  were  wont  to  prefcrifaie  from 
our  pulpits  to  the  people,  we  were  neceffitated  to  pta^iife  and 
apply  to  ourfelies  in  our  iad  folitudes,  and  various  diffa-efles, 
through  which  the  Lord  hath  led  us.  So  that  now  we  come 
better  furniflied  to  the  work,  than  ever  before.  And  I  hope 
I  have^  ground  6r  you,  brethren,  to  fay,  as  the  apoftle^  of  bi» 
coming  to  the  Homans,  that  you  come  among  them  ^<  in  the 
«  fuinefs  of  theblcffing  of  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift." 
:  2.  There  is  gnat  odds  upon  the  peoples  account:  Many  of 
them  were  fuU-kd,  and  wanton,  when  we  left  then^ ;  they 
are  hungry,  and  liarp  fet,  at  our  return  to  them.  An  hungry 
appetite  appears  in  tlte  people  in  many  places,  liot  without  great 
caufe  and  reafoa.  They  are  willing  to  take  any  pains  :  your 
words  now  drop  upon  them  as  the  clouds  upop  the  cleftedl 
earth.  O  what  an  opportunity  doth  this  give  to  accompliih. 
the  great  ends  of  our  miniftry  among  them  ! 

Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  behold  the  fields,  are  they  not  even 
white  unto  the  harveft  ?  Let  hufbandmen  rather  lofe their  feed- 
time  and  harveft,  tiban  we  lofe  fo  precious  a  feafon,  fo  gieat, 
ib  rich  an  opportunity  as  this. 

I  have  finifhed  wjiat  concerneth  you,  my  reverend  and  dear 
brethren,  and  fellow  labourers  in  the  Lord's  harveft :  A 
word  or  two  remains  to  be  fpoken  to  the  people,  and  I  have 
idone. 

You  have  heard  what  a  variety  of  duty  lies  upon  us,  and 
what  difficulty  in  every  part  thereof  j  yet  IbiQ  our  labours  would 
be  light,  and  our  pains  pleafant,  might  we  fee  more  fruits,  and 
juccefs  of  them  amongil  you^ 

Your  barrcnnefe  a'nd  unperfuadablenefs,  your  divifions  and 
inftability  coii  us  more,  than  all  our  other  pains  in  our  ftudies 
*iand  pulpits.  How  eafily  and  fweetly  would  the  plough  go, 
would  you  but  f<^t  both  your  hands  of  pra^yer  and  obedience  to 
affift  us  in  that  work. 

You  have  now  af  bleffed  an  opportunity  as  your  ibuls  can 
defire,  yea,  that  very  feafon  of  mercy  fome  of  you  have  a  long 
timeanxiouily  djtivcpA*  You  have  confefled  to  God,  that  you 
once  finned  us  put  of  our  pulpits  \  God  forbid  you  jfhotild  next 
iin  us  into  our  graves. 

If  you  be  wanton  children  at  a  fixU  table,  our  enemies  are 
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iDOt  ib  &r  off,  but  God  can  quickly  call  them  ill  to  core  year 
'W^DtoDoefSy  by  taking  away  the  tloth. 

The  ftewards  of  Chrifl  provide  choice  di(hes  for  you,  even 
feafls  of  fat  things  foil  of  marrow ;  and  ferve  it  into  your  fools 
upon  the  knee  of  prayer  in  due  feafo0 :  have  a  qare  of  defpifing^ 
it,  if  at  any  time  the  diihes  be  not  garninK:d  as  you  expedk, 
with  curious  figures,  and^  flowers  of  rhetoric 

The  Lord  give  you  hoogry  appetites*  found  digtftio&s,  and 
thriving  fouls ;  then  (hall  ye  be  pur  crovm  of  refeicing,  and  we 
yours  in  the  day  of  our  Lord  Jefos  Chrift  :  To  the  word  of 
;whofe  grace  I  commend  you  all»  which  is  able  to  boild  yon  up^ 
and  give  yon  an  inheritance  among  them  that  are  f^uAified. 


A  DOUBLE  SCHEME,   ok  TABLE: 

Containing^  in  the  firft  fcolumn. 

The  SINS  moft  incident  to  the  Members  of  particular 
Churches,  plainly  forbidden  in  the  Word,  and  for 
which  Goo  fets  Marks  of  his  Difpleafure  on  them. 

And,  in  the  fecond, 

The  DUTIES  enjoined  on  them  in  the  Scripture^ 
in  the  confcientious  Difcharge  whereof,  they  receive 
fignal  Fruits  of  his  Favour. 

I.  Sm»  T^HE  firft,  and  more  I.  Duty.  TTHeir-firft  duty  is, 
-*•      general    fin    of  •*•     to.be  often  to^- 

church  members,  is,  a  defeA  gether  ina^hof  Chriftiancom- 

id  their  care  and  circumfpec-  munion.  Mai.  ill.  16.  **  Thea 

tion,   to  prevent  all  juft  of-  **  they  that  feared  the  Lord,, 

fences  to  them  that  are  with?  !*■,  /pake  often  one  to  another,'' 


out;     forbidden,    Col.  iv.  5,  jdrc.  Such  meetings  for  prayer, 

**  Walk  in  wifdom  towards  repetifion    of    fermons,    and 

"  them  which  are  without.*'  ChriQian  conference,    greatly 

By  a  careiefs  difregard  of  this  conduce  to  mutual  edification  1 

rule,  we  harden  the  wicked  in  which  is  the  principal  intend 

their  fins,  bring  guilt  upon  our  tion  of  ChriAian  fellowibiPf 

felves,  and. reproach  npoa  the  £pb.  iv.  i6» 
name, and  wajfs  of  God. 


47» 

II.  Sin.  The  fecood,  and 
more  particular  fio  of  finne 
cKorch-memben,  is  tdMndb, 
aod  ocgteft  of  their  drtl  call- 
logs }  agrfoft  the  exmreft  nrie, 
aTbefllUL  ic,  la.  <<  There 
are  (bme  which  wiAc  atnofig 
yoft  dtforderly,  workieg  eot 
acall:  Soch  we  eomosaiid 
and  exhort  by  oor  Lord  Je* 
•«  fo?  Chrift,  that  with  qsiet- 
«  ntfi  they  work,  tod  eat 
•'  their  owa  bread."  This 
Inrifigs  porercycm  thcifelrcs, 
aad  fcandal  on  religion. 

ni.  Sk.  The  third  fm  Is 
iaIe*beariog,  and  revealing  the 
f ecrets  of  families,  and  pemos ; 
wbeiice  many  ftrifes  aFife,  to 
ihe  cooling  and  Quenching  of 
motoallove;  esprefsty  forbid* 
deo^  JLet.  xix.  i6.  **  Tboa 
**  (halt  not  go  up  and  down  as 
"  a  tale-bearer  among  thy  peo- 
•«  pie.**  And  i  Tim.  v.  13. 
<'  Not  only  idle,  but  tatkrs  al* 
^  fo,  and  bufy-bodies,  fpeak- 
**  ing  things  which  they  ought 
«  not." 

IV.  Sin.  The  fourth  fin  is 
«n  ttXy  credulity  of  private 
whifpers,  and  ra(h  cenfures 
thereopob.  Thii  we  ought 
not  to  do  agaiuft  the  meane ft 
member.  2  Cor.  %\u  2c. 
*«  Left  there  be  debates,  en- 
«•  vyingSyWrafhs,  ftrifes,  backi- 
**  bitii^,  Whifpfrings,*'  ibc. 
Much  lift  agatoft  charch-of- 
^cers;  1  Tim.  v.  19.  "  A* 
''^  gainft  an  eider  receive  not  an 
<^  acett(aik>0i  but  before  two 
«*  or  three  witnefies.*"  This 
'^rikes  at  the  bond  of  peace. 


A  doiibk  Stheme,,  if  fiiMr. 

n.  Duty.   Thdr  ftoond  Ah 
ty  is,  to  follow  and  bnA  dk 
great  defign  of  the  goTpd  h 
the  world,  and  ctkerem  sIBil 
the  pobllc  mioiitryy  b^  mdi 
private  and  pradeoe  he^og  oa 
the  converGwi  of  the  cvuil 
and  carelefs  worid.  Fbfl.  hr.  3. , 
*'  Help  tfaofe  wcn&eii  that  fah^ 
**  boured  with  me  in  the  got-- 
**  pel,  ire.  fat  the  Lord  JeAs: 
^  Chrift's  fake,   and  for  die> 
*'  love  of  the  Spirit,    ftrive: 
*    togetner  wnn  wc^     icoib.' 
XV.  30. 

III.  Doty.  Their  third  duty 
is  humble  condeibenfion  to  the 
bfirmities  of  their  weaker  bre* 
thren,  and  denying  tbemielves 
in  what  they  can,  without  fia, 
that  they  g|te  them  oo  w&ncs. 
Rom.  XV.  I.  ''  Wetbeathat 
'*  are  ftrong,  ought  to  bear  the 
'*  infirmities  of  the  wenk,^  and 
^  tiot  to  pleafe  onrfelves.^ 
Aad  ver.  2.  **  Let  etery  Die 
<«  of  us  pleafe  bis  nei^bourt 
''  for  his  goodf  toedil^tHm." 


IV.  Duty.  Thdr  fourth  du- 
ty is  to  be  exceeding  tender  df 
the  church's  unity,  both  in 
judgment,  love,  andpradtice; 
avoiding  (as  much  as  may  be^ 
and  as  far  «s  the  gofpel  rule  :d« 
lows)  ^  cserfes  and  occafioos 
of  diviiion  and  feparatioo. 
R6m.  xvi.'i7.  "  Mark  them 
<'  Which  caofe  divifions  and 
<<*  ofFences,  and  avoid  them.** 
And  Phil.  li.  1.2,  ^'tf  thete 
^*  be  any  confofartionin  Chrift, 
«  &c.  be  yt  Hke  adindcd.^ 


A  ioiM$  Silmi,  w^  foMe. 


'P.m.  irbetr  fifth  fioisiQ 

'lft«ir  negled  of  Ootf's  ordi- 

ttaacefi  DfKiif  flight  div^rfiofis^ 

^faeff  tbey  are  neither  dtfikbied 

^y  W0rk»of  necd&rf,  or  ttier- 

-€f,    ctmt^y  t6  Heb.  x.  25. 

^  NotferfakfagtbeaflembliDg 

^  of  offrfeive^  rage  f her,  atf  the 

♦*  inaBoer  of  fecBe  hr."    Tri- 

'  ^lal  occafioM  (hovtd  dWisin!  Ao 

ChridiaD  from  atteading  fipoo 

Qoif  9  ordbiaAeea* 


^  VT.  Sin.  The  (i3«lb  fio  i»a 
4^G:  m  zed  for  God's  ord!- 
v^tences,  mai^fefted  id  their  difo- 
ttiry  atteodaiiCe;  coofrary  to 
Wfzl  atHLil  t.  ^M  was  glad 
**  wbtii  they  faid  umo  me,  let 
•«^  tis  go  iiKd  the  boofe  of  the 
^  Lord."  Aod  UnfoitaUe  to 
their  firft  praAke,  Gal.  iv.  5. 
*'  Where  is  thea  the  Ueffed- 
«  oefs  r  &c, 

TIL  Sin.  The  fevetith  fm  b 
irreyereoee,  and  waot  of  feri- 
eufdefs  under  ordimmces ;  con- 
trary to  Ffal.  Ixxxix.  7    **  God 
*»*  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  tha 
^^  afleinbly  of  the  faints ;  and 
^  to  be  bad  h>  reverefice  of  all 
**  that  are  round  about  him.*' 
And  this  is  manifeft  in  vain  at- 
tlf^ ;    I  Cor  Jfi.  io.   "  The 
^*  woman  ought  to  have  pow- 
^  cr  on  her  head,  becanfe  of 
^  the  angels."  Atid  unfeemly 
poftbres  and  geOures ;   Etcl. 
t.  I.   "  Keep  thy  foot  when 
^«  thou  goeft  to  thehoofeof 
^  God ;  and  be  ihore  ready  to 
'<  hear,  than  to  give  the  facri- 
^  fice  of  fools.** 


473 


V.  Duty.  Their  fifth  duty 
ii  a  retpedlfui  carriage  towards 
the  meaneft  Chrifliad^  and  to 
have  higher  elleem  of  others 
fbati  themrehes.  fixterdal 
things  make  no  difference  with 
Chrlft ;  Rom.  xH.  10.  "  In  ho- 
•*  nour  preferring  one  another.** 
GaK  iii.  2«.  ••  Ye  are  all  one 
«  in  Chrift  Jelus.**  Yet  a  de- 
corum  ri  to  be  kept  fulrable  to 
civil  difltrenoes;  Eph.  v,  21. 
**  Submitting  yotirfelvea  to  oiie 
••  another  in  the  fear  of  God.** 

VI.  Duty.  Their  fixth  duty 
is,  meekly  to  receive  reproofs 
from  each  other  for  their  (ins, 
efpedally  when  the  matter  is 
juft,  and  the  manner  of  deli- 
vering it  regular  ;  Pfal.  cxli.  5. 
**  Let  the  righteons  fmlre  me, 
f *  it  ibail  be  a  kindnefi :  And 
•*  let  hhtt  reprove  me,  it  (hall 
••  be  an  excellent  oil,'*  ifc. 

▼II.  Duty.  Their  fevctitfe 
duty  is,  to  communicate  their 
fpiritual  flock  of  gifts,  graces, 
and  experiences,  not  interfering 
with  public  officers,  nor  by  (in- 
ful  partiality  Inciuding,&me, 
and  excluding  mafiy  othet's  (to 
whom  it  is  aidne,  and  who  may 
have  more  need)  from  the  be- 
nefit thereof;  iPet.iv.  10:  ♦Ms 
**  every  aran  hath  received  the 
**  gift,  even  fo  minifter  the 
**  faine  one  to  another.**  I  Tim. 
V.  ir.  '•  Obferve  tbcfc  things, 
♦*  without  preferring  one  be- 
**  fore  another,  doing  nothing 
^*  by  partiality/* 


Vofc.VIU. 


O  o  0 


474  J  ioMi  Schmt,  ^  TaUe. 

VIIL  Sm.  The  eighth  fin        Vlir.  Dfity.   Tbdr  OgbA 

reproveabletotbcm,  is,  thcne- 
gicA  of  giving  and  takiog  due 
reproofi  from  each  other ;  con- 
trary to  Lev.  xix.  17.  **  Thou 
**  flialt  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy 
*'  neighbour,  and  not  (offer  fin 
•*  upon  him."  And  Chrift's 
own  rule,  Matth.  xviii.  15. 
«'  Go»  and  tell  him  his  fault 
•<  between  thee  and  him  ^• 
"  lone."  And  fo  for  taking 
reproofs,  fee  Pfal.  cxli.  5. 
"  Let  the  righteous  finite  me>** 


IX.  Sin.  The  ninth  fin  is, 
mutual  Arifes  and  animofities, 
not  feaJbnably  and  prudently 
compbfed  among  themfelves, 
but  fcandaloufiy  expofed  to  the 
.view  of  the  world )  contrary 
to  the  apofile^s  rule,  i  Cor.  ^n* 
5,  6.  **  Is  there  not  a  wife 
**  man  among  you,  6fc»  But 
'*  brother  goeth  to  law  with 
•*  brother,  and  that  before  the 
**  unbelievers?  Now  there- 
**  fprc,  there  is  utterly  a  fault 
•*  among  yon/* 

X.  Sin.  The  tenth  fin  is,  the 
privatenefs  of  their  fpirits,  cen- 
tering too  much  in  their  owtf 
concerns;  exprefsiy  conden^- 
ned,  Phil.  ii.  21.  <<  All  feek 
**^  their  own,  not  the  things 
•'that  are  Jefus  Chrift's.'* 
And  contrary  to  fcripture  ex- 
ample«  2  Cor.  xi.  29.  <'  Who 

**  is 


duty  is,  chearfuUy  ta 
tticate   their    oatward    good 
things  for  the  relief  of  thdr 
brethren;  Heb.xiii.  16.  **  To 
**  do  good,  and  to  commani- 
'*  cate,    forget    not."     Aad 
the  better  to  enable  them  here- 
unto, to  be  diligent  10  their 
callings ;  Eph.  iv.  28.  «<  Work- 
**  ing  with  bis  hands,    riiat  he 
**  may  have  to  give  to  him 
**  that  needeth.**     And  cfpe- 
cially  to  make  comfortable  pro- 
vifion  for  their  minifters,  not 
by  way  of  coortefy,  butdatyr; 
I  Cor.  ix.  14*  "  £ven  fo  bath 
**  God  ordained.    That  they 
*^  which   preach  the   go(pel, 
"  (bould  live  of  the  gofpeU** 
IX.  Duty.  Thdr  ninth  do* 
ty  is,  not  only  to  relieve  the 
diftrefled  members  of  Chrift, 
but  to  feek  out,  and  vifit  then^ ; 
to  know  their  fpirituri  and  teiD- 
poral  wants,    in   order  to  a 
full  difcharge  of   that  duty; 
James  i.  27.   *'  Pure  religion, 
*•  and  undefiled  before  God 
•*  and  the  Father,  is  this.  To 
**  vifit.  the  fatherlefs  and  wi- 
**  dows  in  their  affliction,*' 6#. 


X.  Duty.  Their  tenth  duty 
is,  to  put  charitable  conflruc- 
tions  npon  doubtful  words  and 
actions;  and  if  either  will  ad« 
mit  a  double  fi^nfe,  always  to 
take  it  in  the  faireft,  according 
to  the  law  of  charity ;  1  Cor. 
xiii.  7.  ''  Charity  beareth  all 
**  things,  believctfa  all  things, 
•*  hopcth 


Six  Benefits  (f  waging  for  the  foregoittg  Rules.  475 
**  U  weak,  and  1  am  oot  weak  ?  *'  hopeth  all  tbtogs,  cndareth 
^*  Whois  evaded,  and  I  bum  "  alljhifigs."  Andfochacha* 
^'  not  ?*'        *  rlty  will  defend  and  maintaia 

church  peace  tind  OQity. 


Six  Benefits  of  walking  by  thefe  Rules. 

I.  Ben^t.  CTriA  i^nd  I^eedful  attendance  to  thefe  rules,  will 
^  put  a  luftre  upon  religion  before  the  world,  and 
make  it  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  now  defpife  it.  Tit.  ii. 
10.  "  Adorn  the  doflrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  ihipgs.'* 
"Which  he  here  fpeaks,  to  encourage  all  te  ordinate  walking. 

n.  Benefit.  This  will  allure  and  win  the  iworld  over  to 
Chrift,  and  wonderfully  profper  and  further  the  defign  of  the 
gbfpcl.  PhiL  ii.  15,  16.  "  That  yc  may  be  blamelcfs  and' 
**  harmlefsy  the  fons  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft  of  ^ 
J*  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  ^c*  That  I  may  rejoice  in 
**  the  day  of  Chrift,  that  I  have  not  run  in  vain,  neither  la* 
•*  boured  in  vain." 

III.  Benefit.  This  will  effe^ualty  Hop  the  mouths  of  all  the 
•dfetrading  and  blafpheming  enemies  of  religion,     i  Pet  ii.  i5» 
'*  For  fo  i^  the  will  of  God,  that  with  wejl-doing,  ye  may  put ' 
**  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolifh  men.'^ 

IV.  Benefit.  This  will  eminently  glorify  GokI,  which  is  the 
sihTmate  end  pf  our  beings.    Matth.  v.  id.   "  Let  your  light 

'  '**  fo  ihine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and. 
•*  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

y .  Benefit.  This  will  ajl  the  people  of  God  (by  way  of  evU 
4tncc)  with  much  inward  peace.  Gal.  vi.  16.  '*  And  as  many 
**  as  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and  mer^ 
«•  cy  upon  the  Ifrael  of  God." 

VI.  Benefit.  This  will  fecure  the  prefence  of  God  with,  apd 
jmong  us ;  whence  refults  both  the  efficacy  of  ordinances,  and 
the  flability  and  glory  of  the  churches :  For  Chrift  walks  among* 
~  the  golden  candlefticks,  and  threatens  the  churches,  in  cafe  of. 
4efef tion  from  gofpel  rules,  *^  to  remove  the  candleflick  out  of 
^^  bis  place,  except  they  repcQt,"  Uevi  ii.  i,  5, 

F      I      N      I      S. 
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How  be  breathed  oat  his  fpirit  to  Jus  Father        ,  477 


dn^  AlpbAtHkd  ThiUfor  tU  fitft  Vdwm.         479 

Pag. 
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Circumcijion  of  Chrift,  how  he  was  humbled  id  it  253 
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Condtnmation  rf  Chrift^  the  great  iojullice  of  it  (hewn  in 

fix  particulars  320,  &c. 
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The  wickednefs  of  Pilate  in  giring  it  againft  him  32; 

Several  nleful  inferences  concerning  it  328. 
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How  Chrift  prayed  that  his  might  pa(s  from  him  295 
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T\Arius  (king  of  Perfia)  declared  filthy  waters  was  fwcct 
^^    to  him,  in  his  great  thirft,  452.    Vide  fhirfi. 
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UfefDl  dednilioos  from  the  encourftgeoieill  of  belletvn 
in  it  4S6 
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How  Chrift  fiaifhed  the  woilc  of  redemption  00  the  crofs  46J 
What  aflbraooe  we  have  of  the  Work  of  redempffon  b8i«- 
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Future  (late,  the  reality  of  one  after  this  Jifeproved        42; 
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admiDiftered  100 
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•*.       power  of  it  148 

-T —  Of  the  Jews  concerniDg  Chrift,  the  nattire  and  caa^ 
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How  t|ie  gofpel  cafls  them  down  2i6 
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'^    ,  fbrhisdeatb  292 

How  we  fhould  imitate  par  Saviour  in  it  29$ 
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Vid.  Meritorious. 

R 
^     n  Fdimptm,  the  wonderful  love  of  God  and  Chrift  therein   54 
^^     What  things  arc  implied  in  it  191 
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How  we  Aioold  endeavour  to  have  the  oomfiort  of 

Chrift's  being  thus  101 

Se^'COftfidence,  the  beft  are  in  danger  of  it  377 

Sef'-difiiait  Chrift  the  moft  eminent  pattern  of  it  247 

Sentence  (againft  Chrift),  the  great  evil  of  ic^  fliewn  ia 

fix  particulars  326 

With  what  meeknefs  oar  Saviour  received  bis  onjuft  ooc    3  28 
Ufeful  inferences  concerning  it  Md, 

Sheep  of  Chrift,  who  of  them  were  fcattertd  from  him  37a 
Eight  arguments  of  their  forfaking  Chrift  in  his  fufFeriogs  373 
The  occafions  of  their  being  fcatcered  from  Chrift  375 

The  tendernefs  of  their  ftiepherd  toward  themi  377 

Several  nfeful  inftruAions  from  their  forfaking  Chrift         383 
Sin,  How  the  exceeding  evil  of  it  is  di(cover<^  19S 

Solitude  of  Chrift  in  his  fufferings,  confidered  and  improv- 
ed, 370.         Vid.  Sheep. 
&11/9  (of  man)  the  predooiocis  of  if  appears  from  the 

price  of  its  redemption  74 

How  Chrift  commended  liis  to  his  Father  when  dying         477 
What  is  implied  in  a.  believer's  commending  it  to  God  at 

death  479 

The  encouragements  belivers  have  to  conunend  theirs  to  | 

God  48a     I 

Ufeful  inferences  from  the  encouragements  pf  commend- 
ing it  to  God  48; 
Spirit  of  tnartf  to  be  commended  to  God  at  death              479     | 
Vid,  561//.  I 
St^erings  of  Chrift,  the  greatnefs  of  thofe  in  his  body       454 
The  peculiar  extremity  of  thofe  he  endured  in  his  foul  455 
Superfcriptionon  Chrift's  crofs,  explained  and  applied  359,  tfc. 

Vid.  TitU. 
Sweetnefs  of  the  Chriftian  religion  inferred  from  Chrift's 

incarnation  87 

Sword,   (of  God*s  juftice)  how  faid  to  be  awakened  againft 

Chrift  371 

What  We  learn  from  its  being  drawn  againft  Chrift  alone  381 

T 

T  Backer,  Qhrift  is  fo  to  the  church  in  the  moft  fu* 
preme  fenfe  ^  126 

How  Chrift  performs  this  office,  131.    Vid*  Prophet, 


Aa^  AfplkAiiicai  Taik  /or  the  feami  Vchme.       4*f 

Pag. 
Thirft^  The  affiiAiireiiers  of  it  when  violeoc  45^ 

How  that  of  ChriA  was  occa(io&ed  by  his  extreme  fuf- 

fcrings  454 

Several  afefol  iofereoces  from  that  of  oui-  Saviour  458,  be, 

TThrone^^  How  Chrift  obtains  one  in  mens  hearts  2 16 

Tim^,  The  precipnfnefs  of  that  which  is  prefent  42! 

Ti'f  i!r»  (on  the  crofs  of  ChriA)  the  natnre^of  it  explained  359,'  hiu 

How  diyine  provideofce  appeared  in  it  363 

Uleful  inferences  from  the  circnoiftances  attending  it      364 

Triaioi  Chrift,  The  injufiice  of  it  manifcfted  320 

U 

T  INbelievirs,  How  difmal  their  (late  is  at  death  486 

^   UruUrfianding,  How  Chrift  is  faid  to  open  it  I4C|^ 

What  things  are  implied  in  Chrifl*s  opening  it  143 

'In  what  way  onr  Saviour  opens  it  146 

UfefuUeflbosfromtbedoArineof  Chrift'sopemngit  147,  6c. 

W 
\VrE€p%ngf  How  Chrift  forbade  it  upon  his  own  account  332 
^^    Why  our  Saviour  required  it  of  the  Jews  for  them- 

felves  333 

Wifdom,  The  different  notions  of  it  in  the  book  of  Proverbs  44 
Wifdom  of  God,  How  it  (bines  forth  in  Chrift*s  incarnation  87 
Wonderful,  How  fitly  Chrift  is  fo  called  106 

Word,  Why  Chrift  is  fo  called  77 

Worlds  How  little  regard  is  to  be  bad  of  its  efteem  or 

contempt  264 

Work  (f  Chrl/i,  how  it  was  finilhcd  on  the  aofi  461 

Vid.Fin^d. 
Workingf  The  neceflity  of  it  in  religion  473 

We  fliould  imitate  Chrift  therein  ihid» 

Z 

ZAkucuSi  A  noted  inftance  of  his  tempering  juftice  with 
mercf  199 


VOLUME      II. 


Acceptance  with  God,  how  believers  have  it  through 
Chrift  369 

How  Chrift  procures  it  for  believers  374 

How  the  confideration  of  it  (hould  be  improved     375,  ifc» 


4t8        Jn  MphabeHcat  TMi  fir  th$  fittini  V^iuM. 

Admiral^  vid.  Ijtrd  High-AdmraL  Pagi 

Advocate^  what  an  excellent  ooe  Chrift  is  3^1 

Ambtffadars  (of  Chrift),  minifters  fo  called  145 

What  God*8  treating  with  finnert  by  them  implies  146 

The  great  concern  aboat  which  they  treat  wkh  fioners    149 

What  qualifications  they  (honld  be  endowed  with  106 

jbmthiiationf  not  the  worft  of  evils  47j 

.  Jpplkatum  (of  Chrifi's  benefits)  the  general  natnce  of  it 

explained  no 

The  nature  and  neceifity  of  it  more  particularly  expreA 

fed  in  eight  propofitions  .1 1 1«— 1 1 1 

Several  uieful  inferences  concerning  it  119 

jirticUs  Qi  peace  wtdiGod»  what  they  are,  1 1.  Vid.  Pau^ 
(^fcenjion  of  Chrift  proved,  md  fevend  circnoiftances  of  \t 

explained  40 

.    The  remarkable  manner  of  it  (hewn  in  feverai  pardcn- 

lairs  41 

A  fixfold  proof  of  the  neceiOty  of  it  4j 

.    Several  nfefoi  inferences  concerning  it  47 

jlffent  of  bitby  doabts  concerning  it  anfwercd  az6 

B 
.^Entfiis  of  Chrtd,  how  well  they  are  fuited  to  the  cafe 
^    of  fioners  1% 

Blood  of  Chrift,  The  principal  ends  of  fliedding  it  a 

Vid.  Dei^th. 
tody  of  Cirifi,  How  it  was  raifod  from  the  dead,  (hewn 

jn  leveral  particulars  2 j 

Bodies  of  bilievirs^  How  joyful  the  refiirreAion  of  them 

will  be  to  their  fools  31 

'     How  vhcy  (hould  be  governed  and  employed  34 »  ire. 

Bridegroom,  what  an  incomparable  one  Chrift  is      .  326 

Bringing  us  to  God^  What  this  phrafe  imports  390 

The  happioefs  of  being  ioterefted  in  it  ^  39I 

What  inflaence  Chrift's  fuiFerings  have  upon  it  393 

Ufeful  deduf^ions  from  Chrlft*s  being  the  author  of  it    394 

Burden  (ffin.  The  greatnefs  of  it  difcovered '  260 

Whence  a  foul  is  Oipported  under  it  266 

Why  God  caufes  it  to  prefs  hard  upon  feme  finnera        270 

Ufeful  inferences  from  the  confideration  of  it  27a. 

Proper  advices  to  them  who  are  under  the  weight  of  it  273 

Vid.  Heavy  iaden. 

C 
r^Nrift,  His  fitting  at  the  right-hand  of  God  explaioed 
V-#    and  applied,  45.    Vid.  Right-band.. 


'4Skr0,  The  H^uaiot  ditti  to  him  fuM  dhri(tfa(iii  Ji 

It  is  hooodrabie  to  fuffer  repiroach  for  Jaippi  53 

flaw  bettetert  haye  JecHBomiuott  iritk  Uni  246 

Vid.  CUmmUttkn. 
'Wt^tkiatocoitietoriitiii,  2^.        Vid.CW. 
AVbat  aa  Excellent  phyfidaii  he  isi»  aSi.     Vid.  ^hyfidaui 
liovliebcaUedthepieiiMfedn«rq|r»3(Sf8.    Vid;  ^^^(7; 
Hovir  he  is  altogethir  Mefyy  320.         Vid;  tsvefy. 
iiovtf  he  is  the  dl(/fr^  ^  ail^twni,  j}2.    Vid.  i>^^« 
How  he  is  the  Ij>rd  Hf  gb^,  344.        Vid.  i^r4. 

Coming  »  Ctr^^  what  Is  iolfilied  aod  ifltdoded  thereitt        xfi^ 
How  Chiift  iotites  (itinet-s  to  It  ^  '     ijf 

Why  only  £Q<)>drdelitd  fo^h  are  ilii4ted  io  it  1 80 

D^GOCitagemefitafromitrcdced  aodaarfWre^  z^ 

It  is  the  iaiffledlati  duty  and  bappidefsof  faca^  Men 
fitaers  a4; 

tmmumfm,  hoW  all  believers  hai^e  it  ti^ith  GhfHt  24^ 

The  things  wherein  GhrtiHaiii  hate  it  not  with  Cihrift     24 jp 
Thofe  thinjp  wherein  Chrift  and  believers  have  it  24^ 

iBy  what  means  CShittiafls  come  to  kave  It  m^ith  odir  Sa- 

tioiit  i^t 

The  great  dlgfli^  of  dnr  tiaving  it«  ^wn  in  fit  fnirti- 

coldrs  Ijij 

Sev^rftl  niSsfnl  iflfereiCitfs  from  the  doArltte  of  it     i$^,  m*. 
Signs  of  having  commnn'ion  with  ChrUt  25^ 

J^/^tM(^Ifraei)Cbriftisfoa«led  ^ft 

The  datuK  of  ^onfelatioa  opcided  35^ 

-    HbwChriftofiAykibtobeKevtrs  35$ 

None  but  believers  are  interefted  in  it,  atid  whf  356 

Whence  beUeVefs  themielveS  are  ibinetimes  wtthdnt  it    3  %y 
Several  niefnl  inferences  fro*  <C^iA*s  being  fo  35% 

Gruc^kH  (of  tbedeA)  urtiaititli,  (hewn  negattvtly  and 
poGtiVely  4S6 

tVhy  the  aiortiAesitfott  ct  6nU  ^ipteftti  %y  Mt  489 

^he  necefflty  of  it  to  evidence  ottr  being  hi  Chritt         491 
The  fiiAftifykig^ilit  k  Ihe  oti^ly  (Mndpte  €i(  k  493 

80W itevfaices a  fours intercft in Cbrift  49$ 

tf  :  . 

t\i4d,  ksm^M  witfenerate  ftttders  «re  tiot^  afti  how 
A^     they  are  fo  '  at^ 

Vat.  Via  ^in 


Diod,  The  4q4orabIeaef8  of  being  fb,  iit  a  Ipiricad  fc^le  2a» 

Vid.  I>e0th  fpiritmi. 
Deaths  That  of  Cfarift  was,  in  geoeral,  defigoed  for  toot 

excelleot  ends   , 

Death  Jpiritud^  the  nature  of  it  ddcribed  in  federal  par- 

tictflars  i%% 

The  certahny  of  Chriftiers  fouls  behg  under  it,  proved     49^ 

Jhfire  if  all  natm$,  bow.Chrift  is  fe  called  332 

Five  thhgs  implied  in  CbrtA^s  betag  thas  AHed  333 

The  reaibns  of  Chrift's  being  efteemed  as  foch  336 

Several  Q.lcfnl  improvements  of  Chrifi's  being  i^     337,  bu 

Dtfires  after  Chfifi,  Cbara&ers  of  die  trmh  of  them         33^ 

The  bleflednefs  of  them  339 

DireAioos  for  kindling  and  increafiffg  of  theAi  341 

Difeafes,  the  fpiritnal  ones  which  Chrifl  cures  2S3,  ire 

y\i,  Pkyjician. 
Drawing  (of  iinners  to  Cbrift)  what  implied  in  the  Fa- 
ther's doing  it  .      i6S 
The.  wonderful  way  wherein  God  doed  it    .  1 67 
The  impoffibilky  of  com'rog  to  Chrift  without  it             173 
Ufef&l  inferences  from. the  confideratibn  of  it                 .177 

E 
17;>^^tf^ad0f/«  MiniOersfo  called  in  fcifiptufe  144 

■*^    V'ld.'jmiaJ/aikrs. 
Eternity^  how  emioentlf  a  gemle^oman  was  affeAed  with 

feeing  this  word  ...  ^66 

ExaUafton  of  Chrift,  the  seceffity  of  it  to  ot^r  falvatton '    i^ 

What  abundant  comfoi^t  it  jitelds  to  fii^re  Ghrifliaas       24 

The  federal  fleps  of  it  at  larg^  coafiderdi  aiMi  improved    40 

F  _ 

■'•303 

2*4 
Arguments  againlt  the  imputation  of  it  for  rtghleou&eft  2  tp 
Its  jaftifying,  as  a  condition,  argued  againft  22^ 

Many  found  bdievtera  doubt  their  waut.of  it,  upoff  ut- 

due  grounds  .  ;   -  225 

The  leaft  degree  of  that  ^iHiicb  is  iav^ig,  a  very  yalmil)k 

mercy  ,^i^ 

The  danger  of  being  without  the  means  of  it  229 

It  is  t6  be  ezaukined  by  the  antecedenjtSt.  the  eoacQtni- 

tantSy  and  confequents  of  it  2ft 

FettewjBip,  (with  Chrift)  explafaied  at  iargei  andapplttd  ^243 

Vid.  Communm. 


TpAitb^  The  faving  a^  of  it  eaprefled  by  recefvin^  Ghrift 
**    Arguments  againft  its  being  the  mattes  of  jaftification 


«<fc  jUph^itk^  TaUifir  ihefiemii  l^^m^      491 

Rlt/&,  A  dtftourfe  coDeen&iHg  the  crudfyli^  of  it  491 

Vid,  Mwrt^atkn. 
^reetbm  of  Chriftiads ;  die  Daiore  and  excdleacy  of  it  o> 

-    '    peoed  and  applied,  379.  *W\A.  Liberty^ 
Friend^  ix^liat  ao  incomparable  ooe  Chrifl  i«  3  ^9 

';.'    ■  G  ' 

CTjfts,  the  valuable  opes  which  Chrift  gave  at  his  a(cen» 
fibo  43 

What  care  we  (hould  lake  oot  to  abofe  cfceoi  4I 

H 

HiS^dt^e  £»;£nt,   Bow  feme  arf  £b  with  the  bordeafeme 
lenleof  fill  2(Jz 

The  difficnlty  of  tbeartog  qp  fioder  it  264 

Whence  any  fenls  are  kept  from  finking  upder  1%  ^06 

Why  God  (bffers  finoeHs  to  be  io  270 

Ufeful  inferences  c^oceroiog  |t  272 

Several  advices  to  them  that  are  in  this  cafe  273 

:  Why  fuch  ^ly  ^re  iovited  by  oar  Saviour  to  come  to  him  280 
flolinefs  is  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  beauty  pf  fools        ,    14 
'  Vid.  San^jficatim* 

It  is  the  great  fcope  of  the  doArbe  of  redemption  67 

Th^  ftrong  obligations  Chrifiians  are  laid  ooder  10  it 
by  the  Fatbeify  <»9;  and  by  the  Son,  73;  and  by 
the  Spirit  74 

What  ftrong  engagements  Chiiftisms  are  under  to  it^ 

from  themielves  76 

We  are  (Irongly  obliged  toit»  upon  the  account  of  others'   79 
Cbriflians  have  £ar  greater  advantage  for  prafVifing  of  it 

than  others  82 

It  is  e2ic<sedii^  ufeful  to  win  fools,  honour  religion,  and 

encourage  minifters  ^9i  9t 

The  ferions  pra£iioe  of  it  aws  fmners  now,  and  will  con- 
vince them  in  the  judgment  92,  g^ 
H(Jy  Spirit,  Reafons  why  we  ihould  take  heed  of  griev- 
ing him  4$ 
fionour.  How  great  that  6f  Chrift  is  in  heaven  44 
^  Ihat  which  will  be  cooferred  upon  the  faints  abpTe  59 
Hope,  how  groundlefs  that  of  unregener^te  finnersis       '  404 

I M^r^^  of  Chrift.  the  fccnrity  of  it  5  c 

Judgment  (the  laft)  the  fubjeA,  objeft,  and  fountain  of  it    j^'j 
irhc  certainty  of  it  proved  from  fcripture  and  reafon  i| 


49»      'M  JiM^^I  Mltfi^fkfJ^imd  Wkm^t 

** 

How  it  viQ  make  for  the  baoaor  pf  Cbrlft  6i 

Wha»gfo«iid  Mie^^eft  teve  to*bo^  hut  mMAsiAfm  i»it  63 
The  qaferaUecaleof  OkmUkk  Mski  {e  64 

Wli^t  fipsmre  dpoftUly  IQ  be  wii^  tftm  tka  «plf- 
doEttioo  of  it  $7 

It 

B^NpwMgif  How  iBiidi  that  wbidi  is  e^^erimciit^  cs*- 
.  le       ceUaUoib^  iaj 

L 

T  ^t»  (iiiprrf)>Thfi  life  of  it  iiot  10  jellify  liatCQil^^     3^ 

fM  Ukertjf  of  bcUcTers,  wbpitia  it  does  aqt  oM^t  37$^ 

Whertjo  it  does  confifl:  t  ^        ^1 

The  difiereit  Meds  aeid  propcrtiet  of  it  ^4 

Seyieral  ufefol  iofef^epces  osiDceniiog  it  3<6 

|:»^f  (fpVitpal)ThepatareaiKlfr9fi^tie»<^U  i$6, 

^^  wbai  msopef  it  is  ii»f OflgHl  to  Ibd'^l  190 

God*s  end  ID  tJaHt^g  U  19^ 

Anpimciifs  ttit  prGivp  i^  pruMH^^  ^^  it  wholly  faiier- 

natiin^  19$ 

The  pre? kws  n^otfStf  of  it  to-  Mpg  fattht  ^1  Chri^       19$ 

SyiapioiDs  of  its  being  to  the  feol  aoo 

Vfi  0/  iiitmrigeneriift^  ^berddat  coafi^  399 

Wbat  maiotauis  the  grppo^left  feoiritj  of  it  4oct 

Sigiis  of  Its  belog  too  coiiiiiioo:  iQ  the  fpM  4Qt 

The  danger  of  the  fal^  hope  thereof  402 

Ufefoi  infereoc^  ftpm  the  grpiui^iefs  tpcmtf  f^  it        403 

Jf/irdtf  Glory^  That,  smd  how  Chrift  is  Ip,  344 

Profitable  improvenieiits  of  Ghri(^*s  being  fpcb  »f»le  i4^3  S  t 

L^vdf,  How  phcift  is  (aid  to  be  aftegethof  Jd  $zo 

Chrift  is  fo,  both  in  his  perfon  and  offices  324 

Several  nfefiil  ioiie^iices  fpsm  Chrtft's  beinf  tb(  3301 

M     ■ 

r£4rgr(tfaepi^i9i(U)Ghrifteiiiphatiadl]flf]ieaUed         jdl 

"•    Why  Chrift  is  (bftaed  309 

Twelve  properties  of  Chrift  co$(fdei?d  as  fod^  3^10 

How  CM  perfiivrnled  it  10  0rfft  313 

None  tbttt  \\  faving  to  be  pbtaioed  out  of  Chrift  315 

We  Qiovldnot  iatisfy  onrielvei  with  any  widiont  Chrift  317 

What  eacopragenent  hoitibled  fiooers  have  to  ho^'  for  3  if 

M^riij^jHan,  the  harare  of  it  explained  in^feveialp^tiai- 

lars  4^6^ 

Why  it  is  ezprefted  by  aadf|ia{  the  fleflb^  ^9J( 


w 


Pag. 

jaiorf^cafkn,  the  peerfffitjf  lof  it  pfor^  bf  ft^Ok  arguaeiilB  49^ 

Hov  the  Spirii  of  God  is  AecMrtj  priadple  of  it  494. 

How  it  icfitMcea^  tl)«  frol's  ioteieft  i&  Qirift  49S 

•N 
^l^^v  l7riMir#,  uriiy  diercgaiefvting  wovk  of  ibe  Spirit 
*^  is  exprefled  by  it  461 

Is  what  refpcufVs  titrf  ote  10  ChriA  is  ihad^  fb  463 

'     The-  piiiperdcs  of  it  ibewd  ia  om  parttcnlars  46; 

The  decdEtjr  of  oilr  becoming  fiicb  469 

fio^ bdng  ia,  is  a»  iii£illtbie  proof  of  betpguHcseOcd 

ID  Chrift  471 

The  miieraUe  ftate  of  thofe  who  are  dot  h  473 

The  happiiMlb  of  bebg,  asd  the  hope  of  becomiog  fnch  474 
The  greatnefs  o£  the  change  wrought  in  thofe  who  are  fo  476 
How  people  inaj  be  deceived  in  fhtobing  tbemfelves  fvch  477 
Sigos  for  trial  of  ODrfelveSy  whether  we  are  fo  or  not  479 
V^JfM  reafcff  focb  hate  to  be  ddearfol  and  thaoidfiil        482 

P 
¥>Itff#,  (with  Cfod)  the  articled  or  tarflM  of  it  11 

f^     The  exceUeocj  of  it,  aod  deplorabienels  of  bditg 

without  it  13 

^fyftciani  (of  fods)  how  iCbrifl  was  eonflitoted  fo  by  the 

Father  2y; 

How  he  cnreg  f  he  difeai^s  of  fin  29^ 

'  How  he  heals  the  difeafes  of  fbrrow  3o# 

Mine  thingi  wherein  Chrift  is  the  onty  phyficiao  of  {bids  3pc 

Several  nfefnl  inflroAions  from  Chrift's  being  fo  jot 

*  ffaytn^  the  force  of  then  when  united  *57$ 

r\  Uieknivg,  (fpiiitoal)  is  the  pccnliar  worlc  of  God's 

7%,      Spirit  i8z 

is  previonfly  neceflary  to  aoion  with  Chrift  185' ' 

It  is  pardy  in,  and  partly  fobfeqcent  to  regeneratioa  16& 

Its  prerioos  neceflity  to  i|pioD  with  Chrift  mdicated  1 99 

R 

REcnvtng  (f  Chrtfi^  neceflary  to  falvatioo  203 

The  feveral  things  mclnded  and  imptied^n  it  %o^ 
How  this  anfwers  the  oficrs  of  *tbe  gofpel,  ihewn  in  le* 

vcral  particttlars  .210 

Amments  to  prove  this  is  the  favtng  aOf  of  jiuth  2 14 

Y^bat  excellency  this  aft  pnts  Qpoo  faitb            ^  %\6. 

^  |{cifivestop$rfQa^iifttcratoU  237 


494       ^  jOfhaiitkal  TaUffir  lU ficmi'Y(lhmt. 

MiCiiwng  ^  Chrift^  Direftioos  for  dolog  it  aright  *    2-41 

JUc^nctkAtion^  (whh  God)  what  it  iignifies  9 

.  Why,  ind  how  ir  is  obtaiDcd  by  the  death  of  Chrift  11 

The  oooditioQs  apoQ  which  it  is  offered  in  the  gofpel         i^ 

The  ejccelleocy  of  it,  and  Qfefolneft  of  the  doAritte 

coocerniog  it  15 

MaUfig  it,  is  the  defign  of  preachiog  the  goTpel  14; 

The  wooderfaloefs  of  it  fet  forth  in  fevera)  particulars     14^ 
'  Whence  preaching  the  goipel  is  an  efiefhial  means  of  it  152 
UfernI  inferences  from  preaching,  bdng  the  ineans  of  it  154 
Evidences  of  not  being  intertfted  in  it  15S 

.  How  minifters  <honid  profecute  this  great  work  j6o 

Exhortations  to  finners  who  are  not»  and  to  fnch  as  are 
interefled  in  it  16% 

lUmifiSon  of  (in,  the  nature  of  tt  explained  360 

It  is  the  privilege  of  believers  only  36a 

»  It  is  the  pnrchaie  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  the  frnit  of 
rich  grace  ikuL 

Five  ufcfol  inferences  from  the  doQrine  of  it  365 

tU/i^  that  of  faints  is  chiefly  refervcd  for  heaven  53 

,  It  is  promifed  to  thofe  that  come  to  Chrift  286 

Three  cantioas  premifed  for  preventitig  miftakes  about  it  287 
.  How  it  refoits  from  coming  to  Chi:ift  288 

'  Five  nfeful  inferences  from  its  being  in  Chrift  291 

HifurreQion,  of  Chrift,  the  certainty  and  neceflity  of  it        23 
Five  excellent  properties,  (hewing  the  manner  of  it  25 

How  it  fecnres  the  rcforreftion  of  (aints  28 

How  it  was  the  pattern  of  that  of  believers  29 

How  death  is  overcome  by  it  32 

Bifurreftim^  that  of  the  iaints  will  be  very  ^joyfn!  on  &• 

veral  accounts  31 

'  .  How  we  may  infure  to  oorfelves  a  blefled  one  35 

ttight'hand,  of  God,  what  it  fignifies  in  fcriptnre  45 

-   What  things ^re  implied  in  Chrift's  (ittipg  at  it  46 

Several  nfeful  inferences  from  our  Saviour's  feffion  there  50 

Rogers,  (Mr.  Daniel)  a  remark  concerning  his  natural  temper  199 

S  •  •      .• 

^AnfHficatioh^  it  was  one  end  of  Chrift's  death  1} 

*^    Four  excelent  properties  of  this  benefit  14 

Spirit  of  God,  how  he  is  given  to  believers  440 

'  li^ow  the^gift  of  him  proves  an  ihtereft  in  Chrift  443 

llules  for  under ftanding  the  nature  of  his  workings  44^ 

"^'Videnced  of  his  dwel&g  in  the  fodi/^  '44^ 


Afi  4lpM0lk(ii  T^Me  fir  the  ftdmi  V^Aum.       4StS 

Pag. 
jSj^rii  ofrGcA,  Doubts  aafwered,    in  i^efercbce  to  bis 

working  45ij 

Stiff^ings  of:  Chrifti  bow  vaflly  tbey  exceeded  what  any 

fotter  for  hicn    .  .  t 

T 
rr*Baching,  (rf  God)  how  It  is  not  to  be  ooderftood        4^9 
J:     It  cooiiAs  in  the  holy  Spirit's  (anfltifying  impreilions, 

and  gractOQS  affifiances  4201 

Twelve  leflbns  pieciiliarly  taught  by  this  divine  teacbpi^^  4.zji 
Eight  excellent  properties  of  it  430 

What  inflaence  it  has  if^'bringing  fouls  to  Chrift  43  s 

The  impoi&bility  of  coming  to  Chrift  without  it  433 

•Several  uieful  inferences  concerning  it  434 

Signs^  whereby  itisdiftinguiOiedfroaiali  Other tesOrbings  437 
Tefiament  of  Chrift»  confirmed  by  his  blood  i  jT 

What  he  bequeaths  therein  to  bis  friends  .    16 

The  probat  oi  it ;  or^  how  we  may  prove  our  intereft 
in  it  17 

Tomh,  In  what  (enfe  Chrift  prohibited  Mary  to  touch  him    3^ 
Travail  rf  Chrift  foul.  Why  his  fuiferings  are  expreft  by  it      i 
:  The  fruits  of  it  are  deliverance,from  wrath  to  come»  i  $ ; 
Peace  with  God,  10;  fandtfication,  14;  and  con- 
firmation of  the  gofpel-covenant  i ; 
ihrwbU  of  mind,  bow  intolerable  a  burden  it  is              .   297 

U 
'tJNhilief,  deprives  of  all  the  benefits  purchaied  by  Chrift  23^ 
^    Union  between  Chrift  and  believers,  (badowed  forth 

by  four  fimilitudes  ^  lifi 

Its  reality  proved  by  feveral  things  129 

The  nature  of  it  opened  131 

Uieful  inferences  from  the  confideration  of  it  13^ 

The  bands  of  it  are  the  Spirit  and  faith  1 8  2 

.    It  is  alTuredly  known  by  the  in-dwelling  of  the  Spirit     440 
Oor  intereft  in  it  is  proved  by  our  being  new-creatures   45S 
Between  the  two  natures  in  Chrift.     Vid.  HypqftaticaL 
Vptm^  (John  Efq ;)  The  author's  epiftle  to  him  95 

*     W  ^ 

\UOrd  (f  Cpd^   ftiewn  to  have  a  mighty  efficaqr  on 

V      men's,  fouls  4^5 

Wherein  the  efficacy  9f  it  confifts      •  407 

•  Whence  the  efficacy  of  it  flows  408 

Ufefui  inferences  from  the  efficacy  of  it  41.1 

I         Coniiderations  to  prompte  tfie  efficacy  of  it  .    .     412 


Werd^f  (kd,  4dficts  to  theft  who  fed  the  power  of  it  415 

Wrath,  in  whtt  feofe  it  u  fiud  to  be  f 0  come  3 

Hqw  aamtndf  Chrift  idivcred  as  horn  it  bf  bb  death  4 

Good  evidence  of  being  delivered  firon  it  5 

¥ 

'VOimg  P^^*  ^<^  »och  it  ooDceras  them  tobe  fedowfl^ 

^         religloas  betioiet  ISJ 


VOLUME     IIL 

A  P^i 

ANgMi,  empkyfed  io  tnmtfenriog  the  feolv  of  the  tig^ 
teoos  to  UefledQefs  «7d 

W  hence  we  are  now  terrified  at  them  27I 

Atheifm,  an  nnafoal  oinfeof  eternal  deftro^on  4^1 

Vid.  Unbelief. 

B 
vnlindiufi  vf  mind,  Wherein  it  confifts,  ihewa  ^ 

•D    That  many  are  under  it,  proved  80 

The  polides  which  Satan  nles  to  procme  and!  promote  it  8j 
The  dreadfnkefs  of  thit  judgment  let  forth  in  divers 
particolart  9^ 

,  Several  very  nfefnl  inferences  concerning  it  JQ 

Jody  cf  fHon,  The  feol  is  ftroogiy  iacUoed  to  k  ^^ 

Wherdathefooidiicovetsherlovetoit  ^       2a{ 

Reaibos  of  the  fours  love  to  it  22 

Wherdo  our  love  to  it  may  be  defeAive  231 

Wherein  the  foul's  love  to  it  may  be  exceffive  24 

.    How  we  (hoold  ri^tty  exprefs  our  love  to  it  IM 

Why  it  is  called  a  tabernacle  24 

It  is^neceflaryforthefiMil  tobe feparated from ithy death  24 
The  reafoDs  of  Its  diflblution  25( 

BreiUi  (of  our  noftrils»}  This  feeble  band  tids  the  Ibrf 
and  body  together  if 

Several  u(eful  infei'ences  concerning  it  i]l 

C 
^Ares  of  this  vmld,  bereave  many  of  (alvatioo  4J 

^  Five  confidcrations  to  prevent  our  hemg  deftioycd  hy 

them  *•  4; 

Chriji.  TwofermonsGooceminiloQriaiitatiQaQf  him   i8*h 
Vid.  Imitati^, 


B 


Jk  j^^dBetiaf  faile  fir  #iSr  iUird  Vbhmkl       497 

ShHJ^y  WKatabosi^atit  ^tdoti  ^  hate  to  efieem  Uijn  pre- 
law .     '    2IJ1I 
iSi^tlity^  Ho^  dependaiice  irpbfi  it  is  deftrtt2liVe  b  fodls    474 
Coofideratidois  to  pr^vedc  a  fotil-riiiQiiig  defcddaiice 
upon  it  475 
iSriic^im  if  f^  jlifi.  feveitd  tiftfiil  iiilerdices  c6oeeni^ 

ingit  i— d 

iSksfthm  xtt  fitt^  IS  a  V'ery  ufuat  caii'fe  of  rtrioi  4491 

Meaor  m  pretfedt  me  dodger  of  a  wicked  dote  450^ 

D 

^aih^  ffibur  we  ida^  fweeted  it  to  oiitfel^es  254 

^^ '    Sfiigps  of  being  prepared  f6r  it  256 

Holy  peiibtis  (Honid  not  be  terrified  at  tlie  approaich  6f  it  347^ 
The  neceflity  of  tinlod  Witb  Cbriif  before  M  comes  348 
^  How  prejudidd  it  is  to  be  di(lr^£)^cd  about  earthljF 

things  bit  .         349 

fitow  ^od  ehriftiabs  diay  argile  them^elves^  viid  a  deiire 

of  it  353 

The  greaf  abd- Happy  chaa^e  it  diake^  id  tlie  fiate  of  lie- 

libvett  _  .  '  346 

l^hy  Chriffiaiiis  are  i66  o^ten  dnwilliog  to  ftibmit  to  it  358! 
Wk^t^pbOt  comfort  a  great  eflate  yields  a  guilty  finoer 

^v         ,.  5«ii*  .  .  43 J 

''         The  terrible  dbangp  it  makes  id  the  (iaie  of  wiclce^  peo- 
ple, 435 
l^ih  fpiriiuai,  feteral  ufefal  iofqredees  ^xidcernidg  it      1^6 

.     .    E    .  ■  .. 

'^Buicaim^  \  ^tA  dcie  is  tlie  higli-way  to  oeftro^ioii       34(91 
-*-^  Threfe  dlreQioas  to  preVenr  the  diifcbief  of  si  wicked 

Mxamplei,  f0lJdWitig  thcife  whicti  are  bad,  an  arbal  ciufe 

rf  perditiod  44^ 

Thfe6  eodilde^ations.  U$  prertdt  tbe  maltgaity  of  evil 
\f  Odes  448 

£xcuf9,  m.  Apology i. 
W  _  *  F 

F^midfypocrt/jl^  i  grcJit  rniato  lodls  47I. 

Meads  to  prereat  the  de({ro£lite  ticds  df  it  4^3 

G 
I        /^i5J5/ tiife  *ariotis  ways  df  fccidg  hirii  I93 

Imli^     %^  Guilt,  ftir  iidfiera  to  be  fecure  onder  it^  is  a  deplora* 

btec^  4$i 

»        Vd^.VHL  Art 


49^       An  Jlpiabitical  Taik  for  thi  tUrd  Vohtme. 

H      .  Faff. 

Xl^hitaiimf  who  are  prepared  for  the  heaTcoIy  one  2^3 

**  Heaven^  There  are  comparatively  but  few  in  the  way  tait  477" 
Striviag  is  neceflary  to  obtain  it    '  4^ 

What  foretaftes  of  it  have  been  enjoyed  304 

i^/i/,  the  dreadfalnefs  of  it  3Sz 

Several  names  of  it,  with  the  reafon  of  them  3S3 

Why  it  is  called  a  prifon  384 

The  terriblenefs  of  it  (hown  in  fix  propofitions     38  5 — 3^3 
Twelve  ways  to  it  di&overed^  and  methods  propofed 

for  efcapiDg  them  439 

A  bad  education,  one  ufual  way  to  it  barred  up  441 

AfTcrAed  ignorance  leads  to  it,  443.     This  way  (hat  np  444 
Means  to  prevent  evil  examples  from  leading  to  it  445 

Prefervatives  from  being  brought  to  it  by  ill  cuftoms        450 
The  way  to  it,  by  finful  pfeafurcs,  fcut  up  453 

The  paflage  to  it,  by  didraAing  cares,  barred  up  455 

The  way  to  it,  by  groundlefs  prefumption,  ihut  up         459' 
The  way  to  it  by  prindpjes  of  athcifm,*  barred  462 

'    The  way  of  profanenefs  leading  "to  it,^  barred  up  466 

The  way  to  it,  by  prejudices  againft  godlinefs  cloied  op  46S 
The  pafTage  to  it,  by  formal  hypocrify  barred  up  413 

'    The  way  of  depending  upon  moral  honelly,  bacxed  by 

three  confiderations  47$ 

l^Gnorance^  of  the  evil  and  danger  of  iin,   one  of  the 

^    caules  of  mens  not  comiog  to  Chrift  474 

When  afFefted  it  is  the  high-way  to  deftruftion  47 j 

Means  to  prevent  the  dangerous  efFeAs  of  it  Uid, 

Citation  rf  Chrift^  what  is  fuppofed  and  included  in  it  20 
It  denotes  our  conformity  to  him  in  faolioefs  24 

How  it  confifls  in  being  like  him  in  obedience  ^6 

It  comprehends  our  refembling  him  in  delighting  in:  God, 

and  inofFenfivenefs  toward  men  3<f  33 

The  neceflity  of  it  evinced  in  two  thmgs  37 

Several  ufcful  inferences  concerning  it'  ,     -  3^ 

Jmmortality  (of  man's  foul)  proved  from  its  nature  ,  19Z 
Argued  from  the  promifes  and  threateniiigsof  God's  word  194 
It  is  attefled  by  all  nations  in  all  ages  196 

Proved  from  the  foul's  eternal  habits  198 

It  appears  from  the  conflderation  o^  man's  dignity;         20a  - 
R  is  evidenced  by  the  fouris  defirc  of  iminortality  201 

Proved  from  its  fometimes  returning  into  the  body  after 
death.  ,,,  Tfii 


An  Alphabetical  Table  fir  the  third  Volunie.         499 

jRnmortality,  Denying  it,  fnbverts  the  whole  Chrifliao  re- 

ligioa  204 

ObjeAioDS  againft  it  anfwered  ao8 

Ufeful  infereiKes  from  the  coolideration  of  it  a  13 

Vid.  Stml. 

L 
T  Jght,  How  it  aggravates  An,  (hewn  infix  particulars      ^o 
^^  Why  fins  agaioit  it  have  the  greater  condemnatioa        89 
Several  uieful  inferences  concerning  it  03 

M 

MOrtdhmeJly^  how  it.  conies  fhort  of  faving  gra^     '474 
Wii.  Civility. 
Mi^ttficatim^  The  neceiSty  of  it  Aiews  the  difficulty  of 

the  Chrifliao  life  % 

Several  ufeful  inferences  from  the  doArine  of  it  ibid. 

Evidences  of  the  truths  and  of  the  ftrength  of  it  16 

Five  comforting  contiderations  flowing  from  it  18 

P 
'nArdon^  what  an  invaluable  mercy  it  \»  396 

*•  Vid.  Remtffion» 

Pleafures^  Thofe  of  fln  are  very  dear  bought  ^94 

Multitudes  perilb  through  the  bait  of  fenfual  ones  452 

ConCderations  to  prevent  tlie  danger  of  fjnful  ones        453 

PrejudieeSf  againft  religion^  a  great  caufe  of  damnatioa      467 

Vid.  Prqfeffhrs^ 
Pri/ofif  why  hell  is'fo  called  3S4 

The  wide  difference  between  that  of  God,  and  that  of 
men.  383.        Vid.  HelL 
Pn/umptiont  how  it  is  a  great  caufe  of  lofing  the  foul       458 
Five  conflderations  to  awaken  from  it  459 

Pr^anene/Sf  a  inofl  notorious  and  aflured  way  to  hell        465 
CobnderatioAs  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  thofe  who  are  guil- 
ty of  it  466 
Profejirs^  Scandals  given  by  them,  one  caule  of  fouls  be- 
ing loft  4^9 
Confiderations  to  prevent  the  danger  of  being  icandali- 
zed  by  ill  ones                                                         470 
R 
n^Edeming  the  time,  what  this  means                             484 

C£j/,  the  flrft  five  apocalyptic  Teals  briefly  defcribed         187 
*^  StafmS'{fii  falvation)  are  of  two  forts  48| 

R  r  r  5t 


cop       An  Alfbabiikat  Taikfir  tin  third  y^fam^ 

pga/bns  (of  blnfaofi),  what  dioDgs  are  joecefary  |p  idader 

any  time  (b  4S({ 

Five  fpecial  ooes  inftanoed  lE  4^7 

Several  argaoient?  to  engsge  oor  iflnprovetQeot  of  tfaem  4^^ 
Tep  coofuieratioDs  to  awaken  a^  tp  ta)te  bold  of  die 

preient  ope  49^ 

Si^'tormentors,  thai,  ^hoiir,  the  fopls  of  ivrick^  fDjCfi 

are  lb  in  hell    .  39( 

f m,  the  pteafores  of  it  are  very  dear  bpaf^  J94 

The  evil  and  danger  of  it  argOjed  from  its  pimiSuMiit     395 
It  19  wifdom  to  endore  any  things  rather  than  commit  it  4p| 
Ssid,  The  eflence  of  it  unknown  by  philofopliers  114 

The  patnre  and  original  of  it*  learped  froin  .(criptinrp  1 1| 
Proved  to  be  a  vital  and  fpiritnaliiibftance  t^ 

Shewn  to  be  an  immortal  and  nnderflapding  fpfafbuifie  12^ 
It  b  endned  with  liberty  and  domimon  133 

it  is  fnrnifiied  with  various  a^efiions  zn^  paflions  ■  -  1^7 
It  is  naturally  fnclioed  to  the  body  ^  1 38 

Various  pptniops  concerning  it9  original  149 

Proved  to  be  created  of  God  J44 

Pbjeflbions  againft  its  immediate  infufion  asfwered  f 40 

The  nature  of  it  more  dearly  explained  igi 

It  makes  the  death  of  man  very  dilTerent  from  dia(  pf 

other  creatures  151 

It  is  capable  of  bleflbdnefs  when  feparated  froip  the  bod;  150 
^ow  that  of  any  man  is  naturally  of  e^ual  digmty  w|tb 
.     ^UothcrfT  '  ^  '  t57 

^Vhence  one  exc^s  another       .  <S^ 

How  the  evil  of  fin  appears,  by  confidertng  the  escel* 

Icncy  of  it  168 

How  the  confideration  of  it  (bould  influence  parents  i6i 
NeceiSty  of  its  being  quickened  with  a  fpiritual  principle  163 
No  acceptable  fervice  can  be  performed  to  God  without  it  1 65 
yfeful  inferences  concerning  it  176^-18$ 

It  is  knit  to  the  body  by  the  breatfi  of  our  nodrllf         17^ 

Vid.  Breath. 
Its  immortality  proved  fioin  the  very  nature  of  |t  17^ 

V'}A.  Im^rtality. 
It  is  tenderly  affeAed  towards  the  body  wherein  it  dwells  224 
Several  ^ays  whereby  it  expre(&s  its  love  to  the  body    22^ 
|EIow  fitly  it  is  called  i^  ^ir,  after  its  feparatiqn  firqm 

the  body  -  ^  ^^ 

f  ts  feparatton  from  die  bpdy  mental  or  fdil  26| 


Pag; 

effe  17* 

7be  wjp&^qrfal  fdnuifB  made  by  its  fiaparaiiaB  ftop  tbe 

body  273 

Tkat  of  ^  godly  rcQeived  at  daalh  by  ^t  aagpla  176 

^t  thinics  and  ads  out  of  the  body  179 

.  iifter  death,  that  of  the  righteous  is  leoiapleie  »  hoUoefs,    - 
281.    Is  adyanlaed  i^to  heayeo,  %^i^    4iul  fiUipdi 
^     witbdelifbt  afi6 

It  ihea  ea^ly  adirances  b  Juiowledge  291 

And  is  in  a  more  e^cellept  way  of  commimioa  witb  God  29$ 
How  we  may  conceive  of  It  when  feparate  from  the  body  307 
jits  nine  above  the  whole  vnrjd,  proved,  m  twelve  far- 

ticiilars  409 

flow  grofsly  it  is  abuied  by  ferring  flefhiy  lafts  423 

Sslviphnp  fecortog  it,  is  the  greateft  boiGDefs  of  life  42; 

It  is  the  ipedal  qure  of  heaven  427 

How  valiiM>ie  are  the  means  of  its  falvation  428 

Why  it  canpot  live  npoo  .earthly  tbiogs  433 

}t  is  wifdom  tp  venture  tbe  lofs  of  all  things  fbr  pre- 

fcrviogii  '  434 

flow  great  and  irreparable  the  eternal  lofs  of  it  is  438 

Twehre  ways  of  lofiog  }t,  ^ith  means  to  prevent  it,  439—- 
^7$.        yid.  Nell, 
pfulsi^  (of  men)  in  bow  different  a  manner  they  are  (epa- 

rated  from  the  body  3 1  < 

yrhat  polices  fpme  have  had,  before-hand,  of  thdrie- 

paradop  3*5 

^gprneots  to  prove  their  not  defiriog  re-nn!6n  with 

their  bodies  339 

Argnments  to  prove  thdr  defire  of  being  re-nnited         341 
^he  excellenqr  of  them  inferred  from  their  large  capa* 

^^  373 

fjow  reafqnable  it  is  they  flionld  be  heavenly  while  in 

the  body  378 

What  daty  lies  upon  them  who  have  charge  of  them  407 

(birits  in  pfifm^  what  this  expreflion  means  in  St.  Peter  382 

ptrtving  is  pece^ary  to  obtain  falvation  484 

■       '    •'  T- 

fT^lme,  Five  conHdieratioos  agaioft  the  prefumiog.  upon 

■r   that  which  is  to  come  459 

What  rcafoBS  we  have  diligently  to  improve  it  255 

^he'ihortnefs  of  it  jfhonld  wean  n$  froi|k  the  world.  260 


jot       iAi  A^haieikal  Tatbfar  the  fourth  Vehmgl 

Peg. 
Timi.  What  St  Paol  means  by  it,  and  by  redeenuag  of  it  484 

V 
'Vflfion^  Several  excellent  properties  of  the  beatific  ocie     371 
^    UnbeUef^  The  nature  of  it  opened  .57 

The  mifery  and  danger  of  ^  it  69 

■Several  nfefoi  inferences  concerning  it  61 

The  gggra? atioos  of  it,  when  againft  light  ^ 

It  is  a  (ore  way  to  hell  461 

Six  weighty  coofiderations  to  prevent  the  danger  of  it  461 
Unregenerate^   How  lictle  reafon  fach  have  to  boaftof 
their  thriving  in  the  world  478 

Z 
^Eal^  When  about  externals  in  religiott,  is  bnrtfni  to 
^    fonls,  473.        Vid.  Formal  hypocrify. 


V   O   L   U    M   E      IV. 

A  Pag. 

ABraham^  The  covenant  made  with  him,  not  that  of 
innocency  made  with  /\dam  27$ 

Thefes  to  prove  the  warrantablenefs  of  infant  baptifin, 
'    from  the  covenant  made  with  him  322,  ifc» 

Antinomianifm^  abundantly  fenced  againft  in  the  fcripture   333 
The  probable  occafions  of  the  rife  of  it  '    334 

Several  of  the  chief  doArines  of  it  enumerated  338 

A  general  confntation  of  the  principal  errors  of  it  341 

The  error  about  juftification  from  eternity  confuted  342 
The  falfe  notion  of  it  about  juftifying  faitii  detected  348 
That  we  ought  not  to  queftion  our  faith,  (hewn  to  be 

a  dangerous  error  in  it  35 1 

The  notion  that  men  ought  not  to  confefi  their  fins, 

refuted  353 

The  error,  that  God  fces  no  fin  in  bis  people,  detected  356 
The  notion,  that  God  fmites  not  his  people  for  their 

fins,  difproved  358 

-That  Chrift  was  as  finful  as  we,  and  believers  as  righteous 

as  Chrift,  another  grofs  error  of  it,  confuted      363,  566 
That  fin  cannot  hurt  the  eleA,  another  dangerous  no* 

tion  of  it  3<^ 

That  faints  muft  do  no  duty  for  their  own  good,  ihewft 

to  be  a  corrupt  branch  of  it  371 


Jn  Alphabetical  Table  fir  the  fourth  Vobme.       ;o^| 


(ntinmiflnSf  The  enror,  that  the  coveoant  of  grace  is  not 

made  with  as,  but  with  Cbrift,  refuted    ,  373 

Depyiog  faQAification  tq  be  an  evideoce  of  jnftificatioo, 
another  error  of  ii,  difproved         ,  375 

.  -b'-     :  ■    ;  .      ,•  V 

yiiptifm  of  iafantSy  grounded  oo  the  Abrahamitical  co^ 
'    fenaot  ^74 

Thefis  to  prove  the  Talidity  of  it  from  the  €Oveitant>of 
.  drcomcifion '  3^2,  ire* 

prs,  thofe  which  (hut  up  the  hearts  of  fianers  agaipft 

Chrift  438 

The  ftrength  of  thofe  which  bar  up  fiqners  hearts         439 
How  ^orioufly  grace  appears  in  remomg  them  from 

the  heart  445 

"^.Jre  rf  God  towards  his  people,,  proved  from  (cripture-' 
*  emblems,  1 14.    From  fcrlpture  promifes,  1 19.   And 

from  (eripture  ioftances  i2e 

How,  and  why,  it  is  e&ercifed  peculiarly  io  cdamitOQS 

times  127 

E^qw  varioufly  this  itexprefled  iu  faij^t^re  156 

5ix  ireafoos  of  it  .     .   157 

[t  extends  to  the  bodies,  the  fouls,  and  all  tb^  conceins 
-  of  believers  ^59 

Several  excellent  properties  of  it  enumerated  t6a 

^ow  it  is  engaged  by  the  divine  promifes  162 

iow  it  is  exercifeid  in  the  divine  providence  163 

y  (Philip)  a  refutationr  of .  bis  notion  concerning  the  co^ 

venants  273 

\  fmart  rebuke  to  him»  271.    Vid.  Covenant, 
mbers  of  fecurity  for  God's  people^  what  is  sieant  by 

them  9^ 

!^he  divine  power  is  one  of  them  in  the  moft  diftreffing 

times  121 

fow  God's  wifdom  is  repreiented  uo^er  this  notion        125 
bw  the  divine  fatthfuloefs  is  another  chamber  of  refuge  133 
'he  uQcbaDgeablenefs  of  God  opened,  as  another  cham- 
ber of  reft  145 
'he  Divine  care  opened,  as  another  chamber  for  fecu* 
ring  God's  people  15  j 
he  love  of  God  reprefented  to  os  under  this  figure        164 
^ne  but  God^s  people  are  admitted  into  them,  and 
why                                                              170,  17a 


CbamBeft  of  feevrity  for  Go(P»  pieopk*^  l%e  iftKery  of  te- 

ing  excladed  horn  tbeffl  173 

What  groQfltdt  CfanfHtm  hstire  «Q(  takd  cxa^^  175 

8auui*ft  projefts  co  keep  bNcKeven  one  of  them  178 

How  we  (boald  gee  ioto  theoL,  and  keepjn  tbeoK  179 

StgMoS  mr  being  m  them'  ^ 

^numcifim^  The  covenaat  of  it  not  the  fknlie  titiA  thai 

iJt  imueeiicy,  zM.    ¥id.  QrotntttHt. 

Cmmiitmg  ourfelves  to  Ctklt  what  is  iocliiaedl  hi  if  ^^ 

What  eoaHmganieac  believers  have  to;  it  dof 

A  remarlcable  ioftaaoe  of  a  mother's  4oiQg  it  iii  f efeireoce 

toherchiid  59 

Covditmal^  hmw  t}ie  oofiaatft  of  grace  iafec^iiplaitiedF        jos 

Kive  argaments  proid^g  the  covenant  of  grsice  to'  be  fo  316 

Vid.  Covenant. 

Convtrfim^  a  glnrioaawiorH  ol  grace  44j 

Theneceffitj  of  it  to  iatvatioa  (hewn  446 

What  fioners  themrdves  may  do  towanf^  li  448 

CovimM^ofeiMtmtifhn^  foor  argnmeofs  to  pro^e  ft*  Hdi 

the  fame  with  Adam's  coveo^t  of  works  ^93 

Cffuenant  if  grace\  the  c^neftion  Aated  alikmt  its  dbndltioar- 
ality  30$ 

The  nature  of  ita  eooditiott'eXpfained  30^ 

The  cooditiooaUty  of  it  proved  and  viftdJcafed  31O 

Seven  Thefes  ooocertting  the  intereft  (^infants^  it  ^12-^329 
Cauenant  tf  Sinai,  the  abfbrdlty  of  makibg  this  the  flkme 
with  that  of  innocency  277 

Wherein  it:  diftred'frooi^  fftatmade  with  Adiat  befoit 

the  fall  27< 

Huw  it  is  fM  not  tcr  be  of  faith  29^ 

Cmrage^  Ibme  eminent  examples  of  it  64"^ 

Sreaturiy  vid.  New  Creature. 

Qrifp  (Dr»)  the  anthor's-  preface  concemlffg  his  Works         lt8^ 

l> 

DEath^  How  mnch  better  than  life  it  !s  to  a  gopd^CSul- 
ftian,  efpedally  if  fofTered  for  Chrift  6i 

Doors f  what  flmtting'tfaem meana^  in  (£(a.  ttvi.  20*.)^         94 

E     . 
'V^Ngland,  itft  dtsty-  after  eminent  ddiveranceSi.  largely 
^^  fliewn  39?,  ifc 

Effort  (mental);  feveral  Hebrew  words  explaittcdi  by  which 

they  are  exprefled  198 

They  bind  the  GOoicience«  as  weU  m  troth  ao4 


r-  .-./->..  .        .  >...."■     ^  P^g- 

krrors,  :l*l!te^  eztmUcig  daoger  c^  the  mM*d  bAtg  zSTec* 

Tbe  fpeciocis  pretences  often  tfiiadle  for  defsndittg  them  207 
J^rorideace  hois  in  eferj  age  prepared  ftniic  tSb  df^fe 

,    theih  ...  ;  208 

One  nrakUydra^s  in  to  another    .     ,;^        ^  216 
'iThey  coainioQly  ijpriog  up,  and  tHrtve  moft  in  a  tine 

v  of  liberty  v.   .  2ii 

M.  weak  defence  6f  truth  tpnds  to  increafe  them  213 

T^ot  to  he  cxitdd  by  force,  b^t  rational  cbnyidioti  214 

1i?heQ  pertinacloufly  held  by  Cbrlftians,  they  pirore  ar  . 

^., great  rfomWirig-biocS,     _  .   ,    '  iSid, 

'tbcf^  always;  ttt  the  eiid,  Ufiag  \6&  ini  (itame  td  thdr 

.  ^ « authors  and  abettors      .  ,        ;  ,  ^'i 

j^eatis  to  preVept  dod*s  permitting  us  to  fiU  iolb  them  24  8 
Frve  rules  to  prevent  them,  under  i^retente  of  tbeofb^ 

.   ,  fciirity  of  Icriptiire  ,  ..    ,  224 

.  ilbufe  of  CHriftian  liberty/  aii  •ccsHion  of  them  2ii 
Means  to  pr^hrent  them,  b^  a  right  life  of  Ghrlftism  It- 

,,bertjr    .      ,  ^  >        ,  Hj 

Stothfulnefs  ^iifiidl  ciufe  df  tbeOl      v  22^^ 

.  flow  td  prevent  them  by  a  dillgeiit  fe^rcb  of  fcrlfture  227  . 

JpftabiHtydf  mind,  a  iRreqaedt  catiie  of  drem  22^^ 

Fouj"  rdks  to  preveilt  them;  by  fixhig  tlie  milid  23 1 
An  over  eager  defire  of  pi^  df  cdnici&csf  fdofedmes 

^,  dccafions  them  .  232 

vtyieanitd"  prevent  tbetii,  by  a  right  iiiietho<^  of  peatd  235 

Rales  fa> preveiit  their fpriogtng  from  over  gr^srt  credulity  237 

A  pretfeiitidn  of  them  from  vain  cnriofity  238 
tlemedies  againft  them,  when  ^rkgW^  firdm  Aie  arri> 

.^  ^ey  df  bunlan  rea^  241 

JPefehfartves  againft  them,  when  rifing  from  ta&  teal  244 

The  prhict^ai  impnlfive  cmfe  6i  them  is  SSitan  24^ 

Four  rules  td  prevent  Satati's  leading  lis  into  them  2r|8 
Falfe  teachers,  the  devil*s  in^rtim^ts  in  pcopaTgating  df 

them  'i45f 
iifeaos  to  feenre  t^  koA  beiag  led  bitdtheM  by  faife 

teachers  ^  25^ 

IMfeaos  to  prevent  their  ipHil^g'  fifbm  ^e  abnfe  of  dr- 

dinances  .         ^  154 

kolcs  td  prevent  their  arififig  from  ab  irregoiibr  tftwrty 

df  prophe(ying  '  258 


5o6       An  Alpbaiitical  Tabkfor  the  fourth  P'olume^ 

Pug. 
Errors,  Means  to  prevent  their  immiotion  byeothnCafin     2di 
Diredioos  to  (ecore  yooog  Chriflians  froai  being  infec- 
ted with  them  264 
Over,  hafty  determinations  aboot  difpntabie  matters  an 

occafion  of  them  z6; 

Five  remedies  agaiofl  their  fpringtng  from  hafty  refola* 

tions  267 

Six  nfefnl  conieAaries  coneeming  them  26S 

F 
X^Aithfubiefs  of  God,  what  it  is,  confidered  abfolately      134 
•*•    Five  evidences  of  it  135 

The  aflured  grounds  wc  have  to  believe  it  136 

A  view  of  it,  as  it  relates  to  the  divine  pcomifes  137 

A  fliort  view  of  it,  as  exerted  in  God's  providences  13^ 

This  is  one  chamber  of  fecurity,  in  which  believers 
(bould  enter  141 

Fear,  that  which  is  natural  is  common  to  all  o;ien  8 

Several  things  which  render  it  finful  \o 

A  defcription  of  that  which  is  holy  >5 

The  niefnlnefs  of  natural  fear  16 

The  gooi  uie  which  God  makes  of  finful  fe^r  18 

Three  excellent  ufes  of  religious  fear  20 

Fear,  (finful)  fprings  from  ignorance,  2  (.    From  gnilt  np^- 
on  checonfcience,'24.     From  unbelief,  27.     From, 
obierving  the  promiicuoufnefs  of   proridence,    30. 
And  from  an  immoderate  love  of  life  32 

It  canfes  diftraftions  in  duty,  35.  Occafions  hypocrify, 
37.  Strengthens  temptations,  38.  Produces  cow- 
ardlinefs,  40.  Is  the  root  of  apofiacy,  41.  And 
puts  under  great  bondage  of  fpirit  42 

None  but  good  Chriflians  may  in  this  life  be  releafed  from 

it,  nor  they  perfeftly  46 

Remedies  againft  it,  are  ftudying  the  covenant  of  grace  47 
Coofideriog  the  mifchiefs  of  ic,  51.  Being  prepared 
for  fuferiDgs,  54.  Truft  in  God,  57.  .Having  onr 
afFeftions  ifaortified  to  the  world,  61.  Obferving  the 
cxitnples  of  emioent  fuiFercrs,  64.  ,  A  comfortable 
feoie  of  pardooiog  mercy,  68.  A  good  confcience, 
71.  Recorded  experiences  of  God's  care  and  faith- 
fnloefs,  74.  Confideration  of  Chnft's  providential 
kinp,dom,  75.  Subje^ing  our  reafoaings  to  faith,  . 
77.  The  fear  of  God  ruling  in  the  heart,  7U.  Vid. 
Slavt/hfear.     '  .... 


jtn  Alpbabetical  Table  for  th  foartb  Volume.       507 

Pag. 
Flaruel  (Mr.  John)  His  pr^ce  ctmcerntog  Adam's  aod 

Abraham's  coveoams  19.2 

Flood  of  fin,  a  prefage  of  ao  iaandation  of  fBfierifigs  loS 

G 
^^  Ofpel^  it  is  too  much  wamiog  ia  many  fiH^ont  409 

^^*^   The  teoors  of  it  arc  recorded,  aod  will  be  witaefled     - 

ia  the  great  day  413 

Creuey  the  wosderfni  effe£):s  of  it  in  coQveriioQ  444 

Vid.  Converfton. 

H 
TT^ar/j  of  men  are  oatnrally  barred  up  agatnft  Chrift     436 
^-^'  Several  bars  which  hinder  Chrifl's  entrance  into  them  438 
God's  fpedal  ^cenecedary  to  open  them  445 

"What  tinners  may  do  towards  opening  them  to  Chrift    447 
Signs  of  their  being  opened  to  the  Lord  jefns .  449 

The  great  advantages  of  opening  them  toChrift  454 

Six  modves  to  open  them  to  the  Lord  Jefus     '  50S 

IGnorance,  how  it  is  a  great  hinderance  to  converiion  438 
Indignation  of  God^  why  fometimes  poured  out  npon 

ttie  world  ^6 

God's  own  people  ^re  concerned  in  the  time  of  it  99 

Mow  we  fiionld  be  afTeded  when  it  breaks  forth  ipo 

God  ufoally  gives  warning  before  he  potirs  it  out  io3 

SSgns  of  its  likelifaood  to.  break  forth  109 

Iftfants,  the  baptizing  of  them  vindicated  273 

Vid*  Bapfi/m.   '  * 

Judgmentiy  Why  God  ofoaily  gives  warning  before  he  in** 

fliAs  them  108 

UDfenfiblehers  of  their  approach,  to  be  lamented  1 13 
V\i.  Indignation,' 

Judgment^  (tfaelafl^witnefles  for  or  againfl  (inners  in  it  4?  3 

.  Several  things  which  will  be  attefled  therein  4 1 5 
Reafons  why  Gbd  will  have  witnefTes  produced  in  it    ''416 

Several  nfefnl  inferences  concerning  it                  /  417 

How  mach  it  concerns  people  to  prepare  for  it  420 
K    •                       •)        ■ 

V-Nock,  at  what  doors  Chrift  is  faid  to  do  this  486 

*^  What  is  implied  in  our  Saviour's  doing  it  488 

By  what  indruments  Chrift  performs  this  work  /\^% 
lo  what  manner  our  Lord  does  it,  (hewn  in  ten  parti- 

<;id4rs                                             '           '^  497 
^-           .      Sff* 


4 


Knocks  Several  ttfi^al  laCeceBces  froip  Gkrift^  4<Hngtt        i^ 

T  -/3^/r/x,  flf  Frotel^  difleatorf,  bow  to  be  ipgroMil 
f^  by  them,  (hcwb  io  ao  epifile     '  39« 

A  good  ittpravem^c  of  it  the  beft  wajr  id  bafe  it  tm^ 
tisiicd   '      '  40s 

l4ckst  enomeratioo  of  fevcral  whtdv^Ulea  vp  ihc  Jieart      ^ 

agaiott  Cbrtft,  4S8-        Vid  Aerr. 
long- filtering  of  God,  the  'Datnre  aodefideooea  of.  It, 

Vid.'Ptf/imrtf. 
I^if  JKifA  Aimirgi^  pod  aUnfirely  faosdled 
^4/  ^  j^/,  a  Bamc  of  God,  enceiitfa^ag  to  bis  peo^e 
l^i;^  ^  (;m<,  How  fitly  )t  is  efteemcd  a  cb^pber  ^  ^^^ 
ty  to  the  faithful  164 

S.x  excellent  pfoperlief  of  it  i6{ 

Motives  to  dear  up  oar  ioter^  to  it  16^ 

How  believers  (b^old  eodeavoar  to  <eCBrf  tlwonftbrcs  ia 

•••        N      . 

NAmit  (of  God)  oo«ipa(e4  to  (esara)  thioga  95 

iWrA,  what  is  meant  by  reaching  to  it,  (Ua.  «ill  80       4 

the  heart  to  Chri(l,  marks  wherry  it  may  be 
known     '  439 

c^  of  the  gofpdl,  evidences  and  advantages  ^f 
ChriftV  prefeoce  in  them  4^5 

The  neoeflity  of  Chrift's  prefence  in  them  425^ 

Ulefiil  tnierences  concen^^  onr  SaMonr'a  piei^ca  ip 
'  them'  '    "^  ^  ■ ■    '    '"  '    ■  *■  '"■■  '"  431 

y^Atwfice  of  God,  the  nature  of  it  explainedl  4;9 

^  The  glorious  manifeftatioiis  of  it  toyrards  iqii^a  461' 

Several  reafans  of  its  being  exercised  46j[ 

Divert  ufefnl  inferences  concerning  it  4(18 

WKat^obligflttons  we  have  to  imitate  it  474 

.  The  great  danger  of  abofing  it  476 

The  happinefs  of  rightly  improving  it  484 

^^GpU  cf  Cod,  a  negative  and  pofitive  delcription  of  them  17^ 

' .  Why  none  hnt  thefe  have  a  htding^plaoe  in  tble  tim^f 

tronble  '  171 

The  fliifdeis  conditio^  of  thofe  whaare  not  £9  173 

They  ought  not  to  droop  like  others  under  trouble  17}  1 

Their  iafety,  by  having  kbeir  lefoge  in  Cod  171 


^  Jiphaiftwi  Tabkfif  the  fiufth  Vntme.  j:»p« 

*fna£r  ef  G$d,  a  fiboirtty  to  die  fiiots  in  trcMllde  |14 

^  1 1  i$  omoipotenty  fovercigDy  ;pd  cyerlafliag  1 1  c,  1 1  <$ 

It  works  J9i^ttd  ereatDre-powcr,  cccatitrc-cxpeAatioay 

and  hijiQaD  probability  117 
Confidcrad  In  Mlatien  to  hi$  proiBifcf,  119.  9^  pro* 

videaces  ^  120 

)£ncoQrageBieiits  to  triift  10  it  uader  difficulties  121 

?iire/ervatien,  (iW  dapgdr)  |iot  c^iteoded  to  alt  iiliQts,  Q0r     ^ 

foibfmeftlj  ro6 

*Wby  it  18  nfualiy  gratiied  to  fomc  good  men  iW. 

^n^u^/firrx  agaioft  hoiioef^,  a  great  hindrance  to  cooverficm  442 

Prefmee  of  Cbrift,  |be  various  kinds  of  it  425 

Tb6  advantage  and  peceflity  of  it  ia  gofpel-ordinances  42t 

Prifimptieny  bow  it  rcfifts  Chrift's  ep^aaoe  into  tbe  ibol  441 

Prid^,  how  it  binders  finners  from  receiving  Cbrift  440 

promijks^  ifeveral  kinds  of  tbem  cmunerated  139 

'   '"^  ^       ■>  '    '- 

n  Ecwds  are  kept  of  die  ofiiurs  of  grace  nade  to  nr  4^  5 

fV  What  things  are  regiftered  in  tbo&  of  heaven         '  ibid. 

Reaibns  of  iheixi»  and  inferences  from  the  confideration 

of  them  "  4^6 

SerioD>  reileOioiis  copQfming  them  420*^^424 

Jtedempiiotif    the  application  of  the  benefits  of  it  large- 
^       ly  coafidercd,  sr27,  6"^. '^     V\i  AppHcation. 

JUfuge,  the  folly  of  making  apy  thing  fo;  (hortof  God  176 
Bf generation,  how  it  differs  from  vocation,  ian^tfication, 

and  cpnverfion,  (Prop.  1.)        ^  231,  6r« 

fiereward,  an  ignorant  mliUke  of  this  word  noted  223 
hefignatpn  pf  God,  the  nature  oJF  it  (hewn  in  feverai  par-^ 

^       ticolars  '     !  rti 

What  e&concagements  God's  people  have  to  it  1 83 

Rvmy  (of  a  people)  tokens  of  its  approach  109 

QEcurity  of  finners,  fome  qatifes  of  that  which  is  groond^    - 

.  left  .        ,  503 

Slavi/hfiar,'  (of  fofiiir  ings)  a  plea  for  it,  from  the  ftrangc-     , 
nefs  of  foifering  for  religion,  anfwered  ^o 

What  is  pleaded  for  it  from  the  weaknefs  of  codflitu- 

lion  anfwered  Sz 
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'  a&fwer cd  84 

.    llepUest^  the  plea  for  i^irom  a  Baebmcholy  temper  iSid. 
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Seven  directions  for  attaining  and  promoting  dF  it  390 
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^^  vcn  f2j 
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How  it  i$  difplayed  with  reference  to  the  divine  promiies  12; 
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in  it  271 

C 
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DlreAions  for  ciofing  with  him  in  the  gofpel  way      27 — 33 

AVhat  is  implied  and  included  10  a  willingnefs  to  receive 

him  349  ^c. 

His  willingneis  to  receive  the  vileft  fiuners  demonftrated  3  9^  &c. 
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Church,  the  profperity  of  it  very  defirable  212  * 
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Diredions  for  continuiog  and  increafing  of  it  iz8 

Commandments,  vid.  Ten  Commandments. 
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.  Believers  unworthinefs  is  no  hindrance  to  it  107 
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How  it  urges  the  foul  to  obedience  J73 
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Gmtentmeni^  argmaeDCs  to  perfaade  both  the  niireg^ieratef 

,     and  the  regenerate  to  it,  under  all  providences  340^ 

Om»$rfim^  How  God'a  providence  appears  m  ordering 

the  means  of  it  af; 

Convinhn  of  fin.  how  to  Be  improved  ijt 

General  ones  concerning' mens  eftatc  ly^ 
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rigbteoufnefi  iSi 

Of  conrcience,  the  danger  of  ftifling  theflol  -    ij^ 

Vid.  Confcience. 
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Deliverance^  what  things  render  it  truly  great  214 

What  fenfe  it  becomes  ns  to  have  of  it  2ty 

UJTefal  inftruftions  from  ours  at  the  rieVeitottftn  223^ 

The  beginniogs  of  one,  yield  argumems  in  priiyter  for 

completeing  it  i2l| 

What  further  mercies  it  gives  groiind*  vo  hope  for  aiS 

How  it  enco«ltag,es  tha^  prayers  of  God's  peopie  ^2g 

The  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  murmur  at  k  233 

.  Diredions  for  the  due  improvement  of  it  234,  &c. 

Deliverances,  a  relation  of  fbme  remarkable  ones  at  fea  4^  1-^429 

Defpair,  a  remarkable  providence  towarda  one  in  it  287 

Difficulties  oi  religion  ^re  uftialiy  greateft  at  the  beginniog  122 

Doubtful providiticeSf  how  we  may  know  our  way  in  them  337' 

E 
ypArneJi  of  the  Spirit,  -the  mfture  and  exc6Ue4icy  of  it 
-*-*  ppcned  i\^ 
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JSrgoymera  of  the  gofpel,  k  great  merqr,  46*    Vid.  Co/feL 

My  ft  of  the  oiaDy  gtiardl  it  has.  to  fecure  it  in  the  margin   309 
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"tj^Aith  (in  Chrlft)  a  vondierfol  ^orlc  of  grace  87 

^    Three  things  which  evidence  the  difficulty  of  it  90 

The  excellent  properties  bf  it»  when  true  ^p,  ifc. 

J?tf^-iv0#/&i^/ the  evil  and  danger  of  it  43d 

Vid..  Uklatry,  Vid.  Superfiitian. 
f^amfyy  what  a  Ipedal  niercy  it  is  to  be  brooght  forth  in  a     , 
rdigionsone  27^^ 

How  we  (honld  endeavour  to  promote  religion  in  our  own  453 

© 
,/^  Oodfy  mountainf  what  Mo&s  meant  by  it  iti  his  prayer   211 
^^  G^l^  The  enjoyment  of  it  is  an  invaluable  mercy       46 
The  remo?aI  of  it  is  a  terrible  judgment  Bt 

TJ Earts  of  men.  The  great  benefits  of  ChrlflV  coming 
*^        into  them  60 

Their  not  opening  to  Cbrifl,  an  argument  of  their  wo* 

ful  hardoeft  g^ 

Hearing  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifeesi  in  what  fenfe  it  was 

lawful  45^ 

Heavenly^mnieintft^  is  a  duty  Under  all  providences       ,    3^^ 
H9n€ytitoQd  (Mrs.)  a  remarkable  providence  cobcerniug  her  291 

TZ)di!s/ry,  an  eameft  diflbalive  from  it  43^6 
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Arguments  to  engage  our  care  for  avoidio|g  it  4^4 
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L 
T  Ife  (fpirituai),  fix  (igns  by  which  it  is  difoovered  in  tbe 
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M      . 

Mlnlfters,  (bmc  evident  providences  «latii^  tp  them  283 
Things  neceiTary  to  the  call  of  them  44$^ 

How  thofe  of  our  nation  are  called  and  ordained  ibid. 
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The  danger  of  artendiog  that  which  Inds  to  (iiperfti- 
tioo  and  idolatry  443 

Mortificaiwn  of  fio,  how  it  it  helped  forward  i^  diiioe 

providence  3  it 
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How  bit  prayer,  for  what  God  had  before  refoied  ta 
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the  wbore*t  forehead  43^ 
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'WlEtghhwrhooi^  bow,  and  when,  we  (honld  eTpedally 
«^^     endeavour  to  promote  religion  in  it  454 
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'What  men  too  often  errooeonfly  miftake  for  it  96 
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How  mnch  it  coocemt  them  to  take  care  of  their  dill- 
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PrediAioQS  Of  an  inoodatton  of  it  477 
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Abofe  of  mercies,  lays  us  open  to  it                             486 
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a  damoable  reli^on  493 
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Prwidmce  dt  God,  beft  viewed,  as  the  fulfilling  of  God's 
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'  in  fotare  exigencies  3Sif 
The  recognition  of  it,  yields  cdotin^  mktm  <rf  pr^ 
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It'ihoQld  be  acknowledged  in  every  tbitig  that  be&k  os  '37; 
$tx  ofefnf  corollaries  concerning  it  3 76 

Bow  we  may  difcover  our  dqty  under  the  darknefs  of  }t  379 
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Having  heard  it,  is  a  great  encouragement  to  come  to  * 

Chrift  60 

Several  forts  of  people  exhorted  to  hear  it  84 

XlTIll'Wor/bip,  is  a  kiiod  of  idolatry  43^ 

TV   H^omb,  'how  providence  appears  itt  our  formation  and 

prote£tioh  therein  26^ 

tfiifks  of  God,  what  renders  them  truly  great  212 

,  Vid.  DeRverance.  \  * 

World,  how  we  may  keep  ourfelves  pure  from  its  corruptions  461 
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fOung  people,  aferious  addrefs  to  them  concerning  their 
danger  85 


;i<       Am  Aifhdktkd  Taibfor  the  ftxth  V^umZ 
VOLUME     VI. 

ADubiryt  the  great  evil  aod  danger  of  it  35h  ^^ 
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jlraUe-gnund^  ibBl-improving  meditatioos  opoo  it  44 

Jutumn^  foal-profitio^  meditatioos  opoo  gatberiog  friiits 
10  it,  166.        Vid.  Fruits. 
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T^Jd'grmind,  edifying  mediutioos  opoo  the  impranreinciit 

ITie  improTemeot  of  it  fpiricoalized  ia  a  poem  57 

An  awakening  meditation  on  the  incorablenefi  of  fome 
foch  59 

Barnn^ground,  a  (bnl-^wakening  meditation  concerning  it  UiL 
Barremu/St  (fpiritual)  the  dreadfalnefr  of  this  judgment      60 
MM/b^  meditations  upon  clogging  of  them  when  they  go 
aftray  213 
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Birds^  mediutions  upon  the  early  ringing  of  them  aia 

Medication  on  their  being  catcbed  with  an  hair  iM* 

Birdfiifts^  a  uiefni  meditation  on  the  carious  frame  of 
fome  210 
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^^  in  them  446 

Why  providence  frequently  difappoints  people  in  them  447 
CawutCf  (king  of  England)  a  remarkable  ftory  of  him        294 
Caitkf  a  meditation  on  the  hufbandman'i  care  of  them      176 
Tbonghts  on  the  hard  labouTi  and  croel  uiage  of  fome 

of  them  181 

Meditation  upon  ieeking  them  when  loft  185 
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A  poem  on  preparing  them  for  flaughter  192 

Chqjft  bow  the  wicked  are  compared  to  it  151 

.  Comfafi,  the  neceifity  of  it  in  navigation  fpiritualized        283 

Vid.  Mariner's  Cwipafs. 
Concealment f  many  encourage  tbemfelves  in  fin,  by  the 
hope  of  if  4^9 

The  vanity  of  hoping  for  it,  in  (inning  againft  God       421 
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.  C^n-land,  meditations  upon  the  plowing  of  it  t6 
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a  fpiritnal  fenfe,  94,  96.    Vid.  Famine. 
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Deedst  (written)  meditations  upon  mens  care  to  prove  and 

prderve  them,  197*    Vid.  Hyflfandmen. 
Deer^  a  mnlitadoo  on  the  hunting  of  one  216 

Delays^  the  danger  of  making  them  in  rdigioo  377 

Vid.  Repentance. 
DeHgtif  (in  rpiritual  duties)  when  it  is  of  the  right  kind     40 
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Divers  fins  which  ibmetimes  are  the  procuring  caulc  of 

them  449 

Several  confidoratiofis  to  quiet  our  mmds  under  them     453 
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Difcontent,  confiderations  to  fortify  the  mind  againfi  it        49 
JOig,  mediution  on  his  love  to  his  mailer  214 
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It  was  odious  to  many  of  the  heathens  iUd. 

The  exceeding  evil  and  danger  of  it  Oiewn  in  ten  par- 
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Fornication,  the  great  evil  and  danger  of  it  351 

Vid.  UncUanmfi. 
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Fruit-trees f  a  meditation  on  the  iograffiog  of  them  '  156 

Vid.  Ingraffing. 
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in  twenty-fix  propofitions                                     i7»  *^« 

'  Ufeful  inferences  from  God's  chnrch  being  his  hnlhsodry  24 

How  we  may  fpiritnaUze  the  fcvcral  parts  pf  i€  ^7 
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Jhgrajmg of  finit-itrees,  ^ fpiritoal iiliproveflKat dUt       156 

"IT  Nowledge  of  Go4,  proved  to  extend  to  all  feaets 
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Liik,  meditation  on  the  pnlKog  np  of  one  alt 
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Ibefea  249 
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Ufeful  refleAions  npon  that  of  grace  and  fin  I2(S 
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worldly  things  44 

Mirth,  excels  in  it  reprefented  by  too  mnch  fail  In  a  dorm  306 
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f\/iths,  the  evil  and  danger  of  profane  on^  243 

^^  Have  an  iroprecadon  exprefied  ir  implied  in  them      344 

Vid.  Swedring. 
Ofian,  how  it  is  an  emUem  of  God*s  mercy  «d  etemiry  t4S 
The  mottftrbns  things  in  it,  render  it  anembkmof 

man's  corrupt  heart  249 
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Ocean,  The  mnUitodes  of  ocatores  fed  thereiOt  fitould 
cncooragc  our  faith  27; 

The  fweet  waters  draioed  from  h,  are  an  emblem  of  the 

IkiQts  affliftioQS  278 

God's  limitiog  bounds  of  it  fpiritoally  improved  ^9l 

.  The  ebbing  and  flowing  of  it»  is  an  emblem  of  the 
world's  uncertainty  ^.     2S6 

The  depth  of  it  an  emblem  of  God's  judgment  315 

The  multitude  of  men  buried  in  it,  fliaU  certainly  be 
raiied  again,  317.        Vid.  Sio. 
OpprefforSf  /eprefented  by  the  greater  fi(h  devouriog  the 
kfler  303 
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ipZbf,  hiiv  skill  mod  peculiarly  difcoveied  in  a  ftorm  313 

^  How  the  wifdom  of  God  is  (hadowed  forth  by  skill       316 
Pka/urts  of  fin,  confiderations  to  prevent  the  power  of 

them  332»  6e. 

Phwing,  reprefents  the  convincing  of  .^finners  66 

ReflcAionSy  and  a  poem  on  the  ({4ricuai  ienfe  of  it  72 

^Pofy^  a  meditation  upon  a  withered  op^  223 

Pofigrky,  a  fpirituai  improvement  <^  the  hufbandman's 

care  for  it  jipj 
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Strong  motives  to  be  frequent  and  earneft  in  it  399 

Prtjtnce  of  God,  what  is  included  ia  it  417 

Profperity  not  to  be  afcribed  to  our  own  abilities,  bot 

God's  Ueifings  406 

Five  things  necdTarily  included  in  it .  407 

The  feveral  ingredients  in  it  depend  upon  God's  pro^- 

dcnce  ^  .409 

Ufeful  inferences  from  its  dependance  on  God's  blefling  410 
Providence,  the  evil  of  thojfe  who  depend  upon  means  in 
.     .    the  negleOing  of  it  Hid. 
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R/fin,  the  neceffity  of  it  to  the  earth  81 

Eight  things  wherein  the  gofpel  is  Compared  to  it         S2 
Reflef^ions  upon  it  as  an  emblem  of  God's  word  86 

fiUonSf  how  pi'ofelTors  are  jefembled  by  two  fighting  21; 
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Refleflions  upon  it  profitable  £pr  finners  and  faints  \     137 
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ing  of  feed      '  .98. 

Serious  refleAioos  00  the  certaiDty  of  it    »  ^         'oi 

J2i^im^of  corD^aufefttlipeditationtippQk  /,        I2K 

Vid.  jMIa/ttfi/j;. 
Rocki  2q  the  fea,  bow  an  emblem  of  the  church  io  this 

world  \  ,  270 

Hofe^  bow  an  emblem  of  creature-enjoyments  ^24 

s    . 
CL^ih  too  mo3i  fpread,  how  an  emblem  of  carn|)  mirth  306 
^  Salvian^  a  remarkable  expreffion  of  this  antient  writer  351 
Satan,  how  the  filherman*s  skill  is  an  emblem  of  his  fnb- 

tility  298 

ffea^  its  purging  itfelf,  an  emblem  of  the  regenerate    .       232 
The  ebbing  and  flowing  of  it  reprefents  the  world's  un* 

certainty  286 

The  waves  of  it  (honid  awaken  finners  to  repentance     290 
How  Cbrift's  filling  its  waves  is  a  comfortable  confide-  « 
.   ration  ,  294 

The  riches  gained  from  it,  pall  for  great  thankfnlnefs     2^<$ 
Vid.  Ocean* 
Seamen,  twoferiousepiftles  to  them  •  ;.  228,  932 

Their  watchfulnefs  teachable  to  us         .  ,    .  254 

Their  dangers  difcover  dod's  ppwer  and  goodoefs  259 

Their  prudence  in  fluftiug  their  fails  teabhable  .  263 . 

.  Their  care  not  to  lofe  tbeir  wind»  fpiritnally  improveil ,  26; 
How  the  dangers  they  run  are  inftru^ive  to  us  .273 

'  Their  chief  danger  near  land  confidered  and  improved    320 

Tbeir  comiog  fafe  to  Ihore,  an  emblem  of  faints  getr' 
ting  to  heaven  322 

^  A  «atechifm  for  them       ^  .  372 

A  ierious  addrefs  to  them ,  .  ^    -  383 
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"  voyage  318 
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'  V  u  u  2 


$14      4^  jB^MiHcal  taUffit  ikjktb  mms. 

^* 
Siomen,  Wbcii  and  ^ow  diqr  ^rt  fccolmlf  pbliged  to  be 

ttMnkfol  to  God  41^ 

Sare/y,  People  ofteo  indoced  to  fia  from  the  hofpe  pf  k     419 

Tlie  vadty  of  boptog  for  it,  in  (mniog  421 

The  ooD-ezpeft^tioo  of  it  improved  ^oft  temptatusss  41; 

The  vickedoeb  of  thoie  whp  fin  withomr  i^r^g  it      427 

Ikcurity,  Hie  vanity  of  hopiog  ft^  it  }n  fimiii|g  ag^uoft 

God  41J 

Sted-com,  prlpdple^  of  grace  cQiiiparei!  fo  it  73 

ReBeCKoa,  a  poem  concemi^g  it  jj 

Its  corrMtioQ  and  fpriogiiigy  all  cfa{Ueiii  cff  the  death 

and  lefDrreAloo  qf  ilimts  98 

SiedtifM,  medftatioos  00  rpriogiogrweatt^  alter  it  8i 

Wid,  Hain. 
fgitb  the  fiDs  of  men,  bov  God  does  it  417 

Vid.  KnowU^i. 
Ship,  laaacbing  of  it  ^  emblem  of  the  Htd  and  Cecoa^ 
^       birth  24t 

The  helm  of  it  an  emblem  of  coofdeoee  "254 

Meditation  apoq  the  means  nfed  19  preienr^  it  in  9  ftorm  api 
Spre^ng  itt  t^  nni^fqoMyi  an  emblem  of  cwial 

mirth  30$ 
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Sin,  the  nature  and  evil  of  it  explained  and  improved         42Si 
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l^inners,  the  Vanity  of  thofe  vrbo  hope  to  cos<^  theni- 
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Tlie  impudence  of  open  ones  427 
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RfOles  to  prevent  the  fios  of  it  349 
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im,  a  fpiritnal  improremcnt  off  its  being  itpiefimtdl 
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